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PREFACE. 


In  offering  this  volume  to  the  learned  public,  I  think  it  right  to  premise 
a  few  words  on  the  way  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  the 
translation   of  the   Sikh   Granth   has   been   made. 

The  work  was  entrusted  to  me  by  the  India  Office  authorities  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  1869,  in  the  expectation  that  the  translation  could 
be  made  at  home.  But  after  I  had  fairly  taken  up  the  task,  I  soon  per- 
ceived, that  in  spite  of  my  knowledge  of  the  modern  North-Indian  vernaculars, 
which  I  had  formerly  acquired  in  the  country  itself,  and  of  Sanskrit  and 
Prakrit,  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  make  a  trustworthy  translation  of  such 
a  difficult,  book,  as  the  Sikh  Granth  proved  to  be,  without  native  assistance. 
There  existed  neither  a  grammar  of  the  old  Hindu!  dialects  nor  a  dictionary, 
and  though  I  was  able  to  make  out  many  obscure  words  by  dint  of  careful 
comparison  with  the  modern  idioms  and  the  Prakrit,  yet  there  remained  a 
considerable  residuum  of  words  and  grammatical  forms  to  which  I  could  get 
no  clue,   being  destitute   of  all   literary   means. 

When  I  reported  this  circumstance  to  the  India  Office,  considerable 
difficulties  arose,  as  the  original- plan  had  to  be  changed;  but  it  was  finally 
arranged  that  I  should  go  myself  to  the  Panjab,  in  order  to  work  first 
the.  Granth  through  with  the  aid  of  some  Sikh  Granthls.  I  started  there- 
fore for  India  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1870,  in  the  expectation, 
that .  all  difficulties  would  be  easily  surmounted  there.  But  after  I  had 
succeeded  in  engaging  two  Sikh  Granthls  at  Lahore,  I  was  not  a  little 
surprised,  when  they  declared  to  me,  that  the  Granth  could  not  be  translated 
in    the    literal    grammatical    way   I    desired.      I    soon    convinced    myself,    that 
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though  they  professed  to  understand  the  Granth,  they  had  no  knowledge 
either  of  the  old  grammatical  forms  or  of  the  obsolete  words;  they  could 
only  give  me  some  traditional  explanations,  which  frequently  proved  wrong, 
as  I  found  them  contradicted  by  other  passages,  and  now  and  then  they 
could  give  me  no  explanation  whatever;  they  had  not  even  a  clear  insight 
into  the  real  doctrines  of  the  Granth.  Other  persons,  who  were  recommended 
to  me  for  their  learning,  I  found  equally  ignorant.  I  went  even  to  lay  a 
number  of  difficult  passages  before  some  Granthis  at  Amritsar,  but  was  like- 
wise sorely  disappointed.  Finally  I  gave  up  all  hope  of  finding  what  I 
wanted,  as  I  clearly  saw,  that  the  Sikhs,  in  consequence  of  their  former 
warlike  manner  of  life  and  the  troublous  times,  had  lost  all  learning;  whereas 
the  Brahmans,  who  alone  would  have  had  the  necessary  erudition  to  lend 
me  a  helping  hand,  never  had  deigned  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  Granth, 
owing  to  the  animosity  which  formerly  existed  between  the  Sikhs  and  the 
Hindu   community. 

Thus  I  was  again  thrown  upon  my  own  resources,  and  had  to  find  out 
the  way  through  this  labyrinth  for  myself.  But  though  the  explanations  of 
the  Sikh  Granthis  were  in  so  many  cases  insufficient  or  futile,  they  were 
still  of  great  use  to  me,  as  they  indirectly  helped  me  to  find  out  the 
right  track. 

I  was  sure  in  my  own  mind  that,  as  the  language  of  the  Granth  had 
become  already  obsolete  to  a  great  extent,  some  attempts  at  some  sort  of 
lexicography  must  have  been  made  in  the  preceding  times,  and  I  inquired 
therefore  carefully  after  commentaries  on  the  Granth.  At  first  I  was  positively 
told  that  there  was  no  such  thing  in  existence;  but  in  progress  of  time  I 
succeeded  in  detecting  three  commentaries,  two  of  which  explained  in  a 
rough  way  a  number  of  obsolete  Hindul  and  deshl  (provincial)  words,  and 
the  other  a  number  of  Arabic  and  Persian  words,  which  were  received  into 
the  Granth  in  a  very  mutilated  form.  These  commentaries,  though  very 
deficient,  proved  very  useful  to  me,  and  I  therefore  got  them  copied,  as 
their   owners   would   not  part   with   them. 

I  first  attempted  to  write  down  the  translation  as  I  read  on  with  the 
Granthis;   but  I  soon  found    that    this   would    not    do,    as    I    frequently   per- 
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ceived  that  I  had  been  misled  by  them.  Nothing  therefore  remained  to  me, 
but  to  read  first  the  whole  Granth  through,  in  order  to  make  myself 
conversant  with  its  contend  and  its  style.  As  I  went  on,  I  noted  down 
all  grammatical  forms  and  obsolete  words  I  met  with,  and  thus  I  gradually 
drew  up  a  grammar  and  a  dictionary,  so  that  I  could  refer  to  every  passage 
again,  whenever   I  found  it   necessary  for  the   sake   of  comparison. 

After  I  had  gone  through  the  Granth  in  this  wearisome  way  and  pre- 
pared my  tools,  I  returned  to  Europe  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1872,  and 
began  to  write  down  the  translation  for  the  press.  I  had  thus  to  do  the 
work  twice,  but  I  saw,  under  the  disadvantages  under  which  I  had  been 
labouring,  no  other  way  open,  if  I  wished  to  lay  down  a  solid  foundation 
and   to   give   a  translation   which  should   be   of  any  scientific  value. 

That  in  many  passages,  even  after  all  the  trouble  I  have  taken,  my 
translation  may  partly  prove  deficient,  I  fully  allow,  and  in  a  first  attempt 
on  such  a  vast  field,  which  has  hitherto  hardly  been  touched,  this  will 
appear  natural  enough  to  any  man,  who  is  conversant  with  the  peculiar 
difficulties  of  such   an   undertaking. 

The  Sikh  Granth  is  a  very  big  volume,  but  as  I  have  noted  on  p.  cxxi, 
1.  3,  and  on  p.  cxxii,  1.  4,  incoherent  and  shallow  in  the  extreme,  and 
couched  at  the  same  time  in  dark  and  perplexing  language,  in  order  to  cover 
these  defects.  It  is  for  us  Occidentals  a  most  painful  and  almost  stupefying 
task,  to  read  only  a  single  Eag,  and  I  doubt  if  any  ordinary  reader  will 
have  the  patience  to  proceed  to  the  second  Eag,  after  he  shall  have  perused 
the  first.  It  would  therefore  be  a  mere  waste  of  paper  to  add  also  the 
minor  Eags,  which  only  repeat,  in  endless  variations,  what  has  been  already 
said  in  the  great  Eags  over  and  over  again,  without  adding  the  least  to 
our  knowledge. 

A  number  of  introductory  essays  has  been  added  to  this  translation, 
which,  I  trust,  will  not  be  unwelcome  to  the  learned  public,  as  they  will 
serve  to  clear  up  all  those  points  which  may  be  of  interest  to  science 
regarding  the   Sikh  reformatory   movement. 

I  have  spent  seven  years  on  the  elaboration  of  this  volume,  the  task 
proving  infinitely  more  arduous  than  I  had  ever  imagined,  and  though  I  can 
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hardly  expect  that  the  Granth  will  attract  many  readers,  the  less  so,  as 
Sikhism  is  a  waning  religion,  that  will  soon  belong  to  history, __  yet  I  venture 
to  hope,  that  my  labours  will  not  be  in  vain.  The  Sikh  Granth,  which 
will  always  keep  its  place  in  the  history  of  religion,  lies  now  open  before 
us,    and  we  know   authentically   what  their   Gurus   taught. 

But  the  chief  importance  of  the  Sikh  Granth  lies  in  the  linguistic  line, 
as  being  the  treasury  of  the  old  Hindul  dialects,  and  I  hope  that  the  day 
will  not  be  far  distant  when  these  hitherto  hidden  treasures  will  be  made 
available  for  the  furtherance  of  modern  Indian  philology  by  being  embodied 
in   a   grammar   of  the   mediaeval   Hindul    dialects. 

As  hitherto  nothing  of  the  Sikh  Granth  has  been  published,  I  have 
added  in  the  Appendix  the  original  text  of  the  Japji,  which  may  serve  as 
a  specimen  of  the  language,  and  at  the  same  time  as  a  criterion  for  the 
translation. 

For  this  translation  of  the  Granth,  as  well  as  for  its  publication,  the 
public  is  indebted  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  India,  which,  in  due 
consideration  of  the  importance  of  the  work,  planned  its  execution  and  de- 
frayed  its    expenses. 

The  English  reader  will  no  doubt  detect  in  this  volume  many  an  ex- 
pression that  will  appear  to  him  more  or  less  unidiomatic.  For  all  such 
shortcomings  I  must  beg  his  pardon,  which  he  will  surely  grant,  when  he 
hears  that  English  is  not  my  mother-tongue,  and  that  I  was  therefore  often 
at  a  loss  how  to  translate  such  abstruse  philosophical  matters  clearly  and 
correctly  into  an  idiom  which,  since  I  no  longer  hear  it  spoken,  is  gradually 
receding   from    my   memory. 

EENEST   TEIJMPP. 


Mujvich,    23rd  January,    1877. 
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xlviii,  n.  5,  Devanagari,  read :  Devanagari. 
lxxx,  n.  1,  add  at  the  end:  Cf.  p.  cxvi,  note  3. 
xciv,  n.  1, 1.  2,  fos,  read:  f^tt- 
xcv,  1.  5  from  below,  add  after  Wfttf :  3d  • 
xcv,  1.  4  from  below,  1W7S?,  read.-  go?, 
xcv,  1.  2  from  below,  Jf,  read:  Vf. 
civ,  n.  1, 1.  4,  ^<*K,  read.-  ^If^KT?;. 
cxxii,  1.  11  from  below,  ?T3^>  read:  7i  3<J. 
cxxiii,  1.  5  from  below,  ^.0*<sl»  read:  ^.J*( $\. 
cxxxiii,  1.  2  from  below,  ccxxi,  read:  cxxi. 
37,  u.  4,  1.  1,  Iffe ,  read.-  vfft. 
70,  n.  1,  1.  2,  *^-rHlf^.  read.-  4^-rMlf^. 
93,  n.  1,  1.  4,  Magar,  read:  Magabar  or  Mag-har 
(Cf.p.463,n.  1). 

98,  n.  3,  1.  1,  Alokh,  read:  Alakh. 

99,  n.  2, 1.  1,  f^§,  read:  f?^. 

159,  n.  5,  1.  1,  ftwiQ,  read:  fiiiblQ. 

175,  n.  1,  1.  1,  5^f3,  read:  i^fo. 

210,  n.  2, 1.  1,  Brahman,  read  :  Brahman. 

210,  n.  5, 1. 1,  Bhagavad-GIta,  read:  Bhagavad-GIta. 

225,  n.  2, 1.  1,  JTS,  read.-  !&>• 
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264,  n.  3, 1.  1,  UTO5,  reorf.-  11TTC5- 
305,  u.  2,  1.  1,  ifV3^.  reorf .•  ^ft^- 
311,  n.  1,  1.  1,  WTS,  read:  IHTZ- 
319,  n.  3,  1.  1,  ycJwid,  read.-  ^4Wld- 
323,  text,  1.  24,  Harichand,  read .-  Haricand. 
323,  n.  5,  1.  1,  Harichand,  read.-  Haricand. 

323,  n.  5,  1.  2,  Vishvamitra,  read:  Visvamitra. 

324,  n.  1, 1. 1,  Hiranyakashipu,  read:  Hiranyakasipu. 
335,  n.  1,  1.  1,  ^3§»  read:  ^3§. 

338,  ii.  1, 1.  1,  q<M>lfa,  read.-  +UMf8T. 

442,  n.  1, 1.  2,  3c\cM,  read.-    «j<^cM- 

460,  n.  2,  1.  1,  *Jd«^d>  read:  M<j<id- 

631,  n.  2, 1.  1,  3N|(U,  read:  rTJIW. 
•     \»  •  ^ 

657,  n.  3,  1.  1,  Tjfafir,  read:  \jfufd- 

663,  n.  1,  1.  1,  insert  "which  all  MSS.  exhibit" 

after  VT^?S. 
663,  n.  4, 1.  1,  $gt,  read:  Tfffi. 
668,  n.  4, 1. 1,  W*TV3,  read:  m\[^. 
677,  n.  1, 1.  1,  fT3\,  read:  T£3\. 
691,  n.  3, 1.  2,  Tg^jT,  read:  t£&. 
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I. 

THE   LIFE   OF   NANAK  ACCOEDING   TO   THE   JANAM-SAKHIS. 

PREFATORY  REMARKS. 

"When  I  was  working  my  way  through  the  Granth  at  Lahore,  I  felt  naturally  desirous  to  obtain  some 
details  of  the  life  of  Nanak,  the  founder  of  the  religious  system  of  the  Sikhs,  whose  words,  as 
preserved  in  the  Sikh  Granth,  were  so  often  dark  and  unintelligible  to  me,  in  order  to  get  thereby 
a  clearer  insight  into  his  maxims  and  his  way  of  thinking.  I  found  that  different  accounts  of 
the  life  of  Nanak  were  current  among  the  Sikhs,  called  Janam-patris  or  JanamsahMs.1  I  com- 
pared different  copies,  and  found  that  they  agreed  on  the  whole,  but  deviated  in  minor  points,  one 
or  other  story  being  either  added  or  left  out.  During  my  stay  at  Lahore  (1870-72)  a  Janam-sakhi 
was  lithographed  with  not  unfair  and  in  some  cases  very  bold  woodcuts.  By  comparing  this  copy 
with  the  current  manuscripts  I  found  that  everything,  which  appeared  to  throw  a  dubious  or  un- 
favourable light  on  Nanak,  had  been  left  out,  whereas  other  things,  which  spoke  of  his  deification, 
had  been  interpolated.  More  close  research  soon  convinced  me  that  the  usual  Sikh  tradition  con- 
cerning- Nanak  could  by  no  means  be  trusted ;  I  had  reason  enough  to  assume  that  the  formation  of 
myths  about  their  first  Guru  had  already  progressed  very  far,  notwithstanding  that  his  life  falls 
altogether  within  the  period  of  historical  light,  as  among  the  rubbish  of  miraculous  and  often 
absurd  stories  I  could  detect  very  few  historical  facts  which  deserved  credit.  The  man,  as  I 
had  him  before  me  in  his  own  words  and  sayings,  as  contained  in  the  Granth,  would  by  no  means 
agree  with  what  the  miraculous  stories  had  made  of  him. 

Without  mentioning  my  suspicions  to  the  Sikh  Granthis,  who  would  have  considered  every 
such  doubt  on  the  deity  of  Nanak  as  a  heinous  crime,  to  be  atoned  for  only  by  endless  trans- 
migrations, I  made  diligent  inquiries  as  to  the  existence  of  older  and  more  trustworthy  traditions 

1  ■riA*TWcf^">  literally  a  leaf  of  paper,  on  which  the  birth  of  a  child,  the  year,  the  lunar  date,  and  the 
configuration  of  the  planets  at  the  moment  of  birth,  are  set  down.  Usually  a  horoscope,  founded  on  those 
circumstances,  is  added.  The  Janam-patri  is  drawn  up  by  the  family  Brahman,  and  serves  in  India  as  a 
birth-certificate.  -HA4TOTWV  signifies  evidence  or  story  of  the  birth  {or  life)  of  a  person.  The  words  are 
frequently  interchanged,  though  Janam-sakhi  usually  implies  episode  or  story  of  the  life  of  a  person. 
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regarding  the  life  of  Nanak.  I  applied  to  different  persons,  who,  I  had  heard,  were  in  possession 
of  old  Gurmukhi  manuscripts,  in  order  to  get  Janam-sakhls  of  Nanak,  but  all  my  efforts  proved  in 
vain,  none  hut  the  usual  compilations  being  forthcoming. 

After  my  return  to  Europe  in  1872,  some  manuscripts  of  the  Granth  were  forwarded  to  me 
from  the  India  Office  Library,  for  the  prosecution  of  my  labours,  and  to  these  some  other  Gurmukhl 
manuscripts  were  added,  in  the  expectation  that  the  one  or  the  other  might  prove  useful  in  my 
researches.  In  looking  them  over,  I  found  an  old  manuscript,  partly  destroyed  by  white  ants,  the 
early  characters  of  which,  resembling  those  of  the  old  copy  of  the  Granth,  preserved  at  Kartarpur, 
and  signed  by  Guru  Arjun  himself,  at  once  caught  my  eye.  On  the  first  leaf  it  contained 
in  Sanskrit  letters  the  short  title,  «ii«icti  Wl  TFBl  «M+iy  l<sTl  3iT.  -4  book  of  Nanak,  referring 
to  his  birth  (or  life).  The  copy  had  been  presented  to  the  Library  of  the  East  India  House, 
according  to  the  entry  on  the  first  leaf,  by  the  famous  H.  T.  Colebrooke,  without  his  being  aware, 
as  it  appears,  of  the  contents  of  the  book.  As  soon  as  I  commenced  to  read  the  book,  I  observed 
with  great  pleasure,  that  this  was  a  description  of  the  life  of  Nanak  quite  different  from  all  the 
others  I  had  hitherto  seen.  As  the  characters,  so  also  was  the  idiom,  in  which  it  was  composed, 
old  and  in  many  words  and  expressions  agreeing  with  the  diction  of  Guru  Arjun. 

After  a  lengthened  examination  and  comparison  of  this  manuscript  with  the  later  Janam- 
sakhls,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  the  fountain,  from  which  all  the  others  have  drawn  largely: 
for  the  stories,  as  far  as  they  are  common  to  both  relations,  very  frequently  agree  verbally, 
with  the  only  difference,  that  the  later  Janam-sakhls  have  substituted  more  modern  forms  for  old 
words,  which  with  the  progress  of  time  had  become  unintelligible.  This  old  Janam-sakhi,  as 
hinted  already,  belongs,  according  to  all  external  and  internal  marks,  to  the  latter  end  of  the  time 
of  Guru  Arjun  or  to  that  of  his  immediate  successor.  The  Granth,  which  Guru  Arjun  compiled 
of  the  writings  of  his  four  predecessors  and  the  old  famous  Bhagats,  as  well  as  of  his  own  numerous 
poetical  effusions,  is  cited  throughout,  without  any  paraphrase,  whereas  the  later  Janam-sakhls 
have  deemed  it  already  necessary  to  add  to  every  quotation  from  the  Granth  a  paraphrase 
in  the  modern  idiom. 

We  are  enabled  now,  by  the  discovery  of  this  old  Janam-sakhi,  which  is  now-a-days,  as  it 
appears,  quite  unknown  to  the  Sikhs  themselves,  to  distinguish  the  older  tradition  regarding  Nanak 
from  the  later  one,  and  to  fix,  with  some  degree  of  verisimility,  the  real  facts  of  his  life.  There 
is  no  lack,  even  in  this  old  relation,  of  many  wonderful  stories,  as  indeed  might  be  expected  from 
Indians,  owing  to  their  wild,  uncurbed  phantasy  and  the  low  standard  of  education  among  the  masses 
of  the  population;  but  compared  with  the  later  Janam-sakhls,  which  enter  into  the  minutest  details, 
in  order  to  satisfy  curiosity,  and  which  have  no  sense  but  for  the  miraculous,  however  absurd,  it 
is  relatively  sober. 

We  subjoin  here  a  brief  summary  of  the  life  of  Nanak  according  to  this  oldest  authority,  in 
order  to  contrast  it  with  the  narrations  of  the  later  compilers. 

Nanak  was  born  in  the  Samvat  year  1526,  in  the  month  of  Vaisakh  (=  a.d.  1469,  April-May), 
in  a  village,  called  Talvandi  on  the  banks  of  the  Ravi  (the  Hydraotes  of  the  Greeks),  not  far  abovl 
Lahore.1     His  father's  name   was   Kalu,  by   caste   a  Khatri,   of  the  Vedl  family  or  clan,  a  plain 

1  Talvandi,  the  birthplace  of  Nanak,  is  situated  in  the  Zila  (,_L? ,  in  Panjabi  pronounced  ffreT)  of 
Lahore  (Panjabi  *5TJH).  in  the  Collectorate  (3^5  =  J-a^r)  of  Sarakpur.  The  place  is  now  called 
Nanakana  (TTTTSSTTOT)  5  it  has  a  Gur-dvar  and  is  a  place  of  pilgrimage  for  the  Sikhs.  Malcolm  (Sketch  of 
the  Sikhs,  p.  7,  note  7)  is  mistaken,  in  placing  the  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Bias  (Panjabi  fwPTT), 
called  now  Raipur.  There  is  in  the  JTalandhar  Duab  a  place  called  Tilvandi,  near  Sultanpur,  not  far  from 
the  confluence  of  the  Bias  and  Satloj  (thus  this  river  is  pronounced  in  Panjabi),  but  it  is  not  the  birthplace 
of  Nanak. 
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farmer,  who  held  also  the  office  of  ITZ^Idl  patvari  (a  valuer  of  the  produce  of  the  fields)  in  the 
service  of  the  feudal  Lord  of  the  village.1 

At  his  birth  the  whole  Hindu  pantheon  appeared  and  announced  that  a  great  Bhagat  (saint) 
was  born  to  save  the  world. 

Of  his  childhood  nothing  particular  is  mentioned,  except  that  he  did  not  play  like  other  boys 
of  his  age,  but  was  always  occupied  in  his  meditations  on  the  Supreme  Lord. 

At  the  age  of  seven  his  father  took  him  to  a  Hindu  school  to  learn  to  read  and  write. 
He  is  said  to  have  surprised  the  Hindu  schoolmaster  by  his  superior  knowledge,  the  pupil  com- 
mencing at  once  to  instruct  the  master,  when  the  latter  gave  him  a  wooden  slate,  on  which  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet  were  written.  In  proof  of  this,  thirty-four  verses  from  the  Granth  are 
quoted,  inscribed  the  "wooden  slate"  (Vjt,  patti),  which  Nanak  is  supposed  to  have  uttered  on 
that  occasion,  but,  no  doubt,  the  story  was  invented  in  order  to  account  for  the  verses,  as  is 
evident  from  other  cases  of  the  kind. 

The  further  development  of  Nanak's  character  is  not  touched  upon,  apparently  because  at 
that  time  nothing  was  known  about  it.  One  story  only  is  inserted,  which  tells  how  Nanak,  whilst 
grazing  his  father's  buffaloes,  allowed  them  to  break  into  a  cultivated  field  and  destroy  the  crop. 
"When  the  owner  of  the  field  sued  Nanak's  father  for  damages,  Nanak  denied  his  guilt,  and  when 
the  field  was  inspected,  it  was  found  uninjured. 

The  marriage  of  Nanak,  as  well  as  that  of  his  sister  Nanakl  with  Jairam,  which  to  the  later 
compilers  have  offered  such  an  exuberant  field,  is  totally  omitted  here.  It  is  only  briefly  re- 
marked that  by  the  order  of  God  two  sons  were  born  in  the  house  of  Nanak,  Lakhmi-das  and 
Siri-cand,  but  that  Nanak  continued  to  lead  a  recluse  life. 

Then  follows  a  miraculous  story  that  one  day  Nanak  laid  himself  down  under  a  tree  and  fell 
asleep.  By  chance  Eae  Bular  came  there  and  saw  that  while  the  shadows  of  the  other  trees  had 
travelled  round,  that  of  the  tree  under  which  Nanak  slept  remained  stationary.  This  circumstance 
induced  Eae  Bular  to  impress  on  Kalfl,  who  bore  ill-will  towards  his  son  on  account  of  his  dreaming 
propensities,  that  Nanak  was  a  great  man  and  that  the  father  was  exalted  by  him;  but  these 
words  made  no  impression  on  Kalii's  mind,  who  slightingly  answered,  that  the  things  of  God  only 
God  knew.  The  later  Janam-sakhis  have  embellished  and  enlarged  this  story  by  adding  another 
miracle,  that  a  large  black  snake  expanded  its  hood  over  Nanak  in  order  to  protect  him  from 
the  glowing  rays  of  the  sun. 

Then  it  is  stated  expressly,  that  Nanak  always  kept  company  with  Paqirs  and  was  averse  to 
any  earnest  labour  or  oalling,  which  greatly  alarmed  his  family,  who  would  not  recognize  his 
divine  calling,  and  especially  his  worldly-minded  father  Kalii,  whom  the  narrators  seem  to  take 
a  secret  pleasure  in  describing  as  a  miser.  His  family  at  last  considered  him  a  lunatic  and  began 
to  mourn  this  calamity.2  At  the  instigation  of  the  relatives  a  physician  was  called,  but  he  could 
do  nothing,  Nanak  showing  himself  the  cleverer  of  the  two. 

It  is  very  significant,  that  this  whole  circumstance  is  carefully  passed  over  in  the  later  Janam- 
sakhls,  as  every  other  point  which  throws  an  unfavourable  or  doubtful  light  on  Nanak. 

At  last  his  parents  sent  Nanak  to  Sultanpur,  to  his  brother-in-law  Jairam,  who  held  an  ap- 
pointment in  the  commissariat  of  Navab  Daulat  Khan.  They  probably  despaired  of  bringing  him 
into  an  orderly  course  of  life  at  home;   but  according  to  the  original  text,   he   was  sent  by  the 

1  Talvandi  is  mentioned  as  the  property  of  Rae  Bhoe;  the  Lord  in  Nanak's  time  was  Rae  Bular,  a 
Musalman  Rajput  of  the  Bhatti  family,  a  descendant  of  Rae  Bhoe. 

2  The  original  text  (p.  26)  runs  thus:   sfsf  WW  M^T?  T?  ?€^  %^*KT  7T  ?5TJTT   "f^fe 
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order  of  God.  By  the  good  services  of  his  brother-in-law,  Nanak  also  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
missariat, and  he  conducted  himself  to  general  satisfaction.  His  wife  and  two  children  he  left 
behind  at  Talvandi,  his  domestic  life  being  by  no  means  happy,  owing,  it  appears,  to  his  own 
fault,  as  nothing  is  reported  prejudicial  to  his  wife.  At  Sultanpur  he  was  joined  by  a  certain 
Mardana,  by  profession  a  begging  musician  of  the  Musalman  persuasion.  After  his  daily  work 
he  spent  his  nights  with  Mardana  in  praising  God,  Mardana  playing  the  rebeck,  whilst  he  himself 
improvised  verses  to  the  tunes. 

One  morning  he  went  to  the  canal  to  bathe.  Whilst  bathing,  angels  seized  him  and  carried 
him  to  the  divine  presence.  Here  he  received  the  prophetic  initiation,  a  cup  of  nectar  being 
presented  to  him  with  the  injunction  to  proclaim  the  name  of  Hari  on  earth.  After  this 
he  was  brought  back  again  to  the  canal,  whence  he  returned  home.  He  was  received  with 
amazement:  for  his  servant,  to  whom  he  had  handed  over  his  clothes  when  entering  the  water, 
had  run  home  on  Nanak's  disappearance,  and  spread  the  news  that  he  was  drowned.  On  hearing 
this  intelligence,  even  the  EMn  himself  is  said  to  have  ridden  to  the  spot  and  to  have  given 
orders  to  the  fishermen  to  search  with  their  nets  for  the  corpse  of  Nanak,  but  they  had  been 
unable  to  find  it. 

After  this  accident,  which  somehow  seems  to  be  based  on  a  historical  fact,  Nanak  divided 
all  he  had  among  the  poor,  left  his  house,  and  turned  Faqlr,  Mardana  accompanying  him.  The 
Khan  endeavoured  to  retain  a  faithful  servant,  but  Nanak  stood  firm  in  his  resolution. 

The  later  compilations  have  given  to  this  story  quite  a  different  turn.  According  to  them 
Nanak  goes  to  Sultanpur  by  the  advice  of  Eae  Bular,  who  can  bear  no  longer  Kalii's  disrespectful 
treatment  of  his  wonderful  son.  At  Sultanpur  he  is  appointed  to  the  commissariat.  But  he  gives 
alms  so  abundantly,  that  Jairam  considers  it  advisable  to  report  it  to  Kalu,  who,  in  consequence 
of  this  news,  comes  to  Sultanpur,  and  sharply  enjoins  on  his  son  a  more  parsimonious  conduct.  At 
Nanak's  request  his  accounts  are  examined  by  Jairam,  but  a  considerable  surplus  appears  in  his 
favour.  In  order  to  accustom  Nanak  to  economy,  his  marriage  is  planned  by  Jairam  at  Kalii's 
request,  and  this  is  described  in  full  detail.  But  notwithstanding  his  married  state  Nanak 
continues  his  former  habits  of  giving  lavish  alms,  which  leads  to  domestic  quarrels  and  the 
interference  of  his  parents-in-law.  This  is  very  graphically  described,  the  later  compilers  here 
apparently  feeling  very  sure  of  the  ground  under  their  feet. 

To  the  story  of  the  bath  in  the  canal,  which  could  not  quite  be  set  aside,  a  different  turn  is 
given.  Nanak's  initiation  into  the  Guruship  is  not  mentioned  (though  this  is  the  very  turning- 
point  of  the  whole  story),  as  according  to  these  later  compilations  JVanaJc  has  entered  the  world 
as  Avatar,  as  the  Formless  one  himself.  It  is  therefore  related,  that  one  of  the  Govind-faqirs 
advised  him  to  bathe  in  the  river  daily,  in  order  to  cure  himself  of  a  liver-complaint.  One 
day  Nanak,  whilst  taking  a  bath,  was  lost  in  the  river.  On  this  the  rumour  was  spread  that 
Nanak  had  been  guilty  of  embezzlement.  When  he  reappeared  after  three  days  (it  is  not  even 
hinted  where  he  was  during  those  three  days),  the  Khan  ordered  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
his  accounts,  but  it  turned  out  that  760  Eupees  were  due  to  him,  which  Nanak  would  not 
accept,  but  taking  his  discharge  retired  into   the  wilderness,  leaving  his  wife  and  children  behind. 

As  it  appears,  Nanak  stayed  at  first  in  the  vicinity  of  Sultanpur.  His  first  saying,  which 
made  some  noise  amongst  the  people,  was:  "There  is  no  Hindu  and  no  Musalman,"  but  this 
brought  upon  him  again  the  charge  of  madness.  At  the  instigation  of  the  Kazi  the  Navab  Daulat 
Khan  summoned  him  to  his  presence  in  order  to  interrogate  him  about  this  new  doctrine.  It  was 
just  the  time  of  noonday-prayer  and  the  Khan  invited  Nanak  to  accompany  him  to  the  mosque. 
The  Kazi  said  prayers,  but  Nanak,  instead  of  listening  devoutly,  began  to  laugh.  Prayers  being 
over  the  Kazi  complained  of  the  irreverent  conduct  of  Nanak.  Being  called  to  account  by  the 
Khan  he  replied,  that  he  laughed,  because  the  prayers  of  the  Kazi  were  nugatory.     Being  asked  for 
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a  nearer  explanation  he  continued,  that  the  Kazi  had  left  a  foal  in  his  courtyard,  in  which  there 
was  an  open  well;  and  that  whilst  saying  prayers  his  thoughts  were  always  wandering  hack  to 
the  foal,  lest  it  should  fall  into  tiie  well.  On  this  the  Kazi  fell  down  at  Nanak's  feet  and  con- 
fessed that  it  was  true.  Nanak  rose  at  once  in  the  estimation  of  all,  and  the  Khan  dismissed  him 
graciously.  He  now  commenced  wandering  about  the  country,  accompanied  by  Mardana,  the 
musician. 

Up  to  this  point  both  relations  agree,  at  least  in  substance,  though  the  later  compilations,  out 
of  love  for  the  miraculous,  strive  hard  to  exaggerate  everything  into  the  supernatural.  But  with 
the  commencement  of  the  wanderings  of  "Nanak  nearly  all  points  in  common  cease  and  the  old 
and  the  later  tradition  diverge  in  such  a  manner  that  they  cannot  be  reconciled.  This  proves 
sufficiently,  either  that  very  little  was  known  about  them  or  that  very  little  could  be  said  about 
them,  as  the  old  Janam-sakhi  testifies.  The  later  tradition,  which  pretends  to  have  a  knowledge 
of  all  the  details  of  the  life  of  Nanak,  was  therefore  compelled  to  put  forth  as  voucher  for  its 
sundry  tales  and  stories  Bhai  Bala,  who  is  said  to  have  been  the  constant  companion  of  Nanak 
from  his  youth  up,  whereas  our  old  Janam-sakhi  does  not  even  once  mention  Bhal  Bala,  though  at 
every  new  wandering  of  Nanak  it  gives  the  names  of  his  companions.  If  Bhai  Bala,  had  been  the 
constant  companion  of  Nanak  and  a  sort  of  mentor  to  him,  as  he  appears  now  in  the  current 
Janam-sakhis,  it  would  be  quite  incomprehensible,  why  never  a  single  allusion  should  have  been 
made  to  him  in  the  old  tradition. 

"We  will  now  briefly  sum  up  here,  what  the  old  Janam-sakhi  has  to  say  about  the  further  life 
of  Nanak. 

His  first  wandering  is  said  to  have  been  to  the  east.  There  he  came  to  a  certain  Shekh 
Sajan,  who  had  built  a  temple  for  Hindus  and  a  mosque  for  Muhammadans.  He  received  all  who 
came  to  him,  with  ostensible  friendliness,  but  murdered  them,  whilst  sleeping,  and  plundered  their 
goods.  Nanak  got  quickly  at  the  bottom  of  his  rascality  and  convinced  him  of  his  sinful  life,  which 
brought  him  to  repentanoe. 

At  Dilli  he  is  said  to  have  vivified  a  dead  elephant.  But  when  the  then  emperor,  who  had 
heard  of  this  miracle,  called  on  Nanak  to  kill  the  elephant  and  to  vivify  it  in  his  presence,  he 
prudently  declined. 

Also  Thags,  with  whom  he  fell  in  on  his  way,  he  brought  to  repentance  by  his  firm  and 
intrepid  conduct. 

Other  adventures,  which  he  is  narrated  to  have  experienced,  are  so  childish  and  nonsensical, 
that  it  is  not  worth  while  mentioning  them. 

At  the  capture  of  Sayyidpur  he  is  reported  to  have  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  troops  of  Babar, 
but  by  a  miracle  he  attracted  the  attention  of  Babar,  who  released  him  with  the  other  prisoners. 
As  Babar  conquered  the  Panjab  in  1524,  a  personal  meeting  of  Nanak  with  Babar  is  not  impossible, 
but  it  is  not  very  probable.  For  Nanak  speaks  in  the  Granth  several  times  of  the  great  calamities 
which  at  that  time  befell  various  cities  of  the  Panjab ;  Babar  also  is  mentioned  by  him,  but  no 
allusion  whatever  is  made  to  his  having  come  into  personal  contact  with  Babar. 

The  meetings  and  verbal  contests  with  other  Faqlrs  and  Shekhs,  which  are  described  at  full 
length,  are  in  themselves  very  probable,  but  in  other  respects  of  no  importance,  except  that  they 
give  some  hints  to  the  mental  development  of  Nanak.  After  some  lengthened  wanderings  Nanak 
retraced  his  steps  to  his  home  at  Talvandl. 

His  unquiet  spirit  gave  him  no  rest  at  home  and  he  soon  commenced  his  second  wandering, 
which  was  directed  to  the  south.  The  incidents  of  this  period  also  are  of  little  consequence. 
That  on  this  excursion  he  should  have  come  to  Ceylon  (Singhala  dvipa),  as  is  reported,  is  in  the 
highest  degree  unlikely.  The  whole  story  is  so  mixed  up  with  the  miraculous,  that  it  bears  the 
stamp   of  fable  on  its  front.      It  is  based  -on    altogether    erroneous    suppositions,    the    kiDg    and 
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the  inhabitants  of  Ceylon  being  represented  as  common  Hindus,  the  Sikh  author  being  quite 
unaware  of  the  fact  that  the  popular  religious  belief  there  was  Buddhism.  That  Nanak  founded 
there  a  "Sangat"  (congregation),  the  order  of  whose  divine  service  even  is  detailed,  contradicts 
all  history,  and  is  an  invention  of  later  [times,  when  Sikhism  had  commenced  to  spread  to  the 
south.  From  this  tour  Nanak  is  said  to  have  returned  to  Talvandl  and  to  have  spent  some 
time  at  home. 

His   third  wandering  he  directed   to  the  north,   where  he  is  reported  to  have  visited  Kashmir, 

which  is  not  improbable. 

On  this  tour  he  is  said  to  have  eaten  the  poisonous  fruits  and  blossoms  of  the  Akk-tree 
in  a  dried  state.  Nothing  remarkable  is  mentioned  on  this  tour,  except  that  he  had  a  long  con- 
versation with  a  Kashmiri  Pandit,  which  ended  in  the  Pandit's  becoming  a  disciple  of  Nanak. 
His  visit  to  mount  Sumeru,  where  he  is  reported  to  have  had  a  long  discussion  with  Mahadev 
and  the  chief  Jogls,  belongs  of  course  to  the  realm  of  fiction. 

His  fourth  wandering  he  is  said  to  have  directed  to  the  west,  going  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
Mehhah.  On  arriving  at  llekkah,  he  laid  himself  down,  and  by  chance  stretched  his  feet 
towards  the  Ka'bah.  The  Kazi  Buknu-ddln,  on  observing  this,  reproached  Nanak  with  irreverence 
towards  the  house  of  God.  Nanak  replied:  "Put  my  feet  in  that  direction,  where  the  house  of 
God  is  not."  The  Kazi  turned  the  feet  of  Nanak,  but  wherever  he  turned  them,  thither  the 
Ka'bah  also  turned.  On  account  of  this  miracle  the  Kazi  kissed  the  feet  of  Nanak  and  had  a  long 
conversation  with  him,  in  which  he  was,  of  course,  out-argued  by  Nanak.  This  hajj  of  Nanak  is  a 
favourite  theme  with  the  Sikhs  and  a  whole  book  has  been  written  about  it  called  ffg  ^  3RTfe 
The  Conversation  of  Meklcah,  which  is  eagerly  read  by  them.  Owing  to  their  credulity  and 
utter  want  of  geographical  and  historical  knowledge,  no  doubt  of  the  reality  of  this  hajj  seems  to 
have  occurred  to  them,  though  it  is  as  clear  as  daylight,  that  the  whole  story  is  an  invention 
from  beginning  to  end. 

His  fifth  wandering  Nanak  is  said  to  have  made  to  Gorahh-hatarl,  a  place  not  yet  discovered 
by  geographers.  Of  this  expedition  nothing  is  reported  except  a  conversation  with  the  eighty-four 
Siddhs,1  who  belong  likewise  to  the  realm  of  phantasy. 

Nanak  closed  his  life  at  Kartarpur  in  the  Jalandhar  Duab,  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  with 
whom  he  seems  to  have  become  reconciled  towards  the  close  of  his  earthly  career,  though  all  the 
Janam-sakhls  observe  a  deep  silence  on  this  point  and  only  mention  the  bare  fact.  When  he  felt 
his  death  approaching,  he  nominated,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  his  two  sons,  his  devoted 
servant  and  disciple  Lahana  (or  Angad)  his  successor  in  the  Guruship.  He  died  in  the  Samvat 
year  1595,  on  the  tenth  of  the  light  half  of  the  month  of  Asu  (a.d.  1538,  about  the  10th  of 
October).2 

This  is  the  sum  of  all  that  can  be  gathered  from  this  oldest  source  as  to  the  life  of 
Nanak.  It  is  a  biography  containing  very  little  to  attract  our  interest  and,  mutatis  mutandis, 
applicable  to  nearly  every  Hindu  Faqlr.  If  more  could  have  been  said  of  Nanak,  we  might  be 
sure,  that  his  devoted  disciples,  who  revered  in  him  the  saviour  of  the  world,  would  not  have 
passed  it  over  in  silence.  The  writers  of  the  later  Janam-sakhls,  to  whom  this  picture  of  Nanak 
appeared  too  scanty  and  mean,  did  their  best  to  embellish  it  with  all  sorts  of  wonderful  tales 
and  stories,    but    in   comparison    with    this    older   tradition   they   cannot  be    held  in    any   account. 

1  Siddha,  i.e.  a  perfect  Jogi,  of  whom  generally  eighty-four  are  enumerated,  but  their  names  are  nowhere 
stated ;  they  are  popularly  considered  as  a  kind  of  demi-gods. 

2  This  is  the  date  given  by  the  old  Janam-sakhi ;  the  later  compilations  give  the  year  1539;  see  the 
translation. 
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"We  append  here  a  literal  translation  of  the  old  Janam-sakhl  marked  A.  Of  the  current  Janam- 
sakhls,  which  differ  from  each  other  merely  in  minor  points,  we  give  only  those  parts,  which 
are  of  interest  for   the  sake  of  comparison.     This  later  compilation  is  marked  B.1 


A. 

JANAM-SAKHI     OF    BABA    NANAK. 

By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

The  holy  true  Guru  came  to  save  the  world;    in  the  Kali-yug  Baba  Nanak  was  born,  the  supreme 

Brahm's  own  devotee. 

By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

Iq  Sambat,  1526,  Baba,  Nanak  was  born  in  the  month  of  Vaisakh;*  in  a  moonlight  night  at  an 
early  hour,  while  yet  about  a  watch  of  the  night  was  remaining,  he  was  born.  Unbeaten  sounds 
were  produced  at  the  gate  of  the  Lord.  The  thirty- three  crores  of  gods  paid  homage  (to  the  child 
Nanak).  The  sixty-four  Joginis,  the  fifty-two  heroes,  the  six  ascetics,  the  eighty- four  Siddhs,  the 
nine  Naths,  paid  homage,3  "because  a  great  devotee  has  come  to  save  the  world;  to  him  homage 
should  be  paid !  " 

At  that  time  Kalii,  a  Khatri  by  caste,  a  Vedi  (by  clan),  was  living  at  Talvandl,  a  village  of  Bae 
Bhoe,  the  Bhatti ;  there  (Nanak)  was  born. 

When  he  became  big,  he  began  to  play  with  the  boys,4  but  the  views  of  the  boys  and  his  were 
different.     In  his  spirit  he  was  occupied  with  the  Lord. 

When  Baba.  (Nanak)  was  five  years  old,  he  began  to  talk  of  the  Shastras  and  of  the  Vedas ; 
whatever  he  says,  that  he  (also)  understands;  everybody  received  comfort  from  him.  The  Hindus 
say,  that  some  form  of  a  god  has  become  incarnate  and  the  Musalmans  say,  that  some  holy  man  of 
God  has  been  born. 

1  I  used  for  this  purpose  a  Gurmukhi  MS.  belonging  to  myself,  a  MS.  belonging  to  the  India  Office 
Library,  marked  Jgg  Bibliotheca  Leydeniana,  and  a  lithographed  copy,  published  at  Lahore  (1871)  with  the 
title :  Tt75*nmft  "37^  THT&ifcit  UTS  33*nf8W  UTSrT  ?FS  Ht*  551^?  ^nfaT^  *J33rT^t 
f^,d^  Ol^-H  JUtHtI  ^TS  %  *HWni-  This  book,  containing  many  bold  woodcuts,  is  utterly  spoiled  in 
the  latter  half  by  the  maliciousness  of  the  scribe,  the  letters  being  purposely  so  disfigured,  that  they  can  no 
longer  be  read  without  the  help  of  a  manuscript.  Large  extracts  are  also  contained  in  the  fjTfcft  $  cUti  ■7^' 
f^ftjjJfT,  published  at  Ludihana  by  the  American  Mission  Press,  1868. 

2  Both  Janam-sakhis  agree  as  to  the  year,  but  not  as  to  the  month  ;  for  according  to  B  (2),  he  was  born 
in  the  month  of  Katak  (middle  of  October — the  middle  of  November).  The  month  Vaisakh  is  middle  of 
April — middle  of  May ;  his  birth  took  therefore  place  either  in  May  or  November  of  1469  a.d. 

3  Compare  B  (2).  4  See  B  (3). 
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When  the  Baba  was  seven  years  old,  Kalu  said:  "0  Nanak,  read!"1  Then  he  brought  Guru 
Nanak  to  the  schoolmaster.  Kalu  said:  "0  schoolmaster,  teach  this  one  to  read!"  The  school- 
master wrote  a  slate  and  gave  it  to  him,  containing  the  thirty-five  letters  (of  the  Gurmukhl  alphabet) ; 
the  slate  (is  contained)  in  the  Rag  Asa,  Mahala  I.2  The  first  word  he  read  was :  "  By  the  favour 
of  the  holy  true  Guru !  " 

[Now  follows  a  quotation  of  thirty-four  verses  from  the  Bag  Asa,  but  without  any  translation 
or  paraphrase  being  added  to  it.  After  some  conversation  between  the  schoolmaster  and  Nanak  on  the 
subject  of  these  verses  the  story  continues.] 

The  Pandit  became  astonished  and  paid  reverence  (to  him),  "because  this  is  a  perfect  one." 
"What  comes  into  thy  mind,  that  do!"  Then  the  Guru  Baba  went  home  and  sat  down.  It  was 
the  order  of  the  Lord,  that  he  did  no  work  whatever.  When  he  sits  down,  he  remains  seated  ; 
when  he  goes  to  sleep,  he  remains  asleep.  He  associates  with  Faqirs.  His  father  Kalu  became 
astonished,  what  would  become  of  him.3 

(two  leaves  being  lost).     Nothing  of  the  field  of  this  one  is  spoiled.4     Then  the 

Bhatti  said :  "  Sir,  my  field  indeed  is  laid  waste ;  I  am  robbed,  my  field  is  spoiled.  Procure  me 
justice,  if  not,  I  go  to  the  Turks."  Guru  Nanak  answered :  "  0  Divan,  health  (to  (thee) !  if  one 
blade  be  spoiled  or  cut  off,   then  answer  must  be  made  for  it ;    but  send  thou  thy  own  man  and 

look!"     Then  Bae  Bular  sent  his  own  footmen (a  lacuna  in  the  MS.)     Not  one  blade 

was  destroyed.  Then  the  Baba.  made  a  Sabd;0  it  is  written  in  the  Bag  Suhi,  Mahala  I.'  [four 
verses  follow  without  a  paraphrase].  Then  Bae  Bular  called  that  Bhatti  a  liar.  Nanak  and 
Kalu  both  went  home. 

Then  came  the  order  of  the  Lord,  that  in  the  house  of  Guru  Nanak  two  sons  should  be  born, 
Lakhmi-das  and  Siri-cand.  But  Nanak's  retirement  from  the  world  was  not  given  up ;  Guru 
Nanak  going  to  trees  remained  (there)  retired  from  the  world  (MS.  p.  21). 

Then  one  day  the  Baba,  Guru  Nanak  went  and  fell  asleep  in  a  garden.7  The  day  went  down 
again  and  he  did  not  rise.  At  that  time  Bae  Bular,  the  Bhatti  chief,  was  occupied  in  this  business 
(of  his  chieftainship,  i.e.  measuring  land).  Coming  and  coming  when  he  entered  the  garden,  some 
one  had  fallen  asleep  under  a  tree.  But  when  he  looked  on,  he  saw,  that  the  shade  of  the  other 
trees  had  gone,  and  that  the  shade  of  this  tree  was  remaining.  Bae  Bular  said:  "Awaken  him!" 
When  he  was  raised,  it  was  found,  that  it  was  the  son  of  Kalu.  Then  Bae  Bular  said :  "  Friends, 
we  have  seen  a  wonderful  thing,  and  look  also  at  this,  it  is  not  empty ! " 8  Then  Bae  Bular  went 
home  and  sent  for  Kalu,  and  said  to  him:  "Kalu,  don't  be  saying  to  this  thy  son:  'Fie  upon  thee, 
die ! '  he  is  a  great  man,  my  town  is  a  sacrifice  to  him.  Kalu,  thou  hast  become  exalted  and  I  also 
am  exalted,  in  whose  town  this  one  has  been  born."  Kalu  said :  "  The  things  of  God  even  God 
knows,"  and  went  home. 

Guru  Nanak  kept  company  with  Faqirs,  with  any  one  (else)  he  did  not  converse.  The  whole 
family  was  grieved  thereby,  and  said:  "He  has  become  mad."     Then  came  the  mother  of  Guru  Nanak 

!.SeeB(3). 

3  Mahala  I.  designates  the  writings  of  Nanak,  Mahala  II.  those  of  Angad,  etc.  Every  piece  is  thus 
marked  in  the  Granth.  The  patti  (or  wooden  slate)  is  found  in  the  Rag  Asa  (Lahore  lithographed  edition  of 
the  Granth),  p.  477  sqq. 

3  Compare  B  (3),  at  the  end. 

4  See  B.  (4),  where  the  same  story  is  related. 

5  The  Caupada  and  Dupada  are  called  by  one  common  name  +JfcJ-£,  Sabd. 
8  See  Rag  Suhi,  Sabd,  Mah.  I.  v.  7. 

See  B  (5).  8  That  is :  it  forebodes  something  important. 
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and  said  to  him :  "  Son,  it  does  not  behove  thee,  to  sit  with  "Faqirs,  thou  hast  a  house  and  family, 
daughters 1  and  sons,  do  some  work !  leave  off  making  continually  good  words !  the  people  laugh 
at  us,  that  the  son  of  Kalii  has  become  mad."  Such  words  his  mother  spake,  but  they  made  no 
impression  whatever  on  the  heart  of  Nanak. 

He  went  away  again  and  fell  down.  As  he  had  fallen,  so  he  passed  four  days.  "When  she 
had  ceased  rubbing  him,2  the  wife  of  the  Baba  came  to  her  mother-in-law  and  said :  "  0  mother- 
in-law,  how  canst  thou  sit  down,  whose  son  has  fallen?  It  is  now  the  fourth  day,  he  does  neither 
eat  nor  drink."  Then  his  mother  came  and  said:  "Son,  it  does  not  become  thee  to  fall  down; 
eat  and  drink  something  and  look  after  thy  fields  and  crops !  be  a  little  attentive  to  thy  work ! 
thy  whole  family  is  grieved.  And,  son,  what  does  not  please  thee,  that  do  not,  we  will  not  say 
anything  to  thee:  why  hast  thou  gone  away  again?"  Then  Kalii  heard  of  it  and  came.  He  said: 
"  Son,  what  are  we  commanding  thee  ?  but  to  do  work  is  good.  Though  the  sons  of  Khatrls  have 
money,  yet  they  do  (some)  work.  Son,  our  field  out  there  stands  ripe  (for  the  sickle)  and  (that) 
it  may  not  be  wasted,  how,  if  thou  wouldst  be  standing  in  it?  then  the  people  will  say:  'the  son 
of  Kalu  has  become  a  good  son.'  The  field  is  with  its  owners,  0  son!"  Then  Guru  Nanak  said: 
"  0  father,  a  private  field  is  ploughed  by  us,  that  we  take  care  of.  The  plough  is  carried  over 
it  by  us,  seed  is  sown,  a  hedge  made  round  it ;  day  and  night  we  stand  and  protect  it.  0  father, 
we  do  not  take  care  of  our  own  field,  what  knowledge  have  we  of  another's  (field)  ?  "  Then  Kalu 
became  astonished  and  said:  "Look,  people,  what  this  one  is  saying!"  Then  Kalu  said:  "When 
hast  thou  cultivated  a  private  field  ?  Give  up  such  foolish  talk ;  but  if  it  please  thee,  I  will  give 
thee  at  the  next  harvest  a  new  field  under  cultivation,  it  will  be  seen,  how  thou  wilt  make  it 
ripen  and  eat!"  Guru  Nanak  answered:  "Father,  we  have  now  cultivated  a  field  and  it  has 
grown  up  well,  it  looks  quite  well."  Kalu  said :  "  Son,  I  have  not  seen  any  field  of  thine,  what 
dost  thou  say?"  Then  Guru  Nanak  answered:  "Father,  this  field  has  been  cultivated  by  us,  of 
which  thou  wilt  hear."  Then  Baba  Nanak  recited  one  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Sorathi  it  is  contained, 
Mahala  I.3  [now  follows  the  Sabd  with  one  Bahau].  Then  the  Baba  said  again:  "0  father:  our  field 
is  sown,  as  thou  hast  heard.  Our  field  is  sown  and  stands  and  has  grown  up.  "We  have  so  much 
reliance  on  this  field,  that  the  whole  government  tax  will  fall  off,  it  will  make  no  further  demand. 
Sons  and  daughters  will  become  happy,  and  the  poor,  brothers  and  relatives,  all  will  be  profited 
thereby.  The  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  done  farming  work,  gives  me  much  assistance ;  for  that  day, 
when  there  is  union  with  him,  I  am  much  rejoicing.  "Whatever  I  ask,  that  he  is  giving  me. 
Father,  such  a  great  Lord  I  have  sought  and  found.  Traffic,  service,  shop,  all  has  been  entrusted 
by  him  (to  me)."  Then  Kalu  became  astonished  and  said :  "  Such  a  Lord,  0  son,  we  have  never 
seen  nor  heard  of."  Nanak  answered:  "0  father,  by  whom  my  Lord  has  been  seen,  by  them  he 
is  praised."  Then  Guru  Nanak  recited  one  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Asa,  Mahala  I.4  [now  follows  one 
Sabd,  consisting  of  four  verses].  Then  Kalu  said:  "Give  up  these  things  and  walk  after  the  manner 
of  other  people ;  it  is  nothing  to  live  without  a  calling."  Then  Baba  Nanak  remained  silent.  Kalu 
rose  and  went  after  his  work.    He  said :  "  This  work  is  beyond  our  strength,  but  may  not  the  field 

1  It  appears  hence,  that  Nanak  had  also  daughters,  not  only  two  sons,  as  stated  by  the  later  Janam- 
sakhis. 

2  The  original  is:  yfj  *lf§5  ^Sn";  W53T>  to  ruD  (a  person  in  a  swoon).  Had  Nanak  epileptic  fits? 
In  B.  (6)  this  is  more  represented  under  the  head  of  idleness,  Nanak  is  called  there  a  ifStf^,  an  idler.  In 
the  Lahore  lithographed  edition  of  the  now  current  Janam-sakhi  it  is  related  (p.  387),  that  Nanak  assumed 
the  behaviour  of  a  madman,  in  order  to  drive  the  people  away  (f^^TST  iQd  'M^fW'HT)'  Something 
seems  to  have  been  the  matter  with  him,  as  is  now  and  then  hinted  at. 

3  See,  Sorathi,  Sabd  II.  (1),  Mah.  I.  *  See,  Asa,  Caupada  I.,  Mah.  I. 
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outside  be  damaged!"  Then  came  his  mother  and  began  to  give  him  instruction:  "0  son,  forget 
for  four  days  the  name !  stand  up,  put  on  clothes  and  go  about  in  the  lanes  and  streets,  that  the 
people  may  be  reassured  (of  thy  health)  and  that  every  one  may  say :  '  The  son  of  Kalu  has  become 
well  (again).' "     Then  the  Baba  recited  a  Sabd  [now  follows  a  Sabd,  consisting  of  four  verses].1 

Then  his  mother  rose  and  went  away  and  gave  information  (as  to  his  state)  in  the  family. 
The  whole  family  and  clan  of  the  Vedls  began  to  grieve  and  to  say,  that  a  great  calamity  had 
happened,  that  the  son  of  Kalu  had  become  mad. 

Then  Baba  Niinak  did  neither  eat  nor  drink  for  three  months.  The  whole  clan  of  the  Vedls 
became  dispirited.  All  began  to  say:  "Kalu,  how  canst  thou  sit  down  quietly,  whose  son  has 
fallen  (sick)?  Call  some  physician  and  give  him  some  medicine,  thy  son  will  become  well,  then 
what  is  the  outlay  of  some  Eupees?"  Kalu  rose  and  called  a  physician.  "When  the  physician  had 
come,  he  took  the  arm  of  Nanak  to  feel  his  pulse.  Nanak  pulled  away  his  arm  and  standing  on 
his  legs  he  rose  and  said:  "  0  physician,  what  art  thou  doing?"  The  physician  answered:  "  I  look 
after  the  disease,  that  may  be  in  thy  spirit."  The  Baba,  laughed  and  uttered  a  Slok  [now  follow 
four  verses].2  The  Baba  made  also  a  Sabd  on  the  subject  of  the  physician  in  the  Bag  Malar 
[there  follow  four  verses].3 

The  physician  being  afraid  stood  in  the  shop  and  said:  "Brother,  don't  be  anxious,  this  is 
removing  the  pain."  Then  the  Baba  uttered  a  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Gauri,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow 
six  verses].* 

Then  came  the  order  of  the  Lord,  that  Guru  Nanak  went  away  (from  home).  The  brother- 
in-law  of  Baba  Nanak  was  Jairam,  who  was  the  steward  of  the  Nabab  Daulat  Khan.6  Jairam 
had  heard  that  Nanak  was  distracted  in  his  mind  and  did  no  work  whatever.  He  wrote  a  letter 
that  Nanak  should  come  to  him.  Guru  Nanak  read  this  letter  and  said:  "May  it  be  so,  I  will 
join  Jairam."  The  people  of  the  house  said,  that  it  would  be  good,  if  he  would  go,  perhaps  his 
mind  would  become  settled  there.  The  Baba  rose  and  went  to  Sultanpur.  The  wife  of  the  Baba 
began  to  weep  and  said:  "Thou  wast  never  kissing  me  before,  thou  art  now  going  abroad,  how 
wilt  thou  come  (again)?"  The  Baba  said:  "0  silly  one,  what  were  we  doing  here?  and  what 
shall  we  do  there  ?  I  am  of  no  use  to  thee."  She  rose  and  addressed  again  this  petition  to  him : 
"When  thou  wast  sitting  in  the  house,  then  I  had,  in  my  view,  the  sovereignty  of  the  whole  world. 
0  dear,  this  world  is  of  no  use  to  me  whatever."  Then  the  Guru  became  tender  and  said :  "  Do  not 
be  anxious :  every  day  the  sovereignty  shall  be  thine."  She  said :  "  Sir,  I  shall  not  remain 
behind,  take  me  with  thee."  The  Baba  answered:  "It  is  (the  order)  of  the  Lord,  that  I  am 
going.  If  I  shall  gain  some  livelihood  there,  I  shall  call  thee  there.  Mind  thou  my  order." 
Then  she  kept  silence.  Guru  Nanak  then  took  leave  from  his  relatives  and  friends  and  went  to 
Sultanpur.  He  arrived  there  and  met  with  Jairam.  Jairam  was  very  happy  and  said:  "Brother 
Nanak,  it  is  very  good."  Then  Jairam  went  to  the  court  and  made  this  petition  to  Daulat  Khan : 
"Nabab,  health!  one  brother-in-law  of  mine  has  come;  he  wishes  to  meet  the  Nabab."  Daulat 
Khan  said:  "Go  and  bring  him!"  Jairam  went  and  brought  Guru  Nanak;  he  put  some  present 
(before  the  Nabab)  at  meeting  with  him.  The  Khan  was  much  pleased  and  said:  "What  is  the 
name  of  this  one?"  Jairam  said:  "Sir,  his  name  is  Nanak."  The  Khan  rejoined:  "He  seems 
to  be  a  good  and  honest  man,  entrust  my  work  to  him !  "  Nanak  became  happy  and  smiled.  The 
Khan   gave  him   a   dress   of  honour,    and  Guru   Nanak  and  Jairam  then  went   home.     They  com- 

1  The  place,  where  this  Sabd  is  to  be  found,  is  not  indicated. 
a  The  place,  where  the  Slok  occurs,  is  not  indicated. 

3  To  be  found  in  Malar,  Sabd  7,  Mah.  I.,  but  the  verses  are  given  there  in  a  different  order. 

4  See  Gauri,  Sabd  17,  Mah.  I. 

5  See  this  story  enlarged  in  B.  (11). 
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menced  their  work;  they  did  their  work  in  such  a  way,  that  everybody  was  pleased  with  it.  All 
the  people  said:  "Well,  well,  this  is  some  good  man;  every  one  praised  (him)  before  the  Khan." 
The  Khan  was  very  much  pleased.  Whatever  salary  Guru  Nanak  got,  of  that  he  ate  (=  spent) 
something,  the  rest  he  gave  away*  for  God's  sake.  By  night  he  sang  always  praise  (to  God). 
Afterwards  Mardana,  the  Dum,1  came  from  Talvandl  and  remained  with  the  Baba.  To  others,  who 
came  afterwards,  he  procured  an  interview  with  the  Khan  and  a  stipend,  all  got  their  bread  by  the 
favour  of  Guru  Nanak.  All  were  pleased  and  when  the  Baba's  food  was  prepared,  they  all  came 
and  sat  down.  By  night  continually  praise  was  said  (by  Nanak),  and  when  as  yet  a  watch  of  the 
night2  was  remaining,  the  Baba  went  to  the  river  to  bathe.  When  it  became  dawn  of  day,  he  put 
on  his  clothes,  applied  the  Tilak  (to  his  forehead),  and  having  taken  the  account-book  in  the  office 
he  sat  down  to  write. 

One  day  the  order  of  the  Lord  was  made,  that  the  river  was  going  continually.  He  went 
therefore  there,  taking  one  servant  with  him.  Stripping  off  his  clothes,  he  entrusted  them  to 
the  servant  and  began  to  bathe.  As  he  was  doing  so,  according  to  the  order  of  the  Lord,  servants 
(=  angels)  took  him  away  to  the  threshold  of  the  Lord.  The  servants  said:  "Sir,  Nanak  is  present." 
Then  he  (Nanak)  obtained  a  sight  of  the  true  court  (of  God) ;  the  Lord  was  kind  (to  him). 
Meanwhile  that  servant  (of  Nanak)  was  standing  by  his  clothes.  Standing  and  standing  he  (finally) 
returned  (home)  and  said,  that  Nanak  had  gone  into  the  river,  but  had  not  come  out  again.  He 
went  to  the  Khan  and  said :  "  Khan,  health !  Nanak  has  gone  into  the  river,  but  no  more  come 
out."  The  Khan  mounted  his  horse  and  came  out  to  the  bank  of  the  river.  He  called  fisher- 
men and  made  them  throw  a  net  (into  the  river).  The  fishermen  searching  became  tired,  but 
did  not  find  him.  The  Khan  was  very  much  grieved,  he  mounted  again  his  horse  and  said : 
"Nanak  was  a  good  steward,"  and  returned  home.  It  was  the  order  of  the  Lord,  that  Nanak, 
the  devotee,  was  present  (at  the  threshold).  Then  a  cup  of  nectar  was  filled  and  given  him 
by  the  order  (of  the  Lord).  The  command  was  given:  "Nanak,  this  nectar  is  a  cup  of  my 
name,  drink  it ! "  Then  Guru  Nanak  made  salutation  and  drank  it.  The  Lord  was  kind  and  said : 
"Nanak,  I  am  with  thee,  I  have  made  thee  exalted  and  who  will  take  thy  name,  they  will  all  be 
made  exalted  by  me.  Having  gone  mutter  my  name  and  make  also  other  people  mutter  it ! 
Remain  uncontaminated  from  the  world !  Remain  in  the  name,  (in  giving)  alms,  in  performing 
ablutions,  in  worship  and  remembering  (me)!3  I  have  given  thee  my  own  name,  do  this  work 
(I -told  thee)!" 

Then  Guru  Nanak  made  salutation  and  stood  up.  Then  the  order  of  the  Lord  came:  "Nanak, 
of  what  kind  is  the  greatness  of  my  name?"  The  Baba  answered,  whilst  a  sound  (of  jnusic) 
was  made  without  instruments  being  beaten,  as  it  is  written  in  Sin  Bag,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow 
four  verses].4 

Then  again  a  voice  came:  "Nanak,  my  order  has  come  into  thy  sight,  praise  thou  my  order! 
what  is  done  by  any  one  (but  me)  ?  and  at  my  gate  what  hast  thou  heard  ?  (what)  are  the  musical 
instruments  playing  ? "  The  Baba.  answered :  (and  a  sound  arose),  as  written  in  the  Ragu 
Asa,  Japu,  Mahala,  I.  [there  follows  a  S15k].6  Then  came  again  the  order:  "Nanak,  on  whom 
thy  (favourable)  look  is,   on  him  is  also  mine ;  on  whom  thy  benevolence  is,  on  him  is  also  mine. 

1  3H>  &  caste  of  Musalmans,  who  are  professional  drummers  and  musicians. 
1  VvTcJ>  a  watch,  equal  to  three  hours. 

3  The  words  are  important  as  containing  the  duties  inculcated  to  the  Sikhs ;    they  are :   7>m  "%J7i 

4  See  Siri  Rag,  Sabd  2,  Mali.  I. 

5  This  Slok  is  now  not  found  in  the  Rag  Asa,  but  is  the  first  line  in  the  Japji ;  it  is  the  well-known 
JJfTfe  *T^>  etc. 
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My  name  is :  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Supreme  Lord ;  and  thy  name  is :  the  Guru,  the  Supreme 
Lord." '  Then  Nanak  fell  on  his  feet.  A  dress  of  honour  was  given  to  him ;  a  sound  and  voice 
arose,  it  was  the  Bag  Dhanasarl,  the  Art!  [there  follow  four  verses].2 

Then  order  was  given  to  those  ministers,  that  they  should  hring  Nanak  back  to  that  very 
ferry;  so  they  brought  him  there  on  the  third  day  and  went  off.  He  came  out  from  the  river. 
When  the  people  saw  him,  they  said:  "Friends,  this  one  had  fallen  into  the  river,  whence  has  he 
come  ? "  Nanak  entered  his  house ;  giving  away  everything  he  removed  his  abode  far  off.  Many 
people  assembled,  the  Khan  also  came  and  said:  "Nanak:  what  has  happened  to  thee?"  The 
people  said :  "  Sir,  this  one  had  fallen  into  the  river,  he  has  been  hurt  in  the  river."  Then  the 
Khan  answered:    "Eriends,  this  is  a  great  pity."     He  was  much  grieved,  rose  and  went  away. 

At  that  time  there  was  on  the  body  of  Guru  Nanak  only  a  LangotI,3  he  kept  no  other  piece 
(of  clothing).  He  went  and  sat  down  with  Faqirs.  Mardana,  the  Bum,  also  went  and  sat  down 
with  him.  Guru  Nanak  continued  in  silence  for  one  day.  The  following  day  he  rose  and  said : 
"There  is  no  Hindu  and  there  is  no  Musalman."  The  people  went  and  said  to  the  Khan,  that 
Nanak  was  saying:  "There  is  no  Hindu  and  no  Musalman."  The  Khan  said:  "Don't  think  of 
it,  he  is  a  Faqlr."  One  Kazi  was  sitting  near;  he  said:  "Khan,  this  is  wonderful,  that  he  is 
saying:  there  is  no  Hindu  and  no  Musalman."  The  Khan  said  to  a  man,  that  he  should  call  him, 
saying:  "Nanak,  the  Khan  is  calling  thee."  Guru  Nanak  said  (to  that  man):  ""What  have  I  to 
do  with  thy  Khan?"  The  people  then  said:  "He  has  run  mad  and  is  a  lunatic."  Guru  Nanak 
said  to  Mardana :  "  Play  the  rebeck ! "  Mardana  played  it,  it  was  the  Eag  Marii  and  the  Baba 
uttered  the  Sabd,  Mahala.  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].4  Then  the  Baba  was  silent.  When  he 
said  anything,  then  he  said  this  very  word,  "that  there  was  no  Hindu  and  no  Musalman."  The 
Kazi  said  then:  "0  Khan,  is  it  good,  that  he  says:  'There  is  no  Hindu  and  no  Musalman'?" 
Then  the  Khan  said :  "  Go  and  fetch  him ! "  Then  footmen  (of  the  Khan)  went  and  said :  "  Sir, 
the  Khan  is  calling  you.  The  Khan  says :  '  For  God's  sake,  give  me  an  interview !  I  wish  to 
see  thee.'  "  Then  Guru  Nanak  rose  and  went,  saying :  "  Now,  my  Lord  has  called  me,  I  shall 
go."  He  went,  having  placed  a  club0  on  his  neck.  He  came  and  met  with  the  Khan.  The  Khan 
said:  "Nanak,  for  God's  sake,  take  off  the  club  from  thy  neck!  gird  thy  waist!  thou  art  a  good 
Faqlr."  Then  Guru  Nanak  took  off  the  club  from  his  neck  and  girded  his  waist.  The  Khan 
said:  "Nanak,  it  is  a  misfortune  to  me,  that  a  steward  like  thou  becomes  a  Faqlr."  Then  he 
seated  Nanak  at  his  side  and  said :  "  Kazi,  if  thou  wilt  ask  anything,  ask  now,  otherwise  this  one 
will  not  utter  again  a  word."  The  Kaz!  becoming  friendly,  smiled  and  said:  "Nanak,  thou, 
who  art  saying:  'there  is  no  Hindu  and  no  Musalman,'  what  dost  thou  mean  by  it?"  Nanak 
uttered  a  Slok  in  the  Bag  Majh  [there  follow  four  verses].6 

When  Nanak  had  uttered  this  Slok,  the  Kazi  became  amazed.  The  Khan  then  said:  "0  Kazi, 
it  has  proved  a  failure  to  question  him  !  " 

The  time  of  the  afternoon  prayer  had  come.7  All  arose  and  went  to  say  their  prayers,  and 
the  Baba  also  went  with  them.  The  Kazi  stood  in  front  of  them  all  and  began  to  pray.  Then 
the  Baba  looking  towards  the  Kazi  laughed.  The  Kazi  saw  that  Nanak  was  laughing.  After  the 
prayer  was  finished,  the  Kazi  said :   "  Khan,    health  !  hast  thou  seen,   that  the  Hindu,  looking  to- 

1  In  the  Granth  the  (human)  Guru  is  frequently  identified  with  the  Supreme  Lord,  which  this  story  tries 
to  explain  and  to  account  for.     The  words  of  the  original  are :  JJfJJ  %^[  357©  jra  V3^T3- 

2  Granth,  Lahore  lithographed  edition,  p.  732. 

3  A  piece  of  cloth,  wrapt  round  the  waist,  passing  between  the  legs  and  tucked  behind,  serving  instead 
of  trousers. 

*  Rag  Maru,  Sabd  7,  Mali.  I.  »  ^3^  =  Sansk.  ^-^>  a  club  or  large  stick 

6  See  Majh,  Var  VIII.,  Slok  I.  '  See  B,  Sakhi  17.  " 


JANAM-SAKHI  OF  BABA.  NANAK.     A.  xiii 

wards  the  Musalmans,  was  laughing  ?  thou,  who  art  saying,  that  Nanak  is  a  good  man."  The  Khan 
said:  "Nanak,  what  does  the  KazI  Bay  (against  thee)?"  The  Baba,  answered:  "0  Khan,  what 
have  I  to  care  for  the  KazI  ?  The  prayer  of  the  KazI  however  has  not  been  accepted  (by  God), 
therefore  have  I  laughed."  The  KSz!  said :  "  He  is  making  subterfuges,  let  him  manifest  my  fault." 
The  Baba,  rejoined :  "  Khan,  when  this  one  was  standing  praying,  his  mind  was  not  fixed  (on 
God).  His  mare  had  been  delivered  of  a  she-foal  and  he  had  come  (to  prayer)  having  loosened  the 
foal.  In  the  enclosure  is  a  well  and  this  one  said  (in  his  heart) :  '  May  it  not  be,  that  the  foal 
will  fall  into  the  well ! '  his  mind  had  wandered  there."  Then  the  KazI  came  and  fell  down  at  his 
feet  and  said  :  "  Wonderful,  wonderful,  on  this  one  is  the  favour  of  God !  "  Then  the  KazI  believed. 
Nanak  uttered  a  S15k : 

He  is  a  Musalman,  who  clears  away  his  own  self,  who  is  sincere,  patient,  of  pure  words. 

Who  does  not  touch  what  is  standing,  who  does  not  eat  what  is  fallen  down : 

That  Musalman  will  go  td  paradise,  (says)  Nanak. 
When  the  Baba  had  uttered  this  Slok,  then  the  Sayyids,  the  sons  of  the  Shekhs,  the  KazI, 
the  Mufti,  the  Khan,  the  chiefs  and  leaders  were  amazed.  The  Khan  said  :  "  KazI,  Nanak  has 
arrived  at  the  truth,  to  ask  him  more  has  proved  a  failure."  Wherever  the  Baba  looked,  there  all 
were  saluting  him.  Then  the  Baba  uttered  a  Sabd,  in  Sir!  Rag,  Mahala  I.1  [there  follow  four 
verses].  After  the  Baba  had  recited  this  Sabd,  the  Khan  came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet.  Then 
the  people,  Hindus  and  Musalmans,  began  to  say  to  the  Khan,  that  God  was  speaking  in  Nanak. 
The  Khan  said :  "  0  Nanak,  (my)  dominion,  property,  authority  and  revenue,  all  is  thine."  Nanak 
answered:  "God  will  reward  thee.  I  cannot  remain  now  here.  Dominion,  property  and  household- 
goods  are  thine,  we  forsake  (all)  and  go."  Having  gone  he  sat  down  among  the  Faqlrs.  Then 
the  Faqlrs  rose,  joined  their  hands  and  stood  before  him ;  they  began  to  praise  him  and  to  say : 
"Nanak  has  become  (our)  true  daily  bread  and  is  coloured  in  the  dye  of  the  True  one."  Nanak 
said  then:  "Mardana,  play  the  rebeck!"  Mardana  played  the  rebeck,  the  Rag  Tilang  was  made. 
The  Baba  uttered  the  Sabd,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].2  Then  the  Faqlrs  came,  kissed 
his  foot  and  shook  his  hand.  The  Baba,  was  much  pleased  with  the  Faqlrs  and  showed  much  kindness 
to  them.  The  Khan  also  came ;  Hindus  and  Musalmans,  everybody  stood  before  him  saluting  him. 
Then  they  took  leave  from  the  Guru.  When  the  Khan  came  home,  he  saw  that  the  rooms  of  his 
treasury  were  filled.     (At  this)  the  Baba  was  much  pleased. 

Taking  Mardana  with  him  he  wandered  about;  they  did  not  enter  any  village,  they  did  not 
stop  in  any  jungle  nor  on  any  river.  Now  and  then,  when  Mardana  was  hungry,  the  Baba  said : 
"Mardana,  thou  art  hungry?"  Then  Mardana  answered:  "Yes,  thou  knowest  all."  Nanak  said: 
"Mardana,  go  straight  on  to  the  village,  there  in  front  is  the  Khatrl  "Opal,  go  to  his  house  and 
stand  there  silently;  there  they  will  give  thee  food.  0  Mardana,  to  thee,  who  art  going  with  me, 
some  Hindu,  some  Musalman,  whoever  will  come  and  follow  me,  will  fall  down  at  thy  feet,  they 
will  bring  and  put  before  thee  exquisite  food ;  some  will  bring  Rupees  and  Pais3,s  (copper  coins) ; 
some  will  bring  fine  calicos;  no  one  will  ask  anything,  whence  thou  hast  come  and  whose  servant 
thou  art.  Whoever  will  come  and  follow  me,  he  will  say:  'I  will  bring  and  lay  down  all  my 
property.'  They  will  say:  'We  have  become  exalted,  that  this  interview  has  been  given  (to  us), 
that  the  Baba,  has  been  pleased.'  " 

One  day  Mardana  was  sent  to  a  town ;  in  (thus)  sending  him  much  worship  was  paid  to  him. 
When  he  went,  the  whole  town  came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet.  He  made  up  a  bundle  of  copper 
coins  and  clothes  and  brought  it.  The  Baba,  laughed.  Mardanii  brought  the  clothes  and  the 
copper  coins  to  the  Baba.  Then  the  Baba  said:  "Mardana,  what  hast  thou  brought?"  Mardana 
answered:    "Sir,  true  king,  alms  in  thy  name;    the  whole  town  rose  to  thy  service.     0  King!  I 

1  See  Siri  Rag,  Sabd  27,  Mah.  I.  2  See  Ragu  Tilang,  Sabd  3,  Mah.  I. 
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said  that  I  would  bring  these  things  and  clothes  to  the  Baba."  The  Guru  answered:  "Mardana, 
thou  hast  done  quite  well,  but  these  things  are  of  no  use  whatever  to  me."  Mardana  said :  "  0 
king,  what  shall  I  do?  "  The  Baba  answered  :  "  Throw  them  away  !  "  Then  Mardana  threw  all  the 
things  away,  the  whole  bundle  he  scattered  about  there.  After  that  Mardana  said:  "0  king,  if 
one  is  willing  to  give  alms  in  thy  name  and  puts  it  into  the  mouth  of  a  disciple,  does  his  love  in 
any  way  reach  thee?  And  this  thought  is  also  in  my  heart,  that  thou  art  not  touching  anything 
nor  putting  into  thy  mouth,  with  what  dost  thou  satiate  thyself?  "  The  Guru  Baba  answered : 
"  Mardana,  play  the  rebeck ! "  Mardana  played  the  rebeck  and  the  Eagu  Gaurl  Dipaki  was  made, 
Mahala  I.  The  Baba  uttered  the  Sabd  [there  follow  four  verses].  Then  Mardana  being  moved 
(thereby)  paid  worship  (to  him). 

Then  they  departed  thence.  "Wandering  about  they  came  to  the  house  of  Shekh  Sajan.  His 
house  was  on  the  road ;  he  had  built  there  an  idol-house  and  a  mosque.  If  a  Hindu  came,  he  gave 
him  a  place  (to  stay  in),  and  if  a  Musalman  came,  he  paid  attention  to  him.  "When  the  night  came 
on,  he  used  to  say:  "Go  to  sleep!"  Taking  them  in,  he  threw  them  into  a  well  and  killed  them. 
And  when  it  became  morning,  he  took  a  staff  and  rosary  into  his  hands,  spread  out  a  carpet  to  pray 
on  and  sat  down. 

"When  the  Baba.  and  Mardana  came,  he  did  much  service  to  them  and  said  to  his  people:  "In 
this  one's  hem  is  much  wealth,  but  it  is  concealed ;  on  whose  face  there  is  such  a  splendour,  he 
is  not  empty.  It  is  all  a  story  that  he  is  a  Faqlr."  "When  night  had  set  in  he  said :  "  Bise 
and  go  to  sleep!"  Then  the  Baba  said:  "0  Sajan,  having  recited  one  Sabd  (song)  to  the  service 
of  God,  we  will  go  to  sleep."  Shekh  Sajan  replied :  "  Well,  be  it  so,  Sir !  recite  it,  the  night  is 
fast  passing."  Then  the  Baba  said:  "Mardana,  play  the  rebeck!"  Mardana  played  the  rebeck; 
the  Bag  Suhi  was  made.  Nanak  uttered  the  Sabd,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  six  verses].1  (Then 
Shekh  Sajan  said):  "I  am  a  sacrifice  to  the  interview  (with  thee)."  His  mind  returned  to  him; 
when  he  reflected,  he  found  that  all  his  sins  were  discovered.  He  rose  and  fell  down  at  the  feet 
(of  Nanak),  he  kissed  them  and  said:  "Sir,  pardon  my  sins!"  The  Baba  replied:  "Shekh  Sajan, 
at  the  threshold  of  God  the  sins  are  pardoned  by  two  words."  Shekh  Sajan  humbly  said,  "  Sir, 
say  those  words  by  which  sins  are  forgiven."  Then  Guru  Nanak  became  compassionate  and  said  : 
"  Tell  the  truth,  that  murders  have  been  perpetrated  by  thee  !  "  Then  Shekh  Sajan  began  to  tell 
the  truth.  He  said,  "  Yes,  many  sins  have  been  committed  by  me."  Then  said  Guru  Mnak : 
""Whatever  remains  of  their-  property,  that  bring!  Shekh  Sajan  obeyed  the  order  and  brought  it. 
It  was  given  away  in  the  name  of  God  (as  alms).  He  (Shekh  Sajan)  began  to  mutter :  "  0  Guru, 
Guru  !  "  and  relied  on  the  name. — Say  :  vah  Guru  ! 

Then  he  went  on  from  thence  on  the  road  and  came  to  Panipath.  In  Panipath  was  a  Pir, 
named  Shekh  Saraf ;  his  disciple  was  Shekh  Vatihar.  He  had  come  to  fill  the  water-jug  of  that 
Pir  with  water.  The  Baba  and  Mardana  were  both  seated  further  on.  When  he  came,  he  saluted 
them  and  said:  "Peace  be  to  thee,  0  Darvesh!"  Guru  Nanak  replied:  "To  thee  be  peace,  0 
hand-servant  of  the  Pir!"  Shekh  Vatihar  became  astonished  and  said:  "Till  this  day  no  one 
has  answered  my  salutation.  But  let  it  be  so,  I  will  go  and  inform  my  Pir  of  it."  He  came  and 
said:  "0  Pir,  health!  having  heard  the  voice  of  a  Darvesh  I  have  become  astonished."  The  Pir 
replied:  "Tell,  that  I  may  see,  what  sort  of  a  man  he  is."  Then  Shekh  Vatihar  said:  "May  the 
Pir  live  in  health !  I  had  gone  to  fill  the  jug  :  he  was  sitting  in  front  (of  me),  in  going  I  saluted 
him  and  said :  '  Peace  be  to  thee,  0  Darvesh ! '  Then  he  replied  :  '  To  thee  be  peace,  0  hand-servant 
of  the  Pir!'"  The  Pir  said:  "Son,  who  said  to  thee,  'to  thee  be  peace,'  his  sight  has  been  seen 
(by  me).     Show  me,  where  that  man  was  seen  (by  thee)."      Then  Shekh  Saraf  having  taken  his 

1  See  Rag  Suhi,  Sabd  3,  Mali.  I.  *  The  property  of  the  murdered  persons. 
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disciple  Vafcihar  with  him,  came  to  Guru  Nanak  and  said  [there  follow  a  number  of  questions  on 
the  part  of  the  Shekh,  to  which  Nanak  answers  in  long  verses].  The  Shekh  kissed  his  hands 
and  feet  and  went  to  his  house.  The  Baba  and  Mardana  continued  their  wanderings  and  they 
came  thus  to  Dilll. 

At  that  time  Sultan  Ibrahim  Beg  was  King  of  Dilll.1  Having  come  there  he  remained  there 
during  the  night.  Among  the  elephant-drivers  much  service  was  rendered  to  him  (Nanak).  At 
that  time  there  had  fallen  down  dead  an  elephant.  The  people  were  beating  their  breasts  (in  token 
of  grief)  and  weeping.  The  Baba  asked:  "Why  are  you  weeping?"  They  answered:  ""We  are 
weeping  for  an  elephant."  The  Baba  said:  "Whose  was  the  elephant?"  The  elephant-driver 
replied:  "It  was  the  elephant  of  the  King,  it  belonged  to  the  one  God."2  The  Baba  said  then: 
"Why  do  youthen  weep?"  They  answered:  "Sir,  it  was  our  livelihood."  The  Baba,  replied: 
"Take  up  another  occupation!"  They  said:  "Our  work  had  been  prosperous,  our  family  was 
happy  and  had  its  sustenance  (from  it)."  The  Baba  showed  then  compassion  and  said:  "This 
elephant  lives,  don't  be  weeping !  "  They  said  :  "  Sir,  how  shall  the  dead  one  live  ?  "  The  Baba 
said :  "Go  and  move  your  hands  upon  its  face,  say :  '  vah  Guru ! ' "  They  obeyed  his  order  and 
moved  their  hands  (upon  its  face).  Then  the  elephant  rose  and  stood.  This  matter  was  reported 
to  the  King.  Sultan  Ibrahim  Beg  sent  for  the  elephant.  Having  mounted  he  came  to  see  it, 
having  come  he  sat  down  and  said:  "0  Darvesh,  hast  thou  vivified  this  elephant?"  The  Baba 
replied :  "  The  destroyer  and  vivifier  is  God,  and  the  prayer  of  the  Faqirs  is  for  the  mercy  of 
God."     The  King  said  again:   "Kill  it  and  show  it!"     Then  the  Baba  uttered  this  Slok: 

He  kills  and  vivifies. 

0  Nanak,  besides  the  One  there  is  none  other  ! 

Then  the  elephant  died.  The  King  said  again:  "Make  it  alive!"  The  Baba  answered:  "Tour 
majesty,  the  iron  being  heated  in  the  fire  becomes  red,  but  it  does  not  remain  a  moment  on  the 
hand,  and  (red-hot)  coals  remain  but  for  a  short  time.  So  the  Faqirs  become  red  in  God  and  take 
upon  themselves  a  complete  devotion  to  God,  but  their  devotion  gives  way  (again)."  The  King 
understood  this  and  was  much  pleased.  He  said  then:  "Agree  to  something!"  The  Baba  answered 
with  the  Slok  : 

Nanak  is  hungry  after  God,  for  other  things  he  does  not  care. 

Our  search  is  for  the  sight  (of  God),  for  other  things  we  do  not  search  at  all. 

The  King  understood  this,  rose  and  went.     The  Baba  continued  wandering  about. 

First  (Nanak)  passed  his  retired  life  in  the  east.  There  in  his  retirement  Mardana,  the  rebeck- 
player,  was  with  him.  At  that  time  he  practised  wind-eating.  The  attire  of  the  Baba,  was  one 
mango-coloured  raiment,  and  one  white  raiment;  on  his  feet  he  had  one  pair  of  shoes  and  one  pair 
of  slippers.  Over  his  neck  a  shirt,3  on  his  head  a  Kalandar's  hat,  a  necklace  of  bones,  on  his 
forehead  a  Tilak  (mark)  of  saffron. 

Then  he  met  on  the  road  Shekh  Bajld4  Sayyid,  who  was  going  along  being  mounted  on  a 
palki  (a  kind  of  sedan-chair) ;  with  his  wooden-frame  (on  which  he  was  riding)  were  six  bearers. 
He  alighted  under  a  tree  and  they  (the  bearers)  commenced  to  pull  and  to  fan  him.     Then  Mardana 

1  The  MS.  writes  the  name  "B7PH  T(3\,  instead  of  Ibrahim  Beg.  Ibrahim  Lodi  was  King  of  Dilll  from 
1517—1526,  and  fell  in  battle  against  Babar. 

2  The  original  is:  fgif  *tf£TfJT  ^T  'WT,  rather  a  curious  expression. 

3  The  tp52?t  (irt^)  's  a  kind  of  woollen  shirt  without  sleeves,  worn  by  Faqirs. 

4  Very  likely  JojjIj  . 
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said:  "Is  God  one?"  The  Baba  replied:  "0  Mardana,  God  is  one."  Then  said  Mardana:  "0 
King,  whose  creation  are  those  and  whose  creation  is  he,  who  has  come  mounted  on  a  palkl?  Those 
are  running  on  their  feet  and  with  naked  bodies  have  brought  him  on  their  shoulders,  and  this  one, 
who  is  seated,  they  fan."     Nanak  answered  with  the  Slok  : 

The  ascetics,  who  in  a  former  birth  have  borne  the  sting  of  cold, 
Were  then  worn  out ;  now,  0  Nanak,  they  adorn  their  body. 

The  Baba.  went  on  saying:  "0  Mardana,  from  austerity  comes  dominion  and  from  dominion 
hell.  Whoever  is  born  from  the  womb  of  a  mother,  he  comes  naked  (into  the  world).  (There  is) 
pleasure  and  pain  (in  this  world)  and  last  the  account,  when  he  departs."  Then  Mardana  fell  down 
at  his  feet. 

Departing  thence  they  came  to  Benares.  Having  arrived  there  they  sat  down  in  a  square.1  At 
that  time  there  was  at  Benares  a  Pandit,  called  Catur-das,  who  had  come  to  make  his  ablutions. 
He  saluted  him  (i.e.  Nanak)  and  having  seen  his  (Faqlr's)  garb  he  sat  down  and  said:  "0  devotee, 
thou  hast  no  Saligram  ! 2  thou  hast  no  necklace  of  Tulsi  (holy  basil) !  thou  hast  no  rosary  !  thou 
hast  no  mark  (on  the  forehead)  of  white  clay !  and  thou  callest  thyself  a  devotee  !  What  devotion 
hast  thou  taken  up?"  The  Baba.  said:  "Mardana,  play  the  rebeck!"  Mardana  played  the  rebeck 
and  the  Rag  Basant  was  made.  The  Baba  uttered  the  Sabd,  Mahala  I.  [there  follows  one  verse].3 
The  Pandit  rejoined:  "This  truly  is  collecting  barren  soil,  0  devotee,  but  what  is  that  thing,  by 
means  of  which  the  world  is  gained  and  the  Lord  is  obtained  (also)  ?  "  The  Baba  uttered  then 
the  second  Pauri  [there  follows  one  verse].  The  Pandit  asked  again:  "The  earth  indeed  is  dug 
up,  but  without  watering  it  how  shall  it  become  green?  and  how  shall  the  gardener  consider  it 
his  own?"  Then  the  Baba  uttered  the  third  Paurl.  Then  the  Pandit  Catur-das  said:  "Sir,  thou 
art  a  perfect  devotee  of  the  Lord,  my  understanding,  being  overcome  by  the  senses,  is  dull  like  a 
white  heron."  Then  the  Baba  uttered  the  fourth  Pauri.  The  Pandit  went  on  saying:  "Sir,  thou 
art  a  worshipper  of  the  Lord,  but  make  also  this  city  holy !  Say  something  in  its  praise ! "  Then 
Guru  Nanak  asked:  "What  is  its  excellency?"  The  Pandit  answered:  "Sir,  its  excellency  is 
science,  by  reading  which  prosperity  is  accruing,  and  where  thou  sittest  down,  there  the  world  will 
respect  thee;  by  taking  this  advice  thou  wilt  become  great."  Then  the  Baba  uttered  a  Sabd  in 
the  Bag  Basant,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses  and  one  Rahau].1  The  Pandit  Catur-das  said 
again:  "We,  who  are  instructing  the  world,  and  we,  who  are  reading  (ourselves),  is  the  name 
of  the  Lord  also  necessary  to  us?"  Then  Guru  Nanak  asked:  "Sir,  what  are  you  reading  and 
what  are  you  teaching  the  world,  your  disciples?"  The  Pandit  answered:  Sir,  the  words  of  the 
Supreme  Brahm  I  make  the  world  read  with  the  first  wooden  slate."  6  Then  the  Baba  said  in  the 
Rag  Ramkall,  Oakar,  Mahala  I. ^[there  follows  one  verse  and  one  Rahau].  After  that  the  fifty- 
four  Pauris  (following  were  uttered)  and  the  Oakar  made  (thus).  Then  the  Pandit  came  and  fell 
down  at  his  feet  and  became  a  relier  on  the  name ;  he  began  to  mutter :   "  0  Guru    Guru !  " 6 

The  Baba  departed  thence  and  came  to  Nanak-mata.7     That  Banya-tree  had  become  dry  since 

1  B^T  is  a  square  court  (in  a  temple,  monastery,  etc.)  or  an  open  square  of  the  town,  where  markets 
are  held. 

2  *rrf%VI*f.  an  ammonite-stone,  found  in  the  river  jf^cft  and  worshipped  as  sacred  to  Vishnu.     It  is 
usually  written  illf^HJI+l. 

3  See  Rag  Basant,  Sabd  9,  Mah.  I.  <  See  Rag  Basant,  Sabd  11,  Mah.  I. 

5  The  sense  is:  with  the  first  wooden  slate,  I  write  for  them,  I  make  them  read,  etc. 

6  Compare  with  this  relation  the  story  in  the  Sikh!  de  raj  dl  vithia,  p.  289,  where  it  is  nearly  literally 
contained,  only  those  words  and  phrases  being  left  out,  which  were  unintelligible  to  the  later  reviser. 

7  According  to  what  follows,  this  appears  to  have  been  the  name  of  a  Banya-tree. 
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many  years.  A  small  smoking  fire  was  kindled  there  (by  Nanak)  and  it  became  green  again.  The 
Jogis  saw  this,  came  and  sat  down  there.  Then  the  Jogis  asked :  "  0  young  man,  whose  disciple 
art  thou?  from  whom  hast  thou  got  thy  initiation?"  The  Guru  Baba,  replied  with  the  Sabd  in 
the  Bag  Suhl,  Mahala  I.  [there  fallow  four  verses].1  The  Jogis  then  said :  "  0  young  man, 
become  a  Jogi  and  take  the  garb  of  (our)  denomination  !  "  The  Baba  answered  with  a  Sabd,  Bag 
Suhl,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].2  Then  the  Jogis  paid  him  reverence,  (saying):  "This 
is  a  great  man,  by  whose  sitting  (under  it)  the  Banya-tree,  the  Faqirs'  cooking-place,  has  be- 
come green  ! " 

The  Guru  Baba  started  thence.  They  came  to  some  goods-stores  of  grain-merchants  and  sat 
down  at  the  door  of  the  chief  (&f  them).  In  his  house  a  son  had  been  born  and  the  people  were 
coming  to  congratulate  him.  Some  one  came  and  applied  red  lac-dye,3  another  gave  a  hundred 
thousand  blessings.  Mardana  being  seated  looked  at  the  spectacle.  "When  the  day  had  declined, 
he  rose  and  went;  in  the  house  no  notice  was  taken  of  him.  Mardana,  who  had  become 
excessively  hungry,  said:.  "0  King,  this  one  has  taken  no  notice  whatever  of  us;  in  his  house 
"  a  son  has  been  born  to-day,  he  has  now  risen  and  gone  with  his  own  pomp.  But  if  thou  wilt 
order  me,  I  will  go  into  his  house,  he  is  giving  a  present  to  the  begging  people  on  the  occasion 
of  the  birth  of  a  son,  I  may  also  bring  away  something."  The  Baba  laughed  and  said :  "  0 
Mardana,  in  this  one's  house  no  son  has  been  born,  into  his  house  a  debtor  has  come.  Be  silent, 
this  night  I  shall  remain,  to-morrow  I  shall  rise  and  go.  But  if  it  be  thy  mind,  then  go  (to 
the  house),  but  do  not  pronounce  a  blessing,  stand  there  silently!"  Mardana  answered:  "Well, 
Sir,  I  will  go  and  see."  He  went  and  stood  there  silently ;  nobody  took  any  notice  of  him.  He 
rose  and  came  back.  Then  the  Baba  said:  "Mardana,  play  the  rebeck!"  Mardana  played  the 
rebeck,  the  Bag  Sirl  Bag  was  sung,  and  the  Guru  Baba  uttered  the  Sabd,  Mahala  I.  [there 
follow  four  verses].4  When  it  became  morning,  that  baby  died.  Then  weeping  and  beating  their 
breasts  they  came  out  (from  the  house).  Mardana  said  :  "  Sir,  what  has  happened  to  this  man  ? 
Yesterday  they  were  applying  red  lac-dye  and  laughing  and  sporting ! "  To  this  the  Baba  answered 
with  this  Slok  : 

Prom  which  mouths  congratulations  and  Lakhs  of  blessings  are  given : 

Those  mouths  are  again  beaten  in  grief,  mind  and  body  suffer  agony. 

Some  have  died,  some  are  buried,  some  are  floated  away  in  the  river. 

The  congratulation  is  gone,  but  thou,  0  Nanak,  praise  the  True  one ! 

Then  the  Baba  and  Mardana  departed  thence.  On  the  road  they  fell  in  with  an  enclosed 
field  of  pulse.  The  watchman  (of  the  field)  began  to  parch  half-ripe  pulse-stalks  (for  them).  It 
came  into  the  mind  of  Mardana:  "If  the  Baba  would  go,  I  would  take  two  or  three  stalks."  The 
Baba  smiled  and  sat  down.  The  watchman  brought  the  parched  pulse-stalks  and  put  them  down 
(before  Nanak)  and  Nanak  gave  them  to  Mardana.  Then  it  came  into  the  mind  of  that  boy:  "I 
should  fetch  something  from  the  house  to  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Faqlrs."  He  rose  and  went. 
The  Baba  asked  (him,  why  he  went).  He  said :  "  I  will  fetch  something  from  the  house  to  put 
into  thy  mouth."     Then  Nanak  made  this  Slok : — 

Thy  mattrass  and  coverlet  is  a  bed  of  straw  ; 

Love  is  thy  sweetmeats. 

Nanak  is  much  satiated  with  thy  virtues,  0  Sultan ! 
He  got  then  a  kingdom  for  offering  as  alms  a  handful  of  pulse. 

1  See  Rag  Suhl,  Sabd  9,  Mah.  I.  2  Rag  Suhl,  Sabd  8,  Mah.  I. 

8  "4Mdl  (or  "Opirt'dT)  s-m-  a  kind  of  cloth,  half-cotton  and  half-silk  (Sansk.  ^pSfTT).     It  signifies  also 
red  lac-dye,  to  stain  the  feet  with  (at  festivities).     The  latter  is  meant  here. 
1  Sir!  Rag,  Pahire  1,  Mah.  I.  (p.  84). 

c 
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The  Baba.   departed   thence  and   went  on.     Then   said   Mardana  :   "Sir,    where   shall  the   rainy- 
season  be  spent?"     The  Baba  answered:   "Well,  if  some  village  be  met  with,  there  a  stay  will  be 
made."    Having  gone  above  one  Eos  from  the  city  they  sat  down  in  a  village.     In  that  village  one 
Khatri  was  attached  (to  Nanak).     He  came  one   day  to  have   an   interview,    and   after  having  had 
the  interview  he  came  continually  to  do  service.     One  day  he  made  the  vow,  that  without  having 
had  an  interview  he  would  not  take  any  draught  of  water.     One  of  his  neighbouring  shopkeepers 
asked:    "Brother,   why  art   thou   continually   going,   to   what  rendezvous  art  thou   going?"     That 
disciple  replied:    "Brother,  some  pious  man  has  come,   I  go  to  meet  him."     That  one  said:  "Sir, 
let  me  also  have  an  interview  with  him!"    One  day  that  one  also  came  with  him;  (but)  coming  and 
coming  he  attached  himself  to  a  slave-girl.     Thence  they   were  always  going  together  from  home, 
but  that  one  went  to  the  whore's  house,  and  the  other,  who  had  been  coming  before,   went  to  do 
service  to  the  Guru,  the  Lord.     One  day  that  one  said :   "  0  brother,  I  go  to  do  a  bad  work  and 
thou   art   going  to   render   service   to   the   holy  man.     To-day  let  us  make  an   agreement  between 
ourselves,  that  we  will  see,  what  will  accrue  to  me  and  what  will  happen  to  thee.     If  thou  wilt 
come  first,  sit  down  here,  and  if  I  should  come  first,  I  will  sit  down  here.     To-day  we  will  go  to- 
gether away."     When  that  one  went,  he  found  the  slave-girl  not  at  home.     Being  vexed  he  rose 
and  came  to  the  (appointed)  place  and  sat  down  there.     In  his  stray  thoughts  he  began  to  dig  up 
the  ground;  when  he  looked  on,  it  was  a  gold  coin.1     Then  having  drawn  out  his  knife  he  began 
to  dig  (more).     "When  he  looked,  they  were  charcoals,   a  whole  jar  full.     The  other,   after  he  had 
fallen  down  at   the  foot  of  the   Guru,    went   away.      Outside  the   door   a   thorn   pierced  his  foot. 
Having  bound  up  his  foot  with  a  cloth  he  came  (to  the  appointed  place),   with  one  shoe  drawn  off 
and  one  being  put  on.     That  one  asked:    "0  brother,  why  hast  thou  drawn  off  one  of  thy  shoes?" 
He  replied:  "0   brother,    a  thorn  has  pierced  my   foot."     That   one   said:    "0  brother,  to-day  I 
have   found   a   gold  muhar   and    thee  a  thorn   has   pierced;    we   must   ask   about    this  matter.     For 
thou  goest  to  do  service  to  the  Guru  and  I  go  to  commit  sin."     Then  both  came  and  told  the  whole 
truth.     The  Guru  said:   "Be  silent!"     They  replied:   "Sir,  may  an  explanation  be  given  (to  us)!" 
Then  the  Guru  said:   "The  jar  of  charcoals  were  gold  muhars;  it  is  what  he  has  sown  in  his  former 
birth.      He   had   given   one   muhar  to   a  holy   man,    these  his   alms   had   become  muhars.      But  in 
proportion  as  he   ran   after  wickedness,  the  muhars  became  charcoals.     And  in  thy  destiny  an  im- 
paling-stake  was  written.     In  proportion  as  thou  wast  coming  to  do  service  (to  me),  the  impaling- 
stake  decreased,  of  the  impaling-stake  became  a  thorn,  as  the  result  of  service  rendered  (to  me)."' 
Then  they  rose  and  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  became  devotees  of  the  name;  they  began  to  mutter: 
"Guru,    Guru!"     Then   the   Baba  recited   a   Sabd,    in   Bag   Harii,    Mahala   I.    [there   follow  four 
verses].2 

Then  they  departed  thence.  On  the  road  they  fell  in  with  Thags.3  Having  seen  the 
(travellers)  they  said:  "In  whose  face  there  is  such  a  lustre,  he  is  not  empty,  in  his  purse  there 
is  much  money,  but  it  is  concealed.  They  surrounded  the  Baba.  and  stood  before  him,  but  with 
seeing  his  sight  they  became  weak  (=  discouraged)  within.  The  Guru  asked  them:  ""Who  are 
you?"  They  answered:  "We  are  Thags,  we  have  come  for  thy  jewels."  Then  the  Baba  said: 
"Well!  Having  done  one  work  you  may  kill  (me).  Where  that  smoke  is  coming  into  sight, 
thither  come  a  little  further  on!  There  you  may  kill  and  brand  me!"  The  Thags  said:  "Where 
is  the  fire,  where?  we  will  kill  and  remove  him!"  Then  said  some  Thags:  "We  have  killed 
many  men,  but  laughing  none  has  said:   'kill  me!'  where  is  he  going  in  hope?"     Then  two  Thags 

1  ^TOfij  *•/■  a  gold  coin  or  muhar  (=  ^JjM  )  >  worth  about  one  £1  lis.  8d. 

2  Rag  Maru,  Sabd  3,  Mah.  I. 

"g3[,  a  robber,  who  inveigles  his  victim  and  kills  him;  literally:  a  cheat. 
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ran  towards  the  fire.  "When  they  came  there,  a  funeral  pile  -was  burning  and  the  troops  l  of  Rama 
and  the  troops  of  Tama  were  standing  and  quarrelling.  The  Thags  asked:  "Who  are  you  and  why 
are  you  quarrelling  ?  "  Those  answered :  "  We  are  the  troops  of  Yama,  having  received  the  order 
of  the  Lord  we  are  going  to  take  rhis  creature  (here)  to  the  pot-hell.8  But  after  us  these  troops 
of  Rama  have  come  and  have  snatched  him  away  from  us.  Ask  them,  why  they  have  torn  him 
away  from  us."  The  Thags  asked  then:  "Why  have  you  snatched  him  away  from  these?"  The 
troops  of  Rama  answered:  "The  Guru,  the  Lord,  whom  you  have  come  to  kill,  by  his  favourable 
look  the  smoking  fire  of  this  one's  funeral  pile  has  been  applied,  (having  been)  a  sacrifice  to  him 
he  has  (now)  reached  paradise."  The  Thags  hearing  this  ran  back  and  said:  "By  whose  favourable 
look  one  has  become  entirely  emancipated,  when  the  fire  was  applied  (to  his  pyre),  him  we  have 
come  to  kill."  Then  they  came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet.  The  others  asked  and  were  told  the 
matter ;  then  they  also  came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet.  Joining  their  hands  (in  supplication)  they 
stood  before  him  and  began  to  beseech  (him)  and  said;  "Sir,  make  us  attached  to  the  name! 
Destroy  thou  our  sins !  we  have  perpetrated  very  horrible  sins,"  Then  Guru  Nanak  became  moved 
with  compassion  and  said :  "  Tour  sins  will  then  be  extinguished,  when  you  abandon  this  occu- 
pation and  take  to  agriculture ;  and  whatever  (stolen)  thing  rests  with  you,  that  give  away  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  (as  alms) !  Seek  the  favour  of  ascetics  and  devotees!"  They  obeyed  his  order; 
whatever  thing  they  had,  they  brought  and  put  down  before  him.  They  began  to  mutter :  "  Guru, 
Guru ! "  Their  life  was  adjusted.3  Then  the  Baba  recited  a  Sabd,  in  the  Sri  Bag,  Mahala  I. 
[there  follow  four  verses].4     The  Guru  was  much  pleased  and  departed  thence.     Say:  vah  Guru! 

Then  they  came  to  the  country  of  Kauri}.5  One  day  Mardana,  became  hungry ;  he  rose  and 
went.  He  came  to  the  door  of  a  woman  and  stood  there.  She  called  him  and  asked  him  if  he 
wished  to  eat.  Then  she  bound  him  with  a  thread,  made  him  a  ram  and  seated  him.  Having 
bound  him  she  went  for  water.  The  Baba.  came  then  and  having  seen  (him)  he  (Mardana)  began 
to  bleat  (like  a  sheep).  When  she  came  back  with  her  water-jar,  Guru  Nanak  asked  her  and 
said:  "My  man  has  come  here."  She  answered;  "No  one  has  come  here,  look  (yourself)!" 
Then  the  Baba  uttered  (this)  Slok : 

The  female  traffickers  in  barren  soil  ask  musk  from  the  bramble. 
Without  (good)  works,  0  Nanak,  how  will  they  meet  with  their  Lord  ? 

On  this  the  jar  on  her  head  remained  fixed,  it  did  not  go  off,  as  a  punishment  for  her  false- 
hood; she  went  about  with  it.  Then  Nur  Shahi  heard  that  such  a  (great)  conjurer  had  come, 
that  the  jar  did  not  go  off.  She  gave  the  order  that  no  female  conjurer  in  the  town  should  remain 
behind.  Then,  wherever  there  was  a  conjurer,  they  all  came  with  their  skill.  One  came  mounted 
on  a  tree,  another  came  mounted  on  a  deer^skin,  another  on  the  moon,  another  on  a  wall,  another 
brought  with  her  a  tiger,  another  came  beating  a  drum.  Having  come  they  commenced  to  practise 
their  jugglery,  binding  threads.  Then  the  Baba  saw  Mardana  bound ;  Mardana  began  to  mew. 
The  Baba  laughed  and  said:  "Mardana,  say:  'vah  Guru!'  bow  thy  head  and  bring  the  rebeck!" 
Then  Mardana  bowed  his  head  and  the  thread  broke  and  fell  off  his  neck.  He  brought  the  rebeck. 
Then  the  Guru  said:  "Play  the  rebeck,  Q  Mardana!"  Mardana.  played  it  and  the  Sabd  in  the 
Ragu  Vadhans,  Mahala  I.  was  sung   [there  follow  four  verses].6      Then  no   answer   whatever   was 

1  3RS  x.  troops  of  inferior  deities. 

3  tt3\  AcW>  name  of  a  hell,  in  which  people  are  boiled  as  in  a  pot. 

'  tT?W  l^lfcPHTi  their  life  was  adjusted,  i.e.  they  gained  the  object  of  their  life,  or :  were  emancipated. 

4  Siri  Rag,  Sabd  4,  Mah.  I. 

s  Cf.  Sakhi  25  (Lahore  edit,).     There  the  name  of  the  country  is  written    37^3  >  Kavaru  or  3T3>  Karu. 
'  Yadhans,  Sabd  2,  Mah.  I. 
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made.  Intelligence  reached  Eur  Shahi  that  no  mantra  nor  charm  was  availing.  Nur  Shahi  was 
the  head  of  all  conjurers ;  she  came  with  her  best  disciples  mounted  on  an  apparatus  of  paper,  and 
began  to  apply  her  mantras  and  charms.  Then  Nanak  recited  the  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Suhl,  Mahala  I. 
[there  follow  four  verses].1  The  Baha  having  said :  "  Vah,  vah ! " 2  rose.  Nur  Shahi  also  became 
tired  of  practising  her  mantras  and  spells,  they  took  no  effect  whatever.  She  said:  "I  have 
done  wrong,"  and  remained  silent  from  shame.  Drums  also  were  standing  near,  they  began  to 
dance  and  to  sing.  Then  the  Baba  said:  "Mardana,  play  the  rebeck!"  Hard  ana  played  the  rebeck, 
the  Bag  Sri  Bag  was  made,  Mahala  I.,  the  Baba  uttered  the  Sabd  [there  follow  four  verses  and  a 
SlGk].8  After  the  Guru  had  said  this  Slok,  Nur  Shahi  said  (within  herself) :  "  I  will  delude  him 
with  the  Maya.  (=  wealth)."  She  brought  things  of  many  kinds:  pearls,  jewels,  gold,  silver,  coral, 
camphor,  clothes;  whatever  good  things  there  were,  she  brought  and  put  them  down  before  him. 
She  began  to  beseech  him,  that  he  should  desire  something.  The  Guru  replied:  "Mardana,  play 
the  rebeck!"      Mardaua  did  so  and  the  Bag  Tilang  was  made,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].4 

After  this  she  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru.  Having  put  a  veil  over  her  cheeks  she  stood 
before  him  and  commenced,  to  say  :  "  How  shall  our  salvation  be  brought  about  and  how  will  the 
water-jar  go  off  from  the  head  of  this  one  ?  "  The  Guru  answered  :  "  Having  said  :  '  vah  Guru !  ' 
you  win  make  the  water-jar  go  off  from  her  head  and  your  salvation  also  will  be  effected; 
mutter:  'Guru,  Guru!'"  Then  she  came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet;  she  became  a  votary  of 
the  name.     Say :  vah  Guru ! 

Then  the  Baba  departed  thence.  Going  about  he  came  to  a  desert  and  sat  down.  Then  by 
the  order  of  the  Lord  the  Kali-yuga  came  to  frighten  him,5  having  assumed  a  visible  form.  A 
storm  arose  and  the  trees  began  to  fly  about.  Mardana  got  very  much  afraid  and  said  :  "  0  King, 
thou  hast  brought  me  into  the  desert  and  killed  me ;  even  grave  and  shroud  I  must  forego."  Guru 
Nanaksaid:  "Mardana,  don't  become  troubled!"  Mardana  answered:  "Up  to  this  day  I  have 
now  lived,  but  such  a  calamity  I  have  not  seen,  for  what  has  happened  here  to  us !  "  Then  a 
form  of  fire  was  shown ; "  a  smoke  arose  from  the  four  sides  and  in  the  four  quarters  a  fire  was 
made.  Then  Mardana  covering  his  face  fell  down  and  said :  "  Sir,  I  am  waiting."  Then  a  form 
of  water  was  made  (by  the  Kali-yuga);  he  came  having  gathered  clouds.  "Water  began  to  rain, 
but  it  fell  at  some  distance  from  the  Guru.  Then  the  Guru  said:  "Mardana,  disclose  thy  face, 
rise  and  sit  down!  play  the  rebeck!"  "Mardana  rose,  sat  down  and  played  the  rebeck."  The 
Bag  Ma.ru  was  made.  The  Baba.  uttered  the  Sabd,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].7  Then 
assuming  the  form  of  a  Daitya  he  (the  Kali-yuga)  came  near.  The  top  of  his  head  he  had  raised  up 
to  heaven.  In  proportion  as  he  approached,  he  decreased  in  size.  Joining  his  hands  he  stood  and 
said:  "Sir,  take  something  from  me !  walk  in  my  word!"  The  Guru  Baba.  asked  him:  "What 
hast  thou?"  Kali-yuga  answered:  "I  have  everything.  If  thou  order  me,  I  will  build  thee  a 
palace  of  pearls  and  stud  it  with  gems  and  rubies,  I  will  besmear  it  with  sandal-powder  and  aloe- 
wood."  Then  the  Guru  recited  a  Sabd  (as  written)  in  the  Bag  Sir!  Bag,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow 
three  verses].8  The  Kali-yuga  said:  "Take  something  from  me!  thou  mayest  become  a  Sultan, 
thou  mayest  exercise  sovereignty."  Then  the  Guru  recited  the  fourth  Paurl  [there  follows  the 
fourth  verse].     Then  the  Kali-yuga  walked   round   (Nanak)   in   adoration,   came   and  fell   down   at 

1  Suhl,  Kucaji  1  (p.  840).  2  Vah,  vah  =  bravo !  bravo  ! 

3  These  lines  are  not  found  among  the  Sabds  of  Nanak.  4  Tilang,  Sabd  4,  Mah.  I. 

5  Cf.  Sakhl  26  (Lahore  ed.).  6  i.e.  by  the  Kali-yuga. 

7  The  quotation  is  wrong;   in  the  Granth  these  verses  are  ascribed  to  Guru  Arjun;  see  Maru,  Sabd  1, 
Mah.  V.  (p.  1108). 

8  Shi  Rag,  Sabd  1,  Mah.  I. 
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his  feet  and  said:  "Sir,  how  may  my  salvation  be  effected?"  Guru  Nanak  answered:  "If  among 
a  crore  some  one  will  become  my  disciple,  his  sacrifice  (  =  devotion  to  me)  will  become  thy  salvation." 
The  Kali-yuga  then  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  was  dismissed  by  the  Baba.     Say :    vah  Guru ! 

The  Guru  and  Mardana  contiftied  their  wanderings;  they  came  to  a  city  of  ants.1  When 
they  looked  about,  trees  and  shrubs,  all  appeared  black,  the  whole  ground  also.  "When  Mardana 
saw  this,  he  was  much  frightened  and  said :  "  Sir,  let  us  depart  hence !  such  a  great  black  thing 
I  have  never  seen,  go  away  from  this  black  thing!"  The  Guru  Baba  replied:  "Mardana:  (here) 
is  their  realm,  though  some  one  (i.e.  ant)  may  go  to  a  hundred  jungles.  If  some  young  one  of  an 
animal  is  born,  they  eat  it,  and  if  eggs  be  laid  by  some  snake,  they  eat  them  also,  but  none  will 
come  near  thee."  Then  said  Mardana:  "Sir,  has  ever  any  one  come  here?"  The  Guru  answered: 
"Mardana,  one  day  one  Raja  had  come  up  here.  Having  formed  a  host  of  fifty-two  complete 
armies  he  had  marohed  out  against  some  Raja  and  come  to  this  country.  One  ant  went  and  met 
him  and  said :  '  0  Raja,  remain  here  and  do  not  maroh  on !  And  if  thou  art  marching,  then  march 
according  to  my  will.'  The  Raja,  asked:  '"What  is  thy  will?'  The  ant  replied:  '0  Raja, 
my  will  is  this,  that  having  eaten  my  bread  thou  shouldst  go.'  The  Raja  said :  '  I  am  the  Raja 
of  fifty-two  complete  armies,  how  should  I  eat  thy  bread  ? '  The  ant  replied :  '  If  not,  thou  wilt 
go  after  a  battle.'  The  Raja  said:  '"Well,  let  it  be  so  ! '  0  Mardana,  the  Raja,  taking  his  fifty- 
two  complete  armies  began  to  fight  with  the  ants.  The  chief  of  the  ants  gave  the  order  to  the 
ants :  '  Go  and  fetch  poison ! '  Having  filled  their  mouth  with  poison  from  the  Piyal-tree  they  brought 
it;  every  one  died,  to  whom  they  applied  it.  0  Mardana,  the  whole  host  of  fifty-two  complete 
armies  died  with  (=by)  the  order  of  the  Lord;  the  Raja  alone  remained  alive.  Then  that  ant  went 
and  said:  '0  Raja,  hear  my  word,  now  thou  wilt  accept  my  bread.'  The  Raja  joining  his  hands 
stood  (as  a  suppliant)  and  said :  '  "Well,  may  it  be  so ! '  Then  that  ant  gave  the  order  to  the 
(other)  ants :  '  Go  and  bring  nectar ! '  In  the  nether  region  there  are  seven  pools  of  nectar  and 
seven  pools  of  poison.  The  ants  went,  filled  their  mouth  with  nectar  and  brought  it.  To  whom 
they  applied  it,  he  rose  and  stood ;  so  the  host  of  fifty- two  complete  armies  rose  and  stood  with 
the  order  of  the  Lord.  Then  the  Raja  having  risen  went  to  eat  bread  with  his  fifty- two  complete 
armies.  "When  the  bread  was  given  (them),  it  was  cold,  and  when  the  grass  was  given  to  the 
horses,  it  was  soaked,  and  when  the  corn  was  given,  it  was  chopped.  The  Raja  asked:  '"Why  is 
such  bread  given  and  soaked  grass  and  chopped  corn?'  The  ant  answered:  '0  Raja,  some 
time  ago  a  Raja,  had  come,  for  him  I  had  prepared  bread ;  what  was  left  by  him,  that  I  have 
served  out  to  thy  army,  and  the  corn,  and  grass,  that  was  left  by  his  horses,  was  given  to  thy 
horses.'  "When  the  Raja,  on  going  away  looked  about,  full  magazines  stood  there.  The  pride  of 
the  Raja,  was  humbled  and  he  said :  '  Such  are  the  habits  of  the  Rajas.'  Then  the  Raja,  returned 
to  his  house."     The  Baba,  uttered  this  Slok : 

Lions,  hawks,  falcons  and  birds  of  prey  he  makes  eat  grass. 

"Who  eat  grass,  them  he  makes  eat  flesh,  such  is  his  habit. 

In  rivers  he  shows  heaps  of  sand  and  on  dry  land  he  makes  bottomless  pools. 

Having  killed  the  creatures  he  vivifies  them,  (if)  he  bestows  his  look  and  favour  on  the 

creatures. 
He  establishes  an  ant  and  gives  it  dominion  and  an  army  he  reduces  to  ashes. 
Nanak  (says) :  as  it  pleases  the  True  one,  so  he  gives  a  morsel. 

Then  Mardana  fell  down  at  his  feet.     Say :  vah  Guru ! 

They  departed  thence  and  having  come  to  a  village  they  sat  down  there.     In  that  village  no 

1  Cf.  Lahore  edit,  Sakhi  27. 
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one   gave  them  a  place   to   stay  in,   they  began   to  rail  (at  them).     Then  the  Guru  Baba  uttered 
this  Slok  : 

When  I  keep  silence,  they  say,  in  this  man  there  is  no  understanding. 

"When  I  speak,  they  say,  he  rattles  much  away. 

"When  I  sit  down,  they  say,  he  is  seated  on  a  bed  of  straw,  he  has  laid  down. 

When  I  rise  and  go,  they  say,  he  is  gone  having  thrown  ashes  on  his  head. 

When  I  bow  down,  they  say,  he  performs  worship  continually  bowing  down. 

There  is  no  abuse  and  no  taunt,  by  which  I  may  cut  off  their  false  accusation. 

(But)  here  and  there,  (says)  Nanak,  the  true  Guru  (=God)  preserves  (my)  honour. 
He  did  not  remain  there  twenty-four  minutes.  Mardana  said  then  :  "  Sir,  what  order  has  baen 
given  (by  God)  regarding  these  people?"  The  Baba  answered:  "Mardana,  this  town  will  be 
thriving."  Then  they  went  to  another  town.  There  much  attention  was  paid  to  them,  they  re- 
mained there  a  night.  Early  in  the  morning  they  rose  and  started.  Then  the  Guru  said :  "  This 
town  will  be  ruined,  it  will  become  a  place  where  eight  roads  meet."1  Mardana  said:  "I  see  a 
fine  justice  at  thy  gate;  where  thou  dost  not  get  a  place  to  sit  on,  that  (town)  is  made  thriving 
(by  thee),  and  by  whom  much  attention  and  service  is  rendered  to  thee,  their  town  is  ruined." 
The  Guru  Baba  replied  :  "  0  Mardana,  when  the  people  of  that  city  will  go  to  another  town,  then 
others  also  will  be  spoiled,  and  when  the  people  of  this  town  will  go  to  another  town,  they  will 
also  save  them  and  give  them  good  advice."  Mardana  answered  :  "  Sir,  if  it  please  thee,  procure 
also  salvation  to  that  town!"  Then  the  Baba  recited  a  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Malar,  Mahala.  I. 
[there  follow  four  verses].2 

Then  they  went  again  to  the  country  of  Asa.3  There  was  Shekh  Farid,  who  lived  in  a  jungle, 
to  which  the  Baba  went.  Shekh  Farid  said:  "Allah,  AUah,  0  Darvesh!"  The  Guru  Baba 
answered:  "Allah,  0  Farid,  is  my  aim.4  Come,  Shekh  Farid,  Allah,  Allah  is  always  my  aim." 
Then  taking  his  hand  he  sat  down.  Shekh  Farid  looking  at  the  face  of  the  Baba  said,  entering 
into  a  conversation  with  him : 

Desire  either  dominion  or  desire  Allah! 

Do  not  put  thy  feet  on  two  boats,  lest  thou  drown  thy  goods ! 

The  Guru  Baba  answered  with  the  Slok : 

Put  thy  feet  on  two  boats,  ship  thy  goods  in  two : 

One  boat  may  be  sunk,  one  may  pass  across. 

(They  require)  neither  water  nor  a  boat, 

They  are  not  sunk  nor  do  they  pass  away  : 

The  goods,  the  true  wealth,  are  naturally  contained  (in  God). 

Then  Shekh  Farid  recited  this  Slok : 

0  Farid,  who  art  enamoured  with  (this)  witch,  the  world  is  a  false  distinction. 
0  Nanak,  whilst  looking  on  with  the  eyes  the  field  is  wasted. 

1  The  sense  is :  it  will  be  totally  trodden  under  foot.  2  Rag  Malar,  Sabd  1,  Mali.  I. 

3  Cf.  Lahore  ed.,  Sakhi  28.  It  is  not  known  exactly,  if  Asa  is  a  real  or  only  a  fancy  name.  Farid,  a 
Muhammadan  PIr,  lived  not  far  from  Lahore,  lower  down  the  Ravi.  There  are  still  many  followers  of 
Farid  in  the  Panjab.  A  great  portion  of  his  poetical  compositions  has  been  incorporated  in  the  Grranth. 
Farid  is  not  mentioned  by  De  Tassy  in  his  "  Histoire  de  la  littirature  Hindoui  et  Hindustani." 

4  The  original  is:  JJjwo  6dW  tM-^Ti  literally:  Allah  is  my  effort,  I  am  striving  for  him  (•HvJ'il  = 
Arab.  ,_$■ &t>-  or  ^J^?-).  There  is  no  doubt  that  Nanak  picked  up  some  little  Arabic  as  well  as  Persian 
by  his  frequent  intercourse  with  Muhammadan  Faqirs. 
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The  Guru  Baba,  answered  with  the  Slok: 

Love  to  the  witch  comes,  springing  up  by  itself,  by  itself. 
0  Nanak,  the  field  is  not  wasl^gd,  if  its  guardian  be  attentive. 

Then  the  Shekh  recited  this  S15k: 

0  Farld,  the  body  has  lost  its  strength,  the  heart  is  broken,  no  strength  whatever  is  left. 
The  beloved  has  become  (my)  physician,  he  applies  remedies  and  medicines  (to  me). 

The  Guru  Baba.  answered  with  the  Slok : 

Verify  in  thy  own  person  the  true  friend,  to  talk  with  the  mouth  is  senseless. 
Perceive  him  in  the  heart,  my  friend  is  not  far  from  thee. 

Then  the  Shekh  uttered  a  Sabd  (as  written)  in  the  Rag  Suhi  [there   follow  three  verses].1 
The  Guru  Baba  answered  with  the  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Suhi,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  five  verses].* 
Then  Farld  uttered  a  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Asa.  [there  follow  three  verses].3 
The  Baba,  answered  with  a  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Suhi,   Mahala  I.  [there  follows  one  verse].4 

The  Baba  and  Shekh  Farid  remained  together  one  night  in  the  jungle.  Then  came  one  servant 
of  God  there.  Having  seen  (them)  he  rose  and  went  home,  filled  a  bowl  with  milk  and  brought 
it  towards  the  close  of  the  night,  after  having  thrown  four  Ashrafis  into  it.  The  Shekh  took  his 
portion  (of  the  milk)  and  left  the  portion  of  the  Guru.     Then  Shekh  Farld  uttered  this  Slok: 

Those  who  wake  obtain  gifts  from  the  Lord. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  night  there  is  the  blossom,  at  the  end  of  the  night  also  the  fruit. 

The  Baba  answered  with  the  Slok  : 

The  gifts  are  the  Lord's,  what  can  he  be  prevailed  upon  ? 

Some,  though  waking,  do  not  obtain  (them),  some,  who  are  asleep,  he  makes  rise  and  meets 
(with  them). 

Then  the  Baba,  said :  "  Shekh  Farid,  move  thy  hand  in  this  milk  and  see  what  it  is."  When 
Shekh  Farid  looked,  there  were  four  Ashrafis;  he  dropped  the  bowl  and  went  away.  Then  the  Guru 
Baba,  recited  a  Sabd,  in.  the  Bag  Tukhari,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  five  verses].6  Then  the  Liaba 
and  Shekh  Farld  started  thence.  Then  that  man  came  and  saw  that  the  bowl  was  lying  on  the 
ground.  When  he  lifted  it  up,  it  was  of  gold,  and  filled  with  Ashrafis.  He  began  to  regret  it 
and  said:  "Those  were  wealthy  Faqirs;  if  it  had  come  into  my  mind,  I  would  have  put  in  re- 
ligion :  so  I  have  brought  money  and  have  got  money."     He  took  the  bowl  and  went  home. 

Then  the  Guru  Baba,  and  Shekh  Farid  came  to  the  country  of  Asa.  At  that  time  the  Raja, 
of  the  country  of  Asa,  whose  name  was  Samundar,6  had  died.  His  skull  did  not  burn  (when  his 
corpse  was  burnt),  though  they  made  different  efforts.  Thereupon  the  astrologers  were  asked,  who 
said :  "  This  one  has  once  told  a  falsehood,  therefore  his  soul  has  come  into  trouble."  The  people 
of  the  country  of  Asa,  were  speaking  the  truth,  by  day  they  were  sowing  and  by  night  they  were 
cutting  (the  corn).  The  people  of  Asa,  began  to  lament.  The  astrologers  said :  "  He  will  then 
become  emancipated,  when  the  feet  of  a  saint  touch  (him)."  The  road  to  the  country  of  Asa,  was 
therefore  shut  up,  only  one  gate  was  left,  that  if  by  chance  a  Faqir  should  come,  he  would  be 
carried  along  from  that  gate.     At  that  time  Baba,  Nanak  and   Shekh  Farid   arrived   there.     When 

1  Rag  Suhi,  Farid,  2.  2  Rag.  Suhi,.  Sabd  4,  Mah.  I. 

3  Rag  Asa,  Shekh  Farid,  1.  4  Apparently  a  misquotation,  for  the  verse  is  not  found  there. 

8  Rag  Tukhari,  Chant,  Barahamatra  2,  Mah.  I.  (p.  1234). 

6  In  the  Lahore  edition  and  in  MS.  (B.)  the  name  is  given  as :  Syam  Samundar. 
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they  had  come  near,  Guru  Nanak  said :  "  Shekh  Farid,  put  thy  foot  (on  it)."  Shekh  Farid  re- 
plied :  "  What  is  my  power,  that  I  should  put  forth  my  foot  ?  "  Then  the  Baba.  put  his  foot  (on 
it)  and  the  skull  hurst;  he  was  emancipated.  Then  all  the  people  of  the  country  of  Asa  came  and 
fell  down  at  (their)  feet.  The  Baba,  recited  a  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Marii,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow 
four  verses].1  Then  the  people  brought  bread.  Who  offered  bread  to  Shekh  Farid,  to  him  he  said : 
"  I  have  already  eaten  bread  and  also  bound  some  up  in  the  hem  of  my  garment."  Then  the 
people  of  the  Asa  country  said:  "0  servant  of  God,  art  thou  some  untruthful  man  of  that  country, 
in  which  Shekh  Farid  lives,  who  has  a  loaf  of  bread  made  of  wood  and  if  one  offers  him  bread, 
says:  'I  have  eaten  already  and  also  bound  some  up  in  the  hem  of  my  garment."'  Then  Farid 
threw  down  the  bread  of  wood  and  said:  "For  telling  once  a  lie  the  Eaja  has  got  such  a  great 
punishment  (what  will  then  be  my  state)?"2  The  Baba  was  pleased  at  this.  When  Shekh  Farid 
took  leave,  the  Baba  said:  "Shekh  Farid,  truly  God  is  in  thee,  but  take  thou  a  Pir  (spiritual 
leader)."  Shekh  Farid  answered:  "Well,  it  may  be."  When  Shekh  Farid  departed,  they  em- 
braced each  other.  The  Guru  Baba.  recited  then  a  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Sri  Bag,  Mahala  I.  [there 
follow  four  verses].3  The  Baba  remained  some  days  (longer)  in  the  Asa  country  and  the  whole 
country  began  to  mutter:  "Guru,  Guru!"  and  became  devotees  of  the  name.  In  the  Asa,  country 
there  is  (still)  a  Manji.4      The  Baba  was  much  pleased  with  the  Asa,  country.      Say :    vah  Guru ! 

Then  the  Baba,  came  to  the  country  of  Bisiar.  There  they  gave  him  no  place  to  sit  on. 
Wherever  they  go  and  stand,  there  the  people  apply  cow-dung,5  seeing  them  gone.  Then  he  came 
to  Jhanda,  the  carpenter,  who  took  him  to  his  house.  This  one  was  drinking  after  he  had  washed 
his  feet.  Whilst  he  was  drinking,  the  Guru  came  into  sight.  He  became  an  UdasI  (Faqir)  and 
began  to   wander  about  with  (Nanak). 

By  the  favour  of  the  holy  true  Guru !  The  writing  of  the  Jugavali 6  (comes  now).  At  that 
time  he  {i.e.  the  Guru)  was  sitting  on  the  sea-shore ;  he  practised  wind-eating ;  with  him  was 
Jhanda,   the  carpenter,  of  the  Bisiar  country.     He  got   the  Jugavali,   with  Jhanda  it  was  finished. 

At  that  time  it  was  read  with  astonishment.     [There  follows  the  Jugavali.]  ' 

Nanak  was  pleased  and  discharged  Jhanda,  the  carpenter,  to  the  Bisiar  country.  Then  the  Baba 
and  Mardana  departed  thence.  Going  along  they  came  into  a  great  desert,  where  they  did  not  meet 
with  anybody.  Mardana,  who  had  become  very  hungry,  said:  "Out  of  attachment  to  thee  I  became 
thy  musician  and  was  eating  the  morsels,  I  begged  from  the  country;  this  also  is  now  denied  to  me. 
We  have  fallen  into  a  great  jungle ;  if  God  ever  will  draw  us  out,  we  shall  come  out  of  it.  Now 
if  some  lion  will  roar  and  fall  on  (us),  he  will  kill  us."  The  Baba,  replied:  "0  Mardana,  none 
will  come  near  thee,  but  be  thou  prudent!"  He  said:  "Sir,  how  shall  I  be  prudent?  I  have 
fallen  into  a  desert."  The  Baba,  replied:  "0  Mardana,  we  are  not  in  a  desert,  we  are  in  a  village, 
wherever  the  name  comes  into  our  mind."  There  the  Baba,  uttered  the  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Asa, 
Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].8  Then  the  Baba  said:  "0  Mardana,  keep  (this)  Sabd  in 
(thy)  mind,  except  by  thee  (these)  words  are  not  understood."    Then  the  Baba  said:  "Mardana,  play 

1  Rag  Maru,  Sabd  2,  Mah.  I. 

2  This  I  have  supplied  from  the  Lahore  edition,  as  it  is  missing  in  the  original. 

3  Siri  Rag,  Sabd  10,  Mah.  I. 

4  HTft.  properly  a  small  couch  or  stool,  bedecked  with  silk  clothes,  on  which  the  Granth  is  placed  and 
adored  by  the  people. 

5  As  if  the  place  had  been  polluted.  •  «  TTJlTtg^,  the  row  of  Yogas. 

All  the  other  Janam-sakhls  do  not  mention  this.     It  is  apparently  an  old  interpolation,   as  it  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  narrative  of  Nanak's  wanderings. 
8  Rag  Asa,  Sabd  33,  Mah.  I. 
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the  rebeck ! "  Mardana.  replied :  "  My  body  is  pierced  by  hunger,  I  cannot  play  this  rebeck.'' 
The  Baba  said:  "Mardana,  follow  me,  we  will  go  to  some  village."  Mardana  replied:  "I  cannot 
go  even  to  a  village,  my  body  is  pierced  by  hunger;  I  am  Mardana."  The  Baba  said  then:  "0 
Mardana,  I  shall  not  let  thee  die,  be  sensible!"  Mardana  replied:  "Sir,  how  shall  I  be  sensible,  I 
am  Mardana,  my  life  is  done  for."  The  Baba,  said  then:  "Mardana,  eat  the  fruit  of  this  tree  till 
thou  art  satiated,  but  put  none  into  the  hem  of  thy  garment!"  Mardana  answered:  "Well,  Sir!" 
and  began  to  eat.  He  liked  the  flavour  of  the  fruit  and  said :  "If  possible  I  will  eat  all,  perhaps 
they  may  never  come  to  hand."  Some  of  them  he  also  bound  up  in  the  hem  of  his  garment,  saying 
(to  himself):  "If  I  become  hungry  again,  I  will  eat  them."  When  Mardana  became  hungry -again, 
he  said:  "I  will  eat  some  of  the  (fruits)."  "When  he  put  it  into  his  mouth,  he  fell  down  at  that 
very  time.     The  Baba,  said:    "What  is  the  matter,  Mardana?"     He  replied:    "Thou  hadst  said, 

0  King,  that  I  should  eat  to  my  satiety,  but  I  should  bind  none  into  the   hem  of  my  garment. 

1  said  to  myself  that  I  would  also  bind  some  into  the  hem  of  my  garment,  perhaps  they  might 
not  come  to  hand  again.  These  I  have  put  into  my  mouth;  this  is  the  matter  that  happened." 
The  Baba,  said:  "Thou  hast  done  wrong,  that  thou  didst  put  them  into  thy  mouth,  these  are 
poisonous  fruits,  but  having  pronounced  a  word  over  them  they  were  made  nectar-fruits.  Then 
the  Baba  put  his  foot  on  his  head  and  he  became  quite  well  again,  rose  and  sat  down.  Then 
Mardana  said :  "  A  fine  thing  is  the  attachment  to  thee  and  serving  thee !  I  am  a  Bum  and  desire 
to  eat  by  asking  and  begging;  thou  art  a  great  man  free  from  pleasure  and  pain,  thou  dost  not  eat 
nor  drink  anything  nor  dost  thou  enter  any  village,  how  shall  I  remain  with  thee  ?  give  me  leave 
to  go!"  The  Baba,  said:  "Mardana,  I  am  much  pleased  with  thee,  why  dost  thou  ask  leave 
from  me?"  Mardana  replied:  "It  is  all  very  well,  that  thou  art  pleased  with  me,  but  discharge 
me,  I  will  go  home."  The  Baba,  replied:  "Mardana,  by  all  means  remain!"  Mardana  said: 
"I  will  remain,  if  thou  stillest  my  hunger;  what  thy  food  is,  that  should  be  mine,  make  it  also  my 
food !  If  thou  do  this,  then  I  will  remain  with  thee.  If  thou  makest  this  promise,  that  thou  wilt 
also  think  of  my  business,  then  I  will  remain  with  thee,  if  thou  wilt  not  do  it,  then  give  me 
leave."  The  Guru  Baba,  replied:  "Go,  Mardana!  thou  hast  been  exalted  in, this  and  that  world." 
Then  Mardana  sprang  up  and  fell  down  at  his  feet.  By  the  Guru  Baba,  so  many  things  were 
imparted  (to  him) ;  with  the  raising  up  of  his  head  he  got  the  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Shastras 
and  Vedas.     Then  Mardana   commenced  (again)  to  wander  about  with  the  Baba. 

Twelve1  years,  after  he  had  become  an  Udasi,  he  (=Nanak)  came  to  Talvandl  and  sat  down 
outside,  two  Kos  from  it,  in  a  desert.  Stopping  there  for  twenty-four  minutes,  Mardana  begged 
and  said:  "If  order  be  given  to  me,  I  will  go  home  and  inquire  after  my  house  (=wife),  and  see 
how  my  people  are,  if  somebody  is  still  alive  or  not."  The  Baba  laughed  and  said:  "Mardana,  thy 
people  will  die,  how  wilt  thou  hold  fast  the  world  ?  But  if  it  be  thy  mind,  then  go ;  having  met 
with  them  come  again,  but  come  quickly!  Go  also  to  the  house  of  Kalu,  but  do  not  take  our  name." 
Mardana  having  fallen  down  at  his  feet  went  and  came  to  Talvandl  and  entered  his  house.  Then 
many  people  assembled ;  every  one  who  came,  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  all  people  said :  "  It  is 
Mardana,  the  Dum,  but  he  is  the  shade  of  Nanak.  He  is  no  (more)  that,  he  has  become  greater 
than  the  world."  All  who  come  fall  down  at  his  feet.  Mardana  having  seen  his  family  went  to 
the  yard  in  front  of  the  house  of  Kalii  and  sat  down.  Then  the  mother  of  the  Baba,  rose  and  fell 
on  his  neck  and  began  to  weep.  Having  wept  she  said:  "Mardana,  from  whence?  hast  thou  also 
information  about  Nanak?"  Then  all  the  people  of  the  yard  gathered  together  and  began  to  ask. 
Mardana  said :  "  My  dear,  when  the  Baba  was  at  Sultanpur,  I  was  with  him  as  Dum ;  since  that 
time  I  know  nothing  of   him."      Having   sat  there  for  twenty-four    minutes    Mardana  rose  and 

1  Compare :  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  291. 
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went.  The  mother  of  the  Baba.  said  then:  "My  dear,  that  this  one  has  so  quickly  risen  and 
departed  from  the  yard,  that  has  its  reason."  She  stood  up,  took  some  clothes  and  some  sweet- 
meats and  went  after  Mardana,  with  whom  she  met  and  said:  "Mardana,  bring  me  to  Nanak!" 
Mardana  remained  silent.  They  went  on  above  two  Kos  to  the  place  where  the  Baba  was  sitting. 
When  the  Baba  saw  that  his  mother  and  Mardana  had  come,  he  came  and  fell  down  at  her  feet. 
His  mother  began  to  weep  and  kissed  his  head  and  said:  "I  am  a  sacrifice,  I  am  a  sacrifice,  my 
son,  for  thee  I  am  a  sacrifice.  I  am  a  sacrifice  for  that  place,  where  thou  art  wandering  about. 
I  have  been  made  happy  by  thee,  that  thou  hast  shown  me  thy  face."  The  Baba  seeing  the  love 
of  his  mother  became  soft  and  began  to  weep.  Having  wept  he  laughed  and  said:  "Mardana, 
play  the  rebeck ! "  Mardana  played  the  rebeck  and  the  Baba,  made  the  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Vadhans, 
Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].1  Then  his  mother  put  the  clothes  and  sweetmeats  before  him 
and  said,  "Son,  eat!"  The  Baba,  answered:  "0  mother,  I  am  satiated."  His  mother  said:  "Son, 
with  what  food  art  thou  satiated?"  The  holy  Guru  Baba  said:  "Mardana,  play  the  rebeck!" 
Mardana  played  it  and  the  Baba  made  the  Sabd,  in  the  Sir!  Rag,  Mahala  I.  [there  follows  one 
verse  and  one  Eahau].2  His  mother  said  again:  "Take  this  patched  quilt  off  thy  neck  and  put  on 
new  clothes ! "  Then  the  Baba,  recited  the  second  Pauri  [there  follows  one  verse  with  a  Eahau]. 
His  father  Kalu  also  heard  this  news,  he  mounted  a  horse  and  came.  "When  he  had  come,  the  Baba 
fell  down  at  his  feet  and  paid  reverence  to  him.  Then  Kalu  began  to  weep  and  said:  "Mnak, 
mount  the  horse  and  come  to  our  house."  Then  the  Guru  replied:  "0  father,  horses  are  of  no  use 
to  me."  He  recited  the  third  Pauri  [there  follows  one  verse  with  a  Eahau].  Kalu  said  again:  "Go 
once  to  (our)  house,  we  have  built  a  new  house,  see  it,  thou  hast  returned  after  a  long  time.  There 
is  thy  family,  meet  with  it,  and  if  it  shall  please  thee,  thou  mayst  go  again."  Then  the  Baba 
uttered  the  fourth  Pauri  [^there  follows  one  verse  with  a  Eahau].  Kalu  went  on  to  say:  "0  son, 
thy  soul  has  become  embittered  by  some  matter,  tell  it  me!  if  thou  tell  me,  I  will  procure  thee 
another  marriage ;  I  will  get  up  a  good  company  for  thee  at  the  wedding-procession,  with  splendour 
I  will  get  thy  marriage  solemnized."  The  Baba,  uttered  a  Sabd  in  the  Eag  Suhl,  Chant,  Mahala  I. 
[there  follow  four  verses].8  ■  Then  the  Baba  said :  "  0  father  and  mother,  that  one  is  the  all- 
arranging  Supreme  Being;  the  union,  that  is  made  by  him,  is  good."  His  mother  said  then:  "0 
son,  rise  and  go!  give  up  this  perverse  talk,  what  union  may  be  made  again,  by  which  we  shall 
again  meet?"  The  Baba,  made  then  the  Sabd,  in  Eagu  Maru,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].4 
After  this  the  Baba.  said:  "0  father  and  mother,  we,  who  have  come,  shall  come  (again)  at  some 
fit  opportunity.  But  mind  now  the  order :  I  am  an  TJdasI."  His  mother  replied :  "  0  son,  how 
shall  this  give  contentment  to  my  heart,  as  thou  hast  come  after  having  led  a  retired  life  for  many 
years?"  The  Baba  said:  "0  mother,  mind  my  word,  thou  wilt  obtain  contentment."  Then  his 
mother  kept  silence.     The  holy  Guru  Baba  departed  then  from  that  place. 

Having  seen  the  Bavi  and  the  Canau  (Chenab)  he  went  into  the  wilderness  and  came  to  the 
country  of  Patan.B  Three  K5s  from  the  country  of  Patan  was  a  desert,  thither  he  went  and  sat 
down,  Mardana  being  with  him.  The  Pir  of  Patan  had  bsen  Shekh  Parld;  on  his  throne  sat  (now) 
Shekh  Briham.  One  of  his  disciples  had  come  early  in  the  morning  to  collect  wood,  whose  name 
was  Shekh  Kamal;  he  had  gone  out  to  collect  fuel  for  the  kitchen  of  the  Pir.  He  saw  that  near 
an  Akk-tree  both  the  Baba  and  Mardana  were  sitting.  Mardana  played  then  the  rebeck  and  began 
to  sing  a  Sabd ;  he  gave  a  Slok  in  the  Eag  Asa.  Shekh  Briham  had  had  a  conversation  with  the 
Baba  (before). 

1  Rag  Vadl.aiis,  Sabd  1,  Mah.  I.  2  Siri  Rag,  Sabd  7,  Mall.  I. 

3  Rag  Suhl,  Chant  4,  Mah.  I.  «  Rag  Maru,  Sabd  1,  Mah.  I. 

8  Compare  the  Lahore  edition,  Sakhi  83. 
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Still. 


Thou  thyself  art  the  wooden  tablet,  thou  thyself  art  the  pen,  thou,  art  also  the  writing  upon  it. 
Why  should  the  One  be  calledgmother,  0  Nanak  ? 

"When  Kamal  heard  this  Slok,  he  left  his  wood  and  came  near  and  said :  "  Sir,  tell  this  Eababi 
(player  of  the  rebeck),  that  he  should  repeat  this  verse."  Mardana  was  told  to  do  so  and  repeated 
it.  Kamal  learnt  it;  he  took  the  wood  he  had  collected,  made  his  salam  and  returned  to  Patan. 
Having  thrown  down  the  wood  he  went  to  his  Plr,  made  his  salam  and  said :  "  Plr,  health  to 
thee !  a  beloved  man  of  God  has  fallen  in  with  me."  The  Pir  said :  "  Kamal,  where  did  he  meet 
with  thee?"  Kamal  answered:  "0  Plr,  health  to  thee!  I  had  gone  to  gather  fuel;  a  Eababi  is 
with  him  and  his  name  is  Nanak;  he  recites  his  own  Sloks."  The  Pir  said:  "Son,  hast  thou  learnt 
some  verse?"  Kamal  replied:  "0  Pir,  health  to  thee!  One  verse  I  also  have  committed  to 
memory."  He  says :  '  Thou  thyself  art  the  wooden  tablet,  thou  thyself  art  the  pen,  thou  art-  also 
the  writing  upon  it.  Why  should  the  One  be  called  another,  0  Nanak?'"  The  Pir  said:  "0  son, 
hast  thou  somewhat  understood  the  meaning  of  this  verse  or  not?"  Kamal  answered:  "Pir, 
health  to  thee !  to  thee  all  is  manifest."  Then  the  Pir  said :  "  0  son,  by  whom  this  verse  has 
been  spoken,  his  sight  I  have  seen  (already),  he  is  a  Faqir  of  God,  bring  me  also  to  him !  words 
of  God  are  spoken  by  him."  Then  Shekh  Briham  ascended  a  sedan-chair  and  went  taking  Kamal 
with  him  ;  he  went  along  above  three  K5s ;  when  he  looked,  the  Baba,  was  sitting  there.  Shekh 
Biraham1  went  and  standing  said:  "Nanak,  peace  be  on  thee!"  The  Guru  Baba  answered: 
"And  on  thee  be  peace!  0  Pir,  health  to  thee,  come!  God  has  been  merciful  to  us,  that  I  have 
got  a  sight  of  thee."  Then  having  kissed  the  hands  mutually  they  sat  down.  The  Pir  asked  then : 
"  0  Eanak,  having  heard  one  verse  of  thine,  I  have  become  astonished.  I  said :  '  By  whom  this 
verse  has  been  spoken,  his  sight  I  have  seen.'  "  Nanak  replied :  "  Sir,  a  favour  has  been  bestowed 
on  me,  that  I  have  obtained  a  sight  of  you."  The  Pir  said:  "ITanak,  give  me  an  explanation  of 
this  verse.  Thou  sayst :  '  There  is  one,  0  iNanak,  why  another  ? '  But  there  is  one  Lord  and 
two  definitions.  What  shall  I  accept,  and  what  shall  I  reject  ?  Thou  sayst :  '  There  is  only 
One,'  but  the  Hindus  say  that  the  truth  is  with  them,  and  the  Musalmans  say  that  the  truth  is 
with  them.  Say,  who  is  right  and  who  is  wrong  ?  "  Baba  Nanak  answered :  "  Sir,  there  is  one 
Lord  and  one  definition,  accept  the  One  and  reject  another  (God)." 

Slok. 

Why  should  another  be  served,  who  is  born  and  dies  ? 

Kemember  the  One,  0  Nanak,  who  is  contained  in  water  and  earth  ! 

When  the  Baba  had  given  this  Slok,  the  Plr  said : 

Tear  the  silk  petticoat  and  make  a  flag  of  it,2  put  on  a  small  blanket ! 
Put  on  those  clothes,  in  which  the  bridegroom  is  obtained. 

The  Guru  Baba  gave  the  answer : 

Tear  any  petticoat,  put  on  any  blanket — . 

Sitting  in  the  house  the  bridegroom  is  obtained,  if  thou  keep  thy  mind  firm  (on  him). 
In  the  house  is  the  woman,  her  beloved  abroad,  she  grieves  continually  remembering  him. 
He  meets  with  her  without  delay,  if  she  make  a  sincere  desire  (for  him). 

1  The  name  is  written  differently:  Briham,  Biraham,  and  Biraham,  as  here.     Very  likely  it  is  corrupted 
from  Ibrahim. 

2  The  Faqirs  are  in  the  habit  of  erecting  a  flag  in  front  of  their  dwellings. 
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When  Nanak  had  given  this  answer,  the  Pir  said : 

810k. 
I  have  been  young  and  he  did  not  sport  (with  me). 
Having  grown  up  I  departed. 
The  woman  has  sunk  into  the  grave  weeping :  "I  have  not  met  with  my  Lord." 

The  Baba  answered : 

Slok. 
The  woman  is  foolish,  thin,  black,  of  an  impure  heart. 
If  she  had  virtues,  she  would  constantly  enjoy  her  beloved. 
0  Nanak,  by  her  vices  she  is  confounded. 

The  Pir  asked  again : 

816k. 

"What  is  that  word,  what  those  virtues,  what  that  gem  and  charm  : 

What  is  that,  I  should  get  into  my  power,  0  sister,  by  which  the  beloved  one  may  come  into 
my  power  ? 
The  Baba,  answered  with  the  Slok : 

Bowing  is  the  word,  parting  with  the  virtue,  the  tongue  the  gems  and  charm  : 

These  three,  0  sister,  get  into  thy  power,  by  which  the  beloved  one  will  come  into  thy  power. 

Who  serves  the  beloved  one,  his  the  beloved  one  becomes. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  gives  up  all  her  companions,  with  her  the  beloved  one  will  be. 
When   Nanak  had  given    this   answer,   the   Pir   said :    "  Nanak,    I   want    one    knife,    give  me 
that  knife,  by  which  man  becomes  slaughtered.      With  the   common  knife   they  slaughter  animals, 
and  when  it  passes   over  the   neck    of   man,   he   will    be    slaughtered.      Give   me   that  knife,   by 
which  egotism  becomes  slaughtered."     The  Baba   answered:    "0  Pir,  take  it!" 

Slok. 

The  knife  of  truth  consider  altogether  as  true  ! 

Its  working  is  inestimable. 

Apply  it  to  the  whetstone  of  truth  and  hide  it ; 

Put  it  into  a  sheath  of  virtues  ! 

Who  is  slaughtered  by  this  becomes  a  Shekh. 

Behold,  covetousness,  the  blood,  has  flowed  out. 

If,  being  slaughtered,  thou  cling  to  truth: 

Thou  wilt  be  absorbed  in  the  sight  (of  God)  at  the  gate,  (says)  Nanak. 
When  the  Baba  had  given  him  this  knife,  the  head  of  the  Pir  turned  round  and  he  said: 
"Well,  well  done!  thou  art  the  beloved  of  God,  God  has  bestowed  a  great  favour  (on  thee)." 
Then  the  Pir  said  again:  "0  Nanak,  let  me  hear  one  Var1  of  God!  Our  intention  is  this:  a  Var 
cannot  be  made  without  two  and  thou  art  saying,  he  is  only  one.  Let  me  see,  whom  thou  wilt 
make  the  partner  of  God!"  The  Baba  said:  "Mardana,  play  the  rebeck!"  Mardana  played  it,  and 
the  Bag  Asa  was  sung,  the  Guru  gave  the  Slok  in  the  Var  of  Asa,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  three 
S15ks  and  one  PaurlJ.2  Nine  Pauris  were  made  on  this  topic.  Then  the  Pir  rose  and  stood  erect. 
He  came  and  kissed  his  hands,  saying:  "Nanak,  thou  hast  obtained  God,  between  thee  and  God 
there  is  no  difference,  but  be  thou  merciful,  that  God  may  also  come  and  remain  with  me."     The 

1  <£ld  >  a  song  of  praise. 

2  Asa,  Var  I.  (p.  511).     The  second  Slok   is  noted  down  in  the  Granth   as  being  of  Angad,  whereas 
it  is  here  quoted  as  being  made  by  Nanak. 
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Baba  answered:  "Shekh  Briham,  God  will  accomplish  thy  trip."1  The  Pir  said:  "Sir,  give 
me  your  word!"  The  Baba.  replied:  "Go,  you  have  my  word."  The  Shekh  rose  then  and 
stood,  and  the  Baba,  took  leave  of  him. 

The  Baba  also  rose,  and  passing^hrough  Dipalpur,  Kac'hanpur,  Kasiir  and  Pati,  he  came  to 
Goidawal  and  stopped  there,  but  nobody  allowed  him  to  stay  there.  There  was  one  Faqlr  there, 
to  his  hovel  he  went.  That  Faqlr  was  leprous.  The  Baba  having  gone  there  stood  and  said  : 
"  0  Faqlr,  allow  me  to  remain  here  during  the  night !  "  The  Faqlr  said :  "  Animals  are  de- 
stroyed, who  come  near  me,  but  it  is  the  favour  of  God  that  a  human  shape  has  come  again  into  my 
sight."  He  remained  there.  The  Faqlr  began  to  lament.  The  Baba  uttered  then  a  Sabd,  in  the 
Bag  Dhanasarl,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].2  The  Guru  became  compassionate  and  said  : 
"  Mardana,  play  the  rebeck ! "  He  did  so,  and  the  Rag  Gauri  was  made,  the  Baba.  recited  the 
Sabd,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  ten  verses].3  Then  in  consequence  of  the  interview  (with  the  Guru) 
the  leprosy  was  removed  and  his  body  was  healed.  He  came  and  fell  down  at  (Nanak's)  feet 
and  became  a  votary  of  the  name ;  he  began  to  mutter  :   "  Guru,  Guru  !  " 

Then  the  Baba  started  thence ;  he  came  through  Sultanpur,  Vairowal,  Jalalabad  to  Kiria,  a 
Pathan  town ;  there  he  made  Pathan  people  his  disciples.  Those  Pathan  people  moving  along 
began  to  sound  drums  and  said:  "Courage,  Shah  Nanak!"  Then  the  order  was  given  to  Mar- 
dana: "Play  the  rebeck!"  He  did  so  and  the  Rag  Tilang  was  made;  the  Baba,  uttered  the 
Sabd,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  ten  verses].1  Then  the  Pathan  people  becoming  brave  began  to 
shout :   "  Courage,  Shah  Nanak  !  " 

Then  the  Guru  departed  thence;  he  came  again  through  Vatala  and  Saidpur  to  Sandeall.  In 
the  houses  of  the  Pathans  weddings  were  solemnized  and  with  the  Baba,  were  also  some  Faqirs, 
who  were  hungry  and  empty.  Having  gone  there  the  Baba  sat  down,  but  nobody  took  any  notice 
of  them,  though  the  Faqirs  were  sorely  depressed  by  hunger.  The  Baba  rose  and  stood,  he  took 
the  Faqirs  and  Mardana  with  him,  went  and  begged,5  but  no  one  responded  to  the  demand.  The 
Baba,  became  very  angry  and  said  :  "  Mardana,  play  the  rebeck ! "  He  did  so,  and  the  Rag  Tilang 
was  made,  the  Baba  uttering  in  anger  the  Sabd,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].6  "When 
the  Guru  had  recited  this  Sabd  a  Brahman  came  with  a  basket  of  fruits  and  met  with  them  saying: 
"0  kind  one,  may  the  Sabd  of  wrath,  that  has  been  uttered,  be  revoked!"  The  Baba,  answered: 
"  Sir,  now  it  is  too  late  to  revoke  it,  it  is  spoken ;  but  thou,  who  hast  come  and  met  us,  art 
pardoned.  Twelve  Kos  from  here  is  a  pond,  thither  bring  thy  family,  do  not  remain  here ;  if 
thou  shalt  remain  here,  thou  wilt  be  killed."  The  Brahman  took  his  family  and  went  away  twelve 
K5s  and  sat  down  in  a  desert.  "When  by  the  power  (of  God)  it  had  become  morning,  Mir  Babar, 
the  King,  marched  on  and  struck  Saidpur7  and  all  the  villages  round  about,  Hindus  and  Musalmans 
were  promiscuously  cut  down,  the  houses  sacked  and  pulled  down.  Such  a  slaughter  came  on  the 
Pathans  by  the  Sabd  of  the  Baba.  It  was  the  wrath  of  a  great  man.  God  minds  the  words  of 
Faqirs,  as  he  is  minded  by  the  Faqirs ;    God  being  adored  by  the  Faqirs  hears  their  word.     "What- 

,       '  The  sense  is :  God  will  bring  thee  safely  through  (this  life). 

2  Dhanasarl,  Sabd  5,  Mah.  I. 

3  This  is  again  a  misquotation,  for  in  the  Granth  these  verses  are  ascribed  to  Guru  Ram  Das  (fourth 
Guru)  ;  see :  Gauri  purbi,  Karahale,  I.  (p.  258 ;  Transl.  p.  337). 

*  Rag  Tilang,  Raisa,  I.  (p.  799). 

5  It  is  denied  by  the  Sikhs,  that  Nanak  ever  begged,  but  the  text  here  says  plainly :    iTTfS  WWTW 
VrfsWT-     It  is  also  expressly  stated,  that  he  begged  on  his  second  tour;  see  p.  xxxiv. 

6  Rag  Tilang,  Sabd  5,  Mah.  I. 

7  Cf.  Transl.  p.  509. 
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ever  comes  into  the  mind  of  the  Faqirs,  that  he  does.  But  who  are  these  Faqirs  ?  "Who  are 
given  to  kindness  and  love,  who  ask  little,  who  walk  in  sincerity  and  patience,  who  have  subdued 
their  body  and  soul  and  who  do  not  make  forethought;  who  are  careful  and  tender-hearted  and 
upright,  they  are  Darveshes  of  God,  they  are  Faqirs.  This  also  this  married  servant  (of  God) 
desires  to  be.  "Who  among  the  four  castes  puts  on  the  garb  of  Faqirship,  be  he  a  Hindu  or 
Musalman,  a  thief,  fornicator  or  highwayman,  he  ought  to  be  served  and  his  (former)  works  should 
not  be  taken  into  account. 

The  BaM  and  Mardana  were  thrown  into  the  prison  of  Saidpur  (at  the  capture  of  the  place)  ; 
then  they  came  into  the  hands  of  Mir  Khan,  the  Mugal.  Mir  Khan,  the  Mugal,  gave  the  order, 
that  these  slaves  should  be  carried  away.  The  Baba,  got  a  bundle  on  his  head  and  for  Mardana  a 
horse  was  seized.  The  Baba  uttered  then  a  Sabd,  in  Bag  Maru,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four 
verses].1  Mardana  said:  "Sir,  what  is  the  matter  regarding  these  (women),  who  are  standing  on 
their  feet  and  go  along  weeping?"  The  Baba  replied:  "Mardana,  play  the  rebeck!"  Mardana 
said:  "Sir,  in  my  hand  is  a  horse."  The  Baba,  said:  "Say:  vah  Guru!  and  let  the  horse  go 
from  thy  hand."  Mardana  let  the  horse  go  and  played  the  rebeck,  the  Bag  Tilang  was  made,  the 
Baba,  uttering  the  Sabd,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  twenty-two  verses].2  "When  the  Baba  had  recited 
these  Sabds,  Mir  Khan,  the  Mugal,  came.  When  he  looked,  he  saw  that  the  bundle  on  the  head 
(of  Nanak)  was  going  on  supported  by  a  hand  and  that  the  horse  was  walking  behind  (Mardana). 
He  reported  this  to  Sultan  Babar  and  said:  "A  Faqir,  who  has  been  taken  prisoner,  on  his  head 
a  bundle  is  going;  with  him  is  a  Dum,  behind  whom  a  horse  is  walking;  he  is  playing  a  rebeck 
and  worshipping  God."  The  King  replied:  "A  town,  in  which  there  are  such  Faqirs,  should  not 
have  been  struck."  Then  the  Mir  said  :  "  See  to  bestow  favour  on  them  !  "  Then  having  gone 
above  two  Kos  the  tents  were  pitched.  There  mills  were  put  before  them  and  they  were  told  to 
grind  the  corn  of  the  government.  The  Pathan,  Khatri,  and  Brahman  women  were  all  seated 
together  and  mills  put  before  them,  before  the  Baba,  too  a  mill  was  put,  but  it  turned  by  itself, 
the  Baba  sat  and  filled  in  a  handful  (when  the  corn  was  ground).  Then  the  King  oame  there  and 
the  Baba.  recited  a  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Asa,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  seven  verses].3  The  King  began 
then  to  ask  miracles;  at  that  time  the  Sabd  was  made  in  the  Bag  Tilang,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow 
four  verses].*  "When  the-  Baba  had  recited  this  Sabd,  the  King  Babar  came  on  and  kissed 'his  feet, 
saying:  "In  the  face  of  this  Faqir  God  is  coming  into  sight."6  Then  all  the  people,  Hindus  as 
well  as  Musalmans,  began  to  make  salam  (to  Nanak).  The  King  said,  "0  Darvesh,  accept  of 
something!"  The  Guru  Baba,  replied:  "I  do  not  want  anything,  but  release  the  prisoners  of 
Saidpur  and  what  has  been  taken  from  them  restore  to  them ! "  King  Babar  gave  the  order  that 
they  should  release  the  prisoners  and  restore  their  property  to  them.  All  the  prisoners  of  Saidpur 
were  set  at  liberty,  but  they  would  not  go  without  the  Baba ;  so  the  Baba  returned  with  them  on 
the  third  day  to  Saidpur.  "When  he  arrived  there,  he  saw  that  a  promiscuous  slaughter  Bad  been 
made.  The  Baba  said  then:  "0  Mardana,  what  has  happened  here!"  Mardana  replied:  "0  King, 
what  was  thy  will,  that  has  happened."  The  Baba,  said:  "Play  the  rebeck!"  Mardana  did  so, 
and  the   Bag  Asa   was   made,    the   Baba,   uttering  the   Sabd   [there  follow   seven   verses].6     When 

1  Maru,  Sabd  6,  Mah.  I. 

2  This  is  a  misquotation  ;  in  the  Granth  these  verses  are  ascribed  to  Guru  Ram  Das  (Mah.  IV.) ;  see 
Tilang,  Sabd  1,  Mah.  IV.  (p.  800). 

3  This  is  properly  an  Astpadi  ;  see  Rag  Asa,  Astpadi  XL,  Mah.  I.  (p.  460). 

4  These  verses  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Rag  Tilang. 

5  Mulisin  Fani  gays  in  the  Dabistan  (II.,  249),  that  there  was  a  report  that  Nanak  had  called  the  Mugals 
into  the  country.     This  is  by  no  means  countenanced  by  the  Sikh  tradition. 

6  Asa,  Astpadi  XII.,  Mah.  I. 
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Babar  marched  away,  the  Baba  recited  the  Sabd  in  the  Rag  Sorathi,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four 
verses].1  "When  the  Baba  came  to  Saidpur,  the  Hindus  and  the  Musalmans  commenced  to  bury  and 
to  burn  the  dead  ones;  in  every  house  they  began  to  weep  and  to  beat  their  breasts  and  to  lament. 
The  Guru  fell  into  a  trance;  at  that  time  the  Sabd  was  made  in  Rag  Asa,  [there  follow  ten  verses].8 
One  day  Mardana  said :  "  Sir,  why  has  this  (town)  been  alike  destroyed  and  why  have  so  many 
been  killed?"  The  Guru  Baba  replied:  "Mardana,  go  and  sleep  under  that  tree,  when  thou  wilt 
rise,  I  will  give  thee  an  answer."  Mardana  went  and  slept  there.  One  drop  of  grease  had  fallen 
on  his  breast  when  eating  bread.  As  soon  as  he  was  (therefore)  fallen  asleep,  ants  came  and 
fell  on  him.  "When  one  ant  bit  the  sleeper,  he  bruised  them  all  with  his  hand  and  threw  them 
away.  The  Baba  said:  "What  hast  thou  done,  0  Mardana?"  Mardana  answered:  "For  the 
sake  of  one,  who  has  bitten  me,  all  have  been  killed."  The  Baba,  laughed  and  said:  "In  this 
very  wise  they  have  been  killed  for  the  sake  of  one."  Then  Mardana  came  and  fell  down  at 
his  feet.     Many  people  of  Saidpur  became  votaries  of  the  name. 

At  that  time  Jharu,  the  distiller,  was  in  prison ;  he  wrote  (to  Nanak) ;  he  was  a  Kharar 3  of 
Khanpur,  but  by  visiting  the  society  (of  the  pious)  he  put  his  trust  in  God  and  became  an  TJdasi. 

The  Baba  started  thence.  Passing  through  Pasrur  he  came  to  the  small  fort  of  Miya  Mitha,4 
and  at  a  distance  of  a  little  more  than  half  a  Kos  he  went  into  a  garden  and  sat  down  there.  Mia, 
Mitha  was  informed  of  it  and  said  amongst  his  disciples :  "  Nanak  is  an  excellent  Faqir,  but  when 
he  will  meet  with  us,  we  will  skim  him  off,  as  the  cream  is  skimmed  off  the  milk."  The  Baba, 
said:  "Mardana,  what  does  Mia.  Mitha  say?"  Mardana  answered:  "Sir,  he  is  thy  musical 
instrument,  as  he  is  caused  to  sound,  so  he  sounds."  Then  the  Guru  Baba  said:  "Mardana,  when 
Mi!  Mitha,  will  meet  us,  we  will  so  squeeze  him,  as  the  juice  is  squeezed  out  of  a  lemon."  Then 
Mia,  Mitha  rose  and  said:  "Go  on,  friends,  we  will  have  an  interview  with  Nanak."  His  disciples 
said:  "Thou  hadst  before  said,  'When  Nanak  will  meet  with  us,  we  will  so  skim  him  off,  as  the 
cream  is  skimmed  off  the  milk.'"  Mia,  Mitha,  said:  "Rise,  an  answer  has  come  (to  me):  'as  the 
juice  is  squeezed  out  of  a  lemon,  so,  when  Mia  Mitha,  will  meet  (with  me),  I  will  squeeze  him  out. 
The  milk  is  nothing  when  the  cream  is  taken  off,  and  the  lemon  when  squeezed  out  will  be  a 
refuse.'"     Then  Mia  Mitha,  came  to  the  interview;    having  saluted  he  sat  down. 

Mia  Mitha,  said  then  : 

SM. 

The  first  is  the  name  of  God,  the  second  the  prophet : 
0  Nanak,  if  thou  read  the  Kalima,5  thou  wilt  be  accepted  at  the  threshold. 
The  Baba  answered : 

The  first  is  the  name  of  God,  the  prophet  is  the  cowkeeper  at  the  gate. 

0  Shekh,  if  thou  make  a  right  aim,  thou  wilt  be  accepted  at  the  threshold. 

The  Baba,  added:  "0  Shekh  Mitha,  at  that  gate  there  is  no  place  for  two;  whoever  remains 
there,  he  remains  there  having  become  one  (with  God)."  Then  Shekh  Mitha,  said:  "0  Nanak, 
how  will  the  lamp  burn  without  oil  ?  " 

Slok. 
Him,  who  cannot  be  deceived,  fraud  does  not  deceive,  the  dagger  does  not  inflict  one  wound 

(on  him). 
The  mind  of  this  covetous  one  palpitates ;  how  should  the  lamp  burn  without  oil  ? 

1  These  verses  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Rag  Sorathi. 

2  Asa,  Astpadi  XII.,  Mah.  I.  (p.  461). 

3  Name  of  a  savage  tribe  of  the  Rachna  Duab. 

4  Compare  :  Sikhi  de  raj  dl  vithia,  pp.  257,   sqq.  s  The  Moslem  confession  of  faith. 
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The  Baba  answered  : 

Slok. 

(1).  The  book  of  the  Kur'an  should  be  performed,  the  wick  of  fear  should  be  applied  to  this  body. 

Understanding  of  truth  should  be  brought  and  kindled  : 

Thus  the  lamp  burns  without  oil ;  make  light,  thus  the  Lord  is  met  with. 

(2).  To  this  body  adhere  (different)  tempers. 

Comfort  is  obtained  by  performing  service  (to  God). 

All  the  world  is  coming  and  going. 

(3).  (If)  iu  the  world  service  (to  God)  be  performed, 

Then  at  the  threshold  a  seat  is  obtained. 

Nanak  says :  the  arm  will  be  leisurely  swung  (there).1 
Then  Shekh  Mitha  said:  "Sir,  what  is  that  Kur'an,  by  reading  which  one  may  become  ap- 
proved of?  and  what  is  that  book,  by  acting  up  to  which  one  may  become  accepted?  and  what  is 
that  Darvesh-ship,  by  which  one  may  become  worthy  of  the  gate  (of  God)?  and  what  is  that 
fasting,  by  which  the  heart  remains  fixed  and  does  not  move?  and  what  is  that  prayer,  by  the 
performing  of  which  a  favourable  glance  (of  God)  falls  (on  one)  ? 

The  Baba.  answered  and  said :  "  Mardana,  play  the  rebeck ! "  Mardana,  did  so,  and  the  Baba 
made  the  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Maru,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  fifteen  verses].2  Then  Shekh  Mitha.  said: 
"Thou  hast  praised  the  one  name,  what  is  this  one  name?"  The  Baba.  answered:  "0  Shekh 
Mitha,  has  any  one  attained  to  an  estimate  of  the  one  name?"  Shekh  Mitha  said:  "For  kind- 
ness' sake  show  it  to  me ! "  The  Baba,  seized  the  arm  of  Shekh  Mitha,  led  him  to  a  corner  and 
said:  "Shekh  Mitha,  the  one  name  of  God  was  void."  Then  the  Baba  said:  "Allah!"  and 
with  saying  this  the  other  became  ashes.  Seeing  this  Shekh  Mitha  became  astonished;  when  he 
looked  on,  there  was  a  handful  of  ashes  there.  Then  came  again  a  voice:  "Allah!"  and  with 
this  he  rose  and  stood  erect.  Thereupon  Shekh  Mitha  came  on  and  kissed  his  feet.  Then  the 
Baba.  said  in  a  state  of  ecstasy :  "On  those,  who  are  present,  favour  is  bestowed,  to  those,  who 
are  not  present,  he  is  incompassionate.  Faith  is  a  friend,  the  faithless  one  is  an  infidel ;  arrogance 
is  wrath,  wrath  is  unlawful.  Sensuality  is  the  devil ;  conceit  is  infidelity ;  the  mouth  of  him, 
who  slanders  one  behind  one's  back,  is  black ;  he,  who  is  without  faith,  is  impure ;  the  tender- 
hearted one  is  pure.  Wisdom  is  mildness ;  who  is  without  greediness,  is  a  saint ;  the  dishonest 
one  is  not  honourable ;  the  ungrateful  one  is  shameless.  Truth  is  paradise,  falsehood  is  hell ; ' 
clemency  is  an  oath;  force  is  oppression;  justice  is  the  Kur'an;  praise  (of  God)  ablution;  the 
cry  (to  prayer)  discrimination ; 3  theft  is  covetousness ;  adultery  is  impurity  ;  leading  the  life  of  a 
Faqlr  is  patience ;  impatience  is  deceit.  The  way  is  the  Pir ; '  who  has  no  Plr,  is  going  astray. 
Honesty  is  a  friend,  the  dishonest  one  is  worthless.  The  sword  becomes  men,  justice  the  kings. 
Who  knows  and  makes  known  so  many  things,  he  is  called  wise,  (says)  Nanak."  Then  the 
Baba   took  leave   of  Mia  Mitha  and  departed  thence.     Say:  vah  Guru! 

Going  along  the  bank  of  the  river  Ravi  he  came  to  Lahaur.  In  the  Lahaur  Pargana  (district) 
was  a  man,  who  owned  a  Crore  (of  Rupees),  named  DunI  Cand,  a  Dhupur  Khatri,  the  Sradh  of 
whose  father  was  then  performed.  When  he  heard,  that  Nanak,  the  ascetic,  had  come,  he  went 
and  paid  reverence  to  the  Baba  and  took  him  with  him.  The  Guru  went  and  sat  down  (in  his 
house).     Then   the  performance   of  that  matter   {i.e.   the  Sradh)    was   taken  up.     He  (Dun!  Cand) 

1  An  idiomatic  expression  for  a  comfortable  life  without  cares. 

2  This  is  a  misquotation,  the  verses  being  ascribed  in  the  Granth  to  Guru  Arjun  (fifth  Guru)      See  Maru 
Solahe,  V.  Mah.,  12. 

VThe  original  is  TTt3T  *T%7  5;  T&Z(  is  in  itself  senseless ;  it  is  very  likely  a  slip  of  the  pen  instead 
of  fy  ijo/ . 
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gave  orders :  milk,  coagulated  milk,  fuel,  grain  was  kept  ready  and  the  Biahmans  ate ;  he  went 
also  to  call  the  Baba.  The  Baba  asked :  "  "What  has  happened  in  thy  house  ? "  He  answered : 
"It  is  the  Sradh  of  my  father,  in  his  name  the  Brahmans  eat."  The  Baba  said:  "To-day  it 
is  the  third  day  to  thy  father  (sincere  has  died)  and  he  has  eaten  nothing1  and  thou  art  saying, 
that  thou  art  feeding  one  hundred  men."  Duni  Cand  humbly  replied  and  said:  "Sir,  where  is 
he  ? "  The  Baba.  said :  "  He  has  fallen  into  a  wood  near  a  village,  five  Kos  from  here  the  birth 
of  a  wolf  takes  place.  But  go  thou  and  bring  (him)  food  and  don't  be  afraid !  With  thy  going 
his  human  intellect  will  return  (to  him) ;  he  will  eat  the  food  and  will  speak  too."  Duni  Cand 
brought  the  food  there  and  put  it  before  (the  wolf,  in  which  his  father's  ghost  was).  Then  he 
asked:  "0  father,  how  hast  thou  come  into  this  birth?"  He  replied:  ""Without  the  perfect 
Guru  I  have  come  into  this  birth.  I  was  the  disciple  of  a  religious  man,2  who  had  allowed  me 
to  eat  the  flesh  of  fish.  "With  me  were  profligate  companions  (and  thus)  the  lust  also  seized 
me,  my  desire  went  also  that  way.  When  the  time  of  my  death  came,  I  became  distressed ;  in 
punishment  thereof  I  have  come  into  this  birth."  Then  that  one  rose  and  went  away  and  this 
one  ran  off.  Duni  Cand  came  back  and  fell  down  at  the  feet  (of  !Nanak),  and  took  the  Guru 
Baba.  to  his  house.  Upon  its  door  seven  flags  were  fastened,  of  which  every  one  was  worth  one 
Lakh  (of  Kupees).  The  Baba,  asked :  "  Whose  flags  are  these  ? "  Duni  Cand  answered :  "  Sir, 
these  flags  are  mine."  Then  the  Baba  gave  him  a  needle  and  said:  "Keep  it  as  a  deposit  of 
mine,  we  shall  demand  it  again  in  the  other  world."  Duni  Cand  brought  the  needle  to  his  wife 
and  said:  "Keep  this  needle,  which  the  Guru  gave  (me)  and  said:  'We  shall  demand  it  in  the 
other  world.'"  His  wife  replied:  ""Will  this  needle  go  on  with  thee  to  the  Lord?"  Duni 
Cand  said:  ""What  is  to  be  done?"  His  wife  replied:  "Go,  give  it  back  to  him."  Duni  Cand 
brought  the  needle  back  to  the  Baba,  and  said :  "  This  needle  cannot  go  with  me  to  the  other 
world,  take  it  back ! "  The  Guru  Baba,  replied :  "  How  wilt  thou  bring  these  flags  there,  as  thou 
art  not  able  to  bring  a  needle  there?"  Duni  Cand  rose  and  bowed  his  head  and  said:  "Sir,  tell 
me  that  word,  by  which  they  may  arrive  there."  The  Guru  replied :  "  Give  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord !  put  (food)  into  the  mouth  of  ascetics  and  uninvited  guests,  thus  (the  flags)  will  arrive 
there  with  thee."  Then  Duni  Cand  gave  away  (as  alms)  the  flags  of  seven  Lakhs  (of  Bupees) 
and  removed  them.  He  obeyed  the  order.  The  order  of  the  Guru  is  this,  whoever  will  obey  it, 
will  be  saved.  Then  Duni  Cand  became  a  votary  of  the  name  and  began  to  mutter :  "  Guru, 
Guru!"  The  Baba,  said  then:  "Mardana,  play  the  rebeck!"  Mardana  did  so,  and  the  Var  of 
Bag  Asa  was  made,  fifteen  Paurls  on  the  subject  of  Duni  Cand. 

After  that  the  Baba,  went  to  his  house  and  remained  some  days  in  Talvandl.  One  day  a 
Brahman  came,  who  was  strict  in  the  observance  of  the  prescribed  religious  duties ;  he  was  hungry 
and  having  come  in  he  pronounced  a  blessing.  The  Baba,  was  just  sitting  at  his  meal  and  said : 
"  Come,  0  Misr,  the  meal  is  ready ! "  The  Pandit  replied :  "  I  shall  not  eat  this  food,  I  shall 
eat  that  which  I  have  prepared  myself.  "When  I  shall  dig  up  the  ground  a  cubit  long  and  make 
a  Cauka3  and  when  I  shall  dig  up  the  ground  a  span  long,  I  will  make  a  hearth,  and  having 
washed  the  fuel,  I  will  lay  it  upon  it; — of  what  kind  is  the  ground  of  this  cooking-place? — I 
will  not  eat."  The  Baba.  said:  "Give  to  this  Pandit  a  new  cooking-place."  A  new  cooking- 
place  was  given  him.  The  Pandit  went  out  and  began  to  make  .a  Cauka,  and  to  dig  up  the 
ground;  wherever  he  dug,  there  bones  came  forth.  He  went  about  digging  for  four  watches 
(=  twelve  hours).     "When  he   had  become  quite   exhausted  by  hunger,    he   said   (within  himself): 

1  The  sense  is  :  Thou  hast  made  no  offering  to  his  manes. 

2  mixJIcft,  properly:  strict  in  observing  the  prescribed  religious  duties. 

3  The  tiGoM  (m.)  is  a  small  place,  defined  by  lines  and  smeared  with  cow-dung,  in  which  Hindus  cook 
their  food. 
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"I  will  go  to  the  Baba."  He  came,  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  said:  "May  that  food  be  given 
to  me,  I  am  dead  of  hunger."  The  Guru  said:  "That  time  of  meal  is  passed,  but  go  and  say: 
■vah  Guru!'  dig  up  the  ground,  make  a  cooking-place  and  eat!"  Then  the  Baba  uttered  a 
Sabd  in  the  Bag  Basant,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].1 

One  day  the  Guru  gave  the  order,  that  in  the  last  watch  of  the  night  the  praises  (of  God) 
should  be  sung.  One  boy  of  seven  years  rose  from  his  house  and  came  (too),  and  stood  behind 
the  Guru.  When  the  recital  of  the  Arti*  was  made,  he  rose  and  went.  One  day  the  Baba.  said: 
"Keep  to-day  the  boy  back."  "When  he  went  away,  after  having  bowed  his  head,  the  society 
held  him  back  and  placed  him  before  the  Guru.  The  Guru  asked  him  saying :  "  Why  art  thou 
coming  here  and  rising  at  this  time?  Till  now  it  is  for  thee  the  time  of  eating,  playing  and 
sleeping."  That  boy  replied:  "Sir,  one  day  my  mother  said  to  me  :  '  0  my  son,  kindle  a  fire!' 
T  set  to  kindle  it.  When  I  had  put  on  the  wood,  the  fire  first  seized  the  small  pieces  and 
afterwards  the  larger  ones.  At  this  I  became  afraid,  lest  I  might  (also)  depart  (this  world)  whilst 
little ;  in  growing  big  we  may  meet  or  not  meet  (with  God),  like  the  pieces  of  wood.  Therefore 
I  said:  'I  will  mutter  the  Guru!'"  The  assembly  hearing  this  became  astonished,  and  the  Baba 
also  was  much  pleased.  The  boy  fell  down  at  his  feet.  At  that  time  the  Baba,  uttered  the  Sabd 
in  the  Bag  Siri  Bag,  Mahala  I.   [there  follow  four  verses].3 

By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

Then  the  Baba,  started  from  his  house  and  passed  the  second  time  a  retired  life  in  the  Bakhan 
(south).  He  got  his  livelihood  by  filling  his  begging  vessel  with  morsels;4  on  his  feet  he  had  sandals 
of  wood,  in  his  hand  a  staff,  on  his  head  rolls  of  rope ;  on  his  forehead  as  Tilak  the  paint  of  a 
point.  With  him  were  Saido  and  Slho  of  the  Gheho  Jat  tribe.  The  Baba,  went  to  the  country 
of  Dhanasari  and  remained  some  days  there.  At  night-time  Saido  and  Slho  of  the  Gheho  tribe 
both  went  to  the  river  to  perform  worship.  They  went  when  yet  one  watch  of  the  night  was 
remaining,  and  thought  in  their  heart  that  what  the  Guru  had  got  from  the  Khavajah,5  he  had 
got  in  that  very  place.  One  night  they  went  and  saw  a  man  coming  towards  them,  in  whose 
hand  was  a  fish.  That  man  asked:  "Who  are  you?"  Saido  and  Siho  said:  "We  are  the 
disciples  of  Guru  Nanak."  That  man  asked  (further):  "What  for  are  you  come  here?"  Saido 
replied;  "We  are  always  going  here  in  the  last  watch  of  the  night  to  worship  the  Khavajah, 
because  our  Guru  has  obtained  (something)6  from  the  Khavajah."  Then  Saido  asked:  "Sir,  who 
are  you  and  where  will  you  go?"  That  man  answered:  "I  am  the  Khavajah  and  am  continually  - 
going  to  the  Guru ;  I  go  at  this  time  to  pay  worship  to  him.  To-day  I  bring  him  a  fish  as  an 
offering."  Then  Saido  and  Siho  came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  said :  "  We  are  saying  that 
the  Guru  has  got  it  from  you,  and  you  are  saying  that  you  are  always  going  to  perform  service 
(to  the  Guru),  and  that  you  bring  to-day  an  offering  to  the  Guru."  Then  Khavajah  Khidir  said  ; 
"0  ye  men  of  the  Lord,  I  am  the  water  and  that  Guru  is  the  wind.  I  have  many  times  been 
produced  from  him  and  many  times  I  have  been  absorbed  in  him."  Both  disciples,  Saido  and  Siho 
of  the  Gheho  tribe,  went  then  and  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru.     The  Guru  asked :    "  Why 

1  Rag  Basant,  Sabd  3,  Mali.  I. 

2  The  JHId-^t  1S  nere  tne  Piece  of  Poetry  sung  at  the  oblation  of  the  Arti. 

3  It  is  a  misquotation,  the  verses  being  ascribed  in  the  Granth  to  Guru  Arjun  ;  see  Sirl  Rag,  Sabd  4, 
Mah.  V. 

4  The  begging  of  Baba  Nanak  is  here  most  plainly  asserted.     Cf.  p.  xxix.  note  5. 

s  tPWTflT  or  qTJu-m  ftrf^f3  {.jd&-  tsAf$~  ),  according  to  Muslim  tradition  the  prophet  Elias.  In 
Sindh  and  the  lower  Panjab  Khavajah  Khidir  is  worshipped  also  by  the  Hindus  as  the  river  god  Indus,  under 
the  more  common  name  of  Jinda  Pir. 

6  It  is  not  mentioned,  what  the  Guru  had  or  was  supposed  to  have  obtained. 
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have  you  come  to-day  at  this  (early)  time  ?  you  have  come  before  the  day  has  risen."  Saido  the  GhehS 
told  him,  how  they  had  met  with  the  Khavajah.  Then  the  Baba,  uttered  the  Slok  in  the  Jap  [there 
follows  one  verse].'  The  Guru  Baba  remained  after  that  some  days  in  the  country  of  Dhanasarl; 
many  people  there  became  votaries  or  the  name  and  began  to  mutter:    "Guru,   Guru!" 

There  was  a  cloister  of  Jainas  there,  the  people  of  which  performed  much  worship.  "When 
they  heard  that  the  Guru  was  come,  they  collected  their  disciples  and  came  with  them;  they 
spread  out  their  beds  outside  the  door  and  sat  on  them.  They  then  sent  word  to  the  Guru, 
that  he  should  come  out  to  them.  "When  Guru  Baba,  came  out,  the  head  Jaina  asked  him :  "  Thou, 
who  art  eating  grain  new  and  full,  and  who  art  eating  split  vetches  and  drinking  cold  and  unstrained 
water,  and  callest  thyself  a  Guru,  what  authority  hast  thou  got,  that  thou  art  always  killing  living 
creatures?"  The  Baba,  recited  (in  answer)  a  Pauri  of  a  Var  in  the  Bag  Majh  [there  follows  a 
Pauri]  and  (two)  Sloks.' 

"When  the  Guru  Baba,  had  said  these  Sloks,  the  head  Jaina  came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet; 
he  became  a  votary  of  the  name  and  began  to  mutter:  "Guru,  Guru!"  At  that  time  in  a  state 
of  ecstasy  this  whole  Var  of  the  Bag  Majh  was  made  in  the  country  of  Dhanasarl,  and  written 
down  by  Saido,  the  Gheho ;  the  whole  is  to  be  read.  In  the  country  of  Dhanasarl  many  became 
votaries  of  the  name ;  there  is  also  a  Manji  there.     Say :  vah  Guru ! 

The  Baba,  departed  thence  and  wandered  along.  There  was  a  Bakshasa  of  the  Dhanasarl 
country,  who  was  eating  men.  The  Baba  passed  there,  Saido  and  Siho  being  with  him.  The 
Bakshasa  came  up  to  them,  having  seen  that  the  iron  boiler  was  put  on.  He  seized  the  Baba,  and 
carried  him  away,  who  seeing  this  laughed.  Saido  and  Siho  began  to  weep  and  said:  "He  will 
also  throw  our  bodies  into  the  boiler."  The  Baba  sat  down  in  the  heated  boiler  and  fell  into  a 
state  of  ecstasy.  At  that  time  the  Sabd  was  made  in  the  Bag  Maru,  Mahala,  I.  [there  follow  four 
verses].3  The  Bakshasa  kept  on  heating  the  boiler,  but  the  boiler  did  not  become  hot,  it  became 
cold.  Then  he  came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  said :  "  Sir,  effect  my  salvation ! "  Then  Siho 
gave  him  the  Pahul;4  he  became  a  votary  of  the  name  and  was  emancipated  (saved). 

The  Baba,  went  on.  wandering  about.  Further  on,  on  the  sea-shore,  Makhdum  Bahavadln5  was 
sitting  on  a  carpet  and  playing.  The  Guru  went  up  to  him.  Then  Makhdum  Bahavadln  having 
seen  him  saluted  him  and  said:  "Peace  be  on  thee,  0  Darvesh!"  The  Baba,  answered  and  said: 
"  On  thee  be  peace,  0  Makhdum  Bahavadln,  the  Kuraishi ! "  Then  having  kissed  his  hand  he  sat 
down.  Makhdum  Bahavadln  said:  "0  Darvesh  iNanak,  come  let  us  make  a  trip  on  the  sea." 
The  Baba  said:  "Makhdum  Bahavadln,  hast  thou  seen  anything  in  making  this  voyage?" 
Makhdum  Bahavadln  replied :  "0  Nanak,  one  day  a  tower  came  into  sight."  The  Baba  said  : 
"Go  and  bring  information  about  it!"  Makhdum  Bahavadln  replied:  "I  promise  to  do  it,  Sir!" 
Makhdum  Bahavadln  threw  his  prayer-carpet  into  the  ocean  and  sporting,  sporting  he  went  out 
(into  the  sea).  He  saw  there  one  tower  and  went  there.  As  he  went  on,  he  saw  twenty  men 
seated  there.  He  went  to  them,  saluted  them  and  shook  hands  with  them  and  sat  down.  "When 
night  had  set  in,  twenty  dishes  of  food  came  down  from  heaven;    the  Faqjrs  ate  the  food.     Four 

1  See  the  last  Slok  of  the  Japji. 

2  The  Pauri  is  in  Majh  Var  XXV.,  but  in  the  Granth  ascribed  to  Guru  Amar  Das  (third  Guru)  ; 
the  following  two  Sloks  are  in  Var  XXVI.  and  also  in  the  Granth  attributed  to  Baba  Nanak. 

8  These  verses  are  not  to  be  found  among  the  Sabds  of  Rag  Maru. 

4  The  Pahul  (now  pronounced  Pahul)  is  the  initiatory  rite  of  the  Sikhs,  which  is  here  carried  back  as 
far  as  the  time  of  Baba  Nanak,  which  is  by  no  means  probable,  as  it  is  never  mentioned  in  the  Granth.  The 
more  ancient  rite  of  the  Pahul  consisted  simply  in  the  drinking  of  some  sherbet  with  two  other  disciples  and 
Uttering :  "  Vah  Guru ! " 

5  Bahau-ddin,  the  famous  Musalman  Saint  of  Multan. 
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watches  (of  the  night)  they  worshipped  God.  At  daybreak  those  twenty  men  went  away. 
Makhdum  Bahavadin  remained  that  day  there.  When  the  day  had  risen  one  watch  (=  three 
hours),  one  boat  came  along,  and  it  began  also  to  sink.  Makhdum  lifted  up  his  hands  before  God, 
that  this  boat  should  not  sink  whilst  he  stood  there.  The  boat  ceased  to  sink.  "When  night  had 
set  in,  those  men  came  back  and  remained  together  during  the  night,  but  no  food  came  down  from 
the  sky.  The  Faqirs  went  on  remembering  God  during  the  night.  "When  it  became  morning, 
those  men  went  again  away.  Makhdum  Bahavadln  remained  also  that  day  there.  When  the 
second  day  had  set  in,  that  tower  began  to  fall  in.  Then  Makhdum  joining  his  hands  begged 
that  the  tower,  whilst  he  was  sitting  there,  should  not  fall  in,  and  it  ceased  to  fall.  When  night 
had  set  in,  those  men  also  came  ;  they  sat  together  during  the  night,  but  no  food  came  down  from 
heaven.  Then  those  friends  said:  "Who  is  the  unfortunate  man,  who  has  thrown  an  obstacle 
into  the  way  of  God's  works  ? "  They  began  to  reflect  and  to  inquire  among  themselves.  Then 
said  Makhdum  Bahavadln:  "I  have  preserved  the  boat  and  the  tower."  Those  men  asked:  "0 
Darvesh,  what  is  thy  name  ?  "  Makhdum  Bahavadln  answered :  "  My  name  is  Makhdum  Bahavadln, 
the  Pir."  Those  men  said:  "0  Darvesh,  here  is  no  place  for  Plrs  and  Kings;1  the  Plrs  and  Kings 
are  lustrous  in  the  world  and  are  the  gate  and  foundation  of  the  way  of  God;  the  head  of  Plrs 
and  Kings  is  high." 

Makhdum  Bahavadin  having  said:  "Peace  be  on  you!"  took  up  his  prayer-carpet  and  put  it 
on  the  sea  and  sat  thereon.  But  the  carpet  did  not  go,  the  four  watches  of  the  day  he  remained 
sitting  on  the  ocean.  When  the  day  began  to  sink,  those  men  also  came.  When  they  saw  that 
he  was  sitting  on  the  ocean,  those  men  asked :  "  0  Darvesh,  why  art  thou  sitting  here  ?  "  Makhdum 
Bahavadln  replied:  "My  prayer-carpet  does  not  go."  Those  disciples  then  said:  "Write  the 
name  of  the  true  Guru  Nanak  (on  it),  that  thy  carpet  may  go !  "  He  wrote  then  (the  name  of) 
the  true  Guru  Nanak  and  the  carpet  of  Makhdum  Bahavadin  went  along  and  he  came  back  to  the 
Baba.  Having  made  his  salutation  he  sat  down.  The  Baba,  asked :  "  What  hast  thou  seen,  0 
Makhdum  Bahavadin?"  He  replied:  "Sir,  thou  knowest  all;  I  have  come  back  as  a  sacrifice 
to  thy  Blaves."  The  Baba,  said:  "0  Makhdum  Bahavadin,  works  are  a  carcass,  it  is  forbidden  to 
the  devotees  to  sit  down  there."  Makhdum  Bahavadin  came  then  and  kissed  (his,  the  Baba's) 
feet.  At  that  time  the  Sabd  was  made  in  the  Bag  Siri  Bag,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  eight  verses].2 
Then  Makhdum  Bahavadln  flung  away  the  prayer-carpet  from  his  hands;  he  was  ordered,  that  he 
should  go  and  take  a  Pir.  Makhdum  Bahavadin  said:  "Sir,  whom  shall  I  make  my  Pir?"  The 
Baba.  gave  the  answer :  "  Whom  Shekh  Parid  has  made  (his  Pir)."  Makhdum  Bahavadin  made 
his  salutation,  shook  hands  and  was  dismissed  by  the  Baba.  The  Baba,  also  departed  thence.  He 
went  along  on  the  road  of  the  ocean;3  further  on  Machind  and  Gorakhnath  were  sitting.4  When 
Machind  saw  (him),  he  said:  "0  Gorakhnath,  who  is  coming  here  on  the  ocean?"  Gorakhnath 
answered:  "Sir,  this  is  JSanak."  The  Baba  made  his  appearance;  having  said:  "Ades,  ades 
(salutation)!"  he  sat  down.  MaJhind  asked  and  said:  "0  Nanak,  what  did  the  ocean  of  the 
world  appear  (to  thee)?    In  which  wise  is  the  ocean  crossed?"     The  Baba  uttered  a  Sabd  in  the 

1  Great  Faqirs  are  also  called  Kings ;  thus  Nanak  is  usually  called  Nanak  Shah  by  the  Muliammadans. 

2  These  verses  are  not  to  be  found  among  the  Sabds  of  Siri  Rag. 

3  That  is  to  say:  he  went  along  on  the  sea-shore,  but  on  the  ocean. 

4  Machind  (properly  Machendra)  and  Goiakh  are  Jogis  (both  have  therefore  the  title  of  nath),  Gorakh- 
nath being  the  son  of  Machendra  and  grandson  of  Adinath,  according  to  Price's  Hindi  and  Hindustani 
Selections,  vol.  i.  p.  141.  In  later  times  Gorakhnath  was  considered  the  founder  of  the  Jogi  sect,  though  without 
reason.  At  any  rate  Machind  and  Gorakhnath  were  not  contemporaries  of  Nanak,  as  Gorakhnath  was,  accord- 
ing to  all  accounts,  a  contemporary  of  Kabir.  It  need  therefore  hardly  be  mentioned  that  this  whole  story  is 
an  invention  of  the  Sikhs,  who  consider  Machind  as  a  fabulous  being,  half-man  and  half-fish. 
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Rag  Eamkall,  Mahula,  I.  [there  follow  four  verses  with  two  Eahaus].1  At  that  time  the  Sabd  was 
also  made  [there  follow  four  verses].1  Machind  said  further:  "0  Nanak,  practise  the  Y5ga,  that  thou 
mayst  become  free  from  vacillation  and  cross  in  comfort  the  water  of  existence."  The  Guru 
recited  a  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Eamkall,  ifthala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].*  Then  G5rjikhnath  humbly- 
said :  "0  Guru:  thy  Pirship  (spiritual  guidance)  is  (my)  prayer;  from  the  beginning,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Yugas  it  has  gone  on."  The  Baba,  replied :  "  "Whom  wilt  thou  make  (thy)  Guru, 
0  Gorakhnath?"  G5rakhnath  said:  "Who  is  such  a  Guru,  that  he  may  put  his  hand'on  thy  head? 
that  is  thy  Guru,  who  may  be  born  from  thy  body."  The  Baba  replied:  "Very  well."  Then 
the  Baba  departed  and  went  along.  The  conversation  with  Machind  is  finished,  it  was  written  by 
Saido  of  the  Gheho  Jat  tribe.     Say  :  van  Guru ! 

Then  mention  was  made  of  Singhala-dlpa  (Ceylon).  They  Went  and  stood  on  the  bottomless 
ocean.  The  Baba,  said:  "How  shall  this  bottomless  ocean  be  crossed  and  passed?"  His  disciples 
Saido  and  Sih5  humbly  said:  "iSir,  by  thy  order  the  mountains  will  cross."  The  Baba,  said: 
"Keep  on  reading  this  S15k:  the  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  without  fear, 
without  enmity,  of  timeless  form,  unproduced  from  a  womb.  By  the  favour  of  the  holy  true 
Guru !  "  Then  the  Baba,  said :  "  In  whose  disciple's  mouth  this  Slok  will  be  and  who  will  continue 
reading  it,  and  as  many  people  after  him  will  hear  it,  they  will  all  cross  the  water  of  existence." 
At  this  the  disciples  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  said:  "Sir,  whom  thou  pleasest,  him  thou  makest 
cross."  Then  they  went  across  the  ocean  (to  Ceylon).  In  Singhala-dlpa  they  went  to  the  Baja, 
Siv-nabhi  and  took  up  their  abode  in  his  garden  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean.  At  that  time  the 
garden  of  the  Baja,  Siv-nabhi,  which  was  worth  nine  Lakhs,  was  dried  up ;  it  became  green  again, 
What  bore  flowers,  got  flowers,  what  bore  leaves,  got  leaves.  When  Magh5r,  the  gardener,  saw  that 
the  garden,  which  had  been  dried  up  for  years,  had  become  green,  he  went  and  informed  the  Baja, 
Siv-nabhi  of  it,  saying:  "Sir,  come  out!  with  the  sitting  down  in  it  of  a  Faqir  the  garden  has 
become  green ! "  The  Baja  Siv-nabhi  sent  slave-girls  of  exquisite  beauty,  who,  having  arrived 
there,  began  to  dance.  They  sang  many  Bags  and  made  many  sports,  but  the  Baba  did  not  say 
anything,  he  remained  sunk  in  meditation.  Afterwards  the  Baja  Siv-nabhi  came  (himself).  Having 
come  he  began  to  ask  and  said:  "  Sir,  what  is  thy  name?  what  is  thy  caste?  art  thou  a  Jogi?  Be 
so  kind  as  to  come  to  my  palace !  "  The  Baba,  recited  a  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Ma.ru,  Mahala.  I.3  [there  follow 
four  verses].  Then  the  Baja  Siv-nabhi  asked:  "Sir,  art  thou  Gorakhnath?"  The  Baba,  recited 
then  the  fifth  Pauri  [there  follows  one  verse].  When  the  Baba  had  concluded  (this  verse),  the  Baja, 
came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet,  humbly  begging  and  saying:  "Sir,  be  so  kind  as  to  come  to  my 
house."  The  Baba,  replied:  "I  do  not  go  on  foot."  Baja  Siv-nabhi  said:  "Sir,  all  is  given  to 
thee.  If  it  be  thy  wish,  mount  a  horse  or  an  elephant!  or  mount  also  a  travelling-throne!" 
The  Baba,  replied :  "  We  will  ride  on  men."  The  King  said  ;  "  Sir,  there  are  also  many  men  (at 
thy  disposal),  mount!"  The  Baba  replied:  "Your  honour,  if  there  be  such  a  man,  who  is  a  Baja 
(or)  a  prince,  and  if  there  be  the  Baja  of  the  city,  on  his  back  I  will  mount."  The  Kaja,  said: 
"0  King,  I  am  thy  creature,  the  Baja,  am  I,  mount!"  The  Baba,  mounted  on  the  back  of  the 
Baja.  The  people  (seeing  this)  began  to  say,  that  the  Baja,  had  run  mad.  When  he  (the  Baba) 
had  come,  he  sat  down.  The  Ban!  Candkala  and  the  Baja,  Siv-nabhi  joined  their  hands  (in  suppli- 
cation) and  stood  before  him,  humbly  saying:  "Do  you  wish  to  eat,  Sir?"  The  Baba  answered: 
"I  am  keeping  a  fast."  The  Baja  said:  "Sir,  how  may  we  bestow  any  benefit  (on  you)?"  The 
Guru  answered:    "If  there  would  be  some  flesh  of  man,   I  would  eat  it."     The  Baja   Siv-nabhi 

1  Ramkali,  Sabd  3,  4,  Mah.  I. 

2  Ramkali,  Sabd  5,  Mah.  I. 

3  These  verses  are  not  to  be  found  among  the  Sabds  of  Rag  Marii. 
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said:  "Sir,  many  men  also  are  a  sacrifice  for  you."  The  Baba  replied:  "Your  honour,  if  there 
would  be  such  a  man,  a  son  in  the  house  of  the  Raja,  a  prince  of  twelve  years,  his  flesh  I  would 
eat."  On  this  the  Eaja  and  the  Rani  became  thoughtful ;  then  the  Eaja.  said :  "  0  Lord,  perhaps 
there  is  a  son  in  the  house  of  some  Eaja."  The  EanI  said  then:  "How  shall  I  give  him  up  by 
thy  order?"  A  fight  ensued  with  her;  when  Bhe  was  overcome,  she  gave  her  son  up.  The  Rani 
said  then:  "Tour  honour,  there  is  a  son  in  our  house,  look  at  his  janam-patrl ! "  When  the 
janam-patrl  was  examined,  it  was  found,  that  he  was  twelve  years  old."  The  Raja,  said  then: 
"0  son,  thy  body  is  required  for  the  Guru!  what  is  thy  desire?"  The  boy  replied:  "0  father, 
what  benefit  is  derived  from  this,  that  my  body  should  be  required  for  the  Guru?"  The  Raja 
said:  "As  this  one  has  been  married  seven  days,  his  wife  also  should  be  asked."  Then  the  EanI 
and  the  Raja  went  and  sat  down  at  the  side  of  their  daughter-in-law.  The  Raja,  said :  "  0  daughter, 
the  body  of  thy  husband  is  required  for  the  Guru,  what  is  thy  pleasure?"  The  girl  replied: 
"  0  father,  this  one's  body  is  required  for  the  Guru,  and  my  widowhood  is  sacrificed  to  the  Guru, 
what  other  benefit  is  derived  from  this?"  Then  the  four  came  to  the  Guru  and  stood  before  him. 
The  Raja  Siv-nabhi  said:  "Sir,  here  is  the  boy!"  The  Baba  replied:  "Tour  honour,  thus  he 
is  of  no  use  to  me.  The  mother  should  seize  his  arms  and  his  wife  should  seize  his  feet  and  thou 
shouldst  take  a  knife  into  thy  hand  and  slaughter  him,  then  he  will  be  of  use  to  me."  The  Raja 
Siv-nabhi  obeyed  the  order  of  the  Guru ;  taking  a  knife  into  his  hand  he  slaughtered  his  son. 
Having  boiled  (the  flesh)  he  brought  it  and  put  it  before  him.  Then  the  Baba,  said:  "  Tou  three, 
closing  the  eyes  and  saying:  'Yah  Guru!'  put  (it)1  into  your  mouth!"  The  Raja  and  the 
Rani  and  the  Raja's  daughter-in-law  closed  their  eyes  and  said:  "Vah  Guru!"  When  they 
put  it  into  their  mouth,  the  four  were  sitting  there,  but  when  they  opened  their  eyes,  the  Guru 
Baba  was  not  there.  The  Raja,  became  distressed  and  went  to  the  wilderness;  he  stood  on  his  feet 
bare-headed  and  wandered  about  saying:  "Guru,  Guru!"  Then  after  twelve  months  he  (the 
Guru)  came  and  gave  him  an  interview  and  applied  him  to  his  feet;  the  regeneration  and  dying 
of  the  Raja  Siv-nabhi  was  cut  off,  he  became  a  disciple.  Saido  the  Jat,  of  the  Gheh5  tribe,  gave 
him  the  Pahul  by  the  order  (of  the  Guru) ;  all  the  people  of  Singhala-dlpa  became  disciples,  they 
began  to  mutter:    "Guru,  Guru!"    the  whole  region  was  pardoned  after  the  Raja.  Siv-nabhi.8 

The  evening  service  of  the  society  of  Singhala-dlpa. 

When  night  sets  in,  then  all  assemble  together  and  sit  down  in  the  Dharmsala.  Then  one 
disciple  goes  for  the  food  of  the  night.  In  the  morning  they  all  go  and  eat  together.  In  whose 
disciple's  house  the  meal  takes  place,  into  his  kitchen  twenty-one  maunds  of  salt  are  brought. 

At  that  time  the  secret  devotional  service  was  made  manifest.  By  the  favour  of  the  holy 
true  Guru  is  written  the  Pran-sangall3  (viz.):  the  story  of  the  empty  palace;-1  meditation  on  the 
Formless  one ;  the  recital  of  the  secret  devotional  service  by  the  Baba,  the  consideration  of  the  vital 
breath  and  the  body.  At  that  time  the  Baba  was  wind-eating.  It  was  made  beyond  the  ocean 
in  Singhala-dlpa,  in  the  country  of  the  Raja,  Siv-nabhi;  at  that  time  the  disciples  Said5  and  Slho 
were  with  him,  when  the  Pran-sangall  was  made.  First  part :  Ragu  Asa,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow 
twenty-one   verses].5      At  that   time    the   Pran-sangall   was   made,    the    knowledge   of    the   soul  is 

1  It  is  not  stated,  what  they  should  put  into  their  mouth,  very  likely,  purposely. 

2  The  story  of  Raja  Siv-nabhi  is  also  contained  in  the  later  Janam-Sakhls,  but  totally  changed ;  see 
Lahore  edition,  p.  120.     It  was  thought  too  offensive,  as  it  borders  on  madness. 

3  Literally:  the  chain  of  the  breath.  The  Pran-sangall  formerly  formed  a  part  of  the  Sikh  devotional 
service,  but  is  now  unknown  amongst  them  (at  least  in  the  Panjab). 

4  The  words  of  the  original  arc :  ff7;  *|»JM  oft  oT^T. 

5  I  cannot  find  these  verses  in  the  Rag  Asa ;  they  were,  as  it  appears,  not  received  into  the  collection  of 
the  Granth,  if  they  are  not  altogether  fictitious. 
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(therein)  discussed,  but  none  could  take  it,  it  was  (therefore)  left  there.  By  Saido  the  Gheho  he 
caused  it  to  be  written,  having  made  him  wash  his  feet  near  tbe  small  shop  of  Gorakh.  Near  the 
little  shop  of  Gorakh  is  a  square,  in  that  he  (the  Guru)  began  to  remain  separated  (from  the 
world).  But  the  secret  devotional  sefvice  was  not  made  manifest,  it  was  given  to  the  Baja  Siv- 
nabhi.  The  word  was  pronounced  (by  the  Guru) :  if  one  man  shall  come  from  Jambu-dipa  (India), 
for  him  it  should  be  written. 

The  Guru  departed  thence.  He  came  to  the  house  of  a  carpenter  and  remained  there  during 
the  night.  This  man  performed  much  service  to  him  and  laid  out  a  couch  for  him.  The  Baba 
slept  (on  it)  during  the  night ;  in  the  morning  he  seized  with  his  hand  the  wood  of  the  hut  and 
smashed  the  couch  with  a  side-post.  When  he  came  out,  Said5  the  disciple  humbly  said :  "  Sir, 
in  the  whole  town  nobody  was  giving  us  a  place,  but  this  carpenter  gave  us  a  place.  His  things 
also  have  been  ruined ;  he  had  one  hut  and  a  couch,  this  also  thou  hast  pulled  down  and  gone 
away.  What  is  the  matter  concerning  him  ? "  The  Baba  replied :  "  0  Saido,  his  love  (to  me) 
has  been  accepted.  When  that  (carpenter)  came  to  his  house,  those  four  feet  (of  the  couch)  were 
buried  in  the  ground,  but  beneath  them  were  four  pots  of  money ;  of  the  hovel  a  palace  was 
raised,  and  of  the  low  couch  fine  bedsteads  were  made."     Then  Said5  and  Slho  fell  down  at  his  feet. 

The  Baba  went  then  to  his  house  (i.e.  home  to  Talvandi),  and  remained  some  days  at  home. 
Then  he  set  out  again  and  began  to  pass  his  third  retired  life  in  the  northern  region.  In  this 
(third)  retired  life  he  was  eating  the  fruits  and  blossoms  of  the  Akk-tree,1  but  in  a  dried  state.  On 
his  feet  he  had  a  skin  and  on  his  head  also,  his  whole  body  was  wrapped  up.  On  his  forehead  he 
had  a  Tilak  of  saffron.  At  that  time  were  with  him  Hasu,  the  blacksmith,  and  Siha,  the  calico- 
printer.  The  Baba  went  to  Kashmir  and  remained  some  days  there;  many  people  became  votaries 
of  the  name.  At  that  time  there  was  in  Kashmir  a  Pandit,  Brahm-das ;  he  heard  that  a  Faqlr 
had  come.  With  him  (i.e.  the  Pandit)  went  two  camels  (laden)  with  the  Puranas,  and  on  his 
neck  he  had  an  idol.  Having  come  he  said :  "  Bam,  Bam ! "  and  sat  down.  Having  seen  the 
garb  (of  the  Baba)  he  said :  '■'  Thou  art  a  Sadh,  why  hast  thou  put  on  skins  ?  and  why  hast 
thou  twisted  round  ropes?  why  hast  thou  given  up  the  (prescribed)  works?  and  why  art  thou 
touching  meat  and  fish?"  The  Baba  replied  with  the  Var  in  the  Bag  Malar,  Mahala  I.  [there 
follow  two  Vars].2  Then  the  Pandit  Brahm-das  came  and  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  said :  "  Sir, 
when  this  thing  was  not,  where  was  then  the  Lord?"  The  Baba  recited  the  Sabds  in  the  Bag 
Marii,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  sixteen  verses].3  Then  the  Pandit  Brahm-das  came  and  fell  down 
at  his  feet;  he  flung  away  the  stone  (idol)  from  his  neck  and  became  a  votary  of  the  name,  he 
began  to  perform  service  (to  it).  But  the  desire  did  not  leave  his  mind,  whatever  service  ho 
performed,  that  he  did  naturally  sighing;  it  came  into  his  mind,  that  he  was  performing  this 
service  also  before.  The  sacrifice  of  his  egotism  was  (therefore)  not  acceptable.  One  day  the  Guru 
Baba  said:  "Go  and  take  a  Guru!"  The  Pandit  replied:  "Sir,  whom  shall  I  make  my.  Guru?" 
The  Guru  Baba  said :  "  Go,  in  the  wilderness  is  a  house,  there  four  Faqirs  are  sitting,  they  will 
point  him  out  to  thee."  Brahm-das  started  off;  having  gone  there  he  made  obeisance  to  them. 
Those  disciples  having  paused  for  twenty-four  minutes  said:  "Thy  Guru  is  in  that  mansion." 
The  Pandit  came  back  and  made  his  obeisance.  A  woman  dressed  in  crimson  clothes  stood  before 
him,  and  taking  her  slipper  beat  him  badly.  Weeping  he  went  back  (to  those  disciples).  Those 
disciples  asked  him:  "Hast  thou  met  with  the  Guru?"  He  related  to  them  the  accident  that 
had  happened  to  him.     Then   said  those  disciples :    "  0   brother,  that  was  the  Maya,  whom  thou 

1  Which  are  considered  very  poisonous. 

2  Of  these  Vars  the  first  Slok  is  ascribed  in  the  Granth  to  Amar  Das.     See  Malar,  Var  1,  2  (p.  1414). 

3  Rag  Maru,  Solahe,  15,  Mali.  I. 
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wast  desiring."  Then  he  came  and  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru  Baba;  he  drove  away  the 
two  camels  with  the  Puranas  and  began  to  mutter:  "Guru,  Guru!"  lie  became  the  dust  of  the 
feet  of  the  society.   (This)  true  Btory  was  written  by  Hasu,  the  blacksmith,  and  Siha,  the  calico-printer. 

The  Baba.  departed  thence.  Having  passed  a  Lakh  and  a  quarter  of  mountains  he  ascended 
Sumeru,  where  the  residence  of  Mahadev  (Shiva)  was.  There  Mahadev,  Gorakhnath,  Bharthari, 
Gopi-cand  and  Carpat  were  sitting.  The  Baba  went  up  to  them,  made  his  salutation  and  sat 
down.  The  Siddhs  gave  him  then  a  small  round  box  and  said  to  him:  "0  child  of  the  Kali- 
yug,  go,  fill  it  (with  water)  and  bring  it ! "  The  Baba  went  to  fill  the  box ;  when  he  put  it 
into  the  water,  diamonds  and  pearls  began  to  fall  into  it.  The  Guru  Baba.  beat  the  box  with 
earth,  so  that  it  broke  into  pieces.     He  joined  then  the  pieces  again  together  and  recited  the  Slok : 

He  breaks,  fashions  and  adorns  : 

0  Nanak,  without  the  True  one  there  is  none  other. 

Then  the  strength  of  the  mantras  went  off;  he  put  the  box  into  the  water  and  got  water  (in  it); 
having  filled  it  he  brought  it  back  to  the  Siddhs.  All  the  Siddhs  drank  of  the  water,  but  the  water 
was  not  exhausted.  Mahadev  asked  then:  "Art  thou  a  householder  or  a  lonely  man?"  The 
Baba  replied:  "What  are  the  characteristic  signs  of  a  lonely  man  and  of  a  householder?" 
[there  follows  a  number  of  verses  about  the  state  of  a  householder,  about  loneliness  and  Bairag 
(indifference  to  the  world)].  Then  said  Bharthari :  "  0  Nanak,  become  thou  a  Jogi,  who  continues 
to  live  for  ever!"  The  Baba  replied:  "What  is  the  form  of  the  Jog?"  Bharthari  said:  "The 
form  of  the  Jog  is  the  earring,  the  patched  quilt,  the  wallet,  the  staff  (and)  the  horn,  the  sound  of 
which  is  emitted  in  the  universe."  The  Baba  recited  the  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Asa,  Mahala  I.  [there 
follow  four  verses].1  Then  the  Siddhs  said:  "Hanak,  go  thou  to  the  mountain  (Kailasa?),  there  is 
an  assembly  there,  a  meeting  of  the  Siddhs  takes  place  there."  The  Baba  replied:  "How  many 
days'  journey  is  it  to  the  mountain?"  The  Siddhs  said:  "The  mountain  is  distant  three  days' 
journey;  we  are  going  there  with  the  pace  of  the  wind."  The  Baba  said:  "Go  ye,  I  shall  come 
slowly."  The  Siddhs  started  and  after  them  the  Baba  too  ;  he  went  there  in  one  moment  on  the 
flight  of  his  desire.  Having  come  there  he  sat  down  under  a  Ficus  Indica,  afterwards  the  Siddhs 
also  came;  when  they  looked  about,  he  was  (already)  sitting  there.  The  Siddhs  asked:  "When 
has  this  one  come?"  The  forerunner  of  the  Siddhs  said:  "To-day  it  is  the  third  day,  that  this 
one  has  come."  The  Siddhs  became  astonished  at  this.  When  the  time  of  the  cup  came,  the 
flagon  went  round;  they  brought  it  also  to  the  Baba,  who  asked:  "What  is  this?"  The  Siddhs 
answered:  "This  is  the  cup  of  the  Siddhs,  drink  thou?"  The  Baba  said:  "What  does  it 
contain?"  The  Siddhs  answered:  "It  contains  raw  sugar  and  the  blossoms  of  the  Dhava-tree." 
The  Baba  recited  then  a  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Asa,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].2  Then  the 
Siddhs  said:  "Ades,  ades!  (salutation,  salutation!)"  but  the  Baba  said:  "Ades  to  the  primeval 
divine  male !  "     He  started  thence. 

His  fourth  retired  life  was  passed  in  the  west.  On  his  feet  he  had  shoes  of  leather  and  trousers 
of  leather ;  on  his  neck  he  had  a  necklace  of  bones,  on  his  forehead  a  Tilak  of  a  dot,  his  clothes 
were  blue.  He  played  amongst  children;  (thus)  playing  he  went  on  a  Hajj.  One  Haji  fell  in 
with  him  and  they  remained  together  during  the  night.  The  Haji  asked  him 'and  said:  "0 
Darvesh,  thou  hast  no  cup,  no  staff,  no  skin,  no  sack,  art  thou  a  Hindu  or  a  Musalman  ? "  The 
Baba  recited  a  Sabd,  in  the  Bag  Tilang,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].3  The  Haji  said  again  : 
"  Sir,   we  are  living  in   this  world,  what  will  be  our  state  ? "     The  Baba.  recited  the  Sabd  in  the 

1  Rag  Asa,  Sabd  37,  Mah.  I. 

2  Asa,  Sabd  38,  Mah.  I. 

3  Tilang,  Sabd  2,  Mali.  I. 
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Eag  Tilang,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].1  Then  they  went  on  travelling  to  Mekka.  As 
they  went  along  the  road,  a  cloud  went  along  with  them  over  their  heads.  When  the  Haji  saw  this, 
he  said:  "A  cloud  is  over  me."  He  began  to  say:  "No  Hindu  has  ever  gone  to  Mekka,  do  thou 
not  go  with  me!  either  go  before  or  Dehind  me!"  The  Baba  replied:  ""Well,  let  it  be  so!  go 
thou  ahead ! "  So  ho  went  ahead.  "When  he  looked  again,  there  was  no  Baba,  nor  a  cloud.  Then 
the  Haji  began  to  beat  his  hands  (in  grief)  and  said:  "I  have  had  a  sight  of  God."  But  as  he 
could  no  longer  stop  (him),  he  got  alarmed. 

The  Baba  entered  Mekka.  It  had  been  written  before  in  books,  that  one  Nanak,  a  Darvesh, 
would  come,  then  water  would  be  produced  in  the  Wells  of  Mekka.  When  the  Baba,  had  entered 
Mekka  he  lay  down  to  sleep,  Btretching  his  feet  towards  Mekka.  It  was  the  time  of  evening 
prayer.  The  Kazi  Eukn  Din  came  to  make  his  prayers;  when  he  had  beheld  (Nanak)  he  said; 
"0  servant  of  God,  why  dost  thou  stretch  out  thy  feet, in  the  direction  of  the  house  of  God  and 
towards  the  Ka'ba?"  The  Baba  replied:  "Where  the  house  of  God  and  the  Ka'ba,  is  not,  drag 
my  feet  to  that  direction ! "  The  Kazi  Eukn  Din  turned  the  feet  of  the  Baba,  round,  but  in  what- 
ever direction  he  turned  the  feet  of  the  Baba,  to  that  direction  the  face  of  the  Mihrab  *  was  also 
turning.  The  Kazi  Eukn  Din  became  astonished  and  kissed  his  feet  saying:  "0  Darvesh,  what  is 
thy  name?"  The  Baba  recited  the  Sabd  in  the  Eag  Tilang,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].3 
"When  the  Baba,  had  concluded,  the  Kazi  Eukn  Din  made  his  salam  and  said:  "Vah,  vah  (wonderful, 
wonderful!),  to-day  I  have  obtained  a  sight  of  a  Faqir  of  God."  He  went  then  to  the  Pir  Patalia 
and  said :  "  Nanak,  the  Darvesh,  has  come."  The  Pir  Patalia  came  to  have  an  interview  with 
him ;  he  saluted  him  and  having  shaken  hands  with  him  he  sat  down ;  they  began  then  to  speak 
the  praises  of  God.  Then  the  Kazi  Eukn  Din  asked  and  said :  "  Sir,  those  who  are  reading  the 
thirty  letters,  will  they  get  some  advantage  from  it  or  not?"  The  Baba,  said:  "By  the  favour 
of  the  true  Guru!"  The  conversation  that  was  held  on  the  subject  mentioned  by  Eukn  Din  is 
(written)  in  the  Eag  Tilang,4  Mahala  I.  The  speech  was  made  by  the  Baba;  Shekh  Eukn  Din 
was  the  Kazi  of  Mekka.  The  Baba,  said :  [there  follow  thirty  verses].  Then  the  Kazi  Eukn  Din 
said :  "0  Darvesh  Nanak,  the  Hindus  and  Musalmans,  who  are  reading  the  Veda  and  the  book 
(i.e.  the  Kur'an),  will  they  obtain  God  or  not?"  The  Baba  answered  with  the  Sabd  in  the  Eag 
Tiling,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].6  Then  the  Kazi  Eukn  Din  said:  "Sir,  those  who  are 
not  reading  these  (the  Veda  and  the  Kur'an)  and  are  practising  bad  works,  who  never  keep  fasts 
nor  say  their  prayers,  and  who  are  drinking  wine  or  drinking  Bhang6  and  beer,7  what  will  be 
their  state  at  the  day  of  resurrection  ?  "     The  Baba  uttered"  this  Slok  : 

His  worship  (=the  Prophet)  has  said  in  his  decision  and  in  the  book: 

Dogs,  who  watch  well  at  night-time  are  better  than  not-praying  men. 

The  wretches,  who  do  not  wake  and  remain  asleep  after  the  call  (to  prayer), 

In  their  bone  is  uncleanness ;  though  men,  they  are  like  women. 

"Who  do  not  obey  the  Sunnat  and  divine  commandment  nor  the  order  of  the  book : 

1  This  is  again  a  misquotation,  the  verses  being  attributed  in  the  Granth  to  Guru  Arjun.     The  order  of 
the  verses  also  is  inverted;  see  Tilang,  Sabd  1;  Mah.  V, 

2  <_,)  '^m  the  arched  niche  in  a  mosque,  the  front  of  which  is  always  directed  towards  Mekka. 

3  These  verses  are  not  to  be  found  among  the  Sabds  of  Tilang. 

4  Nothing  of  this  kind  is  found  in,the  Rag  Tilang. 

6  These  verses  are  attributed  in  the  Granth  to  Kabir  !    See  Tilang,  Kabir,  I. 

6  Bhang,  an  intoxicating  potion,  made  from  hemp-leaves. 

7  The  word  is  ^tTT)  Pers.  xj*j. 


Xlii  JANAM-SAKHI  OF  BABA  NANAK.     A. 

They  are  burnt  in.  hell,  like  roasted  meat  put  on  a  spit. 

Great  misery  will  befall  them,  who  are  drinking  Bhang  and  wine. 

A  pig  is  interdicted  from  liquor  and  beer,  nor  is  it  Bhang-drinking. 

"Who  walk  according  to  the  advice  of  their  lust,  they  will  suffer  great  pain  : 

At  the  day  of  the  resurrection  there  will  be  a  clamour  and  noise. 

At  that  day  the  mountains  will  fly  about  as  when  cotton  is  carded, 

0  Kazi,  none  other  will  sit  (there),  God  himself  will  stand. 

According  to  justice  all  will  be  decided,  the  tablet  is  handed  over  at  the  gate. 

Just  inquiries  are  made  there,  by  whom  sins  were  committed, 

They  are   bound  and  thrown  into  hell,  with  a  layer  (of  earth)  on  their  neck  and  witli  a 

black  face. 
The  doers  of  good  works  will  be  unconcerned  at  that  day. 
Those  will  be  rescued,  0  Nanak,  whose  shelter  his  worship  (the  Prophet)  is.1 

Then  Pir  Patalla  said :  "  Sir,  we  are  living  in  the  world,  how  will  God  be  obtained  ?  "  The  Baba, 
replied  with  the  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Tilang,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].  "When  the  Baba  had 
uttered  this  Sabd,  the  KazI  Eukn  Din  and  the  Pir  Patalla  came  and  kissed  his  hands  and  his  feet 
and  with  their  saying:  "Vah.  Guru!"  water  was  produced  in  the  well.  The  Baba  was  pleased 
and  departed  thence;    be  came  home  again.2 

His  fifth  retired  life.  The  Baba,  went  to  Gorakh-hatari.  There  lie  was  seen  by  the  Siddhs, 
who  asked:  ""What  Ehatri  art  thou?"  The  Baba  replied:  "My  name  is  Nanak."  The  eighty- 
four  Siddhs,  making  their  (different)  postures,  were  sitting  there.  Then  the  Siddhs  said :  "  0 
devotee,  say  some  praise  (of  God) !  "  The  Baba,  answered :  The  conversation  with  the  Siddhs  (is 
written)  in  the  Bag  Bamkall,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  five  verses].3  The  Siddhs  gave  him  then  a 
cup  of  five  Seers  (=ten  pounds).  The  Baba  put  it  on  the  ground;  at  this  the  Siddhs  became  puffed 
up  and  said:  "See  something  or  show  something!"  The  Baba,  replied:  ""Well,  let  it  be  so;  if 
you  will  do  something,  I  will  look."  Then  the  Siddhs  began  to  show  their  power;  some  one 
made  fly  (in  the  air)  a  deer-skin,  another  caused  a  stone  to  move  about,  another  gave  forth  fire, 
another  caused  a  wall  to  run  about.  The  Baba,  came  into  a  state  of  ecstasy;  at  that  time  he  made 
this  Slok: 

If  I  put  on  fire  and  make  a  house  of  snow  and  cause  the  best  food  to  be  made. 
If  I  turn  all  pains  into  water  and  drink  it  and  drive  the  earth  about. 
If  I  put  the  sky  on  scales  and  weigh  it  and  put  afterwards  a  Tank 4  into  (the  scales). 
If  I  increase  so  much,  that  I  be  not  contained  (in  any  place),  if  I  lead  all  about  by  a  nose-ring. 
If  I  ascertain  all  the  power  there  is  and  also  tell  it : — 
As  great  as  the  Lord  is,  so  great  are  his  gifts,  in  giving  he  does  his  pleasure. 
0  Nanak,  on  whom  his  favourable  look  his,  (he  gets)  the  greatness  of  the  true  name. 
0  Nanak,  the  faces  of  the  workers  of  miracles  (will  be)  black ;  greatness  is  in  the  true  name. 
Then  the  Siddhs  said:    "Ades  (salutation!)"    but  the  Baba  said:    "To  the  primeval  divine  male 

1  This  last  verse  looks  very  suspicious,  and  very  unlike  Nanak,  though  his  name  is  inserted.     It  contains 
a  plain  confession  of  the  Islam  and  the  intercession  of  Muhammad,  which  Nanak  nowhere  else  has  made. 

^  I  need  hardly  mention  here,  that  this  whole  story  is  without  any  foundation  whatever,  though  a  very 
Wg-  Wtft  (conversation)  is  made  up  under  the  title  :  V&  ^  jfafe,  which  is  in  my  possession. 

8  Rag  Ramkall,  Siddh  GostI  1,  Mah.  I.  (p.  1039). 

4  A  tank  is  equal  to  four  masas.     The  sense  of  this  phrase  is  :  to  weigh  most  accurately,  wjich  is  done 
by  putting  a  tank  into  one  of  the  scales,  in  order  to  make  it  sink. 
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(be)  salutation!"  At  that  time  the  word  was  spoken  (as  written)  in  the  Bag  Gauri,  Astpadi, 
Mahala  I.  [there  follows  one  Astpadi].1  The .  Siddhs  said  then :  "  Ades,  ades ! "  the  Baba  (how- 
ever) said :    "  To  the  primeval  divine  jpaale  (be)  salutation  !  " 

After  that  the  Guru  Baba  went  home.  One  day  the  order  of  the  Lord  was  made  (manifest), 
that  one  disciple  of  good  caste  in  Khadur  was  muttering:  "Guru,  Guru!"  and  that  the  whole  of 
Ehadur  was  minding  the-  (goddess)  Durga,  and  that  all  were  teazing  that  disciple,  who  remained 
in  the  quarter  of  the  Tihanas,  and  that  his  worshipper  was  Lahana.  One  day  that  disciple  was 
sitting  and  repeating  his  jap  (muttering).  Guru  Angad  heard  it  and  asked,  whose  this  word 
was.  That  disciple  replied:  "Guru  Nanak's,"  Guru  Angad  came  together  with  that  disciple 
and  fell  down  at  the  feet  (of  the  Baba),  and  as  soon  as  he  had  seen  his  sight,  he  tore  away  the 
jingling  balls  from  his  hands  and  feet  and  threw  them  away;  he  began  to  mutter:  "Guru,  Guru!" 
and  came  to  serve  him;  he  scoured  the  pots  and  swung  the  fan.  One  day  Guru  Angad  went 
towards  the  close  of  night;  when  he  looked  about,  he  saw  a  woman  dressed  in  crimson  clothes 
sitting  and  pulling  (the  fan).  Guru  Angad  humbly  said:  "0  King,  who  was  that?"  The  Baba 
replied:  "0  Angad,  that  was  Durga;  every  eighth  day  she  is  coming  to  do  service  to  the  Guru." 
Then  Guru  Angad  fell  down  at  his  feet.  One  day  by  the  order  of  the  Lord  the  foot  of  the  Baba. 
was  shaking.     When  Guru  Angad  looked  on,  several  (living)  creatures  were  taking  leave  of  his  feet.2 

One  day  Guru  Angad  had  got  clothes  from  the  town  and  put  on  a  suit.  The  Guru  Baba  gave 
"him  the  order  to  bring  grass.  Guru  Angad  brought  grass  from  the  pools,' but  all  his  clothes  became 
sullied  by  mud.  When  the  mother  (the  wife  of  Nanak)  saw  this,  she  began  to  be  angry  with  the 
Baba  and  said :  "  This  one  also  is  driven  away  (by  thee)  by  worldly  business ;  he  is  another's  son, 
who  has  brought  (the  grass)  having  sullied  his  clothes  with  spots  and  mud."  The  Baba,  laughed 
and  said :  "  0  mother,,  this  is  not  mud,  this  is  sandal-wood  perfume  of  this  and  that  world."  The 
mother  remained  silent  at  this.  Then  the  Baba  went  and  slept;  when  it  was  dinner-time,  a  slave- 
girl  began  to  awaken  him.  She  licked  the  feet  of  the  Baba,  with  her  tongue,  and  at  the  moment 
of  licking  them  she  saw  that  the  Baba,  was  standing  in  the  ocean;  a  boat  of  disciples  was  with 
him,  which  he  was  pushing  on  and  pulling  out.  Then  the  mother  also  came  and  said :  "  Is  Nanak 
awake  ? "  The  slave-girl  said ;  "  xTanak  is  not  here,  0  mother,  he  is  standing  in  the  ocean."  The 
mother  began  to  beat  the  slave-girl  and  said :  "  Also  this  one  commences  to  make  drolleries." 
Then  the  B5,ba  awoke  and  the  mother  said :  "0  child,  this  slave-girl  also  commences  to  make 
drolleries,  she  says,  that  Kanak  is  standing  in  the  ocean."  The  Baba  replied :  "  0  mother,  do 
not  care  for  what  a  mad  slave-girl  talks."  The  slave-girl  became  then  mad,  but  as  a  reward  for 
the  sight  (she  had  had),  she  was  received  into  the  society  (of  the  disciples).3  Many  people  became 
at  that  time  votaries  of  the  name. 

Then  by  the  order  (of  the  Lord)  Gorakhnath  came  to  the  Baba,  and  said:  "A  wide  diffusion 
(of  thy  name)  is  made."  The  Baba  replied:  "0  Gorakhnath,  if  any  one  will  belong  to  us,  you 
will  see  yourself,"  Then  the  Baba,  went  out  of  the  house  and  many  people,  votaries  of  the  name, 
followed  him,  By  the  order  (of  the  Lord)  copper  coins  were  laid  on  the  ground;  many  people 
took  the  copper  coins,  rose  and  went  away,  When  they  went  further  on,  Bupees  were  laid  on 
the  ground;  many  people  taking  the  Kupees  went  away.  When  they  went  further  on,  gold  muhars 
were  laid  down.  Whoever  had  remained  with  him  took  the  gold  muhars  and  went  away.  Two 
disciples  remained  as  yet  with  him.  When  they  went  further  on,  there  was  a  funeral  pyre,  upon 
which  four  la,mps   were  burning;    a    sheet   was   spread    over  it,    (under  which)   a  dead  one  was 

1  Not  to  be  found  among  the  Astpadis  of  the  Rag  Gauri. 

2  The  words  of  the  original  run  thus  :  tTS  3J?  itfjR:  ^  3T  HTSV  T^H  ^t3T  JSTfo  f%*T  U%  tffo. 
I  have  translated  them  literally,  but  their  sense  is  not  quite  clear  to  me, 

3  A  wonderful  example  of  Sikh  credulity ! 
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lying,  but  a  stench  was  coming  (from  him).  The  Baba  said:  "Is  there  any  one  who  will  eat 
this  one?"  The  other  disciple,  who  was  (with  him),  turned  away  his  face  and  spit  out,  and 
having  spit  out  walked  away.  Guru  Angad  alone  came  on,  and  having  received  a  promise  stood 
there  and  said:  "0  Sir,  from  which  side  shall  I  apply  my  mouth?"  It  was  said:  "Prom  the 
side  of  the  feet  the  mouth  should  be  applied."  When  Guru  Angad  lifted  up  the  sheet,  Guru 
Nanak  was  lying  there  asleep.  Then  Gorakh  pronounced  the  word :  "  0  Nanak,  he  is  thy  Guru, 
who  will  be  produced  from  thy  body."  Then  his  name  was  changed  from  Lahana  to  Guru 
Angad.  Gorakhnath  departed  and  Nanak  returned  to  his  house.  Then  the  people  began  to 
repent  very  much  (of  what  they  had  done).  Those  who  had  taken  the  copper  coins  said:  "If 
we  had  gone  further  on,  we  would  have  brought  Eupees,"  and  those,  who  had  taken  the  Eupees, 
said:  "If  we  had  gone  further  on,  we  would  have  got  gold  muhars."  Then  the  Baba,  uttered 
the  Sabd  in  the  Bag  Sin  Bag,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].1 

Then  one  day  the  order  of  the  Lord  came,  that  Makhdum  Bahava-din,  the  Plr  of  Multan, 
went  to  the  mosque  on  a  day  of  a  festival,  and  many  disciples  of  his  and  people  came  with  him 
to  ;pray.  The  word  of  Makhdutn  Bahava-din  was  then  fulfilled;  he  began  to  shed  tears  and  to 
weep.  His  disciples  asked:  "May  the  Plr  live  in  health,  why  art  thou  weeping?"  Makhdum. 
Bahava-din  replied:  "0  servants  of  God,  this  word  must  not  be  told."  The  disciples  said: 
"May  the  Plr  live  in  health,  be  so  kind  as  to  tell  us!"  Then  Makhdum  Bahava-din  said:  "From 
to-day  the  faith  of  none  will  remain  firm,  all  will  become  infidels."  The  disciples  said:  "May. 
the  Plr  live  in  health,  be  so  kind  as  to  expound  us  this."  Makhdum  Bahava-din  replied :  "  0 
friends,  when  a  Hindu  will  come  into  paradise,  then  there  will  be  light  in  paradise.  Then  as 
many  as  be  intelligent,  the  faith  of  all  these  does  not  remain  firm."  The  disciples  began  to  say: 
"May  the  Plr  live  in  health!  the  learned  people  say,  that  for  a  Hindu  paradise  is  not  decreed." 
Then  Makhdum  Bahava-din  said:  ""Who  among  you  is  well  read  and  intelligent,  him  bring  to 
me ! "  They  brought  a  learned  man.  Makhdum  Bahava-din  wrote  then  a  Slok  and  gave  it  to 
him  (to  the  purport):  "We  have  packed  up,  give  us  some  notice."  And  orally  he  added:  "The 
name  of  that  Darvesh  is  Nanak,  he  is  living  in  Talvandi ;  when  he  asks  for  this,  give  it  to  him." 
That  man  went  to  Talvandi;  above  two  Eos  from  it  he  sat  down  and  said:  "If  it  be  true,  he 
will  send  for  me."  The  Baba  sent  then  one  disciple  to  him  and  said  :  "  In  that  garden  is  a  man, 
who  has  come  from  Multan,  he  is  a  man  of  Makhdum  Bahava-din,  call  him  and  bring  him  here." 
He  brought  hira  to  the  Guru;  having  come  he  {i.e.  the  messenger)  kissed  his  feet.  The  Guru 
asked  for  the  paper  Makhdum  Bahava-din  had  written,  and  read  it.  Makhdum  Bahava-din  had 
written  :  "We  have  packed  up,  give  us  some  notice."     The  Baba  wrote  a  Slok  above  that  Slok : 

Who  is  filled  up,  he  will  pack  up 2 

0  Nanak,  their  faces  are  bright,  who  depart  having  done  what  is  right. 

Then  the  Baba.  wrote  him  in  plain  prose:  "Depart  thou,  we  also  shall  come  forty  days  after."  At 
that  time  the  Sabd  was  made  in  the  Bag  Sin  Bag,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  five  verses].3  Then  that 
man  went  to  Multan.  Makhdum  Bahava-din  had  gone  out  with  his  disciples,  when  that  messeilger 
brought  him  the  letter;  having  seen  it  he  began  to  weep.  His  disciples  asked:  "Sir,  why  do  you 
weep?"  He  replied:  "0  friends,  I  had  written:  if  you  go,  we  will  go  together,  we  will  go  to 
the  threshold  of  God.  He  has  written  me;  go  thou  first,  we  also  shall  come  forty  days  after.' 
0  friends,  I  am  anxious  about  those  forty  days,  because  I  shall  have  to  remain  forty  days  in  dark- 
ness; 0  friends,  on  account  of  those  forty  days  I  am  weeping,  for  how  will  they  be  passed?  If 
he  would  go,  we  would  go  with  comfortable  light."  When  the  departure  (death)  of  Makhdum 
Bahava-din  had  taken  place,  tranquillity  entered  the  heart  of  his  disciples  and  of  the  people. 

1  Sir!  Rag,  Sabd  3,  Mah.  I.  2  The  paper  is  torn  here.  3  Ski  Rag,  Sabd  24,  Mah.  I. 
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Then  the  Baba,  came  to  the  bank  of  the  Eavi;  he  put  five  Paisa  before  Guru  Angad  and  fell 
down  at  his  feet ; l  this  became  known  then  among  his  retinue.  Then  among  all  the  society  the 
intelligence  was  spread,  that  the  Guru  Baba  was  in  the  house  of  Canan ;  the  society  came  to  see 
him,  Hindus  and  Musalmans  also  came.  Then  Guru  Angad  with  joined  hands  stood  before  him ; 
the  Baba,  said:  "Ask  something!"  Guru  Angad  said:  "0  King,  if  it  please  thee,  may  that,  which 
was  broken  off  from  the  society,  be  again  applied  to  (its)  skirt ! " a  The  answer  was  given  to  Guru 
Angad:  "For  thy  sake  all  are  pardoned."  Then  Guru  Angad  fell  down  at  his  feet.  At  that  time 
the  Sabd  was  made  in  the  Bag  Majh,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].3  Then  the  Baba  went 
to  a  Sarih-tree  and  sat  down  under  it;  the  Sarih-tree  had  become  dry  and  became  now  green  again, 
leaves  and  blossoms  came  forth;  then  Guru  Angad  fell  down  at  his  feet.  Then  the  mother  (the  wife 
of  Nanak)  began  to  weep ;  brothers,  relations,  all  the  retainers  began  to  weep.  At  that  time  the 
Sabd  was  made  in  the  Bag  Vadhans,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses].4  Then  the  society  began 
to  sing  funeral  songs ;  the  Baba,  fell  into  a  trance.  At  that  time  the  order  was  given  and  the  Bag 
Tukhari  was  made.  The  Baba,  uttered  the  Barah  maha ;  it  was  night,  towards  dawn  of  day,  at  the 
time  of  his  departure.  The  Bag  Tukhari,  Barah  maha,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  seventeen  verses].6 
Then  his  sons  said:  "0  father,  what  will  be  our  state?"  The  Guru  answered:  "Not  even  the 
dogs  of  the  Guru  are  in  want,  you  will  get  plenty  of  clothes  and  bread,  and  if  you  will  mutter: 
'Guru,  Guru!'  the  end  of  your  existence  will  be  obtained."  Then  the  Hindus  and  Musalmans, 
who  were  votaries  of  the  name,  began  to  say,  the  Musalmans:  "We  shall  bury  him,"  and  the 
Hindus:  ""We  shall  burn  him,"  Then  the  Baba  said:  "Put  ye  flowers  on  both  sides,  on  the  right 
side  put  those  of  the  Hindus  and  on  the  left  those  of  the  Musalmans.  If  the  flowers  of  the  Hindus 
will  remain  green  to-morrow,  then  they  shall  burn  me ;  and  if  the  flowers  of  the  Musalmans  will 
remain  green,  then  they  shall  bury  me."  Then  the  Baba,  ordered  the  society,  that  they  should 
recite  the  praises  (of  God) ;  the  society  began  to  recite  the  praises,  (as  written)  in  the  Bag  Gauri 
purbl,  Mahala  I.  [there  follow  four  verses] ; 6  Bag  Asa,  Mahalij.  I.  [there  follow  two  verses] ; ' 
then  from  Dhan§,sari   Bag   [there  follows   one   verse] ; "    then  the   Slok  was  read :    "  The  wind  is 

the   Guru,"  etc.     When  (this)  Slok  was  read having  taken  up   (his  feet?)  he  fell  asleep 

-9     "When  they  lifted  up  the  sheet,  there  was  nothing  at  all.     The  flowers  of  both  parties 

had  remained  green,  The  Hindis  took  theirs  and  went  and  the  Musalmans  took  theirs  and  went. 
The  whole  society  fell  on  their  knees.  Say:  vah  Guru!  In  the  Samvat  year  1595,  the  tenth 
day  of  the  light  half  of  the  month  of  Asu,  Baba  Ifanak  was  absorbed  (=s  died)  in  Kartarpur.10 

It  was  said;   vah  Guru,  vah  Guru,  vah  Guru,  yah  Guru!     The  Sakhi  is  finished. 

1  This  was  the  initiation  or  appointment  to  the  Gurusliip ;  afterwards,  as  it  appears  from  the  later 
Janam-Sakhls,  a  cocoa-nut  also  was  placed  before  the  successor ;  see  p.  xlviii,  1.  15. 

3  The  sense  is ;  may  those,  who  were  excluded  from  the  society  (of  the  disciples),  be  again  restored ! 

3  A  misquotation,  the  verses  being  ascribed  iij  the  Grauth  to  Guru  Arjun ;  see  Rag  Majh,  Sabd  18, 
Mah.  V.  (p.  113). 

4  Vadhans,  Alahanil,  1,  Mah.  I.  5  Rag  Tukhari,  Barah  maha,  1,  Mah.  I. 
6  Gauri  purbl  dipaki  1,  (20),  Mah.  I,  (p.  175),                 7  Asa,  Sabd  30,  Mah.  I. 

8  The  MS.  is  torn  here  and  only  a  few  words  remain.       9  The  leaf  here  is"  tattered, 

,0  Anno  Domini  1538, 
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B. 

THE      JANAM-SAKHI     OF     BABA     NANAK. 

{Enlarged  recompilation  of  A.) 


The  Janam-patri  of  Baba  Nanak  was  written  in  the  Samvat  year  fifteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,1  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  light  half  of  the  month  of  Vaisakh.  The  book  was  written  by 
Paira,  a  Mokha,2  a  Khatrl  of  Sultanpur.  Guru3  Angad  caused  it  to  be  written,  and  Paira  wrote- 
it  according  to  the  oral  dictation  of  Bala,  a  Sandhu  Jat.4 

Bhai 6  Bala  had  come  from  Talvandi  (the  jaglr)  of  Rae  Bhoe,  the  Bhatti,6  and  had  looked 
out  for  Guru  Angad. 

Two  months  and  seventeen  days  were  spent  in  writing  (this  book).  "Wherever  he  had 
wandered  about  with  Guru  Nanak,  that  Bhai  Bala  dictated  with  facility. 

Guru  Angad  was  much  pleased  with  Bhai  Bala;  (for)  Bhai  Bala  had  wandered  about  with 
Mardana,  the  rababi,  in  the  company  of  Nanak;  also  at  the  time,  when  Nanak  was  employed 
in  the  commissariat,  Bhai  Bala  was  with  him. 


(!)• 
Sow  the  Janam-Patri  of  Ndnah  was  obtained. 


One  day  the  thought  came  into  Guru  Angad's  mind:  "My  Guru  Nanak  was  perfect,  between 
him  and  the  Supreme  Lord  there  was  no  difference  whatever.  I  should  like  to  know,7  in  which 
wise  my  Guru  was  born."  This  thought  was  occupying  his  mind.  Meanwhile  in  the  latter  half 
of  the  month  of  Katak  Bala,  the  Sandhii  Jat,  came  to  see  Guru  Angad.  Guru  Angad  was  keeping 
himself  concealed.  Bala,  the  Sandhu,  had  this  desire,  that  if  the  Guru  would  come  forth  he 
would  have  an  interview  with  him.      Then  Bhai  Bala  heard  that  Guru  Nanak  had  appointed  (as 

1  i.e.  a.d.  1525.     If  Angad  was  born  in  1561  Sambat,  he  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

2  jfttfT  was  the  name  °f  his  ^ft^f  or  clan  ;  by  caste  he  was  a  Khatrl. 

3  The  word  Guru  is  written  differently :  1^3,  gur,  J^3,  guru  and  3T3  Guru. 

4  Bala,  as  will  be  seen,  is  here  represented  as  the  constant  companion  of  Nanak ;  the  old  Janam-Sakhl 
: never  mentions  his  name.     He  was  u,  Jat  (yfzzi)  of  the  Sandhu  clan;  Cust  made  him  a  Sindhi! 

s  Bhai  is  an  honorary  title  for  saintly  Sikhs,  literally:  brother. 

6  Rae  Bhoe,  a  Musalman  Rajput,  was  formerly  the  jagirdar  of  Talvandi,  the  birth-place  of  Nanak,  after 
whom  the  place  was  named  ;  see  p.  iii,  note  1. 

7  The  original  is :  %Vff,  I  should  like  to  see. 
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his  successor)  one  Khatri,  by  name  Angad,  a  Trihun  Khatri,1  but  that  it  was  not  known  in 
which  place  he  kept  himself  concealed.  But  he  heard  further  the  news,  that  he  was  sitting  at 
TDiandur,  a  village  of  the  Khahara-Jats.  Having  heard  this,  Bala  came  to  see  Guru  Angad.2 
He  searched  for  the  Guru  and  found  nim.  He  saw  that  Guru  Angad  was  twisting  van.3  Bhai 
Bala,  the  Sandhu,  went  and  bowed  his  head  before  him.  Guru  Angad  said :  "  Come,  brother ! 
true  is  the  creator;4  come,  sit  down!"  Guru  Angad  left  off  twisting  van  and  began  to  ask  Bha.1 
Bala. :  "  0  brother  disciple,  from  whence  hast  thou  come  ?  why  didst  thou  come  ?  and  who  art 
thou?"  Then  Bala,  the  Sandhu,  joining  his  hands  in  supplication,  said:  "Guru,  I  am  a  Jat ; 
my  clan  is  Sandhu  and  my  name  is  Bala.  My  birth-place  is  Talvandi,  (the  village  of)  B,ae  Bhoe, 
the  BhattI ;  I  am  come  for  the  sake  of  an  interview  with  the  Guru."  Guru  Angad  asked  further : 
"  Bhai  Bala,  whose  disciple  art  thou  ? "  Bhai  Bala,  said :  "  Guru,  I  am  the  disciple  of  Guru 
Nanak;  with  me  Guru  Nanak,  the  son  of  Kalii,  the  Vedl,  had  met."  Guru  Angad  asked  further: 
"Bhai  Bala,  hadst  thou  seen  Guru  Nanak?"  Bhai  Bala,  said:  "Guru  Nanak  was  three  years 
older  than  I,  I  was  following  Guru  Nanak  and  going  about  with  him.  But  at  that  time  I  had 
not  this  faith,  that  he  is  a  perfect  and  great  Guru;  I  was  with  him  in  the  capacity  of  a  servant." 
"When  Bhai  Bala  had  said  this,  Guru  Angad  wept  and  did  not  stop  his  tears  in  any  way.  Thus 
that  night  passed.  When  it  had  become  morning,  Guru  Angad  said:  "Call  Bhai  Bala."  Bhai 
Bala,  came  and  bowed  his  head.  Guru  Angad  asked  Bhai  Bala:  "Bhai  Bala,  is  it  known  to 
thee,  how  the  birth  of  Guru  Nanak  did  take  place  ? "  Bhai  Bala,  answered :  "  Sir,  that  I  do 
not  know.  But  so  much  I  heard  from  the  mouth  of  the  people,  that  Hari  Daval  the  Brahman, 
says,  that  in  these  auspicious  moments,  in  the  twenty-seven  lunar  mansions  and  at  the  full 
moon  of  Katak,  not  any  such  one  was  born  into  the  world.  In  the  house  of  Kalu,  the  Vedl, 
a  great  Avatar  is  born.  So  much  I  had  heard.  I  had  also  heard  that  Mahata5  Kalu  caused  a 
Janam-patrl 6  to  be  written."  Guru  Angad  said :  "  Bhai  Bala,  how  could  this  Janam-patri  be 
procured?"  Bhai  Bala,  answered:  "The  Guru  knows  it;7  but  by  searching  it  may  come  to  hand." 
Guru  An<»ad  said:  "Bhai  Bala,  is  there  any  such  one,  by  whom  a  trace  of  the  Janam-patri  may 
be  procured?"  Bala,  said:  "Let  it  be  searched,  Sir!"  Guru  Angad  said:  "Bhai  Bala,  thou  art  an 
inhabitant  of  that  place,  by  thee  a  trace  of  it  may  be  procured.  Search  and  get  it  from  any  one." 
Bhai  Bala,  the  Sandhu,  said:  "Sir!  Mahata  Kalu,  the  Vedl,  has  a  brother,  it  is  Mahata 
Lalu  the  Vedl,  from  him  it  may  be  searched."  Guru  Angad  answered :  "  Bhai  Bala,  you  muBt 
search  for  it."  Then.  Bhai  Bala,  said :  "  Give  me  one  of  your  own  men ;  he  and  I  will  go  and 
say  to  Mahata  Lalu,  the  Vedl :  '  Bhai  Lalu,  thou  hast  become  very  old,  Guru  Angad  has  shown 
thee  much  benevolence :  search  after  the  Janam-patri  of  Guru  Nanak  and  give  it  (to  us) !  We 
have  inquired  and  found  Guru  Angad:  between  Guru  Nanak  and  Angad  there  is  no  difference 
whatever.' "     Then  Angad   said :    "  Bhai  Bala,    what   the   society   (of  the    disciples)   says,   that  is 

1  Angad  was  a  Khatri,  of  the  Trihun  clan.     His  former  name  was  Lahana.     According  to  the  Janam- 
Sakhi  it  was  changed  by  Nanak  to  Angad :  7ft  5^  »lf3T  5  "&5V3  ofSWT  &  •     Compare  also  p.  xliv,  1.  6. 

2  The  lithographed  Lahore  copy  inserts  here :    ^  5^  J{$3  Wrtvft  *T  %Z  %  *HTf5*WT:    he  brought 
a  present,  as  his  circumstances  would  permit  him,  significant  for  the  later  Sikh  times. 

*  3  3ygc,  coarse  twine  made  of  munj.    This  occupation  of  Angad  was  afterwards  considered  as  unbecoming 
a  Guru  and  therefore, left  out  in  the  Lahore  lithographed  copy. 

4  T5  37J3T31  was  'he  old  form  of  Sikh  salutation. 

5  MvJdl  's  a"  honorary  title  given  to  Khatri  merchants,  corresponding  to  master. 

6  About  the  tT25T  V^t.  see  the   remarks,  p.  i,  note  1.    The  first  marriage   and  th3  birth   of  the 
first  child  is  also  frequently  added.    I  have  seen  and  examined  many  of  this  kind. 

7  i.e.  I  do  not  know  it,  you  know  it  better. 
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true."  Guru  Angad  was  much  pleased  with.  Bhai  Bala.  ""Well,  Bhai  Bala,  take  some  disciple  and 
go!"  Bhai  Bala,  said:  "0  Guru,  whom  thou  sendest,  him  I  take  with  me."  Then  Guru  Angad 
called  Lala,  the  Punnu.  He  was  a  disciple,  a  Jat.  Guru  Angad  said :  "  Bhai  Lala  Punnu, 
thou  art  a  disciple,  thou  art  attending  to  the  Guru,  go  thou  with  Bhai  Bala  to  Talvandi,  bring 
the  Janam-patri  of  Guru  Nanak."  Lala,  the  Punnu,  said:  "Blessed  is  our  lot,  that  we  shall  see 
the  Janam-patri  of  Guru  Nanak,  we  shall  consider  it  as  if  we  had  had  an  interview  with  Guru 
Nanak."     Guru  Angad  said:    "Bhai  Lala,  may  the  creator  come  into  thy  mind!"1 

Bhai  Bala,  the  Sandhii,  and  Lala,  the  Punnu,  came  to  Talvandi,  (the  village  of)  Eae  Bhoe, 
the  Bhattl.  Having  arrived  there  they  met  Mahata  Lalu.  They  said:  "Bhai  Lalu,  give  us  the 
Janam-patri  of  Guru  Nanak!  Guru  Angad  asks  for  it."  Bhai  Lalii  answered:  "It  is  not  with 
me."  Bhai  Bala  said :  "  Thou  art  the  brother  of  Mahata  Kiilu,  search  thou  in  the  house."  Lalu, 
the  Vedi,  rejoined :  "  Bhai  Bala,  thou  art  the  friend  of  Guru  Nanak,  speak  the  truth  :  is  Angad 
Guru  or  Sir!  Cand?"2  He  told  them  also  something  else.  Bhai  Bala  said:  "Bhai  Lalu,  Angad 
has  become  Guru,  before  whom  Guru  Nanak  put  five  paisas  and  a  cocoa-nut  and  bowed  his  head.3 
What  competition  is  there  against  him  ?  We  have  sought  and  found  him.  To  his  honour,  Shi 
Cand,  aB  being  his  son,  due  reverence  will  be  paid."  Then  Bhai  Lalii  said:  "Bhai  Bala,  look, 
I  am  searching.  My  brother's  wife  has  departed  and  my  brother  Ealii  also."  They  began  to 
search  in  the  house.  Searching  and  searching  they  found  on  the  fifth  day  the  Janam-patri  and 
Bhai  Lalu  gave  it  into  the  hand  of  Bala,  and  Bala  put  it  into  the  hand  of  Lala,  the  Punnu. 
Then  Bhai  Lala  said  to  Bhai  Bala:  "Bhai  Bala,  go  thou  also  with  me!  much  honour  will  be 
paid  to  thee."     Bha.1  Bala  answered:    "Well,  brother,  go  on!" 

When  Bhai  Lala   and   Bala  went   away,   Lalii,   the  Vedi,   said :    "  Ye  take    away  the  Janam- 
patri   of   Guru   Nanak,    but   take    also    with    you    some    offering    of   mine!"      Bala   said:    "Well 
brother  Lalii,   whatever  comes  into  thy   mind,  that  is  good."     Bhai   Lalu   gave  five   paisas  and  a, 
cocoa-nut  and  said:    "Put   my   offering  before   Guru  Angad,    bow  the   head  and   say:    '0   Guru 
if  ever  his  honour  Sir!   Cand   should  take    offence   (at  this),    you    must   render  me   assistance.'"1 
On  this  Bhai  Bala  said :    "  0  Lalu,  there  is  no  ground  for  fear." 

Bhai  Lala  and  Bala  took  the  Janam-patri  and  brought  it  to  Khandur,  (a  village  of)  the  Ehahara 
Jats,  and  put  it  before  Guru  Angad.  Guru  Angad  was  very  much  pleased  and  said:  "Bhai  Bala 
may  the  creator  come  into  thy  mind!  to-day  thou  hast  procured  us  an  interview  with  Mnak." 
Having  taken  it  into  his  hands  Guru  Angad  kissed  it  and  put  it  on  his  eyes  and  on  his  head.  ' 
When  he  looks  at  it,  he  sees  that  the  letters  are  shastrl.5  Guru  Angad  reflected :  "  May  there 
be  such  a  disciple,  who  is  read  in  both  kinds  of  letters?"  Mahima,  a  Khahara-Jat,  in  whose 
house  Guru  Angad  was  staying,  said :  "  Guru,  in  Sultanpur  is  Paira,  a  Mokha  Khatrl,  he  reads 
both    letters."       Guru    Angad    then    said:    "Bhai    Mahima,    he    should    be    brought."      Mahima 

1  This  is  a  Sikh  blessing. 

2  ft^T  rfc,  name  of  the  eldest  son  of  Nanak,  as  in  the  later  Janam-Sakhis  he  is  always  mentioned 
first ;  in  the  old  Janam-Sakhi  Lakhmi-das  is  on  the  contrary  mentioned  first ;  see  p.  viii,  1.  22. 

3  This  rite  of  investiture  with  the  Guruship,  practised  also  by  the  following  Gurus,'  when  nominating 
their  successor,  differs  somewhat  from  that  mentioned  on  p.  xlv,  1.  i.  But  from  what  follows,  it  may  be 
concluded  that  it  was  the  common  way  of  doing  homage  to  a  superior. 

*  The  passage  runs  thus  in  the  original :  %  jn^ft  s^  frft  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^^^ 
5^T.  This  passage,  being  very  significant  as  to  the  violent  character  of'siri  Cand,  was  "in  the  Lahore 
lithographed  copy  changed  in  the  following  ways  %  5^  fjfift  #j  ^  ^  tfj^  3t3*t3PTT  75 
ST3ST:  if  ever  Siri  Cand  should  take  offence  (at  this),  you  must  not  be  angry  (with  him) !  (sic  !)" 

5  i.e.  Devanagari.  This  notice  is  very  important,  as  it  shows  that  the  so-called  Gurmukhi  letters  were 
in  use  before  the  Sikh  Gurus,  and  not  invented  by  them. 
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answered :  "  "Well,  Sir,  I  will  bring  him,  at  my  bidding  he  will  quickly  come."  Mahima  went 
to  Sultanpur  and  brought  Paira,  the  Mokha.  Having  come,  Paira,  the  Mokha,  bowed  his  head 
and  Guru  Angad  Bhowed  him  the  Janam-patri.  He  read  it  off  quite  fluently.  Guru  Angad  was 
much  pleased  and  said:  "Paira,  put—this  for  us  into  Gurmukhl  letters!"  Paira  answered: 
""Well,  Sir!  procure  good  paper,  I  will  write  it."  The  Guru  procured  paper,  ink  and  pen,  and 
gave  them  to  him.  Paira,  wrote  and  Guru  Angad  caused  it  to  be  written. 
Say,  0  brother:    vah.Gurujl! — The  narrative  is  continued. 

(2). 

Circumstances  of  the  birth  of  Nanak. 

The  Janam-patri  of  Guru  Nanak  is  written.1 

In  Sambat  1526,  the  fifteenth  of  the  light  half  of  the  month  of  Katak,  Nanak  was  born  at 
TalvandT,  (a  village)  of  Eae  Bhoe,  the  Bhattl.  He  was  born  in  the  house  of  Kalu,  a  Vedi  Khatri 
by  caste.  In  the  Kali-yug  the  name  of  Baba  Nanak  was  given  to  him.  He  founded  his  own 
sect  (or  way).  Whilst  one  watch  and  a  half  of  the  night  were  remaining,  in  the  moonlight  night  - 
an  unbeaten  sound  was  produced  at  the  gate  of  Baba  Nanak.  The  thirty-three  crores  of  gods, 
the  eighty-four  Siddhs,2  the  nine  Naths,3  the  sixty-four  Joginis,4  the  fifty-two  Vlras,5  the  six 
Jatis,6  paid  homage  to  him  (saying)  :  "  The  incorporeal  Supreme  Spirit  has  come  to  save  the  world ; 
to  him.  homage  should  be  paid,  who  has  come  as  an  Avatar!"  At  midnight  and  twenty-four 
minutes  he  was  born  in  the  house  of  Kalu,  the  Vedi.7  The  family  priest  of  Kalu  the  Vedi 
was  the  Brahman  Hari  Diyal.  Early  in  the  morning  Kalu  went  to  the  house  of  Hari  Diyal  and 
said:  "Pandit,  do  me  a  favour!"  The  Pandit  said:  "  Mahata  Kalu,  why  hast  thou  come  at  such 
a  time  ? "  Kalu  rejoined :  "  A  male  child  has  been  born.  Do  me  the  favour  and  set  down  his 
Janam-patri."  Hari  Diyal  said :  "  Well,  Mahata  Kalu,  having  performed  (religious)  service  and 
worship  I  will  come.  Meanwhile  go  thou."  Kalu  came  again  to  his  house.  The  Pandit  came 
afterwards,  after  the  day  had  risen  for  five  Gharis.8  Having  come  he  called  out :  "  Mahata  Kalu, 
I  have  come."  Kalu  led  him  in ;  he  had  spread  out  cushions  and  seated  the  Pandit  upon  them. 
Being  seated  ttie  Pandit  said :  "  Mahata  Kalu,  bring  paper  (and)  saffron,9  and  let  me  hear  also 
the  sound,  the  child  emitted,  when  it  was  born;  tell  me  the  time  when  it  was  born."  Kalu 
said :  "  I  know  about  the  birth,  that  it  was  midnight  and  twenty-four  minutes  when  it  was 
born,  but  about  the  sound  I  know  nothing."  On  this  the  Pandit  said:  "Ask  from  within;  ask 
the  midwife  Daulat."10  Kalii  called  the  midwife  Daulat  out.  She  came  out  saying:  "Why  have 
you  called  me  out?"  Kalu  said:  "The  Pandit  is  asking,  thou  knowest  it,  tell  it."  The  mid- 
wife answered:  "Pandit,  what  do  you  ask?"  The  Pandit  said:  "What  sound  did  the  child 
emit   when  it  was  born?"     The  midwife  answered:    "0  Pandit,  how  many  children  were  born 

1  It  is  quite  evident  that  what  follows  cannot  be  tbe  original  Janam-patri  of  Nanak.     The  headings  we 
have  added. 

2  Perfect  Jogis.  *  The  nine  Naths  of  the  Jogis. 

4  The  'fffjTR^  (^ftf'pft)  are  a  sort  °f  female  fiends  attendant  upon  Durga. 

5  It  is  not  known  exactly,  who  are  meant  by  the  fifty-two  Vlras.   They  are  perhaps  a  sort  of  deified  heroes. 

6  The  7^3^  (Tfcf)  are  ascetics ;  who  these  six  are  is  not  known.     The  Jainas  worship  seven  Jatis. 
'  In  the  Lahore  lithographed  copy  the  words  from :  "  In  the  Kali-yug"  to  here  are  left  out. 

"  A  Ghari  is  twenty-four  minutes,  five  Gharis  therefore  =  two  hours'  time. 

8  efrni  or  saffron  is  used,  to  blot  out  any  letter,  that  may  be  written  by  mistake. 

10  As  far  as  may  be  concluded  from  the  name,  a  Musalman  midwife. 
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under  my  hands!  but  such  a  child  and  in  such  a  manner  was  never  born.  The  voice  he  emitted 
was  such,  as  if  some  very  wise  one  would  laughingly  join  (us).  I  am  quite  out  of  my  wits 
about  this  child."  The  Pandit  said:  "Hear,  Kalu:  the  child  is  born  when  the  twenty-seven 
lunar  mansions  were  full.  If  he  were  bom  before  midnight,  he  would  become  a  great  merchant; 
this  one  is  born  in  the  following  watch,  the  night  declining  (already).  This  night  was  a  very- 
momentous  point  of  time,  on  his  head  an  umbrella l  will  needs  be  turned.  I  am  very  much 
surprised,  I  will  see  what  sort  of  umbrella  will  be  turned  (over  him)."  The  Pandit  was  sunk 
in  deep  reflection  and  said:  "  Kalu,  let  me  see  the  child."  Kalu  asked  for  the  child  from  within, 
from  his  wife.  But  the  wife  of  Kalu  said :  "  I  shall  not  give  it,  the  days  are  chilly."  The 
Pandit  said:  "It  will  do  him  no  harm,  you  may  rely  on  my  word."  Then  Kalu  brought  him 
out  in  his  clout  on  his  hands  and  sat  down  with  him  before  the  Pandit.  The  Pandit  was 
versed  in  divine  knowledge.  Having  seen  him  he  stood  up,  joined  both  his  hands  and  worshipped 
him.  The  Pandit  said:  "Kalu,  take  him  away."  Kalu  brought  the  child  to  the  inner  room, 
and  having  returned  said:  "Come  (again)  and  point  out  some  name  for  it;  for  in  what  auspicious 
moments  is  it  born !  "  The  Pandit  said  :  "  Kalu,  I  will  determine  on  a  name  and  give  it  him." 
The  Pandit  reflected  for  thirteen  days.  "When  thirteen  days  had  passed,  a  coat  was  put  (on  the 
child)  and  the  name  given  :  Nanak  the  Formless  one.8  Then  Kalu  said:  "  0  Pandit,  this  name  should 
not  have  been  given,  this  name  is  common  to  Hindus  and  Turks."  The  Pandit  said  again:  "This 
is  a  man,  in  whom  is  a  great  Avatar ;  he  has  come  to  thy  house ;  such  a  great  Avatar  has 
never  been  before.  There  has  been  Sri  Earn  Cand  and  there  has  been  Sri  Krisn,  the  Lord ;  those 
the  Hindus  worship,  but  this  one  both  Hindus  and  Turks  will  worship;  his  name  will  be  current 
on  earth  and  in  heaven.  "Wood  and  grass  will  say:  "Nanak,  Nanak!"3  The  ocean  will  grant  him 
access,  he  will  mentally  recite  the  Formless  (Supreme)  one.  And  he  will  be  much  given  to  ablutions 
and  the  creature  he  will  consider  as  a  creature.  "Without  the  Supreme  Lord  he  will  acknowledge 
none  else.  0  Kalu,  this  will  be  my  grief  that  I  shall  not  see  his  dignity  (he  will  attain  to). 
"What  do  I  know  how  long  my  life  will  he?" 

When  Nanak  had  become  five  years  old,  he  used  to  lose  everything  which  he  took  from 
the  house.  Kalu  went  to  reproach  the  Pandit:  ""Well,  Pandit,  a  (fine)  umbrella  is  turned  (over 
him)  ! "  The  Pandit  said  to  Kalu  :  "  Now  thou  reproachest  me,  but  that  time  will  come,  when 
thou  with  a  straight  face  wilt  not  utter  a  word."1 

(3). 
Nandlt,  sent   to  school. 

"When  Nanak  became  big,  he  commenced  to  play  with  boys,  but  his  view  did  not  agree  with 
that  of  the  boys ;    he  studied  with  himself  over  the  Formless  one. 

"When  he  had  become  seven  years  of  age  he  began  to  talk  of  the  Shastras  and  the  Vedas. 
"Whatever  he  talks,  that  he  understands.  Every  one  puts  reliance  on  him-.  The  Hindus  begin 
to  say:  "Some  form  of  a  god  has  been  born."  The  Musalmans  say:  "Some  holy  man  of  God 
is  born." 

Then  Kalu  said:    "0  boy  Nanak,    learn  now  to  read." 

1  Sct>  an  umbrella,  the  sign  of  royalty. 

2  In  A.  this  name  fA^Tjt  the  Formless  one,  is  not  even  hinted  at. 

3  ^fS"  iTT%3n  is  here  used  in  the  sense  of:  to  be  done  =  to  be  said,  not  in  the  sense  now  common :  to 
become. 

*  This  whole  passage  is  simply  left  out  in  the  Lahore  lithographed  copy,  as  derogatory  to  Nanak,  for 
whom  it  only  has  praise. 
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Kalu  went  to  the  (village)  schoolmaster  and  said : l  "0  schoolmaster,  look  out  for  an 
auspicious  moment,  for  we  will  send  the  boy  to  school."  The  schoolmaster  answered:  "Now 
the  time  is  good."  Then  Kalu  asked  from  his  wife  for  a  two-pice  pieoe,  betel-nut  and  rice,  and 
brought  it  and  handed  Nanak  over  to*the  schoolmaster  for  the  purpose  of  reading.  Kalu  said: 
"0  schoolmaster,  teach  Nanak  to  read!"  The  schoolmaster  said;  "Well,  that  shall  te  done, 
Sir!"  Then  the  schoolmaster  wrote  him  a  wooden  slate  and  gave  it  him.2  Nanak  read  one  day. 
On  the  following  day  he  remained  silent.  The  schoolmaster  said:  "Nanak,  why  remainest  thou 
silent?  why  dost  thou  not  read?"  Nanak  answered;  "0  schoolmaster,  hast  thou  read  anything, 
which  thou  mayst  let  me  read?"  The  schoolmaster  said:  "I  have  read  everything."  Then 
Nanak  rejoined:  "0  schoolmaster,  by  reading  these  words  nooses  are  laid  (on  men);  that  which 
we  must  read,  is  all  wind."     Then  Nanak  uttered  a  Sabd  in  the  Sirl  Rag,  Mahala  I. 

[Now  follow  four  Paurls  with  a  lengthy  paraphrase 3  from  Sirt  Rag,  Sabd  6,  Mahala  I.] 

The  Pandit  became  astonished  and  paid  reverence  (to  Nanak)  as  to  a  perfect  man.1  "  What 
comes  into  thy  mind,  that  do  !  " 

Then  Nanak  came  home  and  sat  down,  he  did  no  work.  When  he  sat,  down,  he  remained 
seated.  He  associated  with  Faqlrs.  His  father  Kalu  became  astonished,  that  Nanak  went  on 
in  this  manner. 

(4). 
Nanak  grazes  his  father's  buffaloes  and  spoils  a  corn-field,  which  is  miraculously  restored. 

When  Nanak  had  become  nine  years  old,  the  (brahmanical)  cord  was  plaoed  (on  him).  He 
learnt  also  to  read  some  Turkish.6     He  did  not  disclose  the  thoughts  of  his  mind  to  any  one. 

His  father  Kalu.  then  said :  "  0  son  Nanak,  take  the  buffaloes  which  are  in  my  house  and 
•  pasture  them ! "  Nanak  took  the  buffaloes  and  went  out  (to  the  pasture-ground) ;  having  grazed 
them  he  brought  them  back  at  night  to  the  house.  The  following  day  he  went  out  again.  Having 
left  the  buffaloes,  he  fell  asleep  at  the  border  of  a  field  sown  with  wheat.  The  buffaloes  went  and 
fell  upon  the  wheat  and  browsed  it  and  the  wheat  was  spoiled.  The  owner  of  the  wheat  came 
and  said:  "Brother,  why  hast  thou  laid  waste  my  field?  give  answer  for  this  devastation!" 
Nanak  answered:  "Nothing  of  what  is  thine  has  been  wasted,  0  brother!  What  is  it,  if  some 
buffalo  has  pilfered  from  it?  God  will  put  a. blessing  on  this  (field)."  But  that  man  did  not  desist, 
he  began  to  quarrel   with  Nanak.      Then  Nanak   and  the  BhattI  proprietor  came   to   Eae  Bular, 

1  This  story  is  also  contained  in  the  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia  (Ludihana,  1868),  p.  201,  but  rather  altered. 
The  extracts  from  the  Janam-Sakhi,  which  this  book  contains,  are  taken  from  more  modern  sources,  and  the 
explanations  added  are  of  little  or  no  value  whatever. 

2  The  Hindus  in  the  Panjab  write  on  small  wooden  slates  painted  black,  with  a  colour  made  of  white 
earth.  When  the  slate  is  written  over,  the  letters  are  washed  off  with  water.  The  boys,  whilst  imitating 
the  letters,  pronounce  them  aloud,  which  causes  a  considerable  din. 

3  Whenever  the  Gra'nth  is  quoted  in  the  later  times,  a  translation,  or  rather  a  paraphrase,  is  always  added 
to  it,  which  proves  sufficiently,  that  at  that  time  the  Sikhs  no  longer  understood  the  idiom  of  the  Granth. 
These  paraphrases  are  usually  very  indifferent  and  frequently  misinterpret  the  original  text  completely,  or 
simply  pass  over  what  was  unintelligible  to  them.  m 

4  The  Lahore  lithographed  copy  has  here  significantly :  3  ir3'5j,JJ3  5.  thou  art  the  Supreme  Lord. 

5  Under  jjoft',  Turkish,  very  likely  Persian  is  to  be  understood,  the  official  language  of  those  days. 
This  is  also  corroborated  by  the  fact,  that  some  Persian  verses  of  Nanak  are  found  in  the  Granth,  though 
his  knowledge  of  Persian  must  have  been  very  deficient.  To  this  very  likely  alludes  the  notice  in  the  Siyar- 
ul-muta'a%%irin  (Briggs'  translation,  vol.  i.  p.  110),  that  some  Sayyid  Husain,  who  had  no  children  of  his 
own,  charged  himself  with  his  education  and  introduced  him  to  the  knowledge  of  the  most  esteemed  writings 
of  the  Islam,     In  the  Lahore  lithographed  copy  this  is  (no  doubt  intentionally)  left  out. 
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the  headman  of  TalvandT,  by  tribe  a  Bhatti.  Then  the  headman  said:  "Call  Zalu!"  Aside 
people  had  said  that  Nanak  was  mad  and  that  he  should  send  for  Kalu.  They  brought  Kalu. 
Then  Eae  Bular  said  to  Kalu,  that  he  was  not  warning  this' his  son,  who  was  laying  waste  the 
fields  of  others.  "Well,  though  considering  him  mad,  thou  hast  let  him  alone.  Go  now  and  make 
amends  for  the  devastation  done  to  others !  If  not,  thou  wilt  have  to  answer  before  the  Turkish 
authorities."  Kalu  said:  "Sir,  what  shall  I  do  ?  this  one  is  verily  mad."  Then  the  Eae  said: 
"I  have  forgiven  this  trespass  to  thee,  Kalu,  but  go  and  make  amends  for  the  damage."  Nanak 
spoke  then :  "  Sir,  nothing  of  the  property  of  this  one  has  been  damaged,  he  speaks  a  falsehood," 
The  owner  of  the  field  rejoined :  "  Sir,  my  whole  field  has  been  laid  waste ;  I  have  been  plundered. 
Grant  me  justice,  if  not,  I  go  to  the  Turks."  Nanak  answered:  "Sir,  not  one  blade  has  been 
spoiled  and  cut  off!  Send  thou  thy  own  men,  they  shall  see  and  report."  Then  Eae  Bular  sent 
his  own  footmen.  When  those  footmen  having  gone  see,  what  do  they  see?  not  one  blade  of  the 
field  was  spoiled.  The  footmen  come  and  report :  "  Sir,  nothing  at  all  is  wasted,"  Then  Eae 
Bular  called  the  owner  of  the  field  a  liar.     Nanak  and  Kalu  both  went  home.1 

(5). 

A  black  serpent  expands  its  hood  over  Ndndk  when  reding  under  a  tree. 

When  Baba,  Nanak  was  nine  years  of  age,  he  had  gone  out  (one  day)  to  graze  the  buffaloes. 
They  were  the  days  of  (the  month  of)  Yaisakh  (April-May),  at  the  time  of  noon  he  came  and 
rested  under  a  tree  and  made  also  his  buffaloes  stand  (there).  As  soon  as  he  had  taken  to  rest, 
a  black  snake  came  and  sat  at  his  head  expanding  its  hood  (over  him).  They  were  the  days  of 
measuring  (the  fields  under  cultivation).  Eae  Bular  having  measured  wheat  was  going  home; 
when  he  looked  on,  a  boy  had  fallen  asleep  (there)  and  a  black  snake  sat  at  his  head,  expanding 
its  hood  (over  him).  Eae  Bular  stopped ;  when  he  looks  on,  what  does  he  see  ?  that  the  shade 
of  the  other  trees  is  gone  and  that  the  shade  of  that  tree,  under  which  the  boy  was  sleeping,  had 
remained  there.  He  reflected  in  his  mind:  if  that  boy  really  lives,  then  he  is  some  prophet,  and 
if  he  has  drunk  the  breath  of  the  snake,  he  is  dead.  Afterwards  some  people  came  there.  Eae 
Bular  said  to  them:  "Look,  who  this  boy  is,  who  lies  there?"  When  they  looked  on,  what  did 
they  sec  ?  that  it  was  Nanak,  the  son  of  Kalu,  the  Patvari,2  who  was  lying  there.  They  said  to 
Eae  Bular:  "0  Eae,  the  son  of  Kalu,  thy  Pa^vari,  is  lying  there."  Eae  Bular  said;  "Look, 
that  ye  raise  him  up."  They  raised  the  sleeper  and  Nanak  stood  up  and  sat  down.  When  he 
looked  about,  he  saw,  that  Eae  Bular  stood  at  his  head,  Nanak  joining  his  hands  saluted  him. 
The  Eae  dismounted  from  his  horse,  embraced  Nanak  and  kissed  his  head,  and  showed  him  much 
politeness.  Eae  Bular  said:  "Look,  friends,  a  wonderful  thing  has  been  seen  (already)  and  to-day 
also  see!  This  one  is  not  empty,  on  him  is  some  mercy  of  God."  The  people  were  astonished 
(saying):  "0  brother,  Eae  Bular  has  become  very  kind  to  this  boy."  Having  gone  home  he 
called  Kalu  and  said  to  him :  "  0  Kalu,  the  son  of  thy  house  Nanak  do  not  consider  as  thy  son, 
he  is  a  devotee  of  the  Supreme  Lord.  Do  not  say  to  this  (thy)  son:  'Be  cursed,  die  J'  he  is  a 
great  person,  my  town  is  a  sacrifice  to  him.3  Kalu,  thou  also  hast  been  exalted,  in  whose  house 
thy  son  Nanak  has  been  born."     KalQ  said :    "  The  thing  of  God  God  knows,"  and  went  home. 

1  This  whole  story  is  left  out  in  the  Lahore  lithographed  copy,  as  it  was  felt  that  this  duplicity  did  not 
redound  to  the  honour  of  Nanak.  It  is  also  missing  in  a  MS.  copy  of  the  India  Office  Library,  No.  2885, 
which  is  nearly  identical  with  the  Lahore  lithographed  edition  of  the  Janam-Sakhi. 

2  V  <1«S  I  dT,  land  steward  ;  his  business  is  to  keep  the  land-accounts  of  the  village. 

3  The  words :  Do  not  say  to  this  thy  son— to  the  end  of  the  sentence,  are  left  out  in  the  Lahore  lithographed 
copy  (likewise^  in  the  MS.  No.  2885)  as  being  too  disrespectful.     The  answer  of  Kalu  also  is  given  differently : 

355T  JTfSTrn  to  sm- 
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(6). 

Nanak  refuses  to  do  any  work ;  the  attempt  to  cure  him  from  his  supposed  madness  fails. 

But  Nanak  kept  company  with  FSqirs,  he   spoke  with  nobody  else.     His  whole  family  was 

grieved  and  distressed  thereby)  they  said:    "Nanak  has  become  mad."     Then  his  mother  came  to 

Nanak  and  said:  "It  will  not  do  for  thee  to  sit  with  Faqirs,  give  up  these  perpetual  foolish  words! 

The  people  laugh  at  us,  that  the  son  of  Kalii  has  become  an  idler."    "When  his  mother  had  said 

these  words  to  Nanak,  he  did  not  mind  them  at  all,  he  lay  down  again,  he  did  not  speak  with  any 

one,   as  he  lay  down,  so  he  remained  for  four  or  five  days.    His  mother  came  again  and  said  to 

him :  "  0  son,  how  does  it  behove  thee  to  lie  down  ?  rise,  eat  and  drink  something !    Look  after 

the  fields !    all  thy  family  is  grieved.     And,  0  son,  if  anything  do  not  please  thee,  then  don't  do 

it,  we  say  nothing  to  you ;    why  art  thou  so  thoughtful  ? "    Then  information  was  given  to  Kalu ; 

Kalu  said :    *'  0  son,   what  were  we  telling  thee  ?   it  is  good  to  do  work.    If  the  sons  of  Khatris 

have  money,  do  they  no  work?    0  son,  it  is  good  to  do  (some)  work!     Our  field  out  there  stands 

ripe,  if  thou  wouldst  go  and  stand  in  it,  it  would  not  be  wasted.    Then  every  one  will  say :  '  Well 

done,  well  done,  the  son  of  Kalu  has  become  a  good  son ! '     0  son,  the  field  is  with  (its)  owners ! " 

Nanak  answered:    "By  us  a  private  field  has  been  ploughed,   of  that  we  are  taking  care.    The 

plough  has  been  carried  (over  it),  the  proper  time  for  sowing  the  ground  has  come;    the  eight 

watches  we  were   standing  there.     0  father,   we  take  care  of  our  own  field,1  how  shall  we  have 

knowledge  of  another's  field?"    Kalu  became  astonished  and  said:  "Look,  people,  what  this  one 

is  saying ! "    Then  said  Kalu :  "  When  hast  thou  ploughed  a  private  field  ?    Give  up  (these)  silly 

words, "  and  if  it  be  thy  pleasure,  I  will  give  thee  at  the  next  harvest  a  private  ploughed  field,  I 

will  see,  how  thou  wilt  make  it  ripen ! "     Then  Nanak  said  j  "  0  father,  the  field  has  now  been 

ploughed  by  us  and  it  has  grown  up  well,  it  looks  quite  well."     Then'  KSlu  said  again :  "  0  son, 

we  have  seen  no  cultivated  field  of  thine  at  all,  how  shall  I  know,  what  thou  art  saying?"   Nanak 

answered :    "  0  father,  that  field  has  been  cultivated  by  us,  thou  thyself  wilt  hear."    Then  Nanak 

uttered  a  Sabd  in.  the  Kag  S5rathi  (Sabd  2,  1,  Mah.  J.).     [Kalu  said  again  :  "0  Nanak,   sit  thou 

in  the  shop,  our  field  is  the  shop."     Then  the  second  Paurj  was  said.     Then  Kalu  said  again:  "0 

son,   if  thou  wilt  not  sit  in   the  shop,    take  thou  horses  and  traffic  with  them !      Thy  spirit  is 

melancholy.     Do  (some)  business  and  see  also  foreign  countries!   we  shall  say,   that  he  is  gone  for 

(some)  business  and  that  he  will  come  now."      Then  the  third  Pauri  was  said.     Then  Kalu   said 

again:  "0  Nanak,  thou  art  gone  from  us,  but  go  and  do  some  service,  perhaps  thy  spirit  will  come 

to  rest  therein,  we  have  given  up  thy  gaining  (anything),     0  son,  if  thou  wilt  become  an  TJdasi, 

then  all  people  will  say  to  us,  that  the  son  of  Kalii  has  beconje  a  Faqlr  and  the  people  will  reproach 

us."      Then  the  fourth  Pauri  was  said.]  3     Then  Nanak  said :    "  0  father,  our  field  is  sown,  thou 

hast  heard  how.     0  father,  our  field  has  sprung  up  well,  we  have  so  much  confidence  in  this  field, 

that  the  whole  government  tax  will  fall  off,  sons,  daughters  and  the  whole  family  will  eat  to  their 

satiety  and  will  be  happy;   the  debt  of   the  Lord  will  be  removed,  and  the  poor,  brothers  and 

relatives,  all  will  be  profited  by  it.     The  Lord,  whose  husbandry  I  have  carried  on,  gives  me  much 

assistance;   for  that  day  I  rejoice   much.3     Whatever  J  ask,  that  he  gives  me.     0  father,  I  have 

found   out  a  great  Lord,   traffic  and  shop,  all  has  been  entrusted  (by  him  to  we)."     Then  Kalu 

1  The  negation  which  A.. has,  is  left  out  here,  very  likely  purposely. 

2  The  words  in  brackets  arc  an  addition.     It  is  easily  perceived,  that  tlicy  do  not  agree  with  the  context, 
but  rather  interrupt  it.     All  the  additions  made  by  the  second  compiler  will  thus  be  pointed  out  by  brackets. 

3  The  text  is  here  so  much  shortened,  that  the  words  are  no  longer  intelligible,  whereas  they  are  quite 
plain  in  the  first  compilation. 
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became  astonished  and  said:  "  We  have  not  at  all  seen  (or)  heard  of  thy  Lord."  The  Baba  said:  "By 
whom  my  Lord  has  been  seen,  by  them  he  is  praised."  The  Guru  Baba  uttered  one  Sabd  in  the 
Bag  Asa  (Caupada  1,  Mah.  I.).  Then  Kalu  said  again:  "Give  up  these  things,  walk  after  the 
manner  of  the  people,  it  is  nothing  to  live  without  a  business."  Then  Nanak  remained  silent, 
Kalu  rose  and  went  home  and  took  to  his  work;  he  said:  "This  work  is  beyond  our  strength, 
but  may  not  the  field  outside  be  damaged!"  Then  all  the  family  of  the  Vedis  began  to  grieve, 
they  said:  "It  is  a  great  pity,  that  the  son  of  Kalu  has  become  mad."  Nanak  remained  silent; 
three  months  he  lay  down  and  ate  and  drank  nothing.  The  whole  family  of  the  Yedis  became 
dispirited  and  all  began  to  say  to  Kalu:  "How  dost  thou  sit  down  (quietly),  whose  son 
remains  lying  down?  Call  thou  some  physician  and  get  medicine  for  him!  The  people  will 
say,  that  Kalu,  on  account  of  the  money,  does  not  get  his  son  cured.  (This  is)  much  money, 
if  (thy)  son  become  well."  Then  Kalu  stood  up  and  went  and  brought  a  physician.  The  physician 
came  and  began  to  seize  the  arm  of  the  Baba.  The  Baba  drew  away  his  arm,  lifted  up  his 
leg,  stood  up  and  sat  down.  He  began  to  say:  "0  physician,  what  art  thou  doing?"  The 
physician  said:  "I  am  looking  after  the  disease,  that  may  be  in  thy  spirit."  The  Baba  laughed 
and  made  the  Sabd  [there  follow  four  verses].  On  the  subject  of  the  physician  he  made  also 
another  Sabd,   in  the  Bag  Malar  [there  follow  two  verses].     Say,    0   brother :    vah  Guruji ! » 

(7)- 
Mnak  sows  a  field  and  neglects   it   thoroughly.      Sis  father   expostulates   with  him. 

[When  the  Baba,  had  become  twelve  years  of  age,  then  Kalu.  said,  after  he  had  reflected  in 
his  mind:  "Nanak  has  read,  but  he  should  (now)  be  put  into  some  business."  Then  Kalu  said 
to  Nanak:  "Son,  apply  thyself  to  some  business!"  Nanak  answered:  ""Well,  father,  if  you 
tell  me  anything,  I  will  do  it."  Kalu  said :  "  Son,  in  such  and  such  a  place  sow  thou  a  field ! " 
"Well,  father,  I  am  sowing."  Kalu  gave  to  Nanak  one  maund  and  a  quarter  of  seed,  Nanak 
took  it,  went  and  cast  it.  The  field  sprang  up,  but  who  protects  it?  Any  one's  cattle,  any 
one's  ass,  any  one's  filly,  any  one's  horse  eat  it  away,  Nanak  removes  none  (of  them).  Kalu 
went  and  saw  that  his  field  had  sprung  .up  well.  Becoming  angry  (that  the  field  had  been 
wasted)  he  began  to  reproach  him  (i.e.  Nanak),  and  said :  "  A  fine  son  has  in  thee  been  born 
in  my  house  to  cause  destruction!"  and  going  away  he  began  to  say  to  the  Pandit  Hari  Dayal: 
"  A  fine  umbrella  is  turned  about  in  my  house ;  such  are  thy  Yedas  and  Puranas !  my  field, 
that  had  sprung  up,  is  wasted  by  him!"  The  Pandit  Hari  Dayal  said:  "Thou  hast  no  in- 
formation whatever,  thou  art  luckless!  thou  hast  no  profit  whatever  from  Nanak,  other  people 
will  be  profited  by  Nanak  and  how  many  will  be  liberated  (by  him) !  having  heard  the  words 
of  Nanak  they  will  do  them.  Nanak  will  become  famous  among  Hindus  and  Musalmans.  The 
people  having  heard  and  read  the  Yedas  (and)  the  book  (  =  the  Kur'an)  will  do  (them).  The 
four  Vedas,  the  eighteen  Puranas,  the  six  Shastras  and  the  Bhagavad-(Gita)  and  as  many  Gitas 
as  there  are,  all  will  suddenly  come  •out  of  the  mouth  of  Nanak  without  having  read  (them)  (as) 
from  the  invisible  (world).  Hear,  Kalu,  be  not  alarmed  about  him !  It  is  weighty  to  say  of 
him,  what  cannot  be  said  of  a  corporeal  being,  that  Nanak  appears  to  me  even  as  the  Formless 
one  (the  Supreme  Being).  Between  him  and  the  Formless  one  there  is  no  difference  whatever." 
Then  Kalii  remained  silent. 

When  Nanak  was  fifteen  years   of  age,  Kalu  said  to  him:    "What  sort   of  a  man  art  thou, 

1  Here  the  second  compiler  breaks  off  suddenly  without  carrying  the  story  to  the  end,  which  is  also 
rather  abruptly  finished  in  the  first  compilation.  It  is  very  significant  that  this  whole  Sakhi  is  left  out  in 
the  Lahore  edition,  as  it  was  considered  rather  derogatory  to  Nanak. 
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who  wast  born  in  my  house?  In  the  time  of  old  age  my  name  is  drowned  by  thee.  I  have 
no  more  any  hope.  First  Nanaki  was  born  and  then  thou.  I  had  hoped  that  iny  name  would 
remain  after  me,  and  thou  hast  been  born  such  a  man !  Whilst  I  live  my  name  is  drowned 
by  thee."  Nanak  remained '  silent.  Then  Kalu  said  again:  "I  am  gradually  worn  out  and 
die  and  thou  givest  me  no  answer ! " 

,  "When  Nanak  had  become  seventeen  years  of  age,  Kalu  said  to  Nanak :  "  Son,  I  have 
become  anxious  about  thee,  think  of  something!"  Nanak  answered:  "Well,  father,  pardon  me 
now !    Whatever  thou  wilt  tell  me  concerning  the  field,  that  I  will  do."] 

(8). 

Nanalt  is  sent  on  a   trading   trip   and  spends  his  money   on  Faqirs.     He  is  beaten    by    Ids 

father  and  protected  by  Rae  Bular. 

[Then  Kalu  said :  "  Take  twenty  Rupees  and  go  and  bring  four  or  five  things !  Bfing  salt 
and  turmeric  and  some  other  things,  that  I  shall  point  out  to  thee ;  and  if  thou  wilt  make  this 
time  a  good  traffic,  then  I  will  give  thee  again  many  Rupees."  Nanak  answered :  "  Well, 
father,  thou  wilt  see  thyself,  what  a  good  traffic  I  shall  make."  Kalu  gave  him  the  twenty 
Rupees _  and  (sent)  one  servant  with  him.1  They  set  out;  when  they  had  gone  twelve  Kos,  he 
saw  that  an  assembly  of  Sadhs  was  sitting  there,  and  how  was  it  ?  Except  a  strip  of  cloth 
between  the  legs,  they  had  no  kind  of  clothes  on.  Among  them  was  a  Mahant ;  him  Nanak 
asked:  "Sir,  are  you  not  in  possession  of  clothes  or  are  clothes  not  pleasant  to  your  body?" 
The  Mahant  said:  "How,  brother,  why  dost  thou  ask?  what  object  hast  thou?"  Then  Bala, 
the  Jat,  who  was  as  servant  with  him,  said :  "  Hear,  Nanak,  thou  hast  come  for  the  purpose 
of  traffic,  go  and  take  up  that  traffic,  that  Kalu  has  told  thee."  Nanak  said:  "Hear,  brother 
Bala,  my  father  has  said,  that  I  should  make  good  traffic.  Shall  I  make  a  good  traffic  or  a 
bad  one,  tell  me  thy  advice."  Bala  answered:  "Kalu  has  sent  thee  for  good  traffic."  Then 
Nanak  said:  "Bala,  this  is  good  traffic  and  that  is  bad  traffic."  Bala  replied:  "Sir,  know 
thou  (thyself),  thou  art  the  son,  he  is  the  father."  Then  Nanak  asked  these  Sadhs  :  "  Why  have 
you  not  given  me  an  answer?"  The  Mahant  said:  "0  boy,  we  are  Nirbanls,2  to  us  abstinence 
from  clothes  is  necessary."  Nanak  said:  "You  will  also  not  be  eating?"  The  Mahant  replied: 
"0  lad,  when  the  Lord  sends,  then  we  are  eating,  otherwise  we  remain  silent;  for  this  reason 
we  are  dwelling  in  the  jungle ;  having  become  Sanyasis  we  no  longer  dwell  'in  a  village,  in  a 
village  there  is  hope  (of  getting  something)."  Then  Nanak  said :  "  Hear,  0  Mahant,  what  is 
thy  name?"  The  Mahant  mentioned  his  name:  "(my)  garb  (is  that  of  a)  Nirbani,  (my)  name: 
the  dust  of  the  saints."  Nanak  became  very  happy  and  said:  "Hear,  brother  Bala,  I  cannot 
give  up  this  traffic."  Bala  said:  "Hear,  Nanak,  Kalu  will  be  angry  with  me,  see  thou  to  it!" 
Nanak  replied:  "This  is  a  good  traffic,  there  is  no  loss  in  it,  but  on  the  contrary  an  increase." 
Bala  said:  "You  must  know  it."  Then  Nanak  took  the  twenty  Rupees  from  Bala  and  put 
them  before  the  Mahant.  The  Mahant  said:  "How,  0  lad?  these  are  of  no  use  to  us,  and 
they  are  given  thee  by  thy  father  for  the  sake,  .of  traffic ;  what  dost  thou  mean  by  giving  them 
to  Faqirs?"  Nanak  replied:  "Hear,  0  Mahant!  my  father  had  said  to  me:  'If  thou  come 
having  made   good  traffic,   then    it  is    good.'     This   is    good   traffic,    every  other   traffic   is   bad." 

1  The  lithographed  Lahore  edition  adds  here:  7Z%3  7ST35  *HMT  WfTvIT:  the  servant  with  (him)  was 
Bala,  whereas  the  MS.  (No.  2885),  which  otherwise  agrees  verbatim  with  the  Lahore  edition,  does  not  mention 
the  name  here,  but  further  on. 

2  fAdfc<lc£l>  an  order  of  Faqirs,'  who  pretend  to  be  freed  from  every  want  and  to  be  emancipated  whilst 
as  yet  in  the  body.  < 
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The  Mahant  said:   "Hear,  0  lad,  what  is  thy  name?  who  art  thou?"     Nanak  replied:    "Hear, 

0  Mahant,  my  name  is  Nanak  Nirankan  (the  Formless  one),  I  am  the  son  of  Kalu,  a  Khatri  of 
the  Vedl  tribe."  Then  said  that  Mahant:  "Hear,  0  lad,  what  is  this?  Nirankarl  and  the  son 
of  a  Khatri?"  Nanak  replied:  "In  the  Dvapara  yuga  we  had  performed  devotion  to  the 
Formless  one,  the  devotion  was  complete,  hut  desire  entered  us;  therefore  our  birth  took  place  in 
a  low  house.  Then  our  birth  took  place  in  the  house  of  an  oilman;  on  account  of  that  desire 
we  were  again  born  in  the  house  of  a  Khatri.  At  that  time  also  we  were  incorporeal  and  now 
also  we  are  incorporeal."1  Then  the  Mahant  said:  "0  lad  Nanak,  ask  thou  something!"  Nanak 
replied:  "What  shall  I  ask?  the  One  Formless  one  I  desire,  I  desire  nothing  else."  Then  the  Mahant 
said  again:  "0  lad,  thou  thyself  art  the  Formless  one,  what  shall  we  give  to  thee?  But  do  (one) 
work,  take  these  Eupees  and  bind  them  in  thy  bundle  and  bring  provisions  for  these,  that  the 
Atits  (Faqirs)  may  eat,  money  is  of  no  use  to  us."  Then  Nanak  took  Bala  with  him  and  went 
to  the  town,  he  took  provisions  and  fuel  and  raw  pots  and  brought  them  and  put  them  before  the 
Mahant.  Then  the  Mahant  said :  "  Nanak  Nirankarl,  thou  art  indeed  the  Formless  one.  The  Atits 
had  passed  Beven  days  in  fasting;  now  go  thou!"  Then  Nanak  bowed  his  head,  rose  and  went. 
After  (that)  an  Atit  asked  the  Mahant:  "Sir,  why  didst  thou  send  him  away,  he  had  done 
service  to  thee."  The  Mahant  replied:  "Hear,  0  Atit,  he  was  himself  the  Formless  one,  he  had 
come  to  inquire  after  us,  we  had  to  take  from  him  our  provisions,  but  service  we  had  not  to 
exact  from  him;  his  splendour  could  not  be  borne  by  us,   therefore  we  gave  him  leave." 

"When  Nanak  had  gone  above  one  K5s,  he  began  to  ask  Bala, :  "  Brother  Bala,  what  has 
been  done  by  us  ? "  Bhai  Bala  said :  "  Hear,  0  Nanak,  by  me  none  {i.e.  Eupees)  have  been 
eaten  (=  spent),  thou  didst  demand  them  and  I  gave  them  to  thee."  Then  Nanak  said:  "Bala, 
we  did  not  make  the  mistake."      Bala  replied:    "If  I   made   the  mistake,    thou   must  know,   if 

1  did  not  make  the  mistake,  then  thou  must  know.  As  thou  wast  inexperienced,  so  was  I  in- 
experienced; Kalu  knows  (this)  or  thou  must  know  it."  Having  come  there  {i.e.  home)  Nanak 
did  not  enter  his  house  and  Bala  went  to  his  own  house.  Kalu  was  informed,  that  Bala,  the 
servant  (of  Nanak),  had  entered  his  house  and  that  Nanak  had  not  come.  Kalu  became  alarmed 
and  went  to  the  house  of  Bala  and  called  him  out.  Bala  came  out  of  the  house  and  Kalu 
asked:  "Bala,  where  is  Nanak  and  where  are  the  Eupees?"  Bala,  said:  "Mahata  Kalu,  in  going 
along  Nanak  has  given  the  twenty  Eupees  away  to  feed  Faqirs."  Kalii  said  again :  "  I,  who  had 
sent  thee  with  him,  what  for  did  I  send  thee  with  him  ?  that  you  should  feed  Faqirs  ?  "  "  Mahata 
Kalu,  thou  hadst  said  to  Nanak :  '  make  a  good  traffic ! '  He  said :  '  Hear,  Bala,  we  must  make 
a  good  traffic ; '  by  him  the  good  traffic  has  been  made,  thou  mayst  cry  or  not."  Then  Kalii 
said :  "  Show  me  to  a  certainty  where  he  is ! "  Bala,  took  Kalu  and  came  with  him  to  the  pond.  , 
Having  come  there  Kalu  seized  Nanak  and  began  to  ask:  "Where  are  those  twenty  Eupees?" 
Nanak  did  not  say  anything.  Kalii  became  angry  and  gave  Nanak  two  slaps  on  his  left  cheek 
and  on  his  right  cheek  he  gave  him  (two)  with  his  right  hand.2  Nanak  shed  tears,  but  said 
nothing,  the  water  ran  down  his  cheeks.  One  man  went  to  Eae  Bular  and  said :  "  Kalu,  the 
Patvari,  has  given  his  son  a  severe  beating.    NanakI,    the  daughter  of  Kalu,  has  fallen  for  the 

1  The  MS.  No.  2885  has  the  words :  In  the  Dvapara  yuga  we  had  performed  devotion  to  the  Formless  one, 
the  devotion  had  become  complete ;  then  also  we  were  incorporeal  and  now  also  we  are  incorporeal.  About 
the  different  births  nothing  is  said.    The  Lahore  edition  has  (intentionally)  left  out  this  whole  passage. 

2  The  MS.  No.  2885  gives  this  passage  more  clearly:  ST^  3^  irrfg  srfo  357^  %  ^fff  3TI%  1^ 
TTW  %  tT^t  3R5  ^  *H^  TfS  "3Vi%  tj?t  \T%  $  Wft\  3R5  5,  i.e.  Kalii  having  become  angry  struck 
Nanak  two  slaps  with  the  right  hand  on  the  left  cheek  and  two  slaps  with  the  left  hand  on  the  right  cheek, 
(The  verb  (?n§)  is  dropped.)  In  the  Lahore  edition  this  whole  passage,  which  all  Janam-Sakhis  have,  is 
intentionally  left  out,  it  only  says  that  Kalii  became  very  angry. 
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sake  of  Nanak  at  the  feet  of  Kalii  (siying) :  '  0  father,  forgive  him  this  fault  for  my  sake  ! '  " 
Nanaki  had  released  Nanak,  when  a  man  of  Eae  Bular  came  (and  said) :  "  Go,  Kalu,  the  Eae 
is  calling  thee,  and  bring  also  Nanak  with  thee!"  Kalu  said:  "Sir,  what  shall  I  bring?  this 
my  son  has  quite  upset  me,  what  shall  I  do  ?  "  That  servant  of  Eae  Bular  said :  "  Go,  brother, 
go  there ! "  That  servant  brought  both  to  Eae  Bular.  The  Eae  was  sitting  in  anger ;  when 
he  saw  Nanak,  he  wept.  The  Eae  rose  and  embraced  Nanak,  he  took  him  and  kissed  his 
head.  When  he  looked  at  his  face,  what  did  he  see?  that  the  water  was  running  down  his 
cheeks !  Then  the  Eae  said :  "  Hear,  Kalu,  I  had  told  thee,  don't  call  Nanak  bad,  and  (yet) 
thou  hast  beaten  him  to-day.  My  word  has  made  no  impression  on  thee,  thou  hast  had  no 
love  to  God  nor  affection  to  thy  son,  that  there  is  only  one  son  in  thy  house;  Kalii,  thou 
art  a  great  fiend !  Kalu,  Nanak  is  not  (held)  worthy  in  thy  house.  What  shall  I  do,  as 
this  one  has  no  knowlege  of  himself?"  Kalii  replied:  "Sir,  I  had  given  him  twenty  Eupees ; 
there  is  no  traffic  and  no  Eupees  (more),  what  shall  I  do  ?  Tou  are  quarrelling  with  me.  I 
had  sent  (also)  a  servant  with  Nanak;  that  one  began  to  say,  that  he  has  fed  Faqirs."  Eae 
Bular  asked  the  servant  Bala:  ""Where  has  Nanak  thrown  away  the  twenty  Eupees?"  Bala 
told  before  the  Eae  the  whole  thing  that  had  happened.  Then  the  Eae  said:  "Till  now  I  never 
called  thee  bad,  but  now  I  call  thee  so,  because  thou,  uproarious,  unhappy  man,  hast  beaten  so 
much  Nanak  for  the  sake  of  twenty  Eupees.  Go,  Umeda,  bring  from  within  from  the  JlanT 
twenty  Eupees  and  put  them  into  the  hand  of  the  uproarious.  Kalii !  What  shall  I  do,  as  he 
(Nanak)  will  not  eat  in  my  house,  otherwise  I  would  keep  him  in  my  own  house,  he  is  not 
to  be  kept  in  thy  house;  to-day  or  to-morrow  we  were  entrusting  him  to  somebody."  Mean- 
while Umeda  brought  the  Eupees  from  the  Earn  Khokhar  and  put  them  before  Eae  Bular.  The 
Eae  taking  them  into  his  hand  began  to  give  them  to  Kalii,  but  Kalii  would  not  take  them 
and  said :  "  Sir,  the  Eupees  are  thine  and  I  also  am  thine  and  Nanak  also  is  thine.  I  am 
not  at  all  grieving  about  the  Eupees,  I  am  grieving  about  his  conduct."  The  Eae  replied : 
"  He  is  acting  well,  Kalu,  take  the  Eupees !  As  long  as  the  steps  of  Nanak  are  here,  so  long 
we  will  serve  him."  Then  said  Umeda,  the  Vazlr  of  the  Eae :  "  Kalii,  take  the  Eupees !  it 
fs  not  good  to  disobey  the  word  of  the  Eae.  Eae  Bular  must  be  obeyed,  otherwise  he  will 
take  it  amiss."  Then  Kalii  took  the  twenty  Eupees.  Kalii  having  taken  the  Eupees  became 
astonished.  The  people  of  Talvandl,  the  Khatrls  and  the  Brahmans  and  the  Jat  families,  they 
all  began  to  be  angry  (and  said):  "Art  thou  a  Khatri?  Thy  birth  is  rather  like  that  of  Candal, 
that  thou  hast  thus  beaten  thy  son.  And  thou  hast  taken  twenty  Eupees  from  the  Eae ! " 
Then  the  next  morning  Kalii  went  again  to  the  Eae  and  fell  down  at  his  feet  and  said:  "I 
have  no  place  whatever,  don't  beat  me ;  take  back  again  these  twenty  Eupees ! "  The  Eae 
replied :  "  These  twenty  Eupees  we  have  not  given  to  thee,  I  had  to  give  them  to  Nanak,  to 
him  they  are  given,  how  should  they  be  again  taken  from  thee?"  Kalii  answered:  "Sir, 
where  were  Eupees  with  Nanak,  that  they  were  borrowed  by  thee  from  him?"  The  Eae 
replied:  "Kalii,  thou  dost  not  know  it;  as  much  wealth  and  property  there  is  in  this  world, 
the  Lord  of  all  that  is  Nanak,    what  he  gave,   that   we   were  eating  and  drinking."] 

(9). 

Jairam?  a  betrothal  with  Nanahl  and  subsequent  marriage. 

[When  Nanak  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  they  were  the  days  of  Cet  and  Vaisakh,  the 
Palta  Jairam  had  come  for  the  sake  of  measuring  (the  corn-fields),  (for)  he  was  an  Amil. 
Before  (him)  the  daughter  of  Kalu,  Nanaki,  was  drawing  water  from  a  well;  the  sight  of 
Jairam,  the  Palta,  fell  on  her,  she  was  very  beautiful.  Jairam  seeing  her  fell  in  love  with  her 
and  said  to   the  Eae:    "0   Eae,  whose  is  this  girl?"     The  Eae  replied:    "0  brother,   this  girl 
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belongs  to  Kalii,  the  Patvari."  Jairam  asked  further:  "0  Eae,  Kalii  the  Patvari,  what  sort 
of  people  are  they?"  Eae  Bular  said:  "0  brother,  they  are  Khatris,  of  the  Vedl  clan." 
Jairam  said:  "0  Eae,  if  her  betrothal  has  not  been  made  somewhere  else,  bring  about  my 
betrothal  with  her."  The  Rae  replied:  "0  brother,  if  between  them  and  you  intermarriages 
take  place,  I  will  speak  about  it,  but  if  not,  how  can  I  speak  about  it?"  With  Jairam  was 
a  Brahman  cook,  but  very  intelligent.  Him  Jairam  asked:  "Sir,  between  us  and  the  Vedis 
do  betrothals  take  place  or  not?"  Nidha,  the  Brahman,  replied:  "0  brother,  they  are  taking 
place."  The  Eae  called  then  Kalu  and  asked:  "Kalu,  do  betrothals  take  place  between 
him  and  you  or  not?"  Kalu  answered:  "They  are  taking  place."  The  Eae  said  further: 
"Kalu,  thy  daughter  has  become  big,  betroth  her  with  Jairam!"  Kalu  replied:  "0  Kae, 
those  who  have  a  daughter,  do  not  speak  themselves,  those  speak,  with  whom  something  is 
wrong.  I  am  thy  servant,  whatever  is  in  my  power  I  shall  be  ready  to  do."  The  Eae 
said :  "  She  is  our  daughter,  don't  trouble  yourself  about  it !  "  Jairam  called  again  on  the 
Eae:  "0  Eae,  what  news  about  the  betrothal?"  The  Eae  answered:  "The  asking  in 
marriage  of  others'  daughters  is  not  a  law,  but  a  matter  of  submission  and  entreaty.  Call  thou 
him  and  speak  with  him,  what  will  have  to  be  said  on  our  part,  that  we  shall  also  say. 
Jairam  replied:  "How  shall  I  speak?  you  are  Bajas,  you  understand  it."  The  Eae  said:  "Do 
not  speak  thyself,  let  it  be  told  by  the  Brahman."  Jairam  replied:  "Well,  Sir,  the  Brahman 
may  go."  Jairam  called  the  Brahman  and  said:  "Sir,  go  to  Kalu,  the  Yedl's  house,  for  the 
sake  of  betrothal."  The  Brahman  answered :  "  0  Eae,  let  us  both,  you  and  I,  be  together  and 
speak  to  Kalu !  "  On  Saturday,  when  one  watch  and  a  half  of  the  day  was  yet  remaining,  the 
Brahman  said  to  Kalu:  "Look,  Mahata  Kalii,  thou  art  a  good  Khatri  and  Jairam  also  is  a 
great   man;   it  is   a  good   union,    consent   to   a  betrothal!"      Kalii   replied:    "Art  thou   speaking, 

0  Brahman,  or  is  Jairam  speaking?"  The  Brahman  replied:  "0  Mahata,  how  should  Jairam 
speak?  he  has  sent  me."  Then  said  the  Eae:  "Kalu,  the  Brahman  speaks  truth,  how  should 
Jairam  speak?  "What  the  Brahman  says,  that  he  says."  Then  said  Kalu:  "Well,  0  Eae,  thy 
word  is  on   my  head ;   what  you   do,   that   is   acceptable   to   my   seven   generations ! " 

The  betrothal  of  Jairam  and  Nanaki  took  place.  In  the  coming  (month  of)  Manghar  the 
work  was  done.1  Jairam  took  the  TJ51I  (with  his  wife)  to  his  house  (at  Sultanpur).  Afterwards 
Kalu  began  to  send  Nanak,2  but  Nanak  did  not  go.  Kalu  said :  "  Go  and  bring  thy  sister." 
Then  the  Eae  called  Nanak,  comforted  him  and  said :  "  Go  for  this  time  and  bring  thy  sister, 
after  we  shall  entrust  you  (to  them)  there."  Nanak  went  and  as  it  was  some  journey,  he  took 
Bala,  the  Sandhfi,  with  him,  as  he  had  an  affection  for  Bala.  Having  gone  there  he  began  to 
ask  leave  for  his  sister.  Then  Jairam  said:  "Nanak,  remain  thou  also  here,  I  am  not  sending 
(thee  and  Nanaki)."  Nanaki  said  then  to  Jairam :  "  Send  me  this  time,  that  the  father  Kalii 
and  the  mother,  both  may  be  pleased  and  Nanak  also  may  be  pleased,  he  will  say:  'I  have 
not  come  back  empty.'  Then  don't  send  me  again  !  I  stand  in  awe  of  Nanak.  When  a  dream 
comes  to  me,  whatever  comes  forth  out  of  his  mouth  (in  the  dream),  that  is  taking  place; 
for  this  reason  I  tell  you  this."  Jairam  said:  "Well,  go,  when  wilt  thou  come  again?" 
Nanaki   said:    "When  thou   wilt   come  to    do    the    government   work,    then    take    me   with  thee, 

1  am  not  coming  by  myself."     Nanak   took   Nanaki  with   him   and   they   went  home   and  joined 

1  The  words  of  the  original  are:  nfT^  *Wft  THT  Wn  they  allude  briefly  to  the  wedding  which 
took  place  in  Manghar.  But  the  Lahore  edition  is  not  content  with  this  brief  allusion  ;  it  gives  a  description 
of  the  marriage  procession,  and  that  much  money  and  sweetmeats  were  distributed.  That  this  is  quite  a 
recent  addition  is  proved  by  the  MS.  2885,  which  contains  nothing  of  this  kind,  but  agrees  here  quite  with 
our  text. 

'  i.e.  to  Sultanpur,  to  look  after  his  sister. 
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(their  people).  When  [the  season  of  Vaisakh  came  again,  the  measuring  (of  the  com-fields) 
commenced.  Jairam  came  to  Talvandl,  and  having  measured  there  he  was  on  the  point  of  bringing 
back  his  wife.  Eae  Bular  heard  of  it,  he  showed  Jairam  much  attention  and  entreaty;  Jairam 
was  much  pleased  with  the  Eae,  he  said  also  to  the  Itae :  "  0  Eae,  I  am  very  much  pleased 
with  you,  may  boldly  some  service  be  ordered  to  me !  "  The  Eae  said  :  "  0  brother,  thy  father- 
in-law  is  very  foul-tongued  and  Nanak  thy  brother-in-law  is  a  perfect  Sadh.  "We  were  saying 
this,  that  you  should  keep  him  with  you."  Jairam  replied:  "0  Eae,  what  is  better  than  this? 
He  shall  go  with  me."  Then  the  Eae  said:  "0  brother,  it  will  not  do,  that  he  go  with  you, 
after  two  months  we  will  send  him;  you  must  bring  about  his  betrothal  there  somewhere" 
{i.e.  with  somebody).  Jairam  replied :  "  "Well,  Eae,  what  Earn  will  do,  that  is  good."  Jairam 
took  his  wife  and  went  home.  J 

(10). 

Nanak  gives  away  his  drinking  vessel  and  ring  to  an  Atit.     Arrangements  for  his  departure 

to  Sultanpur. 

[When  Nanak  had  become  twenty  years  of  age,  one  day  an  Atit  (Faqir)  came  and  sat  outside 
of  the  town.  There  also  Nanak  went  with  pleasure  and  sat  down.  In  Niinak's  hand  was  a 
drinking  vessel  (Lota)  and  on  one  hand  a  ring  of  gold.  The  Atit  said:  "Who  art  thou?  what 
is  thy  name?"  Nanak  replied:  "My  name  is  Nanak  Nirankari,  I  am  a  Vedi  Khatri."  Then 
the  Atit  said  again:  ""Whose  are  we?"  Nanak  replied:  "  Tou  are  the  Nirankar's."  Then 
the  Atit  said:  "Tou  are  a  Nirankari 1  and  I  am  a  Nirankari,  between  thee  and  me  what 
difference  is  there  ? "  Nanak  replied :  "  None  whatever."  Then  the  Atit  said  :  "  Give  me  this 
drinking  vessel  and  ring ! "  Nanak  took  off  the  ring  from  his  hand  and  put  (it  and)  the  drinking 
vessel  before  the  Atit.  Then  the  Atit  said :  "  They  have  come  to  hand,  let  them  remain  with 
me."  Nanak  said :  "  0  God,  when  the  spittle  is  thrown  out  of  the  mouth,  it  is  not  again 
taken  up."  The  Atit  replied :  "  0  Nanak,  thou  art  really  the  Nirankari  (Formless  one)  and  we  are 
the  copy."  Nanak  went  then  to  his  own  house  and  the  Atit  took  the  drinking  vessel  and  the 
ring  and  went  off.  Kalii  asked  Nanak:  "Where  is  the  drinking  vessel  and  the  ring?"  Nanak 
remained  silent  and  did  not  speak.  Kalii  having  become  angry  said :  "  Go,  leave  my  house  !  I 
do  not  hold  thee  back ! "  Eae  Bular  heard  this  and  called  Kalii :  "  0  Kalu,  what  has  happened 
again  ? "  "  Sir,  I  am  (your)  dust :  the  ring  and  the  drinking  vessel  he  has  thrown  away  some- 
where; it  is  not  known  what  he  has  done."  The  Eae  then  said  to  Kalii:  "Let  him  be  sent 
to  Jairam ;  here  thou  art  annoyed  and  he  also  is  grieved ;  whatever  happens  there,  that  happens." 
The  Eae  wrote  a  letter  to  Nanaki  and  Jairam  and  wrote  a  good  deal :  "  We  have  entrusted 
Nanak  to  thee;  whatever  will  be  done  on  thy  part,  that  should  be  done  without  delay."  Jairam 
also  wrote  a  letter:  "Nanak,  oome  and  join  us."  When  Nanak  had  read  this  letter,  he  said: 
"I  will  join  Jairam,"     The  people  of  the  house  said:    "If  Nanak  go,  it  is  good.''] 

(11). 

Nanak  arrives  at  Sultanpur  and  enters  the  Commissariat. 

On  the  third  of  the  light  half  of  the  month  Manghar,  in  Sambat  1540,2  Nanak  went  to 
Jairam;  he  came  on  the  fifth  day  from  Talvandl  to  Sultanpur.  On  the  seventh  of  the  light  half 
of  Manghar,  he  met  with  Nanaki,-  his  sister.  Nanaki  on  seeing  Nanak  fell  down  at  his  feet. 
Nanak  said ;  "  0  sister,   thou  art  older  (than  I),  I  on  the  contrary  will  fall  at  thy  feet,  or  shouldst 

1  Here  Nirankari  has  the  sense :  of  the  Formless  one. 

*  The  Lahore  edition  has  Sambat  1544,  against  all  MS.  authority. 
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thou  fall  at  my  feet?"1  Nanaki  replied:  "0  brother,  thou  art  speaking  the  truth,  but  though, 
thou  mayst  be  a  man,  thou  appearest  to  me  as  my  Supreme  Lord."  Jairam  was  not  at  home. 
The  Bebe8  put  down  a  stool  (for  Niinak)  and  began  to  ask :  "0  brother,  art  thou  very  happy?" 
Nanak  replied:  "0  Bebe,  I  am  always  happy."  He  was  (still)  sitting  when  Jairam  afterwards 
came  home.  When  he  looked  about,  Nanak  was  sitting  in  front.  When  Nanak  saw  that  his 
brother-in-law  Jairam  had  come,  he  rose  and  ran  to  fall  down  at  his  feet.  Jairam  was  a  very 
intelligent  man ;  he  seized  the  hands  of  Nanak  and  did  not  allow  him  to  apply  them  to  his  feet, 
he  himself  put  his  hand  on  the  feet  of  Nanak.  Then  Guru  Nanak  said:  "0  brother-in-law, 
why  is  this  inverted  custom  made  by  thee?"  Jairam  replied:  "0  Nanak,  you  know,  that  we 
were  brothers-in-law,  and  (now)  I  consider  thee  as  the  Supreme  Lord.  It  has  been  my  good  luck, 
that  you  have  come  to  me ;  you  have  given  me  your  sight,  and  I  have  been  exalted  thereby. 
Don't  you  do  anything,  sit  down  and  live  with  ease ! "  Guru  Nanak  replied :  "  0  brother-in- 
law,  if  there  would  be  some  business  (for  me),  it  would  be  a  good  thing."  Jairam  said:  "Well, 
brother,  as  this  (thought)  has  arisen  in  your  mind,  it  is  good.  Have  you  read  some  Turkish?" 
Guru  Nanak  replied:  "We  have  read  some  Hindi."  Jairam  said:  "Brother  Nanak,  will  you 
take  the  Commissariat  ?  "  Guru  Nanak  replied  :  "  0  brother-in-law,  whose  is  the  Commissariat  ?  " 
Jairam  said:  "It  belongs  to  the  Navab  Daulat  Khan  LodI,  it  is  a  great  commissariat;  if  it  be 
possible,  then  take  it!"  Guru  Nanak  replied:  "Well,  brother-in-law,  the  Formless  one  will  bring 
it  to  an  issue!"  The  Bebe  Nanakl  said  again:  "Thou  art  the  form  of  the  Supreme  Lord,  as 
the  morsel  is,  so  eat  it  in  sitting  down,  do  thou  not  fall  into  these  troubles!  thou  dost  not  come 
up  to  these  troubles,  thou  art  a  Faqir."  Guru  Nanak  replied:  "If  one  eats  his  bread  in  doing 
(some)  work,  it  becomes  pure,  and  the  Turks  are  saying:  'What  is  eaten  lawfully,  that  is 
good.'"  Then  Bebe  Nanak!  said:  "Well,  brother,  as  thou  art  thinking  and  liking,  so  it  is 
right."  Then  Bebe  Nanakl  said  further  to  Jairam:  "Sir,  are  you  acquainted  with  his  cir- 
cumstances or  not?"  Jairam  replied:  "0  servant  of  the  Supreme  Lord,  I  am  acquainted." 
Then  Bebe  Nanakl  continued  to  say:  "Where  shall  his  betrothal  be  made?  if  he  conceive  an 
affection  for  the  married  state,  then  business  will  be  done  by  him."  Jairam  replied:  "I  will 
see  about  it.  If  be  will  give  himself  to  business,  then  some  Khatri  also  will  give  the  hand  to  a 
betrothal ;  do  not  be  hasty  !  Keep  the  Lord  in  thy  mind !  "  Bebe  Nanakl  replied :  "  Sir,  I  am 
not  cleverer  than  thou,  but  I  had  to  tell  you  this."  On  the  fourteenth  of  the  light  half  of 
the  (month  of)  Manghar  the  Commissariat  was  given  (to  Nanak)  by  Jairam.  Say,  0  brother: 
Yah  Guru-ji ! 

(12). 

Nanal  in  the   Commissariat;    visited,   ly   Us  father.      Sis   accounts   are   examined,   hj   Jairam   and 

found  correct. 

[One  thousand  Rupees  in  cash  were  given  (to  him  by  Jairam).3  Bala,  the  Sandhii,  said: 
"0  Guru  (Angad),  I  also  was  with  him.  I  said:  '0  brother  Nanak,  thou  hast  taken  one 
thousand   Rupees    and    the    Commissariat,    give    me    leave   to   go.'      Then    Guru    Nanak    said:  '0 

1  This  story  is  also  to  be  found  in  the  PanjabI  Grammar  (edited  by  the  American  Missionaries,  Ludihana) 
p.  97  sqq.,  but  tl.e  text  is  not  given  correctly ;  they  print  e.g.  Urg  JST^T  instead  of  tiff?  2fTTT»  as  'f  «T3 
and  urf^  ,vere  the  same,  whereas  the  latter  is  the  Locative  and  written  so  in  the  MSS. 

2  %§  the  same  as  ^^,  bibi,  a  lady,  used  also  in  addressing  a  sister,  out  of  respect  or  endearment; 
generally  7ft  is  added  to  ifff,  to  enhance  the  respect. 

3  It  is  not  quite  clear,  by  whom  the  Rupees  were  given  to  Nanak,  if  by  Jairam,  as  bead-steward,  or  by 
Navab  Daulat  Khan  ;  the  original  only  says :  fgjl  ^73  H\fSfrn  I?  fe^rfWT- 
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brother  Bala,  thou  hast  made  an  unsolid  friendship  (with  me),  whilst  living  thou  art  leaving 
me  ? '  I  replied :  '  Sir,  thou  wast  the  son  of  a  Khatri  and  didst  thy  own  business,  I  will 
now  also  do  my  own  work.'  Then  Guru  Nanak  said:  '  0  brother  Bala,  we  shall  pass  (here) 
some  days,  this  profession  must  be  done  by  us,  what  our  business  is,  that  we  shall  do ;  behold 
thou  the  amusement  (show)  of  the  Formless  one !  what  feats  the  Formless  one  is  doing !  remain 
thou  with  us,  live  (with  me) ! '  Then  I  replied :  '  "Well,  Nanak,  as  you  like,  what  you  will  say, 
that  I  will  do.'  Then  I  also  began  to  do  work  with  Nanak.  When  in  this  work  two  years 1 
had  passed,  Mahata  Kalu  came  to  get  information  (about  it),  and  met  with  Guru  Nanak.  Guru 
Nanak  rose  and  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  Kalu.  Mahata  Kalu  kissed  his  head  and  pressed  him 
to  his  neck  and  comforted  him.  He  began  to  ask  :  '  0  son,  two  years  have  now  passed,  since 
thou  wast  sent  here,  what  is  gained,  what  eaten  ? '  Nanak  replied :  '  Father,  much  has  been 
eaten  (spent),  much  has  been  gained,  but  no  Damn2  remains  with  us.'  Then  Mahata  Kalu 
began  to  quarrel  with  me  (i.e.  Bala).  Guru  Nanak  made  me  a  sign,  and  so  I  did  not  speak. 
Kalu  began  to  say :  '  I  had  thought,  Nanak  is  now  employed  in  business,  what  of  my  property 
he  had  (formerly)  squandered,  that  he  will  now  have  gained  and  will  restore  to  me.'  He  talked 
in  such  a  way,  as  it  was  usual  with  Kalu.  He  met  then  with  NanakI  and  Jairam  and-  began 
to  say :  '  What  have  you  done  ?  are  you  looking  after  him  ?  you  have  not  looked  after  his 
business  nor  have  you  made  an  effort  for  his  betrothal,  you  have  done  nothing  at  all.'  Bebe 
NanakI  replied :  '  Since  he  has  come  here,  he  has  squandered  nothing  of  thine,  you  are  not 
thankful,  that  he  is  happy  and  has  taken  to  his  work,  one  day  he  will  make  profit ;  and  we 
have  also  some  information  concerning  a  betrothal,  to-day  or  to-morrow  it  will  take  place  in 
some  direction  ;  we  have  lost  nothing  in  it,  what  must  we  look  out  ?  0  father,  if  (the  betrothal) 
is  in  any  direction  being  brought  about  on  your  part,  then  do  so !  As  it  is  painful  to  us,  so  it 
is  still  more  painful  to  you.'  Kalu  said :  '  0  daughter  NanakI,  if  it  will  be  done  by  me,  then 
what  is  it  necessary  to  me  (to  ask  you)  ?  And,  daughter,  if  you  make  (it,  i.e.  the  betrothal), 
it  must  be  made  in  the  house  of  a  good  Khatri ;    an  indifferent  one  must  not  be  made.'     Jairam 

V 

said  then:  'We  must  not  make  entreaties,  0  Mahata!  There  is  a  Khatri  Mula,  of  the  Cona 
family,  in  (the  village  of)  Pakh5,  the  Badhava,3  in  his  house  is  a  daughter;  he  also  is  called  a 
good  man  and  is  Patvari  of  the  Badhava.  He  is  making  the  betrothal  (of  his  daughter)  'for  the 
sake  of  religious  merit ; i  there  we  have  looked  out  for  a  betrothal ;  what  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord,  that 
will  take  place.  0  Mahata,  compose  your  mind,  Bam  will  make  (all)  right.'  Kalu  said  then  : 
'  The  shame  is  common  to  the  sons  and  to  the  sons-in-law,  I  was  saying  in  my  mind :  the 
happiness  of  Bebe  NanakI  I  have  seen  with  my  eyes,  now  it  is  my  wish,  that  whilst  living  I  see 
the  happiness  of  Nanak ;  then  my  mind  will  be  composed.'  Then  Jairam  said :  '  0  Mahata,  remain 
thou  here,  and  the  mother-lady  we  will  also  call  and  bring  here.'  Kalu  replied  :  '  0  son  Jairam,  it  is 
hard  for  me  to  remain  here,  as  I  am  occupied  there.'  Jairam  said :  '  0  Mahata,  thou  art  in  the  place 
of  Parmanand,6  thou  art  my  father.'  Then  Kalu  said:  'Jairam,  when  the  betrothal  of  Nanak  takes 
place,  then  give  me  information;  keep  my  son  Nanak  under  your  eyes,  lest  he  waste  any  money.' 
;        "Then  Bebe  NanakI  said:   '0  father,  you  are  not  thankful.     Tou  were  daily  crying:   "to-day 

1  All  MSS.  read  :  ^fg  ^^,  two  years,  but  in  the  Lahore  edition  this  is  changed  (apparently  without  any 
authority,  for  in  the  Partjabi  Gram.  p.  99,  and  in  the  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  211,  we  find  also  ^.fjj  ^jj) 
to:  *)vDX  ^  JJ-Hy"  (p-  29).  two  months. 

2  "^*i?Tli  the  eighth  part  of  a  Paisa. 

3  Thus  the  name  is-  written  in  the  MSS.  Radhava  (also  pronounced  Randhava,  as  I  was  told)  is  the 
proper  name  of  a  tribe  of  Jats.  11%  5^  dMl$  signifies  therefore  literally :  in  PakhS,  the  Radhava's  (village 
being  left  out).     See  p.  Ixiv,  I.  25.  4  That  is  to  say :  without  taking  any  money  for  her. 

5  Parmanand  is  said  to  have  been  the  father  of  Jairam. 
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this  is  wasted  (by  him) ; "  now  he  does  not  waste  thine  own.  And,  O  father,  when  he  is  feeding 
the  Paqirs,  then  our  heart  is  trembling;  if  there  is  no  deficiency  in  the  money  of  the  Government, 
and  if  we  remain  unabashed  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  it  is  all  right.  And,  0  father,  when 
he  is  rendering  account,  some  surplus  comes  out;  he  is  some  form  of  the  Formless  one.'  Then 
Juii  am  said :  '  0  Mahata,  for  this  reason  we  cannot  say  anything  to  him.'  Kalii  replied :  '  0 
son  Jairam,  if  you  render  again  account  and  if  some  surplus  comes  out,  you  would  do  well  to 
take  it  to  yourself,  to  him  a  Lakh  (of  Eupets)  and  a  straw  is  the  same.  And  call  thou  Bala,  and 
admonish  him,  I  am  also  telling  it  him.'  Jairam  sent  a  man  and  called  Bala ;  he  said  to  him : 
'  Bhai  Bala,  thou  art  the  special  friend  of  Nanak,  we  were  thinking  of  thee  thus,  that  as  Niinak 
is,  so  art  thou;  take  thou  care  of  Niinak,  that  he  do  not  waste  his  money  on  any  stranger.' 
Kalu  said  then :  '  It  is  a  shame,  that  (my)  son  and  Bala  remain  together.'  "What  Jairam  said 
I  did  not  take  amiss,  but  that  which  Kalu  said.  I  answered  to  Kalii :  '  Mahata  Kalii,  may  not 
some  suspicion  be  in  thy  mind,  that  Bala  is  remaining  with  Nanak  and  will  make  some  extra- 
vagance !  In  my  opinion  Ghi  also  is-  a  bad  thing,  and  some  other  greediness  is  a  bad  thing :  to 
us,  who  were  remaining  with  Nanak,  Nanak  appears  as.  the  Supreme  Lord.  Mahata  Kalii,  thou 
art  hungry  after  money  and  I  have  a  craving  after  this  one.  What  he  (Nanak)  does,  that  he  does. 
We  make  further  no  apology;  if  thou  art  hungry  after  money,  then  remain  thou  with  him, 
whatever  comes  into  his  hand  that  take ! '  Then  said  Jairam :  '  Q  Mahata,  Bhai  Bala  speaks 
the  truth:  Nanak  is  not  a  man,  he  appears  as  something  else.  "Well,  Mahata,  depart  thou  now! 
when  the  betrothal  has  taken  place,  at  that  very  time  the  affair  {i.e.  the  marriage)  must  be  done 
by  us  quickly,  love  will  then  spring  up  to  his  wife  and  then  he  will  comprehend  himself  (what 
he  has  to  do).'     Then  Kalu  went  home. 

"When  one  month  had  passed,  some  good  man  brought  Jairam  this  information  about  Nanak: 
'Hear,  Jairam,  thy  brother-in-law  is  a  steward  and  is  squandering  the  money  of  the  Govern- 
ment, thou  dost  not  take  care  of  him;  dost  thou  not  know,  how  the  temper  of  the  Pathans  is?' 
Jairam  became  sorry,  he  went  home  and  took  Nanaki  aside.  He  began  to  say:  'Hear,  0  beloved 
of  the  Lord,  a  certain  man  said  to-day  to  me:  "Jairam,  thy  brother-in-law  is  a  steward,  he  is 
squandering  the  money,  thou  dost  not  admonish  him ;  dost  thou  know  the  temper  of  the  Pathans 
or  not?"  "What  shall  I  do  now,  wife?  What  you  say,  that  I  will  do.'  Nanaki  replied;  '"What 
comes  into  thy  mind,  that  do,  what  can  I  say,  I  must  also  walk  according  to  thy  word.'  Jairam 
said :  '  Give  me  some  advice,  0  wife,  I  will  do  it.'  Nanaki  replied :  <  Sir,  has  no  faith  yet  come  to 
you?  Tou  will  think,  that  I  am  taking  the  side  of  my  brother.  "Whatever  be  the  Maya  of 
the  world,  that  all  goes  out  of  the  hands  of  Nanak.  But  well,  Sir,  it  is  in  thy  mind,  do  this 
work:  take  thou  once  an  account;  if  the  account  has  turned  out  full,  be  it  in  excess  or  be  it  not 
in  excess,  but  be  it  not  deficient,  then  thou  wilt  not  again  be  bewildered  by  the  word  of  any  one.' 
Jairam  replied:  'Well,  wife,  I  do  not  take  it,  if  thou  hast  faith  (in  him),  what  should  I  do?' 
Nanaki  said:  'Sir,  don't  let  it  go  now,  I  will  call  my  brother.'  Jairam  replied:  'Well,  wife, 
as  you  like.'  Nanaki  sent  the  slave-girl  Tulsa  and  called  Nanak,  The  slave-girl  Tulsa,  went 
and  made  her  salam.  Nanak  said:  '0  Tulsa,  why  hast  thou  come  to-day?'  Tulsa  replied: 
'Sir,  my  lady  told  me:  "Go  to  my  brother  and  tell  him,  that  he  should  "give  me  his  sight;" 
therefore  I  have  come.'  Nanak  said:  'Go,  Tulsa,  I  am  coming.'  Afterwards  Guru  Nanak 
asked  Bhai  Bala:  'Why  has  the  Bebe  called  me?'  I  said:  'She  may  have  called  you  on 
account  of  anything.'  Guru  Nanak  rejoined:  'Bhai  Bala,  my  heart  gives  me  witness,  that 
some  tale-bearing  has  been  made  about  me.'  Bala  said:  'Sir,  what  tale-bearing  can  any  one 
make  about  thee?  what  art  thou  doing?'  Then  Gum  Nanak  said:  'Bhai  Bala,  bring  a  plate 
of  sweetmeats.'  I  brought  it.  Nanak  put  all  the  sweetmeats  into  his  lap,  they  were  one  Seer 
and  a  half  (=  three  pounds).  Nanak  took  them  and  came  to  Nanaki.  Bebe  Nanaki  was  standing. 
'  Come  brother,'  she  said,  and  put  a  stool  for  him.     Nanak  sat  on  the  stool,  I  also  was  with  him. 
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Nanak  asked:  '0  Bebe,  why  have  I  been  called?'  She  replied:  '0  brother,  many  days  have 
passed  since  I  have  seen  you,  I  had  a  longing  to  see  you,  then  I  sent  for  you.'  Guru  Nanak 
said :  '  Bebe-ji,  I  doubt  it ;  tell  me  why  you  have  called  me ! '  Then  the  Bebe  replied :  '  0 
brother,  all  is  known  to  thee,  but  it  cannot  be  told.'  Nanak  said :  '  I  know  in  my  own  mind, 
that  somebody  has  made  a  tale-bearing  about  me,  therefore  say  I  also,  that  account  Bhould  be 
taken  from  me.'  The  Bebe  Nanaki  comforted  him,  but  Guru  Nanak  said :  ' No,  this  is  a  matter 
of  account,  here  no  regard  is  had  to  any  one.'     Then  the  Bebe  said :  '  "Well,  brother.' 

"In  Samvat  1543,1  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  light  half  of  the  month  of  Manghar,  the  account 
was  made;  the  account  of  three  months  was  given.  One  hundred  and  thirty-five  Rupees  remained 
due  to  Nanak  after  (deducting)  eating,  drinking,  taking  and  giving.  Then  Eanak  said  to  Jairam : 
'  "Well,  brother-in-law,  we  have  become  justified  in  thy  sight :  take  this  Commissariat  and  give 
it  to  some  one  else !  ours  is  the  Formless  one,  the  creator ! ' 2  Then  Jairam  fell  at  his  feet  and  Bebe 
Nanaki  began  to  weep  and  to  say :  '  First  beat  me  and  then  go ! '  Nanak  said :  '  0  brother-in- 
law  :  now  the  account  has  turned  out  full,  but  if  it  would  be  less  or  more,  then  how  ?  you 
would  bring  me  into  difliculties.'  Jairam  replied :  '  0  brother,  formerly  I  knew  something,  but 
now  faith  has  come  to  me  on  both  sides ;  pardon  me  for  this  fault !  I  have  erred  very  much ! '  .  .  .  .3 

"Nanak  went  to  the  Commissariat  and  sat  down  there;  all  the  workmen  began  to  congratulate 
him,  Hindus  and  Musalmans  were  happy."] 

(13). 

NanaWs  betrothal.     He  has  to  give  account  and  comes  out  with  a  surplus. 

[In  Samvat  1544,  on  the  fifth  of  the  light  half  of  (the  month  of)  Manghar,  the  betrothal  of 
Nanak  took  place  in  the  house  of  Mula,  the  Cona,  in  Pakho,  the  Radhava's  (village).  Jairam 
and  Bebe  Nanaki  gave  notice  to  Mahata  Kalu  and  to  the  lady  mother4  and  congratulated;  they 
called  them  (saying) :  "  If  you  come,  the  marriage  expenses  will  be  made."  Kalu  having  heard 
this  was  very  happy  and  likewise  the  lady  mother.  "Who  had  brought  this  information,  his 
mouth  was  filled  with  sugar-candy  and  Khir,5  which  the  mother  prepared  with  her  own  hands. 
Having  filled  his  mouth  she  began  to  say:  "I  am  a  sacrifice  to  thy  mouth,  which  has  given 
me  the  information  of  the  congratulation  of  Nanak."  Then  all  the  females  of  the  Vedis  came 
by  night  and  sat  down  to  sing;  they  began  to  say:  "One  Nanak,  a  good  man,  has  been  pro- 
duced in  our  family;  as  his  betrothal  has  lawfully  taken  place,  our  family  is  rendered  spotless 
by  him."  And  the  lady  mother  sent  congratulation  to  her  father's  house  in  the  Manjha.6  Rama 
Jhangar'  was  the  father  of  the  lady  and  Bhirai  was  her  mother;  they  were  the  maternal  grand- 
father and  grandmother  of  Nanak  and  the  father  and  mother-in-law  of  Zalii.  She  sent  word 
to  them:  "Come  and  go  to  Sultanpur,  we  will  make  fine  expenses  (in  the  marriage)."  Bhirai, 
the  grandmother,  and  Rama,  the  grandfather,  and  Kisna,  the  grandmother's  brother,  these  three 
having  heard  this,  were  happy  and  came  thence  to  Talvandl  and  met  Kalu.  Having  met  him 
they  rose  and  went  from  Talvandl  with  Kalu  and  LalG,  the  Vedi,  and  the  mother  lady,  six  men 
were  ready.  Two  servants  were  with  Rama,  three  servants  and  one  Mardana,  the  JJiim8  of  the 
house    in  all  four  men  were,  with  Kalu,  so  that  all  together  there  were  twelve  men.     When  they 

1  All  the  MSS.  have  the  year  1543,  only  the  Lahore  edition  has  changed  it  to  1544. 

1  The  MS.  No.  2885  reads :  UfTTST  3"TCJ  ^  Wddld  ft  our  work  is  (to  say  and  to  testify) :  the  creator  is ! 

3  We  break  off  here,  as  the  lengthened  speeches  and  mutual  compliments  are  quite  irrelevant. 

4  The  words  are :  WfHT  "jft^ft-  5  *ffa ls  rice  boiled  in  milk- 
*  *TP?T> tne  Manjha  is  the  central  part  of  the  Ban  Duab. 

7  TPTW  is  tne  family  name,  properly  Rama  of  the  Jhangar  family. 

8  About  3*J,  see  p.  xi,  note  I.    Though  Musalmans,  they  are  also  attached  to  Hindu  houses. 
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were  on  tie  point  of  starting,  they  went  to  Eae  Bular  to  take  leave  of  him.  Kalu  went  and  stood 
before  the  Eae;  the  Eae  asked:  "How,  Kalu?"  Kalu  said:  "The  betrothal  of  Nanak,  thy  slave, 
has  taken  place,  we  are  going  to  make  the  marriage  expenses  in  Pakh5,  the  Eadhava's  (village), 
may  leave  be  given  to  us !  "  The  Eae  replied  :  "  Kalu,  it  is  good,  but  is  Nanak  careful  ?  "  Kalu  said  : 
"0  Eae,  he  has  given  me  ground  for  apprehension."  "No,  Kalu,  I  spoke  on  account  of  something 
else,  thy  temper  is  harsh,  but  he  is  a  Sadh,  do  not  quarrel  with  him!"  "This  is  not  my  intention, 
0  Eae!  and,  0  Eae,  you  have  been  made  equal  to  the  Supreme  Lord,  speak  you  with  kindness!" 
The  Eae  said  :  "  Go,  Kalu,  may  God  do  you  good,  may  he  accomplish  the  work !  We  also  love 
him,  but,  Kalu,  kiss  the  head  of  Nanak  as  being  mine,  go,  the  Lord  protect  you ! " 

Kalu  mounted  a  cart  and  started;  on  the  fifth  day  they  arrived  at  Sultanpur,  on  Thursday. 
They  entered  the  house  of  Parmanand,  the  Palta,  and  congratulations  began  to  be  made.  Nanak 
obtained  information,  that  the  mother  and  the  father,  the  father's  younger  brother,  the  maternal 
grandfather  and  grandmother  and  uncle  (on  the  mother's  side)  and  also  Mardana,  the  Dum,  had 
come.  He  rose  and  ran  and  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  Kalu.  Kalu  lifted  him  up,  and  kissed  his 
head.  Nanak  said:  "0  father,  is  the  Eae  pleased?"  Kalu  replied:  "0  son,  it  is  good,  that 
thou  didst  remind  me,  the  Eae  had  said,  that  I  should  kiss  thy  head."  Then  Nanak  fell  down 
at  the  feet  of  his  mother  lady;  his  mother  kissed  his  head  and  pressed  him  to  her  neck.  Then 
Nanak  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  his  uncle  Lalu.  Lalu  took  him  to  his  neck,  kissed  his  face 
and  said:  "0  son,  thou  hast  made  our  family  spotless  here  and  the  future  the  Lord  knows." 
Then  Nanak  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  his  grandfather  Eama.  Eama,  took  him  to  his  neck  and 
did  not  let  him  go.  Then  the  grandmother  Bhiral  said:  "Let  him  go  from  thy  neck!"  Eama 
replied  to  Bhirai :    "When   my  desire  will  be   fulfilled,   then  I   will   let  him   go."  .  .  .  . 

In  Sam  vat  1544,  on  the  seventh  of  the  light  half  of  the  month  of  Magh,  they  started  from 
Sultanpur,  having  reflected  on  a  good  moment  and  day.  Nidha,,  the  Brahman,  was  sent  in  advance 
to  the  village  of  Pakho,  the  Eadhava.  The  grandson  of  Pakho,  the  Eadhava,  was  Hita,  his 
Patvarl  was  Mula,  the  Cona.  Nidha,  the  Brahman,  went  and  gave  information  to  Mula:  "0 
Mahata  Mula,  be  happy !  "  Mula  replied  :  "  Eeverence  to  thee,  0  Pandha !  Come  !  whence  hast 
thou  come?"  Nidha  said:  "I  have  come  from  Sultanpur."  Mula.  said  then:  "Why  hast 
thou  come?"  Nidha  replied:  "0  brother,  Jairam  and  Parmanand,  the  Palta,  have  sent  me." 
Mula.  said:  "Why  hast  thou  been  sent?"  Nidha  replied:  "Kalu,  the  father-in-law,  has  come 
from  Talvandl  for  the  sake  of  making  the  marriage  expenses.  And  Jairam  had  said  to  me : 
'  Go  thou  and  bring  information  to  Mahata  Mula.; '  therefore  have  I  come."  Mula,  replied :  "  May 
they  come  on  my  head!" 

On  Sunday,  the  tenth,  after  a  watch  of  the  day  had  risen  (  =  passed),  they  arrived.  Mula 
had  made  some  preparations  (of  food)  and  put  down  (for  them).  Parmanand,  the  Palta,  went 
and  gave  the  wedding  presents  with  his  own  hands.  In  taking  and  giving  congratulations  the 
custom  was  well  observed  from  the  side  of  both  parties.  Then  Kalu,  the  Vedi,  said  to  Parmanand: 
"0  brother,  ask  thou  for  the  appointment  of  the  marriage  day!"  Parmanand  was  an  intelligent 
man,  he  took  Mula  and  sat  aside  with  him.  The  matter  was  accomplished.  "Look,  0  Mahata, 
the  lad  is  a  young  man,  and  it  is  heard  that  the  girl  also  is  grown  up  :  give  thou  a  day  for 
the  marriage,  the  Vedis  have  come  from  Talvandl,  and  the  Jhangurs,  the  relatives  of  the  mother 
of  the  lad,  have  come  from  the  Manjha."  Mula  answered:  "0  brother,  be  of  good  cheer!  give 
me  one  year's  delay,  then  having  ascertained  a  good  time  for  the  marriage  I  will  send  you 
word."  Having  said  this  he  dismissed  them  in  a  good  manner  with  honour.  They  re-entered 
Sultanpur  with  great  joy.  Congratulations  began  to  be  made ;  Bebe  Nanaki  called  her  companions 
and  they   sat  down  to   sing.     On  the  fourth   day  they  took   leave. 

Then  Mardana,  the  Dum,  said:  "0  Nanak,  give  me  some  marriage  present  of  thy  own." 
Nanak    replied :    "0    Mardana,    what    wilt    thou    take?     We    have    some    business    with    thee." 
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Mardana  said:  "Sir,  give  me  some  good  thing!"  Nanak  replied:  "Of  a  good  thing  thou 
■wilt  earn  grief."  Mardana  said  :  "  If  thou  wilt  give  me  a  good  thing,  how  shall  I  be  grieved  ?  " 
Nanak  replied:  "0  Mardana,  thou  art  a  Mirasi,1  thou  art  pleased  with  money  and  clothes,  and 
the  future  thing  (the  other  world)  tb»u  dost  not  know."  Mardana  said :  "  0  Nanak,  if  you 
know  a  good  thing,  give  us  that !  "  Nanak  replied  :  "We  have  given  to  thee  the  skill  of  the 
strings,  this  (art)  is  necessary  for  us."  Then  Mardana  rose  and  stood  and  paid  reverence.  Then 
Nanak  took  off  his  coat  from  his  neck,  gave  it  to  him  and  put  it.  on  his  neck,  saying:  "0 
Mardana,  mind  my  word!"  Mardana  said:  "Sir,  command  me!"  "Mardana,  thou  art  the 
Mirasi  of  the  Vedls,  thou  must  not  beg  from  others ! "  Mardana  replied :  "  "Well,  Sir,  I  agree 
to  this,  but  you  must  take  care  of  me!"  Nanak  said:  "Hear,  0  Mardana,  the  creator  takes 
care  of  all." 

Then   all    the   families    took    leave    and    departed,    after   having   met    with   joy    and    comfort. 
Nanak's   conduct  was  the    same   as   of   old;    if   one   came    (to    beg),    he    did  not   send    away   any 
one   empty.     Eumours   were   spread   among    the   people  that   Nanak  will  be   ruined  to-day   or  to- 
morrow.     The  people   came   and  informed  Nanak!   and  Jairam.      Nanaki   said    to  Jairam :    "  Tou 
must  look   out,   (else)   you  may  be  led  astray  by  the  talk  of  the  people."     Jairam  was  pondering 
within,  but  he  did  not  let   out  any  breath.     Then  one.  day  Nanak  said   himself  to   Jairam :    "  0 
brother-in-law,    account    should    be   given    to    the   Government,    many  days    have    passed    (now)." 
Jairam   went  to  the  Navab   and   said :    "  0   Navab,   health !     The   steward  Nanak   says :    '  If  the 
Navab  would  take  account,   it  would  be   well.'"     Navab  Daulat  Khan   said:    "Jairam,  call  thy 
brother-in-law,  the  steward."     Jairam  sent  the  Brahman  Nidha  and  called  him  (saying):  "Nanak, 
bring  the  ledger  and   give   account."      Nanak    was   much   pleased   and   brought  the   ledger.      The 
people  were  filling  the  ears  of  the  Navab  (saying):  "Navab,  health!    The   steward  is  squandering 
the  money   of  the  Navab." 2    Having  come   (Nanak)  saluted  the  Navab.     The  Navab   asked :    "  0 
steward,   what   is.  thy  name?"      Nanak  replied:    "My  name   is  Nanak   Nirankarl."     The  Navab 
said    to  Jairam:    "Jairam,    I    have    understood    nothing,   what    did    the    steward    say?"      Jairam 
satisfied   the  Navab  in  Persian:  "Tou  say,   (he  is)  incomparable,  countless,  without  a   sample,  to 
whom  this   quality  is   applied,   his  servant  I   am."      The   Navab   laughed   and   said:    "Jairam,   is 
Nanak  married?"     Jairam  replied:    "Sir,  he  is  not  married."     Then  the  Navab  said:    "I  under- 
stand now,   if  he  will  be  married,  such  talk  will  not  be  conceived  (by   him)."     Then  the  Navab 
said :    "  Nanak,   I   have  heard   that    thou   art   squandering  my  money ;    dost  thou   not  know  that 
I  am  Daulat   Khan   LodI  ?  "      Nanak   replied:    "Navab,  health!      May  account  be   taken!     "What- 
ever   comes  out  for   the    Navab,   that    will   now  be   paid   and  you    may   take  it,    and    what  will 
come   out  for   (this)   poor   one,    that   you   may   give  him   or  not   give    him,   as   you  please."    The 
Navab    said:    "Jairam,    in  what    manner    does    the    steward    speak?"     Jairam    replied:    "Navab, 
health!     The   steward   is   truthful,  he   is   not   guilty   of  a  crime."     The   Navab   said  then:    "Call 
Jado   Eae  Navi   Sinda!"     Jad5   Eae  Navi   Sinda'  came  and  saluted.     The  Navab   said:    "0  Jado 
Eae,    account  should  be   taken  from  Nanak  in   a  good  manner !  "     Jado  Eae  answered :    "  Navab, 
health!"     He  began  to   make  the   account;    the   account  lasted   five   days   and  five  nights.     Jado 
Eae  Navi   Sinda.  raised  many   difficulties,   but   with  the    Lord   and  with    truth   nothing    could  be 
brought  against  (him) ;    three  hundred  and  twenty-one  Eupees  came  out  as  surplus  for  Nanak  from 
the  side  of  the  Navab.    Jairam  was  happy,  he  came  and  paid  reverence  to  the  Navab.    The  Navab 

1  f>fdl*ft>  a  singer  generally  in   India  (^JA-* ,  an  adjective  formed  from  i^)y,  PI-  °f  &/*)', 
they  are  Musalmans  arid  attach  themselves  also  to  Hindu  families,  from  which  they  get  some  allowance. 

2  It  is  clearly   seen  from  these  words  that  the  reason  for  giving  account  was  very  different  from  that 
stated  aboye,  where  Nanak  is  said  to  have  asked  it  himself. 
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said:  "How  is  it,  Jairam,  is  the  account  made  up?"  Jairam  replied:  "Health,  0  Navab !  it 
is  made  up."  The  Navab  said:  "How  has  it  turned  out?"  Jairam  replied:  "Health,  0  Navab, 
call  Jado  Eae!"  Jado  Eae  was  called;  having  come  he  paid  reverence  to  the  Navab.  The 
Navab  said:  "Has  the  account  been  taken?  and  how  has  it  turned  out?"  Jado  Eae  replied: 
"Navab,  health!  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  Eupees  have  come  out  as  surplus  to  Nanak." 
The  Navab  said:  "What,  ours  or  his?"  Jado  Eae  replied:  "Of  Nanak,  they  are  due  to  Nanak 
on  the  part  of  the  Government."  Then  the  Navab  said :  "  The  people  were  saying  that  Nanak 
is  squandering  the  money."  Then  Jairam  said:  "0  Navab,  health!  the  people  are  bearing 
much  spite."  The  Navab  said:  "Call  the  treasurer  Bhavanl-das!"  The  treasurer  was  called, 
came  and  saluted.  The  Navab  said:  "Bhavanl-das,  the  money  that  is  due  to  Nanak,  give 
him  now!  and  give  him  three  thousand  Eupees  in  addition."  Bhavanl-das  replied:  "Very 
well,  health,  0  Nanak ! "  Bhavanl-das  gave  him  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  Eupees 
and  three  thousand  Eupees  in  addition.  Nanak  took  the  bags  and  came  home;  some  of  them 
he  took  to  his  shop,  but  the  most  of  them  he  placed  with  his  sister.  Afterwards  Jairam  came 
very  happy.  Nanaki  asked:  "How  did  the  account  turn  out?"  Jairam  said:  "0  beloved  of 
God,  I  am  quite  astonished.  I  was  thinking  that  Nanak  was  openly  squandering  the  money, 
and  now,  that  the  account  is  being  made,  comes  out  on  the  contrary  a  surplus  for  him." 
Nanaki  said:  "What  surplus  has  to-day  come  out?"  Jairam  replied:  "A  surplus  of  three 
hundred   and  twenty-one   Eupees   after   eating,   drinking   and  giving   away."] 

(14). 
Marriage  of  Nanak,  which  turns  out  unhappy. 

[In  Samvat  1545,  for  the  seventh  of  the  light  half  of  (the  month  of)  Har,  the  marriage 
day  was  written.  Nanaki  made  congratulations  in  the  house  and  by  the  hand  of  the  Brahman 
Nidha  a  letter  was  sent,  sprinkled  with  saffron.  Sweetmeats  and  Cardamom  seeds  and  five 
Eupees  in  cash  were  sent  to  Talvandl  to  the  house  of  Kalu.  In  the  house  of  Kalu,  the  Vedl, 
they  commenced  to  rejoice  and  to  make  congratulations.  Kalu  sent  a  man  to  his  father-in-law's 
family  in  the  Manjha;  there  also  congratulations  were  made;  they  began  to  divide  fruits  (among 
their  friends).  Kalu  went  to  Eae  Bular :  "0  Eae,  be  blessed!"  The  Eae  said:  "Kalu,  what 
(is  the  matter)?"  Kalu  replied:  "The  day  fixed  for  the  marriage  of  thy  slave1  Nanak  has 
come  (to  us)."  The  Eae  said:  "Kalu,  don't  call  Nanak  again  our  slave,  we  shall  be  grieved 
thereby."     Kalu   replied:    "Well,    Sir,    politeness  becomes  us," 2 

Who  went  to  the  wedding?  Kalii,  LalQ,  Parasram,  the  son  of  Lalu,  Nandlal,  Indrasain, 
Phiranda,  Jagatrae,  Lolcand,  Jagsltmall,  Jadmall;  all  the  Vedls  were  ready.  When  the  first  day 
of  (the  month  of)  Bhado  had  risen,  seven  days  passed,  then  they  started  from  Talvandl.  Prom 
the  Manjha  came  Eama,  the  maternal  grandfather,  and  Kisna,  the  (maternal)  uncle,  and  two 
other  companions  with  them.  When  they  had  arrived  at  Sultanpur,  the  beginning  was  made  -in 
the  house  of  Parmanand  and  Jairam,  the  Palta.  When  yet  five  days  remained  for  the  appointed 
day  of  the  marriage,  they  started  from  Sultanpur.  Having  come  to  the  twenty-second  resting- 
place,3  they  stopped  and  alighted  in  a  garden.  Parmanand,  the  Palta,  the  father  of  Jairam,  sent 
the  Brahman  Nidha,  (saying  to  him):  "Go  and  inform  Mula,  (that)  the  marriage  company  of 
the  Vedls  has  come,  let  it  be  known  to  you."  Nidha  went  and  informed  Mula,  the  Cona,  he 
gave   him  a  benediction   and  said:    "0   patron,   be   happy!"     Mula.   said:     "0   Pandit,    reverence 

1  The  Lahore  edition  has  struck  out  the  word  Sm\^{,  which  all  MSS.  have,  and  substituted  in  its 
place  1^,  son. 

2  We  drop  here  some  other  complimentary  words.  3  JTTJT  s.m.  rest,  resting-place. 
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(to  thee) ! "  Nidha  said :  "  0  patron,  the  marriage  company  of  the  Vedls  has  alighted  in  a 
garden,  in  order  to  inform  you  Bhal  Parmanand  has  sent  me."  Mula  replied:  "It  is  well." 
Then  Mula  went  and  assembled  his  own  brothers  and  relatives;  he  went  to  Hita,  the  Badhava, 
and  said:  "0  Caudharl,1  the  marriage*  company  of  the  Vedls  has  come."  Hita,  the  Badhava, 
said:  "0  son  Ajita,  go  with  Mula;  whatever  Mula  says,  give  that  supply!  "Whatever  vessels, 
clothes,  people,  he  may  desire,  that  give,  and  remain  thou  thyself  also  with  him!  My  body, 
0  Mula,  is  old,  else  I  would  be  myself  with  thee."  "Well,  Caudharl,  what  your  order  is,  that 
is  •  yourself."  "  Mula,  good  people  have  come  to  thy  house,  have  an  eye  on  (thy)  honour,  and 
restrain  thy  tongue,  this  is  what  I  have  to  say.  I  have  heard  that  Kalu,  the  Patvarl  of  the 
Bhattis,  is  foul-tongued,  and  thou  also  hast  a  sharp  tongue.  But  well,  among  them  Parmanand 
and  Jairam  are  called  good  men,  therefore  from  thy  own  part  politeness  must  be  shown  (to 
them)."  Mula.  replied:  "Well,  Caudhari,  you  are  our  refuge  and  asylum  and  the  Lord  also  is 
our  support."  "Well,  Mula,  go,  mind  my  order."  Then  Mula  having  assembled  the  head  men  of 
the  caste  sent  excellent  food;  Ajita,  the  Bandhava,  was  with  them,  much  honour  and  politeness 
was  shown  (to  them).  At  night  the  marriage  company  (of  the  Vedis)  rose  and  entered  (the 
village)  with  fine  music,  inside  much  honour  was  shown  (to  them).  When  one  watch  and  a 
quarter  of  the  night  had  passed,  the  (four)  circuits  (round  the  marriage  fire)  took  place.  "This, 
which  I  am  telling,  0  Guru,  I  have  seen  with  my  own  eyes,  I  was  present  and  speak  as  an 
eye-witness."  Guru  Angad  having  heard  some  words  became  happy  and  began  to  weep  in  love. 
"When  the  time  of  the  circuits  (round  the  fire)  came,  Nanak  said:  'Bhal  Bala,  remain  thou 
with  me.'  0  Guru,  whatever  was  Nanak's  secret  expense,  that  was  with  me.  I  said :  '  Well, 
Sir,  I  will  remain  with  you.'  0  Guru,  it  was  a  good  enjoyment.  Three  days  the  marriage 
company  remained,  on  the  fourth  day  it  took  leave.  Having  taken  the  Doll  (with  the  young 
wife)  they  came  to  Sultanpur.  Kalii  and  Laid  said,  that  the  lad  and  his  wife  should  go  to 
their  own  house  and  Nanak  said :  '  I  will  remain  here.'  Nanaki  and  Jairam  said,  they  should 
remain  here,  for  who  would  attend  to  the  business  of  the  commissariat  ?  Then  Kalii  said :  '  0 
daughter  Nanaki,  thy  mother  sits  (at  home)  full  of  expectation,  she  also  is  longing  for  comfort.' 
This  contention  was  going  on,  when  Mula.  came.  When  Mula  heard  of  it,  he  said,  that  the 
lad  and  the  girl  should  remain  here,  they  should  not  be  sent  to  Talvandl.  This  strife  was  going 
on  for  several  days,  then  Parmanand  said :  '  Mula,,2  this  is  now  the  first  time,  the  mother  of 
the  lad  is  also  full  of  expectation  and  desire,  let  them  go  to  their  own  house,  then  having 
returned  they   shall  remain  here,  the  business  of  the   commissariat  is  here.' 

"Nanaki  and  the  mother,  the  Con!,3  and  all  the  other  marriage  company  that  had  come 
from  TalvandT,  went  with  the  Doll  of  the  mother,  the  ConI;  Nanak  (also)  went  to  Talvandl 
and  left   the   commissariat  to   me. 

"JNanak  returned  again  to  Sultanpur  and  took  the  mother,  the  ConI,  to  her  father  Mula's 
house,  then  he  went  to  the  commissariat  and  sat  down  there  and  commenced  his  work.  As  the 
custom  of  Guru  !Nanak  was,  so  it  continued  to  be.  He  showed  little  affection  to  his  wife  and 
the  mother,  the  ConI,  became  (in  consequence  thereof)  angry,  the  conduct  of  the  Guru  did  not 
please  her,  the  Guru  did  not  apply  her  to  his  mouth  (i.e.  he  did  not  kiss  her).  Two  months 
passed  and  he   did  not  enter  the  house. 

1  tlOMcfl)  the  head  officer  of  a  village. 

2  In  other  MSS.  he  is  also  called  JJ55  \3?  Mulcand,  cand  being  an  epithet  frequently  added  to  the  names 
of  Khatris. 

3  3TT3T  ^33^>  'he  mother,  the  Com,  i.e.  Nanak's  wife.  As  soon  as  a  girl  is  married,  her  proper  name 
is  dropped  and  she  is  only  called  by  the  name  of  her  family.  Nanak's  wife  was  of  the  Cona  family  and  she  is 
therefore  only  called  by  that  name ;  her  maiden  name  was  Sulakhani_(irS5V(^Y)  ;  see  p.  lxviii,  1.  5. 
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"When  Mula  came  to  see  his  daughter,  she  said  to  him:  '0  father,  where  hast  thou  given 
me  away?  This  one  is  feeding  the  people  and  does  not  at  all  care  for  his  house.'  Mula  went 
to  Jairam,  made  a  great  row  and  said:  'Having  obtained  my  daughter  thou  hast  drowned  her!' 
And  to  Nanak  he  said:  '0  thou,  whence  hast  thou  been  born?'  But  Nanak  did  not  speak 
at  all.  The  name  of  the  mother,  the  Com,  was  Sulakhani,  and  because  she  came  to  the  house 
of  the  Guru,  she  was  called  the  mother,  the  C5ni.  They  made  continually  altercations  and  months 
on  months  passed  in  squabbles.  The  name  of  the  mother-in-law  of  Nanak  was  Candorani. 
Candorani  came  to  her  daughter  and  the  daughter  began  to  weep  before  her  mother.  Candoranl 
became  very  angry  and  went  to  Bebe  Nanaki  and  began  to  quarrel  with  her.  She  said:  'How 
so?  Tou  begin  to  govern  thus,  that  you  ruin  other  people's  daughters?  You  have  no  fear  of 
God,  thou  dost  not  admonish  thy  brother,  thou  dost  not  consider  thy  sister-in-law  as  one  (with 
thee),  thou  dost  not  look  after  thy  sister-in-law  !  Neither  does  thy  husband  admonish  his  brother- 
in-law,  tell  me,  what  you  have  in  your  mind  ? '  Bebe  Nanaki  replied :  '  Hear,  0  aunt,  how 
shall  I  admonish  my  brother?  My  brother  is  no  thief,  nor  adulterer,  nor  gambler,  he  is  not 
committing  any  wickedness,  this  is  (all),  that  he  is  giving  alms  to  the  naked  and  hungry;  with 
what   one   earns    oneself,    one    may  do   what    one    pleases.      Then    you   may  reproach  him,    when 

your  daughter  remains  hungry  or  naked.' Candorani  remained  silent,  she  could  not  say 

anything.  She  came  back  to  her  daughter  and  said :  '  0  daughter,  thy  sister-in-law  has  put  me 
quite  to  shame,  I  could  not  give  her  any  answer;  0  daughter,  behave  thou  also  a  little  humbly.' 
Sulakhani  replied :  '  0  mother,  I  am  not  hungry  nor  naked,  jewels,  clothes,  food,  all  this  I 
have.'  'But  daughter,  if  thou  hast  all  this,  why  art  thou  giving  a  bad  name  to  the  son  of  a 
Khatri  ? '  She  said :  '  0  mother,  what  shall  I  do  ?  He  is  not  applying  me  to  his  mouth,  he 
does  not  speak  to  me  face  to  face,  what  shall  I  do,  to  whom  shall  I  speak  ? '  Candorani  went 
then  again  to  Bebe  Nanaki  and  commenced  to  say :  '  0  daughter,  I  have  much  admonished  thy 
sister-in-law ;  she  admits,  that  she  is  not  hungry  nor  naked,  but  she  says  that  he  does  not 
speak  to  her  face  to  face,  nor  apply  her  to  his  mouth:  what  shall  I  do  ? '     Bebe  Nanaki  replied: 

'  0   aunt,   the  manner  of  my  sister-in-law  is  rough, but  she  herself  will  become  discreet.' 

'Well,  daughter  Nanaki,  there  is  no  question  of  any  want,  but  consider  thou  thyself:  what  is 
the  custom  of  the  women,  that  also  is  desired.'  Bebe  Nanaki  replied  :  '  Thou  art  right,  the 
Lord  will  make  it  well;  comfort  her  and  admonish  her  also,  that  she  should  walk  according 
to  his  word,  that  she  should  be  gentle  and  give  up  roughness.  Thou  also  knowest,  0  aunt,  *  * 
that  I  am  taking  care  of  my  brother  and  I  do  not  consider  Nanak  as  my  brother,  I  consider 
Nanak  as  the  Lord;  put  thou  true  faith  in  him!  We  are  so  afraid  of  Hanak,  that  we  dare 
not   say   a  word  to   him,    for  Nanak   is  a   Faqir.'     Candoranl   went  then   home."] 

(15). 
NanaVs   two  sons  are   born.     Me   quits    the   commissariat. 

Guru  rTanak  carried  on  the  commissariat  and  satisfied  everybody,  he  commenced  also  to  come 
to  his  own  house.  When  he  had  become  thirty-two  years  of  age,  a  son  was  born  in  the  house 
of  the  Guru,  the  turning  pin  of  the  world ;  the  name  of  Sirl  <5and  was  given  to  him.  When 
Sirl   Cand   was  four  years   of  age,   Lakhmi-das,    the   gentleman,  was   in   the   womb. 

The   Guru  was   sitting    in    the    commissariat,   when    one   day  a    man   of  the    Govind  people1 

1  The  expression  is :  f^rq  3rf^?  &7;  the  verb  referring  to  it  is  throughout  kept  in  the  Sing.,  so  that  it 
cannot  be  translated  by :  some  people  of  Govind.  fa?  JT^  &7  stands  therefore  for  flR  atfrf^  ^t  7T> 
&?  being  in  Panjabi  also  used  in  the  sense  of  "  man  "  (Sing.).  The  Govind  15k  were  a  sect  of  Faqirs.  See : 
Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  268. 
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appeared  to  him  in  a  Turkish  garb.  Guru  Nanak  said  :  "  Sir,  sit  down."  Then  that  Govind 
man  sat  down  and  said :  "  0  servant  of  God,  what  pain  hast  thou  ? "  Nanak  replied  :  "  Sir, 
I  have  no  pain  whatever."  The  Govind  man  continued  to  say:  "Why  has  thy  colour  become 
yellow?"  Nanak  replied:  "Sir,  I  am  'the  son  of  a  Khatri,  without  bathing  I  do  not  eat.  Four 
watches  pass  while  I  am  sitting  (in  the  commissariat);  when  two  Gharis  (  =  forty-eight  minutes) 
of  the  day  are  as  yet  remaining,  then,  having  bathed,  I  put  a  morsel  into  my  mouth."  The 
G5vind  man  answered  to  Nanak:  "0  brother,  all  is  present  with  thee:  rise  thou  early  in  the 
morning,  dip  in  the  canal  and  sit  then  in  the  commissariat  after  having  put  some  Ghi,  molasses 
and  some  raw  grains  of  corn  into  thy  mouth,  then  thy  liver  will  remain  green,  it  will  not 
wither  away."  Nanak  took  up  this  custom.  When  six  months  had  (thus)  passed,  Nanak  dived 
in  the  canal  and  was  lost.  After  his  servant  had  waited  (for  some  time)  he  rose  and  came 
and  informed  the  Navab.  The  fishermen  began  to  search  for  him,  but  became  tired  of  it;  they 
threw  in  also  a  large  net,  but  did  not  get  him.  Then  in  the  commissariat  and  in  the  public 
office  the  noise  was  made,  that  Nanak,  the  Vedi,  had  been  lost.  Some  said  this,  some  that. 
Some  said:  "He  has  squandered  the  money  of  the  Government,  for  he  was  feeding  the  Faqirs." 
Three  days  and  nights  he  was  lost.  On  the  third  day  Nanak  came  out  of  the  canal.  When 
he  had  come  out,  the  noise  arose  that  Nanak  is  sitting  among  the  Faqirs.  The  people  said : 
"A  demon  has  seized  Nanak,  the  steward.  Daulat  Khan  Lodi  seized  Jairam  and  said:  "Nanak, 
thy  brother-in-law,  was  my  steward,  answer  thou  for  my  money."  Jairam  went  to  Nanak  and 
said:  "Nanak,  Daulat  Khan  the  Navab  demands  account,  go  and  give  it!"  Nanak  rose  and 
went  with  him  and  gave  the  account,  760  Rupees  came  out  as  surplus  to  Nanak.  Daulat  Khan 
was  informed  that  760  Rupees  came  out  as.  due  to  Nanak  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
Daulat  Khan  said  again :  "  0  Nanak,  sit  down  in  the  commissariat,  what  is  thy  own  bill, 
settle  that  and  take  it  and  go  on  with  the  business  of  the  commissariat."  Nanak  replied : 
"  0  Navab,  this  money  is  of  no  use  to  me,  this  money  belongs  to  God,  feed  the  Faqirs  with 
this  money."  Nanak  got  discharged  and  did  not  enter  his  house,  he  remained  outside.  Mula, 
his  father-in-law,   burnt   and  became  hot  like   coals. 

On  the  third  month  (after)  Lakhmi-das  was  horn  in  the  house  of  Guru  Nanak.  Mula,  the 
Cona,  his  father-in-law,  was  a  votary  of  the  Pandit  Sama;  he  went  to  him  and  wept:  "Look, 
Sir,  Nanak   is  neither  doing  any  business  nor  does  he   go  anywhere;    I  am  very  much  afflicted." 

(17).1- 

Mala,   his  father-in-law,  complains  against  Nanalt  and  declares  him  mad.     Nanak  proves   that 
he  is  in  his  senses.     The  prayers  in  the  mosque. 

Then  Mula  the  Cona,  went  to  the  Navab  and  complained.  The  Navab  Daulat  Khan  said : 
"  0  Tar  Khan,  who  is  this  man,  of  whom  does  he  complain  ? "  Tar  Khan  asked  Mula : 
"Who  art  thou  and  of  whom  dost  thou  complain?"  Mula  answered:  "Sir,  I  am  the  father- 
in-law  of  Nanak,  the  steward,  and  I  complain  of  Nanak."  Tar  Khan  told  it  to  the  Navab.  The 
Navab  said :  "  Bring  him  here ! "  Tar  Khan  brought  Mula:  and  the  Navab  asked  him  :  "  Why 
art  thou  complaining  of  Nanak  ? "  Mula  said :  "  Navab,  health !  The  760  Rupees,  which  came 
out  as  due  to  Nanak,  should  go  to  the  wife  of  Nanak."  The  Navab  said:  "0  Mula,  Nanak 
is  saying,  that  they  should  be  given  to  the  Faqirs."  Mula  answered :  "  Navab,  health !  Nanak 
has  become  mad."  The  Navab  said:  "These  have  a  just  claim.  A.pply  to  Nanak  a  Mulla! 
If  he  has   not  become   mad,  then   give  the   money   to  the  Faqirs ! "     Then  the  Mulla  commenced 

1  In  the  sixteenth  Sakhi  it  is  related  that  the  admonitions  of  the  Pand,it  Sanaa  made  no  impression  on  Nanak. 
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to  make  incantations   to   Nanak,  but  Nanak  remained  absorbed  (in  thought).     "When  the  smell  of 
the  burnt  roll  of  candlewick  went  into  the  nose  of  Nanak,   he   said: 

Sidle. 

Whose  field  is  wasted,  what  need  have  they  of  a  threshing-floor  ? 
0  Nanak,  woe  to  their  life,  who  write  and  sell  the  name ! 

The  Mulla,  said  further:    "Who  art  thou?   tell  me  thy  name!"     Then  Nanak  uttered  a  Sabd  in 
the  Bag  Maru,   Mahala  I.   [there  follow   four  verses].1      The   Mulla   became   comforted  and  began 
to  praise   (him).      Having   come  the  Mulla   said  to  the   Navab:    "  Navab,    health!    Nanak   is  not 
mad,  with  him  some  saint  has  met,  he  is  in  his  senses."     The  Navab  said  then:  "Call  Jairam!" 
Jairam  was  called.     The  Navab  said:  "Jairam,  what  shall  be  done?    We  cannot  keep  the  money 
of  Nanak,   and  Nanak  has   said  that  it  should  be  given   to   the  Paqlrs.      His   father-in-law  com- 
plains against  him  (saying) :    '  We  know,  that  Nanak   has   become   mad,'  and  the  Mulla  says  that 
Nanak  is  in  his   senses.     Speak  thou !    what  thou  sayest,  that  we  will   do.' "      Jairam   was  very 
much  afraid  of  Nanak,  he  remained  therefore  silent.      The  Navab  said  again:    "Jairam,  why  dost 
thou  not   give   an  answer?"     Jairam   replied:    "Navab,   health!     The   Navab   understands   every- 
thing (better  than  I);    what  shall  I  answer?"      The   Navab   said:    "Jairam,    (his)    wife  has  also 
a  right."     Jairam   replied:   "Nanak  is   also   present,   he   is   not   gone   far   off."      Then  the  Navab 
said:    "Call   Nanak!"      A  man    went  to    call    Nanak,    but    Nanak    did    not    come.      The    man 
returned  and  said   to  the   Navab :    "  Sir,  he   does  not  come."      The   Navab   Daulat  Khan  became 
angry  and   said:    "Seize   and    bring    him!"      The   man   went  again   and   said:     "0   Nanak,   the 
Navab  has  become  very  angry."     Then  Nanak  rose  and  came  and  stood  before  the  Navab,  he  made 
his    salam    (to  him).      The    Navab    got    angry  and   said:    "Nanak,  why   didst    thou   not  come?" 
Nanak  replied:    "Hear,  0  Navab!    when  I  was  thy  servant,   I  came  to  thee,  now  I  am  not  thy 
servant,  now  I  have  become  the  servant  of   God."      The  Navab  said  then :   "  If  thou  hast  become 
such  a  one,  then  go  with  me  and  say  prayers!    it  is  Friday  to-day."     Nanak  said:    "Go,  Sir!" 
The  Navab,  the  KazI,  Nanak  and  many  innumerable  people  went  together  and  stood  in  the  great 
mosque.      As  many  people   as   were  in    the  mosque,   they   all    began   to   say  in   their  place,  that 
Nanak  has  to-day  come   over  to  this   side,  and  among  all  the  respectable  Hindus  in  Sultanpur  a 
noise  was  made.     Jairam  was  much   grieved   and  went  home.      When  Nanaki   saw   that  her  lord 
was   much    grieved,    she    rose    and   said:    "What   is   the   matter  to-day,   that  thou  hast  come  so 
grieved?"     Jairam  replied:    "Hear,  0  servant  of  God,  what  thy  brother  Nanak  has  done!    he  is 
gone  with  the  Navab  to  the  great  mosque  to  say  prayers !    and  in  the  whole  town,  among  Hindus 
and  Musalmans,  a  noise  is  made,  that  to-day  Nanak  is  coming  over  to  this  side ;  why  should  I  not 
be  grieved  ? "     Nanaki  said :   "  Compose  thy  mind,  rise  and  eat  food !    do   not  be  in  anxiety  about 
Nanak!   Nanak,  my  brother,  is  under  his  {i.e.  God's)  strong  protection,  no  one  is  able  to  look  towards 
Nanak  with  a  bad   eye ;   rise  thou  and  eat  with  joy ! "     Whilst  they  were  talking  thus,   a  noise 
arose.     Jairam  had  left  Nidha,  the  Brahman,  as  a  spy;  he  came  and  congratulated  Jairam,  (saying): 
"0  patron,  comfort  and  joy  set  in!    no  apprehension  is  to  be  made!"     Jairam  and  Nanaki  began 
to  ask  Nidha:    "  Tell,   Nidha,   how  has  it  happened?"     Nidha    said:    "I   was  not  within  (the 
mosque),  but  I  have  heard  it  from  the  mouth  of  the  Turks,  that  the  Navab  made  his  prayer  and 
that  Nanak  remained   standing.      When  the   Navab   had  finished   his   prayer,  he   began  to  say  to 
Nanak :    '  0  Nanak,  thou  hadst  come  to  make   prayers,  why  didst  thou  not  say  them  ? '      Nanak 
replied:     'With  whom    shaU    I    make   prayers?'      The   Navab   said:    'Thou  shouldst  have   made 
them   with  us.'      Nanak   replied:    'Thou  hadst  gone   to   Kandahar  in   order   to   buy   horses,  with 

1  See  Rag  Maru,  Mali.  I.  Sabd  7. 


JANAM-SAKHI  OF  BABA  NANAK.     B.  Jxxi 

■whom  shall  I  pray?'  Daulat  Khan  said:  '0  Nanak,  thou  art  telling  so  much  falsehood,  I  am 
standing  here.'  Nanak  replied:  'Hear,  0  Khan,  thy  body  was  standing  here,  and  he  who 
was  saying  the  prayers  had  gone  to  Kandahar  to  buy  horses.'  Then  the  KazI  said:  'Navab, 
health !  how  much  falsehood  is  the  Hrhdii  telling ! '  The  Navab  replied :  '  0  KazI,  Nanak  is 
truthful.  At  the  time  of  bowing  down  my  spirit  had  gone  to  Kandahar  for  the  sake  of  horses.' 
Again  the  KazI  made  a  calumny  (saying) :  '  Hear,  0  Khan !  we  surely  had  not  gone,  he  should 
have  said  prayers  with  us ! '  Then  the  Navab  said :  '  Nanak  thou  shouldst  have  prayed  with 
the  KazI ! '  Nanak  replied :  '  0  Navab,  the  KazI  had  gone  to  his  house  to  take  care  of  a  colt, 
"perhaps  my  colt  may  be  falling  into  the  pit."  '  " 

Then  both  believed.1  "  So,  0  brother,  I  have  heard."  Nanakl  said  again :  "  0  Misr,  where 
hast  thou  left  Nanak?"  Nidha  replied:  "I  have  left  him  there."  Jairam  began  to  quarrel 
with  Nidha:  "If  thou  hadst  stood  there  for  one  hour,  Nanak  would  have  come  out  and  thou 
wouldst  have  met  with  him."  Nidha  replied :  "  Sir,  he  was  in  the  mosque,  and  all  the  people 
that  were  there,  returned  to  their  houses,  but  he  did  not  come  into  my  sight,  who  knows  where 
he  is  gone?"  NanakI  comforted  Jairam:  "Be  thou  not  anxious  at  all,  Nanak  is  coming  now." 
In  the  meanwhile  Nanak  came  to  Jairam' s  house.  The  slave-girl  Tulsa  cried  from  below: 
"Mistress,  your  brother  has  come!"  Jairam  became  very  happy  and  began  to  ask  Nanak: 
"0  brother  Nanak,  how  did  the  mentioned  affair  happen?  tell  thy  own  story,  what  is  heard  from 
thy  own  .mouth,  that  is  genuine  information."  Nanak  said :  "  0  brother-in-law !  Daulat  Khan 
and  the  KazI  began  to  say  their  prayers,  we  remained  standing  by.  "When  he  (the  Khan)  had 
finished  his  prayers,  he  began  to  say :  '  0  Nanak,  hast  thou  come  to  say ,  prayers  or  to  stand  here, 
thou  hast  not  said  prayers.'      "We  replied : 

The  forehead  he  knocks  on  the  ground,  the  heart  rises  to  heaven, 
Daulat  Khan,  the  Pathan,  buying  horses  in  Kandahar. 

The  Naviib  said:  'I  have  not  understood  it,  what  didst  thou  say?'  I  said  again:  'Thou  hadst 
gone  to  Kandahar  to  buy  horses,  how  should  I  have  made  prayers?'  The  KazI  said  then;  'Look, 
0  Khan,  how  much  falsehood  the  Hindu  is  telling ! '  The  Khan  replied  :  '  0  KazI,  the  Hindu 
is  truthful.  At  the  time,  we  were  making  the  bows  (in  prayers),  our  heart  had  gone  to  Kandahar 
for  the  sake  of  horses.'  Then  the  KazI  said :  '  "We  indeed  had  not  gone  anywhere,  he  should 
have  said  (prayers)  with  us,'  I  replied  to  the  KazI :  '  In  (thy)  courtyard  a  pit  was  dug,  while 
bowing  down  on  the  ground  (thy)  spirit  was  with  (thy)  colt.'  The  Navab  said :  '  0  Nanak, 
why  art  thou  saying  this  ? '  I  replied :  '  The  mare  of  the  KazI  had  brought  forth  a  colt,  and 
in  his  courtyard  is  a  pit;  when  the  KazI  made  his  bowings,  his  spirit  was  dwelling  on  the  colt, 
"perhaps  the  colt  may  fall  into  the  pit  and  die.'"  This  I  said;  then  Daulat  Khan  laughed: 
'  Now,  KazI,  what  does  Nanak  say  ?  speak  the  truth ! '  The  KazI  began  to  say :  '  0  Khan, 
the  matter  is  indeed  so.'  Then  the  Navab  said  to  the  KazI:  'Nanak  is  a  perfect  Faqlr.2  Now 
not  a  word  can  be  said  against  him.'  The  Navab  said  further :  '  Hear,  Nanak,  thy  money  I 
cannot,  keep  and  thy  father-in-law  has  brought  a  complaint  against  thee,  that  it  is  the  right  of 
(thy)  wife,  and  thou  hadst  said,  that  I  should  give  it  to  the  Faqlrs,  say  now,  to  whom  shall  I 
give  the  money?'  I  replied  to  the  Navab:  'I  have  told  thee,  know  thou,  (what  is  further  to 
be  done) ! '  The  Navab  said :  '  Hear,  Nanak ; .  the  one  half  of  thy  money  we  will  give  to  thy 
wife  and  the  other  half  to  the  Faqlrs,  give  thou  it  with  thy  own  hands ! '  I  replied :  '  "We 
know  nothing  at  all,  know  thou ! '    This  word  we  have  spoken,  whether  it  please  thee,  0  brother- 

1  Here  the  Lahore  edition  adds  (against  all  the  other  MSS.) :  Both  fell  at  his  feet  and  said  :  "  Sir,  thou 
thyself  art  indeed  God." 

2  The  Lahore  edition  has  here  again :  25TJ57  3"  *HTV  WT  ?L  Nanak  indeed  is  himself  God. 
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in-law,  or  displease  thee !  "  Jairam  said :  "  What  is  done  by  thee,  that  is  done."  Then  Nanak 
and  Jairam  took  their  food,  and  having  eaten  they  sat  down.  Afterwards  Mula.  and  CandoranI 
came  in.  Before  Mula  and  Sama,  the  Pandit,  had  been  quarrelling.  Now  CandoranI,  the  mother- 
in-law,  came;  having  seen  Nanak  she  pealed  like  thunder  and  began  to  say:  "Hear,  Nanak, 
for  this  purpose  thou  hast  married,  that  having  increased  the  family  thou  leavest  it  and  runnest 
away?"  So  she  went  on  chatting.  .  .  .  Mula  did  not  again  give  up  his  daughter.  Lakhmi-das 
was  as  yet  on  the  haunch  {i.e.  a  baby)  and  Siri  Cand  was  four  years  and  three-quarters  old. 

(18). 

Nanak   leaves   his  family,    which   is   broken   up. 

[Nanak  then  went  away  from  Sultanpur  and  remained  outside  (of  it  in  the  jungle);  he  did 
not  come  (any  longer)  to  the  house  of  his  wife.  CandoranI  and  Mula,  did  not  give  up  their 
daughter;  prating  on  he  {i.e.  Mula)  made  much  altercation.  At  last  the  matter  was  settled  thus. 
Bebe  NanakI  said :  "  Well,  aunt,  Siri  Cand  shall  remain  with  me,  and  my  sister-in-law  and 
Lakhmi-das  you  take  with  you.  If  there  should  be  any  question  about  property  and  if  my 
Bister-in-law  should  become  excited  about  anything,  we  will  make  a  present  of  it  to  her;  we 
cannot  struggle  with  the  Lord."  Then  Cand5ra.nl  and  Mula  took  their  daughter  and  grandson 
with  them '] 

(84). 

Nanak  returns   to   Talvandi. 

Then  Guru  Nanak  and  Bala  came  to  Talvandi ;  his  uncle  Lalu  met  with  him  and  said :  "  My 
brother  Kalu  is  departed  and  my  lady  sister-in-law  is  also  departed,  thou  art  my  arm,  remain 
now  with  me !  what  thou  sayst,  that  I  will  do ! "  Guru  Nanak  replied :  "  0  uncle  Lalu,  we  also 
must  go,  we  cannot  remain."  Then  uncle  Lalu  said  again:  "Well,  Sir,  what  thou  wilt  say, 
that  we  must  mind."     Guru  Nanak  remained  there  fifteen  days. 

(85). 

Nanak  joins  his  wife   at  Pakho.     Questions   about   the  succession   in   the    Guruship. 

Then  Guru  Nanak  and  Bala,  came  to  (the  village)  of  Pakho,  the  Badhava,  and  began  to 
remain  there.2  One  day  the  mother,  the  C5nl,  said:  "Bhal  Bala,  let  now  the  ascetic  stop  (here), 
he  has  wandered  enough  about."  Bala  replied :  "  Well,  madam ! "  Bhal  Bala  said  then  to  Guru 
Nanak:  "Sir!  give  me  now  leave!"  Guru  Nanak  replied:  "Bhal  Bala,  where  we  remain, 
there  remain  thou  also!"  Bala  said:  "Sir,  going  and  remaining  depends  on  the  Lord,  but,  Sir, 
who  will  be  after  thee  (thy  successor)  ? "  Guru  Nanak  replied :  "  Bhal  Bala,  afterwards  Lahana, 
the  Khatri,  the  son  of  Pherii,  the  Tihan  Khatrl,  will  meet  with  us,  he  will  remain  after  me 
(as  Guru)."  Bala,  asked  again:  "0  Guru,  will  he  also  be  a  good  man?"  Guru  Nanak  replied: 
"Bhal  Bala,  he  will  be  like  me."  Bala,  asked  again:  "Sir,  what  about  his  honour  Siri  Cand?" 
The  Guru  replied:  "Bhal  Bala,  he  will  not  be  in  want  of  bread  and  clothes,  they  will  follow 
him,  but  that  thing  {i.e.  the  Guruship)  belongs  to  Lahana."  Then  Bala  took  leave  and  went 
to  Talvandi. 

1  We  break  off  here  and  give  the  conclusion  of  the  life  of  Nanak.  The  intermediate  wanderings  of 
Nanak,  as  related  here,  have  very  little  in  common  with  the  original  compilation  and  are  full  of  wonderful  stories, 
which  bear  the  stamp  of  invention  on  their  front.     We  pass  them  over  as  irrelevant  to  our  object  in  view. 

2  The  home  of  Nanak's  wife,  where  she  had  been  staying  in  the  house  of  her  parents  since  her  separation 
from  her  husband. 
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(86). 
JBala  presses  Angad  to   tell  him   how   he   became  Nanak's   disciple   and  successor. 

Then  Bala  said:  "Hear,  0  Guru  (Angad)!  between  Guru  Nanak  and  thee  there  is  no 
difference  whatever !  and  till  here  I  have  information  about  the  Guru ;  what  I  have  seen  with 
my  own  eyes,  that  I  have  dictated.  Of  what  follows  I  have  no  knowledge."  Then  Guru  Angad 
said :  "  Bhal  Bala,  thou  hast  given  us  a  sight  of  Guru  Nanak,  the  creator  is  merciful  to  thee." 
Bala,  replied :  "  Sir,  thou  hast  taken  from  me  the  whole  account,  give  me  now,  Sir,  thy  own 
story,  how  did  it  happen  with  thee?"  Guru  Angad  replied:  "Take  my  account,  0  Bhal  Bala! 
thus  it  happened  with  us.  "We  had  gone  to  Kangra  with  the  family  (wife)  to  worship  the  Devi. 
We  had  heard  before,  that  one  Nanak,  a  "Vedi  Khatri,  had  become  an  ascetic  and  was  staying 
there.  "We  said :  '  As  we  have  come  here,  we  will  also  have  an  interview  with  him.'  "We  went  out 
and  had  an  interview  with  him  and  every  hair  of  us  became  cool.  The  Guru  asked  us :  '  How,  brother, 
what  is  thy  name  ?  whence  art  thou,  0  brother  disciple  ? '  I  answered :  '  0  Guru,  there  is  a  village  of 
the  jungle,  there  we  dwell  and  my  name  is  Lahana.'  Then  the  Guru  said :  '  "Who  art  thou  ? '  We 
replied:  '0  Guru,  we  are  a  Tihan1  Khatri  and  have  come  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Devi.'  The  Guru 
said  then :  '  "Well,  brother,  go  and  having  worshipped  the  Devi  come  (again) ! '  We  replied :  '  Sir, 
now  our  going  is  stopped,  if  crores  of  Devis  be  put  together,  they  will  not  come  up  (=be  equal) 
to  your  sight.  For  which  sake  we  were  going  there,  that  business  has  been  accomplished  here.' 
The  Guru  said :  '  Hear,  0  brother  Lahana,  what  will  be  due  to  you  on  our  part,  that  you  will 
take.'  Then,  brother  Bala,  whilst  I  looked  out  for  my  own  opportunity,  all  the  bonds  of  my  body 
broke,  and  when  I  moved  away,  my  breath  became  stopped.  The  Guru  said  then :  '  Brother 
Lahana,  go  now  to  thy  own  house  and  take  thy  wife  with  thee ! '  I  did  not  go.2  Thus,  0  brother 
Bala,  it  happened  with  me."  Then  Bala  replied:  "Sir,  between  Guru  Nanak  and  thee  there  is 
no  difference  whatever.  Guru  Nanak  did  not  hide  anything  from  me,  what  defect  hast  thou  seen 
in  me,  that  thou  hidest  (things)  from  me?"  Guru  Angad  said:  "Bhal  Bala,  show  to  me,  that  I 
have  hidden  anything  from  thee?"  Bala  replied:  "Sir,  manifest  that,  why  Guru  Nanak  has 
given  thee  the  name  of  Angad?"  Guru  Angad  understood  in  his  mind  that  this  was  a  perfect  man, 
and  that  it  was  not  good  to  hide  anything  from  him,   as  he  had  stayed  with  Guru  Nanak. 

Guru  Angad  said  then :  "  One  day  I  had  brought  a  bundle  of  grass  from  without  (i.e.  the 
jungle)  for  the  cow.  The  mother,  the  Com,  was  sitting  at  the  side  of  Guru  Nanak,  and  having 
seen  on  my  clothes  splashings  of  mud  she  said  to  Gum  Nanak:  'Fear  a  little  God,  0  ascetic, 
this  one  is  also  the  son  of  a  Khatri!'  Guru  Nanak  replied:  'Hear,  0  daughter  of  Mula! 
these  are  not  splashings  of  mud,  they  are  Kungu8  of  the  threshold  (of  God).'  Bhal  Bala,  thus 
my  name  Angad  was  given  to  me." 

Bala  said  :  "  Sir,  having  become  Guru  you  keep  (things)  back  from  the  disciples !  Eatber 
say,  that  you  are  not  a  Sikh!"  Then  Guru  Angad  answered:  "Bhai  Bala,  one  day  the  mother, 
the  Com,  brought  her  two  sons  to  Guru  Nanak  and  sat  down.  She  began  to  say:  'Though  thou 
hast  sons  of  thy  own,  thou  art  throwing  this  thing  into  other  houses.4  It  is  not  becoming  to 
thee,  that  thou  givest  it  to  the  sons  of  strangers,  whereas  thou  hast  sons  of  thy  own.'  A  mouse 
fell  into  the  sight  of  Nanak,  which  was  dead.  Guru  Nanak  said :  '  0  son  Siri  Cand,  this  mouse 
is  dead,  it  is  not  good  that  it  should  lie  here;   touch  it  with  the  toe  of  thy  foot,  that  it  may  be 

1  t3vTS  or  f^dtA  is  the  name  of  the  clan. 

2  The  Lahore  edition  interpolates  here  an  apparition  of  the  Devi  to  Lahana,  professing  to  be  herself  the 
servant  of  Nanak.     The  story  is  apparently  newly  made  up,  as  all  the  other  MSS.  do  not  contain  it. 

3  $3T  »»«  a  fine  powder  composition  of  red  colour,  rubbed  by  women  on  the  forehead. 

4  The  Guruship  is  meant  here  by  the  thing  ("&T3)- 
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removed  to  some  distance  ! '  But  Sir!  Cand  answered :  '  I  nave  seen  many  such  conjurers,  who 
putting  down  a  wing  let  fly  off  a  pigeon,  and  who  from  skins  make  cats.'1  Upon  this  Guru 
Nanak  remained  silent.  When  an  hour  had  passed,  I  came.  Then  Guru  Nanak  said:  '0  child 
Angad,  a  dead  mouse  is  lying  here,  touch  it  with  the  toe  of  thy  foot  and  throw  it  to  some 
distance.'  I  touched  it  with  the  toe  of  my  foot  and  it  fell  down  in  some  direction.  Then 
Nanak  said :  '  0  daughter  of  Mula  !  this  is  the  son  of  a  stranger  and  this  one  is  my  own  son, 
what  shall  I  do?  To  whom  the  creator  gives  it,  he  takes  it'  (i.e.  the  Guruship).  Then,  Bhal 
Bala,  my  name  became  Angad." 

Bala  said :  "Sir,  another  doubt  has  come  to  me :  is  there  in  me  some  great  vice  that  you 
are  putting  a  screen  before  me  every  twenty-four  minutes?"  Guru  Angad  answered:  "Hear, 
Bhal  Bala!2  One  day  I  and  Bhai  Bura  were  with  Nanak,  it  was  midnight.  Guru  Nanak 
said :  '  Bhai  Bura,  what  time  of  the  night  is  it  ? '  Bura  looked,  came  and  said :  '  Sir,  it  is 
midnight.'  Guru  Nanak  said:  'Bhai  Bura,  I  know  it  is  not  midnight,  it  is  a  watch  of  the 
night."  Bura  went  again  out  and  looked;  it  was  midnight.  Bura  said  (therefore)  again:  'Sir, 
it  iB  midnight.'  Guru  Nanak  said  the  third  time :  '  Bura,  it  is  not  midnight,  it  is  a  watch  of 
the  night.'  Bura  said  the  third  time:  'Sir,  it  is  midnight,  it  is  not  a  watch  of  the  night.' 
Guru  Nanak  then  said:  'Bhai  Bura,  remain  seated!'  Then  Guru  Nanak  said  again:  'Son 
Angad,  see  thou,  how  much  of  the  night  it  is  ? '  I  went  out  to  see ;  it  was  midnight.  Having 
come  in  I  said:  'Sir,  it  is  midnight.'  Guru  Nanak  said  again:  'Son  Angad,  it  is  a  watch  of 
the  night,  go  and  see!'  Then  I  understood  in  my  mind,  that  it  was  (indeed)  midnight,  but 
that  the  Guru's  view  was  different.  I  came  and  said:  '0  Guru,  a  watch  of  the  night  is 
remaining,  but  there  was  a  defect  in  my  eyes.'  Then  Guru  Nanak  became  much  pleased  and 
said :  '  Son  Angad,  bow  thy  head  before  the  creator ! '  I  bowed  my  head,  but  Bura  became 
displeased  in  his  mind.  Then  Guru  Nanak  said :  '  Bhai  Bura,  bow  thy  head  before  Angad ! ' 
But  Bura  became  much  displeased.  Then  Guru  Nanak  said:  'Bura,  don't  be  displeased!  this 
is  the  order  of  the  creator.'     Thus,  Bhal  Bala,  it  happened  with  us." 

Upon  this  Bala  said:  ""Why  are  you  continually  keeping  the  secret  from  me?"  Guru 
Angad  answered :  "  Bhai  Bala,  the  mouth  is  middling  and  the  greatness  unfathomable,  it  cannot 
be  told,  it  must  be  kept  in  the  heart.  But  as  thou  dost  not  leave  off,  it  must  be  told."  Bala 
said  :  "  Sir,  let  it  be  told ! "  Then  Guru  Angad  said :  "  The  discipleship  is  difficult  and  all  is 
the  creator's  ;  but  this  is  the  conduct  of  the  world.   But,  Bhai  Bala,  this  story  has  not  been  written.1 

"One  day  my  daughter  was  going  about  and  fell  into  the  sight  of  Guru  Nanak.  He  said: 
'  Son  Angad,  having  dressed  thy  daughter  bring  her  to  me.'  I  dressed  and  brought  her  to  him. 
Guru  Nanak  said :  '  Son,  go  thou,  sit  outside ! '  I  went  and  sat  down  on  the  threshold.  Guru 
Nanak  and  my  daughter  sat  down  on  the  bedstead,  then  the  rail  of  the  bedstead  broke.  Guru 
Nanak  was  sitting  in  his  composure  of  mind.5  I  said  then  (to  myself) :  '  In  the  Guru's  com- 
posure of  mind  discomposure  must  take  place.'  I  seized  then  that  rail  and  sat  down.  Thus, 
Bhai  Bala,  it  happened  with  us,  if  you  will  accept  it  or  not."  Bala  said:  "0  Guru!  true,  true, 
true!"     Then  Guru  Angad  said:   "Bhal  Bala,  this  story,  that  has  been  heard,  must  be  taken  as 

1  The  Madaris  (followers  of  the  Musalman  Plr  Madar)  are  such  jugglers.  They  put  down  a  wing  of  a 
pigeon,  read  a  mantra  over  it  and  a  pigeon  flies  off,  etc. 

2  This  story  is  left  out  in  the  Lahore  lithographed  edition. 

3  That  is  :  it  is  the  last  watch  of  the  night. 

This  story,  which  throws  a  good  deal  of  light  ou  the  reason  of  the  intimacy  of  Nanak  and  Angad,  is 
naturally  left  out  in  the  Lahore  lithographed  copy,  being  too  discreditable  to  the  character  of  Nanak. 

s  The  MS.  |H  reads  here :  3J3  2ST7S?  *HTW§  ftPHT**  1%fe  WTOT,  Guru  Nanak  was  in  his  own 
thought. 
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true,  and,  Bha!  Bala,  thou  must  consider  Guru  Nanak  as  true.  And  if  one  will  consider  him.  as  true, 
his  vices  and  sins,  as  many  as  they  may  be,  will,  by  taking  his  words  as  true,  be  washed  away. 
And  if  one  will  do  the  words  of  Guru  Nanak,  he  will  arrive  there,  where  Guru  Nanak  is."  .  .  ,l 
"  One  time  there  was  in  a  certain  town  a  pool  full  of  black  mud.  When  rain  was  falling, 
all  the  filth  of  the  town  was  collected  there.  The  Guru  having  gone  near  it  threw  a  cup  into 
it.  At  that  time  both  sons  of  the  Guru  were  with  him  and  I  (i.e.  Angad)  also  was  with  him. 
The  Guru  looked  first  towards  Sir!  Cand  and  said :  '  Son,  take  the  cup  out  from  the  pool ! '  Sir! 
Cand  answered :  '  Where  one  must  go,  there  one  may  go,  some  others  will  take  it  out  with 
pleasure  and  not  give  it  up.'  Then  the  Guru  looked  towards  Lakhmi-das  and  said :  '  Son,  take 
out  the  cup  from  the  pool ! '  He  answered  in  the  same  manner  as  Sin  Cand  had  done.  Then 
the  Guru  looked  towards  me.  I  did  not  let  the  Guru  speak,  but  jumped  with  my  clothes  into 
the  pool  and  brought  the  cup  out.     Though  my  clothes  were  full  of  mud,  I  felt  very  happy." 

(89). 
Death  of  Nanak. 

As  it  was  the  Baba  Guru's  habit  to  remain  in  Kartarpur  (towards  his  end),  so  he  remained. 
At  the  time  of  praising  (the  Lord)  praise  was  made,  towards  the  end  of  the  night  ablution  was 
made  and  recitation  and  austerity  practised,  the  Lord  was  magnified;  then  crowds  (of  disciples) 
come  and  cooking  goes  on.  In  the  mind  of  Guru  Baba,  Nanak  dwelled  this  thought:  "When  will 
that  time  come,  in  which  I  shall  see  the  Lotus-foot  of  the  Lord  ? "  When  some  days  had  passed, 
the  month  of  Asu  came.  Then  Guru  Nanak  became  very  joyful  and  happy.  On  the  seventh 
of  Asu  it  happened,  that  songs  of  joy  were  sung  and  the  praise  of  the  Lord  was  made.  Baba 
Nanak  fell  into  deep  reflection.  After  that  he  said  to  his  attendants :  "  I  think,  that  to-day 
my  absorption  will  take  place;  smear  a  place  with  cow-dung,  throw  Kusa-grass  upon  it  and 
make  things  ready."  His  attendants  began  to  weep ;  Guru  Nanak  comforted  them.  Then  his 
attendants  began  to  collect  the  (necessary)  things  and  a  man  went  to  call  Lakhmi-das  and 
Sir!  Cand,  (saying)  :  "  You  are  called  for."  Lakhmi-das  and  Sirl  Cand  did  not  come,  they  began 
to  say:  "Why  should  we  go,  as  he  is  in  good  health?"  The  mother,  the  Com,  went  by  her 
own  disposition  to  the  Guru.  When  Guru  Nanak  saw  that  her  hands  were  sullied  with  Dal, 
he  said :  "  How,  0  Coni  ?  If  thou  hast  anything  to  say,  say  it !  And  why  are  thy  hands 
sullied?"  When  the  mother  saw  that  the  Guru  was  in  the  state  of  absorption,  she  said: 
"To-morrow  is  a  Sradh,  it  is  the  date  of  thy  father;  if  it  please  thee,  we  will  go  and  make 
the  Sradh."  The  mother,  the  C5ni,  having  become  very  humble,  begged  of  him.  Then  Guru 
Nanak  said:  "Well,  be  it  so,  0  Com !  make  the  Sradh!  Eemaining  (as  yet)  the  eighth  and 
ninth,  we  shall  be  absorbed  on  the  tenth."  Having  seen  the  submissiveness  of  the  mother,  the 
Com,  the  Guru  became  merciful  and  said:  "Prepare  the  things  for  the  Sradh!"  Then  the  mother 
in  token  of  sacrifice  clung  to  the  feet  of  the  Baba.  The  Guru  Baba,  then  gave  the  order:  "Give 
up.  to-day  preparing  the  things  for  (my)  absorption !"  This  word  was  noised  about  among  the 
people,  that  the  Guru  Baba  will  be  absorbed  on  the  tenth.  On  the  eighth  the  Sradh  of  his 
father  was  performed,  on  the  ninth  the  whole  family  of  the  Guru  Baba  assembled.2    Then  Lakhmi- 

1  Here  both  the  Manuscripts,  which  we  have  hitherto  followed,  break  off,  after  some  conversation  between 
Angad  and  Bhai  Bala  on  the  former  Bhagats  and  why  Kabir  alone  reached  the  presence  of  the  Supreme 
Lord.  The  death  of  Nanak  is  not  mentioned  by  them  and  we  are  therefore  restricted  to  the  Lahore  litho- 
graphed copy  alone,  which  relates  some  more  stories  of  Angad's  blind  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Guru 
Nanak  and  of  the  disobedience  of  his  sons. 

2  We  leave  out  the  story,  that  all  Prophets,  Pirs,  Saints,  etc.,  came  to  take  leave  of  Nanak,  as  it  is  not 

worth  mentioning. 
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das  and  Sirl  cW  besought  him  much,  saying:  "Sir,  the  Guruship  you  have  given  to  Lahana, 
what  is  our  support?"  The  Guru  answered:  "Children,  you  will  have  plenty  of  food  and 
clothes."  Then  Lakhmi-das  and  Sirl  Cand  said:  "Food  and  clothes  we  shall  have,  but  nobody 
will  mind  us."  The  Guru  answered :  "  Children,  don't  be  anxious !  The  dogs  of  Gurus  and 
Pirs  are  minded,  you  also  will  be  minded.  But  the  greatness  of  the  name  is  with  Angad." 
When  they  had  heard  this  order  of  the  Guru  Baba,  Lakhml-das  and  Sirl  Cand  and  all  the 
family  and  the   disciples  fell  down  at  his  feet. 

"When  two  watches  and  a  half  of  the  night  were  remaining,  the  Guru  Baba  fell  into  deep 
meditation.  All  the  things  (for  cremation)  were  prepared.  Then  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  and 
in  the  true  region  a  cry  of  victory  arose.  When  the  Baba  had  given  up  his  meditation,  he 
began  to  say:  "  I  am  a  sacrifice,  have  mercy  on  me  the  lowest  sinner!  Blessed  be  the  Lord!" 
Then  the  Lord,  having  become  merciful,  said :  "  I  have  pardoned  thy  way  {i.e.  thy  religions 
system  and  the  followers  of  it),  before  and  after,  whoever  will  take  thy  name,  he  shall  become 
emancipated."  Then  with  the  order  of  the  Lord  the  Guru  Baba  was  absorbed  in  Samvat  1596, 
on  the  tenth  day  of  the  dark  half  of  the  month  of  Asu.  The  Mahajans  {i.e.  Ehatris)  and  the 
people  of  Govind1  began  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  world  {i.e.  to  prepare  for  cremation)  and 
put  Guru  Xanak  on  the  funeral  pile.  There  were  also  Pathans,  who  were  disciples  of  the  Guru. 
They  said:  "We  also  will  have  a  sight  of  him."  The  Mahajans  said:  "Khans,  now  it  is  not 
your  time."  They  answered:  "Baba.  Manak  is  our  Plr,  we  will  have  his  sight."  The  Mahajans 
said:  "To-day  is  not  the  time  to  see  him,  go  away!"  The  Pathans  came  on  with  might  and 
began  to  say:  "Baba  Nanak  is  our  Pir,  we  will  do  with  him  as  it  is  customary  to  Pirs,  we  will 
bring  him  to  the  grave-yard."  The  Mahajans  had,  on  account  of  the  Turks,  drawn  sheets  round 
about  (the  corpse).  Then  one  disciple  said :  "  Te  brethren,  Hindus  and  Musalmans,  what  for  are 
you  quarrelling?  The  Guru  Baba  is  not  here  indeed,  he  has  departed  to  the  true  Tegion."  When 
he  went  and  looked,  there  was  nothing  on  the  funeral  pile ;  the  quarrel  of  both  parties  ceased. 

(90). 
Impression  made  by  the  death  of  Nanalc. 
All  the  retinue,  the  attendants,  the  Mahajans  and  the  people  of  Govind  began  to  say: 
"Bam!  Bam!"  They  praised  Guru  Nanak,  (saying):  "Vah,  vah!  Guru  Nanak  has  been  the 
visible  Supreme  Lord!  but  by  our  own  lot  we  have  not  been  able  to  worship  him  in  any  way." 
They  began  to  repent  and  having  seen  the  sport  of  the  Guru  Baba.  they  were  confused  with 
fear.  The  Musalmans  began  to  take  the  name  of  God,  (saying):  "Vah,  vah  God!  Guru  Baba 
Nanak  has  been  a  great  man,  of  a  great  spirit,  he  was  the  image  of  God  himself."  They  set 
to  praise  God.  Hindus  and  Musalmans,  having  seen  this,  were  astonished.  The  family  and 
attendants  of  Guru  Baba.  Nanak  set  fire  to  the  funeral  pile  and  performed  the  funeral  ceremonies, 
(saying)  :    "  The   Guru  Baba  Nanak  is  bodily   gone   to   Paradise ! " 

mi. 

How  shall  I,  the  sinful  worm,  utter  thy  praises  ? 

The  speaker  art  thou  thyself,  thou  thyself  singest  thy  praises. 

Who  sings,  reads,  hears  and  writes  (them)  with  an  attentive  mind : 

Him  surely  Hari  unites  (with  himself). 

I  am  a  musician,  begging  at  (thy)  door :  may  by  thy  favour  the  name  be  given  to  me ! 

Give  (me)  the  name,  (the  bestowing  of)  gifts  and  ablution,  that  I  may  become  fully  satiated ! 

The  musician  has  by  silent  repetition  (of  the  name)  obtained  comfort,  meditating  on  the  lotus-foot. 

0   Xiinak,  it  is  the  prayer  of  (thy)  slave :  keep  me  in  thy  asylum ! 

1  See  about  the  J|H|^  &$,  p.  Ixviii,  note  1. 
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SKETCH    OF    THE    LIFE    OF    THE    OTHER    SIKH    GURUS. 

3.— GURU  ANGAD  (a.d.  1538-1552). 

The  disciples  (Sikhs,  fiTtr)  of  Nanak  would  no  doubt  have  soon  dispersed,  and  gradually  dis- 
appeared, as  -well  as  the  disciples  of  many  other  Gurus  before  Nanak,  if  he  had  not  taken  care 
to  appoint  a  successor  before  his  death.  The  disciple,  on  whom  his  choice  fell,  was  Lahana,1  who 
had  joined  Nanak  not  long  before  his  death.  None  of  his  early  disciples  seems  to  have  remained 
with  Nanak,  and  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  there  was  not  one  amongst  them  who  had  attained 
to  any  degree  of  learning.  The  way,  in  which  Nanak  used  the  disciples  who  attached  themselves 
to  his  person,  was  not  very  conducive  to  impart  to  them  any  considerable  knowledge;  they  were 
in  fact  little  more  than  his  menial  servants  (see  p.  xliii,  1.  18  sqq.).  No  Brahman  of  any  note  or 
learning  had,  as  it  appears,  joined  Tiim,  and  the_  mass  of  the  disciples  were  ignorant  Jats,  who, 
on  an  average,  could  neither  read  nor  write. 

What  Nanak  looked  chiefly  for  in  his  successor,  were  not  scientific  accomplishments,  or  a 
cultivated  mind,  but  blind  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Guru.  The  stories,  which  are  told  in 
the  Janam-sakhls,  of  the  total  "  sacrificium  intellectus"  of  Lahana,  are  therefore  very  significant 
(of.  p.  xliv,  1.  1  sqq.  ;  p.  lxxiv,  1.  9  sqq.). 

Lahana  became  first  acquainted  with  Nanak  "at  Kangra,  whither  he  had  gone  to  worship  the 
Devi.  He  heard  there,  that  Nanak,  a  great  Faqir,  was  staying  there,  and  after  the  first  interview 
he  attached  himself  firmly  to  him  and  no  more  left  him.  This  is  the  relation  of  the  later  Janam- 
sakhls,  whereas  the  old  Janam-sakhl  states  that  Angad  became  acquainted  with  Nanak  by  the 
medium  of  another  disciple  of  the  village  of  Khadiir  (see  p.  xliii,  1.  3  sqq.),  which  seems  far  more 
probable. 

The  later  ■  Sikh  tradition  states,  that  Nanak  changed  the  name  of  Lahana  into  that  of  Angad 
when  conferring  on  him  the  Guruship,  as  being  a  part  of  himself2  but  the  old  tradition  knows 
nothing  of  this  neither  does  the  panegyric  of  Angad  in  the  Granth  allude  to  any  such  change  of 
name,  which,  if  it  had  been  known  at  those  times,  would  certainly  not  have  been  passed  over  in 
silence.  The  Bhatt  Kiratu  (Transl.  p.  703,  V.  xv.),  on  the  contrary,  gives  him  both  names 
("  Then  Angad  Lahana  becoming  manifest,"  etc.),  from  which  it  would  appear,  that  he  bore  both 
names  at  the  same  time.  I  need  hardly 'remark,  that  the  explanation,  which  the  Sikhs  give  of 
the  signification  of  the  name  of  Angad,  is  altogether  fanciful,  for  ^p^  is  an  old  Hindu  proper 
name  and  signifies  literally:   giving  (one's)  limbs  or  lody. 

Angad"  settled  down  at  the  village  of  Khadiir,  on  the  banks  of  the  Biasa,  which  was  very 
probably  his  native  place.  He  gained  his  subsistence  by  his  own  handiwork  (see  p.  xlvii,  1.  4) 
and  led  the  life  of  a  Recluse.  He  was  ,  altogether  unlettered  and  could  himself  neither  read  nor 
write,  as  may  be  fairly  concluded  from  p.  xlviii,  1.  4  from  below.  The  later  tradition,  which 
makes  him  the  inventor  of  the  Gurmukhi  letters  (see  Sikbl  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  20,  1.  13  sqq.),  is 
therefore  without  any  foundation. 

1  (Also  written  :  Laluna),  a  Tihun  (=Trihun,  Tehun)  Khatri  (p.  xlvii,  1.  1).  2  See  p.  xlvii,  note  1. 
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The  few  verses  of  Angad,  which  are  contained  in  the  Granth  (marked  Mahalla  II.1),  are  but 
a  poor  repetition  of  the  words  of  Nanak  and  shallow  in  the  extreme.  Being  fully  aware  of  the 
importance  of  the  " successio  episcoporum"  to  the  Sikh  community,  he  nominated  before  his  death 
(4th  March,  1552)  his  devoted  servant  Amar-das  his  successor,  deeming,  like  Baba  Nanak,  neither 
of  his  sons  worthy  of  the  Guruship. 

3.— GUKU  AMAR-DAS  (a.d.   1552-1574). 

Guru  Amar-das  was  a  Khatri  of  the  Bhalla2  clan,  born  in  the  village  Vasarki  (qTT*T35^)  in 
the  district  of  Amritsar.  The  story  goes,  that  he  went  in  his  youth  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Harduar. 
There  a  thirsty  Pandit  drank  water  from  his  hands;  after  be  had  quenched  his  thirst,  he 
asked  Amar-das,  who  he  was  and  whence  he  had  come?  Amar-das  answered,  that  he  was  a 
Bhalla  Khatri  from  the  Panjab,  from  a  village  called  Vasarki.  The  Pandit  asked  him  further 
who  his  Guru  was?  "When  Amar-das  answered,  that  he  had  not  taken  any  Guru,  the  Pandit 
felt  vexed  and  said:  "Alas!  I  have  committed  a  great  sin,  that  I  have  drunk  water  from  this 
man  who  has  got  no  Guru !  I  am  a  great  transgressor,  that  at  the  time  of  being  thirsty  I  did 
not  (first)  reflect !  how  will  my  transgression  now  be  done  away  ? "  On  hearing  this  Amar-das 
felt  much  ashamed  in  his  mind ;  he  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Pandit  and  said :  "  Maharaj, 
pardon  now  my  fault,  as  soon  as  I  shall  come  home,  I  shall  take  a  Guru." 

"When  he  had  come  home,  he  began  to  look  out  for  a  Guru.  One  day  he  heard,  that  in  the 
vicinity,  in  the  village  of  Khadur,  there  was  a  perfect  Guru,  Baba  Angad,  and  that  he,  who  would 
take  his  instruction,  would  cross  over  (the  world  of  existence),  and  that  in  him  all  qualities, 
that  are  required  in  a  Guru,  as  steadiness,  contentment,  forbearance,  mercy,  devotion,  etc.,  are 
to   be  found.. 

Thereupon  Amar-das  went  to  Khadur,  seized  the  feet  of  Guru  Angad  and  said :  "  0  Lord, 
having  heard  your  name  I  have  come  to  you  for  the  sake  of  my  own  salvation ;  give  me  mercifully 
the  name  of  the  Guru!"  Guru  Angad  received  him  kindly  and  he  remained  with  him,  serving 
him  with  heart  and  body. 

It  is  related  that  Amar-das  was  so  conscientious  in  the  service  of  the  Guru,  that  he  did  not 
eat  any  bread  from  the  store-room  of  the  Guru,  but  got  his  subsistence  by  carrying  round  on  his 
back  a  bundle  of  salt  and  oil  and  selling  it  to  the  people. 

He  was  performing  to  Angad  all  sorts  of  menial  services,  as  Angad  had  done  to  Nanak.  Thus 
he  used  to  bring  daily  for  the  sake  of  the  ablutions  of  the  Guru  a  large  metallic  jar  of  water  from 
the  river  of  GovindvaJ,  which  was  about  two  Kos  distant;  out  of  reverence  for  his  Guru  he  is 
said  to  have  made  the  way  from  Khadur  to  Govindval  in  walking  backwards,  lest  he  should  turn 
his  back  on  his  Guru.  One  night,  when  he  was  carrying  water  from  the  river,  he  is  said  to 
have  slipped  and  to  have  fallen  into  a  weaver's  hole.     "When  the  weaver  asked  his  wife  who  it 

All  the  Sikh  Gurus  call  themselves  "Nanak"  in  order  to  designate  themselves  as  the  legitimate 
successors  of  Nanak.  For  the  sake  of  distinction  between  them  ^0441  HfOMI  (mahalla  pabila,  first  court), 
*1vJWI  ^rTT  (mahalla  duja,  second  court),  etc.,  is  added  to  their  respective  compositions  in  the  Granth 
(see  p.  lxxxi) ;  otherwise  they  are  also  mentioned  by  the  name  of  \ffU35^  V|  |  jflTvfi',  first  reign,  etc.,  as 
the  Sikhs  soon  commenced  to  look  on  their  Gurus  as  their  sovereigns  (thence  the  address:  f{^  Illd+iU. 
O  true  king !).  In  later  times,  when  Nanak  was  gradually  looked  upon  as  an  Avatar,  every  succeeding  Guru 
was  considered  as  an  incarnation  of  Baba  Nanak.  In  the  Granth  itself  no  allusion  of  this  kind  is  found,  only 
the  Bhatts,  whose  panegyrics  are  added  at  the  end  of  the  Granth  and  who  know  no  bounds  in  their  flattery, 
commence  praising  Nanak  as  Avatar. 

2  In  the  Granth  written  3557  bhala,  as  no  letter  is  doubled  in  the  writing  of  the  Granth. 
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was,  she  answered:  ""Who  will  fall  at  this  time?  it  must  be  that  unfortunate,  homeless  Amaru."1 
Amar-das  rose  and  returned  to  the  river  and  having  filled  his  jar  he  brought  it  to  the  Guru. 
Angad  heard  from  somebody,  that  the  people  were  calling  Amar-das  "  the  homeless  one  "  (/>Ml<^i)- 
Being  fully  satisfied  of  his  sincerity  an*  devotion,  he  took  him  to  his  neck  and  said:  "Amaru 
is  not  homeless,  but  from  this  day  the  Lord  has  made  him  the  home  of  the  homeless  and  the 
asylum  of  those,  who  have  no  asylum ;  who  will  follow  him,  will  obtain  great  happiness."  On 
that  very  day  Angad  put  five  Paisas  and  a  cocoa-nut  before  him,  bowed  his  head  before  him  and 
said  to  all  the  societies  (of  the  saints) :  "  Now  I  am  entrusting  the  throne  of  the  Guruship  to 
Amar-das,  bow  ye  all  your  heads  before  him !  he  is  a  perfect  Guru,  the  Lord  has  received  him 
to-day;    who  will  be  on  his  side,  he  will  also  be  pleasing  to  the  Lord." 

After  the  death  of  Guru  Angad,  Amar-das  took  up  his  residence  at  Govindval.  He  was  a 
humble,  .patient  and  pious  man,  round  whom  many  disciples  assembled.  Though  unlettered,  like 
his  master,  who  could  teach  him  only  the  few  simple  tenets  he  had  heard  himself  from  Kanak, 
he  composed  many  verses,  which  were  incorporated  in  the  Granth  (Mahalla  III.),  and  which  are 
conspicuous  for  simplicity  and  clearness. 

The  offerings  of  his  numerous  disciples  enabled  him  to  build  a  great  walled  well  (y  |0W^) 
at  GovindvaJ,  in  which  eighty-four  steps  led  down  to  the  water.  The  Sikhs  believe,  that  whoever 
sits  down  on  those  eighty-four  steps  one  by  one  and  makes  ablution  and  reads  the  Japjl  to  the 
end,  gets  free  from  the  eighty-four  Lakhs  of  forms  of  existence  and  enters  paradise.  A  great 
Mela  is  still  held  every  year  round  that  well. 

Guru  Amar-das  died  the  14th  of  May  in  the  year  1574,  having  appointed  in  the  usual  way 
Bam-das  as  his  successor  in  the  Guruship. 

4—  GURU  EAM-DAS  (a.d.   1574-1581). 

Eam-das  was  a  Khatri  of  the  S5dhl  clan  (?p£^)  and  a  native  of  the  village  Gurucakk  (<J|^^).2 
He  had  come  in  early  youth  to  the  house  of  his  grand-parents  at  GovindvaJ  and  remained  there. 
His   grand-parents   were   very   poor  -  and  he   sustained    them    and  himself    by   selling  boiled  grain 

(uraicfNft)- 

It  is  said,  that  one  day  he  sat  near  the  door  of  Baba  Amar-das  selling  boiled  grain,  when 
Amar-das  by  chance  called  his  family-priest  and  said  to  him:  "Misr,  our  little  daughter  has  now 
become  of  ripe  age,  go  and  look  out  in  some  good  house  (for  a  suitable  partner),  that  we  may 
betroth  her."  "When  the  family-priest  had  gone,  the  wife  of  the  Guru  said:  "For  my  daughter 
a  lad  must  be  sought  of  the  same  age,  as  the  lad  there  is,  who  is  selling  boiled  grain,  the 
girl  being  of  about  the  same  age."  At  the  same  time  Guru  Amar-das  said  in  his  own  mind : 
"  Our  girl  is  now  this  lad's,  for  it  is  the  religious  observance  of  the  Khatrls,  that  the  thought, 
which  first  comes  into  the  mind,  must  be  performed."  Having  considered  this  he  called  that  lad 
and  asked:  "My  dear  boy,  who  art  thou?"  He  answered:  "I  am  a  Sodhl  Khatri."  "When 
Amar-das  had  heard  this  he  thanked  God  and  said  :•"  Blessed  be  thou,  Lord,  that  thou  hast 
preserved  the  honour  of  my  word :  for  if  this  lad  would  be  no  "Khatri,  my  caste-fellows  would 
reproach  me  for  giving  him  my  daughter." 3  At  that  very  time  he  put  into  the  hem  of  the  lad 
the  betrothal-presents  and  a  few  days  after  the  wedding  took  place  and  Eam-das  took  his  wife 
to  his  native  village  Gurucakk. 

1  *WTcT  is  a  diminutive  form  of  ttfHcJ- 

2  The  word  3T3  was  very  likely  added  more  recently,  when  Guru  Ram-das  had  taken  up  his  abode  there. 
The  real  name  was  therefore  only  gg1 . 

3  This  passage  is  very  significant  as  to  the  observance  of  caste  by  the  earlier  Sikh  Gurus. 
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Guru  Amar-das  was  particularly  fond  of  his  daughter  (whose  name  was  Mohanl),  so  that 
passing  his  son  Mohan,  he  entrusted  the  Guruship  to  his  son-in-law  Eam-das,  who  was  a  pious 
and  peaceful  man.  He  was  eager  in  collecting  disciples  and  great  crowds  used  to  flock  to  his 
residence   at  Gurucakk. 

His  income  from  the  voluntary  offerings  of  his  disciples  must  have  been  considerable:  for 
it  enabled  him  to  restore  magnificently  an  old  tank  which  he  called  Amritsar  (the  nectar- 
tank),  in  the  midst  of  which  he  built  a  place  of  worship,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Harmandar  (OcHWd.  temple  of  Hari).  The  new  town,  which  soon  sprang  up  round  this  tank, 
was  first  called  Ram-das-pur  (city  of  Eam-das),  afterwards  the  name  of  Amritsar  was  extended 
to   the   whole   town    and   the   old    name    Gurucakk    fell  into    oblivion. 

This  was  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the  firm  establishment  of  Sikhism,  for  the  Sikhs  obtained 
thereby  a  fixed  central  place  of  worship,  where  the  disciples  annually  assembled  round  their 
Guru  and  performed  their  ablutions  in  the  nectar-tank.  Eam-das,  though  without  any  scientific 
education,  gave  himself  much  to  literary  work.  He  composed  a  great  many  verses,  in  which 
he  expounded  his  doctrines,  and  though  no  originality  of  thought  is  to  bo  found  in  them,  they 
belong  to  the  better  compositions  of  the]  Granth  (Mahalla  IV.).  He  spent  his  days  in  peace  and 
rest,  as  under  his  Guruship  the  organization  of  the  Sikh  community  had  not  yet  progressed  so 
far  as  to  arouse  the  suspicion  and  alarm  of  the  Muhammadan  Government.  He  died  on  the 
3rd  of  March,  1581,  having  nominated  his  son  Arjun,  (Arjun-mall)1  his  successor  in  the  Guruship. 
From  Eam-das  the  succession  remained  hereditary  in  the  family,  which  added  greatly  to  increase 
the  wealth  and  the  authority  of  the  Gurus,  as  the  Sikhs  were  thereby  gradually  accustomed  to 
look   on  their   Gurus   as  their  actual   sovereigns. 

6.— GUEU  AEJUN  (a.d.  1581-1606). 

Up  to  Guru  Arjun  the  Sikhs  were  a  community  neither  very  numerous  nor  much  taken 
notice  of,  their  Gurus  leading  the  life  of  Faqirs  and  being  averse  to  outward  show  and  pomp, 
though  Amar-das,  and  more  so  Eam-das,  had  already  considerable  means  at  their  disposal  from 
the   voluntary   offerings   of  their   disciples. 

This  state  was  changed  considerably  under  Guru  Arjun,  who  was  an  enterprising  and  active 
man,  and  the  first  Guru  who  meddled  with  politics.  After  the  Sikhs  had  obtained  under  the 
Guruship  of  his  father  Eam-das  a  visible  sacred  place,  which  served  them  as  a  rallying  point, 
Guru  Arjun's  first  object  was,  to  give  them  also  a  sacred  code,  in  order  to  unite  them  more 
closely  by  one  common  religious  tie  and  to  separate  them  from  the  mass  of  the  Hindus.  He 
collected  therefore  the  verses  of  the  preceding  Gurus,  to  which  he  added  his  own  very  numerous 
(but  carelessly  written)  compositions,  and  in  order  to  prove  that  the  tenets  of  the  Sikh  Gurus 
were  already  entertained  and  proclaimed  by  the  earlier  popular  saints  (Bhagats),  he  inserted 
considerable  extracts  from  their  writings  as  loci  prohantes  at  the  end  of  nearly  every  Bag.  This 
miscellaneous  collection  he  called  Qranth  (or  Granth  sahib,  3pf  *4lfan),  i.e.  the  hook,  and  it  was 
thenceforth  held  sacred  as  the  Bible  of  the  Sikhs,  supplanting  gradually  the  authority  of  the 
Vedas  and  Enranas,  which  the  unlettered  people  had  never  been  able  to  read,  whereas  the  Granth 
was  composed  in   their  mother-tongue   and  intelligible   to  the   vulgar. 

The  story  goes,  that  the  disciples  assembled  one  day  round  Guru  Arjun  and  said,  that  by 
hearing  the  verses   which  Guru    Nanak  had    uttered,    tranquillity  came  to    the  mind   and   desire 

1  It  is  not  quite  clear  if  Ram-das  had  two  or  three  sons.  It  is  certain  that  Bharat-mall  was  the  brother 
of  Arjun,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  Dabistan  (II.  p.  273),  where  it  is  mentioned,  that  Bharat  followed  after 
his  brother  Arjun-mall,  though  the  Sikhs  themselves  disavow  the  succession  of  Bharat. 
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for  worship  -was  increased,  but  that  by  the  numerous  verses  which  were  uttered  by  other  Softs1 
and  to  which  the  name  of  Baba  Nanak  was  (also)  given,  pride  and  worldly  wisdom  were  springing 
up  in  the  hearts  of  men;  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  put  a  sign  on  the  words  of  Nanak 
that  people  might  be   able   to   distinguish  them   from  the   words   of  others. 

Hearing  this,  Guru  Arjun  collected  all  the  words  of  Nanak  from  different  places,  and  having 
also  collected  the  verses  of  the  other  Gurus  and  the  words  of  other  Bhagats,  which  were  not 
contrary  to  the  words  of  Fanak,  he  gave  them  to  the  writer  Bha.1  Gur-das,  that  he  should  write 
them  in  one  place  (i.e.  book)  with  Gurmukhi  characters.  And  because  Angad  and  the  other  Gurus 
had  put  down  in  their  words  the  name  of  Nanak,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  difficult  for 
the  disciples  to  distinguish  their  several  speeches;  where  therefore  the  word  of  Nanak  is,  he  put 
down  the  sign:  %tottl  VfvR5T.  and  where  the  words  of  the  second  reign  were,  there  he  wrote 
*1vl»l  <.T1T.  and  in  this  wise  3JU35T  3^ffT  and  mTS5T  wWT>  anQ  his  own  words  he  marked 
TvR5T  litl^i;  in  this  way  he  distinguished  the  words  of  the  several  Gurus.  Similarly  he  marked 
also  the  speeches  of  the  Bhagats  by  putting  down  their  names.  When  all  the  speeches  were 
made  up  into  one  volume,  Arjun  gave  out  the  order  to  all  disciples,  that  they  should  mind 
whatever  was  written  in  it,  and  reject  everything  else,  though  it  bore  the  name  of  Nanak. 

It  is  said,  that  Arjun  left  a  few  blank  pages  in  the  volume,  predicting  that  the  verses 
of  the  ninth  reign  would  be  written  upon  them  and  that  before  that  no  Guru  would  utter  a 
speech   (that  was  to  be   written), — a  prophecy   ex  eventu. 

Another  measure,  which  Arjun  set  a-going,  was  likewise  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the 
organization   of  the   Sikh   community. 

"We  have  mentioned  already,  that  the  Gurus  had  no  fixed  income,  but  what  was  voluntarily 
offered  to  them  by  their  disciples.  Arjun  saw  clearly  enough,  that  for  his  aspiring  schemes 
and  the  extension  of  his  spiritual  authority,  he  required  considerable  sums,  which  should  be  forth- 
coming with  some  regularity.  He  reduced  therefore  the  voluntary  offerings  of  his  disciples  to 
a  kind  of  tax,  which  he  levied  by  deputies,2  whom  he  nominated  in  the  several  districts, 
and  who  forwarded  whatever  they  had  collected  annually  to  the  Guru.  In  this  wise  the  Guru 
was  on  the  one  hand  enabled  to  hold  a  court  and  to  keep  always  a  strong  band  of  adherents 
round  his  body,  and  to  extend  his  authority  by  the  not  inconsiderable  sums  he  had  at  his 
command,  wherever  he  found  an  opportunity,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  Sikhs  were  thereby 
gradually  accustomed  to  a  kind  of  government  of  their  own,  and  began  to  feel  themselves  as 
a  firmly  organized  and  strong  party  within  the  state.3  This  institution  of  deputies  of  the  Guru, 
though  very  useful  in  a  political  and  financial  point  of  view,  led  soon  to  very  hard  oppression, 
so  that  the  last  Guru  was  compelled  to  give  way  to  the  continual  complaints  of  his  adherents 
and  to  abolish  it. 

Guru  Arjun  was  the  first  Sikh  Guru  who  laid  aside  the  garb  of  a  Faqir  and  kept  an 
establishment  like  a  grandee ;  he  engaged  also  in  trade  in  a  grand  style,  as  he  either  loved  money 
or  was  much  in  want  of  it,  though  the  Sikh  tradition  is  now  quite  silent  about  such  transactions 
of  their  Gurus.      Under  Arjun,   who    had    apparently   a    great    talent    for   organization,    the    Sikh 

1  In  the  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  29,  I.  2  from  below,  Tf^faft  is  found,  which  is  a  misprint  for  JT^lJfj 
Sofis  (or  Sufis).  For  the  first  Sodhi  Guru  was  Ram-das,  who  cannot  be  meant  here,  and  of  other  Sodhi  poets 
tradition  is  altogether  silent. 

2  These  deputies  were  called  3T?T£>  masand,  a  corruption  of  the  Arabic-Persian  Jii*u^»  (or  more  properly 
&mus*),  a  support  on  which  one  leans,  or  a  person  to  lean  upon,  used  in  the  sense  of  "deputy"  in  the  Indo- 
Persian  idiom. 

3  See  the  remarks  of  Muh'sin  Fan!  in  the  Dabistan,  II.  p.  271,  who  very  well  perceived  the  purport 
of  this  measure. 


Lxxxii  SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  THE  OTHER  SIKH  GURUS.     HAR-GOVIND. 

community  increased  very  considerably  and  spread  fast  over  the  Panjab;  but  in  proportion  as 
the  Sikhs  began  to  draw  public  attention  on  themselves,  the  suspicion  of  the  Muhammadan 
Government  was  roused,    and   Guru  Arjun  was  the   first  who   fell   a   victim   to  it. 

There  are  different  accounts  of  the  causes  of  the  death  of  Arjun.1  The  common  Sikh 
tradition  is,  that  Arjun  had  a  son  named  Har-govind.  When  he  had  attained  to  the  years  of 
discretion,  a  barber  and  Brahman  came  and  brought  about  his  betrothal  with  the  daughter 
of  Candu-sah,  who  was  a  servant  (finance  administrator)  of  the  Emperor  of  Dilll.  Candu-sah 
heard  from  the  people,  that  in  the  house,  where  his  daughter  had  been  betrothed,  they  lived 
after  the  manner  of  Faqlrs  and  were  eating  offerings.  He  got  very  angry  with  the  Brahman 
and  the  barber  and  turned  them  out  of  his  house.  "When  Arjun  heard  of  this,  he  sent  word  to 
Candu-sah,  that  the  betrothal  was  given  up  on  his  part,  he  could  betroth  his  daughter  somewhere 
else.  Candu-sah  became  greatly  ashamed  at  this  breaking  off  of  the  match  and  from  that  day  was 
a  bitter  enemy  of  the  Guru.  He  calumniated  him  to  the  Emperor,  and  Guru  Arjun  was  several 
times  summoned  to  Lahore,  where  he  suffered  severe  treatment.  One  day  this  wretch  suggested  to 
the  Emperor,  that  he  should  sew  Arjun  up  in  a  raw  cowhide,  which  the  Hindus  abhor  most,  and 
burn  him.  When  the  cow-hide  was  brought  before  him,  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  take  first  a 
bath  in  the  Ravi.  The  Emperor  granted  this  request ;  Arjun  jumped  into  the  Ravi,  and  was  lost 
in  it ;  the  people  searched  much  for  his  corpse,  but  could  not  find  it.  Guru  Arjun  died  in  the 
year  1606,   having  nominated  his  young  son  Har-govind  his  successor  in  the  Guruship. 

This  account  of  the  cause  of  the  death  of  Guru  Arjun  is  very  unsatisfactory.  It  is  easily 
perceived  that  the  real  charge  which  was  brought  against  the  Guru,  is  passed  over  in  silence 
by  the  Sikh  tradition,  even  if  we  admit  that  Candu-sah  was  actuated  by  private  enmity  for 
the  reasons  stated  above.  Fortunately  the  Dabistan  (II.  p.  272)  throws  some  light  on  this  dark 
point.  There  we  learn,  that  the  Emperor  Nuru-ddm  Jahangir  called  to  his  court  (when  at 
Lahore)  Arjun-mall,  on  account  of  his  having  offered  prayers  for  the  King's  son  Khusrau,  who 
had  rebelled  against  his  father.  Khusrau  having  been  taken,  the  King  ordered  the  imprisonment 
of  Arjun-mall,  and  wanted  to  extort  a  large  sum  of  money  from  him.  The  Guru  was  helpless; 
they  kept  him  prisoner  in  the  sandy  country  of  Lahore  until  he  died  from  the  heat  of  the  sun 
and   ill   treatment.     This   happened   in    1606. 

From  this  it  appears  that  Arjun  was  arraigned  on  the  charge  that  he  had  joined  (with  his 
adherents)  in  the  rebellion  of  Khusrau.  Whichever  way  he  died,  his  death  was  ascribed  to  the 
bigotry  and  cruelty  of  the  Muhammadan  Government,  and  his  disciples  were  burning  to  revenge 
it.  The  death  of  Guru  Arjun  is  therefore  the  great  turning-point  in  the  development  of  the 
Sikh  community,  as  from  that  time  the  struggle  commenced,  which  changed  the  whole  character 
of  this  reformatory  religious   movement. 

6.— GUEU  HAE-GOVIND  (a.d.  1606-1638). 

After  the  death  of  Guru  Arjun,  some  troubles  arose  in  the  Sikh  community,  as  the  uncle  of 
the  youthful  Har-govind,  Pirthl-mall,2  claimed  for  himself  the  succession  in  the  Guruship.     Pirthi- 

1  Malcolm  (Sketch  of  the  Sikhs,  p.  32)  gives  a  different  story,  that  a  Hindu  zealot,  Danl-cand,  a  Khatri, 
whose  writings  Arjun  refused  to  admit  into  the  Granth,  caused  his  death  by  prevailing  upon  the  Muhammadan 
Governor  of  the  province  to  imprison  Arjun.  The  whole  story  looks  very  unlikely  and  I  have  hitherto  not 
been  able  to  trace  it  in  any  Sikh  tradition  that  has  come  under  my  observation. 

2  It  is  very  likely  that  flf^Eft *R5  is  identical  with  3T33  *R5  (see  the  Dabistan,  II.  p.  273)  and 
lfVHW5-  His  progeny,  called  Tftg^if^j,  and  his  disciples,  called  contemptuously  lft3  (?fteT  m.  an  ox 
with  the  horns  bending  down  the  face),  were  at  a  later  time  excommunicated  by  Guru  Govind  Singh. 
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mall  seems  to  haye  been  of  an  intriguing  disposition ;  he  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Candu-sah  to 
Dilli,  in  order  to  get  the  Guruship  by  his  assistance,  but  becoming  obnoxious  to  the  Sikhs  by 
his  intrigues,  he  was  soon  deserted  and  Har-govind  was  acknowledged  as  the  rightful  successor  to 
his  father.  • 

In  order  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  father  he  for  the  first  time  armed  his  followers  and 
took  bloody  revenge  of  Candu-sah  and  the  Muhammadans  whom  he  considered  concerned  in 
his  death. 

The  Sikh  aocounts  agree  by  no  means  on  this  point  and  are  full  of  confusion,  as  they 
apparently  try  to  smooth  over  many  uneven  things  and  to  conoeal  the  real  facts  of  the  life  of 
their  Guru.1  According  to  one  relation  it  was  Candu-sah,  instigated  by  Pirthi-mall,  who  told 
the  astrologers  of  the  King,  that  they  should  frighten  the  King  by  telling  him  that  for  one  month 
and  a  quarter  there  was  great  danger  for  him;  if  he  would  call  Guru  Har-gavind  from  the  Panjab, 
all  would  go  well.  On  this  the  King  (or  Emperor)  sent  men  to  bring  him  from  Amritsar; 
when  he  '  arrived,  the  King  told  him  that  he  should  for  his  sake  sit  forty  days  in  prison  and 
perform  worship.  Others  say,  that  the  King  sent  him  for  forty  days  to  the  fort  of  Gualiar  to 
perform  devotion  there.  "When  the  forty  days  were  over,  a  Sikh,  named  Bidhi-cand,  who  was 
staying  with  the  Guru,  gave  himself  the  appearance  of  a  physician,  met  the  King  and  said,  that 
Har-govind,  whom  he  kept  in  prison  .for  the  sake  of  his  own  comfort,  was  a  great  saint,  he 
should  speedily  set  him  at  liberty,  for  those,  who  had  caused  his  imprisonment,  were  his  enemies. 
The  King  called  Har-govind,  acknowledged  his  fault  and  asked  the  Guru  to  forgive  it.  Har-govind 
had  a  priceless  pearl,  which  he  offered  as  a  present  to  the  King.  When  the  King  had  seen  its 
splendour,  he  was  much  pleased  and  said :  "  If  one  other  like  it  could  be  found,  it  would  be 
very  well."  The  Guru  answered,  that  on  the  neck  of  his  father  Arjun  there  was  a  necklace 
containing  more  than  one  hundred  and  eight  of  such  pearls,  but  they  were  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  Divan.  Candu-sah.  »When  the  King  heard  this,  he  was  astonished,  and  asked  how  Candu- 
sah  got  them  from  his  father?  The  eyes  of  the  Guru  were  filled  with  tears;  he  told  the  King 
the  whole  story  and  added,  that  when  his  father  under  the  hard  treatment  of  Candu-sah  had  died 
at  Lahore,2  he  took  the  whole  necklace  from  him.  The  King  became  very  angry,  and  when  he 
had  ascertained  the  full  truth  also  from  other  people,  he  seized  Candu-sah  and  handed  him  over 
to  the  Guru,  to  revenge  himself  on  him  as  he  pleased.  He  took  him  with  himself  to  Amritsar 
and  began  to  punish  him.  It  is  said,  that  they  bound  a  rope  round  his  feet  and  dragged  him 
through  the  bazar  of  Amritsar  and  Lahore.  As  he  had  seated  Arjun  on  heated  frying-pans  and 
hot  sands,  so  did  Har-govind  to,  him,  till  he  at  last  died  being  dragged  about  in  the  bazar. 

AU  this  appears  very  improbable,  as  it  is  far  more  likely  that  he  revenged  himself  without 
any  reference  to  authority.  We  know  from  the  Dabistan,  that  Har-goyind  was  a  man  of  a  warlike 
spirit  and  addicted  to  hunting;  he  always  kept  a  strong  band  of  armed  followers  round  his  person 
and  he  is  said  to  have  had  eight  hundred  horses  in  his  stable.  He  built  the  town  of  Har-govind- 
p.u.r  on  the  banks  of  the  Biasa,  to  serve  him,  in  case  of  necessity,  as  a  firm  retreat.  His  warlike 
inclinations  prompted  him  also  to  enter  the  service  of  the  Emperor  Jahangir,  but  his  irregular 
conduct  involved  him  in  many  difficulties.     It  is  expressly  stated  in  the  Dabistan  (II.  p.  274),  that 

1  The  history  of  the  later  Sikh  Gurus  from  Har-Govind  to  Go.vind  Singh  is  involved  in  a  great  deal  of 
obscurity,  as  the  Sikh  accounts  are  so  frequently  contradictory  and  dictated  by  prejudice  or  hatred  against  the 
Muhammadans.  This  part  of  their  history  requires  as  yet  a  careful,  critical  sifting,  as  the  Sikhs  themselves 
have  no  idea  of  historical  truth. 

2  From  this  tradition  it  would  follow,  that  Arjuu  had  really  died  of  ill  treatment,  as  the  Dabistan  reports, 
and  not  by  drowning  in  the  Ravi,  This  is  also  more  or  less  conBrmed  by  Arjun's  tomb,  erected  at  Lahore ; 
f«r  if  Arjun's  corpse  had  not  been  found,  how  could  a  tomb  have  been  erected  over  it  ? 
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he  appropriated  to  himself  the  pay  due  to  the  soldiers  in  advance,  in  consequence  of  which  and 
on  account  of  the  mulct  imposed  upon  his  father  Arjun,  the  Emperor  Jahangir  sent  him  to  the 
fort  of  Gualiar,  where  he  remained  imprisoned  for  twelve  years.  At  last  the  Emperor  released 
him,  heing  moved  hy  pity.  The  Sikh  tradition  is  quite  silent  on  this  point;  and  his  imprison- 
ment at  Gualiar,  which  it  restricts  to  forty  days,  is  ascribed  to  quite  different  reasons,  as  we  have 
seen  above. 

After  the  death  of  Jahangir  (1628)  Har-govind  entered  the  service  of  the  Emperor  Shah- 
jahan,  but  he  seems  soon  to  have  left  his  service  and  to  have  taken  up  a  reckless  course  of 
life  again.  Shah-Jahan  sent  troops  against  him,  who  took  Bamdaspur  and  plundered  the  Guru's 
property.  Thence  he  fled  to  Kartarpur,  where  he  soon  had  a  serious  encounter  with  the  Pathan 
Paindah  Khan.1  According  to  the  Sikh  tradition  Paindah  Khan  was  living  with  the  Guru  in  his 
tent  (he  is  even  said  to  have  been  his  foster  brother).  One  day  a  Sikh  brought  a  sword,  a  hawk 
and  a  beautiful  dress  as  presents  to  the  Guru,  which  he  bestowed  on  Paindah  Khan,  who  gave 
them  again  away  to  his  son-in-law,  When  the  Guru  heard  this,  he  became  angry  with  Paindah 
Khan  and  expostulated  with  him  about  it.  Paindah  Khan  denied  it  at  first,  but  was  convicted, 
whereupon  he  was  beaten  by  some  Sikhs  present  and  turned  out  of  the  tent. 

Paindah  Khan  got  the  ear  of  the  Mugul  authorities,  and  as  he  was  considered  a  fit  instrument 
to  strike  a  blow  at  the  dreaded  Guru,  troops  were  entrusted  to  him,  with  whom  he  besieged 
Har-govind  at  Kartarpur.  A  severe  struggle  ensued,  in  which  the  Imperial  troops  were  vanquished 
and  Paindah  Khan  himself  slain  by  the  Guru. 

Encouraged  by  this  victory  he  moved  to  Bhagvara  in  the  vicinity  of  Lahore.  He  seized 
some  horses  belonging  to  the  Emperor,  but  being  pursued  he  fled  to  the  hills.  He  took  up  his 
abode  at  Klratpur  (near  Anandpur),  in  the  house  of  his  eldest  son  Gur-ditta,  who  was  living 
there  with  Baba  Bucjha,2  and  some  time  after,  having  given  the  throne  of  the  Guruship  to  his 
grandson  Har-riii,  he  died  there  a.d.   1638,  the  10th  of  March,3  • 

Guru  Har-govind  has  given  quite  a  different  appearance  to  the  Sikh  community.  The  peaceful 
Eaqirs  were  changed  into  soldiers  and  the  Guru's  camp  resounded  with  the  din  of  war;  the 
rosary  was  laid  aside  and  the  'sword  buckled  on.  As  the  Guru's  expeditions  were  nearly  always 
directed  against  the  Muhammadans  and  the  extortionate  provincial  authorities,  we  need  not  wonder, 
that  his  popularity  fast  increased  with  the  ill-treated  Hindu  rural  population;  every  fugitive  or 
oppressed  man  took  refuge  in  his  camp,  where  he  was  sure  to  be  welcomed  without  being  much 
troubled  about  religion,  and  the  charms  of  a  vagrant  life  and  the  hope  of  booty  attracted  numbers 
of  warlike  Jats,  who  willingly  acknowledged  him  as  their  Guru,  the  more  so  as  he  allowed  his 
followers  to  eat  all  kinds  of  flesh,  that  of  the  cow  excepted.  The  home  of  the  Sikhs  was  now 
the  camp,  where  the  heterogeneous  elements,  by  close  contact,  and  stimulated  by  the  same  hopes 
and  fears,  soon  welded  together  into  a  new  community.  The  expeditions  and  fights  however 
were  as  yet  on  a  small  scale  and  partook  more  of  a  local  character,  and  were  therefore  hardly 
ever  noticed  by  the  authorities,  who  were  either  too  shortsighted  and  indolent  or  top  powerless  to 
stop  effectually  the  concourse  of  such  a  turbulent  and  dangerous  crowd, 

1  In  Gurmukhl  written  IfUtft. 

*  H\H\  "^T,  a  notorious  freebooter  in  the  Panjab,  who  had  become  a  disciple  of  Har-govind.  He  got 
therefore  the  honorary  title  of  "EfTm  (father  Budha). 

3  There  is  a  great  diversity  about  the  date  of  Har-govind's  death.  The  year  given  is  that  commonly 
recorded  by  the  Sikhs.  In  the  Dabistan  the  year  1645  is  mentioned,  corresponding  to  the  Hijrah  1055. 
Mulisin  Fan!  says  (II.  281),  that  he  saw  Har-govind  in  the  year  of  the  Hijrah  1053  (  =  1643)  at  Klratpur. 
We  do  not  know  how  to  reconcile  these  two  dates,  which  differ  by  seven  years.  Perhaps  there  is  a  mistake  in 
the  Arabic  ciphers  of  the  Dabistan. 
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That  a  Guru  like  Har-g5vinil  had  no  time  nor  taste  for  meditation  and  the  composition  of 
religious  poetry  need  hardly  be  remarked ;  not  a  single  verse  of  his  is  therefore  to  be  found  in 
the  Granth. 

7.— GUEU  HAE-EAI  (a.d.  1638-1660). 

Har-govind  had  five  sons,  Gur-ditta,  A  tall,  Teg-bahadur,  AnI-rai  and  Surat-mall.  Teg- 
bahadur  was  from  youth  up  of  a  contemplative  mind  and  did  not  care  for  anything;  like  a 
madman  he  is  said  to  have  observed  deep  silence;1  the  four  other  brothers  were  worldly-minded 
and  continually  quarrelling  amongst  themselves  about  the  succession  in  the  Guruship.  Their 
father  was  therefore  greatly  perplexed  to  whom  he  should  give  the  throne  of  the  Guruship  and 
could  not  make  up  his  mind.  They  say,  that  one  day  at  Kiratpur  the  little  son  of  Gur-ditta  came 
to  his  grandfather  and  seated  himself  on  his  lap;  when  the  Guru  began  to  fondle  him,  Har-rai 
took  off  the  turban  of  his  grandfather  and  put  it  on  his  own  head.  The  Guru,  who  was  not 
much  pleased  with  his  own  sons,  or  seeing  this  rejoiced,  and  thought  within  himself  that  he 
would  give  the  throne  to  this  boy;  by  doing  so  the  mouths  of  all  the  brothers  would  be  shut 
and  a  stop  put  to  their  mutual  jealousy.  Having  reflected  on  this  he  called  together  the  society 
(of  the  disciples),  put  a  cocoa-nut  and  five  Paisas  before  Har-rai  and  bowed  his  head  before  him, 
saying:  "brother  Sikhs,  the  Lord  himself  has  put  the  turban  of  the  Guruship  on  the  head  of 
this  boy,  now  no  one  has  anything  more  to  say  about  it;  whoever  is  my  disciple,  he  shall 
consider  Har-rai  as  his  Guru,  he  will  become  a  great,  perfect  saint."  The  society  was  much 
pleased  with  this  decision  of  the  Guru,  they  bowed  their  beads  before  Har-rai,  and  also  the  four 
brothers  {i.e.  the  sons  of  the  Guru)  remained  silent,3  as  none  of  them  had  the  power  to  wrest 
the  Guruship  from  him.  Har-rai  vas,  according  to  all  accounts,  a  wise  and  sensible  man,  and 
of  .a  more  peaceful  disposition  of  mind  than  his  grandfather  had  been. 

"When  T>&%  Shikgh,  the  brother  of  Aurang-zeb,  came  to  the  Panjab  in  order  to  make  war 
against  his  brother,  he  sought  the  alliance  of  Guru  Har-rai,  who  joined  him  with  his  Sikhs.  But 
when  Dara  had  been  beaten  and  killed,  the  Guru  prudently  withdrew  from  the  scene  of  war 
and  retreated  to  Kiratpur,  sending  at  the  same  time  his  eldest  son  Eam-rai  with  an  apology  to 
Aurang-zeb,  who  received  him  kindly,  but  retained  him  as  a  hostage  at  his  court,  thereby  securing 
the  peace  of  the  Panjab.  This  whole  incident  of  the  jojning  of  the  Guru  in  the  rebellion  of 
Prince  Dara  is  totally  passed  over  by  the  Sikh  tradition,  neither  is  the  mission  of  Eam-rai  to 
the  court  of'Pilli  mentioned. 

Har-rai  seems  to  have  had  neither  inclination  nor  calling  for  poetry;  no  single  verse  of  his 
is  therefore  found  in  the  Granth.  He  died  in  peace  and  tranquillity  at  Kiratpur  a.d.  1660,3 
having  nominated  his  younger  son  Har-Msan  his  successor  in  the  Guruship, 

8.— GTJEU  HAE-IQSAN  (A.p.  1660-1664). 

Guru  Har-riii  had  two  sons,  Eam-rai  and  Har-kisan.  It  is  said  that  the  Guru  was  displeased 
with  his  eldest  son,  because  he  made  disciples  of  his  own  and  worked  miracles.  When  he  had 
therefore  one  day  gone  away  to  visit  his  own  disciples,  Har-ri^i  declared  his  younger  son  his 
successor  in  the  Guruship  before  all  the  societies"  (of  the  disciples),     When  Eam-rai  heard  of  this, 

1  The  Sikhl"  de  raj  di  vithia  (p.  39)  says  of  him  :  ^Tff^tft  ^t?  ^MBTV  crfJfeT  W- 

2  Some  say,  that  Gur-ditta  had  died  already  before  his  father;  but  this  is  by  np  means  certain,    He  died  at 
Kiratpur,  where  a  splendid  tomb  was  built  to  him. 

3  The  date  of  his  death  differs  considerably.     Some  give  the  year  16G1,  some  1663,  and  some  1664. 
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he  was  much  vexed;  lie  said  before  the  Sikhs,  that  Har-kisan  was  still  a  minor,  on  whom  the 
small-pox  had  not  yet  broken  out,  if  he  should  get  through  the  small-pox,  then  he  might  take 
the  Guruship. 

According  to  one  tradition  (as  given  in  the  Sikh!  de  raj  dl  vithia,  p.  43)  Guru  Har-kisan 
was  summoned  to  the  court  of  Dilll  in  the  following  way.  Aurang-zeb  one  day  asked  his 
courtiers,  who  amongst  the  Eaqirs  of  Baba  Nanak  was  now  the  best  ?  They  answered,  that  now 
a  young  lad,  by  name  Har-kisan,  was  reported  to  be  their  leader,  who  already  in  his  youth 
was  a  perfect  Eaqir.  Thereupon  the  Emperor  ordered  that  they  should  quickly  bring  him  to 
Dilll,  as  he  wished  to  see  him.  One  Khatri,  who  was  a  Divan  (minister)  of  the  Emperor  and 
one  of  the  disciples  of  the  Guru,  offered  himself  to  bring  Har-kisan.  He  went  to  Klratpur 
and  communicated  to  the  Guru  the  wish  of  the  Emperor,  who  set  out  with  the  messenger  and 
with  many  disciples  in  a  Palkl  for  Dilll.  Here  the  matter  is  represented  as  if  Aurang-zeb  desired 
to  see  the  Guru  out  of  curiosity,  whereas  we  know  from  other  sources,  that  this  was  by  no 
means  the   case. 

Eam-rai,  the  elder  brother  of  Har-kisan,  was  detained  as  hostage  at  the  court  of  Aurang-zeb, 
and  was  apparently  not  on  a  good  footing  with  his  father,  and  therefore  was  passed  over.  "When 
Eam-rai  heard  of  the  death  of  his  father  and  that  his  younger  brother  had  been  installed  as 
Guru,  he  oomplained  to  the  Emperor  and  asked  for  his  decision.  Aurang-zeb  was  very  glad 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  interfering,  and  summoned  the  young  Har-kisan  to  his  court,  who 
reluctantly   obeyed. 

Whilst  staying  at  Dilll,  Har-kisan  was  attacked  by  the  small-pox,  so  that  he  was  unable 
to  appear  at  court.  When  the  Guru  became  very  weak,  the  disciples  asked  him  whom  they 
should  acknowledge  as  Guru  after  him  ?  It  is  said,  that  after  some  reflection  he  put  five  Paisas 
and  a  cocoa-nut  on  the  ground,  and  having  bowed  his  head  said  to  the  disciples :  "  Go,  your 
Guru  is  in  the  village  of  Bakala  ("EJoJT55T)»  near  Anandpur."  He  died  in  1664.  No  verse  of  his 
is   contained   in   the   Granth. 

In  the  disturbances  which  followed  the  death  of  Har-kisan,  Eam-rai  was  disavowed  by  all 
parties.  He  went  therefore  to  the  hills  and  settled  at  Dehradiin  ($0 "6 l-i^),1  where  he  started 
a  sect  of  his  own,  and  collected  many  disciples.  He  still  lived  in  the  times  of  Guru  Gavind  Singh 
and  frequently  quarrelled  with  him.  He  taught  his  disciples  not  to  bow  the  head  before  any 
one  but  himself,  and  not  to  worship  any  god  or  goddess  but  himself.  His  disciples  were  called 
"  Bam-rale "    (d'l*Tdiyll£)>   and  were   afterwards  excommunicated   by   Guru   Gqvind   Singh. 

It  is  reported  that  Eam-rai,  for  the  sake  of  one  of  his  disciples,  underwent  in  a  deep  cave 
a  very  severe  course  of  austerities  (^3f  Wt3'WTl)  !  when  the  breath  had  risen  to  the  tenth 
gate,  the  disciples,  who  were  near  him,  knew  that  the  Guru  had  died,  and  they  burnt  his  body 
after  the  manner  of  the  Hindus.  They  erected  there  a  tomb  (JTHTTi)  an(l  called  it  HTT?TfE 
nTT  <Odl  >  hence  that  hilly  country  received  the  name  of  Dehradun ;  there  every  year  a  great 
Mela  is  held,   where  many  holy  personages   assemble, 

9.— GURU  TEG-BAHADUR  (a.d.  1664-1675). 

After  the  death  of  Har-kisan,  dissensions  arose  among  the  Sikhs  as  to  the  succession  in  the 
Guruship.  A  company  of  disciples  went  to  Bakala,  in  order  to  pay  their  reverence  to  Teg- 
bahadur  as  their  Guru.  But  Teg-bahadur  at  first  refused  to  accept  the  Guruship:  for  the  Sodhls 
thereabout  had  set  up  a  Guru  of  their  own,  and  Eam-rai  also  was  raising  claims  to  the  succession. 

1  ^Odl  signifies  a  shrine  and  ^^  (*/.)  a  valley  between  two  mountains,  literally  therefore  :  the  shrine- 
valley. 
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At  last  Teg-bahadur  was  prevailed  upon,  chiefly  by  tbe  entreaties  of  his  mother,  to  take  upon 
himself  the  burden  of  the  Guruship,  and  he  was  soon  generally  acknowledged  as  the  head  of 
the   community. 

Teg-bahadur  left  then  Baka].a,  whefe  he  had  lived  in  seclusion,  and  removed  to  Makhoval 
(Wtf^Tffi).  which  is  near  Kiratpur,  on  the  banks  of  the  Satluj  ;  this  place  was  afterwards  called 
Anandpur,    as   being  the  residence   of  the   Guru. 

Some  time  after  he  left  this  place  and  went,  as  the  story  goes,  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Patna 
with  his  wife  and  kindred,  where  he  stayed  for  about -five  or  six  years,  and  where  Govind  Singh 
was  born  and  also  received  his  first  education  from  the  Pandits  of  that  place,  which  deeply 
tinged  his  mind  with  the  Hindu  superstitions.  Very  likely  Teg-bahadur  no  longer  felt  safe  in 
the  Panjab,  where  the  spies  of  Aurang-zeb  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Sikhs, 
and  he  resolved  therefore  to  leave  the  Panjab  altogether,  and  to  settle  under  the  garb  of  a 
Hindu  pilgrim  in  some  populous  place,  where  he  could  remain  concealed  or  unnoticed.  On  the 
following  events  of  the  life  of  Guru  Teg-bahadur  the  accounts  differ  very  widely,  as  the  Sikh 
tradition  is  endeavouring  to  conceal  or  do  away  with  everything  that  could  throw  an  unfavourable 
light  on  him.  According  to  the  Sikh  tradition,  Guru  Teg-bahadur  was  a  saint,  who,  even  after 
his  accession  to  the  Guruship,  remained  an  TJdasI  (i.e.  indifferent  to  the  world)  and  was  totally 
taken  up   with  meditation   and   devotion. 

He  removed  from  Patna  again  to  Anandpur  on  account  of  some  enmity  with  the  people, 
the  reasons   of  which   are   not   stated. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  very  fond  of  wandering  about  in  the  jungles  with  some  disciples.1 
On  one  of  these  wanderings  he  is  said  to  have  come  to  Hindustan.  When  he  arrived  at  Agra 
he  stopped  in  a  garden,  and  sent  his  signet-ring  and  a  shawl  to  the  bazar  to  dispose  of  them 
and  to  buy  some  provisions.  The  confectioner,  to  whom  these  things  were  offered  for  sale,  took 
fright,  lest  they  should  be  stolen  goods,  and  brought  them  to  the  Kutval.  The  Kutval,  having  taken 
the  signet-ring,  went  to  Teg-bahadur  into  the  garden  and  began  to  interrogate  him,  who  he 
■was  and  whence  he  had  come  ?  "When  he  had  ascertained  that  it  was  Teg-bahadur,  he  sent  a 
message  to  Aurang-zeb  at  Dilli,  that  Guru  Teg-bahadur  had  by  chance  fallen  into  his  hands, 
and  asked  for  orders  regarding  him.  The  Emperor  Aurang-zeb  was  making  all  efforts  to  bring 
the  whole  world  to  the  Musalman  faith,  and  he  had  in  those  days  imprisoned  many  Brahmans, 
as  he  hoped,  that  if  these  first  became  Musalmans,  the.  other  people  would  readily  follow  their 
example.  When  the  Emperor  heard  that  Guru  Teg-bahadur  had  been  seized,  he  was  very  glad, 
because  he  had  heard  much  of  the  Hanak-panthis  and  wished  to  meet  with  them.  He  sent 
therefore   orders   to  Agra,   that  he   should   be   quickly  sent  to   Dilli. 

"When  the  Guru  had  come  to  Dilli,  the  Emperor  had  many  disputations  with  him,  and  tried 
all  means  to  bring  him  over  to  the  Musalman  faith.  Teg-bahadur,  who  was  not  a  learned  man 
nor  conversant  with  disputations,  gave  no  answer,  and  when  the  Emperor  desired  to  see  miracles 
from  him,  he  remained  silent.  At  last  he  was  thrown  into  prison  with  three  disciples,  and 
told  that  he  would  not  be  set  at  liberty  till  he  would  embrace  the  Musalman  religion.  "When 
the  Guru  remained  firm,  they  began  to  torture  him.  He  managed  to  send  a  letter  to  his  son 
Govind  at  Anandpur,  informing  him  of  his  hopeless  state.  Govind  answered  him  with  a  consolatory 
Dohra,  but  could  do  nothing  for  him.3  When  no  more  any  hope  was  left  for  the  Guru,  two 
Sikhs  fled  and  only  one  remained  with  him.  Despairing  of  life,  and  being  weary  of  the  cruel 
treatment  he  had  to  suffer,   he   ordered   the   Sikh  to   cut  off   his  head.     He    refused   at  first  to 

1  What  is  concealed  under  these  harmless  words  we  shall  see  hereafter. 

2  See  Translation  of  the  Granth,  p.  708. 
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commit  such  a  crime,  but  when  the  Guru  pressed  him  hard,  he  at  last  struck  off  his  head  with 
a  sword.      Teg-bahadur  died  a.b.  1675. 

When  Govind  heard  of  the  death  of  his  father,  he  sent  his  sweepers  (rgoai  cuhra) l  to-  Dilli 
to  bring  the  corpse  of  the  deceased  to  Anandpur.  They  entered  the  jail  under  the  pretext  of 
sweeping  there,  and  brought  away  the  corpse  on  a  cart  laden  with  grass.  The  body  was  burnt 
at  Anandpur  and  a  great  shrine  erected  there;  the  head,  which  had  remained  at  Dilll,  some 
Sikhs  burnt  there,  and  erected  a  tomb  which  was  called  Sis-ganj  (^ffajfaT,  head-stack). 

According  to  this  tradition3  of  the  Sikhs,  as  it  is  essentially  contained  in  the  Sikha  de  raj 
di  vithia,  p.  47,  sqq.,  Guru  Teg-bahadur  appears  quite  as  an  innocent  man,  who  suffered  severely 
at  the  hands  of  the  bigoted  Aurang-zeb,  and  who,  in  order  to  avoid  a  contumelious  death,  with 
which  he  had  been  threatened,  got  his  head  cut  off  by  one  of  his  disciples.  To  this  view  his 
compositions,  which  are  contained  in  the  Granth  and  which  bear  the  stamp  of  a  rather  melancholy 
and  world-renouncing  character,  seem  to  have  contributed  greatly,  and  it  is  not  to  be  overlooked, 
that  as  to  his  sanctity  and  renunciation  of  worldly  desires,  those  very  verses  are  appealed  to  in 
the  foregoing  tradition.  We  need  therefore  not  wonder  if  Teg-bahadur,  after  the  troubles  and 
turmoils  of  the  times  were  somewhat  forgotten,   appeared  to  the  later  Sikhs  in  this  light. 

But  we  must  not  rashly  conclude  from  the  words  of  Teg-bahadur,  as  far  as  they  have  been 
handed  down  to  posterity,  that  he  was  altogether  a  quiet,  world-renouncing  Faqlr,  who  did  not 
meddle  in  worldly  affairs  or  the  politics  of  those  days ;  for  the  moral  views  of  the  Sikhs  of  those 
times  were  already  so  thoroughly  confused  and  their  hatred  against  the  Muhammadans  so  great, 
that  they  considered  rebellion  against  the  established  government  and  plundering  the  property  of 
the  Muhammadans  quite  as  lawful  acts. 

The  reasons  alleged  in  the  Sikh  tradition  for  the  persecution  and  death  of  their  ninth  Guru 
appear  very  defective  and  improbable,  though  the  bigotry  of  the  Emperor  Aurang-zeb  is  conceded 
on  all  hands  and  may  not  have  been  altogether  strange  to  it.  Some  hint  as  to  the  real  cause 
of  the  destruction  of  Teg-bahadur  is  given  by  the  Sairu-lmuta'axxinn  (Briggs's  translation,  vol.  i. 
pp.  112,  113),  where  it  is  stated,  that  he  was  taken  prisoner  on  account  of  his  predatory  proceed- 
ings and  executed  as  a  rebel  against  the  Government. 

The  Sakhis,3  which  Sirdar  Attar  Singh,  chief  of  Bhadour, — who  with  an  enlightened  mind 
follows  up  the  history  and  religion  of  his  nation, — has  lately  published,  throw  a  very  significant 
light  on  the  wanderings  of  Teg-bahadur  and  their  real  character,  and  tend  to  confirm  the  charges 
brought  against  him  by  Muhammadan  writers.  As  these  Sakhis  reproduce  the  Sikh  tradition, 
we  have  the  less  reason  to  question  their  trustworthiness.  According  to  them  the  Guru  appears  by 
no  means  as  a  harmless,   spiritual  instructor,  but  riding  at  the  front  of  well-armed  disciples,  who, 

1  Their  descendants  are  said  to  be  the  ^l-Hlft  f^Ttr.  (Majbl  Sikh),  as  those  sweepers  were  received  into  the 
Khalsa  by  Guru  Govind  Singh  for  their  daring  courage.  ^tT^T  is  a  corruption  from  the  Arabic  —^fcj^ 
(regular,  due  Sikhs).  "/ 

2  The  traditions  about  the  imprisonment  and  death  of  Teg-bahadur  differ  very  much  and  are  frequently 
contradictory.  Some  ascribe  his  persecutions  and  consequent  death  to  the  inveterate  hatred  of  Ram-rai  (see 
M'Gregor,  History  of  the  Sikhs,  vol.  i.  p.  66  ;  Malcolm,  Sketch  of  the  Sikhs,  p.  39),  some  solely  to  the  bigotry 
of  Aurang-zeb.  Cunningham  (History  of  the  Sikhs,  pp.  61,  62)  comes  nearer  the  truth,  as  he  consulted  also 
a  Muhammadan  authority.    The  Sikh  reports  must  be  taken  with  great  precaution  and  critical  discernment. 

3  Their  title  is :  The  Travels  of  Guru  Tegh  Bahadur  and  Guru  Gobind  Singh.  Translated  from  the 
Original  Gurmukhl  by  Sirdar  Attar  Singh,  Chief  of  Bhadour.  January,  1876.  Lahore,  Indian  Public  Opinion 
Press.  It  would  have  been  very  useful  if  the  translator  had  also  added  some  critical  apparatus  about  the 
probable  time  of  the  composition  of  these  Sakhis.  They  cannot  be  very  old,  as  the  British  territory  thereabout 
is  already  mentioned  (p.  ii). 
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if  not  willingly  provided,  levied  contributions  on  the  Zamindars  and  the. inhabitants  of  the  villages 
through  which  they  passed,  and  made  predatory  incursions  on  the  Muhammadan  population.  The 
Guru  had  not  only  a  strong  band  of  Sikhs  with  him,  but  he  engaged  also  some  rural  clans  to 
enter  his  service,  promising  them,  that  bS  would  pay  them  handsomely  and  put  them  in  the  way 
of  obtaining  booty  (Sakhi  44).  It  is  also  stated,  that  the  Muhammadan  soldiers  were  at  the 
heels  of  the  Guru,  trying  to  capture  him  (Sakhi  50).  That  it  was  dangerous  to  receive  the  Guru, 
we  see  from  the  same  Sakhi,  where  one  Bupa  Khatri,  in  whose  house  the  Guru  wanted  to  put 
up,  says:  "Sir,  I  cannot  entertain  you  at  my  house,  for  the  Emperor  will  destroy  me  and  my 
family."  From  this  it  may  be  safely  concluded,  that  the  Guru  was  outlawed  at  that  time.1  We 
can  therefore  easily  understand,  why  the  Kutval  of  Agra  seized  Teg-bahadur,  when  he  fell  into 
his  hands.  The  Muhammadan  reports,  which  ascribe  his  capture  and  execution  to  political  reasons, 
deserve  therefore  full  credit,  the  Sikh  tradition  itself  confirming  by  these  Sakhls  the  charges 
brought  against  him. 

10.— GURU  GOVIND  SINGH  (a.d.  1675-1708). 

Teg-bahadur  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Govind  Singh,  who  was  only  fifteen  years  old  when 
his  father  died.  As  he  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  dangers,  he  retreated  to  the  mountains, 
where  he  kept  himself  concealed,  being  occupied  with  hunting  and  archery,  in  Which  latter  art 
he  became  a  great  adept.  He  studied  also  Persian  and  read  a  good  deal  of  Hindi,  but  never 
attempted  the  study  of  Sanskrit,  though  he  occasionally  tried  to  imitate  it  in  his  compositions, 
which  on  the  whole  are  very  difficult  and  intricate.8 

1  We  must  remark  here,  that  in  these  Sakhls  no  distinct  line  is  drawn  between  the  wanderings  of  Guru 
Teg-bahadur  and  those  of  Guru  Govind  Singh,  so  that  it  remains  uncertain,  where  the  first  end  and  where 
the  second  commence.  As  I  have  not  the  original  text  at  my  disposal,  I  cannot  say,  if  this  is  owing  to  some 
fault  of  the  text  or  to  some  oversight  of  the  translator.  This  great  defect  seems  at  any  rate  not  to  have  struck 
him,  as  he  makes  no  remark  about  it.  It  is  certain  that  the  Sakhls  from  51  refer  to  Guru  Govind  Singh,  the 
fight  at  Mukt-sar  having  taken  place  under  him.  In  Sakhi  56  it  is  also  stated  that  the  Guru  was  only  thirty- 
five  years  old,  which  could  only  be  said  of  GSvind  Singh. 

2  Govind  Singh  describes  his  youth  briefly  in  the  following  verses  of  the  Vicitr  najak: 

j^jj  fifST  ITJTJJ'  oflMflf  \|0|  |AI  ll  "  My  father  had  travelled  to  the  east, 
3tf3  3tf5  $  3^fW  3T37T  II  To  different  kinds  of  Tirthas. 

tTWI"  iTTfe  f^fcitjft  3§  II  When  g°in£  aIonS  he  was  at  Tribeni, 

Xfjj  ^735  f^TTS  a(6d  fUdAL  II  v-  280.  The  days  passed  in  bestowing  alms. 

3U\  \J5-R  mCTBT  3^  II  "  There  l  was  manifested. 

xtztst  *rcra  fM*  s^  ott  h  r  took  birth  in  the  city of  Patn5- 

VfZ  ^T  'TT  ^  ?fc  'KlS  II  He  t0°k  me  (tnen)  t0  Madra-des, 

3TT%  Stfe  ^TTCTYWS  ^.66dll£  II  v-  281.  (Where)  I  was  fondled  by  various  nurses. 

oftTft  W7&  3tf3  33?  3ST  II  "  My  body  was  preserved  in  various  ways. 

^25^  3ff!T  dlfd  5t  fiTtpT  ll  *  received  instruction  of  various  kinds. 

tTE(  TPT  TOT  TcPT  ^  WTC  II  When  I  had  come  to  years  of  discretion, 

$^  35?  3^T  flT5T  fa^TH?  II  v.  282.  My  father  went  to  heaven." 

By  *W  &{  the  Panjab  is  meant.     The  verses  following  describe  his  hunting  expeditions  and  after  his 
accession  to  the  Guruship  his  wars  with  the  hill  Rajas. 


xc  SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  THE  OTHER  SIKH  GURUS.    GOVIND  SINGH. 

When  he  had  attained  to  years  of  manhood,  he  stood  publicly  up  as  Guru,  and  com- 
menced to  collect  the  dispersed  and  intimidated  members  of  the  Sikh  community.  During  his 
retreat  he  had  matured  his  plans;  his  aim  was  to  wreak  bloody  revenge  on  the  murderers  of  his 
father,  to  subvert  totally  the  Muhammadan  power,   and  to  found  a  new  empire  upon  its  ruins. 

As  his  mind  was  deeply  tinged,  owing  to  his  early  education  by  Hindu  Pandits,  with  the 
superstitious  notions  of  the  Hindus,  he  resolved,  before  embarking  on  his  great  enterprise,  to  secure 
to  himself  the  aid  of  the  goddess  Durga,  who  was  his  special  object  of  worship.  After  he  had 
procured  some  Pandits  from  Benares,  he  went  with  them  to  the  hill  of  the  Naina-devI  (ac\i<«sI), 
which  is  about  six  "Kos  distant  from  Anandpur.  There  he  began  to  practise  the  severest  austerities 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Pandits.  When  he  had  gone  through  the  course  of  these 
austerities,  the  Brahmans  began  to  offer  up  his  burnt  offerings,  throwing  hundreds  of  maunds 
of  Ghl,  raw  sugar  and  molasses  into   the  fire. 

"When  the  burnt  offering  (^TH)  was  completed,  the  Pandits  told  the  Guru,  that  he  should  now, 
in  order  to  make  a  powerful  offering,  cut  off  the  head  of  his  own  son  and  put  it  before  the  goddess. 
Govind  Singh  had  four  sons,1  but  when  he  asked  their  mothers  to  give  him  one,  they  flatly 
refused  it.  The  Guru  asked  the  Pandits,  what  was  now  to  be  done  ?  and  when  they  answered, 
that  the  head  of  some  one  else  would  do,  Ave  (others  say  twenty-five)  disciples  offered  their  heads, 
one  of  which  was  cut  off  and  offered  to  the  goddess,  and  thus  the  burnt  offering  made  complete. 
The  story  goes,  that  thereupon  the  Devi  appeared  and  said:  "Go,  thy  sect  will  prosper  in  the 
world"  (tTRT  ^T  ifa  y&T3  fe$  J3  V^T)-2 

"When  the  Guru  had  returned  from  the  hills  to  Anandpur,  he  assembled  the  societies  of  the 
disciples,  and  told  them  that  he  required  the  head  of  a  disciple ;  he,  who  loved  his  Guru,  should 
give  it.  Most  of  them  were  terror-struck  and  fled;  but  five  out  of  them  rose  and  offered 
resolutely  their  heads.  Their  names  (which  have  been  carefully  recorded,  whereas  the  name  of 
the  poor  victim  'offered  to  the  Naina-devi  is  not  mentioned)  were :  Dharm  Singh,  Sukkha  Singh, 
Daya.  Singh,  Himmat  Singh  and  Muhkam  Singh.  These  five  he  took  into  a  room,  and  told  them  that, 
as  he  had  found  them  true,  he  would  give  them  the  Pahul  of  the  true  religion  (f^  trg^f  sft  IfnJHJ). 
He  made  them  bathe  and  seated  them  side  by  side ;  he  dissolved  purified  sugar 3  in  water  and 
stirred  it  with  a  two-edged  dagger,  and  having  recited  over  it  some  verses,  which  are  written  in  the 
*1RT?5  '@TT33>*  he  made  them  drink  some  of  this  sherbet,  some  part  of  it  he  poured  on  their  head 

1  The  names  of  the  four  sons  of  Govind  Singh  are :  Joravar  Singh,  Fate  Singh,  Jujhar  Singh  and 
Jit  Singh. 

1  There  can  hardly  be  any  doubt  that  this  bloody  human  sacrifice  was  really  offered,  as  all  reports  agree 
on  this  point.  The  Sikhs,  who  felt  very  much  the  atrocity  of  such  an  act,  would  never  have  ascribed  anything 
of  this  kind  to  their  Guru,  if  it  had  not  really  taken  place.  At  the  same  time  we  may  learn  from  this  fact, 
that  the  Brahmans,  even  as  late  as  the  seventeenth  century,  did  not  scruple  to  offer  up  a  human  sacrifice. 

*  V3TTT  (SindhI  XlrTTSft),  purified  sugar ;  also  some  kind  of  sweetmeats  made  of  it. 

4  The  Jti^iw  "@*{33  (the  praise  of  the  Timeless  one)  follows  immediately  after  the  Japji  in  Govind's 
Granth.     It  commences  with  the  words  : 

W3TS5  VcTtf  37  <JSI  vJTJ  X  ||  " The  protection  of  the  timeless  divine  male  is  to  us. 

*pi  &7T  ^  HfenfT  UH  ^  ll  The  protection  of  all  iron  is  to  us. 

TJST  oMWift  3\  ^f^HT  TTH  ^  II  The  protection  of  the  All-time  is  to  us. 

HW  WUWT  ^  Ff^WfT  Xm  ^  ||  The  protection  of  the  All-iron  is  to  us." 

^isaJ1  old  Hindi  Dative  Affix-     TTS  oMWtft,  the  All-time  (i.e.  he  who  comprehends  all  time)  and  HSU 
WOtTI.  the  All-iron  (i.e.  he  who  is  all  iron),  are  epithets  for  the  Supreme  Being. 
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and  the  rest  he  sprinkled  on  their  body;  then  patting  them  with  his  hand  he  cried  with  a  loud 
voice:  "Say,  the  Khalsa  of  the  Vah-Guru!  victory  of  (=  to)  the  holy  Vah-Guru!"  (^TTjaTTfft  SfT 
trTC5*rr  tllFl'  <SIOdid-tft  Sft  ?5)-  After  he  had  given  the  Pahul1  to  these  five  in  this  "manner, 
he  took  it  likewise  from  them,  and  in  this  way  all  the  rest  of  his  disciples  were  initiated,  to 
whom  he  gave  the  name  of  the  Khalsa*  adding  to  the  name  of  each  of  them  the  epithet  of  Singh 
(lion).  Then  he  gave  the  order,  that  whoever  desired  to  be  his  disciple,  he  must  always  have 
five  things  with  him  which  all  commence  with  the  letter  Kakka,  {i.e.  K),  viz. :  the  hair  ($*T,  which 
must  not  be  cut),  a  eomb  (^un%  a  knife  (ST3T),  a  sword  (fsr3"MT^)>  and  Ireeehes  reaching  to  the 
knee  fig),  otherwise  he  would  not  consider  him  as  his  disciple.  In  order  to  separate  his  Sikhs 
totally  from  the  Hindus  and  to  form  them  into  a  distinct  body,  which  as  such  should  also  be 
known  by  outward  signs,  he  issued  many  other  regulations,  which  are  called  d"fd3AIHT  (book 
of  conduct).  As  he  had  perceived,  that  the  Hindus  had  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  Muhammadan 
invaders  by  their  division  into  castes,  which  nursed  a  rancorous  feeling  and  did  not  allow  the 
lower  orders  to  bear  arms,  he  abolished  the  caste  altogether,  in  order  to  put  all  on  a  footing  of 
equality,  and  received  people  of  all'  castes  into  the  Khalsa.  But  this  offended  the  pride  and 
prejudices  of  the  higher  castes  to  such  a  degree,  that  a  great  many  of  his  disciples  left  him  and 
would  no  longer  acknowledge  him  as  their'  Guru;  the  Khalsa  consisted  therefore  chiefly  of  men 
of  the  lower  orders,  especially  of  Jats,  whereas  the  disciples,  who  did  not  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  Guru  Govind  Singh  on  account  of  his  inovations,  simply  called  themselves  Sikhs, 
without  adding  to  their  names  the  title  of  Singh.3  He  tried  also  to  infuse  his  own  spirit  into 
the  Adi  Granth,  which  was  already  generally  received  as  the  holy  book  of  the  Sikh  community, 
as  he  slightingly  remarked  that  the  Adi  Granth,  such  as  it  was,  only  instilled  into  the  minds  of 
the  Sikhs  a  spirit  of  meekness  and  humbleness.  He  therefore  sent  men  to  Kartarpur,  where  the 
official  volume,  signed  by  the  hand  of  Guru  Arjun  himself,  was  preserved,  to  bring  it  to  him, 
in  order  to  make  additions  to  it ;  but  the  S5dhis,  to  whom  the  volume  was  entrusted,  refused 
to  give  it  away,  as  they  did  not  acknowledge  Govind  Singh  as  Guru.4  They  sent  him  word, 
that  he  should  make  a  new  Granth,  if  he  was  able  to  do  so.  This  message  incensed  G5vind  Singh, 
and  he  resolved  forthwith  to  make  a  Granth  of  his  own  for  his  followers,  which  should  rouse  their 
military  valour  and  inflame  them  to  deeds  of  courage.  He  set  to  work,  and  composed  a  big  heavy 
Granth  and  when  it  was  completed  (Sambat  1753  =  a.i>.  1696),  he  called  it  the  Granth  of  the 
tenth  reign  {^.H<Tt  VRTWTvfY  TT  ^")-5 

1  The  Pahul  was  no  new  invention  of  Govind  Singh,  as  frequently  asserted,  but  only  the  renovation  of 
an  old  Sikh  rite  (see  p.  xxxv,  note  4),  which  in  those  troublous  times  seems  to  have  fallen  into  disuse.  His 
object  was  to  put  the  Sikh  community  on  a  new  and  firmer  basis  by  administering  the  Pahul  to  all  his  disciples. 
The  sherbet  drunk  at  the  ceremony  of  the  Pahul  the  Sikhs  call  Jtff'TB'  (nectar). 

2  "fcfT?5T'N the  name  of  the  new  Sikh  commonwealth,  is  derived  from  the  Arabic  (Udli-,  It  signifies: 
one's  own,  pure  property  ;  thence :.  the  Guru's  {or  God's)  own,  special  property.  This  is  the  most  appropriate 
explanation,  in  spite  of  the  Sikh  saying :  tfTWHT  35TH  M*5TlWHt  ?T  "Era?*  T3T  3TT  fVTTcJT  3rfW  3I^- 

8  Among  this  latter  class  were  also  the  Nanak  potra,  the  descendants  of  Baba  Nanak,  some  of  whom 
visited  me  at  Lahore.  This  class  of  Sikhs  differ  very  little  from  the  Hindus,  as  they  are  equally  particular  as 
to  caste  (especially  as  regards  intermarriages)  and  do  not  refrain  from  smoking,  as  the  Govind  Singhis  do. 
As  far  as  I  could  perceive,  the  stricter  Sikhs  are  now  fast  decreasing  in  number,  since  they  no  longer  enjoy 
any  public  privileges. 

4  These  Sodhis  were  the  tft3'+{<S6^?,  the  descendants  of  Dinr-mall,     See  p.  Ixxxii,  note  2. 

s  Only  a  small  portion  of  it  was  composed  by  Govind  Singh  himself,  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  it  was 
made  up  by  his  court  poets.  The  idiom  of  it  is  the  older  Hindi,  but  couched  in  very  difficult  and  frequently 
obscure  language. 
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Govind  Singh  knew  very  well,  that  he  could  not  accomplish  his  schemes  with  an  undisciplined 
crowd;  his  great  aim  was  therefore  to  exercise  his  Sikhs  in  the  use  of  arms.  "When  this  point 
was  reached  to  some  degree,  an  opportunity  for  trying  their  valour  was  not  long  wanting,  though 
Govind  Singh  assures  us,  that  war  was  made  upon  him  without  a  cause.1  According  to  tradition 
the  war  broke  out  on  account  of  an  elephant,  which  the  hill  Eajas  demanded  from  Guru  Govind 
Singh,  and  which  he  refused  to  give  up.  The  hill  Eajas  marched  with  a  considerable  force  on 
Anandpur  and  some  severe  battles  were  fought,  in  one  of  which,  near  the  town  of  Camkaur 
(B*RcT),  the  two  eldest  sons  of  Govind  Singh  were  killed ;  but  the  Eajas  were  at  last  successively 
repulsed  and  compelled  to  flee  to  the  hills.  When  the  Eajas  perceived,  that  they  could  effect 
nothing  against  GSvind  Singh,  they  addressed  the  Emperor  and  asked  for  assistance,  which  was 
readily  granted.  In  union  with  the  Imperial  troops  they  again  attacked  Anandpur  and  besieged  it. 
"When  Govind  Singh  saw  the  danger  of  his  position,  he  left  his  troops  there  and  fled  with  those  five 
Sikhs  (whose  names  have  been  mentioned  above)  and  his  two  youngest  sons  to  the  town  of 
Machuvara  (HTsb^TWT)*  where  he  concealed  himself  for  some  time  in  the  house  of  a  Sikh.  "When 
the  Imperial  troops  followed  him  also  there,  he  managed  his  escape  with  those  five  Sikhs  by 
disguising  himself  and  putting  on  the  dress  of  a  Husalman,  and  reached  safely  Malva;  but  his 
two  sons  he  was  compelled  to  leave  behind  at  that  place.  They  were  betrayed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Imperial  troops,  who  brought  them  to  Sirhind  (in  Panjabi  +id<).  "Vazir  Khan,  the 
Governor  of  Sirhind,  informed  the  Emperor  Aurang-zeb  of  it,  and  asked  for  orders  regarding  them. 
He  was  ordered  to  put  them  to  death.  He  put  the  poor  children  under  the  foundation  of  a  wall, 
closed  the  place  up  and  buried  them  thus  alive.  It  is  said  that  the  weeping  of  the  children 
was  heard  for  some  days. 

The  Guru  was  meantime  pursued  by  the  Imperial  forces,  but  as  they  could  follow  him  in 
the  sandy  deserts  only  slowly,  owiDg  to  the  want  of  water  and  provisions,  he  found  time  to  collect 
again  a  body  of  Sikhs  round  his  person.  "When  the  troops  at  last  came  up  with  him  and  brought 
him  to  action  at  a  place  called  afterwards  Mukt-sar  (*T33T3)>  he  was  defeated  with  his  small 
band ;  but  as  the  Imperialists  were  under  the  impression  that  the  Guru  had  been  slain,  they 
desisted  from  further  persecution,  as  they  were  nearly  dying  of  thirst.2  Thus  Govind  Singh 
found  some  rest;  he  built  on  the  battle-field  a  large  tank,  which  he  called  WTSWB  (the  tank  of 
emancipation),  as  he  asserted  that  many  had  there  been  emancipated.  He  settled  in  a  village 
of  Malva.  and  remained  peaceful,  only  bent  on  making  disciples,  in  which  he  is  said  to  have 
been  very  successful.3  He  built  there  a  large  residence  fer  himself,  which  he  called  Damdamd 
CZVZ^T)-  This  place  became  the  Benares  of  the  Sikhs,  and  many  resort  thither,  as  a  residence 
at  Damdama  is  considered  a  very  meritorious  act.  A  saying  of  Govind  Singh  is  current  among 
the  Sikhs,  that  whoever  would  dwell  at  Damdama,  he  would  become  wise,  be  he  ever  so  great 
a  fool.  The  study  of  the  Granth  is  much  in  vogue  there  and  the  Gurmukh!  writers  of  Damdama 
are  considered  the  best. 

1  Vicitr  natak,  v.  285 :  &U  VHT  vH?  ff  f^  STPrTT-  It;  is  very  remarkable,  that  Govind  Singh  passes 
here  in  complete  silence  the  reason,  or  reasons,  which  led  to  these  sanguinary  conflicts  with  the  hill  Rajas, 
which  he  describes  in  such  glowing  colours  (if  he  does  not  too  much  exaggerate  the  importance  of  these 
fights,  which  is  by  no  means  certain). 

2  This  fight  is  recorded  iu  Sakhi  53  (Attar  Singh's  edition).  There  it  is  stated,  that  forty  Sikhs  fell  and 
obtained  the  crown  of  martyrdom  and  that  250  Muhammadans  were  killed.  It  is  openly  conceded,  that  the 
Imperial  forces  remained  masters  of  the  battle-field.  During  the  fight  the  Guru  had  retired  to  a  hillock  and 
after  the  departure  of  the  Muhammadans  he  came  down  from  that  hillock  to  the  battle-field  and  wiped  the 
faces  of  his  wounded  followers. 

3  It  is  said  that  Govind  gained  120,000  disciples. 
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Some  time  after  the  Guru  left  his  retreat  at  Damdama  and  went  to  Sirhind,  where  his  two 
youngest  sons  had  heen  buried  alive.  The  Sikhs  with  him  were  so  exasperated,  that  they  wanted 
to  burn  down  the  town  and  to  destroy  it  utterly.  But  Govind  prudently  damped  their  rash 
zeal,  as  he  feared  that  such  an  act  w^uld  bring  down  upon  him  new  persecutions.  He  only 
ordered  his  disciples,  that  whoever  passed  through  Sirhind  on  his  way  to  the  Ganga  should  dig 
up  two  bricks  and  throw  them  into  the  Jamna,  and  on  his  way  back  he  should  likewise  dig 
up  two  bricks  and  throw  them  into  the  Satluj,  otherwise  his  ablution  in  the  Ganga  would  be  of 
no  use  to  him.  They  built  there  a  great  Bhrine,  which  the  Sikhs  still  visit.  From  Sirhind  the 
Guru  went  to  Anandpur,  his  old  haunt,  and  settled  there  again,  as  he  seems  not  to  have  been 
molested  towards  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Aurang-zgb.  Some  say,  that  he  was  summoned  to  the 
court  of  Aurang-zeb;  but  this  is  doubtful,  at  any  rate  he  never  obeyed  the  summons.  It  is  equally 
doubtful  if  the  Zafar-nama,  in  which  Guru  Govind  Singh  exposed  the  wrongs  he  and  his  pre- 
decessors experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  Mugul  Emperors  and  their  Governors,  ever  was  presented 
to  Aurang-zeb. 

"When  Aurang-zeb  died  (in  1707),  Govind  Singh  rejoiced  much  at  being  now  freed  from 
his  bitterest  enemy.  His  son  Bahadur  Shah  had  to  contend  with  his  younger  brother  Azim  for 
the  crown;  both  brothers  assembled  large  armies,  and  in  the  bloody  battle  near  Agra  Azim  was 
beaten  and  killed  with  two  of  his  sons.  According  to  a  Sikh  tradition  Govind  Singh  joined 
Bahadur  Shah  with  his  followers  and  assisted  him  in  this  war.1  This  appears  very  probable  and 
would  account  for  the  otherwise  hardly  comprehensible  turn  in  the  Guru's  life,  that  of  entering 
the  service  of  the  Emperor  Bahadur  Shah,  who  entrusted  him  with  a  military  command  in  the 
IJekhan.  "When  this  war  of  succession  was  over  and  Bahadur  Shah  firmly  seated  on  the  throne 
of  Dilll,  the  Guru  is  said  to  have  visited  the  Emperor  at  Dilll  and  to  have  been  graciously  received 
by  him.  From  Dilll  he  returned  to  Anandpur  and  was  implicated  again  in  a  short  predatory 
warfare  with  the  petty  hill  chiefs,  whom  he  routed. 

About  this  time  the  abrogation  of  the  institution  of  the  so-called  Masands  or  hereditary  deputies  of 
the  Guru  took  place.  The  Masands  had  become  a  regular  plague  to  the  Sikhs,  extorting  money  in  every 
possible  way  and  ill  treating  the  poor  people  more  than  ever  the  Government  tax-gatherers  had  done. 
This  gives  some  significant  hints  as  to  how  the  Sikh  Gurus  were  ever  enabled  to  keep  such  large 
bands  of  armed  men  and  to  wage  such  an  obstinate  and  persevering  struggle  against  the  Govern- 
ment. In  the  times  of  Guru  Govind  Singh  the  oppression  of  the  Sikhs  by  his  deputed  collectors 
must  have  been  beyond  endurance,  so"  that  they  at  last  resolved  to  bring  the  matter  before  their 
dreaded  Guru  in  the  form  of  a  play.  The  passage  in  the  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia,  pp.  70,  71,  is 
very  instructive  as  to  the  overbearing  conduct  of  the  Masands  of  the  Guru.  The  Guru  took  the 
hint  to  heart,  and  as  he  perceived  that  the  institution  had  become  thoroughly  hateful  and  unbearable 
to  his  disciples,  he  resolved  to  abolish  it  altogether.  He  punished  the  Masands  severely  and 
excommunicated  them.2 

1  Thus  it  is  stated  in  the  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  68  :  WTtf^  U75  fc?  ^*T  i?JT  f«c^  3T«T  j\f^-£  f^M" 
^  "sfY  JHTV^t  stT  B-ri?  yOl-id  W[U  ^l  $W  »R3  WtSt,  though  the  high  pretensions  of  the  Sikh 
tradition,  that  Bahadur  Shah  vanquished  his  brothers  and  ascended  the  throne  by  means  of  the  Sikh  host 

(■ER57  ftfurf  ^  £tt  %  *TErauY  rzivra  iuu  wrv%  arret  5  s§  vt^  3tra  \T3  ^t)  are  by  no 

means  countenanced  by  history. 

2  The  Guru  cannot  have  been  so  ignorant  of  the  proceedings  of  his  Masands  as  he  pretended  to  be ;  for  he 
must  have  known  that  such  large  sums  of  money,  as  he  was  continually  demanding  and  spending  on  his 
troops,  were  not  forthcoming  willingly,  especially  from  a  poor  population.  It  must  surprise  every  one,  that  the 
Mugul  Government  did  not  stop  this  secret  tax-gathering  of  the  Sikh  Gurus,  as  we  can  hardly  assume  that 
the  authorities  were  kept  in  ignorance  of  it. 
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After  Govind  Singh  had  settled  his  affairs  at  home,  he  marched  for  the  Dekhan,  where  he 
had  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  five  thousand  horse.1  On  the  march  there  he  fell  in 
■with  a  Pathan,  who  was  the  grandson  of  that  Paindah  Khan  with  whom  Guru  Har-govind  had 
fought.  The  Guru  showed  to  this  man  great  affection,  and  engaged  him  in  his  service  and  took 
him  with  him.3  One  day  the  Guru  began  to  mock  at  him;  when  he  perceived  that  the  Pathan 
paid  no  heed  to  his  taunts,  he  began  to  put  him  to  shame,  saying:  "If  the  son  (and) 
grandson,  whose  father  (and)  grandfather  have  been  killed  by  somebody,  goes  to  him  in  order  to 
get  his  subsistence  from  him,  say,  what  shameless  man  must  he  be?"  The  Pathan  answered: 
"  If  a  man  remains  with  the  enemy  of  his  father  (and)  grandfather  and  gets  his  subsistence  from 
him,  he  must  be  a  very  shameless,  nose-cut  person."  The  Guru  continued :  "  If  a  Pathan  remain 
with  the  enemy  of  his  father  (and)  grandfather,  what  dost  thou  consider  him?"  He  answered: 
"1  do  not  consider  him  a  Pathan,  but  a  weaver." a  The  Guru  said  further:  "If  thou  wouldst 
meet  with  the  enemy  of  thy  father  (and)  grandfather  and  a  weapon  would  be  in  thy  hand,  say,, 
what  wouldst  thou  do?"  He  answered:  "I  would  not  let  him  live."  The  Pathan  wondered 
why  the  Guru  asked  him  such  things  and  reflected  on  it.  He  recollected  that  Govind  Singh  was 
descended  from  Har-Govind,  with  whom  the  battle  of  Kartarpur  was  fought;  he  felt  ashamed  in 
his  mind  and  resolved  to  take  his  revenge  at  a  given  opportunity.  One  day  a  Sikh  brought  to 
the  Guru  from  abroad  a  very  beautiful  dagger.  The  Guru  seeing  its  brightness  and  its  edge  was 
much  pleased  with  it  and  kept  it  always  with  him.  One  day  he  asked  the  Pathan  by  how 
many  thrusts  of  this  dagger  a  man  might  be  killed?  He  answered,  that  one  thrust  of  it  was 
enough.  The  Guru  went  on  to  say:  ""Well,  if  he,  by  whom  thy  father  and  grandfather  may 
have  been  killed,  would  come  before  thee  and  this  dagger  were  in  thy  hand,  what  wouldst  thou 
do  with  him  ? "  The  Pathan  on  hearing  this  got  very  angry  in  his  heart,  but  could  say  nothing. 
Shortly  after  the  Guru  fell  asleep  and  all  his  door-keepers  went  to  their  own  tent.  The  Pathan, 
who  had  remained  sitting  near  him,  took  gently  the  dagger  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Guru  and 
thrust  it  into  his  belly.  When  he  thought  that  he  was  dead,  he  rose  and  fled.  The  Guru,  who 
was  not  dead,  on  seeing  the  wounds  of  the  dagger,  cried  out:  "0  brother  Sikhs,  I  am  dead!" 
All  the  Sikhs  assembled  together  and  running  in  the  four  directions  they  seized  that  Pathan  and 
brought  him  back  to  the  Guru.  It  is  said,  that  the  Guru  praised  the  bravery  of  the  Pathan  and 
set  him  free,  telling  the  Sikhs,  who  were  overcome  by  grief  on  seeing  the  wounds  of  the  Guru, 
that  they  should  not  be  sorrowful,  for  this  was  ordered  so  by  the  Lord;  the  Pathan  had  not 
struck  him  (treacherously),  but  he  had  himself  provoked  him  to  kill  him  by  putting  him  to  shame.4 

1  The  Sikhs  are  now  loath  to  concede  this  fippointment  of  Govind  Singh.  In  the  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia 
it  is  only  said :  fg^r  f^;  j(f^  fjjur  \rjJTl  $*J  %  1^35  35  f3PWT:  one  day  Govind  Singh  went  on  a 
journey  to  the  south.  Govind  Singh  can  have  been  only  a  short  time  in  the  Dekhan,  others  extend  his  stay 
there.  The  chronology  of  these  events  requires  a  careful  research,  which  can  only  be  carried  out  at  the 
iiands  of  more  trustworthy  materials,  which  have  as  yet  to  be  searched  for. 

2  There  is  a  Sakhl  in  the  "  Sakhl  Book  of  the  description  of  Guru  Govind  Singh's  religion  and  doctrine," 
translated  into  English  by  Sirdar  Attar  Singh,  ehief  of  Bhadour,  Benares  (printed  at  the  Medical  Hall  Press), 
1873,  which  gives  some  more  details  about  the  story  in  question  (see  Sakhl  98,  p.  198  sqq.).  It  is  stated  there, 
that  the  grandson  of  Paindah  Khan  saluted  the  Guru  in  a  Darbar  held  by  him,  having  been  sent  by  his  mother, 
who  considered  the  Guru  as  a  prophet.  The  Guru  presented  him  with  five  gold  Muhars  and  ordered  him  to 
come  every  day  to  his  house  to  play  with  him  at  chess.     For  this  service  he  received  five  Rupees  per  diem. 

The  ijwio,  or  weaver,  is  considered  in  India  a  coward. 
4  Cunningham  gives  a  somewhat  different  story,  p.  79,  following  MacGregor  in  this  point  (vol.  i.  p.  99). 
Malcolm,  who  is  here  very  brief,  seems  to  have  had  the  same  tradition  before  him,  which  we  have  given  more 
in  detail,  following  the  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  76  sqq.     In  this  book  however  a  great  chronological  blunder 
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The  wounds  were  sown  up  and  healed  again,  but  it  seems  that  the  Guru  was  bent  on  dying, 
One  day  he  bent  his  bow'  with  great  force  and  by  so  doing  the  stitches  of  the  wounds  were 
broken  and  the  blood  began  to  flow.  The  surgeon  bound  up  his  wounds  again,  but  the  Guru 
obtained  no  rest.  He  mounted  a  Palki  ftid  travelled  towards  the  south.  When  he  had  arrived  at 
a  town  named  Nader  (75$^),'  the  Guru  became  greatly  exhausted  by  his  wounds.  He  said  to 
his  Sikhs,  that  he  saw  that  he  would  not  live  any  longer,  they  should  therefore  stop  in  this 
place.  When  they  were  staying  there  for  some  days  and  his  pain  was  not  relieved,  he  said  to 
his  disciples,  that  they  should  give  some  alms,  as  medicines  were  no  more  of  any  use  to  him. 
The  Sikhs  brought  together  a  great  quantity  of  food  of  various  kinds  and  feasted  Brahmans  and 
Saints  and  distributed  in  alms  ornaments  and  clothes.  The  Guru  felt  that  his  dissolution  was 
near  at  hand,  and  ordered  his  Sikhs  to  keep  ready  wood  (for  cremation)  and  a  shroud.  Having 
done  so  they  all  joined  their  hands  and  asked:  "0  true  Guru,  whom  will  you  seat,  for  the  sake 
of  our  welfare,  on  the  throne  of  the  Guruship  ? "  He  answered :  "  As  the  nine  Kings  before 
me  were  at  the  time  of  their  death  seating  another  Guru  on  the^ir  throne,  so  shall  I  now  not 
do ;  I  have  entrusted  the  whole  society  (of  the  disciples)  to  the  bosom  of  the  timeless,  divine 
male.  After  me  you  shall  everywhere  mind  the  book  of  the  Granth-sahib  as  your  Guru;  whatever 
you  shall  ask  it,  it  will  Bhow  to  you.  Whoever  be  my  disciple,  hi  shall  consider  the  Granth  as 
the  form  of  the  Guru,  and  whichever  disciple  wishes  to  have  an  interview  with  me,  he  shall 
make  for  one  Rupee  and  a  quarter,  or  for  as  much  as  he  is  able,  Karah  parsad ; 2  then  opening  the 
book  and  bowing  his  head  he  will  obtain  a  reward  equal  to  an  interview  with  me."  Having  given 
them  some  other  directions  the  Guru  soon  after  became  senseless.  Meantime  the  disciples  heaped 
up  a  pyre  of  sandal-wood  and  kept  every  other  thing  ready.  One  hour  before  he  expired  he 
said  to  the  disciples:  "Bathe  me  and  put  on  me  new  clothes  and  give  me  all  my  weapons;  when 
my  breath  departs,  do  not  take  off  these  clothes,  but  burn  me  with  them  and  with  all  my 
weapons ! " 3  He  then  sat  himself  down  upon  the  funeral  pyre,  and  having  meditated  on  the 
Supreme  Lord,  he  uttered  with  his  mouth  and  with  love  the  following  Savaiya: 

Since  I  seized  thy  feet,  I  brought  nothing  else  under  (my)  eye. 

0  merciful  Earn,  the  Puranas  and  the  Qur'an  teach  various  systems,  I  did  not  mind  one 

(of  them). 
The  Smriti,  the  Shastras  and  the  Vedas,  all  teach  many  modifications,  I  did  not  recognize 

one  (of  them). 
0  disposer  of  happiness,  bestow  mercy  (on  me) !  I  did  not  say  "  I,"  all  I  recognized  as  "  Thee."  4 

is  committed,  it  being  stated,  that  Nadir  Shah  sent  his  own  physician  from  Dilli  to  look  after  the  wounds  of 
Govind  Singh.  Nadir  Shah  invaded  India  in  1738,  whereas  Govind  Singh  died  in  1708.  In  the  Sakhi  quoted 
it  is  stated,  that  Lakha  Singh  ran  after  the  boy  and  cut  off  his  head. 

1  Nader  is  a  town  in  the  valley  of  the  Godavery. 

1  oMH  \|d*{l7>  the  offering  up  of  SFWTvT  (a  kind  of  sweetmeat,  made  of  flour,  ghi  and  sugar)  to  a 
holy  person  (as,  for  instance,  the  Guru),  and  then  distributing  it  among  the  worshippers. 

3  This  is  confirmed  by  the  Sakhi  quoted :  see  p.  201. 

4  The  original  is  (Sikha  de  raj  dl  vithia,  p.  81) : 

vrfg  an?  3^  'frs  §  ts  §  srf  nrN  jstff  wtt&  i 

3TO  ¥tftH  WTC5  73TS  WP&  7&  T3  *H%Z  S  W&  I 
f*rf»J3  HW36  %^  13^  wt^^HUfers  THTSk  I 

*jYm*rvT?s f^yi 3?r3\ was srd^ T3  ^ftr vstjs^  i 

STforTUT?*  =  Sansk.  %2r^rrf%.  ne  wno  holds  happiness  in  his  hands,  an  epithet  of  Vishnu. 
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Having  uttered  these  verses  he  closed  his  eyes  and  expired  a.d.  1708.  All  the  Sikhs  and  saints, 
who  from  many  parts  were  assembled  there,  raised  the  shout  of  Jaikar  (Victory !)  and  sang  a 
beautiful  song  and  the  eyes  of  many  people  were  filled  with  tears  on  account  of  the  separation  of 
the  Guru.  Beautiful  edifices  were  erected  there,  and  in  the  midst  of  them  all  the  shrine  of  the 
Guru,  and  round  this  some  Dharm-salas,  in  which  the  Granth-sahib  was  deposited.  To  the  town 
of  Nader  they  gave  the  name  of  Abcal-nagar.1  They  put  up  many  swords,  shields,  spears  and 
steel  discuses  in  that  shrine,  and  the  Sikh  people,  who  go  there  on  pilgrimage,  worship  those 
weapons,  as  they  believe  that  they  belonged  to  Guru  Govind  Singh. 

The  object  of  his  life  Govind  Singh  could  not  carry  out,  though  he  tried  to  secure  it  even 
by  a  human  sacrifice,  and  he  died  broken-hearted  and  weary  of  life  far  from  the  scenes  of  his 
exploits;  but  he  has  contributed  a  good  share  to  the  destruction  of  the  Muhammadan  power  in 
India  by  his  bloody  struggles,  inuring  his  Sikhs  to  a  continual  warfare,  and  moulding  them  by  his 
new  ordinances  into  a  distinct  nation  of  fanatical  soldiers,  the  Khalsa.  A  body  containing  such 
elements  could  not  remain  quiet;  their  course  was  prescribed  to  them,  and  they  had  indeed 
no  other  choice  but  to  conquer  or  to  be  conquered.  We  need  therefore  not  wonder  that  the 
Sikhs,  though  repeatedly  repulsed,  soon  succeeded  in  erecting  their  own  sway  on  the  ruins  of  the 
declining  Muhammadan  Empire. 

'  *h  *tnv>  <Sd|<J ,  the  immovable  city;  JHUtJW  =  »nfy^<X>,Sansk.'^rfc|'«l<s).  MacGregor  (vol.  i.  p.  101) 
states  that  the  Sikhs  call  it  Aphullanuggur,  a  strange  mistranscription;  Cunningham,  History  of  the  Sikhs, 
p.  394,  writes  it  similarly  Upchullunuggur. 
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SKETCH  OF  THE  KELIGION  OF   THE  SIKHS. 

The  religious  system  of  the  Sikhs  has  heen  touched  already  hy  different  -writers,  but  in  such 
general  terms,  that  but  little  can  be  gathered  from  them.  Even  H.  H.  "Wilson,  in  his  "  Sketch  of 
the  Religious  Sects  of  the  Hindus,"  has  very  cautiously  handled  this  matter,  and  contented  himself 
with  offering  a  few  short,  though  pertinent,  remarks  about  it.  All  these  authors  had  not  read  the 
Granth  themselves,  but  received  the  information  they  gave  from  second  hand;  it  is  therefore  partly 
defective,  partly  labouring  under  mistakes. 

Nanak  himself  was  not  a  speculative  philosopher,  who  built  up  a  concise  system  on  scientific 
principles;  he  had  not  received  a  regular  school- training,  and  uttered  therefore  his  thoughts  in 
a  loose  way,  which  are  now  scattered  through  the  Granth,  and  must  first  be  patiently  searched 
out  and  collected  into  a  whole,  before  we  can  form  an  idea  of  his  tenets. 

Nanak  himself  was  by  no  means  an  independent  thinker,  neither  had  he  any  idea  of  starting 
a  new  religious  sect:  he  followed  in  all  essential  points  the  common  Hindu  philosophy  of  those 
days,1  and  especially  his  predecessor  Kabir,  who  was  at  that  time  already  a  popular  man  in  India, 
and  whose  writings,  which  were  composed  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  were "  accessible  to  the  unlearned 
masses.  This  obligation,  which  Nanak  and  the  following  Sikh  Gurus  owe-  to  Kabir,  is  acknow- 
ledged by  the  reception  of  a  great  portion  of  the  verses  of  Kabir  into  the  Sikh„  Granth  itself. 
That  also  the  writings  of  other  famous  Bhagats  were  known  to  and  used  by  the  Sikh  Gurus,  is 
sufficiently  attested  by  the  Granth,  into  which  they  were  partly  incorporated  and  thereby  saved 
from  oblivion. 

The  doctrines  once  uttered  by  Baba,  Nanak  were  taken  up  by  the  following  Sikh  Gurus 
without  any  perceptible  deviation;  and  after  the  volume  of  the  Granth  had  been  collected  by  Guru 
Arjun,  they  were  never  called  into  question,  the  Granth  being  held  sacred  as  an  immediate  divine 
revelation. 

The  tenth  Guru,  Govind  Singh,  relapsed  in  many  points  again  into  Hinduism,  he  being  a 
special  votary  of  Durga;  but  notwithstanding  this  he  always  asserted  the  unity  of  the  Supreme, 
and  the  innovations  he  introduced  were  not  so  much  touching  the  doctrine  as  the  practical 
course  of  life. 

"We  need  therefore  in  the  following  sketch  of  the  Sikh  religion  not  anxiously  distinguish 
between  the  words  of  Baba  Nanak  and  those 'of  the  following  Gurus,  as  none  of  them  excelled 
by  any  originality  of  thought,  every  succeeding  Guru  being  content  to  expatiate  on  the  few  ideas 
handed  down  to  him  by  his  predecessors. 

The  chief  point  in  Nanak's  doctrine  was  the  unity  of  the  Supreme  Being,  though  the  Hindu 

1  Particularly  the  system  laid  down  in  the  Bhagavad-gita,  which  was  very  popular  among  the  Bhagats. 
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mind  was  already  more  or  less  familiarized  with  this  idea,  it  having  been  asserted  long  before 
Nanak  by  most  of  the  Hindu  philosophical  systems  and  popularized  by  the  Bhagats,  especially 
the  ingenious  Kabir. 

That  the  Supreme  is  One  and  that  there  is  no.  other,  is  frequently  inculcated.     Thus  says  Nanak : 

"  Whom  shall  I  call  the  second  ?  there  is  none. 
In  all  is  that  One  Spotless  one  (=  the  Supreme).1 

That  on  this  point  there  is  full  concord  between  Hindus  and  Musalmans,  is  openly  conceded. 
Nanak  says : 

"  Know,  that  there  are  two  ways  (i.e.  of  Hindus  and  Musalmans),  but  only  one  Lord." 3 

The  same  is  also  conceded  with  reference  to  the  Hindu  sects  of  those  days,  which,  though  wearing 
different  garbs,  acknowledge  the  One  Supreme.      Nanak  says  of  them  : 

"There  are  six  houses,  six  Gurus,  six  (methods  of)  instruction. 
The  Guru  of  the  Gurus  is  One,  the  garbs  many."  3 

This  Supreme  Being  is  (according  to  the  nomenclature  of  the  Vaishnava  sect,  to  which  nearly  all 
the  Bhagats  belonged)  called  by  different  names,  such  as :  Brahm,  the  Supreme  Brdhm,  JParamesur 
(the  Supreme  Lord),  and  especially  Mari,  Ham,    Govind. 

This  Being  is  alone  really  existing  (?ra  or  *rf5),  uncreated  (»H-rJA\+id)>  endless  (JW^53),  timeless 
(JH3TT35),  eternal  (»n<Jj|^) ;  it  contains  in  itself  all  qualities  and  is  at  the  same  time  without 
qualities.4  It  is  therefore  inaccessible  (jft{Z[V{,  Wid|tJd)>  invisible,  incomprehensible  (even  to  the 
gods)  and  indescribable — qualities  which  are  frequently  dwelt  upon  in  the  Granth.6 

It  is  the  ground  or  root  (3J55)  of  all  things,  the  source,  from  which  all  have  sprung,  the  primary 
cause  (o^ldA^dA) ;  in  this  sense  it  is  called  the  creator  (37J37  or  5T33T'3').  But  we  must  not  mis- 
understand this  appellation,  for  no  creation  out  of  nothing  is  thereby  intended.  When  the  Absolute 
Being  is  styled  the  creator,  the  expansion  of  the  same  into  a  plurality  of  forms  is  thereby  meant; 
creation  is  therefore  in  some  places  plainly  called  \f?n<JT>  expansion.  Arjun  says  (Transl.  p.  400,  6) : 
"He  himself  is  One  and  he  himself  is  many;"  and  p.  421,  5:  "From  that  Lord  all  the  creation 
(has   sprung).     If  it  pleases   him,  he  makes  an  expansion.      If  it  pleases   him,  he  is  of  one  form 

1  Gaurl,  Mah.  I.,  Astp.  V.,  Pause  (Transl.  p.  320): 

^n  t€h  tut  7>u\  7^  ii 

*T3  *fftf  Ttq  tAd-riA  ^Ft  II 

Other  passages,  see  Transl.  p.  17,  vv.  5;  2;  p.  414,  8. 

2  Gaurl,  Mah.  I.,  Astp.  V.,  8  (Transl.  p.  321) : 

Sec  also  Transl.  p.  482,  5. 

3  Asa,  Mah.  I.,  Sabd  XXX.,  1  (Transl.  p.  505). 

4  Majh,  Mah.  V.,  XXL,  3  (Transl.  p.  143) : 

f  (AdJUA  ^dJjcA  -JTfef  7T5T  II 
See  also  Transl.  p.  416,  XXI.,  Slok. 

s  See  Transl.  p.  431,  III.,  Pauri;  p.  457,  XX.,  Pauri;  p.  493,  I.,  1,  2. 
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(only)."1     Everywhere  and  in  all  things  and  beings  the  One  is   diffused,  he   is  filling   all  places. 
Thus  says  Namdev  (Transl.  p.  665,  II.,  4) : 

"  Here  is  Bithal,  there  is  Bithal,  without  Bithal  the  world  is  not. 
In  every  place,  says  Kama,  in  aH  thou  art  fully  contained."  2 

Tea  the  whole  universe  and  all  things  therein  are  identified  with  the  Supreme.  Namdev  says 
(Transl.  p.  665,  Pause,  2) : 

"  All  is  Govind,  all  is  Govind,  without  Govind  there  is  no  other. 
As  in  one  string  there  are  seven  thousand  beads,  (so)  is  that  Lord  lengthwise  and  crosswise. 
A  wave  of  water,  froth  and  bubble  do  not  become  separate  from  the  water. 
This  world  is  the  sport  of  the  Supreme  Brahm,  playing  about  he  does  not  become  another."  3 

All  the  finite  created  beings  have  therefore  no  separate  existence  apart  from  the  Absolute,  they 
are  only  its  various  forms  and  appearances,  its  frolics.  Nanak  says  (Transl.  p.  329,  XVI.,  5) :  "  In 
all  living  creatures  the  One  sports,"  and  (p.  652,  XXIV.,  Slok  I.):  "By  himself  the  vessels 
are  formed,  he  himself  also  fills  them."  All  creatures  are  therefore  alike  with  the  only  difference 
that  the  Absolute  becomes  self-conscious  in  man..     Kablr  says  (Transl.  p.  682,  204)  : 

Kabir  in  saying :  "  thou,  thou,"  has  become  "  thou,"  "  I "  has  not  remained  in  me. 
"When   my  own  self,   (which  is)   another^,   has  been  effaced,   (then)  where  I  look,   there 
(art)  "thou."* 

It  is  owing  to  the  Maya  (deception),  which  the  Absolute  has  spread  out  over  the  whole  universe, 
that  the  creatures  are  led  to  consider  themselves  as  individual  beings,  distinct  from  the  Supreme, 
and  fall  thereby  into  the  error  of  egotism  (\]<J  YJ3,  the  idea  of  individual  existence)  and  duality. 
Kanak  says  (Japjfi,  27,  Transl.  p.  10):  "By  whom,  a,  Maya  of  various  colours,  kinds  and  sorts  is 
produced."     And  Kabir  says  (Transl.  p.  127) : 

"  One  is  wonderful,  hear,  0  Pandit !  now  nothing,  can  be  said ; 
By  whom  the  Gods,  Ganas  and  Gandharvas  ajce,  deluded,  (by  whom)  a  rope  is  applied  to  the 
three  worlds." 

1  The  original  is  .•■ 

f3*T  1£3  3  f&V&\  •@3Vt?T  \\ 
f3*  3T%  3T  31T.  ttWFr?  II 

Similar  is  the  expression,  Gauri,  Sukhmani  XXII.,  Slok  (Transl.  p.  418) : 

JST2E7  ^  Vfffdnn  ^TrTT  tt  t^*TCT3  II 

2  These  are  a  great  many  passages  of  this  kind  in  the  Granth;  compare  Transl.  p.  133,  VII.,  2. 

3  The  same  idea  is  also  boldly  expressed  by  Ravidas  (Transl.  p.  130,  I.)i 

3U*  ifcft  fcft  3U*  «fcnj  t*T  II 
5TO7  srf^ST  W  3&T  %*TT  II 

"Between  thee  and  me,  me  and  thee,  what  is  the  difference ? 
Like  gold  and  the  bracelet  (made  of  it),  like  water  and  a  wave." 

We  now  prefer  this  rendering  of  the  first  line.     Cf.  also  Transl.  p.  116,  VII.,  Pauri. 

4  The  original  is : 

sreta  f  f  W33J  f  tron  vpz  VfU  BUT  7i  3  II 
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The  world  is  therefore  in  fact  nothing  but  a  play  or  sport  (lf?5)  of  the  Absolute  Being,1  which  is 
expanding  or  contracting  itself,  as  it  pleases ;  Hari  establishes  and  disestablishes,  vivifies  and  destroys 
ad  libitum.  An  infinite  number  of  worlds  is  stated  to  be  produced  by  him,  which,  like  a  plaything, 
appear  and  disappear.      Thus  says  Bam-das : 

"By  thyself  all  the  creation  is  produced,  by  thyself,  having  created,  the  whole  is  caused 
to  disappear  (again)."  * 

No  teleological  principle  whatever  is  assigned  for  the  production  or  destruction  of  the  created  beings; 
they  are  cosmogonic  revolutions,  which  could  not  be  accounted  for  and  were  therefore  referred  to  a 
sporting  propensity  of  the  Absolute.  "We  need  hardly  remark,  that  this  whole  definition  and 
description  of  the  Supreme  is  altogether  pantheistic.  The  Hindu  way  of  thinking  comprehends  in 
the  Absolute  both  spirit  and  matter,  as  the  creation  of  material  bodies  out  of  nothing  is  totally 
incomprehensible  to  the  Hindu  mind;  to  him  the  material  essence  is  therefore  co-eternal  with  the 
spirit  (inrtT).  The  matter  put  in  the  Absolute  is  however  not  the  gross,  sensible  matter  (f%rfV*HT  = 
f^tf^i),  but  purely  atomic  ORtpj  =  *T ^T) ,  which  by  the  expansion  of  the  Absolute  receives  the 
grosser,  sensible  form  by  the  conjunction  of  infinite  atoms.  God  is  therefore  the  absolute  vital 
substance,  the  all-filling  world-soul  (M3Tifl«ic^)»  as  he  is  frequently  called. 

■We  can  distinguish  in  the  Granth  a  grosser  and  a  finer  kind  of  Pantheism.  The  grosser 
Pantheism  identifies  all  things  with  the  Absolute,  the  universe  in  its  various  forms  being  considered 
the  expansion  of  it ; 3  the  finer  Pantheism  on  the  other  hand  distinguishes  between  the  Absolute 
and  the  finite  beings  and  borders  frequently  on  Theism.  Though  God  is  producing  all  things  out 
of  himself  and  is  filling  all,  yet  he  remains  distinct  from  the  creatures  and  is  not  contaminated  by 
the  Maya,4  as  a  lotus  in  a  pond  of  water  remains  distinct  from  the  water  surrounding  it.      The 

1  See :  Transl.  p.  17,  II.,  2. 

2  The  original  is  (S5  Purkhu,  Mah.  IV.,  I.,  5,  Transl.  p.  17): 

As  to  the  innumerability  of  the  worlds,  see  Transl.  p.  6,  v.  19 ;  p.  397,  v.  7,  where  Arjun  says  :  "Many  times 
the  expanse  of  the  world  was  spread  out.  Many  crores  (of  worlds)  of  many  kinds  were  made.  From  the 
Lord  they  emanated  and  in  the  Lord  they  are  absorbed." 

This  kind  of  Pantheism,  which,  according  to  the  expressions  used,  borders  occasionally  on  Materialism, 
is  chiefly  represented  by  the  Bhagats  Namdev  and  Ravidas.     See  p.  xcix,  note  3. 
*  Kablr  says  (Transl.  p.  474,  141.,  2): 

"Whose  body  the  universe  is,  he  is  not  in  it,  the  creator  is  not  in  it. 
Who  is  putting  (the  things)  together,  he  is  always  aloof  from  them." 
And  Arjun  says  (Transl,  p.  148,  XXXV.,  2): 

"  In  every  body  he  dwells  near. 
The  donor  of  the  living  beings  is  always  distinct  (from  them).*" 
Cf.  also  Transl.  p.  151,  XLI.,  3,  with  note  2.     In  order  to  understand  the  words  of  Kablr  and  Arjun  more 
fully,  we  must  compare  what  is  said  of  the  Supreme  Being  in  the  Bhagavad-gita,  Chap.  XIII.,  Shlok  14  sqq. 
"  It  is  existing  both  apart  from  and  within  existing  things,  it  is  animate  and  also  inanimate. 
It  cannot  be  recognized  on  account  of  its  subtilty,  and  it  exists  both  far  and  near. 
Not  distributed  among  beings  and  yet  existing  as  if  distributed," 
And  in  Chap.  XIII.,  Shlok  12,  it  is  said : 

"It  is  called  the  Supreme  Brahm,  without  beginning,  neither  existent  nor  non-existent." 
The  sense  of  this  line  is,  that  it  has  and  has  not  a  real  existence,  i.e.  that  it  is  spirit  and  matter. 
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Supreme  is  in  its  essence  iffs  (light,  the  all-energizing  vital  power),  which, .  though  diffused  into 
all  creatures,  remains  distinct  from  them;  the  material  bodies  are  dissolved  again  into  atom's, 
whereas  the  emanated  light  is  re-absorbed  into  the  fountain  of  light.  In  this  finer  shade  of  Pantheism 
creation  assumes  the  form  of  emanation  torn  the  Supreme  (as  in  the  system  of  the  Sufis);  the 
atomic  matter  is  either  likewise  considered  co-eternal  with  the  Absolute  and  immanent  in  it, 
becoming  moulded  into  various,  distinct  forms  by  the  energizing  vigour  of  the  absolute  Trfe;  or 
the  reality  of  matter  is  more  or  less  denied  (as  by  the  Sufis,  who  call  it  the  aSS,  to  fir)  ov),  so 
that  the  divine  ^f3  is  the  only  real  essence  in  all;    this  last  view  borders  on  Idealism. 

That  an  Absolute  Being,  thus  defined,  cannot  be  a  self-conscious  spirit,  endowed  with  a  free 
will  and  acting  according  to  teleological  principles,  seems  never  to  have  struck  their  minds.  For 
after  the  strongest  pantheistic  expressions,  the  Supreme  is  again  addressed  as  a  self-conscious  per- 
sonality, who  governs  all  things  and  takes  care  of  all  creatures  and  with  whom  man  endeavours 
to  enter  into  personal  relations.  Contradictory  sentences  of  this  kind  we  find  a  great  many  in  the 
Granth.1 

To  this  personification  of  the  Supreme  it  is  owing,  that  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  are 
frequently  ascribed  to  him,  though,  strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  room  for  them  in  this  system. 
He  is  called  very  wise  (??t||^>  TCcHf^),  acquainted  with  the  secrets  of  the  hearts  or  the  inward 
governor  (3>|^d-HI*ft).  not  deceivable  (*HIT35),  etc.,  kind  to  his  devotees  (^JU <££«),  merciful, 
just,  etc.  In  other  places  qualities  are  again  attributed  to  him,  which  are  contradictory  to  each 
other,  and  which  clearly  show  that  they  are  to  be  taken  in  a  pantheistic  sense.  Thus  says  ISanak 
(Transl.  p.  35,  XXV.,  1) : 

"He  himself  is  enjoying  pleasure,  he  himself  is  the  pleasure,  he  himself  is  amusing  (others) 
with  pleasure. 
He  himself  is  the  petticoat  (  =  the  woman),  he  himself  is  the  husband  of  the  bed."  2 

"We  should  be  wrong  in  assuming  that  Nanak  forbade  the  worship  of  other  gods  on  the  ground  of 
the  unity  of  the  Supreme.  Far  from  doing  so,  he  took  over  the  whole  Hindu  Pantheon,  with  all 
its  mythological  background,  with  the  only  difference  that  the  whole  was  subordinated  to  the 
Supreme  Brahm.  The  position  of  the  popular  gods  was  thereby,  though  not  openly  attacked, 
naturally  lowered,  and  their  service  must  needs  appear  less  important,  yea  even  useless  for  the 
attainment  of  the  highest  object  of  mankind.  The  folly  of  idolatry  is  occasionally  ridiculed  in  the 
Granth,  especially  by  Kablr.      He  says  (Transl.  p.  657,  I.,  1-^3) : 

"  The  female  gardener  breaks  off  leaves,  in  the  leaves,  in  the  leaves  (there  is)  life. 
The  stone,  for  the  sake  of  which  she  breaks  off  the  leaves,  is  lifeless. 
A  stone  is  shaped  by  the  hammer  and  formed  into  an  image,  giving  it  a  breast  and  feet. 
If  this  image  be  true,  then  it  will  eat  the  hammerer." 

And,  Transl.  p.  678  {v.  136),  he  says: 

"  Kabir  (says) :  a  stone  is  made  the  Iiord,  the  whole  world  worships  it. 
Who  remains  in  reliance  on  this,  is  drowned  in  the  black  stream," 

It  is  a  mistake,  if  iNanak  is  represented  as  having  endeavoured  to  unite  the  Hindu  and  Muhammadan 
idea  about  God.  Nanak  remained  a  thorough  Hindu,  according  to  all  his  views,  and  if  he  had 
communionship  with  Musalmans  and  many  of  these  even  became  his  disciples,  it  was  owing  to 
the  fact  that  Sufism,  which  all  these  Muhammadans  were  professing,  was  in  reality  nothing  but 

1  See  such  addresses  to  the  Supreme,  Transl.  p.  143,  XXI.,  and  p.  144,  XXI V„  XXV, 

2  In  a  similar  sense  Arjun  says  (Transl.  p.  143,  XXI.,  3): 

"  Thou  art  perfectly  composed,  sensual  and  given  to  pleasure." 
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a  Pantheism,  derived  directly  from  Hindu  sources,  and  only  outwardly  adapted  to  the  forms  of 
the  Islam.  Hindu  and  Muslim  Pantheists  could  well  unite  together,  as  they  entertained  essentially 
the  same  ideas  about  the  Supreme;1  the  Hindu  mythology  was  not  pressed  on  the  Musalmans, 
as  the  Hindu  philosophers  themselves  laid  no  particular  stress  upon  it — the  belief  in  the  minor  gods, 
the  transient  manifestations  of  the  Supreme,  being  with  them  a  matter  of  choice.  On  these  grounds 
tolerance  between  Hindus  and  Turks  is  often  advocated  in  the  Granth  and  intolerance  on  the  part 
of  the  Turks  rebuked.2 

Our  next  question  is :    What  is  the  relation  of  man  to  the  Supreme  ? 

The  human  soul  is  represented  as  being  light  (lTfc?)  from  light,  a  scintilla  aminae  divinae, 
"which  has  emanated  from  the  Absolute  and  is  by  itself  immortal.3 

According  to  the  popular  belief  of  the  Hindus,  which  is  occasionally  alluded  to  in  the  Granth, 
four  Lakhs  of  souls  have  once  for  all  emanated  from  the  fountain  of  light,  their  number  neither 
increasing  nor  decreasing.4  The  human  souls  form  only  a  small  part  of  the  creation,  which  is 
limited  to  eighty-four  Lakhs  of  forms  of  existence,  viz.:  nine  Lakhs*of  aquatic  animals  (rliSWd), 
seventeen  Lakhs  of  immovable  creatures  (JHTWT^H  =  11T^T>  su°h  as  trees,  etc.),  eleven  Lakhs 
of  creeping  animals  (fSTiPT  =  ITpT),  ten  Lakhs  of  feathered  animals  (\J"fcf^),  twenty-three  Lakhs  of 
quadrupeds  (%VTfEW)j  and  four  Lakhs  of  men  (*j^tf). 

It  is  the  aim  and  object  of  the  individual  soul  as  a  divine  spark  to  be  reunited  with  the 
fountain  of  light,  from  which  it  has  emanated,  and  to  be  re-absorbed  in  it.  As  long  as  it  has  not 
reached  this  goal,  it  is  unhappy,  being  separated  from,  its  source,,  the  Supreme.  "Why  the  soul 
has  emanated  and  what  for,  is  nowhere  stated  in  the  Granth ;  we  must  therefore  look  also  on  this 
process  as  a  sport  of  the  Absolute  (?f?5).  But  the  return  of  the  individual  soul  to  the  eternal  fountain 
of  light  is  eut  off  in  consequence  of  works  practised  whilst  in  the  body,  and  by  its  impurity, 
contracted  by  second  love  (^tTT  ^T@)  or  duality  (^ftRT  =  ^t%^f).  which  subject  the  soul  to 
metempsychosis,  the  coming  and  going  (J>fT<£  |J|c£A). 

This  leads  us  to  the  question :  if  the  individual  soul  is  light,  how  did  it  happen,  that  it  fell 
into  impurity  or  sin? 

That  the  world  is  actually  under  the  dominion  of  sin,  Nanak  could  and  would  not  deny;  he 
declared  himself,  that  the  object  of  his  mission  was,  to  show  to  mankind  the  way,  by  which  it 
could  be  saved  from  this  state  of  misery. 

According  to  the   pantheistic   premises,   as  stated  above,   sia  cannot  be-  the  free,   deliberate  act 

1  Kabir  says  (Rag  Asa,  XUI-,  4,  Transl.  p.  657) : 

fS%  ~3tt  T<t  *WJ£I<£G  || 

2  See  a  passage- of  this  kind  in  Rag  Asa,  Kabir  VIII.,  2  (Transl.  p.  655),  where  he  wittingly  says: 

*Rf3  l55TT  5f3  $7>f3  Wfffi  ^  7>  H-lQi\{  3TS^  II 

ifT#  %  wrrfs  ^ttr  ot  srtNrr  nrnj?^  srferrrsY  11 

3  Arjun  says,  Sir!  Rag,  Mah.  V.,  Sabd  XIV.,  1  (Trausl.  p.  66): 

Vfc  3*  TO  frrfjS  1{f3  Tt»WT  3fWT  *TUfrT  TT^lfo  fr 

Tjsf  sre*T  srfo  ^rrfwt  wfefr  ^fe  »wvt3  ii 

1  Compare  with  this  what  the  Bhagavad-gita  says,  Chap.  XV.,  Shlok  7 : 

T^rfaft  ^n-fr^i  sffcujcr:  *RTrw  i 

"  An  eternal  portion  of  me  only  having  become  endowed  with  life  in  the  world  of  life,  attracts  the  mind  and 
the  five  senses,  which  belong  to  nature." 
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of  man;  it  must  have  on  the  contrary  its  origin  in  the  Absolute  Being  itself,  as  all  creatures  are 
said  to  be  subject  to  an  absolute  destiny  (ffclj,  S\3[,  \k6A)-  This  is  plainly  taught  in  the  Grianth. 
Eavidas  says  (Transl.  p.  666,  I.,  3) : 

"As  far  as  living  creatures  are,  they  are  subject  to  destiny." 
On  the   forehead  of  every  man  his  lot  is  written   from  the   beginning,    which   cannot  be   effaced, 
though  one  try  to  do  so.     Nanak  says  (Gauri,  Mah.  I.,  Sabd  X.,  1,  Transl.,  p.  217): 

"  The  lot  has  fallen,  none  effaces  it. 
"What  do  I  know,  what  will  happen  in  future  ? 
What  has  pleased  him,  that  has  come  to  pass. 
None  other  is  acting  (but  he)."  1 

There  are  consequently  numbers  of  passages  in  the  Granth  which  pointedly  deny  the  Ulerum 
arbitrium  in  man ;  man  comes  and  goes  according  to  the  pleasure  of  Hari ;  he  acts,  speaks,  etc. 
as  he  is  caused  to  do.      Arjun  says  (Transl.  p.  398,  v.  5)  : 

"  The  power  of  this  one  is  not  in  this  one's  hand. 
The  cause  of  causes  is  the  Lord  of  all. 
The  creature  is  helpless  and  must  obey. 
"What  pleases  to  that  one,  that  will  be." 

Very  pointed  is  the  expression  of  Arjun  (Transl.  p.  399,  XL,  7),  that  man  like  a  mimic  shows  many 
appearances,  and  that  the  Lord  makes  him  dance  as  it  pleases  him.  Man  is  naturally  impelled 
to  actions  by  the  three  qualities  (^3TS)>  which  penetrate  every  created  being,  even  the  gods  them- 
selves. These  three  qualities  are  the  5^3  (^T^T,  the  quality  of  goodness),  the  ~3y{  (\"^i>  the 
quality  of  passion)  and  the  3^  (d*iH.>  the  quality  of  darkness) ;  they  are  innate  in  every  body,  but 
not  in  equipoise,  the  one  or  the  other  being  predominant.  The  actions  of  all  men  are  consequently 
determined  by  the  quality  that  has  a  ruling  influence  on  them. 

To  this  must  be  added,  that  the  Supreme  has  spread  the  Maya  (deception)  over  the  whole  universe, 
the  gods  not  excepted,  by  which  the  created  beings  are  deluded  into  egotism  and  duality.2  The 
wise  and  the  fool,  the  good  and  the  bad,  are  therefore  alike,  they  cannot  be  considered  responsible 
for  what  they  think,  say  or  do,  as  they  are  acting  under  influences  and  impulses  which  are  not 
under  their  control.3  This  is  now  and  then  keenly  felt  and  acknowledged.  Thus  Arjun  (Transl. 
p.  418,  v.  7)  asks: 

"  When  by  himself  the  form  of  the  world  is  created, 

And  laid  out  in  the  three  qualities  : 

Then  religious  demerit  and  merit,  what  is  it?  " 

The  original  is  : 

fsraf  MfSWfT  7KT  *lt  ?fS  I 

fznn  tTT^t  ftrun  nn^  ^fs  i 

2  The  Brahman  Trilocan  says  (see  Transl.  p.  127,  II.) : 

*nfS*HT  *J3T  $3fa  JSTCft  tTTJH  ^T^Tfe^  *HT55*ft*HT  II 

3  Amar-das  says  plainly : 

ffm  »rn*  f*5T§  *  fct  ^  int  i 

See  Transl.  p.  154,  II.,  3.  Polly  and  error,  produced  in  man  by  the  Maya,  is  directly  ascribed  to  a  divine 
causality.    See  Transl.  p.  126,  Kabir  I.,  Pause;  p.  494,  III.,  3. 


civ  SKETCH  OF  THE  RELIGION  OF  THE  SIKHS. 

And  Ravidas  boldly  asks  (Transl.  p.  130,  I.,  Pause)  : 

"  If  I  would  not  commit  sins,  0  Endless  one ! 
How  would  be  thy  name  '  purifier  of  the  sinners '  ?  " 

"With  reference  to  the  delusion  of  the  Maya,  Kabir  says  (Transl.  p.  470,  XXXIX.)  openly : 


"Hari,  the  deceiver,  has  practised  deceit  on  the  world. 
In  separation  from  Hari  how  shall  I  lire,  0  my  mother  ? 
(2).  Say,  who  is  a  man,  who  is  a  woman  ? 
Eeflect  on  this  truth  in  thy  body  ! 

(3).  Kabir  says :  my  mind  is  reconciled  with  the  deceiver. 
The  deceit  is  gone,  the  deceiver  is  known  (by  me)." 

Under  the  influence  of  the  three  qualities  and  the  delusion  of  the  Maya,  man  commits  acts,1  which 
subject  the  soul  to  transmigration. 

According  to  common  Hindu  notions  every  action  carries  with  itself  its  fruit  or  reward.  If 
one,  under  the  influence  of  the  quality  of  goodness,  has  done  here  meritorious  acts  (\J7i,  tJTSJI),  he 
is  after  his  death  admitted  into  heaven  or  paradise,  where  he  is  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
works,  till  they  are  exhausted ;  then  he  is  turned  back  again  into  a  womb  and  born  on  earth  in 
a  high  caste  and  in  a  pious  family,  to  commence  anew  the  old  course,  which  may  end,  according 
to  his  actions,  to  his  advantage  or  disadvantage.  If  he  has  acted  under  the  impulse  of  the  quality 
of  passion,  he  is  reborn  after  his  death  in  the  house  of  worldly-minded  men.  But  if  he  has  acted 
under  the  influence  of  the  quality  of  darkness  and  heaped  up  demerits,  he  is  variously  punished 
by  Yama  (or  Dharm-rai),  and  then  born  in  the  body  of  some  animal,2  or  even  thrown  into  hell 
(<0dW);  when  his  punishment  there  is  over,  he  is  then  born  in  some  vile  animal  body  and  has  to 
go  through  various  transmigrations,  till  he  be  born  again  in  a  low  human  womb.3  There  is  a 
great  latitude  in  these  popular  views  concerning  future  rewards  and  punishments,  and  we  'find 
many  allusions  to  them  in  the  Grranth,  partly  couched  in  melancholy,  partly  in  jocose  terms. 

Every  soul  is  supposed  to  have  migrated  through  the  eighty-four  Lakhs  of  forms  of  existence, 

1  I  find  it  nowhere  stated  in  the  Granth,  if  the  soul  itself  is  considered  inactive,  as  in  the  system  of  the 
theistic  Sakhya  (and  the  Bhagavad-gita),  where  the  three  qualities  are  represented  as  exercising  their 
influence  through  the  medium  of  matter,  which  transmits  the  good  or  bad  impressions  to  the  seat  of  sensibility 
(*PRI) ;  this  again  forwards  them  to  consciousness  (^l^^nD,  and  this  to  the  intellect  (^flf),  which  conveys 
them  to  the  soul,  who  takes  cognizance  of  them. 

2  Kabir  says  (v.  108,  Transl.  p.  676): 

uft  sn  f**ra*  wrffiz  *w^  3T§  t^Ts  i 

3R7f>  UTS?  Wff^t  3T3  ^  WS  BTfo  II 

"Having  given  up  the  remembrance  of  Hari  the  woman  keeps  the  Ahoi(-fast). 
Having  become  a  jenny-ass  she  is  born  again  and  carries  a  load  of  four  maunds." 

3  Ravidas  says  (Asa,  I.,  2,  Transl.  p.  666)  : 

f^rc  %fx  nr%3  ire^  ife  tmr  *h^s  i 
vmpn  n(^3T3  t&s  fsrft  #nf5  vte  11 

"  The  thoughtless  one  is  produced  in  the  womb  of  a  reptile,  (he  who  is)  indifferent  to  religious  merit  (or)  demerit. 
The  human  birth  is  hard  to  obtain,  in  that  (human)  society  also  he  is  low." 
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before  it  reached  the  human  birth ; 1  the  human  birth  is  therefore  considered  so  valuable,  as  final 
emancipation  can  only  be  worked  out  in  it. 

No  man  is  thus  able  to  work  out  his  final  emancipation,  as  even  in  the  best  case,  when  he 
is  under  the  influence  of  the  quality  of  goodness  accumulating  meritorious  works,  which  hold  out 
to  him  future  rewards,  the  Maya  sticks  to  him,  who  deludes  him  into  the  error  of  duality,  and  so 
long  as  he  is  not  freed  from  this  error  of  duality,  he  cannot  reach  the  gate  of  salvation  (t{b(  ^3!?HT3)>2 
as  only  light,  purified  from  all  earthly  desires,  can  be  re-absorbed  in  the  eternal  light. 

"We  need  hardly  remark,  that  this  whole  system  is  contradictory  to  itself;  for  on  the  one  hand 
it  is  asserted,  that  the  lot  of  every  man  is  written  from  the  beginning  on  his  forehead,  that  he  acts 
under  the  influence  of  the  three  qualities,  and  is  in  addition  deluded  by  the  Maya  into  error,  and 
on  the  other  hand  he  is  made  accountable  for  his  works  and  rewarded  or  punished  accordingly, 
and  after  all  subject  to  the  trouble  of  transmigrations. 

The  Hindu  mind  was  not  unaware  of  these  contradictions,  but  transmigration  was  considered 
necessary  in  order  to  account  for  the  different  lot  of  man  in  this  world,  which  they  were  at  a 
loss  how  to  account  for  otherwise.  "Why  are  some  high,  honoured,  rich,  happy,  etc.,  and  why  are 
others  low,  poor,  crippled,  etc.,  and  this  so  frequently  without  any  apparent  merit  or  fault  of  their 
own?  The  only  ans'wer,  which  the  pantheistic  philosophers  could  give,  that  this  was  all  the  sport 
of  the  Supreme,3  could  not  satisfy  the  popular  mind,  which  instinctively  felt  that  there  must  be 
some  causal  connexion  between  the  actions  of  man  and  the  evil  in  this  world.  It  was  therefore 
supposed  that  the  lot  of  man  in  this  present  life  depended  on  actions  done  by  him  in  a  former 
birth,  though  he  had  no  longer  any  remembrance  of  them.  The  philosophers  had  to  reckon 
with  this  popular  idea,  and  took  it  up,  though  unconnected  with  their  system  and  contradictory 
to  it. 

The  transmigration  of  the  soul,  which  has  in  India  so  firmly  and  universally  laid  hold  of  the 
popular  mind,  appears  to  the  Hindu  (and  so  likewise  to  the  Sikh)  the  greatest  of  evils,  and  the 
question,  which  occupies  all  the  thoughts  of  his  mind,  is,  how  to  be  freed  from  it?  His  aim  is 
not  heaven  nor  paradise,4  for  he  is  not  allowed  to  remain  there  for  ever;  his  aim  is,  as  held  out 
to  him  by  the  Bhagats  and  their  followers,  the  Sikh  Gurus,  the  total  dissolution  of  individual  existence 

1  Kabir  says  (Gauri,  XIX.,  Transl.  p.  480)  : 

?5vr  ^mtfftr  iffyr  ^ft  ^fr  f*T5  j5?^to!i 

"  Wandering  about  in  the  womb  of  the  eighty-four  Lakhs  of  creatures  Nand  became  much  worn  out,  O  dear  ! " 

2  The  Maya  produces  spiritual  blindness  or  infatuation  (ifal).  the  consequence  of  which  is  regeneration. 
Nanak  says  (Asa,  Mah.  I.,  Sabd  XXIII.,  4,  Transl.  p.  503): 

Tt3  »*fo  f%f3  ijjft  VTfa  I  ^  WT3TT  TRVfo  rTTfir  II 

"  In  this  spiritual  blindness  one  falls  again  into  the  womb. 
Who  clings  to  spiritual  blindness  goes  to  the  city  of  Yama." 

3  This  answer  is  frequently  given  in  the  Granth.    Compare  Japji  17,  18,  Transl.  p.  6;  Transl.  p.  509,  V. 
*  Nanak  says  (Asa,  Mali.  I.,  Sabd  XXXVIII.,  3,  Transl.  p.  509): 

are  ?V  *mft  nrfip  "sn5ft  iftestft  ira^TS  sf^nn  11 

"  The  discourse  of  the  Guru  is  a  nectar-speech,  who  drinks  it  becomes  acceptable. 
Who  is  very  fond  of  the  sight  of  the  gate  (of  God)  becomes  emancipated,  what  shall  he  do  in  paradise?" 
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by  the  re-ahorption  of  the  soul  in  the  fountain  of  light.1    His  aim  is,  in  one  word,  the  Nirban  (fVq|'l!f)> 
the  total  cessation  of  individual  consciousness  and  reunion  with  the  Vacuum  (JT2S,  ITSf). 

If  there  could  he  any  doubt  on  the  pantheistic  character  of  the  tenets  of  the  Sikh  Gurus 
regarding  the  Supreme,  it  would  be  dissolved  by  their  doctrine  of  the  Nirban.  "Where  no  personal 
God  is  taught  or  believed  in,  man  cannot  aspire  to  a  final  personal  communion  with  him,  his  aim 
can  only  he  absorption  in  the  Absolute  Substance,  i.e.  individual  annihilation.  We  find  therefore 
no  allusion  to  the  joys  of  a  future  life  in  the  Granth,  as  heaven  or  paradise,  though  supposed  to 
exist,  is  not  considered  a  desirable  object.  The  immortality  of  the  soul  is  only  taught  so  far  as 
the  doctrine  of  transmigration  requires  it ;  but  when  the  soul  has  reached  its  highest  object,  it  is 
no  more  mentioned,  because  it  no  longer  exists  as  individual  soul.2 

The  Nirban,  as  is  well  known,  was  the  grand  object  which  Buddha  in  his  preaching  held 
out  to  the  poor  people.  From  his  atheistic  point  of  view  he  could  look  out  for  nothing  else; 
personal  existence,  with  all  the  concomitant  evils  of  this  life,  which  are  not  counterbalanced  by 
corresponding  pleasures,  necessarily  appeared  to  him  as  the  greatest  evil.  His  whole  aim  was  there- 
fore to  counteract  the  troubles  and  pain  of  this  existence  by  a  stoical  indifference  to  pleasure  and  * 
pain,  and  to  stop  individual  consciousness  to  its  utmost  limit  in  order  to  escape  at  the  point  of  death 
from  the  dreaded  transmigration,  which  he  also,  even  on  his  atheistic  ground,  had  not  ventured 
to  reject.  Buddhism  is  therefore  in  reality,  like  Sikhism,  nothing  but  unrestricted  Pessimism, 
unable  to  hold  out  to  man  any  solace,  except  that  of  annihilation. 

In  progress  of  time  Buddhism  has  been  expelled  from  India,  but  the  restored  Brahmanism  with 
its  confused  cosmological  legends  and  gorgeous  mythology  of  the  Puranas  was  equally  unable 
to  satisfy  the  thinking  minds.  It  is  therefore  very  remarkable,  that  Buddhism  in  its  highest 
object,  the  Nirban,  soon  emerges  again  in  the  popular  teachings  of  the  mediaeval  reformatory 
movements.  Namdev,  Trilocan,  Kabir,  Ravidas,  etc.,  and  after  these  Nanak,  take  upon  themselves 
to  show  the  way  to  the  Nirban,  as  Buddha  in  his  time  had  promised,  and  find  eager  listeners;  the 
difference  is  only  in  the  means  which  these  Bhagats  propose,  for  obtaining  the  desired  end. 

In  the  Kali-yuga,  announces  Nanak,  as  well  as  the  popular  saints  before  him,  is  the  name  of 
Sari  the  only  means  of  obtaining  final  emancipation  (*R"f3).3 

1  Kabir  exemplifies  this  process  by  the  words  : 

"  A  drop  is  mixed  with  a  drop. 
A  drop  cannot  be  separated  from  a  drop." 
See  Transl.  p.  484,  v.  29.     Compare  also  the  next  following  verse. 

2  Kabir  expresses  this  very  forcibly  (Gauri,  Kabir  XXI.,  1,  Transl.  p.  481)  : 

tTst  ^r  d§  3-et  3H  jstot  ii  nrz  3n  ^ni  xm  jsnft  u 
»ra  tut  ?*r  §?  3$  atcr  §t  $tre  *r*  \dWnt>  n 

"  When  I  was,  thou  (wast)  not.     Now  art  thou  and  I  am  not. 
Now  I  and  thou  have  become  One,  my  mind  is  assured  seeing  One  (only)." 

3  Amar-das  says  (Gauri,  Astp.  I.,  7,  8,  Transl.  p.  331): 

srfe  *rfiT  aranftf  -f^Hfir  vrf?  ii 

TTBT  ?Tt  7>  *HT%  iTTfe  II 

<rnw  3T3Hfvr  at  *r*nfg  11 

"  In  the  four  Yugas  the  name  is  the  highest  (thing) ;  having  reflected  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru), 
The  disciple  will  cross  over  (the  water  of  existence)  in  the  Kali-yug. 
(When)  the  true  (disciple)  dies,  he  does  not  come  nor  go  (again). 
Nanak  (says):  the  disciple  remains  absorbed  (in  the  Supreme)." 
There  are  innumerable  passages  of  this  kind  in  the  Granth. 
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Austerities  (31T),  renunciation  of  the  world  and  its  pleasures  C@sTTT)»  bathing  at  holy  watering- 
places  (3fow)>  the  giving  of  alms  (»H35),  are  not  denied  to  be  meritorious  acts;  but  they  are  by 
no  means  sufficient  for  gaining  complete  emancipation,1  as  they  are  not  powerful  enough  to  clear 
away  egotism.2  This  can  only  the  name  of  Hari  effect,  which  washes  away  in  a  miraculous  manner 
all  the  filth  of  sins,3  liberates  from  all  further  transmigrations  and  reunites  with  Hari.  The  name 
of  Hari  is  the  universal  medicine  for  mankind;4  whoever  mutters  it,  is  saved  in  a  moment. 

This  muttering  of  the  name  of  Hari  ('yOJi)  seems  to  be  a  very  easy  way  of  salvation;  the  Sikh 
Gurus  however  took  good  care,  lest  it  should  be  made  too  easy,  so  that  they  themselves  might  be  con- 
sidered more  or  less  superfluous  guides.  They  taught  therefore,  that  nobody  was  able  to  take  the 
name  of  Hari  by  himself;  any  attempt  of  this  kind  was  loudly  declaimed  against  and  severely  con- 
demned.6 The  name  of  Hari  can  only  be  obtained  from  the  true  Guru  (J{w3  '313),  who  alone  can 
bestow  the  right  initiation  and  communicate  the  mantra  of  the  name  of  Hari.6 

The  Guru  on  his  part  again  gives  the  name  of  Hari  only  to  those  on  whose  forehead  this  lot 
is  written  from  the  beginning.7  "We  meet  here  again  with  the  decretum  aeternum;  salvation  by 
the  name  is  by  no  means  universal,  but  restricted  to  the  elect ;  °  they  are  chosen,  not  according 
to  their  meritorious  works,  but  according  to  the  pleasure  of  Hari,  the  leading  principles  of  which 

1  Nanak  says  (Japji,  21,  Transl.  p.  7) : 

"  Tlrthas,  austerity,  mercy,  gifts  given  :  if  one  obtain  (their  merit),  it  is  the  honour  of  a  sesam-seed." 

2  Nanak  says  (Sin  Rag,  Astp.  XIV.,  4,  Transl.  p.  86) : 

"  Though  I  give  (in  charity)  castles  of  gold  and  present  many  excellent  horses  and  elephants. 
Though  I  give  land  and  many  cows,  yet  (there  is)  egotism  within  (me)." 
8  Nanak  says  (Japjf,  20,  Transl.  p.  7): 

3bW  tt5  vn  tt  $u  ii  vreft  ^  Qs d«  §TT  II 
5j3  v*5^t  ?Mf  afff  ii  $  vrsm  &gffi  ■§tt  ^fs  n 
wftni  *rfe  vnrr  1 3f3T  11  -§tT  ^Q  jst%  ? 3f5T  11 

"  If  hand,  foot,  body,  trunk  become  defiled  :  By  washing  with  water  the  dust  will  be  removed. 
If  the  cloth  be  polluted  by  urine :  By  applying  soap  it  will  be  washed. 
If  the  intellect  be  defiled  with  sins  :  It  is  washed  by  the  dye  of  the  name." 
'  See  Gaurl,  Sukhmani  IX.,  5,  Transl.  p.  394. 

5  Nanak  says  (Gaurl,  Mah.  I.,  Astp.  XII.,  5,  Transl.  p.  326): 

fsnz  ^  ^  *&zt  jstft  ttc  ii  ft&  ^ftrw  *mra  J^ft  ^iz  « 

fZX  W3  ^%  mZ  *rrfZ  II     Cf.  Transl.  p.  337,  XXVIII.,  4. 

6  See  Gaurl,  Mah.  I.,  Astp.  XV.,  4,  Transl.  p.  328. 

?  Arjun  says  (Gaurl,  Mah.  V.,  Sukhmani  IX.,  5,  Transl.  p.  394) : 

"  The  praising  of  the  Beautiful  one  and  the  singing  of  (his)  excellences 
Is  not  obtained  by  any  skill  nor  by  any  religious  practice. 
Nanak  (says) :  he  obtains  it,  to  whom  it  is  decreed  by  destiny  itself." 
It  is  nowhere  hinted  at,  how  the  Guru  knows,  or  finds  out,  to  whom  this  lot  has  been  decreed.     The  meeting 
of  the  disciple  with  the  Guru,  or  vice  versd,  of  the  Guru  with  the  disciple,  is  therefore  ascribed  to  a  providential 
act  of  the  Supreme,  so  that  the  disciple  has  in  this  very  fact  the  badge  of  his  salvation.    Nanak  says  (Asa, 
Mah.  I.,  Sabd  XVIII.,  4,  Transl.  p.  501): 

Tztt  sra  3T  *rf!r  are  fa%  11  ^p^fs  *tts?  3^  ttw  3t  u 

8  Amar-das  says  (Majh,  Mah.  III.,  Astp.  I.,  1,  Transl.  p.  153): 

sra«?  tj%  itfs  are  famir  11 

"  (Whose)  destiny  it  is,  (him)  the  true  Guru  unites  (with  Hari)." 
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are  nowhere  hinted  at,  so  that  also  the  emancipation  of  the  elect  necessarily  falls  under  the 
category  of  "sport."  This  is  occasionally  expressed  in  very  decisive  terms.  Thus  says  Arjun 
(Transl.  p.  397,  XI.,  2) :  "  If  it  please  the  Lord,  man  obtains  salvation.  If  it  please  the  Lord,  he 
makes  a  stone  cross.  If  it  please  the  Lord,  he  rescues  a  sinner.  He  himself  acts,  he  himself 
reflects.  The  inward  governor  sports  and  expands.  "What  pleases  him,  that  work  he  causes  to 
be  done." 

But  on  the  other  hand  it  was  felt  that  such  a  doctrine,  if  strictly  carried  out,  would  naturally 
render  men  thoroughly  indifferent  to  their  salvation,  if  nothing  depended  on  their  own  exertion.  We 
find  it  therefore  stated  in  other  passages  of  the  Granth,  that  those,  who  are  seeking  the  Lord,  obtain 
him  in  their  own  heart ;  that  with  those,  who  are  thirsting  for  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  he  will  meet ; ' 
the  people  are  frequently  exhorted  to  come  to  the  true  Guru  (Transl.  p.  464,  XVIIL,  2)  and  to 
receive  meekly  his  instruction,  which  necessarily  presupposes  in  them  a  free  decision  for  good  or 
evil.  The  disciple  is  even  warned  not  to  come  to  the  Guru  for  the  sake  of  food,2  as  a  mere 
bodily  intercourse  with  the  Guru  will  not  save  him  (see  Transl.  p.  495,  IV.,  2-4). 

"We  might  naturally  expect  that  Nanak  would  bring  forward  some  proof  that  he  himself  really 
was  the  true  Guru,  sent  and  confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Lord.  In  the  old  Janam-Sakhl  there  is 
a  tradition  to  this  purport,  that  Nanak  was  called  to  the  threshold  of  God  and  solemnly  installed 
as  Guru  (see  p.  xi) ;  but  in  the  Granth  itself  we  find  no  trace  of  it  and  Nanak  never  alludes 
to  anything  of  this  kind.  It  is  everywhere  presupposed  as  self-evident  that  he  is  the  true  Guru, 
and  he  never  takes  the  slightest  pains  to  prove  it.  The  following  Gurus  in  their  turn  appeal  to 
Nanak,  that  he  had  instituted  a  successive  initiation  into  the  Guruship,  and  dispense  therefore  with 
every  proof. 

The  Granth  is  full  of  the  praise  of  the  Guru,  who  in  every  way  is  extolled  and  magnified.3 
The  Guru  is  the  only  infallible  guide  to  complete  emancipation  (Transl.  p.  95,  VII.,  1);  he  is  the 
mediator  (fijriWI)  between  Hari  and  mankind,  without  whom  nobody  can  become  acceptable  at 
the  divine  threshold;  he  is  the  boat  (yfotl),  that  carries  men  over  the  water  of  existence  (35  tT35);* 
yea,  he  is  the  very  fulness  of  Hari  himself.6 

The  disciple  has  therefore  to  submit  to  the  direction  of  the  Guru  unconditionally;  mind  and 
body  he  has  to  surrender  to  him,  for  his  salvation  depends  entirely  on  the  favour  and  mercy  of 
the  Guru,  who  freely  disposes  of  the  treasures  of  Hari.  Baba,  Nanak  says  (Transl.  p.  209,  XXV., 
Pauri):  "If  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  then  (one's)  wish  is  fulfilled.  If  the  true  Guru 
become  merciful,  the  nine  treasures  are  obtained.  If  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  then  one  is 
absorbed  in  the  True  one."  "Whatever  the  Guru  does,  is  approved  by  Hari;  whom  the  Guru 
unites  with  Hari,  he  remains  united  with  him.  The  Guru  is  even  possessed  of  a  magic  power: 
like  as  the  philosopher's  stone  CUTcf*?)  turns  everything,  that  it  is  touching,  into  gold,  so  the  Guru 

1  See  Transl.  p.  396,  6. 

2  The  Gurus  used  to  keep  up  a  large  cooking  establishment  to  feed  their  disciples,  no  small  attraction  for 
a  lazy  hungry  population.  This  was  already  the  practice  at  the  time  of  Baba  Nanak ;  see  p.  Ixxv,  1.  17.  Cf. 
Transl.  p.  699,  VII. ;  p.  704,  III. 

3  See  a  passage  of  this  kind,  Transl.  p.  377,  LV.,  last  Slok. 

1  Nanak  says  (Sirl  Rag,  Mah.  I.,  Sabd  IX.,  3,  Transl.  p.  26) : 

3T3  vQirt  ^^  3Ji  JT3  dWUI  TTfe  7>T@  II 

W3  *ra  tri?  yfofcj  are  3ftt  ^3\nn%  11 

%  f3*  3T%  "fwt  TT3  *f3  3TT?S  tTT#  II 

5  Arjun  says  (Sirl  Rag,  Mah.  V.,  Sabd  IX.,  4,  Transl.  p.  64): 

trra  -5£th  vf  vq  §  ^n  t^\  ^  „ 

?lf3  "Vjt  WT  3fg*HT  rrflr  7*[7^l  WT  *fij  || 
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totally  changes  all,  who  come  into  contact  with  him.  The  saving  power  of  the  Guru  is  so  extensive, 
that  not  only  the  greatest  sinners  are  purified  by  him,  but  also  his  disciples  become  in  their  turn 
(apparently  by  some  magical  process)  l  the  means  of  salvation  to  their  respective  families.  This 
is  taught  in  numberless  passages  of  the  (franth  (see  Transl.  p.  43,  V.,  3 ;  p.  390,  5). 

That,  which  the  Guru  teaches  the  disciple  for  the  sake  of  effecting  his  final  emancipation,  is, 
if  we  may  trust  the  Granth,   contained  in  a  few  meagre  sentences. 

The  Guru  gives  the  name  of  Hari  to  the  disciple,  which  he  is  enjoined  to  mutter  continually. 
He  is  required  to  repeat  and  sing  the  qualities  (3T^)  of  Hari,  to  meditate  on  them  continually  and 
never  to  forget  them  one  moment  from  his  mind.  Then  he  is  taught  to  clear  away  his  own  "I" 
and  to  consider  himself  identical  with  Brahm.  This  is  the  highest  degree  of  knowledge,  which  is 
often  alluded  to,  but  nowhere  more  fully  detailed.  The  Guru  strives  hard  to  surround  himself  with 
some  mysterious  halo,  but  in  reality  he  has  nothing  to  teach  the  disciple  but  the  pantheistic  sentence : 
"  #5  ham,"  i.e.  I  am  that,  I  am  identical  with  the  Supreme.2  This  knowledge  and  its  effects  are 
frequently  described  in  glowing  colours;  the  disciple  gets  thereby  uncontaminated  from  the  world 
and  remains  without  any  blemish,  becomes  purer  than  pure ;  darkness  is'  dispelled  and  light  diffused 
in  his  mind;  he  looks  on  all  things  as  the  same,  pleasure  and  pain,  friend  and  enemy;  he  is 
patient  towards  all,  kind  to  all,  he  stops  his  running  mind,  destroys  his  egotism,  in  fact  he  is  the 
Supreme  Lord  himself.3 

To  a  disciple,  who  has  reached  this  fourth4  or  highest  step  of  the  soul,  religious  works  are 
no  longer  obligatory,  as  he  is  free  from  the  Maya  and  duality,  and  whatever  he  does,  he  must 
do  with  an  indifferent  mind,  without  any  desire  for  future  rewards.6  The  disciple  must  overcome 
all  his  desires  and  wishes,  which  are  not  directed  on  Hari,  so  completely,  that  he  becomes  totally 
hopeless  (HsdlT)  in  the  world,  that  he  dies,  whilst  living,  being  merged  in  meditation  on  Hari; 
thus  he  becomes  emancipated  whilst  being  as  yet  in  the  body,  and  when  he  dies,  he  does  not 
come  again.6 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  it  is  plain  enough,  that  in  a  religion,  where  the  highest  object 

1  Amar-das  (Siri  Rag,  Mah.  III.,  Sabd  III.,  4,  Transl.  p.  42)  says  expressly : 

vrafH  irafa'ft  -trraw  ufg  ^yt  ^fij  *wrfs  11 

2  Nanak  says  (Siri  Rag,  Astp.  XI.,  8,  Transl.  p.  84) : 

3  See  Transl.  p.  391,  VIII.,  Astp.  1-6;  p.  263,  XXXIII.,  XXXIV. 

4  See  about  this  fourth  step  (trO'bft  VT©^V,  ti  G  M I  VT  or  3^JtfT).  Transl.  p.  157,  note  3;  p.  522, 
II.,  2,  where  a  popular  description  of  the  four  steps  is  given. 

5  Arjun  says  (Gauyi,  Sukhmanl,  IX.,  Astp.  2,  Transl.  p.  393) : 

t^  ^  frm  -fvfo  W{#7>  II  f*W?J  sft  HlfEWT  t  IjfS  f§7>  II 

sra*r  w&3  ut  foo°jd*r  ii  f3*r  %*&  ?t  fjs^rw  xre*r  11 
srni  s?5  sft  fs^T  nu\  *nt  \\  5^5  sztfs  41^  a  ^fa  art  11 

6  Amar-das  says  (Gauri,  Mah.  III.,  Astp.  I.,  8,  Transl.  p.  331): 

*tt3t  *it  t:  j»nt  rtrfs:  11  tx/zi  aranftf  at  *rorfff  11 

Ibidem  Astp.  VII.  3,  Transl.  p.  335: 

ifr5?J»T?3  TOftf  $  U^t  II  VW  VTCTHW  MT%  *t&  II 

t^rec  $t  f?>H*iw  ^  ii  *rcr%  *TTfe  firf*  ^{f  *®\  11 
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of  life  is  the  extinction  of  individual  existence,  there  can  be  no  room  for  a  system  of  moral  duties ; 
we  need  therefore  hardly  point  out,  how  wrong  the  statement  of  some  authors  is,  that  Sikhism  is 
a  moralizing  Deism. 

We  have  already  noticed  that  the  chief  duty  of  the  disciple  is  blind  obedience  to  his  Guru, 
and  in  the  second  place  service  to  the  saints.  This  latter  point  is  considered  quite  essential  to 
salvation  and  therefore  frequently  enjoined;  the  disciple  should  become  the  dust  of  the  feet  of 
the  pious  (JTR).  he  should  wash  their  feet  and  drink  the  water  used  in  so  doing ;  he  should  offer 
up  his  life  to  the  pious  and  become  their  sacrifice.  The  society  of  the  saints  is  the  greatest  blessing ; 
for  in  their  society  all  filth  is  removed,  true  knowledge  of  Brahm  is  obtained  and  the  jewel  of  the 
name  found,  so  that  the  gate  of  Hari  (i.e.  final  emancipation)  is  naturally  reached.1  The  other  duties 
are  summed  up  in  the  triad :  75T*T.  ^T^»  fSTTSTTS,  *'•*•  remembering  the  name,  giving  alms  and 
practising  ablutions;  but  the  two  latter  duties,  as  in  fact  all,  except  the  muttering  of  the  name, 
are  no  longer  required,  when  the  highest  step,  the  knowledge  of  Brahm,  is  obtained.  Other 
duties  are  occasionally  inculcated,  as  far  as  they  tend  towards  the  burning  of  egotism  and  the 
removal  of  duality,  such  as'  abstaining  from  falsehood  and  slander,  "not  looking  on  another's  wife, 
purifying  the  heart  from  the  five  vices,  5TW  (lust),  ^rq  (wrath),!  &3  (greediness),  *ftT  (infatuation 
or  spiritual  blindness)  and  wnfo?T?  (egotism).3 

Charity  to  animal  life  is  frequently  inculcated  in  the  Granth  on  pantheistic  grounds  (all 
creatures  being  considered  alike),  and  in  consequence  abstinence  from  animal  food ; 3  but  this  injunc- 
tion, which  went  right  against  the  habits  of  the  Jat  population  of  the  Panjab,  wa3  never  observed 
and  therefore  silently  dropped  afterwards ;  only  the  killing  of  the  cow  was  in  later  times  interdicted 
as  sacrilegious,  though  in  the  Granth  itself  no  trace  of  a  peculiar  sanctity  of  the  cow  is  to  be  found. 

Eemarkable  it  is,  but  quite  in  accordance  with  the  pantheistic  principles  of  the  system,  that 
prayer  to  the  Supreme  is  hardly  ever  mentioned  in  the  Granth,1  whereas  prayer  to  the  Guru  is 
frequently  enjoined.5 

The  high  position,  which  the  Guru  claimed  for  himself,  naturally  led  to  a  deification  of  the  same, 
and  though  Nanak  spoke  modestly  of  himself  and  confessed  himself  unlearned  and  the  lowest  of  sinners,6 

1  Compare  Gaurl,  Mah.  V.,  Sukhmaul,  XV.,  6,  Transl.  p.  406,  and  VII.,  1-8,  Transl.  p.  389. 

2  See  Gaurl,  Mah.  V.,  Sukhmanl,  IX.,  1,  Transl.  p.  393. 

3  Kabir  says  (Transl.  p.  682,  v.  199) : 

4  And  even  when  prayer  to  the  Supreme  is  mentioned,  no  object  or  contents  of  it  are  detailed,  so  that  it 
seems  to  be  a  mere  accommodation  to  popular  notions.    Arjun  says  (Transl.  p.  387,  V.  8) : 

W3&  ^7?£\  VldtJvJJ?  *Tf  ^n*  II  JHV75T  sffafT  WfTUfiT  *TT^  II 
And  Transl.  p.  502,  XXI.,  2 : 

*t  3Mt3  -qm%  wrf2  II  %fff  ^fe>HTFt  W3  fl  ^fe  II 

5  Nanak  says  (Siri  Rag,  Mah.  I.,  Astp.  IV.,  5,  Transl.  p.  77) : 

6  Nanak  says  humbly  of  himself  (Asa,  Mah.  I.,  Sabd  XXIX.,  2,  Transl.  p.  505): 

JST  XT%  rTft  Tft  ?>U\  vtw»HT  ^?M  WPH  *TJW  SfSWT  II 
■Lf5^t3  7X7Z?  f37J  5ft  W3&T  ffT35  f  T^ft  f^TTfeun  II 

It  is  incomprehensible,  how  the  later  tradition,  in  the  face  of  confessions  of  this  kind,  could  deem  Nanak  to  be 

an  Avatar. 
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the  following  Gurus  soon  commenced,  owing  to  the  abject  flattery  of  their  adherents,  to  identify 
the  Guru  with  the  Supreme  himself.1  The  consequence  was  such  a  deification  of  man  as  has  hardly 
ever  been  heard  of  elsewhere.  Life,  property  and  honour  were  sacrificed  to  the  Guru  in  a  way, 
which  is  often  revolting  to  our  moral  feelings.  It  was  therefore  a  very  fortunate  event  for  the 
more  free  and  moral  development  of  the  Sikh  community,  that,  with  the  tenth  Guru  G5vind  Singh, 
the  Guruship  was  altogether  abolished. 

With  precepts  of  this  kind  the  disciples  of  Nanak  would  have  sunk  into  a  state  of  dull  apathy 
to  the  world  around  them,  or  they  would  have  led  a  contemplative  life  in  monasteries,  as  the 
Buddhists  did,  if  Nanak,  cautioned  by  his  many  disputes  and  contentions  with  the  Jogis,  and 
convinced  by  practical  experience  of  the  wickedness  and  hypocrisy  of  the  erratic  Eaqlrs,  had  not 
enjoined  to  them,  to  remain  in  their  secular  occupation  and  not  to  leave  the  world.  It  is  owing 
to  this  sound  principle,  that  the  Sikhs  have  not  become  a  narrow-minded  sect  of  Eaqirs,  but  that 
they  developed  themselves  by  degrees  into  a  political  commonwealth. 

Nanak  and  his  followers  taught,  that  the  state  of  a  householder  (Rl+I  j\)  was  equally  acceptable 
to  Hari  as  retirement  from  the  world,3  and  that  secular  business  was  no  obstacle  to  the  attainment 
of  final  emancipation.  Salvation  does  not  depend  on  outward  circumstances,  neither  on  the  per- 
formance of  austerities,3  but  on  the  inward  state  of  the  mind,  which  even  amongst  the  daily  business  of 
life  may  remain  absorbed  in  meditation  on  Hari  (this  kind  of  devotion  is  called  dl~r|-H<J|  or  7JTtT25tT3T)- 
The  evil  practices  of  the  mendicant  Eaqirs  as  well  as  the  rogueries  of  the  Brahmans  are  therefore 
frequently  exposed  in  the  Granth  and  severely  censured.  By  such  pious  tricks  transmigration  cannot 
be  overcome,  but  the  soul  gets  on  the  contrary  still  more  sullied  and  depraved. 

The  institution  of  easte  was  not  directly  assailed  by  Nanak,  though  he  and  the  other  Bhagats  did 
not  put  any  stress  upon  it.  He  expresses  his  mind  on  this  point  very  clearly  by  saying  (Transl. 
p.  494,  III.,  Pause) :  "  Thou  (0  God)  acknowledgest  the  light  (that  is  in  him)  and  dost  not  ask  after 
(his)  caste.  For  in  the  other  world  there  is  no  caste"  {of.  also  Transl.  p.  114,  III.,  Slok  I.). 
Kabir  even  occasionally  ridicules  it,  as  well  as  the  Brahman  and  the  Mulla.  Emancipation  is  not 
confined  to  the  higher  castes,  but  made  accessible  to  all  men,  even  to  the  Candal.4  Different  stories 
are  therefore  cited  in  the  Granth,  that  even  the  lowest  men  attained  to  salvation  by  muttering 
the  name.5      Nanak  received  all  men  as  his  disciples  without   any  regard  to  caste,  recognizing  in 

1  Guru  Arjun,  who  oversteps  all  bounds  in  the  praise  of  the  Guru,  says  for  instance  (Sir!  Rag,  Mah.  V., 
Sabd  XXIX.,  2,  Transl.  p.  73) : 

are  wrew  nrMxar  are  ^d^MiT  ^d+iA  ^fsr  u 

3T3  WW3T?  tK7*R5T  W3  %Z3  «f^  7>  wf&  II 
3HT  W33J  W3  oW<Adld  3r3*?ffcf  MT$\  flfff  II 
That  really  the  Guru  (not  the  Supreme)  is  meant  by  these  words,  is  clearly  seen  from  v.  3,  where  he  says : 

3Ti  TT3T  tffe  JST*T  $fs  ftft  JTf  tf UT?  II 

2  Arjun  says  (Asa,  Mah.  V.,  Sabd  CLVII.,  2,  Transl.  p.  573): 

TET3  fW3  fS3  f%3  tft  II  ■SH  f3Jv[  TTWfo  Ut  II 

3t-h<vh3t  srfrut  ii  are  ftrf  ^3  fwrfe  ut  11 

3  Kabir  ridicules  occasionally  outward  austerities ;  he  says  (Transl.  p.  664,  IV.,  2) : 

tR5  ?  ^iTfe  ^  3Tfe  ^%  f7S3  fe3  *T3ST  Al^fo  II 
%»J  *T3?  § %  #fS  7T3  fsfo  fsf3  ytf\  »WT?ftr  II 

4  See  Transl.  p.  430,  XVII.,  Pauri. 

5  See  Transl.  p.  489,  Namdev. 
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all  the  dignity  of  the  human  birth,  and  laid  thus  the  foundation  of  a  popular  religion,  and  it 
was  quite  in  accordance  with  these  principles,  that  Guru  Govind  Singh  finally  abolished  caste 
altogether  in  the  Khalsa,  though  the  deeply-rooted  prejudices  of  the  higher  castes  refused  to 
submit  to  it. 

The  dignity  of  the  Brahmans  as  family  priests,  etc.,  was  likewise  left  untouched,  and  of  nearly 
all  the  Gurus  it  is  reported,  that  they  had  their  family  priests,  though  the  teaching  of  the  Brahmans, 
as  well  as  the  authority  of  the  Yedas  and  Puranas,  is  often  reproved.1  It  was  the  last  Guru,  Govind 
Singh,  who  positively  prohibited  the  employment  of  Brahmans  in  any  capacity,  and  introduced  a 
new  ritual  partly  taken  from  the  Granth,  and  partly  from  his  own  compositions. 

From  the  foregoing  sketch  of  the  Sikh  religion,  as  laid  down  in  the  Granth,  we  must  well  dis- 
tinguish the  popular  notions  of  the  masses.  The  vulgar  are  nowhere  given  to  lofty  metaphysical 
speculations;  their  ideas  are  concrete  and  adapted  to  their  every-day  wants.  Pantheism  has  never 
been  the  religion  of  a  whole  nation,  or  of  any  large  body  of  men,  not  even  in  India,  the  home  of 
Pantheism.  In  spite  of  all  the  definitions  of  the  Granth,  the  common  people  constructed  for 
themselves  a  God  such  as  they  required  for  their  outward  and  inward  wants.  The  teaching 
of  the  Granth  gradually  disaccustomed  them  from  idolatry  and  the  worship  of  the  inferior  deities, 
and  impressed  them  with  the  idea  of  One  Supreme  Lord,  whom  however  they  could  not  realize 
under  the  abstract  notion  of  an  Absolute  Substance,  but  only  as  a  personal,  self-conscious  Supreme 
Being,  who  created  all  and  governs  and  disposes  all  according  to  his  will.  It  is  not  improbable, 
that  the  Islam  had  a  great  share  in  working  silently  these  changes,  which  are  directly  opposed  to 
the  teaching  of  their  Gurus.  The  mass  of  the  Sikh  population  is  now  at  all  events  thoroughly 
imbued  with  these  deistic  notions  and  even  educated  Sikhs  were  quite  astonished,  when  I  proved 
to  them  the  contrary  from  the  Granth.  I  met  only  a  very  few  devotees,  who,  being  fairly  read 
in  the  Granth,  knew  about  "the  secret." 

Guru  Govind  Singh  did  not  and  could  not  essentially  change  the  teaching  of  his  predecessors. 
He  describes  the  Supreme  Being  nearly  in  the  same  terms  in  his  Japji,  as  the  Adi  Granth  does, 
though  he  was  personally  addicted  to  the  worship  of  the  goddess  Durga;  he  made  the  worship  of 
the  One  Supreme  obligatory,  though  the  adoration  of  the  minor  deities,  as  we  are  taught  by  his 
own  Granth,  was  by  no  means  rejected.2 

The  changes  and  additions  he  made  in  Sikhism  concerned  chiefly  the  ceremonial  and  social 
duties  of  his  adherents ;    as  he  received  men  of  all  castes  and  creeds  into  the  Khalsa  and  endeavoured 

1  Nanak  says  (Asa,  Mah.  I.,  Sabd  XXI.,  4,  Transl.  p.  502) : 

vt^5  irefo  ^rtsftr  %^  ii  nfefs  ^T3  7;  wt%  1^  11 

are  ftRF  AT*  W£  7i  TTfe  II  *nST  3fe  HfUTKT  l{f  *JTH  11 

2  The  Rahitnamas  go  in  this  respect  much  farther,  condemning  all  other  worship  but  that  of  the  One 
Supreme.     The  Rahit-nama  of  Prahlad-rai  says,  v.  13 : 

The  worship  of  idols  is  also  positively  forbidden  in  the  Rahit-namas;  see  Prahlad-rai,  v.  14: 
VRT7S  5ft  W  ?t  f*n*  tSTS  f7^T%  *fN  || 

^  TR5  fAdJjdr  *nrt  wfann  *jt  wrt*t  ii 

"  Who  adores  a  stone  and  bows  his  head  to  any  one  but  a  Sikh : 
He  is  a  Sakat  (and)  without  a  Guru,  he  is  always  cursed  by  the  Lord  of  the  world." 
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to  'Weld  them  into  one  religious  and  political  body,  he  set  up  a  number  of  new  ordinances  binding 
on  all. '  These  injunctions  are  laid  down  in  a  number  of  so-called  Eahit-namas  or  books  of  conduct,1 
which  all  pretend  to  be  dictated  by  the  Guru  himself,  but  none  of  which  appear  to  be  genuine, 
as  they  vary  very  greatly,  and  were,  as  iBay  be  easily  proved,  all  composed  after  the  death  of  the 
Guru,  some  of  them  even  as  late  as  the  end  of  the  last  century.  They  cannot  therefore  be  adduced 
as  a  direct  testimony  of  what  Govind  Singh  himself  ordained  and  introduced  into  the  Khalsa,  but 
only  as  an  evidence  of  the  later  development  of  Sikhism. 

The  initiatory  rite  into  the  Khalsa,  is  the  Pahul,  which  has  already  been  described  (p.  xc). 
It  is  generally  administered  by  five  Sikhs  and  not  before  the  attainment  of  years  of  discretion; 
its  administration  is  considered  very  meritorious,  and  by  instructing  a  disciple  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Guru,  one  will  get  final  emancipation  even  whilst  living.2 

Every  Sikh  is  enjoined  to  read  the  Granth  for  his  devotion,  especially  the  JapjT  of  Nanak  and 
the  Japjl  of  Govind  Singh ;  these  two  he  should  always  read  when  taking  his  meals.3  In  the 
morning  he  is  to  repeat  some  portion  of  the  Granth,  and  when  beginning  any  work  he  is  to  say 
an  Ardas  (JH<3-£lf*T>  prayer,  supplication).4  In  the  evening,  when  taking  his  food,  he  is  to  read 
the  Eahiras  C3tvTcTTf*T>  supplication),6  consisting  of  selections  from  the  Adi  Granth  (see  Transl. 
p.  14,  S5  daru,  note  1),  to  which  in  later  times  also  some  portions  from  the  Granth  of  Govind 
Singh  were  added.  As  these  religious  duties  took  up  a  great  deal  of  time,  they  were  seldom 
observed  by  the  vulgar,  and  are  now  generally  neglected.  They  content  themselves  with  uttering 
the  ground-mantra  (\T3"*r  T^tT):  *rf3  WRTC5  ^ajf. 

1  Two  of  these  Rahit-namas  have  lately  been  published  in  an  English  translation  by  Sirdar  Attar  Singh 
of  Bhadour;  but  it  is  a  pity  that  he  has  not  given  the  Gurmukhi  text  also.  The  translation  is  very  free  and 
gives  only  the  sense  generally,  not  verbally.  Fortunately  I  brought  the  original  text  of  the  Rahit-nama  of 
Prahlad-rai  with  me,  so  that  I  am  enabled,  for  the  sake  of  accuracy,  to  quote  it,  where  it  may  seem  necessary. 
The  title  of  Sirdar  Attar  Siugh's  publication  is  :  "  The  Rayhit  Nama  of  Pralad  Rai,  or  the  excellent  conversa- 
tion of  the  Daswan  Padsha,  and  Nand  Lai's  Rayhit  Nama,  or  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  Sikhs  in  religious 
matters."     Lahore,  printed  at  the  Albert  Press,  1876.  . 

2  Prahlad-rai  says,  v.  28 : 

f*T¥  ^  fW  ^  njf*f3  ^TST  II  $Z  *W*WT  iT3T  3*5  ?5>7?T  II 

^  ara  ft  w*  fw  ?5T%  ii  'tfi'^s  *Ff3  v^rew  VT%  II 

3  Prahlad-rai,  v.  10 : 

fas  ttv  Tfmr  ^  fa*T  ^  7t%^*Tfc  ii  ^  faro  sn  f^*  uts  ttjto  jRTfa#  snfz  11 

This  injunction  would  presuppose,  that  every  Sikh  should  be  able  to  read,  but  this  was  never  the  case  and  no 
means  whatever  were  taken  to  secure  this  end. 

4  According  to  a  note  of  Sirdar  Attar  Singh  to  Nand  Lai's  Rahit-nama,  p.  5,  the  Sikhs  read  as  Ardas  the 
first  verses  from  Govind  Singh's  story  of  Bhagavati,  called  ^g\  ft  ^T3">  the  first  lines  of  which  run  thus  : 
"  The  goddess  Bhagavati  was  first  worshipped  by  Guru  Nanak  ;  then  by  Gurus  Angad,  Amar-das  and  Ram- 
das,  and  to  them  she  was  propitious.  Then  followed  Gurus  Arjun,  Har-rai,  Har-g5vind  and  Teg-bahadur,  and 
they  also  rose  to  the  highest  honours.     Guru  Govind  Singh  was  also  assisted  by  her." 

6  Hfvnnf'r  (thus  it  is  written  in  the  Granth,  see  Rag  Asa,  Mah.  IV.,  IV.,  Pause,  Transl.  p.  15)  signifies 
prayer,  supplication;  its  derivation  is  not  known.  It  is  frequently  now  spelt  dOdlfa.  hence  the  transcrip- 
tion of  Sirdar  Attar  Singh  "Row  Rass."  He  details  in  the  Rahit-nama  of  Nand  Lai,  p.  4,  note  *,  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  Ardas  as  now  in  use  among  the  Sikhs.  In  reference  to  the  morning  and  evening  prayer 
the  following  verse  is  contained  in  Prahlad-rai's  Rahit-nama  (v.  12) : 

1TJ33TR5  3T3  3ft?  25  3TT%  II  3fvT5T»T  faST  1{HTC  ^  MT%  II 

*rnra»ttft  fw  fsn  ^  11  *m  ^33*  fs*  fafwr  h&  ii 
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Temples,  shrines  and  burning  places  are  not  to  be  worshipped,  nor  are  other  religions  to  be 
praised.1  The  Vedas,  Shastras,  Puranas  and  the  Qur'an  are  not  to  be  minded,  neither  the  Pandit 
nor  the  Mulla.  All  Hindu  and  Musalman  rites  are  to  be  discontinued;  the  Hindu  ceremonies  at 
the  time  of  birth,  marriage  and  death  should  not  be  observed;  no  Shradh  should  be  performed, 
and  if  it  be  performed,  the  words  of  the  Granth  should  be  used.  No  Tilak  should  be  applied  to 
the  forehead,  nor  should  the  sacred  cord  (-rlXQ)  nor  a  rosary  (3JTWT)  be  worn ;  circumcision  should 
not  be  practised. 

A  Sikh  is  never  to  wear  a  cap  (^\ft),  nor  to  shave  his  head  or  beard,  nor  to  wear  red  clothes.2 
He  should  bathe  in  cold  water,  comb  his  hair  twice  every  day  and  bind  his  turban  after  adjusting 
the  tresses ;  he  is  never  to  take  off  his  turban  whilst  taking  his  food.  He  is  to  clean  his  teeth 
every  day  with  a  tooth-stick.  He  should  always  wear  breeches  (31d  ,  the  Hindu  Dhoti  being  a 
forbidden  article),  and  have  steel  about  his  person,  especially  a  sword. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  any  shape  is  prohibited.3  Gambling,  especially  the  play  of  Caupar 
(H©Vsf.  a  kind  of  chess),  and  visiting  prostitutes,  deserve  severe  punishment. 

A  Sikh  should  never  buy  meat  from  a  butcher,  but  eat  only  the  flesh  of  such  animals  whose 
head  was  severed  by  a  Sikh  with  one  stroke  of  the  sword ;  this  kind  of  slaughtering  animals  is 
called  5£ioH-  Beef  is  not  even  so  much  as  mentioned  in  the  Kahit-namas,  as  its  use  was  altogether 
considered  abominable.     To  eat  of  the  leavings  of  the  meal  of  another  entails  the  pain  of  death. 

Especial  attention  is  paid  to  the  making  and  distributing  of  the  Karah  Prasad  (a^W  1fflT7)> 
which  in  some  way  resembles  the  Communion  Service  of  Christians,  the  Karah  Prasad  being  con- 
secrated to  the  Guru  and  in  his  name  given  to  eat  to  the  assembled  votaries.  It  should  be  made 
of  equal  quantities  of  ghi,  flour  and  sugar.  The  cooking-place  should  first  be  swept  clean  and  then 
plastered  with  cow-dung ;  the  cooking  utensils  should  likewise  be  well  washed.  The  Sikh,  who 
prepares  the  Prasad,  should  enter  the  cooking-place  after  bathing  and  purifying  himself,  and  only 
utter :  vah  Guru !  He  should  fill  a  new  jar  with  water,  drawn  from  a  well  with  an  iron  bucket, 
and  place  it  at  his  side.  When  the  Karah  Prasad  is  ready,  it  should  be  put  on  a  stand,  and  the 
people  should  sit  round  it  praying  [i.e.  saying:  vah  Guru!).  It  should  be  distributed  to  all  in 
equal  portions.4 

The  disciple  is  strictly  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Guru  and  never  to  forsake  him;  apostacy 
is  visited  with  the  severest  punishments ;  he  is  also  to .  minister  to  his  brother  Sikhs.5  He  is  to 
pay  taxes,  if  demanded  by  the  Guru;6   the   withholding   of  the    customary   offerings   of  the  tenth 

1  Prahlad-rai  says,  v.  20 : 

i  TR3  fire  to  sn  Trnft  11  srfir  vfn^  >t*t  &ra  TKft  u 

2  The  custom  of  wearing  blue  clothes  (in  remembrance  of  Govind  Singh  making  his  escape  in  blue 
clothes)  soon  fell  into  disuse ;  only  the  Akalis  preserved  this  custom.     See  p.  cxviii,  note  2. 

s  -  * 

Prahlad-rai  says,  v.  9: 

*[3  nfce  VfUTS  srfH  W  7ST%  7^^T3  II  *5§  dlrW  *ft*T  VH  l?ft§  J5BS7  ^W  II 

*  The  Karah  Prasad  and  its  preparation  is  described  in  Nand  Lai's  Rahit-nama,  p.  i,  8. 
5  Prahlad-rai  says,  v.  8 : 

5#  TT5TO  W7J  *Tt  ?%  *  fire  sft  Ife  ||  ^  T^^tT  V&E  $  vptft  \T^nfc  t^  || 

6-  Prahlad-rai  says,  o.  7: 

VFTO  ^H  WT3  ?S^  3T§  II  3T*57  3fV  fafWT  »JtT  3T§  II 
3T3  IS  *pf  $7>3  S3T%  II  iftUT  fire  3Ji  3^ft  3T%  II 
"  Who,  having  seen  the  order  (of  the  Guru),  does  not  pay  taxes.  Who,  having  hid  the  money-box  (in  which  the 


SKETCH  OP  THE  RELIGION  OF  THE  SIKHS.  cxv 

part  of  his  income,  the  defrauding  of  the  Khalsa  and  others  deputed  by  the  Guru,  is  severely 
censured.  He  should  consider  only  the  precepts  of  the  Guru  as  true  and  all  others  as  false.1  The 
Granth  is  to  be  minded  like  the  Guru,  and  the  Khalsa  like  the  Guru,  as  it  is  the  visible  body  of 
the  Guru,  (and  in  consequence)  the  visible*  body  of  the  Timeless  one.2  The  persons,  to  whom  the 
Guru  gives  authority  (or  a  Hukm-nama),  should  be  equally  obeyed,  and  those,  who  set  themselves 
up  as  rivals  with  them,  should  be  burnt  with  their  families.3 

With  regard  to  his  family  the  Sikh  is  enjoined  to  dispose  suitably  of  his  daughter  (or  sister) 
and  not  to  take  any  money  for  her  hand.4      The  killing  of  daughters  is  strictly  forbidden. 

Among  the  moral  duties  truthfulness  and  kindness  to  the  poor  are  especially  inoulcated ;  false- 
hood, dealing  fraudulently,  stealing,  slandering  and  fornication,  are  branded  as  deadly  sins.  A  Sikh 
should  earnestly  strive  to  subdue  the  five  passions :  lust  (cTFH)>  wrath  (gTf),  greediness  (?53),  infatua- 
tion (HvT),  and  pride  (yfcfTd)- 

The  injunctions  regarding  the  intercourse  with  people  of  other  creeds  evince  already  a  narrow- 
minded  bigotry  and  a  deep  fanatical  hatred. 

A  Sikh  is  not  even  to  salute  one,  who  is  not  a  Sikh,  otherwise  he  is  an  apostate  and  accursed 
by  God.  Who  bows  his  head  to  one,  who  wears  a  cap  (i.e.  a  Muhammadan)  or  shaves  his  head 
{i.e.  a  Hindu),  is  doubtless  worthy  of  hell.5  He  is  not  even  to  place  a  piece  of  cloth  or  any- 
thing belonging  to  a  Muhammadan  on  his  head,  otherwise  he  will  suffer  many  deaths.8  A  true 
Sikh  should  always  be  engaged  in  war  with  the  Muhammadans  and  slay  them,  fighting  them  face 
to  face;   it  is  his  duty  to   destroy  the   enemies   of  his  faith,7  and  to  help  in  the  diffusion  of  the 

money,  set  aside  for  the  Guru,  is  put),  talks  falsehood  with  his  month.  Who,  acknowledging  the  vow  of  an 
offering  of  taxes,  steals  (them) ;  such  a  disciple  is  not  pleasing  to  the  Guru."  Compare  also  Nand  Lai's  Rahit- 
nama,  p.  3,,  24. 

1  The  Rahit-nama  of  Nand  Lai  (p.  6,  46)  has  the  further  injunction :  "  Do  not  listen  to  any  calumny 
respecting  the  Guru,  and  he  who  speaks  ill  of  the  Guru,  must  be  killed  with  a  sword."  In  this  way  the 
infallibility  of  the  Guru  could  easily  be  kept  up. 

2  Prahlad-rai  says,,  v.  21 : 

^r  ^  ^  f*re>^  efr  *FrT  fff*  *ifa  Sftr  ii 

"  The  Khalsa  should  be  minded  as  the  Guru,  it  is  the  manifest  body  of  the  Guru. 
Who  desires  to  meet  with  me,  he  having  searched  finds  me  in  them." 
And  in  v.  24  he  says : 

nnnw  uw  sft  ^afe  irur  11  vgifz  wrarw  vmm  $tjt  ii 

"This  one  is  the  shape  of  the  timeless  divine  male.     The  Khalsa  is  the  visible  body  of  the  Timeless  one." 

3  Prahlad-rai  says,  v.  15 :  , 

*rH  tnvTST  titt  sfV  ^rg  *ht?>  ut^  ii  fss  sft  wwfa  $  sra  irfr  th%  sra  tr  ii 

*  See  Nand  Lai's  Rahit-nama,,  p.  3,  16,  17. 

5  Prahlad-rai  saysj  th  20 : 

£lft  $T*  tT^Tt  Vfo  II  *fr  f*W  3535ft  ffcW3tftff  II 

6  See  Nand  Lai's  Rahit-nama,  p.  2,  9. 

7  These  duties  are  frequently  inculcated.    See  Nand  Lai's  Rahit-nama,  p.  7,  62,  64 ;  p.  9,  73,  77,  79. 
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Sikh  religion.1  No  confidence  whatever  should  be  placed  in  Jogis  (who  are  contemptuously  called 
oTRS  WZJ,  ear-cropt)  and  Turks.3 

Towards  the  Sikh  sectarians  the  same  implacable  hatred  is  evinced.  A  true  Sikh  should 
abstain  from  all  intercourse  with  the  following  people,  who  are  accursed  (excommunicated)  by  the 
Guru:  (1)  the  Mine  (*ftS),  the  progeny  of  Pirthimall  ;a  (2)  the  Dhlrmallie  0ft3*R5T5l),  the 
progeny  of  Dhirmall  (see  p.  lxxxii,  note);  (3)  the  Eamrale  (TW3TIZT5J)>  the  disciples  of  Kam-rai, 
the  son  of  Guru  Har-rai  (see  p.  lxxvi,  1.  27  sqq.);  (4)  the  Masands,  the  former  deputies  of  the 
Guru  (see  p.  xciii,  last  line  and  note  2) ;  (5)  the  head-plucked  ones  (faddj*T,  i.e.  the  Jainas,  who 
are  now  called  in  the  Panjab  TTJT^ft  or  KT^feoj,  atheists).  To  these  are  added  as  equally  heinous 
(6)  those  who  kill  their  daughters  (T-^fafTiJ)-* 

There  are  some  other  injunctions  of  minor  importance,  which  are  hardly  worth  mentioning, 
such  as :  not  to  blow  out  a  lamp  with  the  mouth ;  not  to  extinguish  fire  with  water,  from  which 
one  has  been  drinking;  not  to  remain  naked  from  the  waist  downwards  at  night;  not  to  bathe 
without  a  5s?  (or  breeches);    not  to  distribute  food  without  being  fully  dressed,  etc. 

"We  see  from  these  minute  ordinances,  that  the  Sikh  reformatory  movement  soon  ended  again 
in  a  new  bondage,  which  was  quite  as  tiresome  as  that  which  they  had  thrown  off.  By  precepts 
of  this  kind  the  Sikhs,  the  majority  of  whom  consisted  of  rude  and  ignorant  Jats,  could  morally 
but  little  be  improved,  as  no  provision  whatever  was  made  to  raise  them  to  a  higher  standard  of 
education  and  culture,  Guru  Govind  Singh  being  only  intent  on  rendering  them  subservient  to  his 
will  and  on  kindling  their  martial  valour  and  hatred  against  the  Muhammadans.  "We  need  there- 
fore not  be  surprised,  that  they  soon  surpassed  their  fellow-countrymen  in  all  sorts  of  vices  and 
debauchery,  to  which  they  added  a  rapacious  and  overbearing  conduct,  so  that  they  became  a  regular 
scourge  to  the  country,  after  they  had  succeeded  in  overthrowing  the  Muhammadan  power.  They 
could  easily  destroy  by  their  martial  fury  an  old  weak  establishment,  but  were  not  able  to  erect 
a  new  solid  fabric  upon  its  ruins,  as  they  had  not  in  themselves  the  necessary  moral  and  intellectual 
capacities. 

In  conclusion  we  have  to  notice  some  denominations,  which  sprang  up  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Sikh  community. 

(1).  The  Vdasis.  This  body  was  founded  by  Siri  Cand,  the  eldest  son  of  Nanak.  There  are 
four  subdivisions  amongst  them,  who  only  differ  from  each  other  by  some  outward  signs.  They  no 
more  marry,  after  they  have  given  up  their  household  (f3rfd"*T3')  and  turned  TJdasis  (i.e.  indifferent 

1  See  Nand  Lai's  Rahit-nama,  p.  9,  80.  The  spreading  of  Sikhism  by  force  of  arras  is  here  clearly 
enjoined.     No  wonder  therefore,  if  the  Sikhs  became  gradually  more  fanatical  than  the  Muhammadans. 

2  Prahlad-rai  says,  v.  22 : 

STT7J  ?t  KT3  3tt  Wl  W3  3ST  *p5  fSRlftr  II  ^  f*n*  *f  ftJ3  75T  Zft  vt  JS37  ^  TUfe  II 

"  He  should  by  no  means  put  any  confidence. in  an  ear-cropt  one  and  in  a  Turk. 
Who  does  not  entertain  love  with  a  Sikh,  goes  to  hell." 

3  We  have  stated  p.  lxxx,  note  1,  that  it  was  not  quite  clear,  if  Ram-da.s  had  two  or  three  sons.  But 
from  the  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  57,  1.  15  sqq.,  and  a  note  of  Sirdar  Attar  Singh  to  his  translation  of  the 
Rahit-nama  of  Prahlad-rai,  p.  1,  we  find  that  he  had  three  sons.  The  name  of  the  eldest  son  was  Pirthimall, 
that  of  the  second  Arjun,  and  that  of  the  third  Dhirmall.  The  Mine  are  therefore  not  the  disciples  of  Dhir- 
mall, as  supposed  on  p.  lxxxii,  note  2,  but  the  descendants  of  Pirthimall,  who  had  tried  to  poison  his  younger 
brother  Arjun,  on  whom  the  Guruship  had  been  conferred,  and  who  was  therefore  called  by  his  father  )f\o| 
93",  a  contemptible  thief. 

4  Prahlad-rai  says,  v.  18: 

snftara  *&Z  7T  Wt§  37  "HjRTfe  II  *5§  ^  fffJS  5  UTW  ?T  y&m  3T5T%  mfe  II 
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to  the  world) ;  they  are  therefore  a  society  of  monks,  though  they  do  not  live  together  in  monasteries; 
Some  of  them  do  not  cut  their  hair,  like  the  regular  Sikhs,  some  have  short-cut  hair  (m<^JT»Hi)» 
some  wear  long  tufted  hair  OrlrflG).  and  some  shave  head  and  face.  They  practise  the  Hindu 
rites  concerning  birth,  death,1  marriage  aUd  Shradh,  as  all  the  old  Sikhs  did.  They  wear  clothes 
dyed  with  red  ochre  (ftf3*TCT)  and  apply  to  their  forehead  a  high  Tilak.  Their  sacred  book  is  the 
Adi  Granth,  whereas  they  reject  the  Granth  of  G5vind  Singh.  Formerly  they  were  very  strict 
in  their  religious  duties  and  led  an  ascetic  life,  subsisting  on  coarse  bread,  baked  on  live  coals 
(*l4a<<n)>  which  they  begged.  As  they  obstinately  advocated  a  mode  of  life,  which  was  irreconcil- 
able with  secular  occupations,  and  as  they  refused  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  the  established 
Gurus,  Guru  Amar-das  eliminated  them  from  the  Sikh  community  and  they  were  thence  no  longer 
acknowledged  as  Sikhs,  though  they  themselves  never  gave  up  this  claim.  The  TTdasis  have  set  up 
a  Guruship  of  their  own,  and  after  the  death  of  a  Guru  some  disciple,  whom  the  Guru  has  elected, 
assumes  the  spiritual  authority;  they  address  each  other  by  the  title  of  3TCIT  (brother).  Their  devotional 
service  is  very  simple ;  in  the  morning  and  evening  they  play  a  violin  or  a  rebeck  and  sing  a  song 
of  praise  (^33*5)  to  the  Supreme  Lord,  which  is  mostly  taken  from  the  Granth,  imitating  in  this 
way  the  simple  worship  of  Baba  Nanak. 

The  TJdasis  were  always  a  small  body,  as  their  principles  found  no  favour  with  the  population. 
Now-a-days  they  have  much  deviated  from  their  former  ascetic  habits  and  have  for  the  greater  part 
taken  to  secular  occupations,  differing  only  by  some  outward  tokens  from  other  people.  Some  of 
them  bore  a  hole  through  their  privities  and  insert  a  large  ring  of  iron  or  brass  to  prevent  them 
from  fornication  (fk|=W|d). 

(2).  The  Suthre  (Sing.  JTWtJT,  pure).  Their  founder  is  said  to  have  been  a  Brahman,  named 
Suca  (*reT);  they  took  their  origin  under  Guru  Har-rai.2  This  body,  which  is  still  to  be  found 
in  nearly  every  town  of  the  Panjab,  has  greatly  degenerated;  they  are  notorious  for  their  drunken- 
ness and  debauchery,  so  that  they  have  become  a  by-word  in  the  Panjab,  being  just  the  contrary 
of  what  their  name  implies.  It  is  stated,  that  they  obtained  from  one  of  the  former  Emperors 
a  written  order,  that  every  shopkeeper  should  give  them  one  Paisa  as  alms;  they  wander  there- 
fore continually  about  the  Bazars,  begging  and  clashing  together  two  staves  (337).  On  their 
head  and  neck  they  wear  a  rope  of  black  wool  and  keep  two  staves  in  their  hand;  to  their  fore- 
head they  apply  a  Tilak  of  black  colour.  They  perform  the  usual  Hindu  rites,  make  Shradhs  and 
erect  tombs  over  the  ashes  of  a  burnt  corpse  of  a  member  of  their  order ;  the  bones  they  collect  and 
throw  into  the  Ganga.  "With  meditation  and  worship  they  do  not  trouble  themselves  very  much ;  they 
recite  the  verses  of  Nanak,  which  they  partly  learn  by  heart,  and  sing  some  praises  in  honour  of  the 
Devi.  They  visit  the  Dehras  (shrines)  of  the  ten  Gurus  and  make  offerings  there.  They  all  add  the 
title  of  "Shah"  (literally  King)  to  their  names,  as  Eavll-shah,  etc.  They  have  a  Guruship  of  their  own 
and  receive  novices  (5wi)>  hut  there  is  no  order  nor  regular  discipline  among  them;  now  mostly 
profligates  and  vagabonds  join  them.  They  are  a  public  nuisance,  like  so  many  other  mendicant 
orders,  and  disavowed  by  the  Sikhs. 

(3).  The  Bimane  Sadh  (f^STT^  WR,  the  mad  saints).  They  keep  their  hair  uncut,  like  the 
Sikhs,  and  wear  on  their  neck  a  necklace  of  shells  (*}lf  ^T  *TR5T)  and  on  their  turban  a  very  large 
feather  (3T553TT);  they  consist  for  the  greater  part  of  Jats  and  tanners  (HHT3)-  Their  devotional 
service  consists  in  muttering  the  true  name  (^3  25TT)-  Most  of  them  are  married,  but  some  few 
remain  also  unmarried.  In  their  other  habits  they  are  like  the  Sikhs  and  acknowledge  the  Adi 
Granth  as  their  sacred  book. 

1  They  burn  their  dead,  but  always  erect  a  tomb  (JWPT)  over  their  ashes,  like  the  Jogis  and  Sanyasls. 

2  Wilson,  Religious  Sects  of  the  Hindus,  p.  177,   states,  that  they  look  up  to  Teg-bahadur  as  their 
founder.     What  authority  he  had  for  this  statement  is  not  mentioned  by  him. 
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(4).  The  Nirmall  Sadhu  (the  pure  saints).  These  people  were  originally  strict  Sikhs  and 
followed  exclusively  the  Granth  and  the  regulations  of  Govind  Singh;  they  stood  in  high  esteem 
with  the  Sikh  community  and  exercised  great  influence  on  the  people.  Formerly  they  used 
to  wear  white  clothes  and  dwelt  at  Amritsar,  Mukt-sar  and  other  places,  which  are  sacred  to  the 
Sikhs  (as  Damdama,  etc.),  hut  in  the  course  of  time  they  gradually  relapsed  into  Hinduism  by 
applying  their  mind  to  the  Shastras  and  especially  the  Vedanta.  In  consequence  of  this  internal 
change  of  mind  their  outward  habits  also  underwent  some  changes ;  they  deposed  their  white  robes 
and  adopted  the  common  garb  of  the  Hindu  Faqirs,  consisting  of  reddish-yellow  clothes.  They 
also  now  visit  the  holy  watering-places  on  the  Ganga  and  Jamna  and  conform  to  nearly  all  the 
Hindu  rites.  At  the  time  of  birth  and  death  they  perform  the  Vedic  ceremonies  and  burn  their 
dead,  but  do  not  use  the  Hindu  mantras  at  weddings.  They  are  now  in  a  state  of  transition  and 
deeply  tinged  with  Hindu  notions,  so  that  they  can  no  longer  be  considered  as  regular  Sikhs. 
They  live  mostly  together  in  separate  societies  under  a  Guru  and  choose  celibacy;  there  is  some 
learning  cultivated  among  them  and  even  Sanskrit  studies  are  to  some  extent  attended  to.  They 
do  not  beg,  but  live  on  the  offerings  of  the  people ;  they  receive  men  of  all  castes  into  their 
society,  as  within  the  brotherhood  no  caste  is  acknowledged.  They  have  a  large  establishment  at 
Amritsar,  where  they  are  much  respected  by  the  people  for  the  purity  of  their  morals.1 

(5).  The  Akalls  (the  worshippers  of  the  JHo?T35>  or  Timeless  Being).  This  body  is  said  to 
have  been  instituted  by  Guru  Govind  Singh  himself.  They  were  the  zealots  among  the  Sikhs,  who 
watched  over  the  purity  of  their  religion  and  withstood  firmly  the  innovations,3  which  the  Bairagi 
Bandit,  who  after  the  death  of  Govind  Singh  assumed  the  leadership  among  the  Sikhs  in  the 
Panjab,  endeavoured  to  introduce  into  Sikhism.  They  wear  blue  chequered  clothes  and  bangles  or 
bracelets  of  steel  round  their  wrists  and  frequently  also  a  discus  of  steel  on  their  turban.  They 
established  themselves  in  great  numbers  at  Amritsar,  where  they  assumed  the  direction  of  the 
religious  ceremonies  and  acted  the  parts  of  defenders  of  the  faith  in  the  days  of  Sikh  independency, 
as  they  assumed  the  right  of  convoking  a  Gur-mata  (a  national  council,  literally :  the  Guru's  advice) 
and  directing  its  consultations.  Thus  they  became  a  formidable  body,  which  was  dreaded  even  by 
the  Sikh  chiefs,  as  they  were  always  ripe  for  a  fanatical  outbreak.  They  lived  on  the  offerings  of 
the  people,  which  they  often  extorted  by  force.  As  they  were  in  fact  more  a  political  than  a 
religious  body,  their  influence  ceased  with  the  destruction  of  the  Sikh  community,  and  now-a-days 
they  are  hardly  taken  notice  of;  they  are  gradually  dwindling  away  like  Sikhism  itself,  in  whose 
bosom  of  late  even  an  atheistic  or  materialistic  sect  has  sprung  up,  that  of  the  Gulab-dasis,  who  deny 
every  creation  and  the  existence  of  any  Supreme  Being.  The  old  tough  Hinduism  has  therefore 
every  prospect  of  outliving  also  this  reformatory  movement,  which  was  impeded  in  its  course  and 
eventually  rendered  baneful  by  being  made  subservient  to  political  interests. 

1  One  Nirmala  Sadhii  of  the  Amritsar  establishment,  Atma  Singh,  was  for  a  considerable  time  my 
instructor. 

2  These  innovations  did  not  concern  the  doctrinal  parts,  but  only  some  outward  forms  and  customs  of 
Sikhism.  He  endeavoured  to  induce  the  Sikhs  to  abandon  their  blue  dress,  to  abstain  from  drinking  liquors 
and  Bhang  (to  which  even  Govind  Singh  had  been  addicted)  and  from  eating  flesh.  He  tried  also  to  make 
them  exclaim  :  TJ3*r  5^  S3  (victory  to  religion !),  ^d*1A  5ft  S3  (victory  to  the  (Sikh)  system  I),  instead  of 
the  exclamation  ordered  by  Guru  Govind  Singh:  ^rj  JJ<J-H>  sft  S3  (bravo,  victory  to  the  Guru  !),  ^TTT 
tfTW^TTrft  Sft  S3  (bravo,  victory  to  the  Khalsa !).  As  the  bigoted  Banda  insisted  on  these  innovations,  many 
Sikhs,  especially  the  Akalls,  who  refused  to  comply  with  them,  were  put  to  death.  After  the  defeat  and  cruel 
execution  of  Banda  all  these  innovations  were  put  aside  again,  except  the  blue  dress,  which  only  the  fanatical 
Akalls  retained. 
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IV. 

ON  THE  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  OEANTH. 

The  Adi  Granth  in  its  present  state  was  collected  by  Guru  Arjun,  as  stated  on  p.  lxxxi;  after 
Arjun  the  verses  of  Teg-bahadur  were  added  and  one  single  D5hra  of  his  son,  Guru  Govind  Singh, 
in  answer  to  some  Dohras  of  his  father.  "We  have  no  further  information,  how  the  writings  of  the 
predecessors  of  Arjun  had  been  collected  and  preserved,  and  we  must  wholly  depend  for  their  authen- 
ticity on  the  testimony  of  Arjun  himself. 

Besides  the  writings  of  the  Sikh  Gurus,  considerable  extracts  from  the  writings  of  famous 
Bhagats  were  also  inserted  in  the  Granth ;  the  works  of  Eabir  are  still  extant  in  India,  as  they 
were  preserved  by  his  disciples,  the  Kabir-panthis,  who  have  a  considerable  establishment  at  Benares, 
but  hitherto  few  selections  only  have  been  published  of  them,  though  they  are  far  superior  in  form 
as  well  as  in  originality  of  thought  to  the  versifications  of  the  Sikh  Gurus.  The  writings  of  the 
other  Bhagats  seem  to  be  lost,  as  I  was  never  able,  in  spite  of  manifold  researches,  to  detect  a  trace 
of  them ;    perhaps  one  piece  or  another  may  yet  be  found  in  progress  of  time. 

Nearly  all  the  panegyrics  of  the  Bhatts  were  composed  for  the  occasion  and  are  abject  flatteries, 
without  any  intrinsic  value  whatever;    they  were  apparently  all  added  by  Guru  Arjun  himself. 

The  authors  of  the  Gianth  are  therefore  the  following: 

(A).  Sikh  Gurus.— (1).  Baba  Eanak  (Mah.  I.).  (2).  Angad  (Mat.  II.).  (3).  Amar-das  (Mah.IIL). 
(4).  Ram-das  (Mah.  IV.).  (5).  Arjun  (Mah.  V.).  (6).  Teg-bahadur  (Mah.  IX.).  (7).  Govind  Singh 
(Mah.  X. ;  only  one  Dohra.     See  Transl.  p.  70S).1 

(B).  Bhagats.— {1).  Beni.2  (2).  Bhikan.8  (3).  Dhanna.3  (4).  Farid  (Shekh).4  (5).  Jaidev.6 
(6).  Kabir.'1  (7).  Namdev.7  (8).  Pipa.8  (9).  Ramanand.9  (10).  Ravidas.10  (11).  S*adhna.11  (12).  Sainu.12 
(13).  Surdas.13     (14).  Trilocan.11 

1  In  many  copies  Mah.  X.  is  not  added  to  this  Dohra,  though  good  copies  testify  to  it. 

2  About  Bern  (^2^)  and  Bhikan  (sW?5)  n0  particulars  are  known. 

3  Dhanna  (iJjJT)  is  said  to  have  been  a  cultivator  (Jat).  See  Transl.  p.  668,  note  2.  He  became  a  disciple 
of  Ramanand.     See  Price,  Hindi  Selections,  p.  124.         i  About  Shekh  Farid  see  Transl.  p.  685,  note  4. 

5  Jaidev  (f^%^)  =  Sansk.  3p^S^,  the  well-known  author  of  the  Gita-govinda. 

6  See  about  Kabir,  Transl.  p.  126,  note  1 ;  p.  93,  note  1. 

'  Namdev  (JTPT^;.  frequently  only  25THT)  was  a  calico-printer  (gTSTT),  a  famous  Bhagat,  who  is  con- 
sidered the  first  Marathi  writer ;  his  verses  are  therefore  particularly  interesting  in  a  linguistic  point  of  view. 
See  about  him  Transl.  p.  93,  note  1. 

6  Pipa,  Raja  of  the  fort  of  Gangaraun  (*}»J^ft«l  T^  ^iT  TTWT).  as  ne  is  styled  by  the  Bhakta-mala  (see 
Price,  Hindi  Selections,  p.  87),  was  first  a  votary  of  the  Devi,  but  became  afterwards  a  disciple  of  Ramanand. 

8  Ramanand  (about  A.v.  1400),  a  disciple  of  Ramanuj.  Twelve  disciples  of  Ramanand  are  mentioned, 
among  them  Kabir,  Ravidas,  Pipa,  Dhanna,  etc.  Ramanand  received  men  of  all  castes  as  his  disciples, 
and  declared  that  the  knowledge  of  Brahm  made  a  man  free  from  all  social  bonds. 

10  See  about  Ravidas,  Transl.  p.  130,  note  3. 

11  Sadhna  was  a  butcher  (3'*Uyfy  Nothing  particular  is  known  about  him,  if  we  abstract  from  the  two 
wonderful  stories  related  about  him  in  the  Bhakta-mala. 

u  Sainu  is  said  to  have  been  a  barber  (AlG).  He  is  also  enumerated  among  the  twelve  disciples  of 
Ramanand,  whom  he  himself  quotes  (Rag  Dlianasari,  Sainu). 

13  Surdas,  a  Brahman,  was  first  an  Amin  (commissioner)  of  the  Emperor,  but  squandered  the  money  of  the 
district  treasury  on  saints.     He  fled  then  to  the  forest  of  Vrindavan  and  became  himself  a  Bhagat. 

14  About  Trilocan  see  Transl.  p.  126,  note  4 ;  p.  cxxiii. 
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(C).  BhatU.— (1).  Bhalhau.  (2).  Bhika.  (3).  Das  (Dasu).  (4).  Ganga.  (5).  Haribans.  (6).  Jalan. 
(7).  Jalap.  (8).  Kal  (Kalu,  Kalhu).  (9).  Kalasu.  (10).  Kalasahar.  (11).  Klratu.  (12).  Mathura. 
(13).  Nal.     (14).  Bad.     (15).  Sal  (Salh). 

The  Bhatt  Kalasu  eulogized  Baba  N/anak ;  Kalasahar  and  Kalu  :  Guru  Angad  ;  Kalu,  Jalap,  Klratu, 
Bhika,  Sal  and  Bhalhau :  Guru  Amar-das ;  Kalu,  Kalasahar,  Nal,  Bad,  Dasu,  Jalan,  Ganga,  Mathura, 
Klratu  and  Sal :  Guru  Eamdas ;  Kalu,  Kalasahar,  Mathura  and  Haribans :  Guru  Arjun.  Thence  it  would 
appear,  that  the  Bhatt  Kalasu  lived  towards  the  close  of  the  life  of  Fanak  or  under  Guru  Angad; 
Jalap,  Bhika  and  Bhalhau  under  Guru  Amar-das ;  Klratu,  Nal,  Bad,  Dasu,  Jalan,  Ganga,  and  Sal 
under  Guru  Bam-das ;  and  Kalu,  Kalasahar,  Mathura  and  Haribans  under  Guru  Arjun.  The  panegyric 
of  Angad  was  composed  under  Guru  Arjun,  very  likely  to  fill  up  the  gap. 
The  Granth  itself  consists  of  the  following  portions  : 
I.  The  Jap  {or  Japjl),  an  introductory  chapter,  by  Mnak. 

II.  The  So  daru,  consisting   of  extracts  from  Bag  Asa,  and  Bag  Gujrl,  used  by  the  Sikhs  as 
evening  prayer  (dfOdlT)  together  with  : 

III.  So  purhhu,  consisting  of  extracts  from  Bag  Asa. 

IV.  Sohila,  consisting  of  extracts  from  the  Bags  Gauri,  Asa,  and  DhanasarT,  used  as  a  prayer 

before  retiring  to  rest. 
These  pieces  were  intended  for  devotional  purposes  and  therefore  put  at  the  beginning  of  the  Granth. 
Then  follow : 

V.  TJie  Rags,  which  form  the  body  of  the  Granth. 


(1 
(2 
(3 
(4 
(5 
(6 
(7 
(8 
(9 
(10 

(11 

(12 

(13 
(14 
(15 
(16 


Sir!  Bag  (fjfiffr  TRT)- 

Bag  Majh  (TT3T  HP?)- 

Bag  GaurT  C3T3T  3T@^V)- 

Bag  Asa  (3T3T  >WT*n)- 

Bag  Gujrl  (373T  ^T^)- 

Bag  Devgandhari  (3T3T  5<^JlMI<fV)- 

Bag  Bihagra  C3T3J  fyOUIrfl)- 

Bag  Vadhansu  (3T3J  cJSO*})- 

Bag  Sorathi  faTJJ  JfcrfS)- 

Bag  Dhanasarl  (3T3J  *TCST*nft)- 

Bag  Jaitsir!  fapT  %3f*fift)- 

Bag  TodI  faT3T  Z5T) 

Bag  Bairarl  (THT  frdTrfT)- 

Bag  Tilang  C3T3T  f3^3T)- 

Bag  Suhl  C3V\  Tfift). 

Bag  Bilavalu  (7J3T  PyWI^W)- 


(17).  Bag  Gaud  (TPT  3T3)- 

(18).  Bag  Bamkali  (OTJ  dl*WMJ). 

(19).  Bag  Natnarain  (3T3T  AAAIdlfiJA). 

(20).  Bag  Maligaura,  C3T3T  *ITWtT@WT)- 

(21).  Bag  Maru  C3T3T  VTT3). 

(22).  Bag  Tukhari  (3T3T  SMTHl). 

(23).  Bag  Kedara  faT3J  3-£ld»- 

(24).  Bag  Bhairau  (^TST  §3#)- 

(25).  Bag  Basantu  (7TPT  TET*T3)- 

(26).  Bag  Sarang  (OTT  W?T)- 

(27).  Bag  Malar  (HT3T  *R5T7> 

(28).  Bag  Kanara  (3T3J  oMArfl)- 

(29).  Bag  Kalian  CJT3T  ?fe»WTS)- 

(30).  Bag  Prabhata,  (HT3T  V3T3T)- 

(31).  Bag  Jaijavantl  faTJT  f^TT^ST)-1 


The  verses  of  the  different  Gurus  have  been  distributed  into  these  fore-mentioned  Bags,  apparently 
without  any  leading  principle,  as  hardly  any  verse  is  internally  connected  with  another.  The  name 
of  the  Bag  is  therefore  a  mere  superscription,  without  any  reference  to  its  contents.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  a  Bag  frequently  some  sayings  of  one  or  more  Bhagats  are  added,  which  seem  to  have 
been  selected  in  the  same  arbitrary  way  as  chance  might  offer  them.  No  system  nor  order  is  there- 
fore to  be  looked  for  in  any  of  the  Bags.      In  the  first  four  Bags  the  most  important  matter  was 

1  There  were  originally  only  thirty  Rags;  the  last,  Rag  Jaijavantl,  was  composed  by  Teg-bahadur,  and 
contains  only  four  verses. 
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collected  and  they  are  therefore  also  comparatively  of  the  largest  compass ;  the  following  minor 
Eags  seem  to  be  a  second  gathering  or  gleaning,  as  materials  offered  themselves,  no  attention  being 
paid  to  the  contents,  but  only  to  the  bulky  size  of  the  Granth.  By  thus  jumbling  together  what- 
ever came  to  hand,  without  any  judicious  selection,  the  Granth  has  become  an  extremely  incoherent 
and  wearisome  book,  the  few  thoughts  and  ideas,  that  it  contains,  being  repeated  in  endless  variations, 
which  are  for  the  greatest  part  nothing  but  a  mere  jingling  of  words. 

VI.  The  so-called  Bhog  or  conclusion  of  the  Granth.     This  portion  contains  : 

(1).  Some  Sloks  (four  in  number)  by  Nanak,  and  (sixty-seven)  by  Arjun.1 

(2).  Three  small  pieces  by  Arjun  (3JX^T>  'SJSU'  and  ^GvjS). 

(3).  Sl5ks  of  Kabir. 

(4).  Sloks  of  Shekh  Farld. 

(5).  Savayye  (Savaie)  of  Arjun. 

(6).  Savayye  of  the  Bhatts  (or  Bhats)  : 

(a).  Panegyric  of  Guru  Baba  iNanak. 
(5).  Panegyric  of  Guru  Angad. 
(c).  Panegyric  of  Guru  Amar-das. 
(d).  Panegyric  of  Guru  Eam-das. 
(e).  Panegyric  of  Guru  Arjun. 
(7).  Sloks  in  excess  of  the  Vars,  by  Nanak. 
(8).  Sloks  by  Amar-das. 
(9).  Sloks  by  Eam-das. 
(10).  Sl5ks  by  Arjun. 
(11).  Sloks  by  Teg-bahadur. 

(12).  A  piece  called  Mundavani  (*}•£!  <^<aY)  by  Arjun,  consisting  of  two  Sloks.2 
(13).  Eag-mala  (an  enumeration  of  the  Eags  with  the  Baginls)  by  an  unknown  author. 

1  They  are  called  in  the  Granth  3TwoT  TTTfaT3T>  whence  some  rashly  concluded,  that  they  were  really 
Sanskrit  Shloks.  But  this  is  a  great  mistake.  Neither  Nanak  nor  Arjun  understood  anything  of  Sanskrit, 
and  these  verses  are  therefore  composed  in  the  usual  PanjabI  of  those  days.  What  is  meant  by  ^TUlf?^. 
see  p.  cxxxiii,  Remark. 

2  Some. copies  of  the  Granth  insert  before  or  after  the  Mundavani  some  Sloks  of  Nanak  (Mah.  I.,  which 
Cunningham,  p.  371,  strangely  interprets  by :  "  Hymn  of  the  first  woman  or  slave  ")  ;  a  Ratan-mala  (or  rosary 
of  gems)  belonging  to  the  Rag  Ramkali,  by  Nanak;  and  a  short  story  (in  prose)  of  Rah-mukam  Siv-nabh, 
Raja  (of  Ceylon),  by  an  unknown  author. 
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ON  THE  LANGUAGE  AND  THE  METRES  USED  IN  THE  GEANTH. 

Feom  the  foregoing  survey  of  the  various  contributors  to  the  Granth  it  may  be  easily  inferred,  that 
the  idiom  of  the  Granth  is  not  the  same  throughout;  it  varies  considerably  according  to  the  time 
or  the  province  in  which  the  author  lived.  Though  the  Granth,  as  regards  its  contents,  is  perhaps 
the  most  shallow  and  empty  book  that  exists,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  it  is,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
a  linguistic  point  of  view,  of  the  greatest  interest  to  us,  as  it  is  a  real  treasury  of  the  old  Hindu! 
dialects,  specimens  of  which  have  been  preserved  therein  which  are  not  to  be  found  anywhere  else. 
The  Granth  contains  sufficient  materials,  which  will  enable  us  to  investigate  those  old  and  now 
obsolete  dialects,  from  which  the  modern  idioms  have  had  their  origin,  so  that  the  gap,  which 
hitherto  existed  between  the  older  Prakrit  dialects  and  the  modern  languages  of  the  Arian  stock, 
may,  by  a  careful  comparative  study  of  the  same,  be  fairly  filled  up.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
oldest  and  therefore  most  interesting  specimens  of  the  language  of  mediaeval  India  are  comparatively 
few  in  number. 

Very  likely  the  oldest  writer  in  the  collection  of  the  Granth  is  Namdev,  who  is  also  considered 
the  oldest  Marathi  poet ;  he  lived  about  the  fourteenth  century  of  our  era,  though  we  have  no  materials 
at  hand,  by  which  we  might  be  enabled  to  fix  his  time  more  accurately.  "We  know  from  the  Bhakta- 
mala,  that  he  was  a  native  of  the  Dekhan  and  lived  in  the  town  of  Pandharpur  (in  the  Bhakta-mala 
written  Tfe^TT^  and  tfeTTT^),  being  the  illegitimate  child  of  a  daughter  of  Vamdev  and  by  pro- 
fession a  calico-printer  (not  a  tailor,  as  Molesworth  will  have  it).  The  peculiarities  of  the  modern 
Marathi  are  already  visible  in  his  compositions,  though  not  in  such  a  degree  as  in  the  verses  cited 
by  Molesworth  in  his  Marathi-English  Dictionary,  Introduction,  p.  xxvi,  so  that  the  suspicion  arises, 
that  either  the  verse3  of  Namdev,  as  far  as  received  into  the  Granth,  were  adapted  to  the  Hindul, 
or  that  the  verses  cited  by  Molesworth  were  adapted  to  the  modern  Marathi.  In  order  to  illustrate 
his  style  and  its  peculiar  grammatical  features,  we  subjoin  here  a  few  lines  taken  from  Rag  Gaurl 
(Transl.  p.  489) : 

$^T  VTUTJ  TTCtor^  II  TR  SR3  tTTJ  7*T  7&3  II  ~ttT%  II 

srfi  ^  3ifen  fws  fv  ?twr  fcrwrfa  w  ttw*  Tratora  11 


"  By  God  stones  are  caused  to  swim.     How  should  not  men  by  the  order  of  Earn  cross  ? 

(1).  Seizing  the  raft  the  whore,  the  hump-backed  woman  without  beauty,  the  hunter  and  Ajamal 

were  brought  across. 
The  man  who  struck  the  feet  (of  Krishna)  became  emancipated.     I  am  a  sacrifice  to  the  man,  (who) 

utters :  Earn!  " 

We  have  perhaps  in  $^T  the  inflectional  a  of  Marathi  nouns  of  the  first  declension,  but  the  Instrumental 
case-affix  %  is  not  yet  added  (nor  is  it  in  Hindm),  the  Formative  as  such  serving  as  Instrumental, 
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the  same  as  in  Sindhl.  S7JT  is  the  Marathi  cfi^n,  how?  In  3T<ft*Hf^  we  have  a  participle  past 
passive,  formed  by  the  affix  i-ale,  the  conjunctive  vowel  i  of  the  modern  MarathI  being  lengthened 
to  I,  and  at  the  same  time  a  short  a-sound  added  =  irMf\«sl;  DUt  by  the  side  of  such  formations 
we  find  also  the  regular  Hindu!  form  of*the  participle  past,  like  3§.  The  pronoun  of  the  first 
person  singular  is  XT%,  hau,  and  not  *ft,  as  now  in  MarathI.  Nearly  all  the  postpositions  are  still 
wanting,  so  that  pieces  of  this  kind  are  extremely  difficult  to  translate. 

About  the  same  time  lived  the  Brahman  Trilocan,  who  was  likewise  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Dekhan,  as  may  be  safely  concluded  from  the  peculiarities  of  his  style,  which  resembles  very 
closely  that  of  Namdev.  We  subjoin  here  a  Bample  of  the  same  taken  from  the  Siri  Rag  (Transl. 
p.  127,  III.  IV.) : 

wfwr  ^j  tet  fsmfo  3TfH»HT  ^t  Tnftmw  WTO  II  3 
wnj  5ft  *rfj?  ipre  sfwr  t  wtm&  to*ttt#  11 

3TT  W3  ^55  srafTJ  *lUTSI5ft  f3?S  »*n3R5t  ^  ~3^S  *  ^Tlfff  II  8 

(3).  On  a  difficult,  terrible  road  thou  must  go,  0  man,  (whither)  sun  and  moon  do  not  penetrate. 
The  infatuation  of  the  Maya,  is  then  forgotten  (by  thee),  when  thou  hast  left  behind  the  world. 
(4).  To-day  he  has  become  manifest  in  my  mind,  Dharm-rau  has  been  seen. 
His  very  strong  hands  break  in  pieces  (men),  before  him  I  cannot  abide. 

We  meet  here  likewise  with  the  forms  3iftJlR5,  VtffaW35  by  the  side  of  3fSJ>TT>  which  we  have 
noticed  in  Namdev. 

Jaidev  (Jayadeva),  though  the  time  in  which  he  lived  has  hitherto  not  yet  been  fixed  with 
certainty,  belongs  in  all  likelihood  also  to  the  fourteenth  century.  Wilson,  who  enumerates  him 
with  the  disciples  of  Ramanand,  is  apparently  mistaken,  as  the  Bhakta-mala  nowhere  states  that 
Jaidev  was  a  disciple  of  Ramanand,  which  it  certainly  would  have  done  if  any  tradition  to  this 
purport  had  been  current  among  the  Vaishnavas.  But  we  consider  it  equally  wrong,  if  Lassen  (Gita- 
govinda,  Prolegomena,  p.  iv.)  is  inclined  to  date  back  the  Glta-govinda  to  the  twelfth  century  of 
our  era  (about  1150);  against  such  a  supposition  his  own  Prakrit  verses,  as  preserved  in  the  Granth, 
speak  too  strongly,  which  decidedly  bear  the  stamp  of  a  later  age.  Only  the  following  piece  of 
Jaidev,  which  is  a  curious  mixture  of  Sanskrit  and  the  vulgar  tongue,  is  contained  in  the  Granth 
(Rag  Gujri,  Sri  Jaidev)  : 

1TW7  33  V^ftfe  V3  TTfe  fsfs  M6W3  II  1 
5^5  TR  3TTO  *TS^  II  -Elfe  »Hfif3  33*rf2»tf  II 
7>  ^kf3  tT  *W3§  7i  tTJSH  TOlfa  ?TCS  3fs«?  II  S^T%  II 
fg^fa  TTOTft  MdTsW  tT*T  W^tff3  *rf^3  f^3  II 

35  33  3rc  *ntf^nr  xra*r  i£^  f*rc  11  * 
&3Tfe  f^rfe  varfap  tt  ftfsrfq  nrre^  « 

3t^T  W7*5  TUf%3  =?TW3>  3>J  ^JH  *TO^  II  3 

uflr  3T3  f^r  P>oQ^*6i  f&z  sra*fOT  wn  11 
^r*  ft  Wfc  ft  TT%7>  ft  swr  II  8 

%^  WTf£#  3*  1  f  4  3^  13  TO^I  JT3  II  M 
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(1).  The  primeval  Spirit  (is)  incomparable,1  first,  steeped  in  love. 
Joyful,2  far  from  nature,  though  in  thought  penetrating  all. 


Only  the  name  of  Earn  is  beautiful.     Utter  (the  name)  consisting  of  the  essence  of  nectar ! 

By  the  remembrance  of  which3  there  is  no  burning4  (in  the  heart),  neither  fear  of  birth,  the 

trouble  of  old  age  (and)  death. 
(2).  (If)  thou  desirest  the  discomfiture 5  of  Tama  and  the  others,  (know)  :  fame  (and)  welfare  (are  to) 

the  doer  of  meritorious  works. 
In  the  present,  past  and  future  time  he  is  equally  continuing,6  he  is  extremely  propitious  and 

tender. 
(3).  Greediness  and  the  other  (vices),  looking  upon  another's  wife  (and)  what  (is)  twofold  conduct 

(  =  duality). 
Having  given  up  all  bad  works  flee  to  the  asylum  of  the  discus-holder,  0  foolish  one ! 
(4).  Devotion  to  Hari  (must  be)  (in  one's)  heart  only;  what  is  the  use  of  works  (and)  words?  of 

Tog,  of  sacrifice,  of  alms  and  austerity  ? 
(5).  Mutter:   "Govind,  Govind,"  0  man!  this  is  the  step  to  every  perfection. 

Jaidev  (says) :  the  coming7  of  that  (man)  is  fruitful,8  all  (his)  regeneration  is  gone. 

Of  Ramanand  also,  who  lived  towards  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  or  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  one  piece  only  is  contained  in  the  Granth.     It  is  found  in  the  Bag  Basant  and  runs  thus : 

ST?  TTTEfrt  %  Wfij  *5T3T  H3T  II  ^3T  f^5  7>  ^  VfTi  g\\l&  ifa  II  3TTT&  II 

^?  "fe^T  m>  3^  "f  %  ii  urfa  g^?s  g»n  wj  *rafa  » 
iffTT^  ^rcft  ^m  'STfg  ii  ^  Tjrnr  "ET3Tfs"&  ara  *r<^  wlrr «  q 

W  ^T^bt  3TT  tT35  WT7>  II  3  Vfo  3ftr#  tj  *?3  JWT*  II 

^z  vrars  *T3  $¥  ^fs  ii  Ihn  3#  ^TeW  y&  Fhn  *  ufs  11 1 

J{f3  3T3  H  ^feUT^  37  II  f^fc  *R*5  ftfST55  ^[H  Tit  *TC  II 

frtS*:  wwt  3»re  "sjvm  ii  are  srr  wept  srrt  ?fe  sre*r  11  3 


Where  shall  it  be  gone,  Sir?  colour  is  applied  to  (my)  house  (=  body). 
My  reasoning  faculty  does  not  move,  my  mind  has  become  lame. 

1  All  the  MSS.  read  :  *T7>fu>T,  but  there  must  be  some  mistake  or  another  in  this  word ;  very  likely  it 
is  miswritten  for:  »if?rfVjf  (Sansk.  ^I«nTO>  u  changing  with  o,  and  a  with  i,  as  in  many  other  instances). 

2  VcPTC  W5,  being  excessive  joy  ;  ~&3  is  shortened  from  *fff. 

3  tT  must  here   (as  in  v.  3)  be  separated  from  JT*T3^T;   it  is  the  Prakrit  relative  neuter  y{,  but  the 
Anusvara  is  very  frequently  not  written  in  the  Granth. 

4  -trtfe,  instead  of  ^^f3,  from  the  Sansk.  root  ^,  ^«f|f?T,  intransitively  used  here. 

5  WT^CT.  discomfiture  =  Sansk.  TR^*!^,  v  beiug  frequently  exchanged  for  the  semi-vowel  y. 

6  *TOfEpif  (sam-abya)  =  Sansk.  ^TJ  and  ^I^rif,  in  later  Hindu!  ^%. 

"  WltST©  (  =  *HTfS*HT) »  the  participle  past  used  as  a  substantive:  the  coming. 

8  *rfZ=  Sansk.  ~mz,  blown,  budded  (like  a  flower)  =  fruitful,  bearing  its  fruit.     It  is  an  idiomatic 
expression:  "  the  destiny  of  a  man  buds,"  i.e.  it  comes  to  its  fulfilment. 
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(1).  One  day  excessive  joy  has  sprung  up  (in  my)  mind, 

Having  rubbed  very  fragrant  sandal-perfume '  (on  my  body). 

The  Brahm,  (which)  I  go2  to  ■worship,3 

That  Brahm  was  shown  (to  me)  by  the*Guru  (as  being)  in  (my)  very  mind. 

(2).  Where  one  goes,4  there  (in)  water  (and)  stone 

Thou  art  remaining  brimful,  being  contained  in  all. 

All  the  Yedas  (and)  Puranas  I  have  searched  through.5 

One  should  go  there,  if  he  is  not  here,  (they  say). 

(3).  0  true  Guru,  I  am  thy  sacrifice, 

By  whom  all  my  restless "  errors  were  cut  off. 

The  Lord  of  Ramanand,  Brahm,  is  sporting  (in  all). 

The  word  of  the  Guru  cuts  off  crores  of  works. 

The  idiom  of  Ramanand  is  already  that  of  the  old  Hindul  and  in  no  particular  differing  from  the  style 
of  Kablr  and  his  co-disciples,  who  in  their  numerous  writings  have  delivered  to  us  the  language 
spoken  in  those  days  in  the  valley  of  the  Ganges. 

Kanak  and  his  successors  in  the  Guruship  were  all  Panjabls,  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  their 
idiom  does  not  differ  so  much  from  the  Hindul  of  those  days  in  a  grammatical  point  of  view,  as  the 
modern  PanjabI  does  from  the  Hindi.7  But  we  must  not  rashly  conclude  from  this  fact,  that  the 
Panjabi  of  those  days  was  essentially  the  same  as  the  Hindul,  and  that  the  peculiar  grammatical 
forms  of  the  PanjabI  were  developed  in  a  later  period,  for  such  an  assumption  is  disproved  by  the 
old  Janam-Sakhl  of  Baba,  Nanak,  which  is  written  in  the  regular  PanjabI,  a  dialect  which  differs 
considerably  from  the  Hindul,  as  it  uses  pronominal  suffixes  and  other  grammatical  forms,  which 
are  quite  unknown  in  Hindul  and  only  to  be  found  in  the  cognate  SindhI,  to  which  it  approaches 
far  more  than  to  the  Hindul.  It  is  therefore  almost  certain,  that  Jfanak  and  his  successors  employed 
in  their  writings  purposely  the  Hindul  idiom,  following  the  example  of  Kablr  and  the  other  Bhagats, 
who  had  raised  the  Hindul  to  a  kind  of  standard  for  religious  compositions,  and  by  employing  which 
they  could   make   themselves   understood   to   nearly  all   the  devotees   of  India,   whereas  the  proper 

1  ^WTT  (or  5^57))  a  perfume,  made  of  sandal-wood,  therefore  generally!  \3^.A  U*KT- 

2  xJlWT,  m'st  person  of  the  present  tense:  I  go  or  use  to  go ;  the  older  form  of  the  verb  is  rsiwcM>  later 
tJWcM. 

8  "VI t|A  MO*T  TlflJ-  ilfk  is  an  old  Hindu!  Dative-postfix  (shortened  from  T?Ttf'T)>  identical  with  the 
modern  ff^  or  <TT\- 

*  *HllTIW>  the  old  Prakrit  passive,  which  is  still  in  frequent  use  in  the  old  Hindul. 

5  ^rfff  >  participle  past  conjunctive  of  T|fyc\r  (Hindi  5fY^«n),  to  look  out  for. 

6  fy<^46>  Sansk.  f^eljtjfj  in  Hindul  fk|o^46  has  the  sense  of  "uneasy,  restless"  (not  of  "imperfect, 
deficient,"  as  in  Sanskrit). 

7  In  order  to  prevent  any  mistake  as  to  the  nomenclature,  we  add  here,  that  we  understand  by  the  old 
Hindm  the  idiom  of  the  old  Bhagats,  such  as  Kablr  and  his  contemporaries ;  by  Hindul  the  later  Hindul  of  the 
times  of  Govind  Singh  and  thereabout,  as  this  idiom  differs  already  in  many  essential  points  from  the  old 
Hindul.  By  Hindi  we  mean  the  modern  idiom  since  the  beginning  of  our  century  and  as  spoken  at  present. 
There  is  of  course  no  essential  difference  between  Hindm  and  Hindi  as  regards  the  signification  of  the  two 
adjectives,  "hindui"  being  derived  from  " hindm,"  a  Hindu,  and  "hindi"  from  the  Arabic  noun  "hind," 
India,  but  the  two  adjectives  are  very  convenient  to  designate  different  periods  of  the  development  of  the 
language  of  the  Hindus  in  Hindustan  proper.  Where  we  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  distinguish  between  the 
older  and  later  Hindul,  we  comprehend  the  language  of  both  periods  under  the  general  term  Hindui,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  the  modern  Hindi. 
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Panjabi  was  only  intelligible  to  the  people  of  the  Panjab.  The  idiom  of  the  Sikh  Gurus  however 
is  not  the  pure  Hindui,  but  a  sort  of  mixture  of  both  dialects,  as  they  frequently  introduce  pro- 
vincialisms, which  give  a  peculiar  colouring  to  their  diction,  but  at  the  same  time  bring  it  nearer 
home  to  the  understanding  of  their  countrymen.  The  Granth  of  Govind  Singh  is  composed  in  pure 
Hindui,  as  he  received  his  early  education  in  Hindustan,  but  it  has  thereby  become  nearly  unintelligible 
to  the  Sikhs  of  the  Panjab,  to  whom  it  must  be  translated,  if  anything  is  to  be  explained  to  them 
from  it. 

It  would  exceed  the  limits  of  these  remarks,  were  we  to  enter  more  fully  into  the  peculiarities 
of  the  idiom  of  the  Granth,  which  can  only  be  treated  in  a  grammatical  analysis  of  the  same.  A  few 
hints,  which  in  a  great  measure  also  refer  to  the  old  Hindui,  may  suffice  here.  The  general  impression, 
which  we  receive  from  the  study  of  the  Granth,  is,  that  the  grammatical  forms  of  the  language  are  not 
yet  firmly  fixed,  but  are  rather  in  a  state  of  transition,  the  genius  of  the  language  apparently  endeavour- 
ing to  build  up  a  new  structure  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  Prakrit,  which  had  gone  to  pieces.  We  find 
therefore  a  number  of  forms  promiscuously  employed,  as  usage  had  not  yet  decided  for  a  few  select 
ones.  This  i3  manifest  not  only  in  the  inflexion  of  the  nouns,  for  which  a  new  way  had  to  be 
found  out,  the  old  Prakrit  terminations  having  almost  totally  been  lost  in  the  progress  of  time, 
but  also  in  that  of  the  verbs. 

As  regards  the  declensional  process  of  the  nouns,  most  of  them  have  still  a  vocalic  termination 
(w,  d,  i),  which  is  very  closely  to  be  attended  to,  as  the  right  understanding  of  a  sentence  frequently 
depends  on  the  vocalic  termination  of  the  noun  or  nouns.  In  later  MSS.  the  final  vowels  are 
frequently  dropped,  as  the  copyists  had  no  longer  a  right  understanding  of  their  grammatical  relation, 
or  carelessly  exchanged,  so  that  a  sentence  becomes  easily  confused  thereby.  This  is  especially  the 
case  with  the  Locative  singular,  whioh  ends  in  i  (if  the  noun  in  the  Nominative  terminate  in  u),  and 
the  Ablative  singular,  which  may  likewise  end  in  i  (in  the  modern  Panjabi  in  l),  where  the  final  vowel 
in  inferior  copies  is  not  seldom  either  dropped  altogether  or  confounded  with  "  u"  which  represents 
the  Nominative.  The  Nominative  plural  is  variously  formed  and  in  like  manner  the  Formative 
singular  and  plural,  the  details  of  which  we  must  forego  here. 

The  case-affixes  and  postpositions1  are  manifold,  as  may  be  expected  at  the  time  of  the  recon- 
struction of  a  shattered  language.  In  the  Genitive  we  find  the  affixes  ftr  hi  and  Jlff^T  asi,  which 
are  peculiar  to  the  old  Hindui,  and  the  infleoted  affixes  5T  M,  Zt3\  kerti,  ^Jf  od,  y{T  ja,  "3\  ra  (also 
jff  r«)>  the  Panjabi  ^"f  da,  and  even  the  SindhI  +j<i  sanda.  In  the  Dative  the  postpositions  ZfQ  kau, 
a{  Jco,  5  ku  {hu),  oJTJ  hahu,  3TT  hah,  ^  hai,2  ?f  Me  (as  in  SindhI),  eJTfS  thai,  b)fft>  thani,  %  thai; 
special  Panjabi  forms  are  ?$%  nau,  5  nu  (nu),  7i  no;  the  Genitive  oase-affix  fvT  hi  is,  as  in 
Prakrit,  also  used  for  the  Dative,  and  peouliar  to  the  old  Hindui.  The  Accusative  is  either  identical 
with  the  Nominative  or  expressed  by  the  Dative  case-signs.  In  the  Ablative  we  find  the  affixes 
ttr  hi,  TT  hu,  TT  hu,  "%  6,  »K  au,  fjj  i,  ^  i,  and  the  postpositions  fofJH'T  Halm,  ^  du,  M1<^0  thavahu, 
3f  tho  (=tha),  %  tai,  JJ  so  (=s§),  etc.      In  the  Locative  singular  we  meet  with  the  affix  *',  in  the 

1  Case-affixes  we  call  those  remnants  of  the  old  Prakrit  case-terminations,  which  are  still  usually  con- 
nected with  the  noun  itself;  postpositions  we  call  those  adverbial  nouns,  which  arc  now  employed  to  make  up 
for  the  cases  and  which  are  still  written  separately.  To  the  affixes  we  must  also  add  SJJ  *«  a°d  its  deriva- 
tives, though  they  are  now  always  written  as  separate  words,  as  they  are  originally  an  affix  (Sansk.  ^i)  and 
inflected  (for  they  turn  the  noun,  which  they  follow,  properly  into  an  adjective).  Under  "  case-signs"  we  com- 
prehend both  affixes  and  postpositions. 

2  That  the  Hindi  and  Hindustani  ke  (^  ^J>)  is  really  a  Dative-postposition,  is  sufficiently  home  out  by  the 
Hindui  i  some  disputed  points  in  Hindustani  grammar  are  to  be  settled  accordingly,  irrespectively  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Maulavis,  who  have  no  idea  of  the  old  Hindu!. 
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Locative  plural  with  the  affix  l  (now  pronounced  !),  or  the  Locative  is  expressed  hy  means  of 
postpositions,  as:  f^  mai,  *nt\T  mahi,  f%fe  vici,  etc.  The  Instrumental  is  generally  expressed  by 
the  Formative  (without  a  case-sign)  or  by  the  affix  "i,"  which  outwardly  coincides  with  the  Ablative. 
But  the  postpositions  and  the  case-signs  generally  are  as  yet  very  sparingly  used,  the  noun  is  usually 
put  in  the  Formative,  and  the  reader  has  to  find  out  for  himself  its  grammatical  connexion ;  in  many 
sentences  not  a  single  case-sign  is  to  be  met  with,  so  that  the  translation  can  only  be  made  according  to 
conjecture.     This  unsettled  state  of  the  language  often  occasions  very  great  perplexities. 

The  verb  is  as  yet  very  little  developed.  Generally  three  tenRes  only  are  in  use :  the  Present 
(in  the  later  Hindu!  the  Present  indefinite  and  in  Hindi  the  Subjunctive),1  the  Preterite,  and  the 
Future.  Of  the  Imperfect  I  have  found  only  a  few  curious  forms;  the  Perfect  and  Pluperfect, 
which  very  seldom  occur,  are  compound  tenses. 

The  Present  tense  offers  a  great  variety  of  personal  terminations,  many  of  which  coincide,  the 
Anusvara  being  generally  dropped  in  the  writing  of  the  Granth,  so  that  the  person  can  in  many 
instances  only  be  found  out  by  the  context.  The  Future  offers  two  forms,  one  of  which  is  made  up 
by  the  terminations  *TT,  ^f^T,  *ft,  etc.,  corresponding  to  the  Prakrit  terminations  Wlf'T.  Wfa,  Wf^> 
etc.,  and  the  other  of  which  is  a  compound  tense,  as  now  used  in  Hindi  and  Hindustani  (see  my 
SindhI  Grammar,  p.  291,  annotation). 

The  Preterite  is  made  up  either  by  means  of  the  participle  past  alone  or  by  personal  termina- 
tions added  to  it  (as  in  SindhI). 

There  is  still  a  regular  passive  voice  for  the  Present,  Imperative,  Future,  and  partly  also  for 
the  Preterite,  which  has  been  lost  already  (with  a  few  exceptions)  in  the  later  Hindul,  which  shows 
the  first  attempts  to  make  up  for  it  by  having  recourse  to  a  composition. 

There  is  not  only  a  participle  present  active,  formed  by  the  terminations  "  anto,"  "ant,"  " atu," 
"at,"  "ta"  or  "da,"  but  also  a  participle  present  passive,  formed  by  the  termination  "talu," 
"  Ut."  The  participle  past  offers  still  the  older  form  "  is, "  (id  iau) ;  many  are  also  directly  taken 
over  from  the  Prakrit  without  any  further  assimilation.  •  To  this  must  be  added,  that  pronominal 
suffixes  are  not  unfrequently  connected  with  the  verb,  especially  in  the  Preterite,  more  rarely  so  with 
the  noun.  In  SindhI  this  is  still  very  common  and  quite  a  peculiar  feature  of  this  idiom,  but  in 
the  later  Hindul  only  a  few  traces  of  it  are  to  be  met  with,  and  in  Hindi  and  Hindustani  it  is 
altogether  unknown. 

From  these  few  remarks  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  idiom  of  the  Granth  is  well  worth  a  closer 
investigation,  as  we  shall  thereby  get  a  clearer  insight  into  the  formation  of  the  modern  North-Indian 
vernaculars,  the  peculiarities  of  which  cannot  be  fully  laid  open  without  going  back  to  the  source 
from  which  they  have  sprung,  and  which  has  fortunately  been  preserved  to  us  in  the  Granth. 

The  whole  Granth  is  written  in  verses,  as  the  Hindus  have  very  little  taste  for  prose-compositions. 
The  artificial  measures  of  Sanskrit  poetry  are  all  discarded ;  the  metres  that  are  used  in  the  Granth, 
are  either  old  Prakrit  metres  or  later  inventions,  perhaps  of  the  poets  themselves.  There  are 
two  leading  principles  in  Hindul  poetry,  viz. :  the  verses  are  measured  by  quantity  only,  i.e.  by  the 

1  This  mood  (though  originally  the  Present  tense)  is  in  our  modern  Hindi  and  Hindustani  grammars 
generally  called  the  Aorist,  which  is  quite  an  inappropriate  appellation.  In  native  Hindustani  grammars  it  is 
designated  by  c  ili»,  as  it  in  some  way  corresponds  to  the  Arabic  SjLm,  which  De  Sacy  translated  by 
Aorist.  Thence  it  was  applied  also  to  the  Hindi  and  Hindustani.  But  it  was  quite  lost  sight  of  that  the 
technical  terms  of  Arabic  grammar  cannot  be  properly  applied  to  the  Hindustani  verb,  which  in  its  conjuga- 
tion is  totally  different  from  the  Arabic  verb  ;  and  if  the  Maulavis  term  this  tense  or  rather  mood  (as  it  is 
now)  c.LiX,  the  Arabic  not  offering  a  more  suitable  appellation,  we  at  any  rate  must  not  render  it  by 
"Aorist,"  as  this  term  conveys  a  different  meaning  altogether. 
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the  number  of  moras  (not  by  number  of  syllables  or  fixed  feet),  and  they  must  rhyme  together;  the 
metres  are  therefore  all  so-called  matra  chandas  (regulated  by  quantity),  as  they  are  intended  for 
singing1  or  a  rhythmical  recitation.  The  greatest  attention  is  paid  to  the  rhyme,  as  in  our  modern 
poetry;  and  if  the  poet  cannot  command  it  readily,  the  last  word  is  tortured  into  it  and  thereby 
frequently  so  disfigured,  that  its  original  form  is  hardly  recognisable. 

It  cannot  be  our  object  here  to  give  a  full  description  of  all  the  metres  employed  in  the  Granth, 
as  this  would  carry  us  beyond  the  limits  of  a  preliminary  discourse ;  we  must  content  ourselves  with 
laying  down  here  the  general  rules  and  giving  a  survey  of  the  most  common  metres,  which  will  enable 
the  student  to  find  out  by  scanning  those  fancy  metres  of  some  poets,  to  which  no  name  has  been 
given  in  the  Granth,  as  very  likely  no  name  was  known  for  them,  whereas  the  usual  metres  are 
always  indicated  by  their  appropriate  names.  The  Sikhs  themselves  seem  now  to  have  lost  all 
knowledge  of  the  metrical  laws  of  the  Granth,  for  I  never  met  a  person  who  could  give  me  the 
least  clue  to  them,  and  the  learned  Brahmans  disdain  to  read  the  Granth. 

The  length  of  the  syllables  is  determined  by  allotting  to  a  short  syllable  one  matra,  or  kala, 
i.e.  mora,  and  to  a  long  syllable  two  matras.  A  syllable  is  long  either  by  nature  (as  a,  i,  u,  e,  5, 
ai,  au)  or  by  position  (when  a  naturally  short  vowel  is  followed  either  by  a  double  or  a  conjunct 
consonant);  but  if  the  second  part  of  a  conjunct  consonant  be  a  semi- vowel,  a  Tc,  p,  b  or  h,  the  pre- 
ceding vowel  may  remain  short,  if  the  metre  requires  it.  On  the  other  hand,  a  single  consonant 
may  be  doubled,  in  order  to  gain  a  long  syllable;  this  is  especially  the  case,  if  it  be  originally 
doubled  in  Prakrit ;  for  instance  f^JT  tisu  may  also  be  pronounced  tissu  (Prakrit  f<fW)-  To  this  cir- 
cumstance especial  attention  must  be  paid,  as  the  doubling  of  a  consonant  is  never  indicated  in. 
the  writing  of  the  Granth,  not  even  in  such  cases  where  in  common  pronunciation  it  is  still  doubled. 

A  diphthong  may  again  be  severed  into  two  short  syllables,  as  ai  =  a-i,  au  =  a-u,  wherever 
required  by  the  metre.  A  naturally  long  vowel  may  be  pronounced  short ;  this  is  especially  the 
case  with  e  and  6,  which  may  be  considered  as  anceps,  as  in  Prakrit ;  even  the  diphthongs  ai  and  au 
may  be  rendered  short  under  the  pressure  of  the  metre.  On  the  other  hand,  the  poets  take  the 
liberty  of  lengthening  a  short  vowel,  whenever  necessary  for  the  sake  of  the  metre,  not  only  at 
the  end  of  a  verse  or  hemistich,  but  also  in  the  midst  of  a  verse,  though  this  is  comparatively 
seldom  the  case.  Two  vowels  may  be  contracted  into  one,  especially  *  with  a  following  vowel,  i 
being  changed  in  this  case  into  the  semi- vowel  y,  as  iu  =  yu ;  even  a  short  and  a  long  vowel  may 
be  contracted,  as  ai  to  ai  (short  or  long,  as  the  metre  may  require  it). 

Another  point,  which  must  well  be  attended  to,  is,  that  the  pronunciation  of  the  Hindul  differs 
greatly  in  poetry  from  that  usual  in  prose.  In  prose  the  consonants  are  now  frequently  mute,  and 
so  always  a  final  consonant  containing  short  a;  but  in  scanning  a  verse,  no  vowel  is,  as  a  rule,  to 
be  passed  over;  even  a  conjunct  consonant  must  now  and  then  be  separated  into  its  constituent 
parts  (by  the  insertion  of  i  or  a),  in  order  to  gain  the  necessary  number  of  matras. 

1.— THE  DOHA  (or  DOHRA)2  AND   SORATTHA. 

The  Dohra,  which  is  comparatively  little  used  in  the  Granth,  is  a  distich,  the  two  verses  of 
which  rhyme  at  the  end.  Each  verse  consists  of  twenty-four  matras,  which  are  distributed  into 
feet  CRf)  of  6  +  4  +  3  and  6  +  4  +  1  matras  respectively,  there  being  a  caesura  at  the  end  of  every 

1  In  the  Granth  the  key-note  (Ufg)  is  therefore  generally  added,  as  the  verses  of  the  Granth  are  still 
sung  in  the  public  worship  of  the  Sikhs,  especially  in  the  Har-mandar  at  Amritsar,  accompanied  by  stringed 
musical  instruments. 

2  Sanskrit  f^q«||,  Prakrit  ^tfT;  dohara  (usually  now  pronounced  dohra)  is  the  diminutive  of  it.  The 
Doha  is  an  old  Prakrit  metre,  as  it  is  already  found  in  Kalidasa's  VikramorvasI  (edited  by  Bollensen, 
St.  Petersburg,  1846),  p.  55  and  p.  373. 
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first  hemistich.  The  syllables  of  a  whole  Dohra  may  therefore  be  from  forty-eight  short  ones  to 
twenty-three  long  and  two  short  ones,  the  final  matra'  of  each  verse  being  always  short.  We 
subjoin  here  two  Dohras  of  Teg-bahadur  (Transl.  p.  708),  in  order  to  show  their  scansion. 

TO  ^ifaG1     Hr7>      "Mil       STf    75  U3  "©VTfS  II 

bala  chutkio  |  bandana  |  pare  ||  kachu  na  ho|ta    upa|i  || 

77   TXTzt  nrz  -%z  xjfs  anr  frirG;  £rcr    *joifa  11 

kahu  nanaka  |  aba     6|ta    hari  ||  gaja     jiu    ho|hu    saha|i  ||  v.  53. 

tffir  wr    *rf3  3ffT  3i^  sr#  35  P>yfoG  *rrw  11 

sangi  sakha  |  sabhi    taji  |  gae  ||  kou   na     nib|hyo    sa|tha  || 

SRT     75T7J?    fej  f%TUt3    ^       %Z    W!      3W      7JTW  11 

kahu  nanaka  |  iha     bipa | ti    mai  ||  teka   eka  |  raghu  na|tha  ||  v.  54. 

The  Sorattha  is  the  reverse  of  the  Dohra,  the  smaller  half  preceding  the  longer  one ;  it  is  very 
seldom  met  with  in  the  Granth. 

2.— THE  DUPADA.1 

The  Dupada  is  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  the  Granth ;  it  consists  usually  of  a  distich  of 
two  verses,  which  rhyme  at  the  end,  each  verse  containing  thirty-four  matras,  and  being  divided 
by  a  caesura  into  two  equal  hemistichs.  The  verse  is  distributed  into  feet  of2x  6  +  4  +  5  +  2  Kalas, 
the  last  syllable  always  being  long.  We  subjoin  an  example  taken  from  Eag  Gauri,  Mah.  V.,  Sabd  115,  2 
(Transl.  p.  291) : 

^?rr  ?5tw  »x?rnr  zrzsi    ^    tttttj  *fte  fvnrr  Hftrefton  n 

dlna  na  |tha  ana|tha  karuna  |  mai  ||  sajana   rm|ta     pita   |   mahitari[a  ||       17  +■  17  =  34  "K. 

^335    !7TO     ftra%    3Tftr   3ST357T      f   ^T3TH      $3   Vlft  OddlttfT  II 

earana  kavala  |  hirdai  |  gahi  nana|ka  ||  bhai  sagara  |  santa  pa|ri    utar!|a  ||  17  +  17  =  34  K. 

68  K. 
The  Dupada  presents  many  varieties.  One  kind  consists  of  only  one  verse,  the  two  hemistichs  of 
which  rhyme  together,  and  are  also  written  as  separate  verses  and  counted  as  such.  In  this  case 
the  verse  is  scanned  by  6  +  4  +  5  +  2  ||  6+4  +  4  +  2  =  33  Kalas,  or  by  6  +  4  +  3  +  2  ||  6+4  +  4 
+  2  =  31  Kalas,  the  last  syllable  always  being  long.  Now  and  then  we  meet  with  Dupadas,  which 
alternately  contain  34,  33  and  31  Kalas.  Usually  a  Eahau  also  is  added,  scanned  in  the  same 
way,  but  counted  as  a  separate  verse.  We  subjoin  here  an  example,  taken  from  Eag  Gaurl,  Mah.  V., 
Sabd  114  (Transl.  p.  291): 

3T*T    ?    TO    ¥3*    3TCV  II  3T$  f^T    35  fwrQ  ZT&  II  3UT@  II 

rama  ko  ba|lu  pura|na  bha|I   ||  tate   britha  |  na  bia|pai    ka|I  || 
6 +  4 +  3  + 2  ||  6  +  4 +  4  +  2=  15  +  16=  31  K. 

1  Sanskrit  fd'q2"T.     Colebrooke,  Miscellaneous  Essays,  ed.  Cowell,  vol.  ii.  p.  85,  note  1,  states,  that  the 
Dwipadika  has  in  each  verse  twenty-eight  matras ;  but  such  a  metre  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Granth. 
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£  %  1^5%  OT  Trfo  urcft  n  *  *  sra3T  wfrfU  sraTFt  II  <\ 

jv5  jo   uita|vai  dl|su   ban    ma|I  ||  so   so   kar|ta     a|pi      kara|I  || 
6  +  4  +  5  +  2  ||  6  +  4  +  4  +  2=  17 +  16  =  33  K. 

fjfer    sft      l{3    Tjfe  3T5T^  II  *T7??  tfH    3^  fJT33f  3ITSV  II  ^ 

nindaka  kt  |  prabha  pati  |  gavi|T  ||  nanaka  hari  |  guna  nir|bhau    ga|I  || 
6  +  4+3  +  2  ||  6  +  4  +  4  +  2=15 +16  =  31  K. 

3.— THE  TIPADA  (or  TKIPADA). 

The  Tipada  is  essentially  the  same  as  the  Dupada.  It  consists,  as  a  rule,  of  a  stanza  of  three 
distichs,  to  which  generally  a  Eahau  is  added ;  the  rhyme  generally  varies  in  every  distich.  There 
is  a  considerable  variety  in  the  scansion,  some  distichs  being  scanned  by  6  +  5  +  4  +  2  and  6  +  5 
+  4  +  2  =  17  +  17  or  34  Kalas,  others  by  6  +  5  +  4  +  1  and  6  +  5  +  4  +  1  =  16  +  16  or  32  Kalas, 
the  last  syllable  in  this  case  being  short.  We  subjoin  a  Tipada  of  Kabir,  taken  from  Eag  Gauri, 
Kabir  19  (Transl.  p.  464) : 

$5?;   firf  VtM  7*ft  3fe  II  V&     ^   TPJ  **Wt  ^  »tf*5  in 

kancana  syu      pi (Tal    na|hl   to|lI  ||  manu   de  ra|mu     lla  |  hai  mo|li  || 

16+  16  =  32K. 

W^t  »*ft    TPf  IfVf^T   Tfij   TTTfTWT  II  *nifrT  *?3Tf2  ^TT    *^  WtJWTT  II  HUTf  II 

aba   mohl  rl|mu   apunl.  |  kari     jan|ya    ||      sahaji    subhaji   mera  |  manu    man|ya  || 

17  +  17  =  34  K. 

tjj^    srfw    srfw  wo  7j  \nfsnn  11  tr  33rf3     ^%    *rfa  wnfswT  11  *. 

brahamal  kathi  |  kathi  antu  |  na       pai|a     ||  rama  bhagati  |  baithe   gha|ri       ai|a  || 

17  +  17  =  34  K. 

S7TT   sraft     3^*5    *tf5  fWiaft  II  WZ&    "31*1    33Tt3    "forT  STaft  II  ? 

kahu  kabira  |  cancala  ma|ti     tia | gi    ||    kevala  ra|ma  bhagati  |  nija  bha|gi  || 

17+  17  =  34E. 


4.— THE   CATJPADA. 

The  Caupada  is  in  very  frequent  use  in  Hindu!  poetry,  the  greatest  part  of  the  Granth  being 
composed  in  this  metre.  In  the  Ra.ma.yan  of  Tulsi-das  the  Caupada  is  usually  a  stanza  of  four 
tetrastichs,  each  of  which  consists  of  two  distichs,  the  two  verses  of  each  distich  again  always 
rhyming  at  the  end.  Each  verse  contains  sixteen  matras,  the  distich  therefore  thirty-two.  There 
is  a  caesura  in  each  verse  after  the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  or  tenth  mora ;  the  last  syllable 
of  a  verse  is  generally  long,  but  it  may  be  also  short.1  We  subjoin  here  a  tetrastich  from  Tulsi-das 
(Hindul  edition  of  Tulsi-das  Eamayan,  Medical  Hall  Press,  Benares,  1 869),  p.  329,  last  Caupai : 

1  Colebrooke  states,  I.  c.  p.  85,  that  each  verse  (i.e.  distich)  contains  thirty  moments  (seven  times  4  +  2) 
and  terminated  by  a  long  syllable.  This  is  wrong,  as  shown  by  the  example  quoted  from  Tulsi-das,  the 
Ramayan  of  whom  he  seems  not  to  have  examined  himself. 
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aye  bharata  |  sanga  saba  loga  ||  krisatanu  srl  raghu  |  bira     biy5ga  || 

|^  +  16  =  32K. 

<Nm^«t     ^Rre     ^f«T  mt*ps  n  t^     "^    "ti  *rfr     *i3  ^Fr^B  u 

bamadeva  basishtha  |  muni  nayaka  [|  dekhe  prabhu  mahi  dhari  |  dhanu  sayaka  )| 

16  +  16  =  32  K. 

V  # 

In  the  Granth  also  the  Caupada,  consists,  as  a  rule,  of  four  tetrastichs,  each  containing  two  distichs 
of  thirty-two  matras  severally,  one  or  two  Rahaus,  consisting  of  one  distich,  being  usually  added 
to  the  stanza.     "We  subjoin  an  example  taken  from  Rag  Gaurl,  Mah.  III.,  1  (Transl.  p.  222) : 

3Tfe  f*rf*5>t  Ufa  3&5T  ^  II  *HUl"  %f?5  f*TC5T%  *sY  II 

guri     miliai  |  hari  mela    hoi  ||     ape     meli  |  milavai     sol  ||  16  +  16. 

^bt    i{f     *ra  fsft  »n^  ttt§  h   tr»I    5^    *raft  tjst^  11  <\ 

v     —  w  w  v  w  w  w  —        V  — ■  —  -j       w  —  -  —  — '  w  w  ,,        —  ~ 

mera  prabhu  sabha  bidhi  |   ape     janai  |]  hukanie  mele  |  sabdi  pachanai  ||  16  +  16. 

*rf3  3ra     ?    3f£      fH      3#  TTTfS  II  f    3T%   TO     Ht3T  *Wfe  II  3UTf  II 

sati   gura  kai  bhai  |  bhramu  bhau     jai  ||  bhai  rajai  saca  |  rangi    samai  ||  16  +  16. 

3Tfo  f*Tfe»&  Uf3  *rf?5   ^  ^3Tflt  II  *faT     VJTf      3T3T    sftafH  ??tft  irrfs  II 

guri     miliai  |  hari    mani  vasai  subhai  ||  mera  prabhu  bhara.  |  klmati     nahl     pai  ||  16  +  16. 

*rafe  44mo    wfe  25  ^idi^id  ii  »foT    'iff     "srtr^     "*im devoid  n  **. 

sabdi    Balahai  ]  antu  na  paravaru   ||   mera,  prabhu  bakhse  |  bakhsanaharu  |[  16  +  16  K. 

But  there  are  also  many .  Caupadas  in  the  Granth  consisting  only  of  one  distich  and  a  half  or  even 
of  one  distich  with  one  or  two  Rahaus  added.  In  this  case  all  the  three  verses  of  the  tetrastich 
must  have  the  same  rhyme.     E.g.  Rag  Gaurl,  Mah.  V.,  I.  (Transl.  p.  246) : 

t525  f^Tfa  3T55      ^3    5foT  ~3V£t  II  f*&  VT^fi1   ^ft  TT*T   *fvJnH  II  3UT#  II 

kina  bidhi  kusala  |  hotu  mera   bhai   ||     kyu       paiai  |    hari  rama     sahai  ||  16  +  16  K. 

v       v       V  V  WW  V    —  v  w  — w —  —  vW  **  V       w  •—  WW  —  w  — 

kusala  na   grihi  |  men   sabha     maia    ||     vice   mandara  |  sundara    chaia  ||  16  +  16  K. 

■Jf%   WTWfe    t[7W  3T^Tft«fT  II  ^ 

jfhuthe  lalaci  |  janamu      gavaia  ||  16  K. 
Example  of  a  tetrastich  consisting  only  of  one  distich,  Rag  Gauri,  Mah.  V.,  XXIX.  (Transl.  p.  261) : 

^  naifeG  ^  JtrvPTT  11  ^  3fir  il^s     f3*  f*r#  htj    bhtjt  ii  q 

— s  y— y—  •-—  v      y      —  _v  w    y  —     w        w  ww  w  ww  v  v  v      — 

j|o      paraio    |    sol      apana  ||    jo    taji   chodana  |  tisu     syu  manu     racana  ||  16  + 16  K. 

5.— THE  PANJPADA. 

The  PanjpadS,  oocurs  but  rarely  in  the  Granth.  It  consists  commonly  of  five  distichs,  each 
of  which  has  its  own  rhyme ;  one  or  two  Rahaus  may  be  added  to  them.  Occasionally  the  stanza 
contains  also  six  distichs  with  one  or  two  Rahaus  in  addition.  There  is  a  great  variety  of  the 
Panjfpada,  as  nearly  every  distich  differs  from  the  other  in  the  number  of  the  matras ;   the  distichs 
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are  scanned  by  15  +  15,  16  +  16,  17  +  17,  or  even  20  +  20  Kalas,  there  being  a  caesura  in  every 
verse  after  the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  or  tenth  mora. 

As  examples  may  serve,  Bag  Asa,  Hah.  L,  XXIII.,  a  Panjpada  consisting  of  six  distichs  with 
a  Rahau  after  the  first  distich  (Transl.  p.  503) : 

^T     77q        ^vT     *T3  Srra  II    WJ   3*T    3tHJ    TOTC5  ^ZT3  II  1 

mohu  kutambu  |  mohu  sabha  kara  [|  mohu  tuma  tajahu  |  sagala  vekara  ||  15  +  15  =  30  K. 

*fcr  wr?  W3*     3rni  3*r  "sffa  11  *rw  ^nj  fo%    3%  w^ta  n  amf  u 

mohu  aru  bharamu  |  tajahu  tuma  bira  ||  sacu   namu  ridai  |  ravai   sarlra  ||  16  +  16  =  32  K. 

3TH  TtfWT  %    'tTV'   3V    SRTfo  II  TSTHq    ?t     3?T  ^nfe  VTft"  II  M 

gura    dlkhia      le  |  Japu  tapu   kamahi  ||  namohu  tutai  |  na    thai      pahi  ||  16  +  16  =  32  K. 
Panjpada  of  Kabir,  Rag  Gauri,  XV.  (Transl.  p.  462) : 
frff   tR5  Wf3   yiOPd    5fg#  ifteT  ll  WS      tTJWT    U#     3V  STT  TftTTT  II  «l 

Jyu      Jala  chodi  bahari  |   bhaio      mina  ||  puraba  Janama   hau  |  tapa   ka    hina  ||  17  +  17  =  34  K. 
Panjpada  of  Kabir,  Rag  Gauri,  L.  (Transl.  p.  474)  : 

pevakarai  dina     cari  hai  |  sahurarai  Jana  ||  andha  loku  na   janai  |  murakha  Sana  ||  20  +  20  =  40  K. 

6.— THE   ASTPADI.1 

The  Astpadi,  which  is  very  extensively  employed  in  the  Granth,  is  a  stanza  consisting  usually 
of  eight,  and  occasionally  of  more  distichs,  the  two  verses  of  each  distich  rhyming  together  at  the 
end.  There  are  also  Astpadls,  the  strophes  of  which  consist  of  two  distichs  or  of  three  verses 
severally,  in  which  latter  case  all  the  three  verses  must  have  the  same  end-rhyme.  The  single  verses 
are  scanned  by  26  or  24  moras,  with  a  caesura  after  the  thirteenth  mora,  so  that  a  distich  contains 
either  50  or  48  Kalas.  To  every  Astpadi  one  or  two  Rahaus  may  be  added,  which  are  never 
counted. 

E.g.  Astpadi,  consisting  of  distichs,  Sirl  Rag,  Mah.  III.,  II.  (Transl.  p.  90) : 

n#  ^    sra*r   srt^%      tTO     33    -&fi\  fe*  nnfg  n 

hau   mai   karma   kamavade   |  Jama    dandu   lagai   tina        17    ||  13 -f  13  =  26  K. 
frT  *rf3  WS    ^fe  %  ■&%%  |  Tlf3  %3^  fe^  *5Tfe  II  <=t 

Ji      sati   guru   sevani   se     ubare    |   hari     setl      liva       lli"    |[       13  +  11  =  24  K. 

^  50  K. 

*I75    S     3TH»fftC     7XV[  fwrfg  || 

mana  re   gurmukhi    namu     dhiai    ||  13  K, 

VfZ    M^T    5^t  twftRKT  f3?JT  3p^f3  2rrf*r  TOTlffe  II  OTTf  II 

dhuri  piirabi  kartai     likhia    |    Una     gurmati   nami"     samar  ||  13  +  13  =  26  K. 

f&S  JTfe  iY3  -ws\f3  t;  nn^&  J7rf*[  7>  ■&&  mf  II 

vinu     sati    gura     pratiti     na      aval    |    nam!    na  lago"    bblu  ||  13  +  11  —  24  K. 

*rn^     *n*    7j  vj&R   ^    *rftr  *t%  wnfs  h  ^ 

supanai   sukkhu   na     pavai   |   dukha   mahi   saval   samli   ||  13  +  11=  24  K. 

48  K. 
1  The  CRapai  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Granth,  but  is  much  employed  by  Govind  Singh. 
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AstpadI  consisting  of  two  distichs  severally,  Sin  Rag,  Mah.  V.,  I.,  1  (Transl."  p.  96) : 
tTT  3^  WW5  »>ft3  ^lS       ^Ft  3tg  35  $fe  || 
ja  kau  muskala     ati    banai  |   dl6I    koi    na    del   ||     13  +  11=  24  K. 

wn  $3  **W5T    ma  fa  3fir    w*  « 

lagu  hoe   dusmana   |  saka  bhi  bhajji  khalle  ||  13  +  11=  24  K. 

^      3%   JHTTTT    ^t      Tf   »WT*raT@  II 

sabbb.5  bhajjai   asara,   |  cukai  sabhu    asarau     ||  13  +  11=  24  K. 

fef3  »WT%  •%*    Vlidfcjo^      SjSt   35   33*  ^T©  II 

citi      avai     osu  parbrahamu  |  lagai  na  tatti     vau   ||  13  +  11  =24  K. 

96  K. 

7.— THE  SLOE. 

The  S15k  used  in  the  Granth  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  epic  Sanskrit  Shl5k  consisting 
of  1 6  +  1 6  syllables,  the  word  Slok  being  taken  in  the  Granth  in  the  more  general  sense  of  a  stanza. 
The  Sl5k  of  the  Granth  consists  usually  of  one  distich,  but  also  of  a  triplet,  or  two  or  three  distichs, 
which  rhyme  at  the  end,  there  being  a  caesura  in  each  verse  after  the  twelfth  mora;  the  whole 
verse  is  scanned  by  12  +  10  =  22  moras. 

E.g.  Slok  of  Eabir  I.  (Transl.  p.  671) : 

STsfte   5*Ft  fa*ra??Y  OT35T  fvft  3Tf  II 

kablra  men    simaranl  |  rasna     upari     ramu  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

Wife  tT3TR^  TR3R5    3*13     3T  7     ^     ftHJPT  II 

adi       jugadl    sagala  bhagta  |  ta,   ko   sukhu  bisramu  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

44  K. 
Japjl,  Slok  at  the  end  of  it  (Transl.  p.  13) : 

V^     3Ti   1TT5^  fM3T    W3T  TOfe    WTS  II 

pavanu.  guru    panl      pita  |  mata  dharti  mahatu  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

fe&l  3Tf3  ^fe  ^ts\  ^jfsnn    %§    W[&   WT3  II 

www'  WW  **  «  v  p*       —  —       —  WWW  w       w       w 

divasu     rati      dui      dal  ,       daya,    |   khelai  sagala  jagatu  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

gfiPHTCtofT  -qf3»HTFlTHT    ^T%     ^     TPgfe  II 

cangyala,  buryala,      |    vaiki  dharmu  haduri  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

karami    apo        apnl    |    ke   nerai  ke   duri  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K.  * 

fH7?t  35W  fwrfWT  31%    *Wrf3  ufTfe  II 

jinl    nlmu       dhiala,    |    gae   samakati    ghali  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

35175?    5     W    &ri&     ^  ¥^  '^TfW  II 

•      ninaka  tl   mukha   ujale   |  keti   chuti     nali  ||  12+10  =  22  K. 

132  K. 

Remark.     In  the  Bhog  of  the  Granth  (see  p.  ccxxi)  there  are  some  Sloks   by  Mnak  and  Arjun 
called  Hit/el  M\}*iQ^-    As  they  are  neither  Sanskrit  Shloks  nor  composed  in  the   Shl5ka  metre, 
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the  question  is,  what  is  meant  by  !{&$  ■HO*<f^:fti>  The  easiest  solution  would  be  to  understand 
by  it  the  Sanskriti  metre,  which  is  much  used  in  Prakrit.  In  Prakrit  poetry  the  Sanskriti  is  a 
stanza  consisting  of  four  verses,  which  together  contain  the  number  of  96  moras,  each  verse  averaging 
between  18  and  28  moras.  Very  likely  by  the  word  3TJTfo[3^  a  variation  of  this  metre  is  intended, 
as  those  Sloks  in  the  Granth  do  not  contain  the  same  number  of  moras. 
The  Slok  of  Mah.  I.  is  scanned  by  2x5  +  5  +  4  =  28  Kalas,  as  : 

\rf?  v*T3?  tffwr   -Erri  11  fo&  irfrf*T  -err*     *wre  ii 

pari  pusta|ka   sandhia  |  badam  ||   sila    puja|si  bagula   sa]madham  ||  14  +  14  =  28  K. 

?jfa    -53      fsiftns     *rra  ii  5MT75  f&n&  fwd  11 

mukhi  jhiithu  |  bibhukana  |  saram  ||  traipala  |  tihala    bi|caram  ||  14  +  14  =  28  K. 
The  whole  first  Slok  contains  five  verses  of  this  kind  and  consequently  5  X  28  =  140  Kalas. 

The  Hi)>a(  M\iMQ^\  of  Mah.  V.  are  scanned  in  a  different  way,  as  shown  by  the  first  Slok, 
which  runs  thus : 

ST3g      *TT3T      W&3    fV3T     7^     *rf?S3T   faX-i     TT3TJ  II 

katanca  |  mata  |  katanca  |  pita  ||  katanca  |  banita  |  binoda  |  sutaha  ||  4  +  4  +  4  +  3  =  15\_  qn  tt- 

4  +  4  +  4  +  3  =  15/— *0JS- 

5T3B       fT3      V\3  fo3      "Ef^  HT#B       ^T       T^ET     5  II 

katanca  |  bhrata  |  mita  hi|ta    bandhava  ||  katanca  |  mohu  ku|tamba  te  ||  4  +  3  +  4  +  4  =  15) 0>7  „ 

4 +  4  +  4  =12/- J7  *L- 

?3^      W&     ^fU7^       ftf  Vh&       f3*HT#    3%f3  II 

katanca  |  capala  |  mohani  |  rupam  ||  pekhante  |  tyagam  |  karoti  ||  4  +  3  +  4  +  4  =  15i n*  jr 

4  +  4  +  4=12)-^'  A- 

?fe      flW      dJI^IA    f»HT3*     ?ST7S7       *5*nj       n&3     3?SIT  || 

rahanta  |  sanga  |  bhagvana  |  simaranu  ||  nanaka  |  labdhyam  |  accuta  |  tanaha  ||  4  +  3  +  4  +  4  =  15* „.,■£• 

4  +  4  +  4  +  3  =  15/  — 

114  K. 

In  this  Slok  the  first  and  fourth,  and  the  second  and  third  verse  rhyme  together,  and  have  also  the 

same  number  of  moras.     "Whatever  be  therefore  understood  by  JT553  ^RTHfir^'.  so  much  is  evident, 

that  they  have  no  uniform  metre,  as  the  Slaks  also  vary  considerably  in  the  number  of  verses. 

8.— THE  DAKHANA. 

The  Dakhana  is  a  oouplet  of  two  verses,  which  rhyme  at  the  end,  each  verse  being  divided 
by  a  caesura  into  two  hemistichs  after  the  twelfth  mora,  the  whole  verse  containing  12  +  10  =  22 
Kalas,  which  may  be  distributed  into  Ganas  of  5  +  4  +  3  ||  3  +  4  +  3.  As  regards  the  number 
of  moras,  the  Dakhana  therefore  coincides  with  the  Slok  (see  sub.  7),  the  only  difference  being, 
that  tfle  Dakhana,  is  always  restricted  to  one  couplet.  In  the  Granth  the  Dakhana  is  always  found 
in.  connexion  with  the  so-called  Chant  (see  the  next  following  metre),  which  it  usually  precedes. 

"We  subjoin  two  Dakhanas,  from  Sirl  K3g,  Chant  I.,  1,  2,  Mah.  V.  (Transl.  p.  109) : 

hatha  majhahu  ma     piri   |   pase    kiu     dldaru  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

eanta    saranal    labhane   |  nanaka  prana   adhlru  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

44  K. 
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dhurl  majanu   sadha  khe   |  sal       thil    kripalu  ||         12  +  10  =  22  K. 

laddhe  habbhe  thokare  |  nanaka  hari  dhanu  malu  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

44  K. 

9.— THE   CHANT. 

Chant  (S3')  is  in  the  Granth  the  name  of  a  stanza,  which  consists  of  three  couplets,  each 
couplet  having  its  own  rhyme.  Each  verse  of  the  couplet  contains  28  moras,  being  scanned  by 
8  +  8  +  8+4,  with  a  caesura  after  the  sixteenth  mora,  the  whole  couplet  therefore  28  +  28  = 
56  moras.     E.g.  Sir!  Bag,  Chant,  Mah.  "V.,  I.  (III.)  (Transl.  p.  109) : 

B375     ST*R5  faf  iftft1  i\f3      *T37S    *lf?>    »fT5$  ffVt  II 

carana  kamala  siu  |  pirxti       riti   ||   santana  mani    a|vae       jlu    ||  28  K. 

^3Wr  mf  fswfrt3  w£tf3  t\*u  tzj  bt^t  iftf"  n  \  56  k. 

w       ■—  —  —    W  W  —  W  W         —      W  —       —  WW  —  M    V  V    w 

dutia      bhau  [   biprlti         aniti   ||   dasa    naha  bha[vae    jiu    |]  28  K. 

Tm\  7^1   3T^S     fa*  T3^TT^   fH7  ftr?    iffaiT     fsrf  5t  II 

dasa,  naha  bhavae  |  binu    darsavae   ||  ika  khinu   dhiraju   |  kiu    karai  ||  28  K. 

3TR  f^3ST      3^     ^    ifcsT     tTW   fTO    *R?35^     ffT#   ^t  II  |  56  K. 

nama  bihuna,  |   tanu  manu   hma   ||  jfala    binu   machull  |  jiu    marai  ||      28  K. , 

f*rc?  *»t  fwrt  ■vfTJ?  wnrnJ     ars  *ttti  ^far  fnfe  an^S  n 

V      w  w  v  W  —        W  _  w  W  —        —  WWW  WWW  *J      ¥  —WW 

milu  merai    piare   |   prima   adhare  ||  guna   sadha  sangi    mili  |   gavae  ||  28  K. 
3STJS3T    ^   WHTX\   tnfo    *&*&      *rf*    3f?S    W?fa   WT^T*  II  1 56  K. 

nanaka  ke    sua|mi    dhari  anugrahu  ||  mani    tani     anki    sajmavae  ||         28  K. 


168  K. 

10.— THE  PAUKL 

The  Pauri  (XJ  Ojft)  is  on  an  average  a  stanza  of  five  verses  (though  it  may  also  contain  more 
or  less)  which  all  rhyme  together  at  the  end,  and  are  divided  by  a  caesura  into  two  hemistichs. 
In  the  Granth  the  Pauri  usually  follows  after  one  or  two  Sloks  and  constitutes  in  connexion  with 
the  Slok  or  Sloks  the  so-called  far,  which  is  therefore  a  mixed  stanza.  The  verses  of  the  Pauri 
are  therefore,  as  a  rule,  scanned  in  the  same  way  as  the  Slok,  viz.  by  12  +  10  moras,  which  may, 
as  in  the  Dakhana,  be  distributed  into  Ganas  of  5  +  4  +  3  ||  3  +  4  +  3. 

"We  subjoin  a  Pauri  taken  from  Siri  Kag,  Tar  I.,  Mah.  III.  (Transl.  p.  113): 

hari  Tkk5    karta    ikku  ||  Ikk5    dlblnu     hari  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

Tlf3  fe?*    ^T^   W»T?  II  f&$  Vf3  f^fe  Ife  H 

hari  ikkasai  dlhai  amaru  ||  "ikk5  hari    citti  dhari  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

1  Though  the  word  is  written  here  lj^f3,  >t  must  be  Iead  Piriti»  for  tne  sake  of  the  metre. 
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tffo  ft*  f&>  wz\  Trrftr     3?     35     3$  ^ft  srft  u 

hari    tisu    binu    kol     nahi  ||   daru   bhramu  bhau   duri  kari  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

Tift  ft$  7f  WI&Tfn  fiT   ??        3$      ■STTCTfo     Wft  II 

hari    tisai  no     ealahi      ji  ||  tudhu    rakhai   bahari    ghari  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

Uft  VrW  *  TlfS  ^f^HTW  *     Tift   irfM1  3#     f^R    3ft  II 

hari    jisa    no    hoi      dayalu    so  ||   bari  japi  bbau  bikhamu  tari  ||  12  +  10  =  22  K. 

hokT 

But  the  metre  of  the  Paurl  may  also  differ  from  that  of  the  Slok,  as  in  fact  any  metre  may  be 
optionally  employed  as  well  in  the  S15k  as  in  the  Paurl,  so  that  the  appellation  of  Slok  and  Paurl 
is  quite  indefinite  and  by  no  means  implies  a  fixed  or  uniform  metre.  The  safest  thing  is  always 
to  trace  the  metre  by  scanning.  "We  subjoin  here  an  example  of  a  Slok  and  Paurl  taken  from 
Rag  Gauri,  Bavanakhri,  Mah.  V.,  XXXV.  (Transl.  p.  370),  in  order  to  prove  this.  The  Slok  is 
scanned  by  25  moras,  distributed  into  Ganas  of  4  +  6  +  6  ||  6  +  3  Kalas,  whereas  the  Paurl  is  scanned 
by  32  moras,  distributed  into  Ganas  of  2x6  +  6  +  4  Xalas.  In  the  Pauri  the  hemistichs  are 
occasionally  written  separately  (as  verses)  and  rhyme  then  together,  the  end-rhyme  being  in  this 
case  dispensed  with. 

Slok. 

3TTJ5?     3STif    2ST*?      tTV  TTfWT    W3fz  WlPd    3ft  II 

nanaka  |  namu  namu  |  japu    japia  ||   antari     bahari    rangi  ||  4  +  6  +  6  ||  6  +  3  =  25  K. 

arft  "vjt  ■©v^ftmrr  7>zq     ?rrft  jni     ^ft  11 

guri  pur|ai    upade|sia     naraku  ||   nahi    sadha   |  sangi  ||  4  +  6  +  6  ||  6  +  3  =  25  K. 

50  K. 

Pauri. 

fel    7Z3f$  \raft  %  35T^t  II  tTT    t    *tfo    3ft    3ST*t  tRTTft  II 

nanna  nara|ki  parahi  te  |  nahi  ||   ja  kai  mani  |  tanl  nama,  ba|sahi  ||  2x6  +  6  +  4  =  32  K. 

3ST»i  ftxiTTs    ara^ftr  ^    ttvs  ii  ftp*  *rrfwr  *ift  tst  ^fz  tnj3  11 

namu  nidha|nu  gurmukhi  jo  |  japate  ||  bikhu     maya   |  mahi  na     6i"|  khapatl  ||  2  X  6  +  6+4  =  32K. 

AAloMd     7»  U3T    31  ZTJ  II  7?m      ^      3jft   Tt^  tTT    5TI  II 

nannaka|ru  na  hota  |  ta   kahu  |[  namu   mantra  |  guri    dino  |  ja  kahu  ||  2x6  +  6  +  4  =  32  K 

ftt*    fAMIA    aft  Wpp    W  II    3U  "51%     7H7J7  W35TC    ^3  II 

nidha  nidhana  |  hari  amrita  |  pure  ||  taha  baje  |  nanaka   anhada,  |  tur§  ||  2  x  6  +  6  +  4  =  32  K 

T28K. 

11.— THE  SAYAYYA  (or  SAYAIA). 

The  Savayya.  is  a  stanza  of  different  length,  as  it  may  contain  one,  two  or  three  couplets,  now 
and  then  even  more.  On  an  average  the  single  verse  is  scanned  by  2x8  +  8  +  8  +  8  or  32  moras, 
the  caesura  dividing  the  same  into  two  equal  hemistichs ;  but  there  are  also  verses  of  8  +  8  ||  8  +  6, 
8  +  8  ||  8  +  5  and  8  +  8  ||  8  +  4  moras.     We  meet  also  with  verses  consisting  only  of  8  +  8  +  8 


ON  THE  LANGUAGE  AND  THE  METRES  USED  IN  THE  GRANTH.  cxxxvii 

or  8  +  8  +  4  moras ;  in  this  case  the  verse  is  not  divided  by  a  caesura.  The  couplets  composing 
the  Savayya  have  either  one  common  or  each  their  own  end-rhyme,  occasionally  also  the  hemistichs 
rhyme  together,  especially  when  the  stanza  consists  only  of  one  couplet. 

An  example  of  a  regular  Savayya  is  the  stanza  quoted  on  page  xcv,  which  we  will  transcribe 
here  in  order  to  show  its  scansion. 

pai  gahe  tumare  |  jabba  te  tabba  ||  te  kacchu  akha  |  tare '  nahi  anyo  ||  8  +  8  ||  8  +  8  =  32  K. 
rama  rahlma 3  purana  kurana  ||  aneka  kahe  mata  |  eka 3  na  manyo  ||  8  +  8  ||  8  +  8  =  32  K 
simrita  sastara  |  veda  sabhe  bahu  ||  bheda  kahe  hama  |  eka  na  Janyo  ||      8  +  8  ||  8  +  8  =  32  K. 

siri  aspana4  |  kripa  tumari  kara  ||  mai  na  kahyo  sabha  |  tohi  pachanyo  ||  S  —J—  8  ||  8  +  8  =  32  3L 

128  K. 
■We  insert  here  a  Savayya  consisting  of  two  couplets,   each  verse  of  which  contains  8  +  8  ||  8  +  6 
and  8  +  8  ||  8  +  5  moras  respectively.     Savaie  referring  to  Mah.  I.  (Transl.  p.  694) : 

gavau   guna  parama  |  guru   sukha  sagara  ||  durta  nivarana  |  sabda   sare  ||  8  +  8  ||  8  +  6  =  30  K. 

3TT^T     tfifa        T?te   «t3  UT3ra     Tpft     iT3T*r      fwis    X^   II 

gavahi   gambhira  |  dhira  mati   sagara  ||  jogl  jangama  |  dhyanu  dhare  ||        8  +  8  ||  8  +  6  =  30  K. 

3TT^ftr  fs^lfe      33T3    ^fowif^   «n3*T  3W   fiTfe    -HifcsG  II 

gavahi     indradi  |  bhagata  prahiladi||ka    atma     rasu     jini    |     janio    ||        8  +  8  ||  8  +  5  =  29  K. 
Tfa    WW    fm  J||^Q    3p     35TJS?    THT   yf?t  firfJS    ?Uf&%  II 

kabi  kalasu  jfasu   ga|vau   gura    nanaka  ||  raja    jogu    jini  |  manio  ||  8  +  8  ||  8  +  5  =  29_K. 

118  K. 

IS.— THE   GATHA. 

The  Gatha,  of  which  only  a  small  piece  (of  24  stanzas  by  Arjun)  is  to  be  found  in  the  Granth, 
is  not  the  usual  Arya  metre,  consisting  of  7£  feet  respectively  and  containing  30  +  27  =  57  Ealas, 
but  comprehends  a  number  of  the  many  varieties  of  that  metre,  which  have  come  into  use  in  the 
later  Prakrit  and  are  destitute  of  the  end-rhyme,  for  which  they  substitute  an  internal  rhyme  after 
the  twelfth  mora,  though  not  always.  Each  stanza  must  therefore  be  scanned  by  itself,  in  order 
to  determine  the  exact  metre.     "We  subjoin  here  as  examples  the  first  two  Gathas. 

The  first  Gatha  is  a  couplet  scanned  by  29  +  29  =  58  Kalas  and  called  Viglti,  as : 

W£3    ipv     *fNt     ire*     ht^j       %3     v&\£  ii 

karpura  |  puhapa,   su|gandha  ||  parsa  |  manukhya  |  deham  |  mallnam  ||       12  +  17  =  29  K. 

win    3fro    ttftm     sthst   wrfw   ara^s  *wjiia^  ii  <\ 

majjl  |  mdhira  dur|gandha  ||  nanaka  |  atthi  |  garbena  |   agyanano  ||  12  +  17  =  29  K- 

58  K.6 

1  In  the  text  on  p.  xcv  "3%  has  fallen  out. 

2  The  original  has  only  ^J^T.  but  the  metre  re1uires  cRfaTT.  which  is  also  justified  by  the  grammar, 
as  it  is  the  Vocative.  s  In  the  text  there  is  a  misprint  on  p.  xcv,  as  §?  must  be  read  instead  of  JJf^?. 

4  Though  written  in  the  original  jftltfixn?*,  an  i  must  here  be  inserted  in  the  conjunct  consonant  si;  in 
in  order  to  get  the  necessary  number  of  moras. 

5  As  regards  the  distribution  of  the  feet  there  are  always  4  +  4  +  4  in  the  first  Pada,  in  the  second  Pada 
we  have  3  +  5  +  4  +  5,  but  in  the  fourth  Pada  4  +  3  +  5  +  5. 
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The  second  Gatha  is  a  couplet  scanned  by  27  +  29  and.  called  Candrika,  as : 

V3*TT^    V3itf3  »HWNW    Ttv    &*h  fa      MSSTT    II 

pramano  |  prajanti  |  akasaha  \\  dipa  |    loa     si  |  khandanaha  ||        15  +  12  =  27  K. 

gachena  |  naina  |  bharena  ||  nanaka  |  bina  |  Badhu  na   |  sidhyate  ||  12  -+-  17  -=  29  K. 

56  K. 

The  name  of  the  metre  is  always  added  in  the  Granth,  where  it  is  a  conventional  metre,  as  stated 
already ;  where  it  is  not  added,  it  is  more  or  less  a  fancy  metre  of  the  poet.  Such  stanzas  are 
designated  by  the  Sikhs  by  the  general  appellation  of  "  Faurt." 


TRANSLATION  OF  THE  ADI  GRANTH. 


OM! 

The  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  Spirit  without  fear,  without  enmity,  having  a  timeless  form,  not 
produced  from  the  womh.1 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  ! 

JAPTJ.' 

At  the  beginning  is  the  True  one,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Yug  is  the  True  one.5 
The  True  one  is,  0  Nanak !  and  the  True  one  also  will  be. 


By  meditation  (and)  meditation  it  {i.e.  the  knowledge  of  the  True  one)  is  not  effected,  though  I 
meditate  a  hundred  thousand  times. 

By  silence  (and)  silence  it  is  not  effected,  though  I  keep  on  a  continual  absorption  of  mind. 

The  hunger  of  the  hungry  does  not  cease,  though  I  bind  together  the  load  of  (all)  the  worlds.4 

There  may  be  acquired  a  thousand,  a  hundred  thousand  dexterities,  not  one  goes  with  (at  the  time 
of  death). 

How  does  one  become 6  a  man  of  truth  (knowing  the  True  one),  how  is  the  embankment  of  false- 
hood broken  ? 

He  who  walks"  in  his  {i.e.  God's)  order  and  pleasure,  0  Nanak!  (and)  with  (whom)  it  is  (thus) 
written. 

1  *WiHA|,  free  from  the  womb  (the  same  as  lH-H/ft),  *T3=  ^T*T'  birth,  production.     Other  forms  are : 

2  The  Japu  is  composed  by  Baba  Nanak  himself.  The  Sikh  tradition  runs  thus  :  31"5  AlAoJtf)'  «J^* 
3fafe  f*niT  JSTW  Tffi  ff  W%3  WET?  3  TTtpfft  ^t  333T  #%  $S\  t-  Guru  Nanak  had  a  con- 
versation with  the  Siddhs  (Jogis)  on  the  mountain  Sumeru ;  there  the  discourse  of  the  Japu-ji  was  made.  The 
Japu-jl  is  composed  in  so-called  \|G;?I  (ladder),  verses  of  unequal  length,  within  which  the  rhyme  may  vary. 

3  Man!  Singh  comments  on  this :  JJTffe  WT5  JS  WT  T@  #  ^TO  13  WT  'TT©'  WT3  vWT  3# 
~S\  "Sfim  W3  "ETT :  when  there  was  as  yet  no  beginning  of  the  world,  Brahm  was  true  (existing) ;  when  the 
world  was  made,  then  also  Brahm  was  true. 

4  Vtffalft>  etc*  There  are  said  to  be'  fourteen  cities,  seven  celestial  and  seven  sub-terrestrial  ones  =  the 
whole  universe.     kJAcM  =  W&cM;  v.a.  to  bind  together  (into  a  bundle). 

°  JylW  is  a  passive  form,  properly  :  it  is  become,  not  as  the  Sikhs  now  explain  it :  we  become. 
6  tJWcM  is  a  verbal  adjective,  walking. 

1 


JAPU  2—5. 


2. 


By  (his)  order  are  made  the  forms  (of  all  things),  his  order  (however)  cannot  be  told. 
By  his  order  are  made  the  living  beings,  by  his  order  greatness  is  obtained. 
By  his  order  are  the  high  and  the  low,  by  his  order  pain  and  pleasure  are  set  down. 
By  his  order  some  are  pardoned,  some  are  by  his  order  always  caused  to  wander  about  (in  trans- 
migration). 

Every  one  is  under  (within)  his  order,  exempt  from  his  order  is  no  one. 
0  Nanak  !  if  one  understand  his  order,  he  will  not  speak  in  self-conceit. 


One  sings  his  (i.e.  God's)  power,  if  one  has  power  (so  to  do).  Another  sings  (his)  liberality,  if  he 
knows  (his)  sign.1 

One  sings  his  beautiful  qualities  and  greatnesses. — Another  sings  a  difficult  thought  of  science. 

One  sings :  having  made  the  body  he  reduces  it  to  ashes.  Another  sings  :  having  taken  life  he  gives 
it  again.  ' 

One  sings :  he  is  known  (manifest),  (but)  seen  afar  off.  Another  sings  :  being  present  he  sees  in 
the  presence. 

There  is  no  end  of  sayings  and  tellings.     The  story,  story  is  told  by  crores,  crores,  crores.2 

He  (i.e.  God)  goes  on  giving,  they  taking  become  tired.     For  ages  and  ages  they  go  on  eating. 

The  Lord  goes  on  executing  his  order.     0  Nanak  !  he  expands  unconcerned. 


True  is  the  Lord,  of  a  true  name,  in  language  his  love  is  infinite.' 

If  they  speak  and  ask,  he  gives,  he  gives,  the  Liberal  bestows  gifts. 

"What  shall  again  be  placed  before  (him),  by  means  of  which  his  court  may  be  seen  ? 

What  speech  shall  be  uttered  by  the  mouth,  which  having  heard  he  may  bestow  love  ? 

Reflect  at  early  dawn  on  the  greatness  of  the  true  name  ! 

Prom  the  destiny  comes  clothing,  from  his  (favourable)  look  the  gate  of  salvation. 

Thus,  0  Nanak !  it  is  known,  that  he  himself  is  true  in  all  (things).4 

5. 
He  cannot  be  established,  he  is  not  made.     He  himself  is  the  Supreme  Being.6 

1  rt\*1lc>  s.m.  explained  in  the  commentary  by  ^tf,  lot,  destiny.  The  sense  is  apparently,  that  God  may 
be  known  from  the  gifts  he  is  bestowing.  But  jf^TTS  may  also  be  referred  to  the  Sansk.  fif ypjr  =  fi\  ■>{  |  i{  «f , 
perception:  "If  he  knows  the  perception  (of  it),  if  he  is  able  to  perceive  it"  (i.e.  the  ^Trf^)- 

2  The  sense  is  :  God  is  praised  in  various  ways  by  innumerable  people. 

3  An  old  Sikh  commentary  gives  the  following  explanation  of  this  dark  passage  :  ^fcj  Trf©  IfiPftliJ  lft 
^  1*3  J»T3f5  f*TSt3  3TfWT  tfe  frT@  ffl"©  nfcfo  3T#  <PTCT  ^  faf  f^f  *T35Tftr  §8 
QVa<  vf.  "All  the  other  names  of  God  are  uttered  in  praise;  as  inside  (in  the  heart)  love  dwells,  so  they 
praise  him." 

*  Explained  by  the  commentator:  *T3  W3  ^dltj  »KTfV'  nnfV  "He  himself  does  and  causes  to  be 
done  all." 

6  fjSUrTTS  (f*K31*0>  an  epithet  of  the  Supreme  Being,  free  from  any  stain  or  contact  with  the  Maya ; 
pure,  light. 


JAPU  6—8.  3 

By  whom  he  is  worshipped,  by  him  honour  is  obtained.     0  Nanak,  if  the  abode  of  virtues l  be  praised. 

If  he  be  praised,  heard,  if  love  (to  him)  be  kept  in  the  mind.  He2  puts  away  his  pain  and  brings 
comfort  to  his  house. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Guru5  (=God<fis  the  sound,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Guru  is  the  Veda,  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Guru  it  is  contained  (or  absorbed). 

The  Guru  is  Isar  (Shiva),  the  Guru  is  Gorakh  (Vishnu),  Brahma,  the  Guru  is  the  mother  Parbatl. 

If  I  would  know,  would  I  not  tell  ?  the  story  cannot  be  told. 

0  Guru !  let  me  know  the  One !  That  the  one  liberal  patron  of  all  living  beings  may  not  be  for- 
gotten by  me ! 4 

6. 

1  bathe  at  a  Tirtha,  if  I  please  him ;  without  pleasing  him,  what  shall  I  do  with  bathing  ? 
As  much  as  I  see  created,  what  is  obtained  without  destiny,5  that  I  may  take  it  ? 

In  (thy)  advice  are  gems,  jewels  and  rubies,  if  I  hear  the  instruction  of  the  one  Guru. 
0  Guru !  let  me  know  the  One,  that  the  one  liberal  patron  of  all  living  beings  may  not  be  for- 
gotten by  me  ! 

7. 

If  (one's)  life  last  the  four  periods  (of  the  world),  or  become  tenfold  more.  If  he  be  known  in 
the  nine  regions  (of  the  earth),  and  every  one  go  with  (him). 

If  having  got  a  good  name  he  obtain  renown  and  fame  in  the  world.  If  his  (God's)  merciful  sight 
do  not  come  upon  him,  none  will  ask  a  word  about  him. 

Having  made  him  a  worm  amongst  worms  (in  hell)  he  puts  the  sin  on  the  sinner.6 

0  Nanak!  he  who  is  void  of  qualities  (=God)  bestows  favour,  he  grants  favour  to  the  virtuous. 

Such  a  one  is  not  seen,  who  may  bestow  some  favour  on  him  (God). 


By  having  heard  (his  name)  the  Siddhs,'  Pirs,  Gods  and  Naths8  (have  been  made).     By  having 
heard  the  earth,  the  white  (Bull),9  the  sky. 

_  By  having  heard  the  (seven)  insular  continents,  the  (seven)  Lokas,  the  (seven)  Patalas.     By  having 
heard,  death  cannot  affect  (them). 

0  !Nanak !  (his)  worshippers  are  always  happy.     By  having  heard,  pain  and  sins  are  annihilated. 

1  3T^  fjrtTTJSj  "  the  abode  of  virtues  or  of  (all)  the  qualities"  is  a  frequent  epithet  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
3  i.e.  the  it^F  or  worshipper. 

3  ZT3  (or  T3)  nas  in  the  Granth  two  meanings ;  it  may  denote  God,  the  Supreme  Being  (^|J  3T3).  or 
the  Guru  (who  is  always  considered  as  an  Avatar  or  incarnation  of  the  Deity). 

4  Said  to  be  the  petition  of  Angad. 

s  f%^  ofBTTf ,  without  destiny.  al^Vf  in  the  plural  denotes  the  works  of  a  former  birth,  and  is  therefore 
equivalent  to  destiny  (the  state  of  a  man  in  this  life  depending  on  the  works  of  a  former  birth). 

e  The  explanation  of  Man!  Singh  :  sftet  tifefS  3\Z  ST3^3Tr  ^TT^tS  ^  MTXft  tfa  ^  3^  fffT 
«5  ^T  5<«AJ|  "  He  will  be  made  a  worm  amongst  worms,  also  the  sinners  will  blame  him,"  is  false,  the 
subject  being  the  same  (God). 

}  About  the  Siddhas  or  perfect  ones,  see  Wilson's  Vishnu  Purana,  p.  227.  In  ,the  Granth  Siddh  denotes 
also  a  Jogi  who  has  attained  to  supernatural  power. 

*  JTHSf,  l'-e-  the  nine  Naths  or  great  Gurus  of  the  Jogis. 

'  Mani  Singh  says :  qQ»  Trgrj^  ^  3T3  £  ^Z\fS  M*^3T  $  " The  white  bull  stands,  having  lifted 
up  the  load  of  the  earth."    (\R*f  =  ^T^)- 


JAPU  9— H. 


By  having  heard  (his  name)  Isar  (Shiva),  Brahma  and  Indra  (have  been  made).  By  having  heard, 
they  praise  with  their  mouth  the  mantra.1 

By  having  heard,  the  skill  of  Jog  (and  in)  their  body  the  secret  (of  God).* 

By  having  heard,  the  Shastras,  the  Smriti  and  the  Vedas  (are  obtained). 

0  Nanak  !  (his)  worshippers  are  always  happy.     By  having  heard,  pain  and  sins  are  annihilated. 

10. 

By  having  heard  (his  name),  truth,  contentment  and  (divine)  knowledge  (is  obtained).  By  having 
heard,  the  (merit  of  the)  bathing  of  the  sixty-eight  Tirthas. 

By  having  heard  and  reading,  reading  (the  name)  they  obtain  honour  (at  the  threshold  of  God). 
By  having  heard  meditation  comes  naturally  to  them. 

0  Mnak  !  (his)  worshippers  are  always  happy.     By  having  heard,  pain  and  sins  are  annihilated. 

11. 

By  having  heard,  the  songs  (stories)  of  the  Avatars3  (have  been  made).  By  having  heard,  (they 
have  become)  Shekhs,  Pirs  and  Kings. 

By  having  heard,  the  blind  find  the  road.  By  having  heard,  the  unfordable  (water  or  river) 
(becomes)  fordable.4 

0  Nanak  !  (his)  worshippers  are  always  happy.     By  having  heard,  pain  and  sins  are  annihilated. 

12. 

The  state  of  him,  by  whom  (the  name)  is  minded,5  cannot  be  told.  If  one  tells  it,  he  repents  of  it 
afterwards. 

There  is  no  paper,  pen  nor  writer  (to  describe  it).  Sitting  they  reflect  (on  him,  by  whom  the 
name)  is  minded. 

Such  is  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Being.     If  one  mind  it,  he  knows  it  in  his  heart. 

13. 

If  one  mind  (the  name),  understanding  and  wisdom  is  obtained  in  the  heart.  If  he  mind  (it),  the 
knowledge  of  the  whole  world. 

If  he  mind  (it),  he  is  not  struck  in  the  face.     If  he  mind  (it),  he  does  not  go  with  Yama. 
Such  is  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Being.     If  one  mind  it,  he  knows  it  in  his  heart. 

14. 
If  he  mind  (it),  he  is  not  hindered  on  the  road.    If  he  mind  (it),  he  becomes  manifest  with  honour.6 

1  *rftT  *?WIU<A  ifcZ  " They  sing  or  recite  (in  his  praise)  the  mantra,"  i.e  the  "fn^T^ • 

2  Mani  Singh  says  :   375  fg&  If^t  3|  VcRT^t?  ^T  ^  *HlfSWT  9  "into  tneir  body  the  secret  of 
God  has  come." 

°  +ldlJlcN  =  Hindi  ^J^TTTf  (Sansk.  ^f^3II!I),  possessing  all  qualities,  an  epithet  for  an  Avatar.  3n«T  "»• 
Sansk.  TT^T,  »  song. 

4  WUrm  adj.  unfordable  (Sansk.  ^  +  ^TTTVQ- 

5  V&  oft  Zff3,  a  very  short  expression.  It  must  be  thus  constructed:  AlG  %  *?7^  oft  7\f3,  the  state 
of  the  name  being  minded. 

6  i.e.  at  the  threshold  of  God. 


JAPTT  15,  16.  g 

If  he  mind  (it),  he  does  not  anxiously  go  his  way.1     If  he  mind  (it),  he  has  connexion  with  piety. 
Such  is  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Being.    If  one  mind  it,  he  knows  it  in  his  heart. 

15. 

If  he  mind  (it),  he  obtains  the  gate  of  salvation.  If  he  mind  (it),  he  brings  about  the  salvation  of 
his  families. 

If  he  mind  (it),  he  is  saved,  and  saves  the  disciples  of  (his)  Guru.  If  he  mind  it,  0  JSanak !  he 
does  not  wander  about  in  begging. 

Such  is  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Being.    If  one  mind  it,  he  knows  it  in  his  heart. 

16. 

The  saints  (or  pious)  are  chosen,  the  saints  are  foremost.  The  saints  obtain  honour  at  the  threshold 
(of  God).2 

The  Guru  is  the  one  object  of  meditation  to  the  saints.  The  saints  are  lustrous  at  the  gate  of 
the  King. 

If  one  tell  (it),  he  may  reflect.     There  is  no  counting  of  the  works  of  the  Creator. 

The  Dhaul  (white  bull)  is  Dharm  (religious  and  civil  law),  the  son  of  Daya,  (mercy),  by  whom  the 
rule  of  contentment  is  fixed.3 

If  one  understand  this,  he  becomes  truthful  (knowing  the  truth). 

How  much  is  the  load  upon  the  Dhaul  ?  There  is  another  earth  and  beyond  another,  another.  Upon 
him  what  load  is  there  and  under  him  what  power  ? 

The  (different)  kinds  of  living  beings,  the  names  of  the  colours ;  the  destiny  of  all,  (in  which)  the 
pen  (of  God)  has  moved  on. 

If  one  know  to  write  this  account,  how  much  will  be  the  written  account  ? 

How  much  is  (his  =  God's)  power,  his  beautiful  forms?  how  much  his  bountifulness  ?  who  knows 
the  food  (he  is  bestowing)  ? 

The  expansion  (of  the  universe)  is  made  from  one  tank.4  From  this  Lakhs  of  rivers  have  been 
made. 

1  *PT  2S  ^S  ifaf.  The  Sikhs  explain  it  in  different  ways.  Man!  Singh  is  altogether  silent  on  this 
point ;  but  another  old  commentary  says :  Jlfprf  ^^  TEffe  fjj^1  ^3\  \J^  ^  ^  *j  tf^f  ^^^  ^  ^fjf  •Qljfg 
xjftf  JS'ftft  +4<JWl  "  On  the  journey  onwards  there  is  a  very  heavy  (difficult)  road,  on  which  one  cannot 
ascend."  But  this  is  rather  a  Musalman  idea.  Vffl  signifies  also  (in  Sansk.  TfK{)  "  anxious,''  and  this  seems  to 
be  required  by  the  context. 

2  The  commentaries  explain  the  word  \pg  in  different  ways  (understanding  by  it  t\\vfive  elements,  etc.). 
But  it  is  certain,  from  other  passages  of  the  Granth,  that  "Lfg  signifies  a  holy,  pious  man. 

3  It  is  not  quite  clear  what  is  meant  by  this.  ManI  Singh  says  :  q^5  ^  ^  T3H  vf  ^fH*HT  ^T  1f3[  ^ 
TZfara  *?§¥  -fv?  W3  TJTfWT  ^  TfTW  WT  ^  ^J^T  h  TIH3T  £  7*j\  3TO5  WR1  t  ^  T^t 
'fertf  o^d-il  v^  Tf^WT?  "©O  ^  "  The  Dhaul  is  Dharm,  the  son  of  Daya,  Isar  has  fixed  the  rule  (line)  on 
contentment.  The  water  is  tenfold  more  than  the  earth,  but  it  cannot  dissolve  the  earth.  He  who  is  content  is 
truthful."  The  sense  seems  to  be :  The  earth  is  supported,  not  by  a  white  bull,  but  by  a  fixed  law  and  the 
mercy  of  God,  who  has  ascribed  to  all  limits  and  bounds. 

4  This  word  (o^|6)  is  explained  differently.  ManI  Singh  says,  it  signifies  W*HcJ|d  (Om)  ;  another  old 
commentator  says,  that  o^|0  is  equal  to  ~£$  =  four  masas :  ^g  WITT  "UO<A  §7  *TT*TT  VT3T  §7  *TT1T 
WTT35  §7  *TTRT  MdJI  IIU  tJTtF  *TT^  5T5  T3*T  37  T!&  Z$  <*<&\Q  tfWT  "  One  masa  of  wind,  one  masa 
of  water,  one  masa  of  fire,  one  masa  of  earth,  these  four  masas  were  made  ;  a  Kavau  is  one  tank  of  it."  This 
best  suits  the  context. 


D  JAPU  17—19. 

"What  is  (thy)  power  ?  what  (thy)  thought  ?    I  cannot  be  sacrificed  (to  it)  one  time  (i.e.  I  cannot 
come  up  to  it). 

"What  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  is  a  good  work.     Thou,  0  Formless  I1  art  always  in  safety. 

17. 

(There  are)  innumerable  (silent)  repetitions  (of  the  name  of  God),  innumerable  reverences. 

Innumerable  worships,  innumerable  austerities. 

Recitations  of  innumerable  books  and  of  the  Veda  with  the  mouth. 

Innumerable  jogs  (of  those,  who)  remain  secluded  in  their  heart. 

Innumerable  devotees,  reflecting  on  the  comprehension  of  his  qualities. 

Innumerable  truthful  ones,  innumerable  bountiful  ones. 

Innumerable  heroes,  eating  iron  in  the  face.* 

Innumerable  apply  continual  meditation  in  silence. 

"What  is  (thy)  power  ?  what  (thy)  thought  ?     I  cannot  be  sacrificed  (to  it)  one  time. 

"What  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  is  a  good  work.     Thou  art  always  in  safety,  0  Formless  ! 

18. 

(There  are)  innumerable  fools,  stark-blind  ones.  Innumerable  thieves,  living  on  the  wages  of 
iniquity. 

Innumerable  rulers,3  who  commit  tyranny.     Innumerable  cut-throats,  who  commit  murder. 

Innumerable  sinners,  who  commit  sin.     Innumerable  liars,  who  wander  about  in  falsehood. 

Innumerable  barbarians,  who  eat  dirt.     Innumerable  calumniators,  who  put  a  load  on  (their)  heads. 

Nanak  expresses  a  low  thought. 

I  cannot  be  sacrificed  one  time  (i.e.  I  cannot  reach  thee). 

What  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  is  a  good  work.     Thou  art  always  in  safety,  0  Formless  ! 

19. 

(There  are)  innumerable  names,1  innumerable  places.  (There  are)  innumerable,  inaccessible,  inac- 
cessible worlds. 

Innumerable  speak  (his  praise),  bending  the  head  downwards.5 

Of  letters  (consists)  the  name,  of  letters  the  praise  (of  the  name).  Of  letters  (divine)  knowledge, 
songs,  the  metrical  recitals  of  (his)  qualities. 

Of  letters  (consists)  writing,  speaking,  voice. 

In  letters  is  the  description  of  destiny.6  By  whom  these  (letters)  have  been  written,  upon  him  it 
(i.e.  destiny)  is  not. 

1  Explained  by  the  commentator  :  ^y  -§37  ^  ^fU3  v^  "  Thou  art  free  from  form  and  colour." 

2  HfvT  sTfcf  *TT3  is  inverted,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  instead  of  HT3  3¥  "  iron-eating  in  the  face," 
an  idiomatic  expression  for — exposing  one's  face  bravely  to  the  iron  (in  battle). 

*  JHTH  is  explained  by  ^TT%  rajas;  it  may  he.=^,\  (its  broken  plur.  is  \"Jt\).  But  it  may  also  be 
translated  :  Innumerable  give  orders  of  violence. 

'  Names,  i.e.  of  created  beings  or  things. 

'  f*lfdSI«I is  adjective,  bending  the  head  downwards  (and  the  feet  upwards),  as  some  Faqirs  do.  An  old 
commentator  (without  name)  says  :  faddM^ITT  villi?  tPT  SFcF^  vte  "  With  the  head  downwards  they 
praise  him." 

6  *\t\i\  conjunction,  instead  of  3?wT  f«J^3T  conjunction  and  separation  (of  the  beings)  =  destiny. 
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As  he  commands,  so,  so  it  falls.     As  much  as  is  created,  so  much  is  the  name  (of  it).1 

"Without  a  name  there  is  no  place. 

What  is  (thy)  power  ?  what  (thy)  thought  ?    I  cannot  be  sacrificed  one  time. 

"What  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  is  a  good  work.     Thou  art  always  in  safety,  0  Formless  ! 

20. 

If  hand,  foot,  body  and  trunk  become  defiled.     By  washing  with  water  the  dust  will  be  removed. 
If  the  cloth  be  polluted  by  urine.     By  applying  soap  it  will  be  washed. 
If  the  intellect  be  defiled  with  sins.     It  is  washed  in  the  dye  of  the  name  (of  God). 
There  is  no  rehearsal  of  meritorious  (or)  sinful  deeds.8    Having  done  a  deed,  (man)  puts  it  down  in 
writing3  and  takes  it  with  him  (to  Tama). 

He  himself  having  sown  will  himself  eat  (the  fruit).     0  Nanak  !  by  order  (man)  comes  and  goes.4 

21. 

Tirthas,  austerity,  mercy,  gifts  given  :  if  one  obtain  (their  merit),  it  is  the  honour  of  a  sesam-seed. 

If  (the  name  of  God)  be  heard,  minded  and  loved  in  the  heart :  he  bathes  inwardly  (as)  at  a  Tirtha. 

All  virtues  are  thine,  I  have  none.     "Without  virtues  being  practised  worship  is  not  made. 

Be  blessed !  is  the  speech  of  the  Brahman.  He  is  pleasing  to  the  True  one,  (who  has)  always  a 
desire  in  (his)  heart.6 

"What  is  that  season,  what  the  time,  what  the  lunar  date,  what  the  week-day?  What  those 
seasons,  what  the  month,  in  which  the  forms  have  been  created  ? 

The  time  is  not  found  out  by  the  Pandits,  though  it  be  written  out  of  a  Puran.  The  time  is  not 
found  out  by  the  Kazis,  though  they  write  out  a  document  from  the  Koran. 

The  lunar  date,  the  week-day,  the  JogI  does  not  know  ;  the  season,  the  month,  nobody  (knows). 

When  the  creator  makes  the  creations,  he  himself  (only)  knows.  How  shall  I  tell  (him)  ?  how 
shall  I  praise  (him)  ?  how  shall  I  describe  (him)  ?  how  shall  I  know  (him)  ? 

0  Nanak!  from  the  saying  of  (others)6  every  one  says  (it),  one  is  more  clever  than  the  other. 
Great  is  the  Lord,  of  a  great  name,  by  whom  creation  is  made.     0  Nanak !  if  one  thinks  (anything 

is  made)  by  himself,  he,  having  gone  onwards  (to  the  other  world)  will  not  be  honoured.7 

1  The  sense  is :  every  created  thing  has  its  name  and  thereby  its  own  destiny.  God  alone  is  WfJ^fcT, 
i.e.  not  subject  to  destiny. 

2  1?25,  religious  merit  by  good  actions ;  VJST  is  the  Gen.  Plur. 

5  The  Sikh  tradition  is,  that  every  man  writes  down  (unknowingly)  all  his  acts  and  deeds,  and  will  present 
the  tablet  of  them  to  Dharm-raja  (Yama)  when  dying. 

4  He  comes  and  goes,  i.e.  man  is  subjected  to  transmigration  by  reason  of  his  former  (bad)  works. 

6  The  Sikh  commentaries  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  these  words.  The  sense  seems  to  be  this  : — The 
Brahman,  when  asking  for  a  gift,  says  WWf'TJ  (^f^f).  Blessed  I  As  men  give  gifts  willingly  when  thus 
addressed  by  a  Brahman,  so  God  is  also  pleased  when  there  is  always  desire  in  the  heart  to  praise  him  and 
to  ask  from  him.  The  following  verses  are  not  logically  connected  with  the  preceding.  Nanak  is  in  the 
habit  of  rambling  from  one  thought  to  another  without  any  attention  to  logical  coherence. 

6  WTtrfe  WfTfel'  >  JKTtrfe  must  here  be  taken  as  the  Ablative  Sing.  The  Sikh  commentators,  who  are 
all  totally  unacquainted  with  the  grammar  of  the  old  Hindui,  pass  all  such  words  in  deep  silence,  without 
giving  the  least  hint. 

7  Explained  thus  by  the  old  commentator :  ^  ^ft  fTT%  'rt  fdiWsJd  3T  ^  W  iJflWT  tfr  if  -idJIId 
„i  yy  ^  *{3T  257  VT%  "  W  one  thinks,  that  as  much  as  a  sesam-seed  is  made  by  me,  he  will  not  obtain 
honour  at  the  threshold  of  the  creator." 
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22. 

There  are  Lakhs  of  nether  regions  in  the  nether  regions,  (Lakhs)  of  heavens  in  the  heavens.  Having 
sought  the  end,  the  end,  they  have  hecome  tired,  the  Vedas  say  one  word. 

The  books  (of  the  Musalmans)  say :  (there  are)  eighteen  thousand  (worlds),  one  single  hair  out  of 
the  hairs  of  a  horse.1 

If  there  would  be  an  account  (of  the  works  of  God),  it  would  he  written,  (but)  the  account  is 
destroyed  {i.e.  impossible).     0  Nanak !  he  is'called  great,  he  himself  knows  his  own  self. 

23. 

That  I  may  praise  (him),  so  much  understanding  I  have  not  obtained.  Rivers  and  brooks  fall  into 
the  ocean,  (but  the  ocean)  is  not  known2  (by  them). 

Kings  and  Sultans  with  rings,  with  houses,  wealth  and  property,  do  not  become  equal  to  an  ant, 
if  from  its  mind  he  (God)  is  not  forgotten.3 

24. 

There  is  no  end  of  his  praises,  in  saying  (them)  there  is  no  end. 

There  is  no  end  of  his  works,  in  (his)  giving  there  is  no  end. 

There  is  no  end  in  seeing  (his  works),  no  end  in  hearing  (them). 

No  end  is  known,  what  counsel  is  in  (his)  mind.  No  end  is  known,  what  his  form  is.  No  end  nor 
limit  is  known. 

On  account  of  (not  getting)  his  end,  how  many  lament !  His  bounds  cannot  be  obtained.  This 
end  nobody  knows.     If  much  be  said,  much  (more)  is  (to  be  said). 

Great  is  the  Lord,  high  his  place.     Higher  than  high  is  his  name. 

If  one  be  so  high,  he  may  know  this  high  one. 

So  great  a  one,  as  he  himself  is,  he  himself  (only)  knows. 

0  Nanak !  by  his  favourable  look  and  by  destiny  the  gift  (of  knowing  his  name  is  obtained). 

25. 

His  great  benevolence  cannot  be  written.     He  is  a  great  giver,  there  is  not  a  bit  of  greediness  (in  him). 

Some  warriors  ask  boundless  (things).     Some  have  no  consideration  nor  thought  (to  ask  anything). 

Some  are  consumed  and  broken  down  by  passion.     Some  having  taken  (his  gifts)  deny  it. 

Some  fools  go  on  eating.     Some  are  always  afflicted  by  pain  and  hunger. 

This  also  is  thy  gift,  O  bountiful !  Imprisonment  (and)  release  is  made  by  (thy)  decree.  The  other 
(things)  no  one  can  tell. 

If  one  having  eaten  (his  gifts)  falls  into  reviling.  He  will  know,  how  much  he  will  be  struck 
in  the  face.4 

1  The  Sikhs  are  in  great  trouble  about  the  explanation  of  these  words,  and  give  all  possible  comments. 
But  the  sense  is  apparently :  the  eighteen  thousand  worlds,  which  the  Musalmans  assert  to  have  been  created, 
are  just  as  much  as  a  single  hair  out  of  the  hairs  of  a  horse;  i.e.  there  are  innumerable  other  worlds.  X(XS, 
s.m.  signifies — a  constituent  part  of  anything ;  here,  a  single  hair  out  of  those  which  constitute  the  hairs 
of  a  horse. 

'  25  TMcftwfvT  "'s  not  known"— must  be  referred  to  7f)f7.  The  other  Tfifc  is  an  adjective  (W*ls()> 
having-  a  sealing-ring,  the  sign  of  royalty  or  power.  But  the  whole  verse  is  without  any  apparent  logical 
connexion  and  the  Sikh  commentators  are  totally  bewildered  about  it. 

3  The  sense  is  :  if  by  an  ant  (a  low  creature  or  man)  God  is  not  forgotten,  wealthy  kings  will  not  be 
equal  to  it. 

4  %7Wt  supply  ^Zl,  blows. 
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He  himself  knows,  himself  having  given  (the  gift). 

This  also  some,  some  say.    On  whom  he  bestows  his  praise  and  laud:  he,  0  Nanak !  is  king  of  kings. 

26. 

Invaluable  are  his  qualities,  invaluable  the  occupation  (with  them).  Invaluable  those  occupied 
(with  them),  invaluable  the  store-rooms.1 

Invaluable  (those  who)  come  (to  them),  invaluable  (those  who)  take  away  (i.e.  stores  from  them). 
Invaluable  (those  who)  please  (him),  invaluable  (those  who)  are  absorbed  (in  him). 

Invaluable  (his)  justice,  invaluable  his  court  (of  justice). 

Invaluable  (his)  balance,  invaluable  (his)  measure.2  Invaluable  (his)  bountifulness,  invaluable  the 
perception  (of  it).8 

Invaluable  (his)  work,  invaluable  (his)  command. 

Any  thing  more  invaluable  than  invaluable  cannot  be  told. 

They  go  on  telling  (them),4  telling  (them)  in  devotion.  They  tell  them  who  read  the  Vedas  and 
the  Puranas. 

The  learned  men  tell  and  explain  them.     The  Brahmas  and  Indras  tell  them. 

The  Gopis  and  Govind  (Krishna)  tell  them.      Isar  (Shiva)  and  the  Siddhs  tell  them. 

As  many  as  are  made  Buddhas  (sages),  tell  them.  The  Devas  and  Danavas  (demons,  enemies  of 
the  Devas)  tell  them. 

The  Gods  and  Naras5  and  Munis  tell  them,  having  worshipped.  Some  tell  (and  some)  begin  to  tell 
them.     Some  having  told,  told  them,  rise  and  go  off. 

So  many  creatures  are  made  and  others  (still)  he  makes.  Yet  nobody,  nobody  is  able  to  tell  (his 
qualities). 

As  great  as  he  pleases,  so  great  he  becomes  (by  self-expansion).  0  Nanak !  that  True  one  (=God) 
knows  it. 

If  some  contentious  man  tell  (it) :  he  is  written  down  as  a  fool  above  fools.8 

27. 

"What  is  that  gate,  what  that  house,  in  which  sitting  he  supports  all  ?7 

There  are  many  innumerable  musical  instruments  and  sounds ;  how  many  are  the  players  ? 

How  many  Rags  with  the  Raginis  are  sung  and  how  many  are  the  singers  ? 

To  thee  sing  wind,  water,  fire,  at  (thy)  door  sings  Dharm-raja. 

The  Citraguptas  sing  (to  thee),  who  write  down  continually,  know  and  weigh  the  religious  deeds. 

(To  thee)  sings  Isar  (Shiva),  Brahma,  the  Devi ;  having  always  remembered  (thee)  they  obtain  honour. 

At  thy  gate  sings  Indra  with  the  gods  sitting  on  Indra's  throne. 

1  ^IVT^tfT  a  trader  occupied  in  any  business.  These  are  the  pious  disciples,  who  are  called  in  the 
Granth  7TW  ^  ^TVT?^>  the  dai\6>  or  store-houses,  are  the  7{YQ,  or  saints,  from  whom  the  name  may 
be  obtained. 

2  \|d^|J5  signifies  here  "measure  "  and  is  the  same  as  Ttrf^JnW'  as  proved  by  other  passages  of  the  Granth. 

3  Compare  v.  3. 

4  WfTtf^n'  "  *°  tell,"  i.e.  the  qualities  or  the  praises  of  the  name,  the  greatness  of  the  name. 

s  Naras,  a  kind  of  centaurs,  with  the  limbs  of  horses  and  human  bodies. — Wilson,  Vishnu  Purana,  p.  42. 
e  The  Sikh  commentaries  have  totally  misunderstood  the  whole  verse. 

7  It  may  also  be  translated  by  the  second  person,  "thou  supportest,''  as  concluded  from  Sodar  (after  the 
Jap-ji),  where  ^  T3  %tH  is  found. 
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(To  thee)  sing  the  Siddhs  (Jogis)  in  their  deep  meditations,1  the  Sadhs  (devotees)  sing  (to  thee) 
having  reflected. 

(To  thee)  sing  the  truthful  and  contented,  (to  thee)  sing  the  hardy  heroes.  (To  thee)  sing  the 
Pandits  and  Rakhlsars  (great  abstinent  men),  who  read  continually  with  the  Vedas  (in  their  hands). 

(To  thee)  sing  the  fascinating  women,  who  enchant  the  mind  in  the  heavens,  in  the  mortal  world* 
and  in  the  nether  regions.3 

(To  thee)  sing  the  gems,  produced  by  thee,  with  the  sixty-eight  Tirthas. 

(To  thee)  sing  the  heroes  very  powerful  in  battle,  (to  thee)  sing  the  four  mines.4 

(To  thee)  sing  the  (nine)  regions,  the  countries,  the  worlds,5  which  are  made  and  preserved  by  thee. 

Those  sing  to  thee,  who  please  thee ;  thy  worshippers,  steeped  (in  thee)  are  full  of  happiness. 
Many  others,  who  sing  (to  thee),  do  not  come  to  my  mind ;  what  can  INanak  reflect  (judge)  ? 

He,  he  is  always  the  real  Lord,  true,  of  a  true  name.  He  is  and  will*  be,  he  will  not  be  destroyed, 
hy  whom  creation  is  made. 

By  whom  a  Maya  (illusive  world)  of  various  colours,  kinds  and  sorts  is  produced.  Having  made 
(it),  he  sees,  his  own  work  is,  as  his  greatness  is. 

What  is  pleasing  to  him,  that  he  will  do,  no  order  can  be  given  (to  him). 

He  is  King,  Lord  of  Kings ;  Nanak  (says) :  the  order  (pleasure)  of  the  Lord  abides  (firmly). 

28. 

("Who)  makes  contentment  the  earring,  shame  the  vessel  (bowl)  and  wallet,  (who  applies  to  his 
body)  ashes  of  meditation.  ("Who  makes)  death  his  patched  quilt,  his  body  a  virgin,  the  use  of  the  staff 
faith.6 

He  is  an  Aipanthl,'  (joining)  all  assemblies ;  by  the  heart  being  overcome  the  world  is  overcome. 

Salutation  to  him,  salutation !  "Who  is  first,  spotless,8  without  beginning,  immortal  (not  killed), 
having  the  same  dress  through  all  ages. 

1  The  difference  of  ftfI>nK  a"d  TPTTfa  *s  thus  stated  by  Patanjali :  "  Restraint  of  the  body,  retention  of 
the  mind  and  meditation  exclusively  confined  to  one  object,  is  dhyan ;  the  idea  of  identification  with  the  object 
of  such  meditation,  so  as  if  devoid  of  individual  nature,  is  samadhi." — Vish.  Pur.  p.  637,  note  21. 

z  *Tsf  "the  mortal  world"  (instead  of  H{T3>  Sansk.  +|-|4|),  commonly  called  the  711X3  w?  (♦fret^^i)) 
"  the  world  of  mortals." 

3  "The  fascinating  women  in  heaven  and  on  earth  are  the  Apsarasas,  who  are  of  two  kinds,  wOQ^ 
(lau7cik),  worldly,  who  are  said  to  be  thirty-four  in  number,  and  ^fgrf^?  (daivik),  ten  in  number." — Vish. 
Pur.  p.  150,  note  21.  "  In  the  regions  of  Patala,  the  lovely  daughters  of  the  Daityas  and  Danavas  wander 
about,  fascinating  the  most  austere." — Vish.  Pur.  p.  204. 

4  The  four  mines  are :  Ytiaiti  (what  is  born  or  produced  from  an  egg)  ;  %3tT  (what  is  born  from  a 
foetus,  %5  =  Sansk.  •anjg)  ;  G^=J"H  (produced  by  growing  out,  as  plants,  trees  and  some  lower  animals, 
Sansk.  ^fW^f)  ;  J?3tT  (Sansk.  *3<?«r),  produced  from  sweat  (as  lice,  etc.). 

6  <ed33|j  s-m-  ~  "ET31qJ>  Brahma-egg,  globe,  world  ;  m  is  first  changed  to  b  and  then  aspirated  by 
the  influence  of  the  preceding  r. 

8  -H!»ll3  aJST  signifies  here  :  use  of  the  staff,  Sansk.  d  U^ilf^F ;  all  the  Sikh  explanations  are  wrong. 
The  sense  is  :  he  uses  faith  for  the  same  purposes  as  he  uses  his  staff. 

7  Amongst  the  twelve  divisions  of  the  Jogis  there  is  one  called  AipanthU,  of  whom  Mani  Singh  says : 
W37>j  25T35  fiSd^d  vTfS  <^dd3  U75  "  They  live  without  enmity  with  all  men." 

8  IHAlW  "  not  blue,"  an  epithet  of  the  water  =  spotless,  and  thence  water  generally.  But  here  its  original 
signification  must  be  kept  fast :  spotless.  The  explanation  of  the  old  commentary :  JW/TlW  3«g75  5vJ1W 
TJTSl'  "what  is  called  anilu"  ?  "water,"  is  therefore  wrong. 
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29. 

(His)  food  (is  divine)  knowledge,  mercy  the  cook,  in  every  body  sounds  (his  conch's)  sound.1 

He  himself  is  the  Lord  of  Lords,  -whose  are  all  the  increases  and  perfections,  to  the  others  the 
enjoyment.2 

Union  and  separation,  both  works  he  sets  agoing,  (his  divine)  allotment  comes  into  account. 

Salutation  to  him,  salutation !  Who  is  first,  spotless,  without  beginning,  immortal,  having  the 
same  dress  through  all  ages. 

30. 

There  is  one  Maya,3  who  was  delivered  of  "  setting  agoing,"  her  three  servants  are  chosen.  One  is 
the  creator  of  the  world,  one  the  storekeeper,  one  keeps  the  court  of  justice.4 

As  it  is  pleasing  to  him,  so  he  sets  agoing,  as  his  order  is.  He  sees,  but  into  their  sight  he  does 
not  come,  he  is  very  wonderful. 

Salutation  to  him,  salutation!  Who  is  first,  spotless,  without  beginning,  having  the  same  dress 
through  all  ages. 

31. 

His  seat  are  the  worlds,  his  storehouses  the  worlds.  Whatever  is  put  down  by  him  (in  them),  (is 
put  down)  once  (and  for  ever).  Having  made  (all  things)  the  creator  sees  (them).  0  Nanak  !  the  work 
of  the  True  one  is  true  (i.e.  real  and  lasting). 

Salutation  to  him,  salutation  1  Who  is  first,  spotless,  without  beginning,  immortal,  having  the  same 
dress  through  all  ages. 

32. 

If  from  one  tongue  a  Lakh  be  made,  if  (from)  a  Lakh  twenty  Lakhs  (of  tongues)  be  made.  If  Lakhs, 
Lakhs  of"  times  the  one  name  of  the  Lord  of  the  world  be  uttered. 

Are  on  this  way  the  steps  of  fellowship  ascended  becoming  twenty-one  (twentieths)  ? 5  Having 
heard  the  words  (of  the  birds)  the  worms  became  emulous  of  the  sky  (i.e.  of  flying). 

0  Nanak !  by  (his)  favourable  glance  he  is  obtained,  false  is  the  idle  boasting  of  the  false  ones. 

1  Very  likely  an  allusion  to  the  vital  breath. — TtJ^Z  signifies  also  in  Hindi  and  Panjabi  the  conch  itself, 
not  only  its  sound. 

2  fjjfl|  firftT  may  generally  signify  i  prosperity  and  success ;  here  not  the  perfections,  which  are  obtained 
by  the  practice  of  the  Jog,  of  which  eight  are  enumerated  (see  Wilson's  Vish.  Pur.  p.  45,  note  5),  elsewhere 
eighteen ;  see  Gujri  V.  mah .  1,  4. 

3  }^TTj\  =  Maya.  In  the  Bhagavata  Purana  the  divine  will,  contemplating  its  expansion  into  manifoldness, 
is  made  to  denote  a  female  deity,  coequal  and  coeternal  with  the  First  Cause,  whose  name  is  Maya.  By  her  the 
Lord  made  the  universe.  This  (originally  poetical)  personification  of  the  divine  will  is  also  adopted  here. — See 
Vish.  Pur.  p.  21,  note  1. 

*  jf+HcFU  the  worldly  or  creator  of  the  world,  is  Brahma;  the  ^j{jj|,  or  storekeeper,  is  Vishnu  (the 
preserver),  and  the  judge,  Shiva  (the  destroyer). 

5  We  have  preferred  to  give  the  whole  sentence  as  interrogative.  AVhom  Nanak  impugns  here  is  not 
known.  \rf3"  "M^rflitffj  *ne  s'ePs  °f  fellowship  are  said  to  mean  ^Jarf^T)  finftl  emancipation ;  \ff3,=  Tjf^f . 
ifjj  fy +|^,  "twenty  twentieths"  is  a  Panjabi  expression  implying  the  whole,  certainty.  One  above  it  means 
absolute  truth,  and  it  is  therefore  explained  by  the  commentators  by  "@3W  V^>  the  highest  degree  or 
jJ\W  09T^)>  'he  fourth  state  of  the  soul,  as  absolute  identity  with  the  Supreme  Being,  by  abstraction 
from  without. 
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33. 

In  uttering  (the  name)  there  is  no  power,  in  silence  there  is  no  power.  There  is  no  power 
in  begging,  in  giving  there  is  no  power. 

There  is  no  power  in  living,  in  dying  there  is  no  power.  There  is  no  power  in  dominion  and 
wealth,  (by  it  is)  uproar  in  the  mind. 

There  is  no  power  in  intelligence,  divine  knowledge  and  reflection.  There  is  no  power  in  clever- 
ness, (by  which)  the  world  may  be  liberated. 

In  whose  hand  the  power  (of  liberation)  is,  he,  having  created,  sees.    0  Nanak  !  no  one  is  high  or  low.1 

34. 

There  (are)  nights,  seasons,  lunar  dates,  week-days  (made  by  him).  "Wind,  water,  fire,  the  nether  region. 

In  the  midst  of  it  the  earth  is  placed  as  a  Dharmsala  (Karavan-serai).  On  it  (the  earth)  are  different 
kinds  of  living  beings  and  of  practices. 

Their  names  are  many  and  endless.     (Their)  actions,  actions2  are  taken  into  consideration  (by  God). 

He  himself  is  true  and  true  is  his  darbar.     There  obtain  honour  the  pious  and  the  chosen. 

(According  to  his)  glance  (and  their)  work,  the  sign  (=lot  of  the  creatures)  is  put  down.  The  raw 
ones  obtain  ripeness  there.     0  Nanak !  after  one  has  gone  (there),  the  place  is  seen. 

35. 

This  is  the  practice  of  the  Dharrn-Khand3  (region  of  justice,  as  told  in  the  last  verse).  Tell  now  the 
works  of  Gian-Khand  (the  region  of  divine  knowledge). 

(There  are)  many  winds,  waters,  fires,  many  Kans  (Krishnas)  and  Mah5s  (Shivas).  Many  Brahmas, 
(by  whom)  creation  is  formed,  and  dresses  (disguises)  of  forms  and  colours. 

Many  regions  of  works,4  many  Merus,  many  Dhruvas  and  instructions  (of  Narada).5 

Many  Indras,  many  moons,  suns,  many  orbs  and  regions. 

Many  Siddhs,  many  Buddhs  and  Naths  (Jogis),  many  disguises  of  the  Devi.  Many  Devas,  many 
Danavas,  many  Munis,  many  gems  and  oceans. 

Many  mines,  many  voices,6  many  Lords  and  kings.  Many  Yedas,  many  worshippers;  0  Nanak! 
there  is  no  end  of  the  account. 

36. 

In  Gian-Khand  divine  knowledge  is  very  strong.  There  are  sounds  (of  music),  pastimes,  pleasures 
and  joys. 

The  character  (sign)  of  Sharm-Khand  (the  region  of  happiness7)  is  beauty.  There  is  shaped  a  very 
incomparable  form  (shape). 

Its  words  cannot  be  told.     If  one  tell  them  he  afterwards  repents  of  it. 

There  is  formed  discernment,  intelligence  and  wisdom  in  the  mind.  There  is  formed  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Gods  and  Siddhs. 

1  We  have  deviated  from  the  common  explanations  of  the  Sikhs,  which  are  mostly  ludicrous  and  pass  in 
silence  whatever  offers  particular  difficulties. 

2  73i|t  is  the  Formative  Plur.  dependent  on  ^^(J  . 

3  The  Sikhs  identify  Tra*Tfcf3  with  Brahma-loka. 

'  The  37W  Sf*T  is  on  this  world,  according  to  the  Puranas  ;  Vish.  Purana,  p.  212. 

8  His  name  the  Sikh  commentators  expressly  add.     On  his  instruction  see  Vish.  Purana,  p.  117. 

6  tTF^t,  the  four  mines  (of  production) ;  ■JTFcSY  signifies  the  (four)  stages  of  voice  from  the  stirring 
of  the  breath  unto  articulate  utterance. 

7  T3T>  tne  Sansk.  SJJf  (n.)  joy,  happiness  (not  the  Pers.  ».!>). 
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37. 

The  character  of  the  region  of  works  (Karm-Khand)  is  power.     There  is  none  else. 

There  are  heroes  very  powerful  in  battle^     In  them  Earn  (God)  remains  quite  brimful  (or  filling  them). 

There  Sita, 1  is  cool  (happy)  in  greatness.     Their  beauties  cannot  be  told. 

They  do  not  die  nor  are  they  deceived.     In  whose  heart  Earn  dwells. 

There  dwell  some  communities  of  Bhagats  (devotees).  They  are  joyful,  (for)  that  True  one  is  in 
their  heart. 

In  Sac-Khand8  dwells  the  Supreme  Being  (the  formless).  Having  created  he  sees  it  and  is  happy 
by  the  sight.3 

There  are  regions,  orbs  and  w6rlds.  If  one  would  enumerate  them,  there  is  no  end  of  the  account. 
There  are  worlds  and  worlds  and  forms.     As  his  order  is,  so  is  the  work  (done). 

He  sees  and  expands,  having  reflected. 

0  Nanak !  the  telling  (of  it)  is  hard  iron. 

38. 

Continence  is  the  work-shop,4  patience  the  goldsmith.  Understanding  the  anvil,  the  Veda  the  tool. 
Fear  the  bellows,  the  heat  of  austerities  the  fire.  The  vessel  is  love,  in  this  melt  Amrita  (nectar). 
(Then)  the  sabd  is  formed5  in  the  true  mint.6  This  is  the  work  of  those,  on  whom  his  look  and  the 
destiny  is  (fixed). 

0  Nanak !  the  looker  on  is  happy  by  the  sight. 

One  Slolc, 

"Wind'  is  the  Guru,  water  the  father,  the  great  earth  the  mother.  Day  and  night,  the  two  are 
female  and  male-nurse ;  the  whole  world  sports. 

Dharm-raja  rehearses  the  good  and  bad  works  in  the  presence  (of  God).  By  their  own  actions  some 
are  near  and  some  are  afar  off  (from  God). 

By  whom  the  name  (of  God)  has  been  meditated  upon,  they  are  gone  (to  the  other  world)  having 
cast  off  their  labour. 

0  Fanak  I  their  faces  are  bright,  and  with  them  (after  them)  how  many  people  are  saved  (liberated)  !8 

(End  of  the  Jap-ji). 

1  Sita,  the  wife  of  Rama.     ifVo)  cool,  refreshed,  happy,  an  allusion  to  her  name  Sita. 

2  The  Jig  \£jj  corresponds  to  the  *J(S|5ffai,  the  habitation  of  Brahma. 

3  The  Sikh  commentaries  explain  A^.fd  (AvJIW  by :  frR  ST@  "ttfd  STfcT  %tf3T  ^  «  tJSvTIW 
tJ3T  v^  "  whom  he  looks  at,  he  becomes  happy ; "  but  there  is  no  indication  of  the  change  of  the  subject. 

*  XIOIdT  is  the  workshop  of  a  goldsmith. 

5  fl'^I^i  the  sabd  or  word  of  the  Guru,  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  concentrated  in  the  name  of  God. 
Uf=^Tt^  may  also  be  translated  as  Imperative  or  Jussive  :  should  be  formed. 

6  *T^  Z°7TTJ5>  the  true  mint  is  explained  by  :  J{3  WKf3>  the  assembly  of  the  true  or  pious ;  in  this 
assembly  the  true  instruction  is  obtained,  as  shown  by  the  following  verse  :  for  those,  on  whom  his  look  and 
mercy  is,  are  the  *nxj  Sadhs. 

7  With  reference  to  the  wind  or  breath  being  the  Guru  (of  all)  the  Sikhs  relate :  when  Brahma  created 
the  human  body,  all  the  limbs,  etc.,  quarrelled,  which  should  be  the  most  important ;  then  Brahma  decided 
that  breath  was  the  greatest,  without  which  the  whole  body  could  not  live. 

"  ^3^  sH^"  J5Tf?5>  supply:  c?5^  *Tf«WfZ>  how  much  creation  or  people,  a  common  omission  in  the 
Granth. 
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Om !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru. 

SO  DARTJ.1 

Rag  Asa  ;  mahala  I.1 


"What  is  that  thy  gate,  what  thy  house,  where  sitting  thou  supportest  all?  Thy  musical  instruments 
and  sounds  are  many  and  innumerable,  many  are  thy  musicians. 

Many  Bags  of  thine  with  the  Baginis  are  sung,  many  are  thy  singers.  To  thee  sing  wind,  water, 
fire,  to  thee  sings  Dhann-raja  at  thy  gate. 

To  thee  sing  the  Citraguptas,  who  write  down  continually,  know  and  weigh  the  religious  deeds.  To 
thee  sing  Isar,  Brahma,  the  Devi,  having  always  remembered  thee  they  obtain  honour. 

At  (thy)  gate  sings  Indra  with  the  Gods  sitting  on  Indra's  seat.  To  thee  sing  the  Siddhs  in  their 
deep  meditations,  to  thee  sing  the  Sadhs  (saints)  having  reflected. 

To  thee  sing  the  chaste,  the  truthful,  the  contented,  to  thee  sing  the  hardy  heroes.  To  thee  sing  the 
Pandits  and  Bakhlsars,  who  read  continually  with  the  Vedas  (in  their  hands). 

To  thee  sing  the  fascinating  women,  who  enchant  the  mind  in  heaven,  on  earth  and  in  the  nether 
region.     To  thee  sing  the  gems,  created  by  thee,  with  the  sixty-eight  Tirthas. 

To  thee  sing  the  heroes  very  powerful  in  battle,  to  thee  sing  the  four  mines.  To  thee  sing  the 
regionB,  the  countries  (orbs),  the  worlds,  which  are  made  and  preserved  by  thee. 

Those  sing  to  thee,  who  please  thee ;  thy  worshippers,  steeped  (in  thy  love)  are  full  of  happiness. 
Many  others,  who  sing  to  thee,  do  not  come  to  my  mind ;  what  can  Nanak  judge  ? 

He,  he  is  always  the  true  Lord,  true,  of  a  true  name.  He  is  and  will  be,  he  will  not  cease  to  be,  by 
whom  creation  is  made. 

By  whom  a  Maya  of  various  colours,  kinds  and  sorts  is  produced.  Having  made  it  he  sees,  his  own 
work  is  as  his  greatness  is. 

What  is  pleasing  to  him,  that  he  will  do,  his  order  cannot  be  reversed.  He  is  King,  Lord  of  Kings ; 
Nanak  (says) :  the  order  of  the  Lord  abides.3 

Asa;  mahala  I. 

II. 

(1).  Having  heard  (it)  every  one  calls  him  great.     How  great  he  is,  has  it  been  seen? 
His  value  cannot  be  obtained  nor  told.     The  expounders  (of  it)  remain  absorbed  in  thee  !4 

1.  Pause. 

0  my  great  Lord,  0  deep  and  profound  one  L  0  abode  of  qualities !  Nobody  knows,  how  much  and 
great  thy  attire  is  ! 

(2).  All  intelligent  ones  have  met  and  worked  up  their  intelligence.  All  valuers  have  met  and  put 
down  his  value. 

1  So  dar,  the  words,,  with  which  the  following  Sabd  begins.  They  are  taken  from  Rag-  Asa  and  inserted 
here,  because  they  are  used  for  evening  prayer  by  the  Sikhs.  We  find  them  already  in  the  Jap-ji  (with  some 
few  alterations),  v.  27. 

2  Mahala  ( =  mahalla)  always  denotes  the  authorship  of  a  piece,  as  mahala  pahila,  the  first  quarter 
=  Baba  Nanak  ;  mahala  duja  =  Angad,  etc. 

3  These  and  the  like  verses,  without  a  fixed  number  of  lines,  are  called  by  the  Sikhs  sabds  (words). 

4  This  is  a  Caupada  (a  verse  consisting  of  four  couplets). 
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By  the  men  endowed  with  divine  knowledge  and  the  Gurus  of  the  Gurus.1  Not  a  bit  can  his 
greatness  be  told. 

(3).  All  truths,  all  austerities,  all  good  actions.     The  greatnesses  of  the  Siddhs  (Jogis). 

Without  thee  perfections  have  been  obtained  by  none.    By  destiny  they  are  obtained  and  not  prevented. 

(4).  "What  is  the  helpless  praiser  (of  thy  name)  ?     "With  praises  thy  store-roomB  are  filled. 

To  whom  thou  givest,  what  means  has  he  (to  refuse  it)  ?    0  Nanak !  the  True  one  is  upholding  (him). 

Asa;  mahala  I. 
III. 
(1).  If  I  praise  (the  name),  I  live ;  if  it  be  forgotten,  I  die.     Praising  the  true  name  is  difficult. 
If  one  has  hunger  after  the  true  name.     He  removes  his  pain  by  that  hunger. 2 

1.  Pause. 

Why  is  he  forgotten,  0  my  mother  ?    True  is  the  Lord,  of  a  true  name. 

(2).  Having  told  a  little  of  the  greatness  of  the  name,  they  have  become  tired,  its  value  was  not 
found.     If  all  having  met  begin  to  tell  it :  it  does  not  become  greater  nor  smaller. 

(3).  He  does  not  die  nor  become  sorrowful.  He  keeps  on  giving  and  does  not  take  food  (himself). 
This  is  his  quality,  there  is  no  other.     Nor  has  there  been,  another,  nor  will  there  be  another. 

(4).  As  great  as  thou  thyself  art,  so  great  is  thy  gift.     By  whom  day  and  night  has  been  made. 

Those,  who  forget  the  Lord,  are  low  caste  people.  0  Nanak !  without  the  name  they  are  low  (mean) 
people.3 

Ragu  Gujrl;  mahala  IV.' 

IV. 

(1).  0  people  of  Hari,  0  true  men  of  the  true  Guru,  make  supplication  to  (=near)  the  Guru  ! 
"We  low  worms  are  in  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru ;  mercifully  manifest  (to  us)  the  name ! 

1.  Pause. 

0  my  friend,  0  Gur-dev !  manifest  to  me  the  name  of  Ram !  The  name  taught  by  the  Guru  is  my 
soul's  friend,  the  glory  of  Hari  is  my  prayer  (i.e.  I  desire). 

(2).  Very  great  are  the  fortunes  of  the  people  of  Hari,  who  have  faith  in  Hari,  Hari,  thirst  after  Hari. 

If  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  obtained,  they  are  satiated,  having  joined  the  society  (of  the  saints) 
they  manifest  his  qualities  (i.e.  praise  him). 

(3).  By  whom  the  taste  (flavour)  of  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  has  not  been  obtained,  they  are  luckless 
with  Tama. 

Those,  who  have  not  come  into  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru  and  into  the  society  (of  the  saints),  in 
curse  (misery6)  they  have  lived,  in  curse  they  will  live. 

(4).  By  which  people  of  Hari  the  society  of  the  true  Guru  is  obtained,  on  their  forehead  from  the 
beginning  (this)  decree  was  written. . 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  society  of  the  saints,  (in)  which  the  taste  of  Hari  has  been  obtained !  the 
pious  people,  0  Nanak  !6  having  met,  disclose  the  name. 

1  JJddjdvl  l&n*>  the  Instrum.  Plur. 

3  Literally :  It  is  gone  (by  liim)  having  eaten  his  pain  by  that  hunger. 

3  ^ATnj  is  the  Arab.  u^clLe ,  art,  trade  ;  equal  to  low-born  people. 

*  The  fourth  mahala  is  Guru  Ramdas. 

1  ftnr  =  fv^cfi  (r  is  an  addition  in  old  Hindu!),  fie !  for  shame !  but  in  Hindu!  it  has  also  the  meaning 
of  curse,  misery. 

6  All  the  Sikh  Gurus  call  themselves  Nanak,  because  they  consider  themselves  as  incarnations  of  Baba 
Nanak,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  course  of  the  Granth. 
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Ragu  Gujrl ;  mahala  V.1 

V. 

(1).  "Why,  0  my  heart,  excogitatest  thou  an  effort,  in  the  completion  of  which  Hari  is  engaged? 
In  rock  and  stone  are  beings  produced,  their  daily  food  is  placed  before  them. 

1.  Pause. 

0  my  Madhava,  he  who  falls  in  with  the  society  of  the  saints,  is  saved.     By  the  favour  of  the  Guru 

the  highest  degree  is  obtained,  dry  wood  is  (made)  green. 

(2).  Mother,  father,  (household)  people,  son,  wife — none  is  in  the  protection  (support)  of  the  other.2 

On  every  head  the  Lord  provides  the  daily  food ;  why,  0  my  heart,  hast  thou  been  afraid  ? 

(3)  Flying,  flying  a  hundred  kos  it  {i.e.  the  crane)  comes,  behind  it  its  young  ones  are  left. 

Who  feeds  them,  who  nourishes  them  ?  he  (God)  in  his  mind  has  remembered  them.3 

(4).  All  the  (nine)  treasures,  the  eighteen  perfections4  the  Lord  has  put  on  the  palm  of  his  hand. 

0  humble  Nanak !  though  one  become  always  a  sacrifice,  a  sacrifice,  a  sacrifice,  there  is  no  end  nor 

limit  of  thine  (found). 

SO  PUKKHU. 

Rugu  Asa  ;  mahala  IV. 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
I. 

(1).  That  Supreme  Being  is  Hari,  Hari  is  the  Supreme  Being,  unattainable,  unattainable,  infinite. 

All  meditate,  all  meditate  on  thee,  0  Hari,  0  true  creator ! 

All  creatures  are  thine,  thou  art  the  provider  of  the  creatures. 

0  saints !  meditate  on  Hari,  who  causes  to  forget  all  pains ! 

Hari  himself  is  the  Lord,  he  himself  is  the  worshipper,  what  is,  0  Nanak  !  the  helpless  being  ? 

(2).  Thou,  0  Hari!  the  one  Supreme  Being,  art  unintermittingly  contained  in  every  body. 

Some  are  donors,  some  are  beggars,  all  are  thy  wonderful  shows. 

Thou  thyself  art  the  donor,  thou  thyself  the  enjoyer,  without  thee  I  do  not  know  another,  Sir ! 

Thou  art  the  Supreme  Brahm,"  endless,  endless,  what  can  I  tell  and  explain  thy  qualities? 

"Who  serve,  who  serve  thee,  Sir,  their  sacrifice  is  humble  rTanak. 

(3).  "Who  meditate  on  thee,  0  Hari !  who  meditate  on  thee,  0  Hari !  those  people  live  comfortably 
in  the  world. 

Those  have  become  liberated,  those  have  become  liberated,  by  whom  Hari  has  been  meditated  upon, 
the  noose  of  Tama  has  broken  away  from  them. 

1  Mahala  V.  =  Arjun. 

2  Trf3WT  =  Tf3,  *•/•  protection,  prop,  support;  nfT  is  meaningless,  and  only  added  to  make  up  the 
rhyme  ;  similarly  \TraT^Tfe»rr  instead  of  injure-  Arjun's  poetry  is  distinguished  by  such  violence ;  he 
often  spoils  the  words  at  the  end  of  a  verse  so,  that  they  are  hardly  recognizable. 

3  SfgJJfT  might,  in  Arjun's  poetry,  also  be  taken  for  ;rf% ;  then  the  translation  would  run  thus :  having 
remembered  them  in  his  mind. 

4  f75tn7J  and  f?fqT7J  =  f7N7>  1WJ7>  &  (Accus.  Plur.).  We  find  in  the  Granth  also  eighteen  siddhis 
mentioned. 

6  "Mld*jKJ«T,  Sansk.  W^TTTT'  the  farthest  limit  of  Brahma,  beyond  Brahma,  whom  Brahma  even  cannot 
reach  ;  or  perhaps  more  simply  =r  1|<^^J,  the  Supreme  Brahm. 


SO  PURKHU,  II.  17 

By  whom  the  fearless,  by  whom  the  fearless  Hari  has  been  meditated  upon,  all  their  fear  will  go,  Sir ! l 

By  whom  my  Hari  is  worshipped,  they  will  be  absorbed  in  the  form  of  Hari,  Hari. 

Those  are  blessed,  those  are  blessed,  by_whom  Hari  is  meditated  upon,  humble  Nanak  will  be  their 
sacrifice. 

(4).  With  thy  worship,  with  thy  worship  (thy)  store-houses  are  filled,  0  endless,  endless  one  ! 

Thy  worshippers,  thy  worshippers  praise  thee,  0  manifold,  manifold,  endless  Hari ! 

They  offer  to  thee  manifold,  manifold  adoration,  Sir !  they  practise  to  thee  austerities,  they  mutter 
(thy  name),  0  endless  one ! 

They  read  many  different,  different  Smritis  and  Shastras  of  thine,2  they  practise  the  Kriya  and  the 
six  works.3 

Those  are  Bhagats,  those  are  good  Bhagats,  who  please  my  Lord  Hari. 

(5).  Thou  art  the  first  Being  (male),  boundless,4  the  creator,  like  thee  there  is  no  other. 

Thou  art  in  all  ages  the  (only)  one ;  always,  always  thou  art  One,  thou  art  that  immoveable  creator. 

What  is  pleasing  to  thyself,  that  exists ;  what  thou  thyself  dost,  that  is  made. 

By  thyself  all  the  creation  is  produced ;  by  thyself  all  (the  creation)  is  made  and  caused  to  disappear. 

Humble  Nanak  sings  the  praises  of  the  creator,  who  knows  all. 

Asa;  mahdla  IV. 
II. 

1.  Pause. 
Thou  art  the  creator,  true,  my  Lord. 

What  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  will  be  done ;  what  thou  givest,  that  I  obtain. 
(1).  All  is  thine,  thou  art  meditated  upon  by  all. 
On  whom  thou  bestowest  mercy,  he  obtains  the  gem  of  (thy)  name. 
By  the  disciple  of  the  Guru  it  is  obtained,  by  the  self-willed  it  is  lost.5 
By  thyself  (one)  is  separated  (from  thee),  by  thyself  one  is  united  (with  thee). 
(2).  Thou  art  the  ocean,  all  is  in  thee. 
Without  thee  there  is  none  other. 
The  living  creatures  are  thy  sport. 

Having  fallen  in  with  separation,  they  are  separated,  with  union — there  is  union.6 
(3).  Whom  thou  lettest  know,  that  man  knows  (them). 
He  always  tells  and  explains  the  qualities  of  Hari. 

1  J|<^|jft  may  be  pause  instead  of  d^ift,  will  go,  or  causal :  he  will  remove. 

2  3^  might  also  be  translated  :  to  thee,  instead  of  being  taken  for  an  adjective. 

3  fcTfcJlHT  =  Sansk.  f%3JT  may  be  taken  generally  as  a  holy  action  (as  sacrifice)  or  specially  as  obsequies. 
The  six  works  or  duties  are  now :  fJTtfT  (Sansk.  fij*3T)>  ?J3>  Tf3\,  t\7iQ,  3TR5T.  HiW^.  i-e.  the  lock  of 
hair  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  the  toothpick,  the  Dhoti,  the  Brahmanical  thread,  the  rosary  and  tilak  ;  these 
are  binding  on  the  Khatri  (cf.  Sir!  Rag,  Astp.  26,  5). 

4  *KV3V3'=  Hindi  ^Jtf^lJ'l'^,  Sansk.  i5f  1)1^1)1^,  the  limit  of  that  which  is  illimitable,  an  epithet  of 
Vishnu ;  identical  with  IHV3VT5.  which  is  also  found  in  the  Granth. 

s  3nn*ftT>  he  who  turns  his  face  towards  the  Guru,  a  disciple  of  the  Guru,  and  ^JJjftf,  he  who  turns 
his  face  towards  his  own  mind,  self-willed,  not  attending  to  the  Guru's  instruction. 

6  fit&cM,  *°  faU  >n  with"  's  constructed  with  the  Locative  (f^-rl(3T)>  ^TrTSft  >s  likewise  the  Locative, 
but  with  lengthened  final  I  (TJrrfST  f^fe).  But  jJ-Hjft  may  also  be  taken  as  an  adjective,  united;  then  the 
construction  would  be  :  JTrTSft  3  *^5  th  Where  all  case-signs  are  left  out,  the  construction  is  more  or  less 
a  mere  conjecture.  The  sense,  however,  is  plain  :  when  thou  separatest  them  (from  thee,  by  transmigration), 
they  are  separated ;  when  thou  unitest  them,  they  are  united  (absorbed  in  thee). 
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By  whom  Hari  is  worshipped,  he  obtains  comfort. 

He  is  easily  (naturally)  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

(4).  Thou  thyself  art  the  creator,  all  is  made  by  thee. 

Without  thee  there  is  no  other  one. 

Thou,  having  created,  created,  seest  and  knowest  it. 

0  humble  Nanak !  the  disciple  of  the  Guru  will  become  manifest  (at  the  threshold). 

Asa ;  mahala  I. 
III. 
(1).  In  that  pond  his  dwellings  are  made ;  water  and  fire  are  made  by  him. 

In  mud,  which  is  spiritual  blindness,  the  foot  does  not  (= cannot)  go;  we  looked,  they  were  sub- 
mersed in  it.1 

1.  Pause. 

0  heart,  0  foolish  heart !  dost  thou  not  think  of  the  One  ? 

By  Hari  being  forgotten  thy  virtues  are  wasted. 

(2).  I  am  not  chaste,  nor  truthful,  nor  read,  foolish  and  ignorant  I  am  born. 

Nanak  says  :  I  am  in  the  asylum  of  those,  by  whom  thou  art  not  forgotten. 

Asa;  mahala  V. 
IV. 
(1).  The  body  of  man  has  been  received  (by  thee),  this  is  thy  opportunity  to  be  united  with  Govind. 
Other  works  are  of  no  use  to  thee.     Join  the  society  of  the  Sadhs  (saints)  !     Adore  only  the  name ! 


1. 

Acquire  the  means  of  crossing  the  waters  of  existence ! 
Thy  birth  (life)  goes  for  nothing  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  Maya. 

(2).  Eepetition  (of  the  name),  austerity,  continence,  religious  works  have  not  been  practised  (by  me), 
0  King  Hari ! 

Nanak  says  :  I  have  done  mean  actions !     Keep  the  honour  of  him,  who  has  fallen  on  thy  asylum ! 

SOHILA.2 

Ragu  Gaurl  Papain ;  mahala  I. 

Om !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I. 

(1).  In  which  house  praise  is  said  and  the  creator  thought  of. 

In  that  house  sing  a  song  of  praise  and  remember  the  creator  ! 

1.  Pause. 
Sing  thou  a  song  of  praise  of  my  fearless  one  ! 
I  am  a  sacrifice  to  that  song  of  praise,  by  which  always  comfort  is  obtained. 

1  This  verse  is  generally  misunderstood  by  the  Sikhs.  First,  the  text  of  nearly  all  the  MSS.  is  wrong ; 
they  write:  \RtT  WT>  hut  it  must  be  written  \fa  ^  J^T.  Xf^iT  does  not  signify,  as  the  Sikhs  will  have 
it,  mud,  this  is  \fe.  If  we  write  ifa  iT  *fa,  the  sense  is  quite  plain.  The  first  line  alludes  to  Vishnu 
sleeping  on  the  ocean  (Vish.  Pur.  p.  634).  Nanak  says  :  he,  in  whom  is  vpj,  cannot  approach  him,  he  is 
drowned  in  the  mud. 

2  *)R)WI  m.  is  a  song  of  praise,  generally  sung  at  marriages  (in  honour  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom), 
but  also  in  honour  of  God.     The  Sohila  is  now  used  as  a  prayer,  which  is  said  before  retiring  to  rest  at  night. 
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(2).  Day  by  day  the  creatures  are  supported,  the  giver  will  see  (to  their  support). 

The  value  of  thy  gifts  is  not  obtained  (found  out) ;  what  is  the  estimate  of  that  donor  ? 

(3).  The  year  and  day  for  the  wedding  is  written,  having  met  apply  oil  (to  the  bride  and  bridegroom) ! 

Give,  0  friend  !  a  blessing,  by  which1  union  with  the  Lord  may  be  effected  ! 

(4).  To  every  house  (comes)  this  invitatory  letter,  these  calls  are  always  made. 

If  the  caller  be  remembered,  those  days,  0  Kanak !  will  come. 

Ragu  Asa ;  rnahala  I. 
II. 
(1).  There  are  six  houses,  six  Gurus,  six  doctrines.- 
The  Guru  of  the  Gurus  is  one,  the  dresses  different.3 

1.  Pause. 
0  father  ! 4  in  which  house  praise  is  said  to  the  creator. 
That  house  keep,  it  is  thy  greatness. 

(2).  Of  seconds,  minutes,  gharis,  watches,5  lunar  dates,  week-days,  a  month  is  made  up. 
The  sun  is  the  same,  the  seasons  many.     0  Nanak !  many  are  the  dresses  of  the  creator. 

Ragu  Dhanasan  ;  rnahala  I. 
III. 

(1).  The  dish  is  made  of  the  sky,6  the  sun  and  moon  are  made  the  lamps,  the  orbs  of  stars  are,  so 
to  say,  the  pearls. 

The  wind  is  incense-grinding,  the  wind  swings  the  fly-brush,  the  whole  blooming  wood  is  the 
flames  (of  the  lamps). 

1.  Pause. 

What  an  illumination  is  made  ! '  In  the  region  of  existence  (world)  there  is  no  (such)  illumination 
(made)  to  thee.     The  kettle-drum  sounds  an  unbeaten  sound.8 

(2).  Thousands  are  thy  eyes,  and  (yet)  thou  hast  no  eye ;  thousands  are  thy  forms,  and  (yet)  thou 
hast  not  one. 

Thousands  are  thy  pure  feet,  and  (yet)  not  one  foot  is  without  odour ;  thousands  are  thy  odours, 
thus  walkest  thou,  0  enchanting  one  ! 

1  fy{%  is  here  the  Ablative,  by  which.    JK+Tl+)^lj>fT  (dim.)  may  be  Sing,  or  Plur. 

2  The  six  religious  (and  philosophical)  systems  of  the  Hindus  are  :  (1)  Vedanta,  (2)  Sankhya,  (3)  Yoga, 
(4)  Mimansa,  (5)  Nyaya,  (6)  Vaisesika. 

3  ^TT  is  the  dress  worn  by  the  devotees  (or  faqirs)  of  the  different  sects. 

4  y  IU  |  is  an  endearing  address  to  a  junior  (even  to  a  girl). 

5  ftj^TlXT)  a  twentieth  part  of  time;  tJJTT  corresponds  more  to  our  minute.  The  ur=f^  (^TS^JT)  has 
only  twenty-four  minutes.  The  whole  day  and  night  is  divided  into  eight  watches  (iCvItl*  Sansk.  TTW^)>  each 
consisting  of  three  hours  (or  about  eight  gharis). 

6  *|=  Sansk.  Jf€(,  made  of,,  consisting  of  (elsewhere  written  HfjT)* 

7  *WT3^  (Sansk.  ■4H'<jf^i),  a  religious  ceremony.  A  platter  (fc(|W)  containing  lamps  (\?Vlf3"), 
incense  (VX()  and  flowers  (and,  as  it  seems,,  even  pearls)  is  moved  circularly  round  the  head  of  the  image, 
accompanied  with  the  beating  of  the  kettle-drum  (and  with  ringing  of  bells). 

8  JUAddT  T^Tj  an  unbeaten  sound,  i.e.  a  sound  not  produced  by  beating,  an  expression  which  will  be 
frequently  met  with  in  the  Granth,  and  which  has  reference  to  the  practice,  of  the  Jog,  as  will  be  explained  in 
its  proper  place.    The  explanation  of  the  Sikhs,  that  ItyAUdl  means  "  endless,"  is  wrong  and  a  mere  guess. 
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(3).  In  all  (creatures)  is  light,  he  is  the  light.     From  his  light,  light  is  made  in  all. 

By  the  testimony  of  the  Guru  the  light  becomes  manifest.  "What  is  pleasing  to  him,  that  becomes 
an  Art!  (illumination). 

(4).  (My)  mind  is  longing  after  the  nectar  of  the  lotus  of  the  foot  of  Hari,  daily  I  am  thirsting 
after  it. 

Give  water  of  mercy  to  the  deer  Nanak,  by  -which  dwelling  may  be  made  in  thy  name.1 

Ragu  Gaurl  Purbl ;  mahala  IV. 
IV. 
(1).  With  lust  and  wrath  the  town  is  much  filled;  a  Sadhu  having  come  breaks  (them)  to  pieces.2 
The  Guru  being  obtained  by  an  original  decree  (of  God)  causes  in  the  heart  devotion  to  Hari  to  be 
excited  in  the  country.3 

1.  Pause. 

Make  to  the  Sadhu  joining  of  hands,1  it  is  a  great  religious  merit. 

Make  (to  him)  prostration,6  it  is  a  great  religious  merit. 

(2).  By  the  Sakats 6  the  relish  of  the  enjoyment  of  Hari  is  not  known ;  in  their  heart  is  the  thorn  of 
selfishness. 

As,  as  they  walk,  they  are  pierced,  they  are  pained,  they  suffer  death,  on  their  head  is  punishment. 

(3).  The  people  of  Hari  are  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari;  the  pain  of  birth  and  the  fear  of 
death  are  broken. 

The  eternal  Supreme  Being,  the  Lord  is  obtained  (by  them),  great  is  their  splendour  in  the  world 
and  universe. 

(4).  "We  poor  and  wretched,  0  Lord  !  are  thine  ;  0  Hari !  protect,  protect  us  !  thou  art  very  great. 

To  humble  Nanak  the  name  is  support  and  defence ;  even  in  the  name  of  Hari  is  the  pith  of  comfort. 

Jtagu  Gaurl  Purbl ;  mahald,  V. 
V. 

(1).  I  make  supplications,  hear,  0  my  friend!  it  is  (here)  the  time  to  render  service  to  the  saints. 
Here  (in  this  world)  having  obtained  the  gain  of  Hari,  depart !  in  the  world  to  come  (further  on) 
thy  dwelling  (will  be)  easy. 

1  The  words  must  be  thus  separated  :  gfjr  y{j  %,  etc.,  by  which  (water  of  mercy)  I  may  dwell  in 
thy  name. 

2  "¥335  VfSIVT.  he  causes  (them,  i.e.  ^fT  oT3^)  to  be  broken  to  pieces. 

*tfe  y?T3  fw^  1335  13T3'>  the  construction  of  these  words  is  difficult;  the  subject  is  the  Guru, 
who  causes  to  be  excited  (13TU  =  ^ferfa  or  131^)  f?5^  *rf?5  devotion  in  the  heart  ( =  hearty  devotion) 
iu  the  country  (JJ335  must  be  taken  as  Locative). 

4  ttTfTOT  (Sansk.  ^J^f%),  joining  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  lifting  them  up  to  the  forehead  in  token 
of  reverential  salutation. 

°  OoOa.  *■/•  prostration,  in  which  the  hands  are  placed  on  the  ground  and  the  breast  brought  almost  in 
contact  with  the  earth  (Sansk.  ^TSg^cT  UTJfJJT). 

*1I=<3  (Sansk.  ^JTW).  the  designation  of  a  sect,  who  worship  the  female  principle  according  to  the  ritual 
of  the  Tantras.  There  are  two  chief  divisions  of  them,  Daksinacari  and  Vamacari,  or  right  and  left  hand 
ritualists.  The  worship  of  the  first  is  public,  addressed  to  the  goddesses,  especially  to  forms  of  Durga,  as 
Bhavani  and  Parvati.  The  worship  of  the  latter,  addressed  to  Tantrika  impersonations  of  Durga,  as  Devi, 
Kali,  Syama,  or  a  woman  representing  the  *{faf,  is  private  and  said  to  be  celebrated  with  impure  practices. 


*  i 
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1. 

The  (fixed)  limit  of  days  and  nights  decreases,  0 !  0  heart !  by  joining  the  Guru  thy  business 
is  adjusted.  + 

(2).  This  world  is  in  the  abnormal  state  of  doubt ;  he  who  knows  Brahm  is  saved. 

"Whom  he  having  awakened  makes  drink  this  juice,  by  him  the  inexpressible  story  is  known. 

(3).  For  which  (object)  you  are  come,  that  buy  ye ;  the  indwelling  of  Hari  in  the  heart  is  by  means 
of  the  Guru. 

(If)  in  your  own  house  (his)  residence  (is),  you  will  easily  obtain  comfort,  there  will  not  be  again 
a  turn  of  transmigration. 

(4).  0  heart-knowing  Supreme  Being,  0  disposer  of  the  destiny !  make  full  the  heart's  faith  ! 

Thy  slave  Nanak  asks  this  comfort :  make  me  the  dust  of  the  saints ! 

Om !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

THE  BAG  SIKI  BAG. 
Mahals,  I. ;   Ghar  I.1 
(Caiipadds.y 
I. 
(1).  A  mansion  of  pearls  may  then  be  raised,  with  gems  indeed  it  may  be  studded. 
"With  musk,  kungu,3  aloe-wood  and  sandal-wood  having  plastered  it  he  (i.e.  the  builder)  may  be 
delighted.4 

Having  seen  (it)  likely5  it  (i  e.  the  name)  is  forgotten,  thy  name  does  not  come  into  (his)  mind. 


1. 

Without  Hari  life  is  consumed. 

I  have  asked  my  own  Guru  and  seen,  that  there  is  no  other  place  (but  Hari). 
(2).  The  ground  may  indeed  be  studded  with  diamonds  and  rubies,  on  the  bedstead  rubies  may 
be  set. 

An  enchanting  woman,  with  jewels  on  her  face,  may  glitter  and  make  shows  in  merriment. 

Having  seen  (her)  likely  it  is  forgotten,  thy  name  does  not  come  into  (his)  mind. 

(3).  I  may  beoome  a  Siddh,  I  may  employ  miraculous  power,  I  may  say  to  prosperity :  Come ! 

I  may  sit  down  concealed  (or)  manifest,  thy  people  may  pay  reverence  (to  me). 

Having  seen  (this)  likely  thy  name  does  not  come  into  (my)  mind,  it  is  forgotten. 

(4).  I  may  become  a  Sultan,  and  having  assembled  an  army  I  may  put  my  foot  on  the  throne. 

I  may  obtain  command  and  sit  down ;  0  ITanak !  all  is  wind ! 

Having  seen  (this)  likely  thy  name  does  not  come  into  (my)  mind,  it  is  forgotten. 

1  'aT3  signifies,  according  to  the  unanimous  testimony  of  the  Sikhs,  a  musical  note  or  key,  according  to 
which  these  verses  are  to  be  played  and  sung.  But  the  exact  knowledge  of  it  seems  to  be  lost ;  for  in  spite  of 
many  inquiries,  I  have  never  been  able  to  get  an  accurate  description  of  it. 

2  This  word  xiQ  LR7  is  missing  in  some  MSS. ;  the  verses  are  in  reality  Tripadas.  The  Sikhs  call  the 
Dupadas,  Tripadas  and  Caupadas  generally  sabd. 

3  ^3T,  s.m.  is  a  very  fine  composition,  of  a  red  colour,  made  of  amla  (Sansk.  ^JTJT^Jcfi),  which  women 
apply  to  their  foreheads. 

4  No  person  is  mentioned  ;  it  may  therefore  be  applied  to  the  first  or  third  person  singular. 

0  VfS  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  Jffj  (lest)  ;  V[3  is  the  Sansk.  ij  TJcfH  according  to  my  opinion ;  we 
have  therefore  translated  it  with  likely. 
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Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  I. 
II.1 

(1).  (If  my)  life  (be)  crores,  erores,  if  wind-drinking  (be  my)  nouriture.2 

If  (dwelling)  in  a  cave  I  do  not  see  neither  moon  nor  sun,  (if)  I  have  no  place  for  dreaming  (and) 
sleeping. 

Yet  thy  value  is  not  found  out  (by  me),  how  great  shall  I  call  thy  name  ? 

1.  Pause. 

True  is  the  Formless  in  his  own  place. 

Having  heard,  heard  the  word  (one)  tells  it ;  if  it  pleases  (to  any),  he  longs  (for  it).3 
(2).  (If)  I  he  killed  and  cut  (in  pieces)  repeatedly,  (if)  I  be  ground  on  the  grinding  stone.4 
(If)  I  be  burned  with  fire,  (if)  I  be  reduced  to  ashes  (mixed  with  ashes). 
Yet  thy  value  is  not  found  out  (by  me),  how  great  shall  I  call  thy  name  ? 
(3).  (If)  having  become  a  bird  I  roam  about  and  go  to  a  hundred  heavens. 
(If)  I  do  not  come  into  the  sight  of  any  one,  nor  do  drink  and  eat  anything. 
Yet  thy  value  is  not  found  out  (by  me),  how  great  shall  I  call  thy  name  ? 

(4).  0  Nanak !  if  having  read,  read  a  paper  consisting  of  a  hundred  thousand  maunds  consideration 
(an  idea  of  him) 5  be  made. 

(If)  the  ink  do  not  run  short,  (if)  the  wind  move  the  pen. 

Yet  thy  value  is  not  found  out ;  how  great  shall  I  call  thy  name  ? 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala,  I. 
III. 
(1).  According  to  destiny  one  speaks,6  according  to  destiny  one  eats. 
According  to  destiny  a  way  is  made,  according  to  destiny  one  hears  and  sees. 
According  to  destiny  the  breath  is  taken ;  what  shall  I  go  to  ask  a  learned  man  ? 

1.  Pause. 

0  father,  the  creation  of  Maya  is  deception. 

By  the  blind  one  the  name  is  forgotten;  he  has  neither  this  nor  that  (world). 
(2).  "What  lives,  dies ;  being  born7  it  is  here  (in  this  world)  eaten  up  by  death. 
"Where  having  sat  down  one  is  informed,  there  none  has  gone  with.8 
As  many  weepers  as  there  are,  they  all  bind  together  a  bundle  of  rice-straw.9 

1  On  the  occasion  when  these  verses  are  said  to  have  been  uttered  by  Nanak,  see  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  260. 
'  *iffV*HT©'  explained  by  ^-HA  ;  it  is  the  Sansk.  ^p^T^f,  satiety;  food. 

3  This  line  is  very  intricate,  as  no  subject  whatever  is  indicated.  The  commentary  says :  ^)Jl  foTff  <5 
xJlU-tl  ^  3vft  7*fT  35T@^T  v^>  as  one  has  desire,  so  he  covets  (it). 

4  VTfSi  lengthened  instead  of  \ffg,  having  fallen  (on  the  grinding-stone). 

5  ~S\%  is  here  identical  with  =H<c<">T>  idea,  consideration. 

6  yW<A  y*6cM  =  'SI?5S  yW-^.1  (similarly  nfTfcT^  WfTtf^T) >  the  subject  is,  as  usual,  not  mentioned. 

7  "tUfiW  from  tTT@^I  =  SindhI  <s)  ( MU!  >  to  be  bora. 

8  fiT^  "ErRr  TT3?T'^1fr  where  one,  having  sat  down,  is  informed  j  of  what,  is  not  mentioned.  Very 
likely  it  should  be  supplied :  of  one's  good  and  bad  actions,  for  *T*P?T@5JT  has  this  secondary  signfication : 
to  correct,  to  put  right. 

9  To  bind  up  a  bundle  of  rice-straw  =  to  do  a  useless  business.  Weeping  after  a  dead  person  is  a 
useless  thing. 
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(3).  (Though.)  every  one  says  very  much  and  no  one  says  little. 

(His)  value  is  not  obtained  by  any  one,  by  saying  he  does  not  become  great. 

Thou  alone  art  the  true  Lord ;  of  other  creatures  (there  are)  many  worlds. 

(4).  "Who  are  low-born  amongst  the  low,  who  are  the  lowest  of  the  low. 

In  their  society  and  community  is  Nanak ;  what  emulation  (have  I)  with  the  great  ? 

"Where  the  low  ones  are  cared  for,  there  is  pardon  by  thy  (merciful)  look. 

Sirl  Rag;  mahala  I. 
IV.1 
(1).  Covetousness  is  a  dog,  falsehood  a  sweeper,  food  obtained  by  cheating  carrion. 
Another's  defamation  (is  stirring  up)  another's  dirt,  tale-bearing  fire,  wrath  a  CandaL* 
Enjoyments,  praising  myself,  these  are  my  works,  0  creator  ! 

1.  Pause. 

0  father !  may  (such  things)  be  spoken,  by  which  honour  is  obtained. 

Those  who  do  excellent  works,  are  called  excellent  at  the  gate  (of  God),  those  who  do  low  works,  sit 
outside  and  weep. 

(2).  (There  is)  the  enjoyment  of  gold,  the  enjoyment  of  silver,  the  enjoyment  of  a  fascinating  woman 
(and)  of  the  scent  of  sandal-wood. 

(There  is)  the  enjoyment  of  a  horse,  the  enjoyment  of  a  bed,  the  enjoyment  of  a  palace ;  sweet  is 
the  enjoyment  of  meat. 

So  many  are  the  enjoyments  of  the  body;  how  shall  the  name  dwell  in  (this)  body? 

(3).  That  speech  is  acceptable,  by  which  speech  honour  is  obtained. 

He  who  speaks  insipid  things,  comes  to  grief;  hear,  0  foolish  ignorant  heart ! 

Those,  who  please  him,  are  good ;  what  will  the  others  say  ? 

(4).  They  have  understanding,  they  have  honour,  they  have  wealth  in  their  lap,  in  whose  heart  he 
(God)  is  contained. 

What  for  praising  them  ?  is  any  one  (else)  beautiful  ? 

0  Nanak !  without  (his)  glance  they  are  not  fond  of  giving  nor  of  the  name. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  I. 
V. 
(1).  A  ball  of  intoxication,  of  falsehood  is  given  by  the  giver.3 
The  intoxicated  forget  death,  they  enjoy  themselves  four  days. 
The  True  one  is  found  by  those  Sofis,  who  keep  fast  his  court. 

1.  Pause. 
0  Nanak !  know  the  True  one  as  true  ! 

By  whose  service  comfort  is  obtained  and  (one)  goes  to  thy  threshold  with  honour. 
(2).  He  is  outwardly  true  liquor  of  molasses,4  in  whom  the  true  name  is. 

1  The  following  verses  Nanak  is  said  to  have  uttered  in  conversation  with  the  Pandits  of  Benares. — See 
Sikhl  de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  298. 

2  The  way  in  which  the  Sikh  Pandits  explain  the  Granth  may  be  seen  from  the  Sikha  de  raj  di  vithia, 
p.  299,  where  the  following  explanation  is  given  :  VTJT'Srt' t^TT  f%*TZT  fh  3JTT  Jlf3T35  ^3135  ^  THT75  ^ 
"  another's  defamation  is  dirt,  wrath  is  fire,  it  is  like  a  Candal."  The  Pandit  in  question  did  not  understand 
the  meaning  of  3Tfcf  f{^(t ,  and  he  therefore  simply  left  them  out. 

3  The  giver  here  is  God,  who  deludes  by  his  Maya. 

'  A  strong  liquor  is  distilled  from  3JW>  or  molasses. 
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I  sacrifice  myself  for  those,  who  hear  and  explain  (it). 

Then  the  heart  is  known  as  drunk,  when  it  obtains  a  place  in  the  palace  (of  God). 
(3).  When  the  name  is  the  water  (to  bathe  in),  good  actions  (and)  truth  the  scent  of  sandal-wood  on 
the  body. 

Then  the  face  becomes  bright ;  the  gifts  of  the  one  giver  are  Lakhs. 

Pain  is  ordered  from  the  part  of  him,  with  whom  comfort  rests. 

(4).  Why  is  he  forgotten  from  the  mind,  whose  the  life  of  the  creatures  is? 

"Without  him  all  is  impure,  whatever  there  is  of  clothing  and  food. 

All  other  words  are  false ;  what  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  is  acceptable. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 
VI. 
(1).  Having  burnt  the  love  (of  the  world)  rub  it  and  make  it  ink;  make  understanding  the  best  paper. 
Make  love  the  pen,  make  the  mind  the  writer ;  having  asked  the  Guru,  write  the  decision. 
Write  the  name,  write  (its)  praise,  write  that  which  has  no  end  nor  limit. 

1.  Pause. 
0  father !  know  to  write  this  account ! 

Where  account  will  be  asked,  there  will  be  made  the  true  sign  (or  signature). 
(2).  Where  greatness  will  be  obtained,  always  pleasure  and  delight. 
(There)  from  their  face  marks  will  issue,  in  whose  heart  the  true  name  is. 
If  it  does  accrue1  by  destiny,  then  it  is  obtained,  not  by  prattle  of  words. 
(3).  Some  come,  some  rise  and  go,  to  whom  the  name  of  chieftain  is  given. 
Some  are  born  as  beggars,  some  have  great  courts. 

Having  gone  onwards  (to  the  other  world)  it  will  be  known,  that  without  the  name  there  is  change 
of  form.2 

(4).  Out  of  thy  fear  dread  is  very  great ;  being  consumed,  being  consumed,  the  body  becomes  tattered. 
Those  who  had  the  name  of  Sultan  and  Khan,  have  been  seen  becoming  ashes. 
0  Nanak !  when  one  has  risen  and  departed,  all  false  love  breaks  down. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 
VII. 
(1).  All  juices  are  sweet  by  minding  (the  name),  (all  are)  seasoned  by  hearing  (it). 
The  acid  (juices)  will  go  off  by  uttering  (the  name)  with  the  mouth,  by  the  sound3  they  are  made  spices. 
On  whom  he  looks  in  mercy,  to  him  the  thirty-six  kinds  of  food4  are  one  substance.6 

1.  Pause. 

0  father !  other  food  is  a  poor  pleasure. 

By  the  eating  of  which  the  body  is  pained  and  disorder  rules  in  the  mind. 

(2).  lied  clothing  is  a  red  heart;6  whiteness  (of  clothes),  truthfulness  and  donation. 

1  The  words  SnjfH  f*K&  3T  VTg^"  must  thus  be  constructed  :  %  f*T©  WSfv{  3T  VTfffaft  • 

2  %5TT3»  change  of  form,  etc.,  implies  here  transmigration.     He  who  is  not  imbued  in  the  name,  will  be 
subject  to  a  course  of  transmigration. 

3  The  <">!■£,  sound,  denotes  here  "%Vt\a(  id,  uttering  Om ! 

4  *HfH3  means  here  food. 

6  On  the  occasion  when  these  verses  are  said  to  have  been  uttered,  see  Sikha  de  raj  dl  vithia,  p.  293. 
6  <T3T  has  a  double  meaning:  red,  and  steeped  in  love  (to  God) ;  the  latter  is  here  understood. 
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Blueness  and  blackness  (of  clothes),  wicked  actions;  putting  on  clothes,  meditation  on  the  feet 
(of  Hari). 

The  waistband  is  made  of  contentment,  wealth  and  youth  is  thy  name. 

Pause. 
0  father !  other  clothing  is  a  poor  pleasure. 

By  the  putting  on  of  which  the  body  is  pained  and  disorder  rules  in  the  mind.  . 
(3).  To  have  a  knowledge  of  a  horse's  saddle,  of  a  golden  back-strap,1  this  is  thy  way. 
Quiver,  arrow,  bow,  sword-belt  are  the  constituent  parts  of  virtue  (with  thee). 
A  musical  instrument,  a  spear,  appearing  publicly  with  honour,  (this)  is  thy  business,  0  my  caste  !2 


0  father!  other3  mounting  is  a  poor  pleasure. 

By  which  mounting  the  body  is  pained  and  disorder  rules  in  the  mind. 

(4).  (My)  house  and  mansion  is  the  delight  in  (thy)  name,  thy  (merciful)  look  my  family. 

That  is  (thy)  order,  which  will  please  thee,  (though  there  be)  other  very  boundless  talk. 

0  Nanak !  the  true  king  does  not  ask  nor  deliberate. 

Pause. 
0  father !  other  sleeping  is  a  poor  pleasure. 
By  which  sleep  the  body  is  pained  and  disorder  rules  in  the  mind. 

Sin  Rag  ;  mahala  I. 

VIII. 

(1).  A  body  (besmeared)  with  kungu,  adorned  with  jewels,  perfume  of  aloe-wood,  the  breath  (kept 
fast)  in  the  body. 

The  mark  of  the  sixty-eight  Tlrthas  in  the  face — in  this  there  is  display  of  little  wisdom. 
In  that  is  wisdom  :  praising  the  true  name,  the  abode  of  (all)  excellences. 

Pause. 
0  father!  other  wisdom,  other  and  other: 

If  it  be  practised  a  hundred  times,  it  is  the  false  effort  of  the  false  ones. 

(2).  He  (=one)  may  apply  himself  to  worship,  he  may  be  called  a  Plr,  the  whole  world  may  flock 
to  him. 

He  may  make  his  own  name  famous,  he  may  be  counted  amongst  the  Siddhs. 

"When  his  (honour)  does  not  fall  into  account  (before  God),  all  (his)  worship  is  (but)  a  wretched  thing. 

(3).  Those  who  are  established  by  the  true  Guru,4  nobody  can  efface. 

Within  them  is  the  abode  of  the  name,  by  the  name  they  will  become  manifest. 

(By  whom)  the  name  is  worshipped,  the  name  is  minded,  they  are  always  unbroken5  and  true. 

(4).  "When  dust  is  mingled  with  dust,  what  will  become  of  the  soul  ? 

1  TltTfe  (Pers.  cl-^Lj)  is  the  Sindhi  TJT^TfT .  a  back-strap  of  a  horse,  merely  put  on  for  ornament's  sake. 

2  Nanak  is  said  to  have  uttered  these  verses  on  being'  asked  by  his  father  Kalu  to  mount  a  horse  and  to 
go  home. — See  Sikha  de  raj  etc.,  p.  294.  , 

3  The  word  ^3,  other,  does  not  quite  agree  with  the  preceding  verse,  and  seems  to  be  a  mere  repetition 
without  any  reference  to  the  context.    The  sense  is  :  this  and  all  such  other  mounting. 

4  The  Sikhs  always  now  refer  the  words  *rf3  3TTJ  to  their  Guru,  as  an  incarnation  of  the  Deity. 
1  Hflfei  unbroken,  not  subject  to  death  (f^RT  WT  TTCT  T  ^f)- 

4 
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All  clevernesses  are  burnt  (with  the  body) ;  it  rises  and  goes  weeping. 

0  Nanak  !  the  name  being  forgotten  what  will  become  (of  it)  when  having  gone1  to  the  gate  (of  God)  ? 

Siri  Rag  ;  maliala  I. 
IX. 
(1).  The  virtues,  of  the  virtuous  woman  are  spread  (abroad),  the  vicious  woman  pines. 
If  the  fascinating  woman  longs  for  her  husband,  there  is  no  meeting  (with  him),  the  friend  (=husband) 
is  hard-hearted. 

There  is  no  boat  nor  buoy,  he  is  not  obtained,  tbe  friend  is  far  off. 

Pause. 
My  perfect  Lord  is  motionless  on  his  throne. 

If  he  makes  the  disciple2  perfect,  the  True  and  Unweighable  one  is  obtained. 
(2).  The  palace  of  my  Lord  Hari  is  beautiful ;  in  it  are  gems  and  rubies. 
His  castle  of  pearls,  pure  diamonds  and  gold,  is  delightful. 
"Without  a  ladder  how  shall  I  ascend  to  (his)  castle  ? 
I  am  happy  by  the  meditation  on  Hari  (my)  Guru. 

(3).  The  Guru3  is  the  ladder,  the  Guru  is  the  boat,  the  Guru  is  the  buoy,  the  name  of  Hari. 
The  Guru  is  the  pond,  the  sea,  the  boat,  the  Guru  is  the  Tlrtha  and  the  sea. 
If  she  pleases  him,  she  is  bright,  she  goes  to  bathe  in  the  true  tank. 
(4).  He  is  called  brimful,4  dwelling  on  a  full  throne. 
(Dwelling)  in  a  full,  beautiful  place,  he  fulfils  the  hope  of  the  hopeless. 
0  Nanak  !  if  he  is  found  full,  how  shall  his  qualities  diminish  ? 

Siri  Rug ;  mahala  I. 
X. 
xl).  Come,  sister,  cling  to  my  neck,  (cling)  to  my  breast,  0  dear  companion! 
Having  joined  (me)  tell  (me)  stories  about  thy  powerful  sweetheart  (husband). 
In  the  true  Lord  are  all  virtues,  in  us  are  all  vices. 

Pause. 
0  creator !  every  one  is  in  thy  power. 

One  word  should  be  considered :  when  thou  art,  what  are  the  others  ? 
(2).  Go  ask  the  woman  beloved  by  her  husband  :  by  what  cleverness  is  he  enjoyed  by  you? 
"  Easily  with  contentment  she  is  adorned,  who  speaks  sweetly. 

The  sweet  friend  is  then  met  with,  when  I  hear  the  word  (instruction)  of  the  Guru." 
(3).  How  many  are  thy  powers,  how  great  is  thy  donation? 
How  many  are  thy  living  creatures,  who  praise  thee  day  and  night  ? 
How  many  are  thy  forms  and  colours,  how  many  the  high-born  and  the  outcasts  ? 
(4).  If  the  True  one  is  found,  comfort5  springs  up  (in  the  heart) ;  the  true  ones  are  absorbed  into 
the  True  one. 

1  J|fy*HT  mist  be  read  jrfEWT  (in  having  gone),  but  in  all  such  cases  the  Anusvara  is  never  placed. 

2  As  the  word  jrg  signifies  also  God,  3T3Jffvf  may  denote  a  man  who  turns  his  face  towards  God,  a 
seeker  of  God. 

3  The  Guru  is  here  the  Gurdev  (the  incarnate  Guru).     This  is  shown  by  the  whole  context. 
*  VHT,  full,  denotes  in  reference  to  God  :  all-filling,  all-pervading  and  perfect  in  himself. 

1J&  signifies  here  comfort,  joy. 
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If  attention  is  made,  honour  springs  up ;  by  the  -words  of  the  Guru  he  (=one)  eats  up  his  fear. 
0  Nanak !  the  true  king  himself  unites  (him  with  himself). 

Sir^Baff  ;  mahala  I. 

XI. 

(1).  It  has  come  to"  a  good  issue,1  that  I  have  been  saved,  (that)  egotism  has  died  away  from  (my) 
house  (=body). 

The  messengers  (of  Tama)  render  service  again,  (because  I  have)  faith  in  the  true  Guru. 

He  who  abandons  his  own  volitions2  is  an  idle  talker;  the  True  one  (alone)  is  without  concern. 

Pause. 

0  heart !  if  the  True  one  is  found,  fear  departs. 
How  shall  (one)  become  without  dread  and  fear  ? 

The  disciple  is  absorbed  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(2).  How  much  utterance  (of  the  name)  is  made  (and  yet)  in  uttering  no  end  is  reached ! 

How  many  are  the  beggars !  he  alone  is  the  bountiful. 

By  the  indwelling  in  the  heart  of  him,  whose  the  life  of  the  creatures  is,  comfort  is  obtained. 

(3).  The  world  is  a  dream,  (in  which)  a  play  is  made ;  for  a  moment  he  (God)  makes  her  play  the  play. 

United  (by  God),  those  who  are  alike,  meet  together,  separated  (by  God)  they  rise  and  go. 

What  has  pleased  him,  that  is  done,  anything  else  cannot  be  done. 

(4).  Bythe  disciple  the  thing3  (i.e.  the  name  of  Hari)  is  purchased,  (this  is)  true  trade-stock,  true  capital. 

By  whom  the  true  (stock)  is  sold,  praise  to  that  perfect  Guru  ! 

0  Nanak !  he  will  recognize  (know)  the  thing,  who  traffics  in  truth. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

XII. 

(1).  A  metal  is  again  joined  to  a  metal,  he  who  praises  is  absorbed  into  the  object  of  praise. 

Apply  (to  thyself)  deep  red,4  thick,  true  colour ! 

The  True  one  is  found  by  the  contented,  having  uttered  "Hari"  with  one  mind. 

Pause. 

0  brother,  (become)  the  dust  of  the  holy  people ! 

In  the  assembly  of  the  saints  the  Guru  (=God)  is  obtained,  (final)  liberation  and  the  cow  of  all  things.5 

(2).  High  and  beautiful  is  (his)  place,  above  is  the  palace  of  Murari.6 

By  true  (=good)  works  the  gate  of  the  house  and  palace  of  the  beloved  is  obtained. 

The  mind  of  the  disciple  is  instructed  having  reflected  on  the  Supreme  Spirit.7 

1  sJWY  M6\  f%»  i-e-  diS\  3R5  ff3\  %»  literally :  a  good  thing  has  been  effected,  that. 

2  3T351T  frPJ)  ld|Y  must  here  be  taken  in  the  sense  of:  he  who  says  or  pretends,  that  he  is  abandoning 
his  volitions  or  designs. 

3  ^+|^,  as  often  used  in  the  Granth,  signifies  the  thing  icar  i^o^rjv,  i.e.  the  name  of  Hari. 

*  64IW  JIWIW  ;  both  are  adjectives  (for  3T55T35  is  also  used  as  adjective)  signifying  " red." 

•  V^lcTEr  *R5  is  identical  with  3TH  ^JJ'  the  cow  tnat  g1"*11*8  flU  wishes.    V^T'5^'  signifies  in  Hindu! 
also :  all  things. 

S  *idlfd  (fl\Tf^)>.  the  enemy  of  Mura  (a  Daitya),  name  of  Vishnu  or  Krishna  =  God. 
'  WT3T3TH  (the  same  as  1fiJ^13*rT),  Sansk.  -41|<4J1<JT,  the  Supreme  Spirit.    It  denotes  the  world- 
soul  (enjoying  itself),  identified  with  Vishnu  or  Hari. 
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(3).  If  the  threefold  work '  be  practised,  there  arises  hope  and  anxiety. 

How  shall  without  the  Guru  the  triad2  cease  to  be ?  by  being  united  with  the  self-existing,3  comfort 
arises. 

(By  whom)  in  his  own  house  his  (God's)  palace  is  recognized  to  be,  he  washes  off  his  dirt  (sin),  if 
he  (God)  looks  (on  him)  in  mercy. 

(4).  Without  the  Guru  the  dirt  does  not  go  off ;  without  Hari  how  is  there  perfume  in  the  house  ? 

(By  whom)  the  one  word  {i.e.  the  name)  is  reflected  upon,  he  gives  up  (all)  other  hope. 

0  Nanak !  (by  whom)  he  {i.e.  Hari)  is  seen  and  pointed  out  (to  me),  (for  him)  I  always  sacrifice  myself. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

XIII. 

(1).  Woe  to  the  life  of  the  unfavoured  woman,  she  is  ruined  by  second  love.1 

Like  a  wall  impregnated  with  saltpetre  day  and  night  falls  and  tumbles  down  (so  she  goes  to  ruin). 

Without  the  word  (=name)  no  comfort  arises,  without  the  beloved  pain  does  not  go. 

Pause. 

0  handsome  young  woman  !  what  is  decoration  without  the  beloved  ? 

At  the  gate  thou  obtainest  no  entrance  to  the  house,  at  the  threshold  the  false  one  is  wretched. 
(2).  He  himself  the  wise  one  is  not  mistaken,  he  is  a  true,  great  husbandman. 
First  having  brought  the  soil  in  order  he  sows  the  seed  of  the  name  (in  it).6 
The  nine  treasures  are  produced  (from)  the  one  name,  (according  to)  destiny  the  sign  ( =lot)  falls. 
(3).  The  wise  one,  who  does  not  know  the  Guru,  what  is  his  wisdom  and  good  conduct  ? 
By  the  blind  the  name  is  forgotten,  in  the  self-willed  is  great  mistiness.6 
His  coming  and  going  does  not  cease ;  having  died  he  is  born  (again)  and  becomes  wretched. 
(4).  Sandal-wood  has  been  bought,  kungu  and  red  lead  for  the  parting-line  of  the  hair. 
Yery  much  perfume,'  camphor  with  betel-leaves. 

If  the  woman  does  not  please  the  sweetheart,"  all  (this)  apparatus  is  useless. 
(5).  The  enjoyment  of  all  pleasures  is  useless,  all  ornaments  are  an  abnormal  thing. 
As  long  as  she  is  not  perforated 9  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  how  shall  she  receive  honour  at  the 
gate  of  the  Guru  ? 

0  Nanak  !  those  favoured  women  are  blessed,  who  are  in  love  with  their  husband. w 

1  fcffyfM  77H  is  ^f^rl  (what  is  collected,  heaped  up),  TTTT3^  (what  hats  been  commenced),  and 
f^flTnir  (what  is  being  done). 

2  Icfg*^  (formed  from  the  Sansk.  f^tud,  having  three  heads  or  horns),  triad,  the  three  qualities  JT3 
(*ni  =  *p^,  the  true  nature,  the  quality  of  goodness),  Syf  (X^J=  <<Jt<^,  passion),  and  3^  (fUT  =  rR^.» 
darkness),  inherent  in  all  that  is  created. 

3  *1vJ-ri,  the  same  as  ^TTlf%<fl.  self-existing,  an  attribute  of  the  Supreme  Being;  but  it  may  also  be 
translated  by:  composure  {of  mind)  ;  composure  {of  mind)  being  obtained. 

4  ^ifTT  ~3T@,  second  love  (other  than  the  love  of  God)  =  worldly  love ;  duality. 

5  <.I<A  is  here,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  =  ^12TT,  grain,  seed. 

6  WP1  aprnjj  a  frequent  expression  in  the  Granth :  deep  darkness  or  mistiness  (  iLc). 

7  tf*H7  r3*.A,  name  of  a  perfume,  ^JtfT  (Amaranthus  oleaceus)  and  rJ'^A,  sandal- wood  ground 
together  to  a  paste. 

8  %  TO  ${3  7>  3l<5ifl;  Sjf?  is  here  neither  Ablative  nor  Locative,  but  stands  for  j^fij  (Dative). 

9  3«6C\T,  v.a.  To  perforate,  to  split ;  in  the  passive :  to  be  perforated  =  to  be  thoroughly  imbued  in. 
10  JJH  is  a  Sindbi  word  (*HF)>  and  signifies  properly :  bridegroom. 
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Sirl  Rag ;  makata  I. 
XIV. 
(1).  Empty  and  frightful  is  the  body,  wBen  the  soul  (or  life)  departs  from  it. 
The  burning  fire  is  extinguished,  not  any  smoke  has  issued  from  it.1 
The  five  (elements)2  have  wept,  filled  with  pain,  they  are  destroyed  by  second  love. 

Pause. 

0  fool !  mutter  Hari,  remembering  his  qualities. 

Egotism  and  selfishness  is  captivating,  the  whole  (world)  is  ruined  by  egotism. 

(2).  By  whom  the  name  is  forgotten,  having  stuck  to  another  business  : 

They,  by  giving  themselves  to  duality,3  are  consumed  and  dead ;  in  their  heart  is  the  fire  of  thirst. 

Those  are  saved,  who  are  preserved  by  the  Guru,  the  others  are  cheated  and  deceived  by  their 
(worldly)  business.4 

(8).  Dead  is  friendship,  love  is  gone,  enmity  and  opposition  is  dead. 

("Worldly)  business  is  stopped,  egotism  is  dead,  selfishness  and  wrath 'is  absorbed. 

It  is  owing  to  destiny  that  the  True  one  is  obtained;  the  disciple  is  always  suppressing  (his  senses). 

(4).  By  true  work  the  True  one  is  found,  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Guru  he  falls  into  the  skirt  (of  the 
disciple). 

That  man  is  not  born  (again)  nor  does  he  die,  he  does  not  come  nor  go. 

0  Kanak !  he  who  is  foremost  at  the  gate,  he  will  go  dressed  to  the  threshold  (of  God).5 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  I. 
XV. 

(1).  The  body  being  burnt  has  become  earth,  the  mind  by  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  (like)  dross. 

The  (old)  vices  have  again  clung  to  it,  the  cruel  ones  sound  (again)  the  trumpet. 

"Without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  (or  the  mind)  is  brought  into  error,  duality  sinks  the  boat's  load. 

Pause. 

0  mind !  be  attentive  to  the  word  and  cross  (thereby)  over ! 

By  whom  the  name  proceeding  from  the  mouth  of  the  Guru  is  not  understood,  he,  having  died,  is 
born  (again),  he  comes  and  goes. 

(2).  That  is  called  a  pure  body,  in  which  the  true  name  is. 

(Such  a)  body  is  steeped  in  true  fear  (of  God),  the  tongue  has  a  true  taste. 

(If)  it  (i.e.  the  body)  is  looked  upon  with  a  true  glance  (of  mercy),  it  will  not  get  into  distress  again. 

1  3TfvT  yW^I  !  life  is  compared  to  a  burning  fire,  which  is  extinguished  without  leaving  any  trace  of 
its  existence. 

a  The  five  are  here  the  elements  (rf^T).  viz. :  TT^SfY  (earth),  SJ^f  (water),  3)fa  (fire),  ^T5T  (breath), 
"4)1"+ 1 ^T  (ether),  of  which  the  body  is  composed  according  to  Hindu  notion.  Tlie  Sikhs  refer  the  five  to 
5JTIT  (lust),  5"tT  (wrath),  W3  (covetousness),  *RT  (infatuation),  UoJTcJ  (selfishness). 

3  ^.fyMl  has  in  the  Granth  not  the  sense  of  doubt,  but  retains  its  original  meaning :  duality,  twofold- 
ness  (Sansk.  ^feJ'VZi),  like  ^fT  '3 1  @  • 

4  *HtT  W3^  3*1  "3fJT  must  be  constructed  thus :  ufg  Sf3[  JTg\  ^ ;  3^  is  fern,  (supply  *5fs),  "Sfa 
is  part,  past  conj. 

5  ^Q  IfgTTTRS  foremost  at  the  gate  (of  the  Guru),  i.e.  quite  given  to  the  attention  and  service  of  the 
Guru.    ?hn,  dressed,  i.e.  in  a  dress  of  honour  (c^Ji&-). 
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(3).  From  the  True  one  wind  (air)  has  proceeded,  from  the  wind  water  has  been  engendered. 

From  water  the  three  worlds  have  been  made,  into  every  body  light  is  infused.1 

The  pure  does  not  become  defiled ;  by  him,  who  is  steeped  in  the  word,  honour  is  obtained. 

(4).  This  mind  is  contented  in  the  True  one,  (if)  he  (God)  casts  upon  it  a  look  of  mercy. 

The  five  beings 2  are  steeped  in  true  fear,  there  is  true  light  in  the  mind. 

0  Nanak !  the  vices  are  forgotten ;  those  who  are  protected  by  the  Guru  (obtain)  honour. 

Sir i  Rag;  mahala  I. 

XVI. 

(1).  0  Nanak !  on  the  boat  of  the  True  one  there  is  crossing  over  by  means  of  reflection  on  the  Guru.' 

Some  come,  some  go,  quite  full  of  selfishness. 

The  intoxicated  with  obstinacy  of  mind  are  drowned,  the  disciple  that  True  one  is  bringing  across. 


How  shall  it  be  crossed  without  the  Guru,  (how)  shall  comfort  be  obtained  ? 
As  it  is  pleasing  (to  thee),  so  keep  me,  I  have  none  other. 

(2).  If  I  look  before  me,  there  is  a  conflagration  of  the  jungle,4  on  my  back  there  are  green  sprouts. 
By  whom  it  is  produced,  by  him  it  is  destroyed,  in  every  body  (vessel)  the  True  one  is  brimful. 
He  himself  (also)  unites  to  union5  (with  himself),  to  his  true  palace  and  presence  (he  conveys). 
(3).  At  every  breath  I  remember  thee,  I  never  forget  thee. 
As,  as  the  Lord  dwells  in  the  mind,  (so,  so)  the  disciple  drinks  nectar. 
Mind  and  body  are  thine,  thou  art  the  Lord,  having  removed  pride  thou  indwellest. 
(4).  By  whom  this  world  is  produced,  having  made  the  forms  (beings)  of  the  three  worlds. 
(His)  light  is  known  by  the  disciple,  (whereas)  the  self-willed  is  bewildered  in  mistiness. 
The  light  (which  is)  unintermittingly  in  every  body,  he  comprehends,  who  bears  in  mind  the  wisdom 
of  the  Guru.6 

(5).  The  disciples,  by  whom  it  {i.e.  the  light)  is  known,  are  applauded. 

They  are  united  with  the  True  one,  they  manifest  the  qualities  of  the  True  one. 

0  Nanak !  by  the  name  they  are  contented,  their  soul  and  body  is  with  the  Lord. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  I. 

XVII. 

( 1 ).  Hear,  0  heart !  0  beloved  friend !  be  united  (with  the  Supreme  Being),  this  is  the  time. 
As  long  as  there  is  there  the  breath  of  youth,  give  (him)  this  body ! 
"Without  virtue  it  is  of  no  use,  the  body  decaying  is  reduced  to  ashes  again. 

1  This  is  not  quite  in  accordance  with  the  cosmogonies  of  the  Puranas ;  see  Vishnu  Purana,  p.  16,  note  25. 

2  ife  4J3,  the  five  beings  (not  elements),  i.e.  STR,  SHL  M.  *Ht,  <J°)\6,  which  are  personified. 

3  JdAI)  to  cross  (the  ocean  of  existence) ;  the  crossing  is  made  possible  by  reflection  or  meditation 
(Qc^JIdAl)  on  the  Guru,  who  is  the  mediator  of  salvation. 

4  ST©1,  ».m.  a  burning  of  the  jungle,  jj#  tT%,  literally :  a  conflagration  of  the  jungle  is  burning. 

J  5tf?5  f*1<»lQcM  is  a  frequent  expression  in  the  Granth  ;  ^fe  is  the  Locative  of  ^&,  union,  so 
that  %fe  t»1«>lGcvi  literally  signifies :  to  unite  in  or  to  union  (with  himself) ;  from  the  Supreme  Being 
all  emanates  and  into  it  all  is  again  reunited. 

6  "?%  <»Jd*lf3  AT?  5  these  words  are  very  comprehensive ;  JfTJ  is  =  *n§  (from  *lld<M),  to  keep  in 
mind,  to  think  or  reflect  upon  (Sindhi :  HTT*jJ>  Sansk.  3g|\"j). 
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Pause. 

0  my  heart !  having  obtained  (this)  profit  go  to  thy  house  ! 

(If)  by  the  disciple  the  name  is  praised,<*he  fire  of  egotism  is  removed. 

(2).  (If)  having  heard,  heard  a  literary  composition  be  made,1  (if)  having  written  and  read  a  load, 
one  understand  it. 

His  thirst  is  day  and  night  very  great,  (as  there  is  in  him)  the  disease  and  abnormal  state  of  egotism. 

He  (i.e.  God)  is  without  concern,  unweighable,  (but)  the  wisdom  of  the  Guru  calculates  his  (God's) 
value.2 

(3).  (If)  I  acquire  lakhs  of  clevernesses,  friendship  and  intimacy  with  lakhs  (of  people). 

"Without  the  society  of  the  saint3  I  am  not  satiated,  without  the  name  I  have  pain  and  aflliction. 

Having  muttered  Hari  in  the  heart,  (final)  emancipation  is  obtained,  the  disciple  recognizes  his 
own.  self. 

(4).  Body  and  heart  is  sold  to  the  Guru,  the  heart  is  given  with  the  head. 

By  the  disciple  the  three  worlds  are  searched  through,  searching  and  looking  about. 

He,  who  is  united" to  union  (with  God)  by  the  true  Guru,  he,  0  Nanak !  is  with  the  Lord. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahdla  I. 
XVIII. 

(1).  There  is  no  anxiety  about  death,  no  hope  of  life. 

Thou  takest  care  of  all  creatures,  thou  countest  their  breath  and  morsel. 

"Within  the  disciple  thou  dwellest,  as  it  pleases  (thee),  so  thou  determinest.4 


0  heart !  muttering  Earn,  the  mind  is  soothed. 

In  the  heart  grudge  is  burnt  and  extinguished,  by  the  disciple  divine  knowledge  is  obtained. 
(2).  (If)  the  state  of  the  heart  be  known,  if  the  Guru  be  joined,  fear  ceases. 
From  which  house,  when  being  dead,  one  must  depart,  in  that,  whilst  living,  kill  thyself  and  die ! 
From  the  unbeaten,  beautiful  sound  he  (i.e.  Hari)  is  obtained,  by  means  of  reflection  on  the  Guru.5 
(3).  If  the  unbeaten  sound  is  obtained,  egotism  is  annihilated. 
For  him,  who  serves  his  own  true  Guru,  I  always  sacrifice  myself. 

Standing  at  the  threshold  (of  God)  he  is  dressed  (with  a  dress  of  honour),  in  whose  mouth  the 
name  of  Hari  dwells. 

(4).  "Where  I  see,  there  he  is  diffused,  there  is  union  of  Shiva  and  of  his  Shaktis.6 

1  <M^c\  J?^>cM ;  jfrSc!S  (=Sansk.  'KCm^j,  binding  together,  making  a  3rEf  (literary  composition). 
3  THT  is  here  a  verb,  J?7d<M  >  to  compute,  to  calculate.     As  regards  the  verbal  forms,  I  must  refer  to 
my  Grammar  to  the  Granth,  which  I  intend  to  publish,  as  it  would  carry  me  too  far  to  explain  in  notes  all 
the  different  grammatical  forms. 

3  frnT>  when  used  in  the  singular,  often  denotes  the  Guru. 

*  fXdti  IiHcNI  is  traditionally  explained  by  the  Sikhs  =  fed  A I  ST375T>  to  judge,  to  determine.  Its 
etymology  is  obscure  (perhaps  identical  with  the  Hindi  f^gjfqtjf,  fsfgrftf  =  fiT'=j'?r). 

6  n{7iU^  is  the  same  As  JJfSvJ3T>  unbeaten.  The  sound  not  produced  by  beating  (a  drum,  etc.)  is 
said  to  be  produced  in  the  ^Jl^t  '&WT3  or  tenth  gate  (of  the  human  hody),  i.e.  the  vault  of  the  head, 
where  the  vital  breath,  by  the  practice  of  Jog,  is  concentrated,  and  where  that  sound  is  believed  to  be  produced 
thereby.    *HAU-<£  TOt is  the  same  as  IJf25*R  MH-i- 

6  About  the  Shaktis  of  Mahadeva  or  Shiva,  see  Vishnu  Purana,  p.  51,  note  4.  Riidra  (  =  Shiva)  is  with 
his  energies  an  agent  in  creation. 
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Ia  three  qualities l  the  body  is  bound  up ;  he  who  has  come  into  the  world  is  a  sport. 
By  separation  (from  God)  they  are  separated  in  pain,  the  self-willed  do  not  obtain  union  (with  God). 
(5).  If  the  mind  retired  from  the  world  dwell  in  its  (own)  house  (body),  if  it  be  imbued  with  true 
fear  (of  God). 

It  enjoys  the  great  delight  of  divine  knowledge,  it  will  not  again  become  hungry. 
0  Nanak  !  kill  this  (thy)  mind  and  be  united  (to  God),  there  will  not  be  again  pain. 

Sin  Rag;  mahala  I.    , 
XIX. 

(1).  This  mind  is  foolish  and  covetous,  given  to  and  allured  by  covetousness. 

The  Sakta  (worshipper  of  the  Shakti)  is  not  affected  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  in  foolishness  he 
is  coming  and  going. 

If  a  Sadh  (holy  man)  meet  with  the  true  Guru,  the  abode  of  qualities  {i.e.  the  Supreme  Being) 
is  obtained  (by  him). 


0  (my)  mind !  give  up  egotism  and  pride  ! 

Having  served  Hari,  the  Guru,  the  ocean,  thou  wilt  obtain  honour  at  the  threshold. 

(2).  Having  muttered  the  name  of  Earn  day  and  night,  the  disciple  knows  the  wealth  of  Hari. 

All  comforts  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  taste  of  Hari;  in  the  assembly  of  the  saints  divine 
knowledge  is  obtained. 

(By  whom)  always,  day  and  night,  the  Lord  Hari  is  worshipped,  (to  him)  the  name  is  given  by  the 
true  Guru. 

(3).  By  the  dog  falsehood  is  practised;  by  reviling  the  Guru  he  is  wasted  and  consumed. 

Erring  he  wanders  about,  he  has  much  pain ;  Tama  having  killed  (him),  makes  him  a  threshing-floor.2 

The  self-willed  obtains  no  comfort,  the  disciple  (obtains)  comfort  and  splendour.3 

(4).  Here  (in  this  world)  business  is  pushed  on,  (but)  the  writ  of  the  True  one  is  authoritative. 

He  is  the  friend  (of)  Hari  who  serves  the  Guru ;  by  the  agency  of  the  Guru  he  is  foremost. 

0  Nanak!  who  does  not  forget  the  name,  he  (is)  conspicuous4  by  (this)  true  work. 

Sin  Rag  ;  mahala  I. 

XX. 

(1).  If  but  a  little  the  beloved  be  forgotten,  there  is  great  sickness  in  the  mind  (produced). 

How  shall  honour  at  the  threshold  be  obtained,  when  Hari  dues  not  dwell  in  the  mind  ? 

By  meeting  with  the  Guru  comfort  is  obtained,  the  fire  dies,  the  (three)  qualities  are  absorbed.5 

Pause. 

0  mind,  day  and  night  remember  the  qualities  of  Hari  ! 

Those  men  are  rare  in  the  world,  by  whom  the  name  is  not  a  single  moment  forgotten. 

1  The  three  qualities  are  ?13>  <JiT>  !5M- 

2  i.e.  He  beats  him  hard  like  a  threshing-floor. 

3  +JsMA  =  Sansk.  ?f  +  W^>  splendour,  lustre. 

*  <C\*Mc\  may  here  be  translated  by  "conspicuous"  (literally,  a  flag) ;  true  work  (Sansk.  ^ft^  «R^)  =not 
forgetting  the  name — is  that  which  has  a  real  value  or  merit.  By  not  forgetting  the  name,  a  man  becomes 
honoured  at  the  threshold  of  Hari.  But  jffafltS  may  a'so  ue  taken  =  jf|*ngfc,  he  attends  to,  is  intent  on 
(with  the  Locative)  true  work. 

5  3J5  ^nfvT-    HTfir  is  here  verb  (^|GcNl  =  7TOlGcM>  to  be  absorbed)  and  not  postposition  (in). 
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(2).  (If)  light  be  united  with  the  source  of  light,  there  is  conjunction  of  the  intelligence  with  the 
principle  of  intelligence.1 

By  the  destruction  of  egotism  they  are  gone,  there  are  no  (longer)  doubt  and  grief. 

In  which  disciple's  mind  Hari  dwells,  his  union  (with  Hari)  the  Guru  brings  about. 

(3).  If  I  make  (my)  body  (like  that)  of  a  fascinating  woman,  the  enj oyer  will  enjoy  (it). 

With  that  love  should  not  be  made,  that  appears  as  transitory. 

That  Lord  is  the  husband  of  the  bed,  he  dallies  (with)  the  disciple  (as  with)  a  beloved  woman. 

(4).  Having  removed  the  four  fires2  by  throwing  the  water  of  Hari  (upon  them),  die,  0  disciple  ! 

Within  (thee)  the  lotus  is  (then)  opened,  filled  with  nectar  thou  wilt  be  satiated. 

0  Nanak !  having  made  the  true  Guru  (thy)  friend,  thou  wilt  attain  the  True  one,  having  gone  to 
the  threshold  (of  God). 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala.  I. 

XXI. 

(1).  0  beloved,  mutter  Hari,  Hari !  having  taken  the  wisdom  (= instruction)  of  the  Guru  say  :  Hari! 
0  mind,  if  the  touchstone  be  applied  to  the  True  one,  if  he  be  weighed  by  a  full  weight  : 
His  value  is  not  obtained  by  any  one,  0  heart !  he  is  a  priceless s  gem. 

Pause. 

0  brother,  the  diamond  of  Hari  is  in  the  Guru ! 

In  the  true  assembly4  the  true  Guru  is  obtained  by  praising  (Hari)  day  and  night  by  means  of  the 
word  (of  the  Guru).5 

(2).  The  true  stock-in-trade  (or  goods),  wealth  and  capital  is  obtained  from  the  Guru's  revelation. 

As  fire  dies  by  water  being  poured  upon  it,  thus  thirst  (is  extinguished)  by  the  slave  of  slaves.6 

The  executioner '  of  Yama  does  not  touch  (the  disciple),  thus  he  crosses  the  water  of  existence  and 
will  cause  (others)  to  cross. 

(3).  To  the  disciple  falsehood  is  not  pleasing ;  to  him,  who  is  attached  to  truth,  truth  is  pleasing. 

To  the  Sakta  (= impious)  truth  does  not  please,  falsehood  is  allotted  to  the  false  one. 

By  the  Guru  being  joined  (with  them)  they  (=the  true  ones)  are  steeped  in  truth,  the  true  ones 
are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(4).  In  the  heart  is  a  gem,  a  ruby ;  the  name  is  a  jewel,  the  best  thing,8  a  diamond. 

The  true  stock  and  wealth  is  the  name ;  in  every  body  is  the  profound  and  deep  (Supreme  Being). 

0  Nanak !  by  the  disciple  the  diamond  is  obtained,  if  Hari  bestow  mercy  on  him. 

1  The  Supreme  Being  is  -H^H  (y\$\  TjP-ft)'  self-resplendent  or  the  source  of  light,  which  is  the  principle 
of  life  in  rational  beings.  In  consequence  of  the  ^fs  (light)  being  infused  into  the  created  spirits,  there  is 
?T3t3'.  intelligence,  in  them.  The  Supreme  Being  is  therefore  *jd $\,  intelligent,  or  the  principle  of  intelli- 
gence, from  which  the  J^Bf?  of  the  (rational)  beings  has  emanated. 

2  The  four  fires  or  heats  are  said  to  be :  tvTWTi  nU>  sfa>  353- 

8  3^f35  IHnf?5>  such  like  compounds  are  very  frequent  in  the  Granth,  signifying  literally :  priceless  in  price. 
*  13  +JJ|fd>  the  true  assembly  or  the  assembly  of  the  true  disciples  or  saints. 
6  TErf^r  flWIOcM,  to  praise  Hari  by  means  of  the  HH-l  or  word  of  the  Guru. 

6  ■CTlft  •i\Hi  the  slave  of  slaves  (servus  servorum),  i.e.  the  Guru.  This  phrase  is  of  frequent  occur- 
rence in  the  Granth. 

7  tJ-^Ic).  which  the  Sikhs  traditionally  explain  by  messenger  (%3),  is  the  same  as  1^137  =  rSoJIW,  n 
Candal  =  executioner. 

8  V-£ldM>  J'ke  <^+iJ.  the  thing,  the  real  thing  or  substance  =  the  best  thing  or  including  all  things. 

5 
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Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

XXII. 

(1).  By  wandering  about  the  fire  (of  the  heart)  is  not  extinguished,  if  one  wander  from  country  to 
country. 

From  his  heart  the  dirt  (  =  sin)  does  not  go  off,  wretched  is  his  life,  wretched  his  (faqir's)  dress. 
Devotion  is  not  brought  about  by  anything,  except  by  the  instruction  of  the  true  Guru. 

Pause. 

0  heart,  attending  to  the  Guru,  remove  the  fire ! 

If  the  word  of  the  Guru  dwells  in  the  mind,  the  thirst  of  egotism  dies  away. 

(2).  0  mind  !  it  (i.e.  the  name)  is  a  priceless  gem,  from  the  name  of  Earn  honour  is  obtained.1 

Having  joined  the  assembly  of  the  true  ones  Hari  is  obtained  by  the  disciple,  having  applied  his 
devotion 2  to  Hari. 

"When  his  own  self  is  gone,  comfort  is  obtained,  (as)  water  mixing  with  water  is  absorbed  (in  it). 

(3).  By  whom  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  not  kept  in  his  thoughts,  he  comes  and  goes  vicious. 

By  whom  the  true  Guru,  the  Spirit,3  has  not  been  joined,  he  pines  in  the  water  of  existence  and 
causes  (others)  to  pine. 

This  gem,  0  soul !  which  is  priceless,  goes  thus  for  a  kaudi  (cowrie). 

(4).  Those  are  perfect  and  wise  men,  by  whom,  being  desirous4  for,  the  true  Guru  is  found. 

Having  met  with  the  Guru  the  water  of  existence  is  crossed  (by  them),  at  the  threshold  they  are 
manifest s  (present)  with  honour. 

0  Nanak !  they  will  have  bright  faces,  (in  whom)  contemplation  springs  up  (and)  attention  (to  the) 
word  (of  the  Guru).6 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

XXIII. 

(1).  Make  traffic,  0  trader!  take  with  care  a  stock  of  goods. 

Such  a  thing  should  be  bought,  with  which  one  gets  through  (the  water  of  existence). 

In  the  other  world  is  a  very  knowing  banker,  he  will  look  after  the  thing.' 

1  Vl^cM  (mih«!i)  is  also  neuter,  to  be  received,  to  come  to  hand. 

*  l»«S  *•/•  (Sindhi  ^^3  *./.),  Sansk.  ^J\,  the  entering  into  a  thing,  absorption  in  =  deep  meditation  or 
intense  devotion  to. 

3  The  true  Guru  is  often  called  in  the  Granth  V^M  (TJ^q).  TJ^T  is  called  in  the  Vislmu-Purana 
Vishnu  (who  is  identified  with  Brahma),  TJ^  (spirit,  individuality)  being  the  first  form  of  the  Supreme.  See 
Vishnu  Purana,  p.  9.  The  true  Guru  is  considered  as  an  Avatar  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  therefore  the 
attribute  of  \nj¥  is  conferred  on  him  too.  Baba  Nanak  is  considered  by  the  Sikhs  as  an  Avatar  (incarnation) 
of  the  Supreme  (Vishnu),  who  became  again  incarnate  in  the  nine  following  Gurus ;  for  this  reason  they  all 
call  themselves  Nanak. 

1  Hfrr  is  adjective  (^f^),  having  a  taste  for,  longing  for,  or  having  a  right  understanding  for  the  matter. 

6  "Md<SICV  has  here  the  sense  of  TJiq^,  manifest,  present,  as  used  already  by  Tulsi  Das  (and  written  by 
him  IK^M). 

6  No  Sikh,  how  much  soever  I  inquired,  could  explain  me  this  verse.  The  sense  is :  those  have  (or  will 
have)  bright  faces  in  whom  contemplation  (Trf?j)  and  attention  (JSfal^)  of  the  word  springs  up.  *TTO> 
sound,  word,  is  nearly  always  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

r  The  <^cVHIcJh  or  trafficker  (retail  dealer)  takes  his  ^VT3  stock  of  goods  (or  ■jrfjT  capital)  from  the 
HTU  {W&)y  wholesale  merchant  or  banker,  to  whom  he  is  accountable. 
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0  brother,  say  Earn !  attentively. 

Having  taken  the  praise  of  Hari  as  thy  stock  of  goods  go,  if  the  Lord  sees  it,  he  puts  confidence  in  it. 
(2).  Who  have  no  capital  of  truth,  how  shall  they  obtain  comfort  ? 
By  carrying  on  a  base  traffic  heart  and  body  become  base. 
Like  a  deer  caught  in  a  snare  he  has  much  pain  and  weeps  always. 

(3).  The  base  ones  (like  base  coins)  are  not  received  at  the  treasury,  they  do  not  obtain  the  sight  of 
Hari  the  Guru. 

The  base  ones  have  neither  caste  nor  fellowship,  by  baseness  nobody  prospers. 

The  base  practise  baseness;  having  come  (into  this  world)  they  lose  their  honour  when  having  gone. 

(4).  0  Nanak !  the  heart  should  be  instructed  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  (and  in)  the  praise  (of  Hari). 

Those  who  are  steeped  in  the  love  of  the  name  of  Earn,  have  no  burden  nor  doubt. 

In  muttering  Hari  is  the  greatest  profit,  the  fearless  Hari  (dwells  then)  in  the  heart. 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  I. 
II.   Ghar. 
XXIV. 
(1).  "Wealth,  youth  and  a  flower  are  guests  for  four  days. 
Like  the  leaf  of  a  lotus,1  after  having  brought  forth  flowers,  is  withering  away. 


Enjoy  pleasure,  when  youth  is  fresh  (blooming),  0  beloved ! 
The  few  days  (of  youth)  are  (soon)  over  and  the  coat  (=body)  has  become  old. 
(2).  My  merry  friends  have  departed  and  are  fallen  asleep  in  the  grave-yard." 
I  also  shall  go  sad  and  weep  with  a  feeble  voice. 
(3).  Thou  hearest  not  at  all  the  intelligence  with  thy  ears,  0  woman  ! 

Forthwith  thou  wilt  come  to  thy  father-in-law's  house,  thou  wilt  not  be  continually  in  thy  father's  house. 
0  Nanak !  know,  she  who  has  fallen  asleep  in  her  father's  house  out  of  season,  has  lost  the  bundle 
of  her  virtues  and  is  gone  off,  having  bound  together  vices. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 
II.  Ghar. 
XXV. 
(1).  He  himself  is  enjoying  pleasure,3  he  himself  is  the  pleasure,  he  himself  is  amusing  (others) 
(with  pleasure). 

He  himself  is  the  petticoat  (=  woman),  he  himself  is  the  husband  of  the  bed. 


Given  to  pleasure  is  my  Lord,  brimful  he  is  contained  (everywhere). 

(2).  He  himself  is  the  fisher  and  the  fish,  he  himself  is  the  water  and  the  net. 

1  tmTtf)  Sindhl  TT<4  fU!  >  Sansk.  tTf^pft,  the  lotus  plant,  (not  the  flower)  Nelumbium  speciosum. 

a  -rildlfe  is  explained  by  the  Sikhs  =  <^t|dt  (in  the  graves),  but  the  proper  sense  of  the  word  is  grave- 
yard. ^fldlcN  =  Sansk.  ^1$,  decayed,  the  last  syllable  being  originally  han  =  an,  i.e.  tg(T*Ti  place,  the  place 
of  the  decayed. 

8  <T*ftofT>  <J*T>  dl«^cM.  refers  chiefly  to  sensual  pleasure.  dl^cM  is  the  causal  of  d<^cM  (=  <WST> 
^?f  «n)i  and  signifies  either  to  amuse,  to  divert,  or  to  cause  (others)  to  dally  with. 
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He  himself  is  the  bait1  of  the  net,  he  himself  is  within  (it)  the  greediness  (of  the  fish). 
(3).  My  beloved  himself  is  in  many  ways  playful,  0  my  (female)  friend  ! 
He  continually  dallies  (with)  the  favoured  woman ;  behold  !  this  is  my  state. 
(4).  Nanak  bows  with  supplication :  thou  art  the  lake,  thou  art  the  gander. 
Thou  art  the  crane,8  thou  art  the  white  lotus,  thou  thyself  seest  (thy)  opening." 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 
III.  Ghar. 
XXVI. 
(1).  Make  this  body  the  earth,  (good)  works  the  seed,  the  bow-holder4  will  pour  water  (upon  it). 
(Make)  the  mind  the  husbandman,  cause  Hari  to  spring  up  (as  a  sprout)  in  the  heart,  thus  thou 
wilt  obtain  the  state  of  final  emancipation. 

Pause. 

"Why  art  thou  proud,  0  fool !  of  the  Maya  (illusive  wealth)  ? 

Thy  father,  son,  all  thy  wives,  thy  mother,  will  at  the  end  not  be  thy  companions. 

(2).  He  who  pulls  out  (from  his  heart)  the  abnormal  state  of  sensuality  and  the  wiekedV  ones,8 
becomes  meditating  on  the  Supreme  Spirit,  after  having  given  them  up. 

Then  silent  repetition  (of  the  name),  austerity  and  continence  is  made,  when  they  (i.e.  the  wicked) 
are  checked,  the  lotus  opens  in  the  hermitage  (i.e.  secluded  heart). 

(3).  (Who)  subdues  the  twenty-seven  fold  body,6  (who)  in  the  three  stations'  remembers  continually 
death. 

He  recognizes  in  the  ten  and  eighteen "  the  Infinite ;  Nanak  says :  thus  he  is  in  one  (continual) 
absorption  (of  thought). 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

III.   Ghar. 

XXVII. 

(1).  Make  works  the  earth,  the  name  the  seed,  give  continually  the  water  of  truth. 

Having  become  a  husbandman,  grow  faith  ;  paradise  and  hell  is  thus  (obtained)  by  the  fool  (and)  wise.9 

1  *|cW?(l  s.m.  diminutive  of  f{^(  (=*nt!J«R),  a  plant  (Arum  Indicum),  the  root  of  which  is  sometimes 
eaten  and  used  as  a  bait  for  fish. 

2  <^<3w  (Sansk.  efi^T^O  must  here  be  translated  by  crane,  for  the  sake  of  contrast.  S^faHT.  Sansk. 
c|ifct  ofi  |' ,  is  the  white  lotus,  that  opens  at  night-time. 

3  f|*3T*T  instead  of  f%3TT*T  (Sansk.  fqcfiTO),  the  opening  of  the  lotus  (at  night-time).  , 
1  TrfcPTVnS^.  in  whose  hand  is  a  bow,  an  epithet  of  Vishnu. 

5  ^ZMZ,  the  wicked  are  5n*f,  spj,  $fe,  yft,  ifetTS- 

6  "Eftr  WV|3lvJd>  the  twenty-seven  fold,  i.e.  body.  The  body  is  said  to  consist  of  twenty-five  parts,  of 
WT3TT  and  of  *r^  =  twenty-seven. 

'  tTsT  s.m.  station  =  *H4*ft)I,  i.e.  Z[[W{,  W3,  Wffjf,  waking,  dream  and  deep  sleep ;  a  fourth  (<}^fa) 
is  also  counted,  the  absorption  of  the  soul  in  Brahma. 

8  The  ten  are  said  to  be  the  four  Vedas  and  the  six  Shastras ;  the  eighteen  are  the  eighteen  Puranas. 

8  The  words  are  so  elliptic,  that  they  are  hardly  intelligible.  The  sense  is :  thus  paradise  is  obtained  by 
the  wise  and  hell  by  the  fool. 
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Pause. 

Likely  thou  wilt  think,  that  it  (i.e.  paradise)  is  obtained  by  (mere)  words. 

By  the  conceit  of  wealth,  by  the  beauty  of  the  body,  in  this  wise  the  (human)  birth  is  lost. 

(2).  Vice  is  on  the  body  (like)  mud,  this  mind  is  a  frog,  who  does  not  get  any  information  respecting 
the  lotus. 

The  black  bee  is  the  teacher,  who  continually  talks ;  how  shall  it  (i.e.  the  mind)  understand,  when 
he  (the  black  bee)  does  not  make  it  understand  ? 

(3).  Speaking  and  hearing  is  (like)  the  voice  of  the  wind  (i.e.  useless),  this  mind  is  attached  to 
the  Maya. 

The  (merciful)  glance  of  the  Lord  is  heart-pleasing  to  them,  by  whom  he  is  considered  as  One  and 
meditated  upon. 

(4).  (By  whom)  the  thirty  (days  of  fasting)  and  the  five  (prayers  daily)  have  been  kept,  he,  having 
made  the  name  his  companion,  goes  off,  having  frustrated  the  design  of  Satan. 

Nanak  says :  it  must  be  departed,  what  for  is  property  and  wealth  amassed  ? 

Sir i  Rag;  maliala  I. 

IV.   Ghar. 

XXVIII. 
(1).  He  is  the  Lord,  by  whom  the  world  is  made  budding,  (by  whom)  the  world  is  made  green. 
By  whom  the  water  and  earth  have  been  fixed ;  blessed  is  the  creator. 


Thou  must  die,  0  Mulla !  thou  must  die  !  remain  in  the  fear  of  the  creator ! ' 

(2).  Then  thou  art  a  Mulla,  then  thou  art  a  KazI,  if  thou  knowest  the  name  of  God. 

None,  though  he  be  very  learned,  will  remain,  it  is  gone  onwards.2 

(3).  He  is  a  Kazi,  by  whom  his  own  self  is  abandoned  and  the  one  name  is  made  his  support. 

He  is  and  will  be,  he  will  not  be  destroyed,  true  is  the  creator. 

(4).  Five  times  he  prays,  he  reads  the  book  of  the  Qoran. 

Nanak  says  :  when  the  grave  calls,  drinking  and  eating  is  stopped. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 
IV.  Ghar. 

XXIX. 

(1).  There  is  one  dog  (and)  two  bitches  with  (me). 
Bewildered  they  always  bark  early  in  the  morning. 
Falsehood  is  a  knife,  stolen  (goods)  carrion. 
I  remain  in  the  form  of  a  bowman,3  0  creator ! 


I  have  no  road  of  honour,4  nor  do  I  practise  good  works. 
I  am  ugly  and  remain  in  an  unclean  form. 

1  "§\  at  the  beginning  of  a  sentence  and  in  connexion  with  an  imperative,  is  an  exhortatory  particle,  like 
the  Sanskrit  ,3lfR  ■ 

2  Vrfff  ddAI  i  to  carry  the  foot  =  to  go  on,  to  quicken  one's  step. 

3  l||AaJ  i  armed  with  a  bow;  a  caste  of  low  people,  who  are  armed  with  a  bow  and  live  by  hunting. 

4  Y[f3  ^  Vft>  road  of  honour,  i.e.  I  do  not  walk  honourably. 
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Only  thy  name  saves  the  world. 

This  is  my  hope,  this  my  support. 

(2).  "With  my  mouth  I  utter  calumny  day  and  night. 

I  look  at  another's  wife  and  am  of  low  occupation.1 

Lust  and  wrath  dwell  in  my  body,  I  am  a  Candal. 

0  creator !  I  remain  in  the  form  of  a  bowman. 

(3).  Ensnared  (caught)  is  my  understanding  by  an  elegant  dress. 

1  am  a  cheater,  I  cheat  the  country. 

I  am  very  clever,  great  is  my  weight.2 

I  remain  in  the  form  of  a  bowman,  0  creator ! 

(4).  I  am  ungrateful,  I  live  on  the  wages  of  iniquity. 

How  shall  I,  wicked  thief,  show  my  face  ? 

The  humble  Nanak  expresses  his  thought. 

I  remain  in  the  form  of  a  bowman,  0  creator  ! 

Sin  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

IV.  Ghar. 

XXX. 

1.  There  is  one  (and  the  same)  understanding  in  as  many  creatures  as  there  are. 

Without  understanding  none  is  created. 

As  their  understanding  is,  so  is  their  way. 

The  account  is  one  and  the  same,  (in  consequence  of  which)  they  come  and  go.3 

Pause. 

"Why,  0  soul !  practisest  thou  cleverness  ? 

He  (i.e.  God)  takes  and  gives,  there  is  no  remissness  (on  his  part).* 

(2).  Thine  are  the  creatures  and  thou  belongest  to  the  creatures. 

To  whom  (else)  shall  they  come  and  weep,  0  Lord  ? 

As  thou  art  the  Lord,  they  come  (to  thee)  and  weep. 

Thou  art  theirs  and  they  are  thine. 

(3).  We  contradict,  we  contradict. 

Thou  weighest  (us)  within  thy  sight. 

Who  (does)  good  works,  he  has  full  understanding. 

Without  good  works  it  (i.e.  the  understanding)  decreases  in  the  heart. 

(4).  Xanak  bows  (  =  says):  what  sort  of  a  man  will  get  divine  knowledge? 

He  who  knows  his  own  self,  will  comprehend  (God). 

Who  reflects  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru : 

That  sage  is  acceptable  at  the  threshold  (of  God). 

1  Occupied  with  or  in  a  low  business,  or  a  low-caste  man. 

2  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  is  exactly  meant  by  yg^|  ~3T3,  as  there  is  no  hint  to  what  it  is  to  be 
referred.  Very  likely  the  sense  is :  my  weight  (3T?  may  have  this  meaning)  is  great,  which  I,  as  a  clever 
man,  have  or  exercise. 

3  35MT  is  the  final  account  taken  and  asked  at  the  threshold  of  God,  according  to  which  they  come  and 
go,  i.e.  are  subjected  to  transmigration. 

4  fe?5  VTS^'fes  V%. 
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Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

IV.   Ghar. 

XXXI. 

(1).  Thou  art  the  ocean,  wise  and  clear-sighted,  how  shall  I,  the  little  fish,  obtain  (thy)  end  ? 
Wherever  I  see,  there  art  thou,  if  I  go  out  from  thee,  I  burst  and  die. 

Pause. 
I  do  not  know  the  fisher  nor  do  I  know  the  net. 
When  pain  overtakes  me,  I  remember  thee. 

(2).  Thou,  0  -beloved !   art  known  as  brimful,  I  am  far  off.     Whatever  I  do,  that  is  in  thy 
presence. 

Thou  seest,  I  do  not  acknowledge  (it).     Neither  thy  work  nor  thy  name. 

(3).  As  much  as  thou  givest,  so  much  I  eat.     I  have  no  other  door,  to  which  door  shall  I  go  ? 

Nanak  makes  one  supplication :  soul  and  body,  all  is  with  thee. 

(4).  He  himself  is  near,  he  himself  is  far,  he  himself  is  in  the  midst. 

He  himself  sees  and  hears,  he  himself  by  his  power  makes  the  world. 

That  order,  0  Nanak  !  which  is  pleasing  to  him,  is  authoritative. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  I. 

IV.   Ghar. 

XXXII. 

(1).  Why  is  the  creature  conceited  in  its  mind  ? 
The  gift  is  in  the  hand  of  the  giver. 
As  he  pleases,  so  he  gives  or  does  not  give. 
What  is  effected  by  the  word  of  the  creature  ? 


Who  himself  is  true,  to  him  pleases  truth. 

Who  is  blind  and  ignorant,  (to  him  pleases)  nonsensical  talk. 

(2).  Whose  the  trees  are,  (his  is)  the  garden. 

As  their  kind  (species)  is,  so  is  their  name. 

According  to  the  nature  of  the  blossom  the  fruit  is  defined  (set  down). 

Having  sown  himself  he  himself  will  eat  it. 

(3).  A  wall  is  raw,  (if)  the  clay  in  it  be  raw.1 

If  the  intellect  is  unsalted,  the  flavour  is  insipid. 

0  Nanak  J  the  simple-minded  are  put  right  (i.e.  succeed). 

Without  the  name  there  is  no  commendation  (at  the  threshold  of  God). 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  I. 
V.  Ghar. 
XXXIII. 
(1).  The  fraudless  (man)  fraud  does  not  deceive,  nor  can  a  dagger  wound  him. 
As  the  Lord  keeps  him,  so  he  remains,  (but)  the  soul  of  this  greedy  man  is  agitated. 

1  3\J^  <71,  TOT  cTTtT  (='3yf)>  t'ie  waN  la  raw»  not  g°°d>  Arm,  if  the  clay  from  which  it  is  made  be 
raw,  i.e.  bad,  sandy. 
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Pause. 
How  shall  the  lamp  hum  without  oil  ? 

(2).  If  the  Puranas  are  highly  appreciated,  if  the  wick  of  fear  is  applied  to  this  body. 
The  understanding  of  truth  is  unawares1  kindled. 

Pause. 
This  is  the  oil,  thus  the  lamp  burns. 
Make  a  light,  the  Lord  then  meets  (with  thee). 
(3).  In  this  body  sticks  a  Banya.2 
Comfort  is  obtained,  if  worship  (of  God)  be  made. 
The  whole  world  is  coming  and  going. 
(4).  (If)  in  the  world  worship  (of  God)  be  practised  : 
Then  a  seat  at  the  threshold  will  be  obtained. 
Nanak  says  :  the  arm  will  be  swung.3 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  III.  (Amardas.) 

I.  Ghar. 

Om  !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru. 

I.     XXXIV.1 

(1).  I  serve  my  own  true  Guru  with  one  mind,  with  one  thought  and  love. 

The  true  Guru  is  the  heart's  desire  and  Tirtha  of  him,  whom  he  instructs. 

He  obtains  the  boon,  for  which  his  heart  has  been  anxious ;  the  fruit  he  wishes,  he  gets. 

If  the  name  be  reflected  upon,  if  the  name  be  asked,  he  is  easily  absorbed  in  the  name. 

Pause. 

0  my  mind  !  taste  the  juice  of  Hari  and  thy  thirst  will  cease. 

The  disciples,  by  whom  it  has  been  tasted,  remain  easily  absorbed. 

(2).  By  whom  the  true  Guru  has  been  served,  they  have  obtained  the  treasure  of  the  name. 

In  their  heart  the  love  of  Hari  dwells,  in  their  mind  conceit  has  ceased. 

The  lotus  of  the  heart  has  opened,  meditation  is  easily  brought  about. 

The  pure  heart  is  delighted  with  Hari  and  at  the  threshold  honour  is  obtained. 

(3).  Those  who  serve  their  own  true  Guru  are  rare  in  the  world. 

By  whom  egotism  and  selfishness  are  destroyed  and  Hari  is  kept  in  the  breast. 

Who  have  love  to  the  name,  for  them  I  sacrifice  myself. 

Those  are  happy  in  the  four  periods  (of  the  world),  in  whom  the  inexhaustible,  endless  name  is. 

(4).  By  meeting  with  the  Guru  the  name  is  obtained,  spiritual  blindness  and  (worldly)  thirst  cease. 

With  Hari  their  heart  is  delighted,  in  their  house  they  are  solitary.5 

1  m  lfc\  is  =  "W^f>  without  knowing,  unawares. 

2  Banya,  a  Hindu  retail-dealer.    The  Banyas  are  rather  notorious  for  their  greediness  and  unscrupulousness. 
'  ~mU  WsiUfl^,  the  arm  will  be  swung.     In  India  people  who  walk  about  happy  and  without  concern 

usually  swing  their  arms  in  walking. 

4  The  Sabds  (Dupadas  and  Caupadas)  are  counted  in  one  continual  number,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
verses  of  the  different  mahalas  (or  Gurus)  are  counted  separately.  The  first  number  indicates  therefore  the 
number  of  verses  belonging  to  the  several  mahalas,  the  second  the  totality  of  Sabds  etc.,  in  a  Raff. 

8  The  sense  is :  they  retire  from  the  world  and  worldly  pursuits. 
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I  shall  sacrifice  myself  for  those,  who  have  obtained  the  taste  of  Hari. 

0  Nanak  !  by  his  (merciful)  look  the  true  name  is  obtained,  the  vessel  of  virtues.1 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 

II.     XXXV. 

(1).  "Who  having  put  oil  many  dresses3  deceives  (others),  practising  in  his  mind  and  heart  hypocrisy. 
He  does  not  obtain  the  palace  of  Hari,  after  his  death  he  enters  into  ordure. 


0  my  mind  !  the  disciple,  who  (dwells)  solitary  in  his  own  house. 

He  practises  true  abstinence  and  will  become  manifest  (=honoured). 

(2).  By  whom  his  mind  is  overcome  by  means  of  the  word  (instruction)  of  the  Guru,  he  obtains  the 
state  of  final  emancipation  in  his  house. 

By  whom  the  name  of  Hari  is  reflected  upon,  him  he  {i.e.  Hari)  brings  to  the  communion,  of  the 
true  assembly. 

(3).  If  (one)  enjoy  a  lakh  of  women,  if  he  exercise  dominion  over  the  nine  regions  (of  the  earth). 

"Without  the  true  Guru  he  does  not  obtain  oomfort,  again  and  again  he  falls  into  the  womb.3 

(4).  By  whom  the  necklace  of  Hari  is  put  on  their  neck,  having  directed  their  thought  on  the  feet 
of  the  Guru. 

Behind  them  follows  increase  and  success,  they  have  not  a  bit  of  covetousness. 

(5).  "What  pleases  to  the  Lord,  that  is  done,  anything  else  cannot  be  done. 

Humble  Nanak  lives  by  taking  the  name ;  0  Hari,  give  (it  to  me)  according  to  thy  inherent  good 
disposition ! 

Siri  Rag;  mahala  III. 

I.   Ghar. 

III.     XXXVI. 

(1).  "Whose  the  government  is,  his  is  every  body. 

By  performing  the  work  of  a  disciple  the  True  one  becomes  manifest  in  the  heart. 

"Within  whom  the  True  one  dwells,  he  has  true  knowledge  of  the  True  one. 

Those  who  are  united  with  the  True  one,  are  not  separated  (from  him),  they  dwell  in  their  own  house.4 


0  my  beloved,  without  Hari  I  have  none  other ! 

The  true  Guru  is  the  true  (real)  Lord,  union  (with  Hari)  is  made  by  the  pure  word  (instruction  of 
the  Guru). 

(2).  "Who  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  united  (with  Hari),  he  remains  united,  whom  he  (Hari) 
unites  himself. 

In  a  second  love  no  one  is  united,  again  and  again  he  comes  and  goes. 

In  all  the  One  dwells,  the  One  is  contained  (in  them). 

1  3T5  3TT»  a  frequent  attribute  of  the  name,  about  the  same  as  TtfSt  fjStlTTS;  3T*f  is  the  Arabic  (jwlL 
(cup) ;  in  Panjabi  it  denotes  a  large  metallic  plate  or  vessel,  at®  31ff  may  be  translated  by  the  vessel  of 
virtues,  or  the  vessel  (receptacle)  of  (all)  qualities. 

2  %*$>  the  dress  of  a  faqir.     This  verse  is  spoken  against  the  deceitful  faqirs. 

=  ^7§^  IfHSn',  to  fa'l  'n*°  t'ie  womD>  *-e-  to  ">e  born  agam  >n  the  course  of  transmigration. 
.*  The  meaning  is :  when  united  with  the  Lord  they  dwell  in  their  own  house  solitary  (retired  from  the 
world),  and  do  not  wander  about  like  faqirs.     Or  "house"  may  be  taken  as  the  inner  man. 

6 
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That  disciple,  to  whom  lie  himself  (=Hari)  is  merciful,  is  absorbed  in  the  name. 

(3).  Having  read,  having  read  an  astrological  treatise,  the  Pandits  reflect  (on  it). 

Their  understanding  and  intellect  are  led  astray,  they  do  not  understand,  in  their  heart  is  the  passion 
of  covetousness. 

They  wander  about  in  the  eighty-four  lakhs1  (of  transmigrations),  wandering  and  wandering  they 
become  wretched. 

"What  is  written  before  must  be  done,  nobody  is  erasing  it. 

(4).  The  service  of  the  true  Guru  is  difficult;  the  head  should  be  given  after  having  abandoned 
one's  own  self. 

If  he  falls  in  with  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  is  united  with  Hari ;  all  (his)  worship  is  recompensed. 

By  touching  the  philosopher's  stone  he  becomes  a  philosopher's  stone,  light  is  absorbed  in  the 
luminous  (Supreme  Being). 

To  whom  it  is  decreed  before,  with  them  the  true  Guru  will  fall  in. 

(5).  0  heart,  do  not  say:  (I  am)  hungry,  hungry,  do  thou  not  utter  a  cry ! 

By  whom  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence)  are  created,  he  gives  support  to  every  one. 

The  fearless  is  always  merciful,  he  remembers  all. 

0  Kanak!  if  it  (=truth)  be  understood  by  the  disciple,  he  will  obtain  the  gate  of  salvation. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahald  III. 
IY.    XXXVII. 
(1).  By  whom,  having  heard,  it  (i.e.  the  name)  is  minded,  they  dwell  in  their  own  house. 
Having  praised  the  true  Hari  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  the  vessel  of  virtues  is  obtained. 
Those  who  are  steeped  in  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  are  pure,  I  shall  always  be  their  sacrifice. 
In  whose  heart  Hari  dwells,  in  their  body  he  is  manifest. 


0  my  mind,  meditate  on  the  pure  Hari,  Hari ! 

On  whose  forehead  it  is  written  from  the  beginning,  those  disciples  constantly  meditate  on  him. 

(2).  0  ye  holy  men  of  Hari,  behold  and  look  !  he  dwells  near  brimful. 

By  whom  he  is  recognized  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  those  see  him  always  in  their 
presence. 

He  always  dwells  in  the  heart  of  the  virtuous,  from  the  vicious  he  is  far. 

The  fleshly-minded  are  without  virtues,  without  the  name  they  pine  and  die. 

(3).  By  whom  the  word  (instruction)  of  the  Guru  is  heard  and  minded,  they  meditate  in  their  mind 
on  that  Hari. 

By  being  attached  daily  to  devotion,  mind  and  body  become  pure. 

False  is  the  colour  of  the  safflower,  it  passes  away  and  they  weep  in  pain. 

In  whose  heart  the  name  is  shining,  he  will  always,  always  be  firmly  established. 

(4).  Having  obtained  the  boon  of  human  birth  he  does  not  think  of  the  name  of  Hari  nor  meditate 
(on  it). 

After  his  foot  has  slipped,  he  cannot  remain  (here),  in  the  other  world  he  does  not  obtain  a  place. 

That  time  does  not  come  to  hand  (again)  at  the  end,  having  gone,  he  regrets  it. 

On  whom  he  (Hari)  looks  (in  mercy),  he  is  saved,  having  constantly  directed  his  thoughts  on  Hari. 

1  There  are  eighty-four  lakhs  of  forms  of  existence  (^fc  =  *frf*T),  through  which  transmigration  runs  : 
nine  lakhs  of  ST^tH;  (moving  in  the  water),  twenty-seven  lakhs  of  ^TRX;  (stationary,  like  trees,  etc.),  eleven 
lakhs  of  Iff??  (worms,  etc.),  ten  lakhs  of  T^  (birds),  twenty-three  lakhs  of  ^-ftm^  (quadrupeds),  four  lakhs 
of  '4H$?  (men). 
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(5).  They  look  at  all  things,  (but)  the  fleshly-minded  get  no  understanding. 
The  'worship  of  those  disciples  is  acceptable,  whose  heart  is  pure. 

They  sing  the  qualities  of  Hari,  ihey  always  repeat :  Hari !  having  sung  the  qualities  of  Hari,  they 
are  absorbed  (in  him). 

0  Nanak !  their  speech  is  always  true,  who  remain  meditating  on  the  name. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 
V.     XXXVIII. 
(1).  By  whom  with  one  mind  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  having  reflected  by  means  of  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Guru. 

Their  faces  are  always  bright  in  that  true  court  (of  God). 

Those  always,  always  drink  nectar,  who  are  attached  to  the  true  name. 


0  brother,  to  the  disciple  honour  will  always  be  given ! 

If  Hari,  Hari  is  always  meditated  upon  (by  him),  he  washes  off  the  filth  of  egotism. 

(2).  The  fleshly-minded  do  not  know  the  name,  without  the  name  honour  is  lost. 

They  have  not  tasted  the  relish  of  the  name,  they  cling  to  another  love. 

"Worms  of  ordure  fall  upon  ordure,  they  are  absorbed  in  ordure. 

(3).  His  human  birth  is  fruitful,  who  walks  in  the  love  of  the  true  Guru. 

He  saves  his  own  family,  blessed  is  the  mother  who  has  given  birth  to  him. 

The  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  meditated  upon  (by  him),  upon  whom  he  bestows  his  mercy  and  pleasure, 

(4).  By  which  disciples  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  having  removed  from  within  their  own  self. 

Those  are  pure  from  inside  and  outside,  the  true  ones  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Those  have  become  acceptable,  who  meditate  on  Hari  by  the  instruction1  of  the  Guru. 

Sin  Rag  ;  mahald  III. 
VI.     XXXIX. 

(1).  To  the  devotees  of  Hari,  Hari  is  wealth  and  capital,  having  asked  the  Guru  they  carry  on  traffic. 

They  praise  continually  the  name  of  Hari,  the  name  of  Hari  is  (their)  trading  stock  and  support. 

By  the  perfect  Guru  the  name  of  Hari  is  established  (in  them),  the  devotees  of  Hari  have  an  inex- 
haustible storehouse. 

Pause. 

0  brother,  admonish  this  heart  (of  thine) ! 

Why  does  this  (thy)^ieart  indulge  in  laziness  ?    0  disciple,  read  (repeat)  the  name ! 

(2).  The  devotee  of  Hari  has  love  to  Hari,  if  he  reflect  attending  to  the  Guru. 

By  hypocrisy  devotion  is  not  made,  the  word  duality  is  wretched. 

That  man,  though  united  (hy  the  Guru  with  the  Supreme  Spirit)  does  not  blend  (with  him),  in  whose 
heart  is  the  thought  of  difference.* 

(3).  He  is  called  a  worshipper  of  Hari,  who  keeps  Hari  in  the  breast. 

Soul  and  body  he  entrusts  and  puts  before  (Hari),  having  destroyed  egotism3  from  within. 

Blessed  and  acceptable  is  that  disciple  who  is  never  discomfited. 

i  {=75  JlcMJ^  ^jfcT  ftwrrffe  signifies  literally :  in  whose  contemplation  Hari  is  by  means  of  the  — . 
2  fire}?,  separation,  discrimination,  here  identical  with  ^fsjTn.  duality.     The  sense  is:  a  man  who 
still  considers  himself  different,  apart  from  the  Supreme  Spirit,  cannot  be  united  with  him. 
8  Egotism  =  the  idea  of  individual  existence  as  distinct  from  the  Supreme  Being. 
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(4).  If  he  (Hari)  is  found  by  destiny,  then  he  is  obtained ;  -without  destiny  he  cannot  be  obtained. 

Eighty-four  lakhs  are  longing  for  him ;  whom  he  unites,  he  is  united  with  Hari. 

0  Nanak !  by  the  disciple  Hari  is  obtained,  by  being  always  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  III. 
VII.     XL. 
(1).  The  name  of  Hari  is  an  ocean  of  comfort,  by  the  disciple  it  is  obtained. 
By  whom  daily  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  he  is  easily  absorbed  in  the  name. 
His  heart  is  in  love  with  the  true  Hari,  his  tongue  sings  the  qualities  of  Hari. 


0  brother,  the  world  is  pained  by  second  love ! 

He  who  has  come  to  the  asylum  of  the  Guru  obtains  comfort,  having  daily  meditated  on  the  name. 
(2).  To  the  true  one  dirt  does  not  stick,  a  pure  mind  meditates  on  Hari. 

If  by  the  disciple  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  known,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  immortal  name  of  Hari. 
By  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  is  kindled  very  bright,  ignorance  and  darkness  pass  away. 
(3).  The  fleshly-minded  are  filthy,  filled  with  dirt,  (in  them)  is  the  thirst  and  passion  of  egotism. 
Without  the  word  the  dirt  does  not  go  off,  they  die  and  are  born  (again)  and  become  wretched. 
They  cling  to  imposture 1  and  have  neither  this  nor  that  side. 

(4).  The  disciple  practises  silent  repetition  of  the  name,  austerity  and  continence ;  his  love  is  (directed) 
to  the  name  of  Hari. 

By  the  disciple  the  one  name  of  the  creator  is  always  meditated  upon. 

0  Nanak  !  the  name  is  meditated  upon  (by  him),  (which)  is  the  support  of  all  creatures. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  III. 
VIII.     XLI. 

(1).  The  fleshly-minded  is  filled  with  spiritual  blindness,  indifference  to  the  world  and  loneliness  he 
does  not  practise. 

He  does  not  know  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  is  always  in  pain,  at  the  threshold  of  Hari  he  loses 
his  honour. 

By  the  disciple  egotism  is  parted  with,  by  being  attached  to  the  name  comfort  is  obtained  (by  him). 

Pause. 

0  my  mind,  day  and  night  (my)  hope  has  been  fulfilled  continually ! 

"Who  having  served  the  true  Guru  burns  his  spiritual  ignorance,  he  is  lonely  in  his  (own)  house. 
(2).  The  disciple  practises  (good)  works,  indifference  to  the  world  and  joy  in  Hari  springs  up 
(in  him). 

Day  and  night  he  performs  devotion,  having  annihilated  egotism  he  is  free  from  care. 

By  great  luck  the  true  assembly  is  obtained,  Hari  is  obtained  and  (thereby)  easily  joy. 

(3).  That  man  is  a  saint  and  indifferent  to  the  world,  that  man  establishes  the  name  in  his  heart. 

Within  whom  lurks  no  darkness,  who  thoroughly  removes  from  within  his  own  self. 

The  treasure  of  the  name  is  shown  (to  him)  by  the  true  Guru,  by  drinking  the  juice  of  Hari  he  is  satiated. 

1  madttlifl,  deceit,  imposture,  compounded  of  T&T[,  «•/•  roguery  (Sansk.  ^jr^T,  by  inversion  of  the 
first  syllable  ^rJ^T),  and  y?jlj,  play,  playing  with  roguery,  practising  imposition%n  people  by  empty  pre- 
tences or  some  hocus  pocus.  They  cling  to  imposture  (as  knavish  faqirs  are  wont  to  do)  and  lose  thus  this 
and  that  world,  are  deprived  of  both. 
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(4).  By  whomsoever  is  obtained  the  society  of  the  pious  by  a  perfect  destiny,  he  is  indifferent  to 
the  world. 

The  fleshly-minded  wanders  abou|,  he  does  not  know  the  true  Guru,  egotism  clings  to  his  heart. 

0  Nanak !  those  who  are  steeped  in  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  and  dyed  in  the  name  of  Hari,  are 
without  fear,  what  can  happen  (to  them)  ? 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 

IX.  XLII. 

(1).  In  the  house  the  wares  are  laid  out,  all  the  thing  is  within. 

If  every  moment  the  name  be  remembered,  some  disciple  will  obtain  it. 

The  treasure  of  the  name  is  inexhaustible,  by  a  great  destiny  it  is  obtained. 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  give  up  calumny,  egotism  and  conceit ! 
0  disciple,  meditate  thou  always  with  one  mind  on  Hari ! 
(2).  The  faces  of  the  disciples,  who  reflect  on  the  word  of  the  Guru,  are  bright. 
Here  (in  this  world)  and  there  (that  world)  they  obtain  comfort,  having  muttered,  muttered  in 
their  heart :  Murari  ! 

In  their  (own)  house  the  palace  (of  Hari)  is  found  (by  them),  by  reflecting  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  The  foreheads  of  those,  who  turn  away  their  face  from  the  true  Guru,  (will  be)  black. 

Daily  they  earn  pain,  they  are  perpetually  looked  out  for  by  the  vile  men '  of  Tama. 

(Even)  in  a  dream  they  have  no  comfort,  they  are  consumed  by  much  anxiety. 

(4).  The  donor  of  all  is  one,  he  himself  gives  presents. 

Nothing  can  be  said,  he  gives  to  whom  he  pleases. 

0  Nanak  !  by  the  disciple  he  (=Hari)  is  obtained,  he  himself  knows  him.  • 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahalO.  III. 

X.  XLIII. 

(1).  If  the  true  Lord  be  served,  the  True  one  gives  greatness. 

(In  whose)  heart  he  dwells  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  he  removes  egotism. 

This  running  mind  he  will  save,  when  he  himself  looks  down  upon  it  (in  mercy). 

Pause. 

0  brother,  0  disciple,  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari ! 

(In  whose)  heart  the  treasure  of  the  name  always  dwells,  he  receives  a  place  in  the  palaces  (of  Hari). 
(2).  Soul  and  body  of  the  fleshly-minded  is  blind,  he  has  no  place  nor  site. 
In  many  births  he  wanders  about  like  a  crow  in  an  empty  house. 

By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  there  is  light  in  the  heart,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  the 
name  of  Hari  is  obtained. 

(3).  The  world  endowed  with  the  three  qualities  is  blind,  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  is  darkness. 
The  greedy  worship  for  the  sake  of  food,  reading  the  Vgdas  they  raise  a  cry. 
Amongst  worldly  pursuits  they  are  consumed  and  dead,  they  have  neither  this  "nor  that  side. 
(4).  By  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  is  forgotten  the  father  and  preserver  of  the  world. 

1  -Him  is  here  derived  from  the  Sansk.  *A\*$\,  a  low,  vile  man  j  yflf  yflfZ  quite  corresponds  to  tTO 
Vi-^|d»  cf.  Siri  Rag,  Sabd  21,  2.  The  words  may,  however,  also  be  translated :  they  are  always  overcome  by 
the  net  of  Yama. 
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Without  the  Guru  it  (i.e.  the  world)  is  thoughtless,  the  whole  (creation)  is  (therefore)  bound  by 
(Tama)  the  death. 

The  followers  of  the  Guru  are  saved,  having  remembered  the  true  name. 

Siri  Rag;  mahala  III. 

XI.  XLIV. 

(1).  (In)  the  three  qualities  is  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya,  the  disciple  obtains  the  fourth  degree.1 
He  is  united  by  him  (with  himself)  in  mercy,  the  name  of  Hari  comes  and  dwells  in  his  heart. 
In  whose  bag  there  is  religious  merit,  them  he  unites  with  the  assembly  of  the  pious. 

Pause. 

0  brother !  keep  fast  the  true  instruction  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

(Who)  is  acquiring  the  thoroughly  True  one,  (him)  he  (i.e.  Hari)  unites  (with  himself)  by  the  word 
(of  the  Guru). 

(2).  By  whom  the  name  is  known,  for  them  I  sacrifice  myself. 

Having  given  up  my  own  self,  I  sit  down  at  (their)  feet  and  walk  according  to  their  will. 

(Who)  obtains  the  gain  of  Hari,  the  name  of  Hari,  he  is  naturally  absorbed  in  the  name. 

(3).  Without  the  Guru  the  palace  (of  Hari)  is  not  obtained,  the  name  is  not  gotten. 

Seek  such  a  true  Guru,  from  whom  that  True  one  may  be  obtained. 

He  who  kills  the  demons,2  lives  in  comfort,  what  is  pleasing  to  him,  that  is  done. 

(4).  As  the  true  Guru  is  looked  upon,  so  will  be  the  happiness.3 

If  a  man  have  faith  (in  the  Guru),  he  will  have  no  doubt  whatever. 

0  Nanak !  there  is  one  light  and  two  forms  (shapes),  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  union  (between  the 
two)  is  effected. 

Siri  Rag;  mahala  III. 

XII.  XLY. 

(1).  Having  abandoned  the  nectar  they  are  greedy  of  worldly  objects,  they  perform  a  false  worship. 
They  forsake  their  own  religion,  they  do  not  understand,  their  (life)  is  daily  spent  in  pain. 
The  fleshly-minded  are  blind,  they  do  not  think,  they  are  dead,  being  drowned  without  water. 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  flee  always  to  the  asylum  of  Hari  ! 
If  the  word  of  the  Guru  dwells  within,  Hari  is  not  forgotten. 
(2).  This  body  is  a  puppet  of  the  Maya,  within  which  wicked  egotism  is  put. 
The  fleshly-minded  comes  and  goes,  is  born  and  dies  (again),  his  honour  is  lost. 
By  serving  the  true  Guru,  comfort  is  always  obtained,  by  the  Luminous  one  light  is  united  (with 
himself). 

(3).  The  service  of  the  true  Guru  is  full  of  comfort,  the  fruit,  that  (one)  wishes,  he  obtains. 

By  chastity,  truthfulness  and  austerity  his  body  is  pure,  he  makes  Hari  Hari  dwell  in  his  heart. 

He  remains  always  in  joy,  day  and  night,  meeting  with  the  beloved  he  obtains  comfort. 

(4).  I  sacrifice  myself  for  those,  who  have  come  to  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru. 

At  the  true  gate  there  is  true  greatness  (obtained),  they  are  easily  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

0  ITanak!  by  his  (merciful)  look  he  is  obtained,  the  disciple  he  unites  to  union  (with  himself). 

1  x40NI  V^  =  f}Tfcl>  the  fourth  or  mystic  state  of  the  soul,  in  which  it  is  united  with  the  Supreme 
Spirit  or  Brahm  by  intense  meditation  and  abstraction  from  all  objects  of  the  senses. 

2  The  i}{W3  are  $TH>  fll>  ?53.  *R>  JoHd.  according  to  Sikh  interpretation. 

3  The  happiness  of  a  man  depends  on  what  he  takes  the  Guru  for. 
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Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala,  III. 
XIII.     XLVI. 
(1).  The  works,  which  the  fleshry-minded  practise,  are  like  ornaments  on  the  body  of  an  unfavoured 
woman. 

The  husband  of  the  bed  does  not  come,  continually  she  is  wretched. 

The  palace  of  the  beloved  she  does  not  obtain,  his  household  is  not  seen  (by  her). 


0  brother,  meditate  with  one  mind  on  the  name  ! 

He  who  keeps  company  with  the  society  of  the  pious,  obtains  comfort  by  silently  repeating  the 
name  of  Earn. 

(2).  That  (fern.)  disciple  is  always  a  favoured  woman,  by  whom  the  beloved  is  kept  in  the  breast. 

She  speaks  sweetly,  she  walks  humbly,  her  husband  dallies  with  her  on  the  bed. 

Those  favoured  women  are  beautiful,  who  have  infinite  love  to  the  Guru. 

(3).  By  a  perfect  destiny  the  true  Guru  is  found,  when  the  destiny  is  rising. 

From  within  pain  and  error  is  cut  off  and  comfort  is  obtained. 

She  who  walks  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Guru,  will  not  find  any  pain. 

(4).  In  the  decree  of  the  Guru  is  nectar,  which  one  may  easily  obtain. 

Those  who  have  got  it,  have  drunk  it,  having  removed  egotism  from  within. 

0  Nanak !  if  the  name  is  meditated  upon  by  the  disciple,  union  is  effected  with  the  True  one. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  III. 

XIV.  XLVII. 

(1).  When  Bhe  knows  her  own  beloved,  she  puts  body  and  soul  before  him  (as  an  offering). 

She  does  those  works,  which  the  favoured  women  do. 

There  is  (thereby)  easily  union  (or  meeting)  with  the  True  one,  the  True  one  gives  (her)  greatness. 

Pause. 
O  brother,  without  the  Guru  devotion  cannot  be  made. 
"Without  the  Guru  devotion  is  not  obtained,  though  every  one  desire  it. 

(2).  On  account  of  another  love  (than  God's)  the  sum  of  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  births)  is  allotted 
to  the  fascinating  woman. 

Without  the  Guru  she  gets  no  sleep,  in  pain  she  passes  the  night. 

"Without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  the  beloved  is  not  obtained,  she  wastes  her  lifetime  uselessly. 

(3).  In  egotism  she  goes  about  in  the  world,  (but)  there  is  no  wealth  nor  prosperity  on  her  side. 

Every  blind  one,  that  does  not  think  of  the  name,  is  bound  by  Yama,  the  death. 

"When  the  true  Guru  is  found,  wealth  is  obtained,  having  remembered  the  name  of  Hari  in  the  heart. 

(4).  Those  who  are  attached  to  the  name  are  pure  by  the  inherent  nature  of  the  Guru.1 

(Their)  heart  and  body  are  dyed  with  colour,  their  tongue  tastes  sweet  juice. 

0  Nanak !  that  colour  does  not  go  off,  which  Hari  has  applied  in  the  beginning.2 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  III. 

XV.  XLVIII. 

(1).  (If)  he  (Hari)  bestows  mercy  on  the  disciple,  then  devotion  is  made  (by  him),  without  the 
Guru  devotion  cannot  be  made. 

1  The  Guru  being  the  VT3W  or  touchstone. 

2  In  the  beginning  (Tjfo  loc.)  when  the  destiny  of  every  being  was  fixed. 
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He  himself  unites  (with  himself) ;  he,  who  understands  (the  truth),  becomes  pure. 
Hari  is  true,  true  is  his  word,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  union  (with  Hari)  is  effected. 


0  brother !  why  is  he,  who  is  destitute  of  devotion,  come  into  the  world  ? 

(By  whom)  the  service  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  not  made,  he  has  uselessly  wasted  his  human  birth. 

(2).  He  himself  is  the  life  of  the  world,  the  giver  of  comfort,  he  himself  by  his  gift  unites  (with 
himself). 

What  are  these  helpless  creatures,  what  shall  one  say  and  tell  (to  him)  ? 

He  himself  gives  greatness  to  the  disciple,  he  himself  causes  (him)  to  do  service. 

(3).  Having  seen  his  family  he  is  bewildered  with  infatuation,  at  the  time  of  departing  it  does  not 
go  with  (him). 

Serving  the  true  Guru  the  abode  of  virtues  (or  qualities  =God)  is  obtained;  his  value1  is  not  to  be 
found  out. 

The  Lord  Hari  is  my  companion  and  friend,  the  Lord  will  be  my  companion  at  the  end. 

(4).  (One)  may  say  in  his  own  mind  and  thought  and  get  it  said  (by  others),2  (but)  without  the 
Guru  self  does  not  go. 

Hari  is  the  donor,  propitious  to  his  devotees,3  having  bestowed  mercy  he  dwells4  in  (their)  heart. 

0  Nanak !  he  gives  beauty  and  understanding,  the  Lord  himself  gives  greatness  to  the  disciple. 

Siri  Bag;  niahala  III. 

XVI.     XLIX. 

(1).  Blessed  is  the  mother,  who  has  borne  (the  disciple),  blessed  and  foremost  is  (his)  father. 
Having  served  the  true  Guru,  comfort  is  obtained  (by  the  disciple),  from  within  conceit  is  gone. 
Standing  at  the  gate  (of  the  Guru)  the  holy  people  serve  (him),  they  obtain  the  abode  of  (all)  qualities. 

Pause. 

0  my  mind,  turning  with  the  face  towards  the  Guru  meditate  on  that  Hari  ! 

If  the  word  of  the  Guru  dwells  in  the  mind,  soul  and  body  become  pure. 

(2).  Having  bestowed  mercy  he  has  come  to  the  house,  he  himself  has  come  and  joined  (it). 

By  whom  he  is  praised  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  they  are  easily  coloured. 

The  true  ones  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one,  they  remain  united  (with  him)  and  are  not  separated 
(again). 

(3).  "Whatever  is  to  be  done,  that  he  has  done,  anything  else  cannot  be  done. 

Those  who  are  separated  long  times,  he  has  united  (with  himself),  having  put  them  down  in  the 
account-book  of  the  true  Guru. 

He  himself  will  cause  the  work  to  be  done,  anything  else  cannot  be  done. 

(4).  Having  given  up  the  passion  of  egotism,  soul  and  body  is  dyed  with  colour  (love). 

Day  and  night  the  name  of  the  fearless,  formless,  is  contained  in  the  heart. 

0  Nanak !  by  himself  they  are  united  (with  himself)  by  means  of  the  perfect,  infinite  word  (of  the 
Guru). 

1  Construct  f&{  ^  sffa  =  f&{  grr^  follUS  ^t  sfftl  7i  \fW\- 

2  He  may  say— that  his  own  self  is  gone  and  he  may  get  it  said  by  others,  i.e.  it  may  be  attested  by  others. 
But  forms  like  5f9  ofoiy  bear  in  the  Granth  also  the  sense  of  an  intensive  verb :  he  may  well  say. 

'  SJlHj  <SS»  (Trfi^ra),  kind  to  the  devotees,  a  frequent  attribute  of  Hari  in  the  Granth. 
*  (glial  stands  here  instead  of  t^y|,  a  being  lengthened  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 
XVII.     L. 
(1).  Govind  is  the  abode  of  (allf  qualities,  his  end  cannot  be  attained. 
By  talking  and  chatting  he  is  not  obtained,  (he  is  obtained)  if  egotism  departs  from  within. 
By  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  he  {i.e.  the  disciple)  is  always  steeped  in  the  fear  of  God,  he  himself 
{i.e.  God)  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart. 

Pause. 

0  brother !  some  disciple  understands  (the  truth). 

Those  who  do  works  without  understanding  (the  truth),  lose  the  blessing  of  their  human  birth. 

(2).  Those  have  obtained  the  relish  (of  the  name)  who  have  tasted  it,  without  having  tasted  it  they 
go  astray  in  error. 

The  true  name  is  nectar,  which  cannot  be  described  at  all. 

He  who  drinks  it  has  become  acceptable,  being  absorbed  in  the  perfect  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(3)    If  he  himself  gives,  then  it  is  received,  nothing  else  can  be  done. 

In  the  hand  of  the  giver  is  the  gift,  which  he  bestows  by  the  medium  of  the  Guru. 

As  it  is  made  by  him,  so  it  has  been  (made) ;  as  he  does  the  works,  (so  they  are). 

(4).  The  name  is  chastity,  truthfulness,  and  abstinence ;  without  the  name  one  does  not  become 
pure. 

By  a  perfect  destiny  the  name  dwells  in  the  heart,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  union  is 
effected. 

0  Nanak  !  he  who  abides  in  the  love  (of  Hari),  easily  obtains  the  qualities  of  Hari. 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 

XVIII.     LI.  - 

(1).  If  (one)  subdue  his  body  and  practise  upturned  austerity,1  egotism  does  not  depart  from  within. 

If  he  practise  very  spiritual 2  works,  he  will  never  obtain  the  name. 

If  he,  living,  die  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  the  name  of  Hari  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart. 


Hear,  0  my  heart,  flee  to  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  one  is  freed  from  the  world,  he  crosses  the  water  of  existence  by  means 
of  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(2).  In  the  whole  (creation)  the  three  qualities  are  inherent,  second  love  (duality)  and  (consequent) 
disorder.3 

The  Pandit  reads,  (but)  is  bound  by  the  fetter  of  spiritual  ignorance ;  he  does  not  understand  out 
of  love  to  the  visible  world. 

By  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  the  triad  (the  three  qualities)  goes  off,  on  the  fourth  station  is  the 
gate  of  salvation. 

(3).  From  the  Guru  the  (right)  way  is  obtained,  the  dimness  of  spiritual  ignorance  ceases. 

1  OdW  3V>  austerity  practised  by  lifting  up  the  arms  or  standing  on  the  head  and  lifting  the  feet  up- 
wards, etc.  -  It  is  often  mentioned  in  the  Granth. 

2  *H"ftWl3!T  (= WSTT3T  or  ^nSfffiira).  very  spiritual,  affectedly  spiritual. 

3  4JlcS  *TST  TT^  v^  should  be  constructed ;  JT5T  (»•«•  f*plfZ>  creation)  5|  ^3RS  VJS  vh  in  all  (the 
creation)  the  three  qualities  are  the  constituent  element :  ^.rll  aiG  figoj  id  must  also  be  taken  as  Nomi- 
natives. 
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If  (one)  die  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  is  saved,  he  obtains  the  gate  of  salvation. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  remains  united  (with  God) ;  true  is  the  name  of  the  creator. 

(4).  This  mind  is  very  strong,  it  does  not  give  up  in  any  (way)  its  scheme. 

It  inflicts  pain  (upon  itself)  by  another  love  and  is  much  punished. 

0  Nanak  !  those  who  cling  to  the  name  are  saved,  having  removed  egotism  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 

XIX.  LII. 

(1).  If  he  bestow  mercy,  the  Guru  is  obtained,  who  establishes  the  name  of  Hari  (in  the  heart). 
"Without  the  Guru  he  is  not  obtained  by  any  one,  he  wastes  uselessly  his  human  birth. 
By  doing  self-willed  works  he  is  punished  at  the  threshold  (of  God). 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  drop  second  love  ! 

"Within  thee  Hari  dwells,  by  the  service  of  the  Guru  thou  wilt  obtain  comfort. 
(2).  True  is  the  speech,  true  is  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  when  (one)  loves  the  truth. 
Having  removed  egotism  and  wrath,  the  name  of  Hari  dwells  in  (his)  heart. 
If  with  a  pure  heart  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  he  obtains  the  gate  of  salvation. 
(3).  In  egotism  the  world  (=people)  passes  away,  having  died  it  is  born  (again),  it  comes  and  goes. 
The  fleshly-minded  do  not  know  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  they  will  depart  having  lost  their  honour. 
By  whom  the  name  is  obtained  by  the  service  of  the  Guru,  he  remains  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 
(4).  (By  whom)  the  Guru  is  obtained  by  minding  the  word,  he  removes  from  within  his  own  self. 
Daily  he  performs  devotion,  his  thoughts  are  always  directed  on  the  True  one. 
0  Nanak !  when  the  name,  the  highest  good,  dwells  in  (his)  heart,  he  is  easily  absorbed  (in  God). 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  III. 

XX.  LIII. 

(1).  Those  men,  who  have  not  served  the  true  Guru,  are  afflicted  in  the  four  periods  (of  the  world). 
The  Supreme  Spirit  which  is  in  their  house  (=body)  is  not  known  (by  them),  they  are  ruined  by 
conceit  and  selfishness. 

Begging  from  those  who  are  cursed  by  the  true  Guru,  they  are  consumed  in  the  world. 
The  true  word  (of  the  Guru),  which  is  putting  all  things  right,  is  not  received  (by  them). 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  behold  always  Hari  in  (thy)  presence  ! 

He  takes  away  the  pain  of  birth  and  death,  in  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is  contained  brimful. 
(2).  Those  who  praise  the  True  one  are  true,  the  true  name  is  their  support. 
They  do  true  work,  they  love  the  True  one. 
"What  the  true  Lord  is  doing,  none  is  erasing. 

The  fleshly-minded  do  not  obtain  (his)  palace,  the  false  ones  are  ruined  by  falsehood. 
(3).  Practising  selfishness  the  world  has  died,  without  the  Guru  there  is  deep  darkness. 
By  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  the  comfort-giving  donor  is  forgotten. 
If  it  serves  the  true  Gum,  then  it  is  saved,  if  it  keep  the  True  one  in  the  breast. 
By  mercy  Hari  is  obtained  and  by  reflection  on  the  true  word. 

(4).  Having  served  the  true  Guru,  (his)  mind  is  pure  by  abandoning  the  passion  of  egotism. 
Having  given  up  his  own  self,  he  dies  whilst  living  by  meditating  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
The  hurried  avocations  (of  life)  are  stopped,  love  to  the  True  one  has  set  in. 
The  faces  of  those  who  are  immersed  in  the  True  one,  are  bright  at  that  true  court. 


SIRI  RAG,  MAH.  III.,  SABD  XXI.  XXII.  (LIV.  LV.)  51 

(5).  By  whom  the  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  is  not  minded,  whose  love  is  not  attached  to  the 
word  (of  the  Guru). 

As  much  bathing  and^liberality  as  he  may  practise,  he  is  wretched  by  second  love. 

If  Hari  bestow  his  own  mercy  (on  him),  then  he  will  give  himself  to  the  love  of  the  name. 

0  Nanak !  remember  thou  the  name  by  infinite  love  to  the  Guru ! 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala,  III. 

XXI.  LIV. 

(1).  "Whom  shall  I  serve  ?  what  silent  repetition  shall  I  perform  ?    I  will  go  and  ask  the  true  Guru. 
The  decision  of  the  true  Guru  I  will  obey,  having  removed  from  within  my  own  self. 
By  this  service  and  attendance  the  name  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart. 
Prom  the  name  comfort  is  obtained,  from  the  true  word  splendour.1 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  wake  daily,  thinking  of  Hari ! 
Protect  thy  own  field,  the  crane  will  fall  on  thy  field. 

(2).  The  heart's  desires  (of  him)-  are  fulfilled  who  remains  brimful  in  the.  word  (of  the  Guru). 
He  who  performs  devotion  in  fear  and  love  day  and  night,  sees  always  Hari  in  his  presence. 
His  heart  is  always  immersed  in  the  true  word,  error  has  gone  far  from  his  body. 
The  pure  Lord,  who  is  true  and  profound  in  qualities,  is  obtained  by  him. 
(3).  Those  who  have  waked  are  saved,  those  who  have  fallen  asleep  are  plundered. 
"Who  has  not  known  the  true  word  has  passed  his  (time)  (like)  a  dream. 
As  the  guest  of  an  empty  house  goes  as  he  has  come. 

The  life  of  the  fleshly-minded  one  has  passed  uselessly,  what  face  will  he  show  when  having  gone 
(to  the  threshold)  ? 

(4).  Everything  is  he  himself,  (but)  in  egotism  he  cannot  be  described. 

If  he  is  known  from  the  word  of  the  Guru,  he  removes  the  pain  of  egotism  from  within. 

1  cling  to  the  feet  of  those  who  serve  their  own  true  Guru. 

I,  Nanak,  sacrifice  myself  for  those  who  are  true  at  the  true  gate. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  III. 

XXII.  LV. 

(1).  If  the  time  is  considered,  at  which  time  shall  devotion  be  made  ? 

Those  who  are  daily  immersed  in  the  name  have  true  knowledge  of  the  True  one. 

If  but  a  little  the  beloved  be  forgotten,  what  devotion  is  (then)  made  ? 

If  soul  and  body  is  cool  (happy)  with  the  True  one,  no  breath  goes  in  vain.2 

Pause. 
O  my  heart,  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari ! 

True  devotion  is  then  made,  when  Hari  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart. 
(2).  Having  sown  the  seed  of  the  true  name,  the  field  is  easily  cultivated. 
The  field  springs  up  abundantly  and  the  heart  is  readily  satiated. 
The  word  of  the  Guru  is  nectar,  by  the  drinking  of  which  thirst  ceases. 
(If)  this  mind  be  true  and  immersed  in  truth,  it  remains  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

1  TUTfe  =  <fl\Tn?t  5  >*  is  shortened  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

2  i.e.  Without  remembering  Hari. 
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(3).  He  is  telling,  seeing,  and  speaking,1  (who)  is  continually  absorbed  in  the  -word  (of  the  Guru). 
(His)  voice  is  sounding  in  the  four  periods  (of  the  world),  proclaiming  the  perfectly  True  one. 
(His)  egotism  and  selfishness  are  stopped,  (who)  is  united  by  the  True  one. 

They  hare  the  palace  (of  Hari)  in  their  presence  who  direct  their  constant  thoughts  on  the  True  one. 
(4).  By  his  (merciful)  look  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  without  destiny  it  cannot  be  obtained. 
By  a  perfect  destiny  he  obtains  the  assembly  of  the  pious,  with  whom  the  true  Guru  falls  in. 
By  being  daily  immersed  in  the  name,  the  pain  of  the  world  departs  from  within. 
0  Nanak  !  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  union  is  (effected),  (who)  praises,2  he  is  absorbed  in 
the  name. 

Siri  Rag ;  rnahala  III. 

XXIII.  LVI. 

(1).  His  own  love  he  has  put  in  them  who  reflect  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

With  the  assembly  of  the  pious  they  remain  always  united,  remembering  the  qualities  of  the  True  one. 

He  has  cleared  away  the  dirt  of  duality  (in  those)  who  have  put  Hari  in  their  breast. 

True  is  (their)  speech,  truth  in  (their)  heart,  they  love  the  True  one,3 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  (thou  art)  filled  with  the  dirt  of  egotism  ! 

Hari  is  pure  and  always  beautiful,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he,  is  adorning. 
(2).  Those  are  united  by  the  Lord  himself  whose  heart  is  fascinated  by  the  true  word. 
By  being  daily  immersed  in  the  name,  light  is  absorbed  in  the  luminous  (Hari). 
By  the  (inward)  light  the  Lord  is  known,  without  the  true  Guru  understanding  is  not  obtained. 
To  whom  it  has  been  decreed  beforehand,  with  them  the  true  Guru  has  fallen  in. 
(3).  "Without  the  name  the  whole  (world)  is  distressed,  by  second  love  it  is  lost. 
"Without  it  it  does  not  live  twenty-four  minutes,  in  pain  the  night  is  passed. 
He  who  is  led  astray  by  error  is  blind,  again  and  again  he  comes  and  goes. 
(If)  the  Lord  bestow  his  own  look  (of  mercy),  he  himself  unites  (with  himself). 
(4).  He  hears  and  sees  all  things,  how  shall  it  be  denied  ?  * 

They  commit  sin  on  sin  (and)  are  consumed  by  sin,  and  cause  (others)  to  be  consumed. 
That  Lord  does  not  come  into  their  sight,  the  fleshly-minded  do  not  obtain  understanding. 
"Whom  he  makes  seeing,  he  sees ;  0  Nanak  !  the  disciple  obtains  (understanding). 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 

XXIV.  LVII. 

(1).  Without  the  Guru  sickness  is  not  broken,  the  pain  of  egotism  does  not  depart. 
In  whose  heart  he  dwells  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  he  remains  absorbed  in  the  name. 
By  the  word  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  obtained,  without  the  word  he  is  led  astray  in  error. 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  dwell  in  thy  own  house ! 

Praise  thou  the  name  of  Earn,  there  will  not  be  again  coming  and  going. 

1  Though  no  trace  of  the  subject  be  given,  it  must  be,  according  to  the  whole  context,  the  disciple. 

2  i.e.  The  Dame. 

3  Some  JISS.  read  fiftyTZ,  which,  however,  is  against  the  rhyme;  the  right  reading  is  fXJWfTfcJi  the 
Abl.  sing.,  by,  on  account  of  love  with  (=to)  Hari. 

4  The  lithographed  copy  reads  TS^S  vf^WT  TTTfe,  but  the  MSS.  read  correctly  VTfEnfT ;   1&f3 
■Mlfy*MT  -rilfy  is  the  passive :  how  shall  it  be  denied  r 


SIRI  RAG,  MAH.  III.,  SABD  XXV.  XXVI.  (LVIII.  LIX.)  53 

(2).  Hari  is  the  only  dom>r,  there  is  none  other. 

He  dwells  in  the  heart  of  him  who  praises  him  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  comfort  is  easily  obtained 
(by  him). 

He  sees  all  within  his  look,  to  whom  he  pleases,  he  gives. 

(3).  Egotism  is  all  calculation,  in  calculation  are  not  the  nine  comforts. 

Those  who  practise  works  of  poison1  are  absorbed  in  very  poison. 

Without  the  name  they  get  no  place,  in  the  city  of  Tama  they  suffer  pain. 

(4).  Soul  and  body,  all  is  his,  even  he  sustains  them. 

By  whom  (the  truth)  is  understood  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  he  obtains  the  gate  of  salvation. 

0  Nanak !  praise  thou  the  name  (of  him  who  has)  no  end  nor  limit ! 

Siri  Rag;  mahdla  III. 

XXV.  LVIII. 

(1).  They  have  always  joy  and  comfort  whose  support  the  true  name  is. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  truth  is  obtained,  the  remover  of  pain. 

He  always,  always  sings  the  qualities  of  the  True  one,  who  has  love  to  the  true  name. 

Having  bestowed  his  own  mercy,  he  has  given  him  a  storehouse  (full  of)  devotion. 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  sing  the  qualities  of  him  who  is  always  happy  ! 

The  true  words  of  Hari  are  obtained  by  him,  who  remains  absorbed  with  Hari. 

(2).  By  true  devotion  the  heart  has  become  red,2  it  is  coloured  by  a  natural  process. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  heart  is  enchanted,  nothing  can  be  said  (about  it). 

The  tongue,  coloured  by  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru),  drinks  nectar,  having  the  right  taste3  it  sings 
the  qualities  (of  Hari), 

This  colour  is  obtained  by  that  disciple  on  whom  he  (Hari)  bestows  mercy  and  favour. 

(3).  This  world  is  in  uncertainty,  sleeping  the  night  is  passed. 

Some  are  drawn  out  (from  uncertainty)  by  his  own  decree  and  united  by  himself  (with  himself). 

He  himself  dwells  in  their  heart  and  stops  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya. 

He  himself  gives  greatness  and  makes  the  disciple  understand  (the  truth). 

(4).  The  donor  of  all  is  one,  the  erring  he  instructs. 

Some  are  ruined  by  himself,  they  are  attached  by  him  to  another  (love). 

Prom  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  obtained,  the  luminous  (Hari)  unites  light  (with 
himself). 

0  Nanak  !  those  who  are  daily  steeped  in  the  name  are  absorbed  in  the  name. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  III. 

XXVI.  LIX. 

(1).  By  the  virtuous  the  True  one  is  obtained,  having  given  up  the  passion  of  thirst. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  mind  is  coloured,  the  tongue  with  love  and  affection. 

"Without  the  true  Guru  he  is  not  obtained  by  any  one ;  behold,  having  reflected  in  thy  mind  ! 

From  the  fleshly-minded  the  dirt  does  not  go  off,  as  long  as  he  does  not  love  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

1  f^TtT,  poison,  anything  detestable  or  wicked. 

2  i.e.  Filled  with  love. 

a  <jf*T>  adj.  (Sansk.  ^flfO  having  the  right  taste,  i.e.  being  enamoured. 
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Pause. 

0  my  heart,  -walk  according  to  tie  will  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

If  thou  dwellest  in  thine  own  house  and  drinkest  nectar,  thou  wilt  easily  obtain  the  palace  (of  Hari). 

(2).  The  vicious  (woman)  has  no  virtue,  she  does  not  attain  to  sit  in  the  presence. 

The  fleshly-minded  does  not  know  the  word,  from  the  vicious  the  Lord  is  far. 

By  whom  the  True  one  has  been  known,  they  are  fully  steeped  in  truth. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  their  heart  is  perforated,  the  Lord  himself  has  met  with  them  in  the 

presence.1 

(3).  By  himself  they  are  coloured  with  dye-stuff,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  they  are  united 

by  him. 

True  colour  does  not  go  off,  those  who  are  steeped  in  truth,  give  themselves  to  devout  meditation. 

Having  wandered  about  in  the  four  corners  (of  the  earth)  they  have  become  tired,  the  fleshly-minded 
do  not  obtain  understanding. 

Whom  the  true  Guru  unites,  he  is  united,  having  been  absorbed  in  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(4).  I  am  tired  of  making  many  friends,  (that)  one  should  cut  off  my  pain. 

Having  met  with  the  beloved  my  pain  is  cut  off,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  union  is  brought  about. 

The  acquisition  of  truth  is  true  capital,  the  knowledge  of  the  True  one  is  true.2 

Those  who  are  united  with  the  True  one  are  not  separated  (again),  after  having  become  disciples, 
0  Nanak ! 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahald  III. 

XXVII.     LX. 

(1 ).  He  himself,  the  creator  of  the  elements,3  makes  creation,  having  produced  (it) himself,  he  sees  (it).  • 
In  all  the  One  exists,  the  invisible  cannot  be  seen. 
The  Lord  himself  is  merciful,  he  himself  gives  understanding. 

By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  always  dwells  in  the  heart  of  those,  whose  thought  is 
continually  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 


0  my  heart,  obey  the  will  of  the  Guru ! 

Soul  and  body,  all  becomes  cool  (refreshed),  (if)  the  name  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart. 

(2).  By  whom  the  element  (of  the  world)  has  been  made  and  put  down,  he  takes  care  (of  it). 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  is  known,  when  he  himself  looks  down  (in  mercy). 

Those  men  are  shining  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  at  that  true  court  (of  Hari). 

The  disciples,  who  are  steeped  in  the  true  word,  are  united  by  the  creator  himself. 

(3).  By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  True  one  is  to  be  praised,  who  has  no  end  nor  limit. 

He  himself  dwells  in  every  heart  by  (his)  order,  he  reflects  on  the  order. 

If  he  be  praised  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  he  destroys  egotism*  from  within. 

That  woman,  who  is  without  the  name,  will  weep,  being  vicious. 

1  i.e.  The  Lord  himself  has  joined  them  and  is  in  their  presence,  present  with  them. 

2  The  knowledge  (+(fy,  according  to  the  traditional  interpretation  of  the  Sikhs)  of  the  True  one  (=God) 
is  true  (real,  lasting),  all  other  knowledge  is  to  no  purpose. 

3  °MdCV  733T  (=°Md<*  °i6<A)>  the  maker  or  creator  of  the  elements  or  rudiments.  The  elements  are 
evolved  from  primary  matter  (IIWM)-  This,  however,  is  considered  "3H(frf'  (without  beginning),  and  there- 
fore as  a  part  of  the  Supreme  Being  itself.  o^ldcS  W331  could,  however,  also  be  translated  by  :  the  maker 
of  the  causality  =  the  cause  of  causes. 

1  i.e.  Individuality,  the  consciousness  or  opinion  of  individual  existence  (as  separated  from  the  Supreme). 
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(4).  The  True  one  I  will  praise,  to  the  True  one  I  will  cling,  by  the  true  name  satiety  is  given. 

On  virtue  I  will  reflect,  virtue  I  will  collect,  vice  I  will  wash  away. 

If  he  himself  unites  to  union  (with  himself),  there  will  not  be  again  separation. 

I,  Nanak,  will  praise  my  own  Guru,  from  whom  I  obtain  that  Lord. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 
XXVIII.     LXI. 
(1).  Hear,  hear,  0  thou  careless  of  work !  why  walkest  thou  swinging  thfrarm  ? 
Thou  dost  not  know  thy  own  beloved,  how  wilt  thou  show  thy  face  having  gone  (to  the  threshold 
of  Hari)  ? 

I  hold  the  foot  of  those  friends  who  have  known  their  beloved. 

(That)  I  may  become  like  them,  whom  he  unites  with  the  company  of  the  society  of  the  pious. 


0  false  handsome  woman,  thou  art  ruined  by  falsehood  ! 

The  beloved,  the  true,  beautiful  Lord,  is  obtained  by  means  of  reflection  (on)  the  Guru. 

(2).  The  fleshly- minded  do  not  know  the  beloved,  how  is  the  night  passed  by  them  ? 

They  are  filled  with  pride,  in  thirst  they  burn,  they  are  distressed  by  second  love. 

From  the  heart  of  those  favoured  women,  who  are  attached  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  egotism  departs. 

They  always  enjoy1  their  own  beloved,  in  continual  happiness  (their  time)  is  passed. 

(3).  She  who  is  without  divine  knowledge  is  abandoned  by  the  beloved,  the  beloved  cannot  be 
obtained  (by  her). 

Ignorance  is  darkness,  without  seeing  the  beloved  hunger  does  not  cease. 

Come,  join  me,  0  companion  !  unite  with  me  the  beloved ! 

If  by  a  perfect  destiny  the  Guru  is  met  with  (by  any),  the  beloved  is  obtained,  she  is  absorbed  in 
the  True  one. 

(4).  Those  friends  are  favoured  women  on  whom  he  looks  (in  mercy). 

(Those)  know  their  own  husband  (who)  put  their  body  and  soul  before  him. 

In  the  house  their  own  bridegroom  is  obtained  (by  them)  who  remove  egotism. 

0  Kanak !  beautiful  are  the  favoured  women,  who  perform  devotion  day  by  day ! 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 
XXIX.    LXII. 

(1).  Some  enjoy  their  own  beloved,  to  which  door  Bhall  I  go  and  ask  (for  him)  ? 

1  will  serve  the  true  Guru  with  love  (saying) :  join  to  me  the  beloved ! 

All  created  beings  he  sees  himself,  to  some  one  he  is  near,  from  some  one  far. 

She  who  has  known,  that  her  beloved  is  with  her,  always  retains  the  beloved  in  her  presence. 


0  handsome  woman,  walk  thou  in  the  love  of  the  Guru  ! 

Daily  thou  wilt  enjoy  thy  own  beloved,  being  readily  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(2).  Favoured  women  steeped  in  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  adorned  by  the  true  word : 

Obtain  Hari,  their  own  bridegroom,  in  (their)  house,  by  infinite  love  and  affection  to  the  Guru. 

The  bed  is  beautiful,  Hari  sports  in  love,  with  devotion  their  storehouses  are  filled. 

That  beloved  Lord  dwells  in  the  heart  who  gives  support  to  every  one. 

1  dl^fO'»  literally,  they  cause  their  beloved  (husband)  to  dally  with  them,  or  to  stay  with  them. 
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(3).  I  always  sacrifice  myself  for  those  who  praise  their  own  beloTed. 

Soul  and  body  I  surrender,  I  give  my  head,  I  cling  to  their  feet : 

Who  have  known  the  One,  having  done  away  second  love. 

0  Nanak !  (if)  by  the  disciple  the  name  is  known,  she  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  III. 

XXX.  LXIII. 

(1).  0  Hari,  thou  art  perfectly  true,  everything  is  in  thy  lap. 

In  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence)  they  wander  about,  longing  (for  thee),  without 
meeting  with  the  Guru  they  are  in  pain. 

(If)  thou,  0  liberal  Hari !  bestowest  it,  there  is  always  comfort  in  the  body. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  serve  thee,  0  true,  deep,  and  profound  one  ! 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  he  who  is  steeped  in  the  name  obtains  comfort ! 

By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  name  should  be  praised,  there  is  none  other. 
(2).  Dharmrai  {i.e.  Tama)  has  the  order :  sit  down  and  decide  on  true  religious  merit ! 
He  who  by  second  love  is  of  a  wicked  mind,  is  under  thy  dominion. 

"Who  mutter  the  qualities  of  the  Supreme  Hari,  the  vessel  of  virtues,  the  one  Murari,  in  their  heart : 
To  them  Dharmrai  performs  service ;  blessed  is  he  who  is  remembering  (Hari)  ! 
(3).  If  the  passions  of  the  heart  leave  the  heart,  spiritual  ignorance  and  conceit  is  stopped  in  the 
heart. 

By  'whom  the  Supreme  Spirit  is  known,  he  is  readily  absorbed  in  the  name. 

Without  the  true  Guru  final  emancipation  is  not  obtained,  the  fle3hly-minded  one  wanders  about  mad. 

He  does  not  know  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  is  chattering,  in  worldly  objects  he  is  absorbed. 

(4).  He  himself  is  everything,  there  is  none  other. 

As  he  causes  (them)  to  speak,  thus  it  is  spoken,  when  he  himself  calls  (them). 

The  speech  of  the  disciple  is  Brahm,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  union  is  effected. 

0  Nanak !  remember  thou  the  name,  by  the  worship  of  which  comfort  is  obtained  ! 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  III. 

XXXI.  LXIV. 

(1).  In  the  world  filth  and  (consequent)  pain  of  egotism  is  obtained,  by  second  love  dirt  sticks  (to 
men). 

The  filth  of  selfishness,  though  washed-,  does  not  go  off  at  all,  if  (one)  bathe  at  a  hundred  Tirthas. 
They  practise  works  of  many  kinds,  (but)  twofold  dirt  has  stuck  to  them. 
By  reading  the  dirt  does  not  go  off,  go  and  ask  the  sages  ! 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  if  one  come  to  the  asylum  of  the  Guru,  then  he  will  become  pure. 

The  fleshly-minded  in  saying :  Hari,  Hari !  have  become  tired,  the  dirt  could  not  be  washed  off 
(by  them). 

(2).  By  a  dirty  heart  devotion  cannot  be  made,  the  name  cannot  be  obtained. 

The  dirty  fleshly-minded  have  died  dirty,  they  will  go,  having  lost  their  honour. 

If  he  (Hari)  dwell  in  the  heart  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  the  filth  of  egotism  is  absorbed. 

As  in  darkness  a  lamp  is  lighted,  so  causes  the  Guru  by  (his)  divine  knowledge  ignorance  to  be 
dispersed. 
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(3).  "  It  is  done  by  us,"  "we  shall  do  it,"  (saying  thus)  we  are  foolish  and  ignorant. 

The  (real)  actor  is  forgotten  (by  us),  (our)  affection  is  (turned  to)  second  love. 

There  is  no  pain  like  that  of  theJMaya,  all  have  become  tired  wandering  about  in  the  world. 

From  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  comfort  is  obtained,  having  put  the  true  name  in  the  breast. 

(4).  Whom  he '  unites,  he  is  united,  I  sacrifice  myself  for  him. 

0  heart !  to  them,  who  are  immersed  in  devotion,  the  true  speech  (of  the  Guru)  is  their  own  place.2 

The  heart  being  coloured  the  tongue  is  coloured  (also)  and  sings  (then)  the  true  qualities  of  Hari. 

0  Eanak !  (by  whom)  the  name  is  not  forgotten,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Sin  Rag;  mahala  IV.' 

Ghar  I. 

I.     LXV. 

(1).  In  my  soul  and  body  are  excessive  pangs  of  separation,  how  shall  the  beloved  come  to  my  house 
and  meet  (with  me)  ? 

When  I  see  my  own  Lord,  my  pain  goes  by  seeing  the  Lord. 

1  will  go  and  ask  those  friends,  in  what  wise  the  Lord  may  come  to  an  interview  (with  me)  ? 


0  my  true  Guru !  without  thee  there  is  none  other. 

I,  foolish  and  stupid  man,  have  come  to  thy  asylum,  out  of  mercy  join  to  me  that  Hari  !* 
(2).  The  true  Guru  is  the  giver  of  the  name  of  Hari,  he  himself  unites  that  Lord  (with  men). 
From  the  true  Guru  the  Lord  Hari  is  known,  like  the  Guru  there  is  none  other. 

1  fall  on  the  asylum  of  the  Guru  (saying)  :  kindly  join  to  me  that  Lord ! 

(3).  ~Eo  one  has  obtained  him  (Hari)  by  the  obstinacy  of  his  mind,  every  one  becomes  tired  making 
shifts  (to  obtain  him). 

If  he  practise  a  thousand  clevernesses,  on  an  unaltered 5  heart  colour  does  not  stick. 

By  falsehood  and  hypocrisy  he  has  not  been  obtained  by  any  one ;  what  he  sows,  that  he  will  eat. 

(4).  The  hope  of  all  is  in  thee,  0  Lord  !  all  creatures  are  thine,  thou  (art  their)  capital. 

0  Lord !  no  one  is  empty  of  thee,  at  (thy)  gate  the  disciples  (obtain)  praise. 

Draw  out  those,  who  are  drowning  in  the  poison,  the  water  of  existence !  this  is  the  petition  of 
humble  Nanak. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  IV. 
II.     LXVI. 

(1).  If  the  name  is  obtained,  the  heart  is  satiated,  without  the  name  I  shall  live  in  misery. 
Would  that  some  disciple,  a  friend,  would  meet  (with  me),  that  he  would  show  me  the  Lord,  the 
vessel  of  virtues ! 

1  will  be  quartered  for  him  who  manifests  to  me  the  name ! 

Pause. 
0  my  beloved !  I  live,  having  meditated  on  the  name. 
Without  the  name  I  cannot  live ;  0  my  true  Guru,  make  fast  (in  me)  the  name ! 


>! 


1  i.e.  Hari. 

2  The  sense  is  :  they  live  in  the  true  speech  of  the  Guru,  are.  wholly  given  to  it. 

3  i.e.  Guru  Ramdas. 

1  It  appears  that  these  verses  were  made  by  Ramdas  before  he  himself  had  succeeded  to  the  Guruship. 
5  5TTT.  "4j-  new»  fresh,  not  improved  or  prepared  (by  a  course  of  discipline). 

8 
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(2).  The  name  is  a  priceless  jewel;  it  is  -with  the  perfect,  true  Guru. 
The  true  Guru,  having  taken  it  out,  reveals  it  to  those  who  give  themselves  to  his  service. 
Blessed  and  very  fortunate  are  the  men,  very  fortunate  the  women,  who  have  come  and  joined 
the  Guru. 

(3).  With  whom  the  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  has  not  met,  they  are  luckless  and  in  the 

power  of  death. 

They  are  again  and  again  compelled  to  wander  about  in  the  womb,  being  made  hideous  in  ordure. 

One  should  not  come  near  to  them,  in  whose  heart  is  wrath,  the  Chandal. 

(4).  The  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  is  the  pond  of  immortality,  the  very  fortunate  come  and 
bathe  therein. 

The  dirt  of  their  several  births  goes  off,  having  made  fast  the  pure  name  (in  themselves). 

Humble  Nanak  has  obtained  the  highest  station,  having  directed  his  devout  meditation  on  the  true 
Guru. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  IV. 

III.  LXVII. 

(1).  (His)  qualities  I  will  sing,  (his)  qualities  I  will  spread,  (his)  qualities  I  will  tell,  0  my  mother! 
The  disciple  who  tells  (his)  qualities,  is  my  friend ;  having  joined  (this  my)  friend,  I  will  sing  the 
qualities  of  Hari ! 

A  diamond,  having  met  with  a  diamond,  is  perforated;  in  deep  red  colour  I  will  bathe! 

Pause. 

0  my  Govind  !  if  I  sing  (thy)  qualities,  my  heart  is  satiated. 

"Within  (me)  is  thirst  after  the  name  of  Hari,  the  Guru  being  pleased  procures  it  (for  me). 

(2).  Colour  the  heart,  0  ye  very  fortunate  !  the  Guru  being  pleased  grants  the  favour. 

The  Guru  makes  fast  the  name  with  colour ;  I  sacrifice  myself  for  the  true  Guru. 

Without  the  true  Guru  the  name  of  Hari  is  not  obtained,  though  they  do  lakhs  and  crores  of  (good) 
works. 

(3).  Without  destiny  the  true  Guru  is  not  found,  (though)  always  sitting  near  him  in  (his)  house. 

Within  (whom)  is  the  pain  of  ignorance  and  error,  in  (whom)  is  a  film  (over  the  eyes),  they  (fern.) 
have  fallen  far  off  (from  the  Guru). 

Without  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  gold  is  not  made  (of  iron),  the  fleshly-minded,  the  iron,  is 
drowned  at  the  side  of  the  boat. 

(4).  The  true  Guru  is  the  boat  of  the  name  of  Hari,  in  what  wise  can  it  be  ascended  ? 

He  who  walks  according  to  the  will  of  the  true  Guru,  comes  and  sits  down  in  the  boat. 

Blessed,  blessed,  very  fortunate  are  those,  0  Xanak  !  whom  the  true  Guru  unites  (with  Hari). 

Sin  Rag  ;  mahala  IV. 

IV.  LXVIII. 

(1).  I  always  stand  and  inquire  after  the  road;  if  any  show  me  the  Lord,  to  them  I  go. 

1  go  about  following  those  who  have  got  hold  of  my  beloved,  making  entreaty,  making  supplication, 
(for)  I  desire  to  meet  the  Lord. 

Pause. 

0  my  brethren,  may  any  one  unite  me  to  union  with  Hari  the  Lord ! 

1  have  devoted  myself  to  the  true  Guru,  who  has  shown  (to  me)  Hari  the  Lord. 
(2).  Humble  I  fall  down  at  the  side  of  the  perfect,  true  Guru. 

The  hope  of  the  humble  is  the  Guru,  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  applauds  them. 
I  cannot  praise  enough  the  Guru,  who  makeB  me  meet  with  Hari  the  Lord. 
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(3).  Every  one. is  desiring  the  true  Guru,  all  the  world,  everybody. 

"Without  destiny  an  interview  (with  him)  is  not  obtained;  he,  whose  lot  it  is  not,  sits  and  weeps. 
What  has  pleased  to  Hari,  that  Jjias  come  to  pass ;  wbat  is  written  from  the  beginning,  no  one  will 
blot  out. 

(4).  He  himself  is  the  true  Guru,  Hari  himself  unites  to  union  with  himself. 

He  himself,  having  bestowed  mercy,  will  unite,  who  follow  after  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru. 

He  himself  is  in  the  world  the  life  of  the  whole  world ;  0  Nanak !  water  is  absorbed  in  water. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  IV. 
V.     LXIX. 

(1).  The  name  is  juice  of  nectar,  a  very  good  juice;  how  is  it  obtained,  that  I  may  drink  (this) 
juice  ? ' 

Go  and  ask  the  favoured  women :  how  has  the  Lord  come  and  joined  you  ? 
These  fearless  ones  say :  I,  rubbing,  rubbing,  wash  his  foot.2 


0  brother  !  having  met  with  the  friend,  remember  the  qualities  of  Hari ! 

The  friend  is  the  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  he  removes  (thy)  pain  by  destroying  (thy)  egotism ! 3 
(2).  The  (female)  disciples  are  favoured  women,  into  their  heart  mercy  has  fallen. 
The  word  of  the  true  Guru  is  a  jewel ;  who  minds  it,  drinks  the  juice  of  Hari. 
Those  are  known  as  very  fortunate  who  have  drunk  the  juice  of  Hari  by  love  to  the  Guru. 
(3).  This  juice  of  Hari  is  in  every  tree  and  grass,  the  luckless  do  not  drink  it. 
"Without  the  true  Guru  it  does  not  come  to  hand,4  the  fleshly-minded  are  lamenting  (at  not  getting  it). 
They  do  not  bow  before  the  true  Guru,  in  their  heart  is  the  calamity  of  wrath. 
(4).  Hari,  Hari,  Hari  himself  is  the  juice,  from  Hari  himself  the  juice  issues. 
He  himself,  having  bestowed  mercy,  will  give  it,  and  the  disciple  will  suck  the  nectar. 
"When  that  Hari  has  taken  his  dwelling  in  the  heart,  0  Nanak!  the  whole  body  and  soul  has 
become  green. 

Siri  Rag;  mahala  IV. 

VI.     LXX. 

(1).  The  day  rises  and  sets  again,  the  whole  night  passes  (again). 

The  time  of  life  decreases,  man  does  not  perceive  it;  continually  the  mouse  gnaws  the  rope  (of  life). 
Sweet  molasses  are  spread  out  by  the  Maya,  the  fleshly-minded  one,  sticking  to  it  like  a  fly,  is 
consumed  and  causes  (others)  to  be  consumed.6 


0  brother !  my  friend  and  companion  is  that  Lord. 

The  fascination  of  son  and  wife  is  poison,  at  the  end  no  one  will  be  a  companion. 

1  The  idiomatic  expression  is  ~3T{  mQ<&\,  to  eat  the  juice. 

2  V{f&  *rf*5  ^T  f3?S  VlfS>  these  words  are  apparently  to  be  referred  to  the  Guru  (1375  being  taken 
in  an  honorific  sense). 

3  ^  5|  is  often  to  be  taken  in  the  sense  of  the  Sansk.  ^Jf  cfiTT'  the  individuality  as  separated  from  the 
Supreme  Spirit.    The  Guru  removes  the  pain  by  causing  the  individuality  to  be  re-absorbed  into  the  world-soul. 

4  Vf^  3ST  "U%  >  literally,  it  does  not  fall  into  the  lap. 

5  V%  V^rfff  may  also  De  translated  :  he  is  thoroughly  consumed,  being  taken  as  an  intensive  verb. 
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(2).  The  disciples  of  the  Guru  are  saved  by  devout  meditation  on  Hari,  uncontaminated  they  remain 
in  the  asylum  (of  the  Guru). 

Their  departure  is  always  kept  in  view  by  them,  Hari  is  taken  as  their  viaticum,  they  will  receive 
honour. 

The  disciples  are  accepted  at  the  threshold,  by  Hari  himself  they  are  received  and  embraced. 

(3).  To  the  disciples  the  way  is  manifest,  at  the  gate  (of  Hari)  they  are  by  no  means  kept  back. 

They  praise  the  name  of  Hari,  the  name  is  in  their  heart,  they  continue  devoutly  meditating  on 
the  name. 

"Whilst  sounds  not  produced  by  beating  (an  instrument)  are  sounded  at  the  gate,  they  obtain  lustre ' 
at  the  true  gate. 

(4).  Every  one  applauds  the  disciples  by  whom  the  name  is  praised. 

0  Lord  !  give  me  their  company  !  (this  is)  the  petition  of  (this)  beggar. 

0  Xanak  !  the  lot  of  those  disciples  is  great  in  whose  heart  the  name  is  shining. 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahdlu  V. 
Ghar  I. 

I.     LXXI. 

(1).  How  thou  art  delighted,  having  seen  the  ornaments  of  thy  son  and  wife ! 
Thou  enjoyest  thyself,  livest  in  pleasures,  art  given  to  innumerable  merriments. 
Thou  givest  many  orders  and  art  inflexible. 
The  creator  does  come  into  thy  mind,  (thou  art)  a  blind,  ignorant,  self-willed  man. 

Pause. 

0  my  heart !  the  giver  of  comfort  is  that  Hari. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  is  obtained,  by  destiny  he  is  acquired. 

(2).  Thou  art  covetous  of  clothes  and  enjoyment,  of  the  dust  of  gold  and  silver. 

Excellent  horses  and  elephants  are  much  liked3  (by  thee) ;  indefatigable  chariots  are  made. 

(But  in  spite  of  all  this)  thou  dost  not  come  into  anybody's  mind,  thou  art  forgotten  by  all  (thy) 
relationship  (after  thy  death). 

Being  led  astray  by  the  creator  (thou  art)  impure  without  the  name. 

(3).  Earning  the  imprecations  (of  others)  thou  collectest  wealth. 

On  what  thou  art  putting  thy  trust,  that  does  not  remain  always  with  thee. 

Thou  practisest  egotism  ;  0  selfish  one !  thou  art  immersed  in  the  inclination  of  thy  heart. 

He  who  is  led  astray  by  that  Lord  himself  has  no  caste  nor  fellowship. 

(4).  He,  who  has  been  joined  (with  Hari)  by  the  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  is  alone  my  friend. 

One  is  the  protector  of  the  people  of  Hari,  what  do  men  weep  in  selfishness  ? 

What  is  pleasing  to  the  people  of  Hari,  that  he  (=Hari)  does,  at  the  gate  of  Hari  they  are  never 
turned  back. 

0  Xanak!  he  who  is  steeped  in  the  love  of  Hari  becomes  a  light  in  the  whole  world. 

1  *i9[  "MlGoi,  to  obtain  lustre  =  to  be  adorned,  to  be  received  with  honour. 

2  Guru  Arjun.  On  the  whole,  his  poetry  is  the  most  incoherent  and  the  least  refined  in  the  Granth  and 
therefore  frequently  obscure,  as  little  attention  is  paid  by  him  to  a  clear  grammatical  construction. 

3  U^3=Sansk.  ^r^,  excellent  horse;  fr^,  Sindhi  5Rr^  =  Sansk.  ip^  (Prakrit  first  Tf^TT, 
thence  the  Hindu!  *HTWT,  *  being  a  euphonic  insertion  to  avoid  the  hiatus).  The  Labor  lithographed 
edition  reads  W>  two  other  MSS.  read  only  ^,  which  suits  the  context  better;  the  translator  has  followed 
the  latter  reading. 
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Siri  Rag ;  mahala  V. 

II.     LXXII. 

(1).  In  (their)  heart  (is)  much  wantonness  and  great  merriment;  being  led  astray  by  the  pleasures 
of  the  sight : 

The  umbrella-wearing  sovereignties  have  fallen  into  doubt !  {i.e.  duality). 


0  brother  !  happiness  is  obtained  in  the  society  of  the  saints. 

To  whom  it  is  decreed  by  that  Supreme  Spirit,  who  fixes  the  destiny,  the  pain  of  his  uncertainty  is 
blotted  out. 

(2).  As  many  places  and  countries  there  are,  so  many  have  (I)  wandered  through. 
The  wealthy  man  and  great  landowner  says  (everywhere) :  "  it  is  mine,  it  is  mine." 
(3).  He  carries  out  his  order,  fearless  and  unflinching  he  is  in  his  pursuit. 
Every  one  is  subjected  by  him,  (but)  without  the  name  he  is  mingled  with  dust. 
(4).  Thirty-three  crores  of  servants,  Siddhs  and  Sadhiks,2  standing  at  the  gate. 
"Wealth,  great  dominion — all,  0  Nanak  !  has  become  (= passed)  like  a  dream. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  V. 

III.     LXXIII. 

(1).  Having  risen  early  in  the  morning  (the  body)  is  adorned,  without  understanding  (the  truth) 
she  is  foolish  and  ignorant. 

(If)  that  Lord  has  not  come  into  her  mind,  she  will  be  left  in  the  desert. 
Having  directed  her  thought  to  the  true  Guru  she  always,  always  enjoys  pleasure. 


0  man,3  thou  art  come  (into  this  world)  to  gain  advantage. 

In  what  bad  brawl  art  thou  engaged  ?  (thy)  whole  night,4  passing  away,  is  gone, 

(2).  Cattle  and  birds  jump  about,  death  is  not  seen  (by  them). 

In  that  company  (i.e.  like  them)  is  man,  who  is  ensnared  in  the  net  of  the  Maya. 

Those  are  perceived  as  emancipated  who  remember  the  true  name. 

(3).  The  house,  that  is  to  be  abandoned,  has  become  dear  to  thy  heart. 

Whither  thou  hast  to  go  and  to  remain,  of  that  thou  dost  not  think. 

Those  ensnared  ones  have  come  out  (of  the  net),  who  fall  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

(4).  No  one  can  protect,  no  other  (can)  show  (Hari). 

Having  searched  in  the  four  corners  (I)  have  come  and  fallen  on  the  asylum  (of  the  Guru). 

By  the  true  king6  (=Guru)  Nanak  the  drowning  one  has  been  drawn  out. 

1  They  have  fallen  into  doubt  or  uncertainty,  i.e.  they  no  longer  know  who  they  are,  they  do  not  know 
their  own  self. 

2  frjIT.  a  man  supposed  to  have  acquired  miraculous  powers  (a  Jogi) ;    *irfi<o<  (CT^lOi  an  ascetic, 
engaged  in  a  course  of  austerities  and  observances  in  order  to  obtain  final  emancipation, 

3  VTSYi  any  living  being,  but  chiefly  man  (man  and  woman). 

4  %fe  O^'ft)'  night,  the  time  of  enjoyment  =  lifetime. 

5  By  Arjun  the  title  of  J&  VTfd^lvTj  true  king,  is  applied  to  the  Guru,  which  afterwards  has  become 
the  usual  address  to  the  Sikh  Gurus. 
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Siri  Rag ;  mahala  V. 

IV.  LXXIV. 

(1).  The  guest  of  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  minutes  is  intent  on  his  business. 

Being  immersed  in  the  business  of  the  Maya  the  foolish  one  does  not  understand  (the  truth). 

Having  risen  and  departed  he  repents,  he  has  fallen  into  the  power  of  the  executioner  (of  Tama). 

Pause. 

0  blind  one,  thou  art  seated  near  the  bank  (of  a  river) ! 
If  it  be  written  before,  then  thou  wilt  obtain  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
(2).  Not  the  green  nor  the  half- ripe,  the  ripe  (field)  he  is  cutting. 
Having  taken  the  sickle  he  has  arrived  (on  the  field),  having  kept  ready  the  reapers. 
"When  the  order  of  the  farmer  is  given,  then  the  field  is  reaped  and  measured. 

(3).  The  first  watch  (of  the  night)  is  gone  in  business,  the  second  he  has  slept,  in  the  third  nonsense 
is  chattered,  in  the  fourth  it  has  become  morning. 

He  has  never  come  into  his  mind,  by  whom  soul  and  body  were  given. 

(4.)  (My)  soul  is  devoted  and  made  a  sacrifice  for  the  assembly  of  the  holy  ones : 

From  which  sagacity  has  fallen  into  (my)  heart  and  the  Supreme  wise  Spirit  is  obtained. 

Nanak  has  seen  (thus)  the  heart-knowing,  wise  Hari  always  (dwelling)  with  him. 

Sin  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 

V.  LXXV. 

(1).  All  things  are  forgotten  (by  me),  the  One  is  not  forgotten. 

Having  burnt  all  (worldly)  business,  the  Guru  has  given  (to  me)  the  relish  of  the  true  name. 

Having  dropped  all  hopes,  I  acquire  one  hope. 

Those  who  have  served  the  true  Guru,  have  obtained  a  place  (in  the  other  world). 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  praise  the  creator  ! 

Having  abandoned  all  clevernesses  fall  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru  ! 

(2).  Pain  and  hunger  do  not  pervade  (the  body),  if  the  giver  of  comfort  be  in  the  heart. 

One  is.  not  ruined  by  any  business  (or  work),  if  that  True  one  is  in  the  heart. 

"Whom  thou  protectest  having  given  thy  hand  (to  him),  him  no  one  can  kill. 

If  the  comfort-giving  Guru  be  served,  he  washes  off  all  vices. 

(3).  (Thy)  servant  asks  the  service  (of  those),  (by  whom)  thy  service  is  performed. 

By  the  assiduity  of  the  assembly  of  the  holy  ones  I  obtain  a  pleased  God. 

Everything  is  subject  to  the  Lord,  he  himself  achieves  the  action.1 

1  sacrifice  myself  for  the  true  Guru,  who  accomplishes  all  my  desires. 
(4).  One  friend  is  seen  (by  me),  one  brother  and  friend. 

The  One's  are  the  materials,  the  One's  the  manner  (of  applying  them). 
If  with  the  One  my  heart  is  conciliated,  my  mind  has  become  immovable. 

The  True  one  is  (my)  eating,  the  True  one  (my)  clothing,  by  Nanak  the  True  one  is  made  his 
support. 

1  There  is  no  real  liberty  of  the  created  beings,  the  Lord  himself  is  performing  the  actions  in  and  through 
them,  g^?  is  an  alliteration  instead  of  5^,  likewise  \r^  instead  of  \J%,  to  rhyme  with  ^.  Arjun, 
who  pays  little  attention  to  a  pure  rhyme,  adds  any  meaningless  syllable  to"  make  up  the  rhyme,  so  that  the 
final  words  of  a  verse  are  often  hardly  recognizable. 
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Siri  Rag ;  mahala  V. 
VI.     LXXVI.    . 
(1).  All  things  are  obtained,  if  the  One  come  to  hand. 
The  boon  of  human  birth  is  bearing  fruit,  if  one  tell  the  true  word.1 
He  obtains  the  palace  (of  Hari)  from  the  Guru,  on  whose  forehead  it  may  be  written. 


0  my  heart,  apply  thy  mind  to  the  One ! 

Without  the  One  all  is  trouble,  all  the  fascination  of  the  Maya  is  false. 

(2).  There  are  lakhs  of  pleasures  and  sovereignties,  if  the  true  Guru  cast  a  glance  (of  mercy). 
If  he  gives  (me)  one  moment  the  name  of  Hari,  my  soul  and  body  become  cool. 
For  whom  it  is  decreed  before,  he  has  seized  the  feet  of  the  true  Guru. 

(3).  Fruitful  are  the  forty-eight  minutes,  fruitful  the  twenty-four  minutes,  in  which  there  is  love 
to  the  True  one. 

Pain  and  affliction  do  not  touch  him,  whose  support  is  the  name  of  Hari. 

Whom  the  Guru,  having  seized  his  arm,  has  drawn  out,  he  has  passed  across. 

(4).  That  place  is  beautiful  and  pure,  where  the  assembly  of  the  saints  is. 

Entrance  obtains  he,  who  has  got  the  perfect  Guru. 

0  Nanak !  their  house  is  built  there,  where  there  is  no  death,  nor  birth,  nor  old  age. 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 
VII.     LXXVII. 
(1).  He  should  be  meditated  upon,  0  soul,  who  is  king  above  kings ! 
0  heart,  place  thy  hope  on  him,  in  whom  every  one  trusts ! 
Having  given  up  all  cunning  fall  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru  ! 


O  my  heart,  with  comfort  and  ease  mutter  the  name  ! 

Meditate  the  eight  watches  (of  the  day)  on  the  Lord,  sing  continually  the  qualities  of  Govind  ! 

(2).  Fall  on  the  asylum  of  him,  0  heart,  like  whom  there  is  none  other  ! 

33y  the  remembrance  of  whom  much  comfort  is  obtained,  and  no  pain  whatever  arises. 

Perform  always,  always  the  service  of  the  Lord,  he  is  the  true  Lord. 

(3).  In  the  assembly  of  the  saints  thou  becomest  pure,  the  noose  of  Tama  is  cut  off. 

Before  him,  who  is  the  giver  of  comfort  and  the  remover  of  fear,  offer  thy  supplication  ! 

On  whom  the  kind  one  bestows  kindness,  his  business  is  put  right.2 

(4).  More  than  much. he  should  be  praised,  whose  place  is  higher  than  high. 

Of  him,  who  is  without  colours  and  marks,  I  cannot  tell  the  value. 

0  Lord,  have  compassion  on  Nanak,  give  him  thy  own  true  name ! 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 
VIII.     LXXVIII. 

(1).  He,  who  meditates  on  the  name  is  happy,  his  face  becomes  bright. 
From  the  perfect  Guru  he  is  obtained,  who  is  manifest  in  all  the  worlds. 
In  the  house  of  the  society  of  the  pious  dwells  that  One  true. 

1  i.e.  If  one  always  utter :  Hari !  Hari !  the  true  Sabd  is  the  name  of  Hari,  the  Gnr-mantr. 
*  i.e.  He  obtains  the  object  of  his  coming  into  this  world. 
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Pause. 

0  my  heart,  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  ! 

The  name  is  always  a  companion  and  with  (thee),  in  the  other  world  it  will  bring  (thee)  emancipation. 

(2).  Of  what  use  are  the  greatnesses  of  the  world  ? 

The  amusement  of  the  Maya  is  all  insipid,  at  last  it  passes  away  and  is  annihilated. 

In  whose  heart  Hari  dwells,  he  is  perfect  and  foremost. 

(3).  Become  the  dust  of  the  pious  having  abandoned  thy  own  self! 

Give  up  all  schemes  and  cunning  and  cling  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru  ! 

He  gets  the  jewel,  on  whose  forehead  the  lot  may  be  (written). 

(4).  He  gets  it,  0  brother !  to  whom  the  Lord  himself  gives  (it). 

He  performs  the  service  of  the  true  Guru,  the  heat  of  whose  egotism  is  put  out. 

"With  Mnak  the  Guru  has  met  and  all  his  passions  have  become  extinct. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 

IX.     LXXIX. 

(1).  One  knows  the  creatures,  One  is  their  preserver. 

In  One  I  trust  in  (my)  heart,  One  is  the  support  of  my  life. 

In  the  asylum  of  him,  who  is  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  creator,  there  is  always  happiness. 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  give  up  all  schemes  ! 

"Worship  the  perfect  Guru,  apply  thyself  continually  to  the  meditation  on  the  One  ! 
(2).  The  One  is  (my)  brother,  the  One  (my)  friend,  the  One  (my)  mother  and  father. 
In  the  One  I  trust  in  my  heart,  who  has  given  (me)  soul  and  body. 
That  Lord  is  not  forgotten  from  (my)  heart,  who  has  subjected  to  himself  everything. 
(3).  In  the  house  is  the  One,  outside  is  the  One,  in  every  place  is  he  himself. 
By  whom  the  living  creatures  are  made,  him  repeat  silently  the  eight  watches  (day  and  night) ! 
Those  who  are  in  love  with  the  One  have  no  grief  nor  affliction. 
(4).  The  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord  is  One,  there  is  no  second. 
Body  and  soul,  all  is  his,  what  is  pleasing  to  him,  that  is  done. 
In  the  perfect  Guru  he  has  become  complete ; '  0  Nanak,  repeat  thou  silently  that  True  one ! 

Sirl  Pag  ;  mahala  V. 

X.     LXXX. 
(1).  Those  who  have  applied  their  mind  to  the  true  Guru,  are  perfect  and  foremost. 
To  whom  he  himself  is  merciful,  in  their  mind  divine  knowledge  springs  up. 
To  whom  it  is  written  on  the  forehead,  they  obtained  the  name  of  Hari. 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  meditate  on  the  One  name ! 

All  comforts  spring  up,  thou  wilt  go  dressed  (in  a  robe  of  honour)  to  the  threshold. 

(2).  The  fear  of  birth  and  death  is  gone  by  the  love  and  worship  of  Gopal.2 

He  himself  preserves  (those,  who)  are  pure  by  the  society  of  the  holy  ones. 

The  dirt  of  birth  and  death  is  cleared  away,  having  seen  the  sight  of  the  Guru  they  are  happy. 

1  The  sense  is  :  In  the  perfect  Guru  the  Supreme  is  completely  contained,  present. 

2  A  name  of  Krishna,  identified  with  the  Supreme. 


SIEI  RAG,  MAH.  V.,  SABD  XI.  XII.  (LXXXI.  LXXXII.)  65 

(3).  In  every  place  is  contained  that  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord. 

The  donor  of  all  is  the  One,  there  is  no  second. 

In  his  asylum  emancipation  is  obtained;  what  one  desires,  that  comes  to  pass. 

(4).  In  -whose  heart  the  Supreme  Brahm  dwells,  they  are  perfect  and  foremost. 

Their  pure  lustre  has  become  manifest  in  the  world. 

Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  for  those  who  have  meditated  on  my  Lord. 

Siri  Rag ;  rnahala  V. 

XI.     LXXXI. 

(1).  Having  met  with  the  true  Guru  all  pain  is  gone,  the  comfort  of  Hari  has  come  and  settled  in 
the  heart. 

"Within  (them)  light  is  manifested  (who)  direct  (their)  thoughts  on  the  One. 

Having  joined  the  holy  ones  the  face  is  bright,  they  {i.e.  the  disciples)  obtain  what  is  written  before 
(for  them). 

Those  who  sing  continually  the  qualities  of  Govind,  are  pure  by  the  true  name. 


0  my  heart,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  comfort  is  obtained  ! 
The  service  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  by  no  means  fruitless. 

(2).  The  desires  of  the  heart  are  fulfilled,  the  treasure  of  the  name  is  obtained. 
The  creator,  the  knower  of  the  heart,  is  known1  as  always  indwelling. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  face  is  bright,  having  repeated  the  name  (and  practised)  liberality 
(and)  ablution. 

Lust,  wrath,  covetousness  have  become  extinct,  all  pride  is  abandoned.2 

(3).  The  gain  of  the  name  is  obtained,  all  the  business  is  completed. 

By  the  Lord,  having  bestowed  mercy,  he  is  united  (with  himself),  his  own  name  is  given  to  him. 

His  coming  and  going  has  been  stopped,  he  himself  {i.e.  Hari)  has  become  kind  (to  him). 

The  true  palace  and  house  {i.e.  of  Hari)  is  obtained  (by  him),  (who)  has  known3  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(4).  The  devotees  he  protects  having  bestowed  his  own  mercy  (on  them). 

In  this  and  that  world  the  faces  of  them  are  bright  who  remember  the  qualities  of  the  True  one. 

Bemembering  (his)  qualities  the  eight  watches  (=day  and  night)  they  are  steeped  in  infinite  love. 

Nanak  is  always  a  sacrifice  for  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  ocean  of  happiness. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  V. 

XII.    LXXXII. 

(1).  If  the  perfect,  true  Guru  be  met  with,  the  treasure  of  the  word  (=name)  is  obtained. 
If  the  Lord  bestow  his  own  mercy,  the  immortal  name  is  silently  repeated. 
The  pain  of  birth  and  death  is  cut  off,  meditation  is  easily  brought  about. 


0  my  heart,  fall  on  the  asylum  of  the  Lord  ! 

"Without  Hari  there  is  none  other,  meditate  on  the  One  name ! 

(2).  His  value  cannot  he  told,  he  is  an  unfathomable  ocean  of  qualities. 

1  mnS  =  "M^IAT>  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 

2  All  this  is  the  fruit  of  the  service  of  the  Guru. 

3  i.e.  Who  has  received  as  true. 
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0  very  fortunate,  join  the  society  (of  the  holy  ones),  helieve  in  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru) ! 

Serve  the  ocean  of  happiness,  who  is  king  above  kings  ! 

(3).  My  trust  is  the  lotus  of  the  foot  (of  Hari),  there  is  no  other  place. 

My  hold  is  on  thee,  0  Supreme  Brahm !  by  thy  power  I  remain  (abide). 

0  Lord !  thou  art  the  trust  of  the  humble,  into  thy  society  I  enter. 

(4).  Hari  should  be  silently  repeated,  Govind  should  be  worshipped  the  eight  -watches ! 

(By  whom)  soul,  life,  body,  property  are  preserved,  (by  whom)  mercifully  life  is  protected. 

0  Nanak !  all  pains  are  removed  by  him,  the  Lord,  the  Supreme  Brahm,  is  forgiving  (or :  giving). 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  V. 
XIII.     LXXXIII. 
(1).  Who  has  fallen  in  love  with  that  True  one,  he  does  not  die  nor  come  (again)  after  having  gone. 
Though  separated,  he  is  not  separated  (from  him,  who)  is  continually  contained  in  all. 
The  pain  and  trouble  of  the  humble  he  (Hari)  is  breaking  on  account  of  his  good  disposition  towards 
(his)  worshipper. 

The  wonderfully  formed,  the  unstained  (Supreme)  has  been  united  (to  me)  by  the  Guru,  0  mother ! 

Pause. 

0  brother,  make  that  Lord  thy  friend ! 

Away  with  the  fascination  and  friendship  of  the  Maya !  no  happy  one  is  seen. 

(2).  He  is  wise,  bountiful,  well-disposed,  pure,  of  an  infinite  form  (or  beauty). 

A  friend,  a  helper,  very  great,  high,  great,  infinite. 

He  is  not  known  as  young  (or)  old,  his  court  is  immovable. 

What  is  asked  (from  him),  that  is  obtained,  he  is  the  support  of  the  helpless.1 

(3).  Looking  upon  whom  the  sins  are  taken  away  and  tranquillity  is  made  in  soul  and  body. 

If  with  one  mind  the  One  be  meditated  upon,  the  error  of  the  mind  ceases. 

He  is  the  abode  of  virtues,  always  young,  whose  bountifulness  is  (all-)  filling. 

Always,  always  he  should  be  worshipped,  day  and  night  he  should  not  be  forgotten ! 

(4).  For  whom  it  was  written  before,  their  friend  is  G5vind. 

Body,  soul  and  property,  all  I  offer  (to  those,  by  whom)  this  whole  life  is  devoted  (to  him). 

He  always  sees  and  hears  in  the  presence,  in  everybody  Brahm  is  contained. 

(Even)  the  ungrateful2  he  cherishes ;  the  Lord,  0  Nanak !  is  always  giving. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 
XIV.     LXXXIV. 

(1).  By  the  Lord,  by  whom  soul,  body  and  property  have  been  given,  they  are  easily  (naturally) 
taken  care  of  and  preserved. 

Having  made  all  the  constituent  parts  (of  the  body),  infinite  light  has  been  put  within  it  (by  him).3 
Always,  always  the  Lord  should  be  remembered,  put  and  keep  him  within  thy  breast ! 

1  fomdl  =  (AMdi  ;  Arjun  lengthens  or  shortens  the  syllables,  not  only  at  the  end  of  the  verse  (for  the 
sake  of  the  rhyme),  but  also  in  the  midst  of  the  line,  just  as  he  pleases. 

2  JHtSTd^UfS.  ungrateful.  It  is  somewhat  doubtful  if  it  is  to  be  derived  from  WtTS  or  from  ^TStfTH- 
In  the  first  case  the  initial  Jlf  would  be  wrong,  in  the  second  the  assimilation  of  ^J  to  ghan  is  without  analogy. 

3  ST?5T  is  here  identical  with  \JTfJ,  a  constituent  part  of  the  body,  of  which  seven  are  enumerated  :  blood, 
marrow,  fat,  flesh,  bones,  medullary  substance,  semen.  The  ^f3  *WVT3">  the  infinite  light,  is  the  WT3TT. 
or  the  individual  spirit  which  has  directly  emanated  from  the  Supreme  Spirit. 
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Pause. 
0  my  heart,  there  is  none  otter  without  Hari ! 
Remain  always  in  the  asylum  of*the  Lord,  no  pain  will  enter  thee. 
(2).  Jewels,  choice  things,  rubies,  gold,  silver  are  dust. 
Mother,  father,  son,  relative,  all  kinsmen  are  false. 

By  whom  he  was  made,  him  he  does  not  know,  the  fleshly-minded  one  is  an  impure  beast. 
(3).  "Who  is  inside  and  outside  diffused,  him  he  considers  as  being  far  away. 
Thirst  (worldly  covetousness)  has  seized  him,  he  is  absorbed  in  it,  in  his  heart  is  cruel  egotism. 
The  boat's  load1  of  them,  who  are  destitute  of  devotion  and  the  name,  comes  and  goes. 
(4).  Be  merciful,  0  Lord  creator,  and  preserve  the  creatures ! 
"Without  the  Lord  there  is  no  protector,  very  formidable  has  Tama  become. 
!Nanak  does  not  forget  (thy)  name,  0  Hari,  bestow  (on  me)  thy  own  mercy ! 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  V. 

XV.     LXXXV. 

(1).  My  body  and  property,  my  kingdom  and  beauty,  my  country, 

(My)  many  sons  and  wives,  many  amusements  and  clothes  : 

Are,  if  the  name  of  Hari  do  not  dwell  in  (my)  heart,  of  no  use  nor  account. 


0  my  heart,  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari ! 

Keeping  always  company  with  the  holy  ones  direct  thy  mind  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru ! 

(2).  The  treasure  of  the  name  is  meditated  upon  (by  him),  upon  (whose)  forehead  the  lot  may  be 
(written). 

All  the  works  (of  him)  are  adjusted,  (who)  clings  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

The  sickness  of  egotism  (and  his)  error  is  cut  off,  he  does  not  come  nor  will  he  go  (again  into  other 
wombs). 

(3).  Keep  thou  company  with  the  holy  ones  (and  thus)  bathe  at  the  sixty-eight  Tlrthas  \% 

Life,  soul,  body  become  fresh  (thereby),  this  is  true  relish. 

Here  (in  this  world)  greatnesses  will  accrue  to  thee  and  at  the  threshold  thou  wilt  obtain  a  place. 

(4).  The  Lord  himself  does  and  causes  to  be  done  (everything),  all  is  in  his  hand. 

He  himself  having  killed  vivifies,  within  and  without  he  is  with  (every  one). 

Kanak  has  taken  refuge  with  the  Lord,  who  is  the  Lord  of  all  bodies. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahald,  V. 
XVI.     LXXXVI. 
(1).  I  have  fallen3  on  the  asylum  of  my  Lord,  the  Guru  has  been  merciful. 
By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  all  my  troubles  have  become  extinct. 
My  heart  has  clung  to  the  name  of  Earn,  by  the  sight  of  the  nectar  I  am  happy. 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  the  service  of  the  true  Guru  is  the  best. 
If  the  Lord  bestow  his  own  mercy  (on  me),  I  do  not  forget  him  one  moment  from  my  heart. 

1  V3>  *•*».  the  party  taken  over  in  one  boat's  trip. 

2  The  sense  is  :  if  thou  keep  company  with  the  pious,  it  is  as  much  as  if  thou  wouldst  bathe  at  the  sixty- 
eight  Tlrthas. 

3  IfJJ ;  no  subject  is  mentioned,  but  it  must  be,  according  to  the  whole  context,  7m,  we  =  I. 
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(2).  The  qualities  of  Govind  should  continually  be  sung,  who  is  the  extinguisher  of  vices. 

Without  the  name  of  Hari  comfort  is  not  obtained,  I  have  seen  a  great  many  things.1 

Those  who  were  given  to  his  praises,  have  easily  crossed  the  water  of  existence. 

(3).  (It  is  equal  to)  a  Tlrtha,  fasting,  lakhs  of  abstinences,  if  the  dust  of  the  holy  ones  be  obtained. 

From  whom  will  (one)  hide  himself,  as  he  (=Hari)  always  sees  in  the  presence  ? 

In  every  place  my  Lord  is  contained  brimful. 

(4).  True  is  (his)  kingdom,  true  his  order,  true  is  the  place  of  the  True  one. 

True  power  he  has  applied,  by  the  True  one  the  world  has  been  created. 

I,  Nanak,  am  always  a  sacrifice  for  him,  by  whom  the  true  name  is  silently  repeated. 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 

XVII.     LXXXVII. 
(1).  Who  with  effort  is  silently  repeating  Hari,  he  is  very  fortunate  and  acquires  wealth. 
He  who  remembers  Hari  in  the  society  of  the  saints,  cuts  off  the  dirt  of  (all  his)  births. 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  go  on  repeating  the  name  of  Hari ! 
Enjoy  the  fruits  desired  by  the  heart,  all  grief  and  anguish  ceases. 

(2).  By  whose  agency  the  body  is  sustained,  that  Lord  is  seen  as  being  with  (=  indwelling). 
In  the  water,  the  earth,  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  he  is  present,2  the  Lord  beholds  his  own  sight. 
(3).  Soul  and  body  have  become  pure,  love  to  the  True  one  has  sprung  up. 

By  whom  the  feet  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  are  worshipped,  they  have  performed  all  silent  repetitions 
and  austerities. 

(4).  A  gem,  jewel,  ruby,  nectar  is  the  name  of  Hari. 

Comfort,  ease,  joy,  relish;  humble  Nanak  sings  the  qualities  of  Hari. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  V. 

XVIII.     LXXXVIIL 

(1).  That  is  a  SMstr,  that  is  a  magic  spell,3  by  means  of  which  the  name  of  Hari  is  muttered. 

By  (that)  placeless  one  a  place  has  been  obtained,  (to  whom)  by  the  Guru  the  wealth  of  the  lotus  of 
the  foot  is  given. 

(That  is)  true  capital,  (that  is)  true  abstinence,  if  (one)  sing  the  eight  watches  the  qualities  (of  Hari). 

With  whom  the  Lord  has  met  bestowing  his  mercy  (upon  him),  he  does  not  die,  nor  does  he  come 
and  go  (again). 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  worship  always  Hari  with  one  mind  ! 
He  is  contained  within  everybody,  he  is  always  a  helper  with  (thee). 
(2).  How  shall  I  count  the  amount  of  comforts,  when  I  remember  Govind  ? 
They  have  been  satiated  who  have  tasted  it,  that  relish  knows  (their)  soul  (only). 
The  Lord  dwells  in  the  heart  of  him  who  is  associated  with  the  saints,  the  beloved  is  bestowing  (his) 
favour  (on  him). 

He,  who  has  served  his  own  Lord,  is  king  and  chief  of  men. 

1  The  sense  is  :  I  have  seen  a  great  deal  and  can  speak  from  experience. 

'  Vf<J*HT>  literally  :  filled  in,  i.e.  completely  diffused,  so  that  no  place  is  empty  of  him. 

3  *iQ&>  Sansk.  a{ej«i,  a  magic  spell  or  hymn,  sung  to  obtain  favourable  events. 
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(3).  At  (every)  opportunity  (I)  delight  in  the  glory  and  qualities  of  Hari,  in  which  (are  contained1) 
crores  of  ablutions  and  bathings. 

(If)  the  tongue  utters  the  reports  of  the  qualities  (of  Hari),  no  alms  -will  come  up  to  it. 

Having  bestowed  a  favourable  look  he  dwells  in  soul  and  body,  the  merciful  Supreme  Spirit,  the 
hind  one. 

Soul,  body  and  wealth  are  his,  I  am  always,  always  a  sacrifice  (for  him). 

(4).  "Who  is  united  by  the  creator  (with  himself),  he,  being  united,  is  never  separated  (from  him). 

The  fetters  of  his  servants  are  cut  asunder  by  the  true  creator. 

The  erring  one  is  put  by  him  into  the  (right)  way  not  considering  his  virtues  and  vices. 

Nanak  has  gone  to  the  asylum  of  him,  who  is  the  support  of  all  bodies. 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 

XIX.     LXXXIX. 

(1).  If  by  the  tongue  the  True  one  be  remembered,  soul  and  body  become  pure. 

(Though  there  be)  mother,  father  and  numerous  relatives,  without  him  there  is  none  other. 

If  he  bestow  his  own  favour,  he  is  not  forgotten  a  minute. 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  serve  the  True  one  as  long  as  there  is  (any)  breath  ! 
"Without  the  True  one  all  is  falsehood,  at  the  end  it  is  annihilated. 
(2).  My  Lord  is  pure,  without  him  I  cannot  abide. 

In  my  heart  and  body  is  very  great  hunger,  may  some  one  bring  and  unite  (him  with  me),  0  mother  ! 
In  the  four  corners  (of  the  earth)  (a  place)  has  been  sought  (by  me),  without  the  bridegroom  there 
is  no  other  place. 

(3).  Make  supplication  before  him,  who  is  uniting  the  creator  (with  men) ! 

The  true  Guru  is  the  giver  of  the  name  (of  him)  whose  storeroom  is  full. 

Always,  always  he  should  be  praised,  (who  has)  no  end  nor  limit ! 

(4).  The  preserver  should  be  praised,  whose  actions  are  many  ! 

Always,  always  he  should  be  worshipped  !  this  is  the  greatest  wisdom. 

In  soul  and  body  it  is  sweet  to  him,  on  whose  forehead  (this)  destiny  is  (written),  0  Nanak ! 

Sin  Rag  ;  mahals,  V. 
XX.     XC. 
(1).  0  brother,  join  the  saints,  remember  the  true  name ! 
Store  up  provisions  for  the  soul !  (that  will  be)  with  (thee)  here  and  there. 
From  the  perfect  Guru  he  ( =Hari)  is  obtained,  having  bestowed  his  own  favourable  look. 
By  destiny  he  obtains  (him),  to  whom  he  is  merciful. 


0  my  heart,  there  is  no  one  like  the  Guru ! 

No  other  place  is  seen,  the  Guru  (alone)  unites  that  True  one  (with  thee). 

(2).  All  things  he  has  got,  who  has  gone  and  seen  the  Guru. 

Whose  mind  is  fixed  on  the  feet  of  the  Guru,  they  are  very  fortunate,  0  mother ! 

The  Guru  is  bountiful,  the  Guru  is  powerful,  the  Guru  is  contained  in  all. 

The  Guru  is  the  Lord,  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  sinking  ones  the  Guru  causes  to  swim.2 

1  The  sense  is  :  which  is  equal  to  crores  of  ablutions. 

2  The  Guru,  as  an  avatar,  is  identified  with  the  Supreme  Being. 
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(3).  By  what  mouth  is  the  Guru  praised,  who  is  the  powerful  (= efficient)  cause  of  causes  ? ' 
Those  foreheads  remained  immovable,  on  which  the  Guru  put  his  hand. 

The  nectar  of  the  name,  which  the  Guru  gave  to  drink,  is  a  suitable  food  against  birth  and  death. 
(By  whom)  the  Guru,  the  Lord,  the  destroyer  of  fear,  has  been  served,  (his)  pain  has  gone  off. 
(4).  The  true  Guru  is  deep  and  profound,  the  ocean  of  comfort,  sin-removing. 
Who  has  served  his  own  Guru,  on  him  the  club  of  the  messenger  of  Tama  does  not  fall. 
I  have  searched  and  seen  the  whole  world  (and  found  that)  nothing  can  be  compared  with  the  Guru. 
The  treasure  of  the  name  was  given  (to  me)  by  the  true  Guru,  in  the  heart  of  N&nak  is  (therefore) 
the  pith  of  happiness. 

Sin  Rag  ;  mahala.  V. 

XXI.     XCI. 

(1).  Having  considered  it  sweet  I  ate  it,  (but)  a  bitter  taste  sprang  up  (after). 

Brothers,  friends,  good  friends  were  made  (by  me),  (I)  was  occupied  with  talking  about  worldly  subjects. 

(But  all)  passes  quickly,2  without  the  name  it  is  insipid. 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  stick  to  the  service  of  the  true  Guru ! 

"What  is  visible,  that  is  annihilated,  give  up  the  opinion  of  thy  (own)  mind ! 
(2).  Like  a  dog,  who  has  become  mad,  runs  in  the  ten  directions. 
(So)  a  greedy  creature  does  not  know  what  is  eatable  and  not  eatable,  it  eats  all. 
Being  immersed  in  the  intoxication  of  lust  and  wrath,  it  falls  again  and  again  into  the  womb. 
(3).  By  the  Maya  a  net  is  spread  out  having  made  a  bait  within  it. 
By  greediness  the  bird  is  caught  and  cannot  get  out,  0  mother  ! 
It  does  not  know  him  by  whom  it  is  made,  again  and  again  it  comes  and  goes. 
(4).  This  world  is  fascinated  in  many  ways  and  in  many  manners. 
"Whom  he  preserves,  he  is  preserved  (abides),  the  infinite  Supreme  Spirit  is  powerful. 
The  people  of  Hari  are  saved  by  their  constant  meditation  on  Hari,  Nanak  is  always  a  sacrifice 
(for  them). 

Sirl  Rag;  mahala  "V. 
Gliar  II. 
XXII.     XCII. 
(1).  The  cowherd  has  come  to  the  cowhouse,3  what  ostentation  has  he  to  make  ? 
The  time  has  arrived,  it  must  be  gone,  take  thou  care  of  thy  household  things ! 


0  my  heart,  sing  the  qualities  of  Hari,  serve  the  true  Guru  in  love  ! 
"Why  art  thou  conceited  of  a  trifle  ? 

1  73^  =MdCV  may  be  translated  in  different  ways.  The  expression  is  also  found  in  Tulsl  Das  Ramayan, 
where  it  is  explained  by:  TrfrT^Tf^  ^  ^fT^T.  the  efficient  causes  of  the  Mahat,  etc.  (see  Wilson's  Vish. 
Pur.  p.  14).  73^  «MdC\  T1T3W  may  therefore  be  translated  by :  who  is  able  to  make  the  primary  elements 
or  substances  («JnTW)-  But  it  is  perhaps  more  simple  to  take  it  =  S^ST  STT  TTd^,  he  is  the  (efficient) 
cause  of  causes,  and  the  whole  expression,  Zf3&  5T3^  *nTd"W,  might  be  translated  by:  he  is  the  powerful 
(efficient)  cause  of  causes. 

2  Literally :  In  going  delay  is  not  made. 

3  dlfsiM,  cow-house,  a  hut  built  on  pasture  ground,  thence  the  adjective  or  s.m.  i[\\lib],  the  cowherd 
who  belongs  to  the  difeco-    The  word  is  obsolete  in  Hindi  now,  but  still  in  use  in  Marathi  (*ffa35). 


SIRI  RAG,  MAH.  V.,  SABD  XXIII.  XXIV.  XXV.  (XCIIL  XCIV.  XCV.)  71 

(2).  Like  the  guest  of  a  night  thou  wilt  rise  and  depart  at  dawn. 
Why  art  thou  enamoured  with  thy  household  ?  all  is  (like)  a  flower-garden. 
(3).  "Why  sayest  thou  :  "  mine,  mine  "  ?  desire  that  Lord,  who  has  given  it ! 
By  any  means  thou  must  rise  and  go,  thou  wilt  go  leaving  behind  lakhs  and  crores  (of  rupees). 
(4).  "Whilst  wandering  in  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence)  thou  hast  obtained  the  hard- 
to-be-acquired  human  birth. 

0  Nanak,  remember  thou  the  name !  that  day  (of  departure)  has  come  near  to  thee. 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 
XXIII.     XCIIL 
(1).  So  long  thou  livest  comfortably,  as  thy  companion  is  with  (thee). 
When  thy  companion  has  risen  and  gone,  thou  art  mingled  with  dust,  0  woman  ! 


(If)  in  (thy)  heart  indifference  to  the  world  has  been  effected,  (if  there  be)  a  desire  to  see  the  sight 
(of  the  Guru). 

Blessed  is  that  thy  state  ! 

(2).  As  long  as  thy  beloved  (husband)  dwells  in  the  house,  all  say :  yes,  yes ! 

When  thy  beloved  will  rise  and  go,  then  none  will  ask  a  word  about  thee. 

(3).  Serve  in  thy  father's  house  thy  bridegroom  and  thou  wilt  dwell  in  comfort  in  thy  father-in-law's 
house.1 

Having  joined  the  Guru  learn  wisdom  and  good  conduct,  (then)  pain  will  never  befall  thee. 

(4).  All  must  go  to  their  father-in-law's  house,  all  are  bringing  their  wives  home. 

O  Nanak,  blessed  are  the  favoured  women,  who  have  love  to  their  bridegroom ! 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  V. 
Ghar  VI. 
XXIV.     XCIV. 
'  (1).  He  alone  is  the  (primary)  cause  of  causes,  by  whom  the  form  (of  every  thing)  is  made. 
Meditate  on  him,  0  my  heart,  who  is  the  support  of  all ! 


Meditate  in  thy  heart  on  the  feet  of  the  Guru ! 

Giving  up  all  cunning  fix  thy  thoughts  on  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru) ! 

(2).  Pain,  trouble  and  fear  do  not  befall  him,  in  whose  heart  the  mantr  (initiatory  word)  of  the 
Guru  is. 

(Though)  one  make  crores  of  efforts,  no  one  has  crossed  without  the  Guru. 

(3).  Having  seen  the  sight  (of  the  Guru)  he  (the  disciple)  subdues  his  mind,  all  his  sins  go  off. 

I  am  a  sacrifice  for  them,  who  fall  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

(4).  The  true  name  of  Hari  dwells  in  a  heart  associated  with  the  saints. 

Those  are  very  fortunate,  0  Nanak,  in  whose  heart  this  is  the  case ! 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  V. 
XXV.     XCV. 
(1).  Collect  the  wealth  of  Hari,  worship  the  true  Guru,  give  up  all  passions  ! 
By  whom  thou  wast  made,  having  kept  in  mind  that  Hari  thou  wilt  be  saved. 

1  This  is  a,simile  often  used  in  the  Granth.     The  sense  is  :  if  thou  servest  God  in  this  present  world  (thy 
father's  house),  thou  wilt  live,  in  happiness  hereafter  (in  thy  father-in-law's  house  =  the  next  world). 
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Recite  silently,  0  heart,  the  One,  infinite  name ! 

The  support  of  the  heart  is  he,  by  whom  life,  soul  and  body  were  given. 

(2).  In  lust,  wrath  and  conceit  the  world  is  immersed,  0  mother ! 

Fall  on  the  asylum  of  the  saints,  cling  to  the  feet  (of  the  Guru) !  pain  and  darkness  are  done  away. 

(3).  He  practises  truth,  contentment  and  mercy  :  these  are  the  best  works. 

He  gives  up  his  own  self  and  becomes  the  dust  of  all,  to  whom  the  Lord,  the  shapeless,  gives  it. 

(4).  What  is  seen,  all  that  art  Thou,  (thy)  expansion  is  spread  out. 

Manak  says :  by  the  Guru  (my)  error  has  been  cut  off,  I  consider  (now)  all  as  Brahm. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  V. 
XXVI.     XCVI. 
(1).  In  bad  and  good  actions  the  whole  world  is  (engaged). 
Free  from  both  is  the  devotee ;  some  rare  one  is  knowing. ' 

Pause. 
The  Lord  is  contained  in  all  (things).     What  shall  I  say  (and)  hear  ? 
Thou,  0  Lord,  art  the  great  Supreme  Spirit,  the  wise  ! 
(2).  He  who  is  in  pride  and  conceit,  is  no  worshipper. 
Of  unbiassed  regard  for  truth,  0  saints,  is  one  amongst  a  crore. 
(3).  Telling  and  causing  to  be  told  is  a  false  renown.2 
By  telling  a  story  some  rare  disciple  is  emancipated. 

(4).  The  state  of  him,  who  is  everywhere  present,3  does  not  come  into  sight. 
He  has  obtained  (this)  gift,  0  Xanak  !  who  is  the  dust  of  the  saints. 

Sin  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 
Ghar  VII. 
XXVII.     XCVII. 
(1).  On  account  of  my  trust  in  thee  indulgent  treatment  has  been  shown  to  me. 
The  child  errs  and  makes  mistakes,  thou,  0  Hari,  art  father  and  mother ! 

Pause, 
Telling  and  causing  to  be  told  (legends)  is  easy,  (but)  what  is  pleasing  to  thee  is  difficult. 
(2).  I  put  my  trust  in  thee,  I  know,  thy  own  self  is  I. 
In  all  and  without  all  art  thou,  0  father !  who  art  not  in  need  of  anything. 
(3).  0  father,  I  do  not  know  what  word  is  conformable  to  thee ! 
He  who  is  free  from  bonds,  0  saints,  keeps  affection  for  me  ! 
(4).  The  Lord  has  become  merciful,  coming  and  going  has  been  stopped. 
Having  met  with  the  Guru,  the  Supreme  Brahm  was  known  by  Nanak. 

1  Some  rare  one  U  knowing,  supply :  the  fact,  that  good  and  bad  actions  are  not  existing  for  the  devotee, 
who  sees  in  all  Brahm. 

2  By  telling  or  narrating  stories  or  legends  of  the  gods,  making  others  tell  them,  emancipation  is  not 
obtained.     The  recital  of  the  legends  of  the  gods  is  considered  very  meritorious. 

3  »Hl%3Tf3,  adj.  (Sansk.  ^rf^JTrT)  literally  :  not  disappeared,  not  gone  =  present  (everywhere)  IStf^ 
The  explanation  (in  the  PanjabI  Dictionary) :  free  from  the  ordinary  conditions  of  human  life,  is  gratuitous. 
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Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 

Ghar  I. 
•    XXVIII.     XCVIII. 
1.  Having  joined  the  saints  death  has  been  cut  off. 
The  true  Lord  has  settled  in  (my)  heart,  the  Lord  has  become  merciful. 
The  perfect,  true  Guru  has  been  met  with  (and)  all  troubles  haye  become  extinct. 


0  my  true  Guru,  I  am  a  sacrifice  for  thee ! 

1  devote  myself  for  thy  sight,  having  been  pleased  thou  hast  given  me  the  nectar-name. 
(2).  Those  are  wise  men,  who  have  served  thee  in  love. 

Pinal  emancipation  is  obtained  (following)  after  those,  in  whose  heart  the  treasure  of  the  name  is. 

There  is  no  donor  like  the  Guru,  who  has  given  the  gift  of  the  soul.1 

(3).  Those  have  become  acceptable,  (with)  whom  the  Guru  has  met  by  (their)  good  destiny.2 

Those  who  are  in  love  with  the  True  one,  get  a  place  to  sit  in  his  court. 

In  the  hand  of  the  creator  are  honours ;  they  obtain  what  is  written  before  (for  them). 

(4).  True  is  the  creator,  true  the  maker ;  true  is  the  Lord,  true  his  support. 

The  perfectly  True3  one  is  praised  (by  him),  whose  intelligence  and  discrimination  is  true. 

He  is  contained  in  all  unintermittingly ;  Nanak  lives  by  reciting  silently  the  One. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  V. 

XXIX.     XCIX. 

(1).  The  Guru,  the  Supreme  Lord,  should  be  worshipped,  loving  him  in  heart  and  body  ! 

The  true  Guru  is  the  donor  of  the  creatures,  he  gives  support  to  every  one. 

The  words  of  the  true  Guru  should  be  done,  this  is  true  consideration. 

"Without  being  attached  to  the  society  of  the  saints  all  the  fascination  of  the  Maya  is  (but)  ashes. 

Pause. 
0  my  friend,  remember  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari ! 

(If)  connexion  with  the  saints  dwell  in  the  heart,  the  toil  is  accomplished.4 
(2).  The  Guru  is  infinitely  powerful,  the  very  fortunate  get  an  interview  with  him. 
The  Guru  is  inapprehensible,  pure,  like  the  Guru  there  is  none  other. 

The  Guru  is  the  creator,  the  Guru  the  maker,  the  disciple  has  true  information  (regarding  him). 
"Without  the  Guru  there  is  nothing,  what  the  Guru  wishes  to  do,  that  is  done. 
(3).  The  Guru  is  the  Tirtha,  the  Guru  is  the  Coral-tree,6  the  Guru  is  the  accomplisher  of  the  desires 
(of  men). 

The  Guru  is  the  donor,  having  given  the  name  of  Hari  he  Baves  the  whole  world. 

The  Guru  is  powerful,  the  Guru  is  formless  (or  the  formless  Supreme  Being),  high,  inaccessible,  infinite. 

The  greatness  of  the  Guru  is  incomprehensible,  what  will  the  narrator  say  ? 

1  WTT3WTT35  must  nere  be  taken  as  a  Tatpurusha,  the  gift  of  the  soul,  i.e.  the  gift,  by  which  the  soul 
may  be  saved. 

2  *Hnftr>  Abl.  of  MS\Q>  from  WTTT,  good  lot  or  destiny.    This  seems  to  be  the  simplest  explanation, 
the  meaning  "  naturally"  not  fitting  so  well  the  context. 

8  Tl^tjvj,  literally;  truer  than  true  =  perfectly  true. 

4  The  sense  is  :  man's  toil  is  accomplished,  or  over. 

s  "Mldrlld.  Sansk.  tnf^^fnT. tlle  Coral-tree,  one  of  the  five  trees  of  heaven. 
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(4).  As  many  fruits  as  are  desired  in  the  heart,  so  many  are  with  the  Guru. 

The  (fruits)  written  before  are  to  be  obtained  (by  him),  (to  whom)  he  gives  the  capital  of  the  true 
name. 

He  who  has  come  to  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru,  will  not  again  be  destroyed. 

0  Hari,  mayst  thou  never  be  forgotten  by  Nanak !  this  life,  body  and  breath  are  thine. 

Siri  Rag ;  mdhdla  V. 

XXX.    c. 

(1).  Hear,  0  saints,  0  brother!  final  emancipation  (is  obtained)  by  the  true  name. 

The  feet  of  the  Guru  should  be  embraced,1  the  name  of  Hari  is  the  Tirtha. 

In  the  next  world  (such  a  one)  is  received  at  the  threshold,  the  placelesa  one  obtains  a  place. 

Pause. 

0  brother,  true  is  the  service  of  the  true  Guru ! 

From  the  Guru,  being  pleased,  the  (all-)  filling,  the  invisible  and  indivisible2  is  obtained. 

(2).  (I  am)  devoted  to  the  true  Guru,  who  has  given  (me)  the  true  name. 

Daily  I  praise  the  True  one,  the  qualities  of  the  True  one  I  sing. 

The  True  one  I  eat,  the  True  one  I  put  on  (as  clothes),  true  is  the  name  of  the  True  one. 

(3).  May  he  not  be  forgotten  at  any  breath  (or)  morsel,  the  Guru  himself  is  the  fruit-yielding  body 
(or  person). 

Like  the  Guru  none  is  seen,  recite  him  (silently)  day  and  night ! 

If  he  bestow  a  favourable  look,  then  is  obtained  the  true  name,  the  vessel  of  (all)  qualities. 

(4).  The  Guru,  the  Supreme  Lord,  is  One,  he  is  contained  in  all. 

To  whom  it  was  decreed  before,  they  meditate  on  the  name. 

0  Nanak !  who  has  resorted  to  the  asylum  of  the  Guru,  does  not  die  nor  does  he  come  (again)  having 
gone. 


Om  !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

SIKI    RAG. 

Mahals.  I. ;   Ghar  I. 

{Astpadu.)3 

I. 

(1).  Speaking,  speaking  (my)  heart  is  proclaiming  (his  qualities),  as,  as  it  is  known  (to  my  heart), 
so  it  proclaims  (them). 

He,  who  is  proclaimed,  how  great  is  he,  in  which  place  is  he  ?4 

As  many  as  are  telling  (his  qualities),  all  having  told  (them)  continue  meditating  (upon  them). 


2 

universe 


1  *1d<£cM  (srevana),  (Sansk.  W^  *)«!!),  v.a.  To  embrace,  to  hold  fast,  to  resort  to. 
»fi^  =  *H%7.  having  no  difference  (from   the  universe),  the  identity  of  the  Supreme  and  of  the 


or  less 


1  The  UmZM^Y  does  not  always  contain  the  exact  number  of  eight  verses,  but  sometimes 


one  more 


4  The  whole  verse  is  obscure  and  the  sense  can  only  be  arrived  at  by  conjecture. 
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Pause. 
0  father,  he  (Hari)  is  invisible,  inaccessible,  infinite! 
True  is  the  preserver,  of  a  pure  ijame,  of  a  pure  place.1 

(2).  It  is  not  known  how  much  thy  command  is,  no  one  knows  to  write  it  down. 
■     If  a  hundred  poets  be  assembled,  not  a  moment  they  cause  to  arrive  (at  it),  though  they  weep. 
His  value  has  been  obtained  (found  out)  by  no  one,  all  tell  it  by  hearsay. 
(3).  Plrs,  prophets,  Saliks,  Sadiqs  and  martyrs.3 

Shekhs,  Mullas,  Darveshes :  a  great  blessing  has  come  upon  them,  who  continually  read  (his)  salutation.3 
(4).  Without  asking  (any  body)  he  makes,  without  asking  he  pulls  down,  without  asking  he  gives 
and  takes. 

His  own  power  he  himself  knows,  he  himself  produces  the  (primary)  causes. 

He,  looking  on,  sees  all ;  to  whom  he  pleases,  he  gives. 

(5).  The  name  of  (his)  place  is  not  known  nor  how  great  his  name  is. 

How  great  is  that  place,  where  my  king  dwells  ? 

None  can  arrive  there,  to  whom  shall  I  go  to  ask  ? 

(6).  Castes  and  no-castes  do  not  please  (him),4  if  he  makes  one  great. 

In  the  hand  of  the  great  one  are  the  greatnesses  (=honours),  to  whom  he  pleases,  he  gives. 

By  his  own  order  he  adorns  (a  man),  not  a  moment  he  delays. 

(7).  Every  one  recites  much  (his  qualities)  in  the  thought  of  taking  much  (from  him). 

"What  a  great  donor  shall  he  be  called  ?  his  gifts  are  not  counted.5 

0  Nanak !  there  is  no  deficiency  coming  forth,  thy  store-rooms  are  from  age  to  age. 

Mahala  I. 
II. 
(1).  All  are  the  female  friends  of  the  beloved  (=husband),  all  adorn  themselves. 
They  are  come  to  make  an  estimate  (of  their  respective  virtues) :  a  bastard  scarlet  dress  is  not  the 
right  state. 

By  hypocrisy  the  affection  of  the  husband  is  not  obtained,  counterfeit  overgilding  is  miserable. 


0  Hari,  thus  the  woman  lays  hold  of  the  beloved ! 

The  favoured  women,  who  please  thee,  thou  adornest  in  thy  own  mercy. 

1  The  explanation  of  the  words  XJT71'  AiyV  VToT  billy  by  the  Sikh  commentary :  Vf%-ft  5  VHcd 
is  a  mere  guess  and  only  shows  that  the  Sikhs  themselves  no  longer  understand  their  Grantli. 

'  H\ib<J  =  i^ioU),  literally,  a  traveller,  the  first  stage  in  Sufism,  a  devotee  ;  +II-W  =  ljjl«o,  adj.  True, 
sincere  ;  *(vJ$,  a  plural  of  the  plural  |j^i>  (from  Ji^-i),  martyrs.  *jo5  *H"@"<J  Wjfe>  literally  :  martyrs 
and  martyr,  a  mere  tautology,  to  fill  up  the  verse,  as  Nanak  apparently  did  not  understand  that  TTvJ^T  was  the 
plural  of  L\igrt .   The  same  is  the  case  with  the  following  Jfbf  ^T^TTfff?)  f=C^"-*  being  likewise  the  plural  oi^JS* . 

3  The  whole  verse  is  very  obscure  and  the  Sikhs  are  totally  at  a  loss  how  to  explain  it.  ^.fj  Jjffe  must 
apparently  be  taken  as  one  word  (Pers.  yju«i)  >  J ,  to  arrive,  to  happen)  and  joined  with  f^A  3"©"  ydojld 
}}JJ|46|  -lX6  d*lW  >  to  them  a  great  blessing  has  arrived.  As  in  the  whole  sentence  a  number  of  Arabic- 
Persian  words  are  jumbled  together,  we  need  not  be  surprised  if  also  a  Persian  verb  is  employed.  Such  a 
jumbling  of  foreign  (and  frequently  not  at  all  understood)  words  is  considered  a  great  feat  of  learning.  It 
does  not  come  into  consideration  if  even  the  rhyme  be  broken  thereby  (3*51  •£ —  •Cd'i.)- 

4  ^dAl^dAi  castes  and  no-castes,  i.e.  he  has  no  regard  to  any  castes,  if  he  wishes  to  make  one  great. 

5  ^^  cjfvPHT  TTraj  literally  :  having  given,  the  amount,  estimate  is  stopped,  i.e.  he  never  counts  how 
much  he  gives. 
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(2).  The  body  and  heart  of  her,  who  is  adorned  with  the  word  of  the  Guru,  is  with  her  beloved 
(husband). 

Having  joined  both  hands  she  stands  and  looks  out,  she  utters  a  true  petition. 

She  is  steeped  in  red  (colour),  dwells  in  true  fear,  she  is  steeped  in  love,  in  the  true  colour. 

(3).  Servant  and  slave  of  the  beloved  she  is  called,  who  minds  the  name. 

True  love  does  not  break,  if  he  unite  to  true  union  (with  himself). 

I  am  always  a  sacrifice  for  her,  who  is  imbued  with  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  and  whose  heart  is 
perforated  (by  it). 

(4).  That  woman  will  not  sit  down  as  a  widow,  who  is  absorbed  in  the  true  Guru. 

Her  beloved  is  delightful,  young,  true,  he  does  not  die  nor  go. 

He  always  sports  with  the  beloved  woman,  true  is  his  favourable  look  and  goodwill  (towards  her). 

(5).  Truth  is  laid  out  (by  her)  as  her  wealth,1  the  ornament  of  her  dress  is  love. 

Having  applied  the  paint  of  sandal-dust,  the  tenth  gate2  is  made  her  palace. 

Her  lamp  is  lighted  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  her  necklace  on  her  breast  is  the  name  of  Earn. 

(6).  She  is  beautiful  amongst  women,  on  whose  forehead  is  the  jewel  of  love. 

Her  beauty  and  wisdom  is  charming  by  the  infinite  love  of  the  True  one. 

"Without  her  beloved  she  knows  no  man,  on  account  of  her  love  and  affection  to  the  true  Guru. 

(7).  0  thou,  who  hast  fallen  asleep  in  the  dark  night,  how  will  the  night  be  passed  without  thy  friend  ? 

(Thy)  bosom  burns,  (thy)  body  is  set  on  fire,  (thy)  heart,  0  woman,  is  consumed  by  fire ! 

When  the  woman  is  not  enjoyed  by  the  husband,  her  youth  passes  to  no  purpose. 

(8).  On  the  bed  (is)  the  husband,  the  wife  has  fallen  asleep  (and)  obtains  (therefore)  no  understanding. 

I  have  fallen  asleep,  my  beloved  is  waking,  to  whom  shall  I  go  and  ask  ? 

She  who  is  united  (with  her  Lord)  by  the  true  Guru,  abides  in  fear ;  love,  0  JTanak  !  is  her  companion. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mdhala  I. 
III. 

(1).  Thou  thyself  art  the  qualities,  thou  thyself  recitest  (them),  thou  thyself  having  heard  (them) 
reflectest. 

Thou  thyself  art  the  jewel,  thou  (thyself)  examinest  (it),  thou  thyself  art  its  infinite  price. 
Thou  art  true  honour  and  greatness,  thou  thyself  art  bestowing  (it). 

Pause. 
0  Hari,  thou  art  the  creator !     As  it  pleases  thee,  so  keep  me  ! 
May  thy  name,  0  Hari,  be  obtained  as  rule  of  conduct ! 
(2).  Thou  thyself  art  the  pure  diamond,  thou  thyself  are  the  majlth3  colour. 
Thou  thyself  art  the  bright  pearl,  thou  thyself  art  the  mediator  of  the  devotees. 
By  the  word  of  the  Guru  (thou  art)  praising  (thyself),  in  every  body  (thou  art)  visible  and  invisible. 
(3).  Thou  thyself  art  the  ocean  and  the  boat,  thou  thyself  art  the  near  and  further  shore  (of  it).4 
Thou  knowest  the  true  way,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  thou  art  ferrying  over  (the  water 
of  existence). 

1  Vtft  V7> ;  Vr=j\,  amount  (of  weight),  TJ^  TJ7J,  amount  of  wealth. 

2  <*i>z\  ^WTB,  the  tenth  gate,  said  to  be  in  the  crown  of  the  head  (the  so-called  W^ttf,  the  aperture 
of  Brahma).  The  Jogls  pretend  to  keep  the  breath  fast  in  the  tenth  gate  and  to  drink  thus  the  nectar  of 
immortality,  by  union  with  Brahm,  which  is  brought  about  there. 

^  3  Wte,  *•/•  the  root  of  a  vine,  from  which  a  genuine  red  colour  is  extracted  (*Trft3T,  coloured  with 
majlth,  genuine  red,  in  contradistinction  to  ^TT,  ungenuine  red). 

'  VT3  WTVT?  =  Sansk.  TTTTHTR:  (=  xrTTT^n:).  the  near  and  further  bank  or  shore. 
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The  fear  of  the  fearless1  is  known,  without  the  Guru  there  is  darkness. 
(4).  Thou,  0  creator,  art  seen  as  firm,  all  the  other  (creatures)  come  and  go. 
Thou  alone  art  pure,  the  other  (creatures)  are  bound  and  fall  into  dullness. 
Those  who  are  preserved  by  the  Guru,  are  saved,  who  fix  their  meditation  on  the  True  one. 
(5).  Hari  is  known  from  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  by  him,  who  is  attached  to  the  true  discourse  of  the  Guru. 
To  his  body  dirt  does  not  stick,  who  has  a  habitation  in  the  house  of  the  True  one. 
If  he  bestow  a  favourable  look,  the  True  one  is  obtained,  without  the  name  what  can  he  do  ? 
(6).  Those,  who  have  known  the  True  one,  are  happy  in  the  four  ages. 
Having  extinguished  the  thirst  of  egotism,  they  put  firmly  the  True  one  in  their  breast. 
(By  them)  the  gain  of  the  One  name  is  obtained  in  the  world  having  made  the  Guru  the  object  of 
their  reflection. 

(7).  (By  whom)  true  goods  are  laden,  he  has  always  gain,  true  is  his  stock. 

In  the  true  court  he  will  sit,  whose  devotion  and  supplication  is  true. 

With  honour  his  account  will  be  settled,  the  name  of  Bam  is  making  (him)  manifest. 

(8).  He  (=Hari)  is  called  higher  than  high,  he  cannot  be  seen  by  any  one. 

Where  I  see,  there  art  thou  alone,  by  the  true  Guru  thou  art  shown. 

(Thy)  all-pervading  light  is  easily  known  by  Nanak. 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 
IV. 

(1).  The  fish  did  not  know  the  net,  the  saltish  pond  is  bottomless. 

Why  did  the  very  clever  and  beautiful  (fish)  confide  (in  it)  ?2 

On  account  of  its  (own)  action  it  was  caught,  death  does  not  recede  from  its  head. 

Pause. 

0  brother,  know  thus  death  (impending)  on  thy  (own)  head ! 
As  the  fish,  so  man  falls  unawares  into  the  net. 

(2).  The  whole  world  is  fettered  by  death,  without  the  Guru  death  does  not  recede  (from  them). 
Those  who  are  attached  to  the  True  one,  are  saved  having  abandoned  the  anomalous  state  of  duality. 

1  am  a  sacrifice  for  those,  who  are  true  (= accepted  as  true)  at  the  true  gate. 
(3).  Like  a  hawk  is  the  birds'  net  in  the  hand  of  the  huntsman. 

Those  who  are  preserved  by  the  Guru,  are  rescued,  the  others  are  caught  with  the  bait. 

Without  the  name  they  are  picked  out  and  thrown  down,  no  one  is  a  companion  with  them  (at  the 
time  of  death). 

(4).  Truer  than  true  he  is  called,  true  is  the  place  of  the  True  one. 

By  whom  the  True  one  is  minded,  in  their  heart  is  true  meditation. 

Those  disciples  are  known  as  pure  in  heart  and  face,  who  have  divine  knowledge. 

(5).  Offer  before  the  true  Guru  the  prayer :  join  to  me  the  friend  ! 

The  sweetheart  being  met  with,  happiness  is  obtained,  the  messengers  of  Yama  have  died  having 
eaten  poison. 

If  I  abide  within  the  name,  the  name  comes  and  dwells  in  (my)  heart. 

1  fzSojfcPWT  3^>  tne  fear  of  the  fearless  ;  the  sense  of  the  words  is  :  the  fear  of  those,  who  do  not  fear 
thee,  is  known.  Though  they  are  apparently  fearless,  they  are  at  the  end  afraid :  for  without  the  Guru  and 
his  word  all  is  darkness.  But  JAdfd*HT  oTcJ  might  also  be  translated  by :  thou  art  known  as  fearless  (Nanak 
using  such  compounds  as:  W735  3'35T,  ft"ee  fr°m  parts),  fjSSfcTW  standing  for  foadl  =  fArfd. 

2  i.e.  in  the  net;  why  did  it  confidently  go  into  the  net? 
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(6).  Without  the  Guru  there  is  darkness,  without  the  word  (initiatory  mantr)  (one)  does  not  obtain 
understanding. 

By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  light  is  made,  if  (one)  continually  meditate  on  the  True  one. 

There  death  does  not  enter,  light  is  absorbed  in  the  luminous  (Supreme  Being). 

(7).  Thou  art  the  sweetheart,  thou  art  wise,  thou  thyself  art  uniting  (men  with  thyself). 

By  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  thou  art  praised,  who  hast  no  end  nor  limit. 

There  death  does  not  arrive,  where  the  boundless  word  of  the  Guru  is. 

(8).  By  (his)  order  all  are  produced,  by  (his)  order  they  do  their  work. 

By  his  order  they  are  in  the  power  of  death,  by  his  order  they  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

0  Nanak !  what  is  pleasing  to  him,  that  is  done,  nothing  is  in  the  power  of  these  creatures. 

Sin  Rag ;  mahala  I. 
V. 

(1).  He  who  is  of  an  impure  body,  is  of  an  impure  heart,  his  tongue  (also)  becomes  impure. 

He  who  is  of  a  false  mouth,  speaks  falsehood,  how  shall  he  become  pure  ? 

Without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (his)  heart  is  not  cleansed,1  from  the  true  one  truth  is  obtained. 

Pause. 

0  fair  lady !  what  comfort  has  she,  who  is  destitute  of  virtues  ? 

Joined  with  thy  beloved  thou  wilt  enjoy  pleasure,  happiness  is  in  the  love  to  the  true  word  (of  the 
Guru). 

(2).  If  the  beloved  (husband)  goes  abroad,  the  woman,  separated  from  her  husband,  is  in  grief. 

As  a  fish  in  little  water  makes  pitiful  moaning.2 

If  it  is  pleasing  to  the  beloved,  comfort  is  obtained  (by  her),  when  he  himself  bestows  a  favourable  look. 

(3).  I  will  praise  my  own  beloved  with  my  friends  and  companions. 

By  the  beauty  of  (his)  body  my  heart  is  enchanted,  having  seen  (him)  I  am  imbued  with  love. 

Being  adorned  with  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (I  am)  beautiful,  (my)  beloved  enjoys  (me)  with  favour. 

(4).  A  fascinating  woman  is  of  no  use,  if  false  and  vicious. 

She  has  no  comfort  in  her  father's  nor  in  her  father-in-law's  house,  3he  burns  in  a  false  passion. 

Her  coming  and  going  is  annoyance,  she  is  forgotten  and  abandoned  by  her  husband. 

(5).  The  wife  of  the  beloved  is  bright  (happy),  she,  who  is  abandoned,  what  relish  has  she  ? 

She  is  of  no  use  to  the  beloved  (husband),  who  speaks  a  great  deal  of  nonsense. 

At  the  gate  and  house  she  is  not  admitted,  who  has  abandoned  herself  to  another  pleasure. 

(6).  The  Pandit  reads  books,  (but)  does  not  understand  the  subject  under  consideration. 

He  gives  instructions  to  others — (on  his  part)  a  money  business. 

In  a  false  story  the  world  wanders  about,  to  remain  in  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  the  best. 

(7).  Many  Pandits  and  astrologers  reflect  on  the  Vedas. 

In  discussion  and  opposition,  in  praise  and  discussion  is  (their)  coming  and  going. 

Without  the  Guru  (their)  destiny  will  not  be  loosened,  they  tell,  hear  and  deliver  explanations. 

(8).  All  are  called  virtuous,  I  have  no  virtue  whatever. 

Hari  is  the  bridegroom  of  the  woman  that  is  pleasing  (to  him),  to  me  that  Lord  pleases. 

0  Nanak !  if  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  union  is  effected,  there  is  no  more  separation. 

1  f*(7S  »ira  *\*\<  7i  Htlf^"-  The  words  are  inverted  and  must  thus  be  placed  to  get  any  sense  out 
of  them  :  f^  ?TSTC  »H3  7i  3^7^-  *H3  or  J>ff3  =  ^rTT>  heart>  mind-  Another  reading  is :  f^TJS 
*T3  *rSTC,  very  likely  instead  of:  ftf^  ^3  WEFt-    But  the  text  is  apparently  corrupt  here. 

a  73^  V*6l<i  =  73S  V)<»|<-,  pitiful  moaning. 
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Siri  Mag;  mahala  I. 
VI. 
(1).  If  silent  repetition  (of  the  "ledas,  etc.),  austerity  and  abstinence  be  practised,  if  at  a  Tlrtha 
(one's)  residence  be  made. 

Eeligious  merit,  alms,  good  actions,  what  are  they  to  him  without  the  True  one  ? 
"What  he  sows,  that  he  will  reap,  without  virtue  birth  is  destruction. 

Pause. 

0  fair  lady,  the  slave  of  virtue  obtains  comfort ! 

She  is  perfect  who,  having  abandoned  vice,  is  absorbed  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

(2).  "Without  a  trading-stock  the  trafficker  looks  about  in  the  four  corners  (of  the  earth). 

He  does  not  comprehend  his  own  capital  stock,  that  the  thing  remains  in  his  (own)  household.1 

"Without  goods  his  pain  is  very  great,  the  false  (world)  is  ruined  by  falsehood. 

(3).  Who  tries  the  jewel  (of  the  name)  reflecting  (upon  it),  his  gain  is  day  and  night  new.2 

He  obtains  the  thing  in  his  own  house,  he  goes  having  accomplished  his  business. 

Make  traffic  with  the  traffickers,  0  disciple,  reflecting  on  Brahm ! 

(4).  He  (Brahm)  is  obtained  in  the  society  of  the  saints,  if  he,  who  is  uniting,  unite  (the  disciple 
with  himself). 

"Within  whom  the  boundless  light  (of  Brahm)  is,  he,  being  united,  is  not  separated  (again  from  him). 

He  remains  in  the  true  seat  of  the  True  one,  (who  has)  love  and  affection  to  the  True  one. 

(5).  By  whom  their  own  self  is  known,  (they  have)  in  their  (own)  house,3  in  their  own  palace,  the. 
palace  (of  Hari). 

The  True  one  falls  into  the  lap  of  those  who  are  in  love  with  the  True  one. 

That  Lord,  who  is  true  and  of  a  true  name,  is  known  as  (being  present)  in  the  three  worlds. 

(6).  That  woman  is  quite  happy,  who  has  known  that  her  beloved  is  with  her. 

The  woman  is  called  to  the  palace,  (where)  she  enjoys  (her)  beloved  with  pleasure. 

She  is  a  true  and  good-favoured  woman,  who  is  fascinated  by  the  beloved  with  his  qualities. 

(7).  Wandering  about,  wandering  about  I  ascend  a  sand-hill,  having  ascended  a  sand-hill  I  go  to  a 
mountain. 

Though  I  wander  about  in  the  forest,  I  do  not  get  understanding  without  the  Guru. 

If  I  wander  about,  having  strayed  from  the  name,  again  and  again  I  shall  come  and  go. 

(8).  Go  and  ask  the  travellers,  who,  having  become  servants  (of  God),  have  departed. 

(If)  they  know  their  own  king,  they  are  not  repulsed  at  the  gate  of  the  palace. 

0  Nanak !  the  One  is  contained  (everywhere),  there  is  no  other. 

Sirl  Mag ;  mahala  I. 
VII. 
(1).  From  the  Guru  the  Pure  one  is  known,  whose  body  is  pure. 
In  whose  heart  the  Pure  and  True  one  dwells,  he  knows  the  sweet  friend.4 
Easily5  abundant  comfort  (accrues)  to  him,  the  arrow  of  Tama  does  not  touch  him. 

1  The  sense  is  :  he  does  not  know  that  the  Supreme  is  within  him. 

2  i.e.  He  has  a  new  gain  day  and  night. 

1  urg1  is  here  =  body ;  in  their  own  house  =  within  themselves. 

4  ^H^ffa  instead  of  ItftMlf?.  the  sweet  friend  (Sansk.  ^rfarfTR),  the  final  short  syllable  being 
lengthened  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme.  The  explanation  of  the  Sikh  Granthis,  that  »H3Vt3  means  the  pain 
of  the  heart,  gives  no  sense  and  does  not  suit  the  context. 

6  44Ut?  5  may  also  be  translated  :  from  the  innate  (Hari) ;  see  Astp.  xxiii.,  note. 


80  SIEI  RAG,  MAH.  I.,  ASTPAD.  VIII. 


Pause. 


0  brother,  (on  him)  is  no  filth,  who  bathes  in  pure  water. 

Thou  (0  Hari)  alone  (art)  pure,  all  the  other  (creation)  is  defiled  with  filth. 

(2).  The  palace  of  Hari  has  been  made  beautiful  by  the  creator.1 

The  light  of  the  lamp  of  the  sun  and  moon  is  incomparable,  in  the  three  worlds  is  boundless  light. 

In  the  shop,  the  city,  the  fort,  the  cells,  is  the  trade  and  traffic  of  the  True  one. 

(3).  The  collyrium  of  divine  knowledge  breaks  the  fear  (of  him)  (who)  sees  the  light  of  him,  who  is 
without  collyrium  (i.e.  of  the  Supreme).2 

The  hidden  and  manifest  (things),  all  are  known  (by  him),  who  keeps  his  mind  steady. 

If  such  a  true  Guru  (who  keeps  his  mind  steady,  etc.)  be  met  with,  he  easily  unites  (with  the  Supreme). 

(4).  A  scratch  is  made  with  the  touchstone,  he  carefully  examines  the  good  ones. 

The  counterfeited  do  not  obtain  a  place,  the  genuine  ones  he  puts  into  the  treasury. 

Remove  hope  and  anxiety!  thus  (thy)  filth  will  be  absorbed. 

(5).  Every  one  desires  comfort,  no  one  desires  pain. 

Comfort  (has)  abundant  pain  (following),  (but)  the  fleshly-minded  one  (has)  no  understanding  (of  this). 

If  comfort  and  pain  be  considered  as  the  same,  comfort  is  obtained  from  the  secret  of  the  word  (of 
the  Guru). 

(6).  If  the  Veda  be  read  with  a  loud  voice,  the  speech  of  Brahm  (and)  Vyasa : 

The  Munis,  worshippers  and  devotees  are  imbued  with  love  to  the  name,  the  vessel  of  virtues.3 

Those,  who  are  in  love  with  the  True  one,  have  overcome ;  I  shall  always  be  a  sacrifice  for  them. 

(7).  In  the  four  periods  (of  the  world)  those  are  dirty  and  filled  with  filth,  in  whose  mouth  is  not 
the  name. 

The  face  of  those,  who  are  destitute  of  devotion  and  love  (to  the  name),  is  black,  they  lose  their  honour. 

Those,  who  have  forgotten  the  name,  weep  being  ruined  by  vice. 

(8).  By  searching  and  searching  he  is  found,  he  meets  with  him  who  fears  him  and  unites  (him 
with  himself). 

He  dwells  in  the  house  (=body)  of  him  who  knows  his  own  self,  the  thirst  of  (his)  egotism  ceases 
(then). 

0  Nanak !  those  are  pure  and  bright,  who  are  in  love  with  the  name  of  Hari. 

S/ri  Rug ;  mahala  I. 

VIII. 

(1).  Hear,  0  misled  and  foolish  heart,  cling  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru ! 

Silently  recite  and  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari !  Yama  is  (then)  afraid  and  pain  flees. 

Great  is  the  pain  of  the  ill-favoured  woman,  how  shall  her  happy  state  (of  wifehood)  remain  firm  ? 


0  brother !  I  have  no  other  place ! 

My  wealth  is  the  treasure  of  the  name,  I  sacrifice  myself  for  the  Guru,  by  whom  it  is  given. 
(2).  (By  means  of)  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  honour  is  (obtained),  praise  be  to  him !  in  his  society 
is  union  (with  God). 

1  \rf3  STT  ?fej>  the  palace  of  Hari  is  the  Universe,  which  is  illuminated  by  the  lamp  of  the  sun  and 
moon.  ^  UTC,  shop  =  heart ;  V^,  city  =  body ;  3^,  fort  =  the  crown  of  the  head  containing  the  tenth  gate 
(■£«<«£  I  ^HTtT) ;  o*<4;T\>  t,le  seventy-two  cells  or  compartments  of  the  human  body. 

2  fo<3-HA  ;  God  is  without  collyrium,  i.e.  without  any  spot  or  darkness.    S\fi,  *■/•  light,  splendour. 

3  3T^  3"P5  may  here  also  be  translated  by :  and  its  qualities. 
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"Without  him  I  do  not  live  twenty-five  minutes,  without  the  name  I  die. 

May  by  me,  the  blind  one,  the  name  be  not  forgotten !  if  I  remain  steady  (in  it),  I  shall  go  to  the 
house  (of  Hari). 

(3).  That  disciple  (finds)  no  place  (in  Hari's  palace),  whose  Guru  is  blind. 

"Without  the  true  Guru  the  name  is  not  obtained,  without  the  name  what  relish  is  there  ? 

He  comes  and  goes  repenting,  (he  is)  like  a  crow  in  an  empty  house. 

(4).  "Without  the  name  there  is  pain  in  the  body,  like  a  wall  made  of  soil  impregnated  with  saltpetre 
(it  crumbles  down). 

As  long  as  the  True  one  is  not  in  the  mind,  so  long  the  palace  (of  Hari)  is  not  obtained. 

By  him  the  house  (of  Hari)  is  obtained,  who  is  imbued  with  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  is  con- 
tinually in  the  state  of  emancipation  from  individual  existence. 

(5).  I  ask  my  own  Guru,  having  asked  the  Guru  I  do  the  work  (enjoined  by  him). 

If  I  praise  (Hari)  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  dwells  in  (my)  heart,  the  pain  of  egotism 
(or  individual  existence)  is  consumed. 

Union  (with  the  Supreme)  is  naturally  effected,  the  true  (disciple)  has  union  with  the  True  one. 

(6).  Those  who  are  imbued  with  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  are  pure,  having  abandoned  lust,  wrath 
and  conceit. 

They  praise  always,  always  the  name,  they  keep  Hari  in  their  breast. 

How  should  he  be  forgotten  from  the  heart,  who  is  the  support  of  all  creatures  ? 

(7).  He  who  dies  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  has  (really)  died,  he  will  not  die  again  another 
time. 

From  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  Hari  is  obtained  (by  him),  who  has  love  to  the  name. 

"Without  the  word  the  world  strays  about,  it  dies  and  is  born  again  and  again. 

(8).  Every  one  praises  his  own  self,  a  high-flown  (speech)1  is  made  (in  self-commendation). 

"Without  the  Guru  one's  own  self  is  not  known,  what  is  done  by  speaking  and  hearing?2 

0  Nanak!  if  by  means  of  the  word  (instruction  of  the  Guru)  (one's  own  self)  be  known,  then 
no  one  will  practise  deceit. 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  I. 

IX. 

(I).  If,  without  (having)  the  beloved  (husband),  the  woman  be  adorned,  her  youth  is  useless  and 
wretched. 

She  does  not  enjoy  in  comfort  her  bed,  without  the  beloved  her  ornament  is  useless. 
The  ill-fated  woman  has  much  pain,  the  Lord  of  the  bed  is  not  in  the  house.3 

Pause. 

0  heart,  mutter  the  name  of  Earn,  then  comfort  will  arise  ! 

"Without  the  Guru  the  love  (of  the  husband)  is  not  obtained,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  it  accrues 
and  pleasure  springs  up. 

(2).  By  the  service  of  the  Guru  comfort  is  obtained;  if  Hari  be  the  bridegroom,  there  is  easily 
decoration. 

The  beloved  enjoys  the  bed  of  the  true  (woman),  whose  love  and  affection  is  deep. 

1  ^3TT  <jBdl  S  supply :  3R5  or  TJT3,  a  higher  than  high  (word  or  speech)  is  made. 

2  3vT  *T§t  foWT  ^rfS  >  tne  sense  of  tnese  wor^s  is  :  wnat  is  tne  £ood  °f  SAy'lnS  tnat  he  has  known  his 
own  self,  or  of  hearing  that  such  a  one  has  known  his  own  self? 

3  This  simile  is  used  by  Nanak  all  through  the  Granth  ad  nauseam. 
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She  is  recognized  as  a  disciple,  who  is  united  (with  Hari)  by  the  Guru  (on  account  of  her)  virtuous 
conduct.1 

(3).  Meet  with  (thy)  true  husband,  0  fascinating  woman,  charmed  by  (thy)  beloved  enjoy  thyself! 

Heart  and  body  is  delighted  in  the  True  one,  whose  value  cannot  be  told. 

(If)  Hari  (be  thy)  husband,  (thou  art)  a  favoured  woman  in  the  house;  he  is  pure,  of  a  true  name. 

(4).  If  in  the  mind  the  mind  die,  then  the  woman  will  enjoy  the  beloved. 

A  necklace  of  pearls  in  one  thread  is  joined  together  on  her  neck.8 

In  the  assembly  of  the  saints  comfort  springs  up,  the  name  is  the  support  of  the  (female)  disciple. 

(5).  In  a  moment  (man)  is  born,  in  a  moment  he  is  consumed,  in  a  moment  he  comes,  in  a  moment 
he  goes. 

If  he  know  the  word  (of  the  Guru,  i.e.  the  name)  and  remain  (in  it),  death  will  not  persecute  him. 

The  unequalled  Lord  cannot  be  compared  (with  any  thing),  from  a  story  (that  is  told)  he  cannot  be 
obtained. 

(6).  The  traders  and  traffickers  are  come,  having  written  down  their  wages. 

If  they  do  the  work  of  the  True  one,  profit  accrues  to  them  by  his  favour. 

The  true  trading-stock  is  obtained  from  the  Guru,  he  has  not  a  bit  of  covetousness. 

(7).  The  disciple  he  will  weigh  accurately,  true  is  his  balance  and  weight. 

Hope  and  desire  is  charming  (him),  by  the  Guru  it  is  stopped,  true  is  (his)  word. 

He  himself  will  weigh  accurately,  full  is  the  weight  of  the  Perfect. 

(8).  By  the  telling  of  legends  (final)  emancipation  is  not  obtained,  nor  by  reading  loads  of  books. 

Purity  of  the  body  is  not  obtained  without  devotion  and  love  to  Hari. 

0  Nanak!  him,  by  whom  the  name  is  not  forgotten,  the  Guru,  the  creator,  unites  (with  himself). 

Siri  Rag ;  mdhalu  I. 
X. 

(1).  If  the  true,  perfect  Guru  be  met  with,  the  jewel  of  reflection  is  obtained. 
If  the  heart  be  given  to  one's  own  Guru,  the  love  of  all  is  obtained. 
The  boon  of  final  emancipation  is  obtained,  that  is  blotting  out  vices. 


0  brother,  without  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  is  not  acquired ! 

Go  and  ask  one  of  the  Brahmas,  Naradas  and  Ved-Vyasas  ! 3 

(2).  He,  who  is  known  by  application  to  divine  knowledge  and  meditation,  is  called  inexpressible. 

(If)  a  tree  is  fruitful  and  green,  its  shade  becomes  large. 

Rubies,  jewels,  gems,  are  in  the  store-room  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  From  the  store-room  of  the  Guru  is  obtained  the  love  to  the  pure  name. 

The  true,  boundless  stock  of  goods  is  collected  by  a  full  destiny. 

He  is  a  giver  of  comfort,  a  remover  of  pain,  the  true  Guru  is  destroying  the  demons. 

3TSOT3  =  3Tc$  *HUT3>  virtuous  conduct.  The  case  or  grammatical  connexion  is  utterly  neglected  by 
Nanak,  and  the  translation  can  only  be  made  according  to  conjecture. 

2  As  a  sign  of  her  440  |J| .  or  happy  state  of  wifehood. 

*  Ald«C.  the  son  of  Brahma,  and  one  of  the  ten  original  Rishis.  He  delighted  in  exciting  quarrels 
(hence  Ald«t  =  an  embroiler).  He  is  said  to  be  the  inventor  of  the  Vina  or  lyre,  of  a  code  of  laws,  and  of  the 
Naradlya  Purana.  fq*HTO  =  WW,  the  supposed  compiler  of  the  Vedas.  Twenty-eight  Vyasas  are  men- 
tioned, who  are  incarnations  of  Narayana  (or  Brahma),  and  descend  to  earth  from  time  to  time  to  promulgate 
the  Vedas. 
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(4).  The  water  of  existence  is  difficult  and  terrible,  there  is  no  shore  nor  limit  of  it. 

There  is  no  boat  nor  buoy,  nor  is  there  a  pole  (to  work  the  boat  with)  or  a  boatsman  for  it. 

There  is  a  boat  (consisting)  of  th^fear  of  the  true  Guru,  by  a  favourable  look  he  ferries  across. 

(5).  If  but  a  little  (only)  the  beloved  be  forgotten,  pain  sets  in  and  happiness  departs. 

May  the  tongue  be  burned  with  firebrands,  that  does  not  mutter  the  delightful  name ! 

"When  (his)  body  is  destroyed,  his  pain  is  very  great,  when  Tama  seizes  (him),  he  repents. 

(6).  Saying  "mine,  mine,"  they  are  gone,  body,  wealth,  wife,  is  not  with  (them). 
,  "Without  the  name  wealth  is  useless,  he '  is  gone  astray  on  the  road. 

The  true  Lord  is  served  by  the  disciple,  (whose)  story  (description)  is  inexpressible. 

(7).  He  (=man)  comes  (into  the  world),  having  gone,  he  is  caused  to  wander  about  (in  transmigra- 
tion), his  lot  having  fallen  he  follows  his  occupation.2 

How  Bhall  that,  which  is  written  before,  be  blotted  out?  the  destiny  is  written  after  the  pleasure 
(of  the  Supreme). 

Without  the  name  of  Hari  there  is  no  (final)  emancipation,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  finds 
union  (with  the  Supreme). 

(8).  Without  him  I  have  nobody,  whose  my  soul  and  life  is. 

May  egotism  and  selfishness  be  consumed,  may  covetousness  and  conceit  be  burnt ! 

0  Nanak !  if  the  word  of  (the  Guru)  be  reflected  upon,  the  abode  of  virtues  (or  of  all  qualities  =  the 
Supreme)  is  obtained. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

XI. 

(1).  0  my  heart,  entertain  such  a  love  with  Hari,  as  the  lotuses  with  the  water  ! 
Though  they  be  knocked  down  by  the  waves,  yet  they  expand  in  love. 
Having  received  their  life  in  the  water,  they  must  die  without  water. 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  how  wilt  thou  be  released  without  love  (to  Hari)  ? 

He  who  is  contained  within  the  disciple,  bestows  on  him  a  storehouse  (full)  of  devotion. 
(2).  0  my  heart,  entertain  such  a  love  with  Hari,  as  the  fish  with  the  water  ! 
As  it  is  very  great,  so  is  its  joy  great,  in  its  mind  and  body  is  tranquillity. 
Without  water  it  does  not  live  twenty-four  minutes,  it  considers  the  Lord  very  dear. 
(3).  0  my  heart,  entertain  such  a  love  with  Hari,  as  the  Chatrik3  with  the  cloud ! 
The  tanks  are  full,  the  deserts  are  green,  not  a  drop  (more)  falls,  what  is  that  ? 
What  accrues  by  destiny,  that  is  obtained,  he  gives  to  him,  on  whose  head  the  destiny  has  fallen. 
(4).  0  my  heart,  entertain  such  a  love  with  Hari,  as  the  water  has  with  milk  ! 

1  We  should  expect  here  "  they,"  but  the  change  from  either  number  to  the  other  is  very  frequent,  as  it 
may  suit  the  rhyme. 

2  "UfS^"  fadfe  THTfS.  an  expression  which  is  frequently  met  with  in  the  Granth,  but  which  the 
Sikhs  are  no  longer  able  to  explain.  trfs*»t  is  the  Formative  (here  Locative)  of  yfSJJWT.  fallen,  used  abso- 
lutely :  after  having  fallen  (trfrT^),  i.e.  his  lot  (fZT33)-  I"  the  Granth  it  is  a  frequent  expression :  QjJ 
XffgJlff,  the  lot  has  fallen  =  to  reap  one's  (evil)  deserts.  It  may  therefore  be  translated  :  after  having  met 
with  his  deserts,  after  being  punished,  he  (being  born  again  in  human  shape)  does  his  avocation  (assigned 
to  him  by  the  caste,  in  which  he  is  born).  Qdfo  is  also  the  Locative  of  fad3,  m.  destiny,  the  whole  con- 
struction being  used  in  the  sense  of  the  Latin  Ablative  absolute. 

a  ^)|faoJ  (Sansk.  ^Tcf^i),  the  Cuculus  melano-lucus.  It  is  said,  that  he  only  drinks  from  clouds  and  that 
he  is  therefore  always  eagerly  expectant  of  rain. 
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It  endures  itself  the  boiling,  but  does  not  allow  the  milk  to  be  consumed. 

He  (=Hari)  himself  having  united  the  separated  (from  him),  gives  (them)  true  greatness. 

(5).  0  my  heart,  entertain  such  a  love  with  Hari,  as  the  Chakvl1  with  the  sun  ! 

Not  a  moment  she  falls  into  sleep,  she  thinks  that  the  far  (sun)  is  present. 

The  fleshly-minded  does  not  get  any  understanding,  the  disciple  (considers  him  as)  always  (being) 
in  (his)  presence. 

(6).  The  fleshly-minded  make  calculation,  (but)  what  the  creator  does,  that  comes  to  pass. 

His  value  is  not  obtained,  though  every  one  search  (for  it). 

(If)  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  it  be  given,  then  it  is  obtained ;  he  who  meets  with  the  True  one, 
finds  comfort. 

(7).  True  love  does  not  break,  if  that  true  Guru  falls  in  (with  the  disciple). 

If  the  blessing  of  divine  knowledge  be  obtained,  the  knowledge  of  the  three  worlds  accrues  (thereby). 

The  pure  name  is  not  forgotten,  if  he  take  (=repeat)  the  qualities  (of  Hari). 

(8).  Having  played  those  little  birds  are  gone,  which  are  picking  up  food  on  the  surface  of  the  tank. 

In  twenty-four  (or)  in  forty-eight  minutes  one  must  go ;  the  play  (lasts)  to-day  (or)  to-morrow. 

"Whom  thou  unitest  (with  thyself),  he  is  united,  having  gone  he  treads  on  the  true  arena.3 

(9).  "Without  the  Guru  love  (to  God)  does  not  spring  up,  the  filth  of  egotism  does  not  go  off. 

By  whom  his  own  self  is  known  as  the  "  So  ham," 3  he  believes  in  the  secret  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

If  by  the  disciple  his  own  self  be  known,  what  else  shall  he  do  or  cause  to  be  done  ? 

(10).  "What  of  those,  who  have  been  united,  shall  be  united?  he  (Hari)  believes4  in  (them,  who) 
are  united  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

The  fleshly-minded  one  gets  no  understanding,  being  separated  (from  the  Supreme)  he  is  struck  in 
the  face. 

0  Nanak !  there  is  only  One  palace  (of  Hari),  there  is  no  other  place. 

Siri  Bag  ;  mahala  I. 
XII. 

(1).  The  self-willed  (ungodly)  woman  goes  astray  and  is  led  astray,  having  gone  astray  she  finds  no 
place  (of  rest). 

"Without  the  Guru  no  one  points  out  (the  way),  blind  she  comes  and  goes. 
The  blessing  of  divine  knowledge  is  lost  (by  her),  deceived  and  ruined  she  goes. 

Pause, 

0  father,  the  Maya  deludes  into  error ! 

The  ill-fated  woman,  deluded  by  error,  is  not  taken  to  the  bosom  of  the  beloved. 

(2).  Erring  she  wanders  about  in  foreign  countries,  deluded  she  goes  and  abandons  her  house. 

Erring  she  ascends  a  mountain  and  a  sand-hill,  in  error  she  agitates  her  mind. 

1  "0<*<sl  (Sansk.  -q  sfc  cfl-qfft),  the  Brahman!  goose  or  duck.  It  is  said,  that  the  male  and  female  bird 
separate  at  night-fall  and  are  anxiously  expecting  the  re-appearance  of  the  sun  to  be  reunited.  They  are 
therefore  said  to  be  in  love  with  the  sun. 

2  fidf  (Sindhi),  a  level  piece  of  ground,  on  which  sports  are  made;  fLf^  *J*5^T,  to  tread  on  the  arena, 
to  sporty  The  play  down  here  is  transitory,  the  true  play  will  come  hereafter,  when  united  to  the  Supreme. 

3  *RT  (=^f'WV>  Orally :  he  is  I,  absolute  identification  of  the  individual  existence  with  the  Supreme. 
The  Absolute  becomes  conscious  only  in  the  human  spirit.  The  tenor  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  is  here 
perfectly  lucid,  and  Sikhism  is  in  no  way  differing  from  the  common  Hindu  pantheism. 

4  *1lfe  faw  V3T*HTfS :  these  words  are,  as  usual,  only  a  hint,  by  themselves  they  are  quite  unintel- 
ligible. They  should  be  thus  constructed  :  ^  wfr  f*i%  f^TSl  f^fa  ^fftltfTfe,  who  are  united  by 
means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  in  them  he  (Hari)  confides,  places  his  full  trust  in  them. 
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How  shall  she,  who  is  separated  (from  the  Supreme)  from  the  beginning,  be  united  ?  ruined  by  pride 
Bhe  will  lament. 

(3).  Those  separated  ones  the  Gum  will  unite,  who  have  their  joy  in  Hari  and  love  the  name. 

Those  have  easily  true  great  splendour,  who  rely  for  support  on  the  qualities  and  the  name  of  Hari. 

As  it  pleases  thee,  so  keep  me,  without  thee  what  Lord  have  I  ? 

(4).  By  reading  and  reading  letters  one  is  led  astray,  in  (faqlr-)  dresses  there  is  much  pride. 

What  does  he,  who  has  bathed  at  a  Tirtha,  (if)  in  (his)  heart  be  the  filth  of  conceit  ? 

Without  the  Guru,  by  whom  shall  the  heart,  the  King  and  Sultan,  be  admonished  ? 

(5).  (If)  the  boon  of  love  (to  Hari)  be  obtained,  the  disciple  will  reflect  on  truth. 

That  woman  has  parted  with  her  own  self,  (whose)  ornament  is  in  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

In  her  (own)  house  that  beloved  is  obtained  by  infinite  love  to  the  Guru. 

(6).  By  the  service  of  the  Guru  the  heart  becomes  pure  and  happy. 

In  (whose)  heart  the  word  of  the  Guru  is  settled,  she  removes  from  within  egotism. 

When  the  boon  of  the  name  is  obtained,  there  is  always  (new)  profit  acquired  in  the  heart. 

(7).  If  it  accrue  by  destiny,  then  it  (the  name)  is  obtained,  by  thyself  it  cannot  be  taken. 

Cling  always  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru,  remove  from  within  thy  own  self ! 

The  True  one  falls  into  the  lap  of  those  who  are  in  love  with  the  True  one. 

(8).  Every  one  is  subject  to  error,  unerring  is  the  Guru,  the  creator. 

By  the  teaching  of  the  Guru  the  mind  is  instructed,  love  (to  Hari)  springs  up  in  it. 

(By  whom)  the  name  is  not  forgotten,  (him)  the  inexhaustible  w*>rd  (of  the  Guru)  unites  (with  the 
Supreme). 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

XIII. 

(1).  The  thirst  after  the  Maya,  (illusive  world)  is  deluding  (men),  sons,  relations,  house  and  wife. 
By  wealth  and  youth  the  world  is  deceived,  by  greediness,  covetousness  and  selfishness. 
In  consequence  of  the  deceit  of  spiritual  darkness  I  have  died,  this  prevails  in  the  world. 


0  my  beloved,  I  have  none  other  without  thee ! 

Without  thee  none  other  is  pleasing  to  me,  (if)  thou  art  pleasing  (to  any  one),  happiness  is  obtained. 
(2).  The  name  I  will  praise  with  pleasure,  from  the  word  of  the  Guru  contentment  (is  obtained). 
What  is  seen,  that  will  go  off,  false  is  the  infatuation  (of  the  world),  do  not  look  (at  it)  ! 
The  travelling  caravan  has  come,  (but)  behold,  it  is  continually  going  along. 
(3).  Many  tell  a  story,  (hut)  without  the  Guru  understanding  (of  truth)  is  not  found. 
If  the  greatness  of  the  name  accrue  (to  any  one),  he  is  steeped  in  the  True  one  and  obtains  honour. 
Those  who  please  thee,  are  good,  there  is  no  false  nor  genuine  one  (by  himself). 
(4).  In  the  asylum  of  the  Guru  final  emancipation  is  obtained;  the  trading-stock  of  the  fleshly- 
minded  is  false. 

The  eight  metals'  of  a  king,  (which)  are  malleated  (into  money),  are  inscribed  with  a  word. 

He  himself  is  the  examiner  who  tries  them  ;  the  right  ones  are  put  into  the  treasury. 

(5).  Thy  value  does  not  become  known,  all  has  been  seen  by  me  and  carefully  examined.8 

By  telling  it  does  not  come  to  hand ;  he  who  abides  in  the  True  one,  obtains  honour. 

According  to  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  Thou  art  to  be  praised,  another  value  (of  thine)  cannot  be  told. 

1  The  eight  metals  are  :  gold,  silver,  copper,  tin,  lead,  brass,  iron,  steel. 

2  jjfe  fa £\  3^  ^TTf2-     ^^  ^7TTflr>  having  struck  and  sounded.     This  refers  to  the  habit  of 
striking  on  earthenware  and  sounding  it  (before  buying  it),  to  see  if  it  be  sound  =  to  examine  carefully. 
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(6).  In  which  body  the  name  is  not  approved  of,  in  that  body  is  the  contention  of  egotism. 

Without  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  is  not  obtained,  the  enjoyment  of  the  visible  world  is  duality. 

"Without  (praising)  the  qualities  (of  Hari)  it  is  of  no  use,  the  relish  of  the  Maya,  is  insipid. 

(7).  In  hope  they  are  born,  in  hope  they  enjoy  the  pleasures  (of  this  life). 

Bound  in  hope  they  are  marched  off,  ruined  (robbed)  they  are  struck  in  the  face. 

He  who  is  bound  by  vice,  is  beaten,  who  follows  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  is  saved  by  the  name. 

(8).  Thou  alone  art  in  all  places,  as  it  pleases  thee,  so  keep  me ! 

In  (whose)  heart  the  True  one  dwells  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  he  has  a  good  name, 
honour  and  reputation. 

By  whom  the  disease  of  egotism  (individuality)  is  removed  by  means  of  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru), 
he  perceives  the  True  one. 

(9).  In  the  sky  and  in  the  nether  region,  in  the  three  worlds  thou  art  present. 

Thou  thyself  art  the  devotee  and  the  object  of  his  love,  thou  thyself  art  united  (with  him)  and 
uoitest  him  (with  thyself). 

May  the  name  not  be  forgotten  by  Nanak !  as  it  pleases  thee,  so  thou  fillest  (all  places). 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 
XIV. 

(1).  By  the  name  of  Bam  my  heart  is  perforated,  what  other  reflection  shall  I  make  ? 

By  attention  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  comfort  arises,  love  to  the  Lord  is  the  pith  of  happiness. 

As  it  pleases  thee,  so  keep  me  !  the  name  of  Hari  is  my  support. 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  true  is  the  will  of  the  Lord ! 
Meditate  on  him  who  has  created  and  adorned  body  and  soul ! 

(2).  (If  my)  body  be  thrown  into  the  fire  as  an  offering,  having  cut  it  (to  pieces  of)  one  rati  and 
weighed  it. 

If  I  make  body  and  soul  the  fuel,  daily  burning  (them)  in  the  fire. 

It  does  not  come  up  to  the  name  of  Hari,  though  I  perform  lakhs  of  crores  of  works. 

(3).  (If  my)  body  be  cut  into  halves,  having  ordered  the  saw1  to  be  placed  upon  my  head. 

(If  my)  body  be  melted  in  the  Himalaya  (snow-mountain),  yet  the  disease  will  not  leave  my  mind. 

It  does  not  come  up  to  the  name  of  Hari ;  every  (place)  I  have  seen  and  carefully  examined. 

(4).  Though  I  give  (in  charity)  castles  of  gold  and  present  many  excellent  horses  and  elephants. 

(Though)  I  give  land  and  many  cows,  yet  (there  is)  pride  and  conceit  within  (me). 

By  the  name  of  Bam  my  heart  is  pierced,2  the  Guru  has  given  (me)  the  true  gift. 

(5).  Many  are  the  opinions  of  the  mind,  many  the  reflections  on  the  Veda. 

Many  are  the  fetters  of  the  soul,  (but)  the  disciple  has  the  gate  of  salvation. 

On  the  side  of  truth  is  every  one,  (but)  above  it  is  good  conduct.3 

(6).  Every  one  is  called  high,  none  is  seen  low. 

One  reason  (leading  thought)  is  in  the  created  vessel  (=man),  One  light  is  in  the  three  worlds. 

1  t*d<£3  (Sansk.  en^M-q),  a  kind  of  large  saw,  but  without  teeth,  as  formerly  suspended  at  Benares,  by 
which  the  body  was  cut  into  two  halves  (lengthwise). 

2  The  sense  of  "EPlcST.  to  pierce,  is:  to  have  a  lively,  never  intermitting  remembrance  of  a  thing,  to 
have  a  constant  pricking. 

3  The  sense  of  these  words  is  :  every  one  wants  to  know  truth,  but  a  good  religious  conduct  is  better  than 
this  research  after  truth. 
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If  it  accrue  by  destiny,  then  the  True  one  is  obtained,  the  original  gift  none  erases. 

(7).  (If)  a  holy  man  meet  with  holy  men,  contentment  dwells  (in  him)  on  account  of  his  love  to 
the  Guru. 

If  the  inexpressible  tale  be  reflected  upon,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  true  Guru. 

Having  drunk  nectar  he  is  contented,  dressed  (in  a  dress  of  honour)  he  will  go  to  the  court  (of  Hari). 

(8).  In  every  body  sounds  the  kingurl1  daily  by  the  natural  property  of  the  word. 

Some  rare  one  gets  understanding,  (but)  the  disciple  informs  his  heart. 

0  Nanak !  by  whom  the  word  is  not  forgotten,  he  is  rescued  (from  material  existence),  baving  per- 
formed the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Siri  Rag ;  mahala  I. 

XV. 

(1).  Painted  and  white  is  the  aspect  of  the  mansions,  beautiful  are  the  doors. 

According  to  the  pleasure  of  the  heart  they  were  erected,  in  second  love  and  affection.2 

If  the  inside  is  empty  and  without  love  (of  God),  the  body  tumbles  down  (and  becomes)  a  heap  of  ashes. 


0  brother,  (thy)  body  and  property  will  not  go  with  thee  (after  death). 

The  name  of  Earn  is  a  pure  property,  the  Guru  bestows  that  Lord  as  a  present. 

(2).  The  name  of  Earn  is  a  pure  property,  which  the  Giver  gives. 

In  the  future  world  no  question  will  be  asked  from  him,  whose  companion  the  Guru,  the  creator  is. 

(If)  he  himself  release,  emancipation  is  obtained,  he  himself  is  bestowing  the  gift. 

(3).  The  fleshly-minded  one  considers  his  own  daughters  and  sons  as  a  chance. 

Having  seen  women,  he  is  delighted,  (but)  the  joy  he  has,  is  grief. 

The  disciple  enjoys,  by  the  delightful  word  (of  the  Guru),  day  and  night  the  juice  of  Hari. 

(4).  (His)  reason  goes  (if)  his  wealth  is  going,  the  worshipper  of  the  Sakti  is  continually  wandering 
about.3 

Seeking  it  outside  one  is  ruined,  the  thing  is  in  the  house,  in  one's  own  place. 

The  fleshly-minded  one  is  robbed  by  egotism,  into  the  disciple's  lap  (the  thing)  falls. 

(5).  0  thou  vicious  worshipper  of  the  Sakti,  know  thy  own  origin ! 

The  body  (consists)  of  blood  and  semen,  near  the  fire4  life  (is  infused  into  it). 

The  body  is  in  the  power  of  the  breath,  on  the  forehead  is  the  sign  of  the  True  one.5 

(6).  Long  life  is  desired  (by  every  one),  no  one  wishes  to  die. 

The  life  of  that  disciple  is  called  happiness,  in  whom  that  (Hari)  is  indwelling. 

Upon  what  does  he,  who  is  void  of  the  name,  count,  who  has  not  the  sight  of  Hari,  the  Guru  ? 

(7).  As  one  is  led  astray  by  night  in  a  dream,  as  long  as  sleep  lasts. 

So  are  the  creatures  in  the  power  of  the  female  snake,"  within  them  is  the  duality  of  egotism  (i.e. 
individuality). 

If  instruction  by  the  Guru  is  given,  it  is  reflected,  that  this  world  is  (but)  a  dream  (has  no  real 
existence). 

1  A  sort  of  a  lute,  containing  only  two  wires. 

2  Or :  in  love  and  affection  for  duality. 
3£f?5  3*5TfS  =  3l?5ar§- 

4  The  fire  is  the  fire  of  the  womb. 

5  ?ra  25fanS  =  'RJ  5T  ?>^*Uc$>  the  sign  of  the  True  one  is  on  the  forehead  written  already  in  the 
womb ;  i.e.  man's  destiny  is  allotted  to  him 'already  in  the  womb. 

*  The  JTIPjfjS  is  identical  with  the  Maya. 
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(8).  Fire  dies  if  water  be  poured  (upon  it),  as  a  child  by  the  milk  of  the  mother  (is  satiated). 

Without  water  no  lotus  is  produced,  without  water  the  fish  dies. 

0  Nanak !  if  the  disciple  obtains  the  juice  of  Hari,  he  lives  and  sings  the  qualities  (= praises)  of  Hari. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mdhala  I. 
XVI. 
(1).  Having  seen  a  terrible  mountain  in  my  father's  house  I  became  afraid. 
High  and  difficult  is  the  mountain,  there  is  no  staircase  (leading  up)  to  it.1 

By  the  disciple  he  (i.e.  Hari)  is  known  (as  being)  within;  being  united  (with  Hari)  by  the  Guru,  I 
am  saved  (i.e.  I  have  crossed). 

Pause. 

0  brother,  the  difficult  water  of  existence  frightens  (me). 

(If)  the  perfect  and  true  Guru  fall  in  with  one,  being  friendly  disposed  (to  him),2  the  Guru  brings 
him  across  (by)  the  name  of  Hari. 

(2).  Though  I  make  preparations  for  departure  (and)  know,  that  I  am  going. 

Who  has  come  will  depart  (again),  immortal  is  that  Guru,  the  creator. 

Yet  (I  am)  praising  the  True  one,  (I  have)  love  to  the  True  one.3 

(3).  Beautiful  mansions  and  palaces,  thousands  of  solidly-built  forts. 

Elephants,  horses,  saddles,  armies  in  boundless  lakhs  : 

Are  gone  with  no  one ;  wearing  away  they  have  died  being  sapless  (unsolid). 

(4).  If  gold  and  silver  be  collected,  wealth  is  a  net  of  anxieties. 

If  one  cry  out  for  justice  (or  help)  in  the  whole  world,  without  the  name  death  is  upon  his  head. 

"When  the  body  falls  down,  the  soul  will  sport,4  what  will  be  the  state  of  the  evil-doer  ? 

(5).  Having  seen  his  sons  and  wives  the  Lord  of  the  bed  is  delighted. 

Perfume  is  applied  (by  him),  he  adorns  his  dress  and  figure. 

Dust  is  mingled  with  dust,  he  departs  leaving  his  family  behind. 

(6).  He  may  be  called  a  chief,  a  King,  a  Kaja,  a  Kau5  or  Khan. 

He  may  be  called  a  Chaudhari,6  a  Eau,  he  may  burn  in  haughtiness. 

The  fleshly-minded  one,  by  whom  the  name  is  forgotten,  is  (like)  a  reed  burnt  in  a  jungle-fire. 

(7).  He,  who  has  come  into  the  world,  will  go  having  practised  egotism. 

The  whole  world  is  a  chamber  of  lamp-black,'  body,  mind  and  trunk  (are  or  become)  ashes. 

Those  are  pure  who  are  preserved  by  the  Guru,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  their  fire  is  extinguished. 

(8).  0  Nanak  !  it  is  crossed  (=salvation  is  obtained)  by  the  true  name  (of  him  who  is)  king  above 
kings. 

By  me  the  name  is  not  forgotten,  the  jewel  of  the  name  of  Hari  is  my  trust. 

The  fleshly-minded  are  consumed  in  the  water  of  existence  and  die,  the  disciples  cross  the  bottomless 
(water). 

1  f33  31*!  !  the  second  is  superfluous  and  only  added  to  make  up  the  rhyme. 

2  'jfiT  must  here  be  taken  as  Part.  p.  conj.  of  <J±|c\l,  to  become  well-disposed. 

3  The  words  *T%  qifc  fvpWTcT,  of  which  the  Sikh  Granthls  could  give  me  no  explanation,  must  be 
constructed  thus  :  *T%  'WTfe  ftf»HTH  % [A  vh  I  have  love  to  the  True  one.  fc|TfA  is  here  simply  postposi- 
tion (=  *y  M),  Hindi  ?n^t»  to,  for. 

4  tTIO  t)tt>*lT,  the  soul  will  sport  (i.e.  in  transmigration). 

5  There  is  some  difference  between  raja  and  rau,  the  latter  signifying  a  chieftain. 

6  *jGn<Tl>  the  head  man  of  a  village  or  trade. 

7  oMtIW  <*<SSl>  a  chamber  of  lamp-black,  by  entering  which  one  is  sullied  =  a  place  of  defilement. 
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Sin  Raff;  mahala  I. 
XVII. 

Ghar  II. 

(1).  Having  fixed  (thy)  residence  remain  in  the  house;  why  is  there  continually  the  apprehension 
of  going  ? 

This  is  considered  a  residence,  when  people  remain  stationary. 

Pause. 

How  is  there  a  (firm)  residence  in  the  world  ? 

Practising  righteousness  bind  thou  up  good  works  as  viaticum,  apply  thyself  continually  to  the  name  ! 

(2).  The  JogI  practising  his  sitting-postures1  sits  down,  the  Mulla  sits  down  in  (his)  place  (or 
house). 

The  Pandit  explains  books,  the  Siddh2  sits  down  in  a  temple. 

(3).  The  Gods,  the  Siddhs,  the  Ganas,3  the  Gandharvas,  the  Munis,  the  Shekhs,  Pirs,  chiefs : 

Are  departed  to  the  threshold  (of  God),  and  others  also  will  go  (there). 

(4).  Sultans,  Khans,  Kings,  nobles  are  gone,  having  departed  (from  the  world). 

In  twenty-four  minutes  (or)  in  forty-eight  minutes  it  must  be  gone;  0  heart,  understand  it,  thou 
also  wilt  arrive  there  ! 

(5).  If  he  (the  Supreme)  be  described  in  words,  some  rare  one  will  understand  it. 

Nanak  tells  this  supplication  (=says)  :  he  is  in  the  water,  in  the  earth  and  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 

(6).  Allah  is  invisible,  inapproachable,  powerful,  creator,  merciful. 

All  the  world  is  coming  and  going,  only  the  residence  of  the  Merciful  one  is  firm. 

(7).  He  is  called  stationary,  on  whose  head  there  is  no  destiny. 

Heaven  and  earth  will  pass  away,  he  alone  (will  remain)  stationary. 

(8).  Day  and  sun  will  pass  away,  night  and  moon  will  pass  away,  lakhs  of  stars  will  be  destroyed.4 

He  alone  is  stationary ;  0  Nanak,  call  him  the  True  one  ! 6 


SIEI  RAG;  MAHALA  III. 

Ghar  I. 

Astpadis. 

By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     XVIII. 

(1).  If  he  (the  Guru)  bestow  mercy  on  the  disciple,  devotion  is  made,  without  the  Guru  devotion 
cannot  be  made. 

1  The  Jogis  have  eighty-four  sitting-postures. 

2  The  Siddh,  an  ascetic,  who  is  said  to  have  acquired  superhuman  powers.  In  the  following  verse  the 
Siddhs  are  a  sort  of  demi-gods,  inhabiting,  with  the  inferior  deities  and  Munis,  the  region  between  the  sun 
and  earth. — See  Vishnu  Purana,  ed.  Wilson,  p.  227. 

3  The  Ganas  (Sansk.  9HJ[)  are  troops  of  inferior  deities  attendant  on  Shiva  and  under  the  superintendence 
of  Ganesh. 

4  WBi  trom  \JWcM  or  IJW^cM,  to  be  destroyed,  from  the  Sansk.  H3TO . 

6  ^ntfe  >s  Persian  iJ&) ,  call,  say!  The  insertion  of  a  Persian  word  or  phrase  is  considered  very 
elegant  by  the  Sikhs. 

12 
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He  himself  unites  (the  disciple  with  himself),  if  he  (the  disciple)  understand  (the  truth),  then  he 
will  hecome  pure. 

Hari  is  true,  true  is  (his)  word,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  union  i3  brought  about. 

Pause. 

0  brother,  why  hast  thou  come  into  the  world  void  of  devotion  ? 

The  service  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  not  performed  (by  thee),  uselessly  (thy)  human  birth  is  wasted. 

(2).  Hari  himself  is  the  life  of  the  world,  the  donor,  he  himself,  having  bestowed  (the  gift),  unites. 

"What  are  these  helpless  creatures  ?  what  can  one  say  or  tell  ? 

He  himself  gives  greatness  to  the  disciple,  he  himself  makes  (him)  perform  worship. 

(3).  Having  seen  (his)  family  he  is  charmed  with  fascination,  when  departing,  it  does  not  go  with  (him). 

"Who  serves  the  true  Guru,  obtains  the  abode  of  (all)  qualities,  his  value  is  not  ascertained. 

My  friend  is  the  Lord  Hari,  he  will  be  a  companion  (also)  at  the  end. 

(4).  In  the  father's  family1  the  life  of  the  world  is  the  donor;  by  the  fleshly-minded  one  (his) 
honour2  is  lost. 

Without  the  true  Guru  no  one  knows  the  road,  the  blind  one  (has)  no  place  whatever. 

In  whose  heart  Hari,  the  giver  of  comfort,  is  not  dwelling,  he  will  regret  it  at  the  end,  when  he  is  gone. 

(5).  In  the  father's  family  the  life  of  the  world  is  the  donor;  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  is 
caused  to  dwell  in  the  heart. 

Daily,  day  and  night,  (such  a  one)  performs  devotion,  the  infatuation  of  his  egotism  (individuality) 
is  stopped. 

He  becomes  such  as  the  person  is,  with  whom  he  is  in  love ;  the  true  ones  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(6).  "When  he  himself  (=Hari)  bestows  a  favourable  look,  he  (  =  the  disciple)  conceives  love  (to 
him),  having  reflected  on  the  words  of  the  Guru. 

By  the  service  of  the  true  Guru  tranquillity  springs  up,  having  extinguished  the  thirst  of  egotism. 

Hari,  the  giver  of  favours,  always  dwells  in  the  heart  (of  him,  by  whom)  the  True  one  is  put  and 
kept  in  his  breast. 

(7).  My  Lord  is  always  pure,  by  a  pure  heart  he  is  obtained. 

In  whose  heart  the  treasure  of  the  name  of  Hari  dwells,  all  the  pain  of  his  egotism  (individuality) 
ceases. 

By  the  true  Guru  the  word  (=the  name  of  Hari)  is  proclaimed,  I  am  always  a  sacrifice  for  him. 
(8).  One  may  say  (so)  in  his  own  heart  and  mind,  (but)  without  the  Guru  "self"  does  not  go. 
Hari  is  propitious  to  (his)  devotees,  the  giver  of  comfort,  if  he  bestow  mercy,  he  dwells  in  the  heart. 
0  Nanak !  the  Lord  himself  gives  beauty  and  reflection,  he  gives  greatness  to  his  disciple. 

Sir i  Rug ;  mahala  III. 
II.     XIX. 
(1).  Who  are  practising  works  of  egotism,  on  them  the  punishment  of  Tama  falls. 
Those  are  saved  who  serve  the  true  Guru,  being  occupied  in  their  thoughts  with  Hari. 


0  my  heart,  meditate  on  the  name,  directing  thy  face  towards  the  Guru ! 

To  them  it  is  originally  and  before  by  the  creator  decreed,  who  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the 
Guru  are  absorbed  in  the  name. 

1  i.e.  Whilst  living  in  one's  father's  house  =  in  this  world. 

2  The  honour  of  the  human  birth. 
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(2).  "Without  the  true  Guru  faith  does  npt  come,  love  to  the  name  does  not  arrive. 

Not  (even)  in  a  dream  they  obtain  comfort,  absorbed  in  pain  they  sleep. 

(3).  Though  it  may  be  said :  Hajj,  Hari !  though  he  may  be  much  desired,  the  destiny  cannot  be 
effaced. 

Those  devotees  have  become  acceptable  at  the  gate,  by  w}pm  the  will  of  Hari  has  been  obeyed  with 
love. 

(4).  The  Guru  makes  the  word  firm  with  colour,  without  mercy  it  cannot  be  taken. 

If  a  hundred  nectars  be  sprinkled,  yet  the  Dhau1  will  bear  a  poisonous  fruit. 

(5).  Those  people  are  true  and  pure,  who  have  love  to  the  true  Guru. 

They  are  performing  the  will  of  the  true  Guru,  having  given  up  the  poison  and  passion  of  egotism. 

(6).  From  the  obstinacy  of  the  mind  one  is  not  liberated  by  any  contrivance,  go  and  search  the 
Smriti  and  the  Shastras ! 

Those  who  have  joined  the  assembly  of  the  holy  ones,  are  saved  by  performing  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(7).  The  name  of  Hari  is  a  treasure,  which  has  no  end  nor  limit. 

Those  disciples  are  lustrous,  on  whom  the  creator  bestows  mercy. 

(8).  0  Nanak,  the  donor  is  One,  there  is  no  other ! 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  (Hari)  is  obtained,  by  destiny  he  is  acquired. 

Siri  Hag;  mahald  III. 

III.     XX. 

(1).  There  is  a  beautiful  bird  on  a  tree,  he  picks  up  (as  food)  truth  by  love  to  the  Guru. 
He  drinks  the  juice  of  Hari,  he  remains  at  his  ease,  he  does  not  fly,  nor  come  nor  go. 
In  his  own  house  he  has  obtained  a  dwelling,  in  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  he  is  absorbed. 

Pause. 

0  my  heart,  do  the  work  of  the  Guru  ! 

If  thou  walkest  according  to  the  will  of  the  Guru,  thou  wilt  daily  be  steeped  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

(2).  There  are  beautiful  birds  on  a  tree,  they  fly  and  go  to  the  four  quarters  (of  the  earth). 

As  much  as  they  may  fly,  their  pains  are  great,  they  always  burn  and  lament. 

"Without  the  Guru  the  palace  (of  Hari)  does  not  become  known,  nor  is  the  fruit  of  immortality  found. 

(3).  (In)  the  disciple  Brahm  is  verdant  with  true,  natural  ease. 

The  three  branches2  are  removed  (by  him)  having  directed  his  thoughts  on  the  One  word  (=name). 

Hari  alone  is  (or  has)  the  fruit  of  immortality,  he  himself  gives  it  to  eat. 

(4).  The  fleshly-minded  are  oppressed  with  heat  and  dried  up,  they  have  neither  fruit  nor  shade. 

One  should  not  sit  near  them,  they  have  neither  house  nor  village. 

They  are  cut  down  and  continually  burnt,  they  have  neither  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  nor  the  name 
(of  Hari). 

(5).  According  to  his  order  they  do  works,  when  the  lot  has  fallen  they  wander  about. 
According  to  his  order  they  see  the  sight  (of  the  Guru),  where  he  sends  them,  thither  they  go. 
By  his  order  Hari,  Hari  dwells  in  (their)  heart,  by  his  order  they  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 
(6).  The  helpless  do  not  know  his  order,  the  fools  wander  about  being  led  astray. 
In  the  obstinacy  of  their  mind  they  are  doing  (religious)  works,  continually,  continually  they  become 
wretched. 

No  rest  comes  into  their  heart,  nor  do  they  conceive  love  to  the  True  one. 

1  IflG  >  s.m.  (Sansk.  ^ITfNft)  'he  Grislea  tomentosa,  a  poisonous  shrub. 

2  The  three  branches  are  the  three  qualities  JT3>  3%,  3^. 


92  sir!  rag,  mah.  hi.,  astpad.  iv.  (xxi.) 

(7).  The  faces  of  the  disciples  are  beautiful  by  their  love  and  affection  to  the  Guru. 

By  true  devotion  they  are  attached  to  the  True  one,  at  the  gate  of  the  True  one  they  are  (found)  true. 

They  have  become  acceptable  (themselves)  and  save  all  their  family  (also). 

(8).  AH  do  their  works  (in)  his  sight,  outside  his  sight  no  one  (is  doing  a  work). 

As  the  True  one  is  looking  upon  one,  such  he  is. 

0  Xanak,  from  the  name  (come)  greatnesses,1  by  destiny  they  are  acquired ! 

Siri  Rag;  mahala  III. 

IV.     XXI. 

(1).  The  disciples  meditate  on  the  name,  the  fleshly-minded  get  no  understanding. 
The  faces  of  the  disciples  are  always  bright,  Hari  comes  and  dwells  in  (their)  heart. 
Quite  easily  comfort  is  obtained  (by  them),  easily  they  remain  absorbed  (in  Hari). 

Pause. 

0  brother,  become  the  slave  of  the  slaves ! 

The  service  of  the  Guru  is  attachment  to  the  Guru,  some  rare  one  obtains  it. 

(2).  There  is  always  the  happy  state  of  wifehood  of  that  favoured  woman,  who  walks  in  the  love  of 
the  true  Guru. 

The  immovable  beloved  is  always  obtained  (by  her),  he  does  not  die  nor  go. 

Being  united  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  she  is  not  separated,  she  is  absorbed  in  the  bosom  of  the  beloved. 

(3).  The  pure  and  exceedingly  bright  Hari  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  Guru. 

One  reads  the  Vedas  (but)  does  not  understand  (them),  by  (faqir-)  dresses  and  error  he  is  led  astray. 

By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  always  obtained,  the  tongue  is  absorbed  in  the  juice  of  Hari. 

(4).  By  the  innate  nature  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  is  brought  to 
an  end. 

"Without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  the  world  goes  about  in  pain,  the  fleshly-minded  she  (the  Maya.) 
has  eaten  up. 

He  who  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  meditates  on  the  name,  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one  by  means  of 
the  word. 

(o).  The  ascetics  (Siddhs)  wander  about  being  led  astray  by  the  Maya,  by  the  natural  property  (of  the 
Maya  in  them)  deep  meditation  (so  as  to  identify  themselves  with  the  Supreme)  is  not  made  (by  them). 

In  the  three  worlds  she  (  =  the  Maya)  is  contained,  excessively  she  is  clinging  (to  them). 

"Without  the  Guru  final  emancipation  is  not  obtained,  nor  does  the  duality  of  the  Maya  cease. 

(6).  "What  is  called  Maya?     What  works  does  the  Maya  practise? 

By  pain  and  happiness  this  soul  is  bound,  it  practises  the  works  of  egotism  (individuality). 

"Without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  the  error  does  not  cease,  egotism  (individuality)  does  not  depart 
from  within. 

(7).  "Without  love  devotion  is  not  possible,  without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  it  is  not  acceptable 
(with  Hari). 

If  by  the  word  egotism  (individuality)  be  annihilated,  the  error  of  the  Maya  will  cease. 

The  boon  of  the  name  is  obtained  by  the  disciple  with  natural  ease. 

(8).  Without  the  Guru  the  qualities  (of  Hari)  are  not  known,  without  the  qualities  (of  Hari  being 
known)  devotion  cannot  be  made. 

In  (whose)  heart  Hari,  the  propitious  to  the  devotees,  has  taken  his  abode,  he  has  naturally  found 
that  Lord. 

0  Nanak !  Hari  is  praised  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (by  him,  who)  obtains  (him)  by  destiny. 

Or  :  in  the  name  are. 
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Sin  Rag  ;  mahala  III. 

V.     XXII. 

(1).  The  infatuation  of  the  Maya%  made  by  my  Lord,  he  himself  leads  astray  in  error. 
The  fleshly-minded  one  practises  (religious)  works,  (but)  does  not  understand  (the  truth),  uselessly 
he  wastes  his  human  birth. 

The  word  of  the  Guru  is  the  light  in  this  world,  by  destiny  it  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart. 


0  my  heart,  repeat  silently  the  name,  and  comfort  will  be  obtained. 
If  the  true  Guru  be  praised,  naturally  that  Lord  will  be  found. 

(2).  (His)  error  is  gone,  (his)  fear  has  fled,  who  applies  his  thoughts  to  the  feet  of  Hari. 

If  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  be  performed  by  the  disciple,  Hari  comes  and  dwells  in  (his)  heart. 

To  the  true  house  and  palace  (of  Hari)  he  is  admitted,  death  cannot  eat  him. 

(3).  Nama,  (was)  a  calico-printer  and  Kablr1  a  weaver,  (but)  from  the  perfect  Guru  they  obtained 
salvation. 

The  sons  of  Brahma  know  the  word,  they  parted  (therefore)  with  egotism  (individuality)  and  family.2 

Gods  and  Naras  sing  their  praise,  no  one  effaces  it,  0  brother  ! 

(4).  The  son  of  the  Daitya3  does  not  at  all  read  (with  his  preceptor)  the  duties,  religious  observances 
and  abstinences  (prescribed  by  the  Shastras)  (and  yet)  he  knows  no  duality. 

Having  met  with  the  true  Guru  he  became  pure,  daily  he  praises  the  name. 

The  One  he  recites,  the  One  name  he  meditates  upon,  he  knows  no  other. 

(5).  The  six  (philosophical)  systems,  the  Jogis  and  Sanyasis4  are  led  astray  in  error  without  the  Guru. 

If  they  serve  the  true  Guru,  then  they  obtain  the  station  (degree)  of  salvation,  Hari  dwells  in  (their) 
heart. 

If  (their)  thought  is  fixed  on  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru),  coming  and  going  is  stopped. 

(6).  The  Pandit  reading  and  reading  explains  an  argumentation,  without  the  Guru  he  is  led  astray 
in  error. 

1  Nama  or  Namdev,  a  famous  devotee,  who  is  considered  the  first  Marathi  writer  (Molesworth,  Marathi 
Dictionary,  Introd.  p.  xxv),  is  said  to  have  been  a,  contemporary  of  Kablr  (about  1480  a.d.).  Kablr,  the 
weaver,  a  Musalman  by  birth  (as  borne  out  by  the  Granth  and  the  testimony  of  Ravidas)  and  disciple  of 
Ramanand,  lived  partly  at  Magar  and  partly  at  Benares  under  the  reign  of  Sikandar  Shah  Lodi  (1488 — 1512). 
Portions  of  the  writings  of  both  are  incorporated  in  the  Granth,  especially  of  Kablr,  who  comes  in  for  a  con- 
siderable share  in  every  Rag,  and  who  is  to  be  considered  as  the  author  of  the  whole  reformatory  movement 
going  on  in  India  during  the  Middle  Ages.  Nanak  and  the  following  Sikh  Gurus  have  indorsed  the  tenets  of 
Kablr  and  made  them  their  own. 

2  The  sons  of  Brahma ;  the  mind-born  sons  of  Brahma,  who  are  called  Sanatkumara,  Sananda,  Sanaka 
and  Sanatana  (with  sometimes  a  fifth,  Ribhu,  added).  They  are  said  to  have  declined  to  create  progeny  and  to 
have  ever  remained  boys  (Kumara),  pure  and  innocent.  The  "sabd"  means  here  the  initiatory  mantr  (s5  ham), 
implying  identity  with  the  Supreme ;  they  refused  therefore  to  enter  duality  by  procreation. 

3  ^3  1T3>  the  son  of  the  Daitya  (Hiranyakas'ipu)  Prahlad,  whose  story  is  told  in  the  Vishnu  Purana. 
His  preceptor  did  not  teach  him  the  name  of  Vishnu,  but  Vishnu  himself  (who  is  here  to  be  understood  by  the 
JTflT  3TJ)>  the  instructor  of  the  whole  world.  His  father  is  said  to  have  made  different  attempts  on  the  life  of 
his  son,  but  to  have  signally  failed  ;  at  last  Hiranyakas'ipu  was  torn  in  pieces  by  Vishnu  in  the  Avatar  of  the 
Narsinha  (man-lion)  issuing  from  a  pillar  of  the  hall.     This  story  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Granth. 

4  irfjSWT'ft  0RWTOt)>  one  wno  ^as  cast  on?  a^  worldly  desires  and  possessions,  a  religious  mendicant 
(now  different  from  the  fourth  order  of  Brahmans).  The  Sanyasis  are  generally  followers  of  Shiva,  the 
Bairagis  of  Vishnu. 
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The  round  of  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence)  is  allotted  (to  him),  without  the  word 
(instruction  of  the  Guru)  he  does  not  obtain  salvation. 

When  he  reflects  on  the  name,  then  he  obtains  salvation,  when  the  true  Guru  unites  (him)  to  union 
(with  Hari). 

(7).  In  the  assembly  of  the  holy  ones  the  name  of  Hari  is  produced,  where  the  true  Guru  is  naturally 
met  with. 

Soul  and  body  I  offer  up,  my  own  self  I  remove,  I  walk  in  faith  in  the  true  Guru. 

I  am  always  a  sacrifice  for  my  own  Guru,  who  fixes  my  mind  on  Hari. 

(8).  He  is  a  Brahman  who  knows  Brahm,  who  is  in  love  with  Hari. 

The  Lord,  who  dwells  near  in  the  heart  of  all,  is  known  by  some  rare  disciple. 

0  Nanak !  the  name,  (by  means  of  which)  greatness  is  obtained,  is  known  from  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  III. 
VI.     XXIII. 

(1).  The  whole  world  seeks  composure,1  (but)  without  the  Guru  it  cannot  be  obtained. 

The  Pandits  and  astrologers,  reading  and  reading  (treatises),  have  become  tired,  by  (faqlr-)  dresses 
and  error  they  are  led  astray. 

By  meeting  with  the  Guru  composure  is  obtained,  if  he  {i.e.  Hari)  bestow  his  own  mercy  and  good 
pleasure. 

Pause. 

0  brother,  without  the  Guru  composure  does  not  accrue. 

From  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  alone  composure  springs  up,  that  true  Hari  is  obtained  (from  it). 

(2).  What  is  sung  in  composure  is  acceptable,  without  composure  the  recital  (of  the  Purans,  etc.)  is 
useless. 

Easily  devotion  is  produced  by  composure,  out  of  natural  love  and  abandonment  of  the  world. 

From  composure  comfort  and  tranquillity  are  obtained,  without  composure  life  is  useless. 

(3).  By  composure  (the  disciple)  always,  always  praises  (Hari),  easily  giving  himself  to  deep 
meditation. 

By  composure  he  utters  the  qualities  (of  Hari),  he  performs  devotion  directing  his  thoughts  (on 
Hari). 

By  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  Hari  dwells  in  his  heart,  his  tongue  eats  the  juice  of  Hari. 

(4).  By  composure  death  is  driven  away,  if  (one)  fall  on  the  asylum  of  the  True  one. 

By  composure  the  name  of  Hari  dwells  in  (his)  heart,  he  does  true  work. 

Those  are  very  fortunate  who  have  obtained  it,  they  remain  easily  absorbed  (in  Hari). 

(5).  In  the  Maya,  composure  is  not  produced,  the  Maya,  is  in  duality. 

The  fleshly-minded  are  doing  (the  prescribed)  works,  (but)  they  burn  continually  in  egotism. ' 

Birth  and  death  do  not  cease,  again  and  again  they  come  and  go. 

(6).  In  the  three  qualities  composure  is  not  obtained,  the  three  qualities  lead  astray  in  error. 

It  may  be  read,  it  may  be  pondered,  what  shall  be  said  (by  him),  when  he  goes  astray  from  the 
beginning  ? 

In  the  fourth  stage  is  composure,2  it  falls  into  the  lap  of  the  disciple. 

1  The  whole  Astpadi  is  a  play  with  the  meaning  of  ?TTTtJ,  *4vJ"H  I  ■  It  signifies  here  (as  a  substantive  m.), 
according  to  the  whole  context :  "  composure,  ease  of  mind."  In  Sindhi  it  is  still  used  in  this  sense  (^T3|), 
but  no  longer  in  modern  Hindi.  t^Ttf  is  also  used  as  adjective,  "  innate,"  natural,  and  as  adverb  (*TU%), 
naturally,  easily. 

'  In  the  fourth  stage  the  individual  spirit  identifies  itself  completely  with  the  Supreme  Spirit. 
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(7).  The  name  of  him  that  is  without  attributes  (=the  Supreme)  is  a  treasure,  by  composure 
sagacity  (of  mind)  is  obtained.1 

By  the  virtuous  it  is  praised,  true*s  the  story  of  the  True  one. 

Those  who  are  gone  astray  he  (Hari)  will  unite  (with  himself)  by  composure,  by  the  word  (of  the 
Guru)  union  is  brought  about. 

(8).  "Without  composure  every  one  is  blind,  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  is  darkness. 

By  composure  sagacity  is  obtained  from  the  true  inexhaustible  word  (of  the  Guru). 

He  himself,  the  perfect  Guru,  the  creator  unites  (him). 

(9).  By  composure  the  invisible  one  is  known,  the  fearless,  the  luminous,  the  formless. 

He  alone  is  the  donor  of  all  creatures,  the  luminous  is  uniting  (with  himself)  that  which  is  luminous. 

By  the  perfect  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is  praised,  who  has  no  end  nor  limit. 

(10).  The  wealth  of  those  endowed  with  divine  knowledge  is  the  name,  naturally  (=readily)  they 
traffic  (with  it). 

Daily  they  take  as  profit  the  name  of  Hari,  the  store-rooms  (of  whom)  are  inexhaustible  and  filled. 

0  Nanak !  no  deficiency  befalls  them,  they  are  given  by  the  giver. 

• 

Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  III. 

vn.   xxiv. 

(1).  After  the  true  Guru  is  found,  no  wandering  (in  transmigration)  takes  place,  the  pain  of  birth 
and  death  ceases. 

From  the  perfect  word  all  knowledge  is  obtained,  he  (the  disciple)  remains  absorbed  in  the  name  of 
Hari. 


0  my  heart,  fix  thy  mind  on  the  true  Guru  ! 

He  himself,  (whose)  name  is  pure  and  always  fresh,  will  come  and  dwell  in  the  heart. 

(2).  0  Hari,  keep  me  in  thy  asylum !     As  thou  keepest  me,  so  I  remain. 

The  disciple,  who  whilst  living  dies  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  crosses  the  water  of 
existence. 

(3).  By  a  great  destiny  the  name  is  obtained,  by  the  word  approved  by  the  Guru  he  (=the  disciple) 
obtains  honour. 

In  whose  heart  the  Lord,  the  creator  himself  dwells,  he  remains  easily  absorbed  (in  Hari). 

(4).  To  some  fleshly-minded  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  not  pleasing,  bound  in  fetters  they  are  caused 
to  wander  about  (in  transmigration). 

Again  and  again  they  come  having  passed  through  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence), 
uselessly  their  human  birth  is  lost. 

(5).  In  the  heart  of  the  devotees  is  joy,  by  the  true  word  they  are  steeped  in  the  love  (of  Hari). 

Daily  they  sing  (his)  qualities,  they  are  always  pure  (and)  are  easily  absorbed  in  the  name. 

(6).  The  disciples  speak  a  speech  of  nectar,  they  recognize  all  (the  world)  as  the  Supreme  Spirit. 

The  One  they  serve,  the  One  they  worship,  the  disciples  recite  the  inexpressible  one. 

(7).  If  the  true  Lord  be  served,  he  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart  of  the  disciples. 

Those  who  are  always  in  love  with  the  True  one,  he  unites  (with  himself)  out  of  his  own  mercy. 

(8).  He  himself  does  (everything)  and  causes  it  to  be  done,  he  himself  awakens  some  who  have 
fallen  asleep. 

He  himself  unites  to  union  (with  himself)  (those),  0  Mnak  !  (who)  are  absorbed  in  the  word  (of  the 
Guru). 

1  By  H\T%  (nbl.),  composure,  TpJ^,  brightness  of  intellect  or  sagacity  of  mind,  is  obtained. 
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Sirl  Rag ;  mahala  III. 

VIII.     XXV. 

(1).  By  serving  the  true  Guru  soul  and  body  have  become  pure  and  holy. 

He  always  gets  joy  and  comfort  in  his  heart,  who  has  joined  the  deep  and  profound  (Hari). 

He  who  sits  in  the  true  assembly,  his  mind  is  composed  by  the  true  name. 

Pam'e. 

0  my  heart,  fearlessly  serve  the  true  Guru  ! 

By  serving  the  true  Guru,  Hari  dwells  in  the  heart,  not  a  bit  of  filth  clings  to  it. 
(2).  Prom  the  true  word  honour  springs  up,  true  is  the  name  of  the  True  one. 

1  shall  become  a  sacrifice  for  those  who,  having  extinguished  their  egotism  (individuality),  have  known  it. 
The  fleshly -minded  do  not  know  the  True  one,  they  have  nowhere  a  place  or  spot. 

(3).  The  True  one  (I)  eat,  the  True  one  (I)  put  on,  in  the  True  one  is  my  abode. 

(I)  praise  always  the  True  one,  in  the  True  one  is  (my)  dwelling. 

All  is  recognized  (by  me)  as  the  Supreme  Spirit,  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  (my)  abode 
is  in  (my)  own  house. 

(4).  (Who)  sees  the  True  one,  who  speaks  the  True  one,  (his)  body  and  soul  become  true. 

True  is  (his)  evidence,  true  his  instruction,  the  story  of  the  True  one  is  true. 

By  whom  the  True  one  is  forgotten,  they  go  in  pain  and  weep. 

(5).  By  whom  the  true  Guru  is  not  served,  for  what  have  they  come  into  the  world  ? 

Being  bound  they  are  beaten  at  the  gate  of  Tama,  he  does  not  hear  (=listen  to)  their  screams  and  cries. 

Uselessly  their  human  birth  is  lost,  they  die  and  are  born  repeatedly. 

(6).  Having  seen  this  world  burning  (I)1  have  fled  to  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru. 

By  the  true  Guru  the  True  one  is  made  firm  (in  me),  (I)  always  remain  in  true  continence. 

The  true  Guru  is  the  true  boat,  by  (his)  word  (I)  cross  the  water  of  existence. 

(7).  In  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence)  they  continually  wander  about,  (but)  without 
the  true  Guru  final  emancipation  is  not  found. 

The  Pandits  and  silent  ascetics  reading  and  reading  have  become  tired,  by  duality  they  have  lost 
their  honour. 

By  the  true  Guru  the  word  (=the  name)  is  proclaimed,  without  the  True  one  there  is  no  other. 

(8).  Those  who  are  applied  by  the  True  one,  cling  to  the  True  one,  and  do  always  true  (good)  work. 

They  have  obtained  a  dwelling  in  their  own  house8  and  remain  in  the  true  palace. 

0  Nanak !  devotees  are  always  happy,  they  are  always  in  love  with  the  true  name. 

Sir)  Rag ;  mahala  V. 
I.     XXVI. 
(1).  Whom  a  very  great  difficulty  befalls,  to  him  none  gives  an  entrance. 
If  his  enemies  are  lying  in  wait  for  him,  even  his  relatives  keep  aloof  from  him. 
Every  asylum  is  broken  down,  every  protector  fails. 
(But)  if  he  remember  the  Supreme  Brahm,  no  hot  wind  will  touch  him. 

Pause. 
The  Lord  is  the  strength  of  the  weak. 
He  neither  comes  nor  goes,  he  is  always  firm ;  from  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  True  one  is  known. 

1  No  subject  whatever  is  pointed  out,  it  can  only  be  guessed  at. 

2  The  sense  is :  they  do  not  seek  the  Supreme  outside,  but  they  find  him  in  their  own  heart,  which  is  his 
palace,  where  he  dwells. 
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(2).  If  one  be  weak,  naked,  in  the  pain  of  hunger. 

If  no  money  fall  into  his  lap,  if  no  one  encourage  him. 

If  no  one  do  his  aim  and  object,1  inhere  be  no  business  whatever  (for  him). 

If  he  remember  the  Supreme  Brahm,  his  satiety  will  be  immovable. 

(3).  Who  has  much  anxiety,  whose  body  much  sickness  pervades. 

Who'  is  surrounded  by  a  household  and  family,  who  has  sometimes  joy  and  sometimes  grief. 

Who  wanders  about  in  the  four  corners  of  the  earth,  who  sits  not  down  nor  sleeps  for  twenty 
minutes. 

If  he  remember  the  Supreme  Brahm,  his  body  and  soul  will  be  refreshed. 

(4).  He  may  be  subdued  by  lust,  wrath  and  spiritual  blindness;  he  may  be  a  miser,  given  to  greedi- 
ness.2 

He  may  have  committed  the  four  sins  and  crimes,3  he  may  have  perpetrated  an  atrocious  murder. 

He  may  never  have  caught  with  his  ear  any  book,  song,  poetry. 

If  he  remember  the  Supreme  Brahm,  he  is  saved  by  the  remembrance  of  a  moment. 

(5).  He  may  go  through  the  Shastras,  Smriti,  the  four  Vedas  from  memory. 

The  great  ascetic  may  practise  austerities,  the  Jog!  may  go  to  a  Tirtha. 

He  may  (practise)  twofold  more  than  the  six  duties,4  performing  worship  he  may  bathe. 

If  he  has  no  love  to  the  Supreme  Brahm,  he  will  surely  go  to  hell. 

(6).  (If  he  have)  dominion,  property,  chieftainships,  an  abundance  of  enjoyment  of  (sensual) 
pleasures. 

(If  he  have)  delightful  and  beautiful  gardens,  if  his  order  go  unflinching. 

(If  he  have)  merriments  and  shows  of  many  kinds,  if  he  have  adhered  continually  to  his  pleasure. 

If  he  has  not  remembered  the  Supreme  Brahm,  he  has  gone  into  the  womb  of  a  snake. 

(7).  He  may  be  very  rich  and  of  virtuous  conduct,  his  comeliness  and  manners  may  be  spotless. 

He  may  be  in  love  with  mother,  father,  son,  brothers,  friend. 

He  may  be  addressed  by  the  whole  quiver-bearing  army  in  homage  :  '  Sir,  Sir ! 

If  he  has  not  remembered  the  Supreme  Brahm,  he  is  seized  and  thrown  into  the  lowest  hell.8 

(8).  In  his  body  there  may  be  no  sickness  nor  any  defect,  no  pain  nor  grief  whatever. 

Death  may  not  come  into  his  mind,  day  and  night  he  may  enjoy  himself. 

He  may  have  made  all  his  own,  he  may  not  have  got  anxiety  in  his  heart. 

1  *WfiJW  and  *WT@'  are  synonymous  ;  the  latter  stands  for  *3T^  =  WfT@  (in  Prakrit  dissolved 
already  into  ^T-4||-4fi).     The  word  n^  is  also  used  in  the  same  sense  in  Sindhi. 

2  ^f3  fyiWra ;  fV*WT3  stands  here  (for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme)  for  fl|l»fTiJT>  attached  to,  given  to 
(=fi|4[),  constructed  with  the  locative  (W'fd).  as  'n  Sanskrit. 

8  The  four  sins  are  now  said  to  be :  the  killing  of  a  girl,  the  killing  of  a  cow,  the  killing  of  a  Brahman, 
and  cohabitation  with  one's  Guru's  wife.  Formerly  five  heinous  sins  were  enumerated :  (1)  killing  a  Brah- 
man, (2)  stealing  gold,  (3)  drinking  liquors  (^n^^IT^)'  (4)  intercourse  with  the  wife  of  one's  Guru,  (5)  associa- 
ting with  any  one  guilty  of  such  crimes. 

4  The  six  duties,  as  far  as  they  are  binding  on  the  Khatri,  are  mentioned  already,  p.  17,  note.  The  six 
duties  of  the  Brahman  are :  (1)  ^1VHT«T  (reading  of  the  sacred  texts),  (2)  ^TUTTTH  (teaching  the  same), 
(3)  ^ll  (sacrificing),  (4)  ^T15|«T  (procuring  or  vicariously  conducting  sacrifice),  (5)  i»T1  (almsgiving), 
(6)  TlfTRf  (accepting  donations). 

5  3cR*T  "ETC  "Sfe  must  be  thus  divided  :  3d°J*<  "^=  J^  J>£j  wearing  a  quiver,  the  other  ifa  is 
=  ^»f  to  worship,  to  do  homage,  and  is  the  participle  past  conjunctive:  having  done  homage. 

6  tOTT335  >s  originally  one  of  the  seven  divisions  of  Patala  (see  Vishnu  Purana,  p.  204) ;  but  in  the 
modern  Hindi  it  denotes  the  lowest  of  the  seven  divisions,  and  is  identical  with  ?TJR. 
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If  the  Supreme  Brahm  he  has  not  remembered,  he  falls  (has  fallen)  into  the  power  of  the  servant 
of  Tama. 

(9).  On  whom  the  Supreme  Brahm  bestows  mercy,  he  obtains  the  society  of  the  holy  ones. 

As,  as  he  (Brahm)  is  magnified,  so,  so  love  with  Hari  (is  increased). 

He  himself  is  the  Lord  of  both  boundaries,1  there  is  no  other  place. 

From  the  true  Guru,  if  he  he  pleased,  the  true  name  is  obtained,  0  Nanak  ! 

Sin  Rag ;  mahala  V. 

Ghar  V. 
II.     XXVII. 

Pause. 
I  do  not  know  what  things  please  (him). 

0  heart,  seek  the  way  ! 

(1).  He  who  is  given  to  meditation,  makes  meditation ; 

He  who  has  divine  knowledge,  acquires  divine  knowledge. 

By  whom  is  the  Lord  known  ? 

(2).  The  BhagautI2  remains  in  his  practice. 

The  Jogi  says  :  (I  am)  emancipated. 

The  ascetic  is  absorbed  in  his  austerity. 

(3).  The  silent  devotee  keeps  silence,  the  Sanyasi  is  given  to  chastity. 

The  stoic  is  absorbed  in  indifference  (to  the  world). 

The  devotee  bows  down  in  (different)  manners. 

The  Pandit  reads  with  a  loud  voice  the  Veda. 

The  householder  is  fulfilling  his  duties  in  his  household. 

(4).  The  Ik-sabdi  and  Avadhut  is  (given)  to  mimicry. 

The  Kapari  is  given  to  show  (sport). 

Some  bathe  at  a  Tirtha.3 

(5).  (Some)  who  go  without  food  and  are  fasting,  are  touchable  {i.e.  mingling  with  people). 

Some  hide  themselves  and  do  not  give  au  interview. 

Some  are  wise  in  their  own  mind. 

(6).  No  one  says :  he  is  wanting.4 

All  say  :  he  is  obtained  (by  me). 

Whom  he  (Hari)  unites  (with  himself),  he  is  a  devotee. 

(7).  Giving  up  all  contrivances  and  shifts : 

1  will  fall  on  the  asylum  (of  the  Guru). 
Nanak  flees  to  the  foot  of  the  Guru. 


1  ^\JT  f*rfcf*Ht  tfW,  the  Lord  of  both  ends  or  boundaries,  i.e.  of  this  and  that  world,  or  of  the  whole 
universe. 

2  The  BhagautI  is  a  faqlr,  who  imitates  the  dress,  dance,  etc.,  of  Krishna;  y\i\ J],  given  to  the  practice, 
performance  (of  the  {\i\,  etc.). 

3  The  Ik-sabdi  is  the  same  as  the  Alokh-nami,  who  only  uses  the  word  Alakh  (Brahma).  The  Avadhut 
is  a  naked  faqir ;  both  are  said  to  be  given  to  mimicry.  The  Kapari  is  a  faqlr  who  makes  pilgrimage  to 
Hinglaj ;  they  carry  a  red  flag,  sell  rosaries,  etc.,  and  also  give  public  shows  (ST#37  =  «RT?!=fi).  'tMJIjM" 
Sansk.  o||girt>  wakeful,  attentive  to,  given  to. 

4  Hjifi,  he  (i.e.  God)  is  wanting,  or  not  found. 
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Om  !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

SIEI  RAG;  mahala  I.1 

Ghar  III. 

I. 

(1).  Amongst  Jogis  thou  art  a  JogI,  amongst  sensual  men  thou  art  sensual. 
Thy  end  cannot  be  obtained ;  in  heaven,  on  earth,  in  the  nether  region  art  thou ! 

Pause. 

I  devote  myself,  I  devote  myself,  I  am  a  sacrifice  to  thy  name. 

(2).  Thou  hast  created  the  world,  thou  hast  put  the  created  beings  into  (their)  occupation.2 
Thou  seest  thy  own  work,  by  the  omnipotence  thou  lettest  fall  the  dice.3 
(3).  Thou  art  manifest  and  known  in,  the  world  (the  expansion). 
The  whole  (world)  longs  for  (thy)  name. 

Without  the  true  Guru  (thou  art)  not  obtained,  the  whole  (world)  is  in  the  net  of  the  illusive  Maya, 
0  Lord! 

(4).  One  should  offer  himself  a  sacrifice  to  the  true  Guru ! 
By  meeting  with  whom  perfect  salvation  is  obtained. 

"What  the  Gods,  Naras,  the  Munis  are  longing  for,  that  is  taught  by  the  true  Guru,  Sir  !* 
(5).  Now  is  the  society  of  the  good  known  : 
Where  the  One  name  is  praised. 

The  One  name  is  the  commandment  (of  God),  0  Nanak !  by  the  true  Guru  it  is  taught,  Sir ! 
(6).  This  world  is  led  astray  in  error. 
By  thyself  it  is  ruined. 

Anguish  has  seized  those  ill-fated  women,  whose  lot  thou  art  not,  0  Lord ! 
(7).  What  are  the  signs  of  the  ill-fated  women  ? 

Having  strayed  away  from  their  husband,  they  wander  about  wretched. 

Dirty  are  the  clothes  of  those  fascinating  women,  in  pain  the  night  is  passed  (by  them),  0  Lord ! 
(8).  What  work  is  done  by  the  lucky  women  ? 
They  have  obtained  the  fruit  decreed  for  them  before. 

Casting  upon  them  thy  own  favourable  look,  thou  thyself  unitest  them  (with  thyself),  0  Lord ! 
(9).  Whom  (thou  hast)  caused  to  obey  (thy)  order : 
Within  them  (thou  hast)  planted  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Those  lucky  women  are  (thy)  intimate  friends,  who  have  love  with  (thee)  the  husband,  0  Lord ! 
'    (10).  Who  are  pleased  with  the  divine  decree :  from  their  heart  error  is  removed. 

0  Nanak,  such  a  one  is  known  as  the  true  Guru,  who  unites  every  one,  Sir ! 

(11).  By  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  those  have  obtained  the  fruit  (of  their  former  good  actions): 
Who  have  cleared  away  from  within  egotism  (individuality). 

1  In  the  best  MSS.  of  the  Granth  the  following  two  pieces  are  numbered  by  themselves,  and  not  among  the 
Astpadis,  to  which  they  do  not  belong.  No  title  is  given  to  either  piece ;  we  head  them  therefore  by  the  first  words. 

2  fjT%  =  fjTcJ%>  tne  created  beings;  "qi}  f^fcl  WlGcM,  to  put  into  (upon)  their  occupation,  to  assign 
to  every  created  being  its  peculiar  work. 

3  \nJTT  ^>IW«AT»  to  let  fall  or  pour  out  the  dice,  i.e.  to  assign  the  lot  to  every  creature. 

4  ift©  may  be  trahslated  by  "  Lord  "  or  "  Sir"  (or  brother).    In  the  following  verses  tflQ  is  partly  applied 
to  God,  partly  redundant  (applied  to  a  brother  =  =rTCjt). 
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The  pain  of  (their)  foolishness '  is  cut  off,  destiny  has  come  and  settled  on  their  forehead,  Sir ! 
(12).  Thy  words  are  nectar. 

In  the  heart  of  (thy)  devotees  they  are  deeply  fixed. 

By  keeping  up  worship  in  the  heart,  comfort  (is  obtained);3  (on  whom)  thou  bestowest  a  favourable 
look,  (him)  thou  savest,  0  Lord ! 

(13).  The  true  Guru,  being  met  with,  is  known. 

By  the  meeting  with  whom  the  name  is  praised. 

Without  the  true  Guru  it  is  not  obtained ;  the  whole  (world),  doing  (religious)  works,  has  become 
tired,3  0  Lord ! 

(14).  I  have  devoted  myself  to  the  true  Guru. 

Who  has  put  me,  who  was  led  astray  by  error,  into  the  (right)  way. 

If  he  bestows  his  own  favourable  look,  he  himself  unites  (with  himself),  Sir ! 

(15).  Thou  art  contained  in  all. 

By  that  creator  his  own  self  is  hidden. 

0  Nanak,  he  has  become  manifest  to  that  disciple,  to  whom  the  creator  has  communicated  his 
light,  Sir! 

(16).  By  the  Lord  himself  he  is  cherished. 

Who  has  given  and  made  soul  and  body. 

He  preserves  the  honour  of  his  own  servant,  putting  both  hands  on  his  forehead,  Sir ! 

(17).  All  abstinences  and  cunnings  have  come  to  an  end. 

My  Lord  knows  everything. 

His  glory  is  laid  out  manifest,  all  the  world  cries :  victory !  Sir  ! 

(18).  My  virtues  (and)  vices  he  has  not  taken  into  account. 

The  Lord  has  remembered  his  practice.4 

Taking  me  to  his  neck  he  has  preserved  (me),  no  hot  wind  touches  (me),  Sir ! 

(19).  In  my  heart  and  body  the  Lord  is  meditated  upon. 

The  fruit  desired  by  my  heart  I  have  obtained. 

Thou  art  Lord  above  a  king  and  emperor,  Nanak  lives  reciting  silently  (thy)  name,  0  Lord  ! 

(20).  Thou  thyself  hast  created  thyself. 

Thou  hast  made  another  sport  (=  the  world)  and  shown  it. 

In  all  is  the  perfectly  True  one ;  whom  he  pleases,  him  he  lets  know  (the  truth),  Sir ! 

(21).  (Where)  he  is  obtained  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 

There  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  is  brought  to  an  end. 

He  himself,  out  of  his  own  mercy,  absorbs  (with  himself),  Sir ! 

(22).  (Thou  art)  the  Gopls,  the  river,  the  cowherd. 

Thou  thyself  hast  removed  the  kine. 

By  (thy)  order  the  vessels  are  made,  thou  thyself  having  broken  (them)  makest  (them  again),5 
OLord! 

(23).  Who  have  fixed  their  mind  on  the  true  Guru. 

1  The  -td^fj.  or  foolishness,  consists  in  considering  oneself  different  from  the  Supreme. 

3  The  words  *TT*  ^T  >lfeflj  7M  must  be  thus  constructed :  $^T  «tef3  3ffef*ft  *Tfcf  (ife\  ft). 

3  Has  become  tired,  knocked  up.    The  sense  is :  all  their  (religious)  works  have  been  of  no'use,  the  name 
was  not  obtained  by  their  works. 

4  The  sense  is :  the  Lord  has  remembered  that  it  is  his  practice  ever  to  forgive. 

5  »HTM  a\7i  f^TT3  iTT@  may  also  be  translated :  thou  thyself,  having  prepared  (or  adorned  them), 
breakest  (them). 
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They  have  brought  duality  to  an  end. 

A  pure  light  is  in  those  men,  they  are  gone,  having  adorned  their  human  birth,  Sir ! 

(24.)  (Thou  art)  always,  always  (doing)  good  works. 

I  (am  saying)  (thy)  praises  night  and  day. 

(Thou  art)  giving  gifts  without  being  asked ;  Nanak  sayM  remember  the  True  one,  Sir  ! 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 

I. 

Pause. 

Having  fallen  at  his  feet  I  will  conciliate  him,  Sir  ! 

By  the  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  (I  am)  united,  like  him  there  is  none  other,  Sir ! 
(1).  The  Lord1  (is)  my  dear  friend. 
(He  is)  sweeter  (to  me)  than  mother  and  father. 

(Sweeter  than)  sister,  brother  and  all  friends ;  like  thee  there  is  none  other,  0  Lord ! 
(2).  By  thy  order  Savan 2  has  come. 
I  have  applied  the  plough  of  truth. 

I  commenced  to  sow  the  name  in  hope;  0  Hari,  having  made  it  grow,  bestow  heaps  of  corn, 
OLord! 

(3).  I,  having  met  with  the  Guru,  know  the  One. 

I  do  not  know  any  other  word  in  my  mind. 

By  Hari  I  was  put  into  one  work ;  as  it  pleases  (thee),  so  accomplish  it,  0-  Lord ! 

(4).  0  brethren,  enjoy  yourselves  and  eat ! 

I  have  been  invested  by  the  Guru  in  the  court  with  the  mantle. 

I  have  become  the  master  of  the  village ;  the  five  partners  were  brought  bound,  Sirs  !3 

(5).  I  have  come  to  thy  protection. 

The  five  are  the  labourers  of  my  fields. 

No  one  lifts  up  his  shoulder  and  is  remiss,  0  Nanak !  by  hard  labour  the  village  is  cultivated,  Sir ! 

(6).  I  sacrifice  and  devote  myself  (to  thee). 

Continually  I  am  meditating  on  thee. 

The  desolate  heap  of  ruins  is  built  up,  I  am  a  sacrifice  to  thee,  0  Lord ! 

(7).  I  am  always  meditating  on  the  beloved  Hari. 

I  obtain  the  fruit,  I  desire  in  my  heart. 

All  my  works  are  adjusted  by  him,  the  hunger  of  my  heart  is  taken  away  by  him,  Sir ! 

(8).  All  (worldly)  occupation  is  given  up  by  me. 

I  serve  the  true  Lord. 

The  name  of  Hari,  the  receptacle  of  the  nine  treasures,  I  have  taken  and  bound  in  my  lap,  Sir ! 

(9).  I  have  obtained  the  comfort  of  comforts. 

The  Guru  has  fixed  the  word  in  my  heart. 

1  jfanTlt  (=sftt3Tlft)»  an  epithet  of  Krishna,  the  Lord  of  cows.  Arjun  was  a  great  worshipper  of 
Krishna :  he  was  his  ^[TI^  (the  God  whom  he  had  specially  chosen  for  his  worship)  ;  his  tomb  at  Lahore  is 
still  covered  with  paintings  exhibiting  the  feats  of  Krishna. 

2  Savan  =  July-August  (the  rainy  month  in  the  Panjab). 

3  The  master  of  the  village,  the  master  of  the  heart.    The  five  partners  are  explained  by:  STW,  ^T» 

&3,  ^u,  nrfcrre- 
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By  the  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  it  was  shown  (to  me),  having  put  his  hand  on  my  fore- 
head, Sir! 

(10).  I  have  built  a  true  Dharmsala. 

I  obtain  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  having  searched  (for  it). 

I  wash  the  feet  (of  the  Guru),  I  swing  the  Pankha,  bowing  and  bowing  to  him  I  cling  to  his 

feet,  Sir ! 

(11).  Having  heard  (his)  words  (I)  came  to  the  Guru. 

The  name,  alms-giving,  bathing  was  enjoined  (by  the  Guru). 

The  whole  world  was  saved,  0  Nanak,  having  ascended  the  true  boat,  Sir ! 

(12).  The  whole  creation  serves  (him)  day  and  night,  Sir! 

Give  ear  and  hear  my  supplication,1  Sir ! 

I  have  seen  and  accurately  examined  all :  he  himself,  being  pleased,  has  released  (saved)  it  (the 
creation),  Sir! 

(13).  Now  the  order  of  the  kind  (Hari)  has  been  given. 

No  one  is  troubling  the  other. 

All  (the  world)  has  settled  in  happiness,  this  rule  of  mildness  has  set  in,  Sir  ! 

(14).  Softly  and  lightly  nectar  is  raining. 

I  speak,  what  I  am  caused  to  speak  by  the  Lord. 

I  have  put  much  trust  in  thee,  thou  thyself  wilt  accept  me,  0  Lord ! 

(15).  The  hunger  of  thy  devotees  is  always  thy  own. 

0  Hari,  (thou  art)  fulfilling  my  desires ! 

Give  me  a  sight  of  thee,  0  giver  of  comfort,  take  and  put  me  to  thy  neck,  0  Lord ! 

(16).  Like  thee  none  other  is  found. 

Thou  art  in  the  earth,  the  heavens  and  in  the  nether  regions. 

Thou  art  contained  in  every  place ;  Nanak  (says) ;  thou  art  the  true  support  of  (thy)  devotees, 
0  Lord ! 

(17).  I  am  the  brave  combatant  of  the  Lord. 

Having  met  with  the  Guru  the  back-part  of  my  turban  stands  high  up. 

All  the  (world)  has  been  assembled  for  the  wrestling ;  God  himself,  being  seated,  looks  on,  Sir ! 

(18).  The  mouths  of  the  drums  and  kettledrums  sound. 

The  wrestlers  have  descended  and  take  their  rounds. 

Five  young  men  were  killed  (by  me) ;  the  Guru,  rejoicing,  tapped  me,  Sir ! 

(19).  All  have  come  together. 

They  will  go  home,  having  changed  the  road.2 

The  disciples  are  gone,  having  got  the  advantage,  the  fleshly-minded  are  gone,  having  lost  their 
capital,  Sir ! 

(20).  Thou  art  without  colours  and  signs. 

Thou,  0  Hari,  art  seen  present  and  manifest. 

Having  heard,  having  heard,  they  are  meditating  on  thee  ;  thy  devotees  are  attached  to  thee,  0  ocean 
of  qualities ! 

(21).  I  am  constantly  the  servant  of  the  Deity. 

The  Guru  has  cut  my  rope. 

1  shall  not  again  dance  in  wrestling.     Nanak  has  sought  and  found  the  fit  time,  Sir ! 


1  i.e.  my  word. 
^TZ  ?4llii*Hl  =  «cT£  tc^TTE >  final  <*  is  an  alliteration,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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Ora  !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

^glRI  RAG;  PAHARE.1 
Mahals,  I. 
Ghar  I. 


(1).  In  the  first  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  he  (=  man)  has  fallen  into  the  womb8 
by  order  (of  God). 

He  performs  within  austerity,  the  face  being  turned  upwards,  0  friend  merchant,  and  supplication 
to  the  Lord. 

He  makes  supplication  to  the  Lord,  being  given  to  meditation  and  devout  absorption,  the  face 
being  directed  upwards.  " 

"Without  decency  (=  naked)  he  has  come  into  the  Kali-yug,  and  will  go  again  naked. 

As  the  pen  (of  God)  has  flown  (=  written)  on  the  forehead,  such  (a  lot)  the  creatures  will  obtain. 

Nanak  says :  in  the  first  watch  man  has  fallen  into  the  womb.3 

(2)  In  the  second  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  meditation  has  been'  forgotten. 

Prom  hand  to  hand  he  is  fondly  passed,4  0  friend  merchant,  as  Kan  (=  Krishna)  in  the  house 
of  Jasuda.5 

The  child  is  fondly  passed  (danced)  from  hand  to  hand,  the  mother  says : 

My  son  !  know,  0  my  thoughtless  foolish  heart,  at  the  end  nothing  will  be  thine. 

Thou  doest  not  know  him, -by  whom  creation  was  made;  form  (=  conceive)  in  thy  mind  divine 
knowledge ! 

Nanak  says :  in  the  second  watch  meditation  is  forgotten  by  man. 

(3).  In  the  third  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  his  mind  is  intent  on  wealth  and  youth. 

He  does  not  remember  the  name  of  Hari,  0  friend  merchant,  by  which  the  bound  one  is  released. 

Man  does  not  remember  the  name  of  Hari,  he  is  confused  and  (engaged)  with  the  Maya. 

He  is  enamoured  of  property,  drunk  by  youth,  uselessly  his  human  birth  is  lost. 

He  has  not  carried  on  traffic  with  religion,  he  has  done  no  (good)  works,  0  friend ! 

Nanak  says :  in  the  third  watch  the  thought  of  man  (is  directed)  towards  wealth  and  youth. 

(4).  In  the  fourth  watch. of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  the  reaper  has  come  (and  reaped) 
the  field. 

"When  he  is  seized  and  marched  off  by  Yama,  no  one  has  undergone  a  change  of  mind.6 

No  one  has  undergone  a  change  of  mind,  when  he  is  seized  and  marched  off  by  Tama. 

A  false  weeping  is  made  round  about  him,  in  a  moment  he  has  become  a  stranger. 

That  thing  he  has  obtained,  on  which  he  had  bestowed  his  affection. 
Nanak  says  :  in  the  fourth  watch  the  field  of  man  is  reaped  by  the  reaper. 

1  The  following  pieces  bear  the  superscription  "pahare,"  watches,  for  reasons  apparent  from  the  con- 
tents. These  verses  are  addressed  to  a  vanjara  mitr,  which  the  Sikhs  take  for  a  proper  name,  but  it  is  perhaps 
more  simple  to  take  it  for  an  appellative. 

2  Jld^lfa.  Loc.  of  JlddlT  =  *P$T5[^»  uterus. 

3  The  Hindus  fancy  that  the  foetus  in  the  womb  is  meditating  on  Brahm. 

4  Literally :  he  is  caused  to  dance. 

5  "H *!■£!  j  the  wl^e  °f  Nanda,  in  whose  house  Krishna  was  brought  up. 

6  ^3  =  ^7,  a  changed  state,  change  of  mind ;  man  dies  as  he  lived. 


104  SIRI  RAG,  MAH.  f.,  PAHARE  II. 

Sirl  Rag  ;  mahalu  I. 
II. 
(1).  In  the  first  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  the  child  is  of  a  thoughtless  mind. 
It  drinks  milk,  it  is  caused  to  play,  0  friend  merchant,  mother  and   father  are  in   love  with 

their  son. 

Mother  and  father  have  great  love  to  their  son,  all  are  under  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya. 

By  copulation1  (of  the  parents)  he  came  (into  the  world),  he  has  earned  his  deeds,  he  does  the  work, 

which  he  has  to  do. 

"Without  the  name  of  Earn  final  emancipation  is  not  obtained,  he  is  drowned  in  the  love  of  duality. 

Nanak  says :  man  will  he  released  (=saved)  in  the  first  watch  by  keeping  Hari  in  his  mind. 

(2).  In  the  second  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  (his)  mind  is  filled  with  full  youth.8 

Day  and  night  he  is  given  to  lust,  0  friend  merchant,  the  blind  one  has  not  the  name  in  his  mind. 

The  name  of  Earn  is  not  in  his  heart,  he  considers  other  (things)  as  sweet  pleasures. 

("Who  have)  no  divine  knowledge,  no  meditation,  virtue  nor  continence ;  they  are  false  and,  being 
born,  they  will  die  (again). 

Not  by  a  Tirtha,  nor  fasting,  nor  purity  and  abstinence,  nor  good  works,  religious  practices  and 
worship.3 

0  Nanak,   by  love  and  devotion  salvation  (is  obtained),  by  another  (work)  duality  is  diffused 

(in  the  mind).4 

(3).  In  the  third  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  the  geese  have  come  and  alighted  on 
the  pond.5 

Youth  decreases,  old  age  gets  the  upper  hand,  0  friend  merchant,  life  diminishes,  the  days  go. 

At  the  end  thou  wilt  repent,  0  blind  one,  when  thou  art  seized  and  carried  off  by  Yama. 

Thou  hast  made  all  thy  own,  in  a  moment  it  has  become  the  property  of  another. 

"Wisdom  is  abandoned  (by  thee),  cunning  is  gone,  having  practised  vices  thou  wilt  repent. 

Nanak  says :  0  man,  in  the  third  watch  remember  the  Lord,  directing  (thy)  thoughts  (on  him) ! 

(4).  In  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  he  (man)  has  become  old,  (his)  body 
emaciated. 

Blind  in  his  eyes  he  does  not  see,  0  friend  merchant,  with  his  ears  he  does  not  hear  a  word. 

He  is  blind  in  his  eyes,  his  tongue  has  no  taste,  his  power  and  strength  have  come  to  a  stand-still. 

There  are  no  virtues  in  him,  how  should  he  obtain  comfort,  the  fleshly-minded  one  is  coming  and  going. 

The  straw  has  ripened,  being  emaciated  it  breaks  and  is  destroyed ;  having  come  he  goes,  what  is 
his  trust? 

Nanak  says :  0  man,  in  the  fourth  watch  become  acquainted  with  the  word  proceeding  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Guru ! 

(5).  The  end  of  those  breaths  has  come,  0  friend  merchant,  a  burning  fever  is  on  the  shoulder. 

Not  a  bit  of  virtue  is  contained  (in  them),  having  collected  vices  they  will  take  them  (with 
themselves). 

1  But  4?-hQt  may  also  be  translated  by :  "  destiny,"  "  fate." 

2  5)  is  here  adjective  (Sansk.  *T£T,  replete,  full  of) ;  his  mind  is  filled  (= intoxicated)  with  full  youth. 

3  Supply:  salvation  h  obtained.  There  is  no  verb  nor  subject  in  these  verses,  and  the  translation  can 
only  be  made  according  to  conjecture,  as  not  even  any  case-relation  is  pointed  out. 

4  The  words  <(t(Ml  f%WT^  ^tTT  might  also  be  translated :  the  other  (he  who  is  given  to  the  practices) 
duality  permeates. 

5  The  sense  of  this  allusion  is :  the  hairs  of  men  have  become  white,  the  geese  being  white.  JfiJ,  pond, 
lake  =  body. 
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•  He  who  goes  having  collected  virtues  will  not  be  struck  in  the  face,  he  will  not  be  born  (and) 
die  (again). 

Tama  with  the  net  of  death  will  not  be  able  to  overpower  him ;  by  love,  devotion  and  fear  (of  God) 
he  is  saved. 

"With  honour  he  goes  (to  the  threshold  of  Hari),  he  is  easily  absorbed,  all  pains  he  removes. 

!Nanak  says :  a  man  (who  has  become)  a  disciple,  will  be  emancipated,  from  the  True  one  he  will 
receive  honour.    • 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  IV.1 
I.     III. 

(1).  In  the  first  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  he  (man)  is  placed  in  the  belly  by  Hari. 

He  meditates  on  Hari,  he  utters  Hari,  0  friend  merchant,  he  remembers  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 

He  silently  mutters  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  he  adores  (him),  muttering  in  the  fire  (of  the  womb) 
Hari,  he  lives. 

He  is  born  into  the  world,  he  is  applied  to  the  mouth  {i.e.  kissed),  father  and  mother  have  become 
happy. 

Think, of  him,  0  man,  whose  property  thou  art,  reflecting  in  thy  heart  on  the  word  proceeding  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Guru. 

Nahak  says :  in  the  first  watch  man  silently  mutters  Hari,  (who)  bestows  mercy  (on  him). 

(2).  In  the  second  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  (his)  mind  is  bent  on  duality. 

Mother  and  father,  pressing  him  to  their  cheek,  nourish  him,  0  friend  merchant,  saying:  mine, 
mine  (thou  art). 

Mother  and  father  always  press  him  to  their  cheek,  they  think  in  their  heart : 

Having  got  (from  us  food)  he  will  (again)  feed  (us). 

Him,  who  gives,  he  does  not  know,  the  fool  clings  to  the  gift. 

Some  one,  who  becomes  a  disciple,  reflects,  he  reflects  in  his  mind  on  Hari,  directing  his  thoughts 
on  him. 

Nanak  says :  in  the  second  watch,  0  man,  this  one  death  will  never  devour. 

(3).  In  the  third  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  his  mind  is  occupied  with  care  and  trouble. 

Of  wealth  he  thinks,  wealth  he  collects,  0  friend  merchant,  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  he  does  not 
remember. 

The  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  Hari  he  does  never  remember,  who  at  the  end  becomes  a  companion. 

This  wealth  and  prosperity  is  a  false  illusion,  having  given  it  up  at  the  end  and  having  gone, 
he  repents. 

"Whom  the  Guru  in  mercy  unites  (with  Hari),  he  remembers  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 

Nanak  says :  in  the  third  watch,  0  man,  that  one,  having  gone,  is  united  with  Hari. 

(4).  In  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  Hari  has  brought  on  the  time  of 
departure. 

Serve  with  (thy)  hand  the  perfect  true  Guru,  0  friend  merchant,  all  the'  night  is  gone  and 
passed. 

Serve  Hari, — not  a  moment  make  any  delay, — whereby  thou  wilt  for  ever  become  firm  (not  subject 
to  transmigration). 

In  union  with  Hari  thou  wilt  ever  enjoy  pleasures,  the  pain  of  birth  and  death  thou  wilt  remove. 

1  The  following  Gurus  had  apparently  the  writings  of  Nanak  before  them  ;  hence  these  imitations,  which 
usually  add  very  few  ideas. 

14 
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Do  not  make  in  thy  thought  a  difference  between  the  Guru  (and)  the  true  Guru,  the  Lord,  meeting 
with  whom  {i.e.  the  Guru)  the  worship  of  Hari  becomes  pleasant. 

Nanak  says :  0  man,  in  the  fourth  watch  the  night  of  the  devotees  is  fruitful. 

Siri  Rag  ;  mahala  V. 
I.     IV. 

(1).  In  the  first  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  he  (Hari)  puts  (him)  into  the  belly.1 

In  ten  months  he  is  made  a  man,  0  friend  merchant,  after  some  delay  he  earns  (his  former)  works. 

The  time  is  passed,  the  (former)  works  are  earned,  as  it  is  originally  written,  so  he  has  received. 

Mother,  father,  brother,  son,  wife — amongst  them  he  is  placed  by  the  Lord. 

He  himself  {i.e.  the  Lord)  causes  him  to  do  bad  and  good  works,  in  the  power  of  this  creature  is 
nothing. 

Nanak  says  :  in  the  first  watch  man  is  put  into  the  womb. 

(2).  In  the  second  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  he  gives  way  to  the  freaks  of  full  youth. 

Bad  and  good  he  does  not  know,  0  friend  merchant,  bis  mind  is  intoxicated  with  egotism. 

Bad  and  good  thou  doest  not  know,  0  man,  the  journey  further  on  (to  the  other  world)  is  difficult! 

The  perfect  true  Guru  was  never  served  (by  thee),  on  (thy)  head  the  executioners  of  Tama  are 
standing. 

When  Dharm-Rae  ( =  Tama)  will  seize  (thee),  what  answer  wilt  thou  make,  0  fool  ? 

Nanak  says :  in  the  second  watch  man  gives  way  to  the  freaks  of  full  youth. 

(3).  In  the  third  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  he  collects  poison  and  blind  ignorance. 

He  clings  to  son  and  wife  in  infatuation,  0  friend  merchant,  within  he  is  tossed  about  by  emotions. 

Man  is  tossed  about  within  by  emotions  (desires),  that  Lord  does  not  come  into  his  mind. 

"With  the  assembly  of  the  holy  ones  he  has  not  associated,  in  many  wombs  he  will  (therefore) 
suffer  pain. 

The  creator  is  forgotten  (by  him),  not  a  moment  he  has  meditated  on  the  Lord. 

Nanak  says  :  in  the  third  watch  (of  the  night)  poison  and  blind  ignorance  he  collects. 

(4).  In  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night,  0  friend  merchant,  that  day  has  come  near. 

Remember  thou,  0  friend  merchant,  the  name  communicated  by  the  Guru,  it  will  be  thy  companion 
to  the  court  (of  Hari) ! 

Remember  the  name  given  by  the  Guru,  0  man,  at  the  end  it  will  be  thy  companion ! 

This  is  an  illusion,  the  Maya  will  not  go  with  thee,  she  has  made  a  false  friendship  (with  thee). 

The  whole  night  is  passed ;  serve  the  true  Guru  and  the  darkness  will  become  light. 

Nanak  says  :  0  man,  in  the  fourth  watch  that  day  has  come  near ! 

(5).  The  decree  of  Govind  has  come,  0  friend  merchant,  they  have  risen  and  gone  and  their  work 
with  them. 

Not  a  bit  of  delay  they  {i.e.  the  messengers  of  Tama)  give,  0  friend  merchant,  firm  hands  are  laid 
upon  them. 

The  decree  has  come,  they  are  marched  off,  the  fleshly-minded  are  always  distressed. 

Those,  who  have  served  the  perfect,  true  Guru,  are  always  happy  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

The  body  is  the  ground  (soil)  of  works  in  (this  present)  world,  what  they  sow,  they  are  eating. 

Nanak  says :  the  devotees  obtain  honour  at  the  court  (of  Hari),  the  fleshly-minded  are  always 
wandering  about  (in  transmigration).2 


'  VTfSJ37  may  be  the  participle  present  (from  1(1  Q<M)  or  the  past  part.  =  Sansk.  TTtfflfl- 
'*  3^Tf3">  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  =  &<£^  {SQ'"^)- 
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SIRI  BAG. 

MahaU  IV. ;  Ghar  II. 

CHANT.1 

I. 

(1).  How  shall  the  ignorant  girl  see  the  sight  of  Hari  in  her  father's  house? 

If  Hari,  Hari  bestow  his  own  mercy  (upon  her),  she  learns  from  the  mouth  of  the  Guru  the  work 
of  her  father-in-law's  house. 

Of  her  father-in-law's  house  she  learns  the  work  from  the  mouth  of  the  Guru,  meditating  always  on 
Hari,  Hari. 

Amongst  her  friends  she  goes  about  happy,  at  the  threshold  of  Hari  she  swings  leisurely 
her  arm. 

The  account,  as  much  as  Dharm-Rae  (Tama)  has  to  ask  (from  her),  she  clears  away  by  muttering 
the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 

The  ignorant  girl,  (having  become)  a  disciple,  sees  the  sight  of  Hari  in  her  father's  house.2 

(2).  The  wedding  has  taken  place,  0  my  father,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  obtained. 

Ignorance  and  darkness  are  cut  off,  by  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  is  kindled  bright. 

By  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  is  kindled,  darkness  is  extinguished,  Hari,  the  choice  jewel,  is 
obtained. 

The  disease  of  egotism  is  gone,  pain  has  ceased,  self  is  consumed  by  means  of  the  instruction  of 
the  Guru. 

The  timelesB  being  is  obtained  as  husband,  the  imperishable,  who  never  dies  nor  goes. 

The  wedding  has  taken  place,  0  my  father,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Guru  Hari  has  been 
obtained.  » 

(3).  Hari  is  true,  true,  0  my  father !  having  met  with  the  people  of  Hari  the  marriage-procession 
is  beautiful. 

.     Muttering  Hari  in  her  father's  family  she  (the  girl)  is  happy,  in  her  father-in-law's  family  she  is 
quite  shining. 

In  her  father-in-law's  family  she  is  quite  shining,  who  has  remembered  the  name  in  her  father's 
family. 

The  human  birth  of  those,  whose  mind  is  turned  to  the  Guru,  is  bearing  all  fruits ;  having  won  (the 
game)  the  dice  is  thrown  down  (by  them).3 

Having  met  with  the  holy  people  of  Hari  (their)  work  is  adorned  (excellent),  the  joyful  man  is 
obtained  as  husband. 

Hari  is  true,  true,  0  my  father !  having  met  with  the  people  of  Hari  the  marriage-procession  is 
beautiful. 

(4).  The  Lord  Hari,  0  my  father,  Hari  gives  me  the  dowry-gift. 

Hari  gives  clothes,  Hari  gives  splendour,  by  which  (my)  work  is  adorned. 

By  the  worship  of  Hari,  Hari  (my)  work  is  easy,  he  caused  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru  to  give  (me) 
the  gift. 

1  W3  (=  «?*^)>  a  peculiar  kind  of  verse,  consisting  of  six  hemistichs  (occasionally  also  of  less);  five  such 
verses  form  a  whole. 

a  This  (rather  poor)  simile  is  used  very  frequently  in  the  Granth.  The  girl  is  the  disciple,  her  father's 
house  implies  this  present  world,  her  father-in-law's  house  is  the  next  world,  to  which  she  is  transferred  by 
marriage  (i.e.  death). 

3  IflTT  ■ATfWJfT)  the  dice  are  thrown  down,  in  token  that  the  game  is  over. 
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In  the  world  and  universe '  the  splendour  of  Hari  is  spread ;  this  gift,  though  coveted,2  is  not 
apportioned. 

The  other  gifts,  which  the  fleshly-minded  have  and  exhibit,  are  falsehood,  conceit,  glass  and  plaiting. 

The  Lord  Hari,  0  my  father,  Hari  gives  me  the  dowry-gift. 

(5).  Hari  is  lovely,  lovely,  0  my  father  !  having  met  with  her  beloved  the  woman  is  an  increasing 
vine. 

Hari  is  from  age  of  ages,  from  age  of  ages,  the  generation 3  of  the  Guru  is  always  going  on. 

From  age  to  age  the  generation  of  the  true  Guru  goes  on,  by  which  the  name  coming  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Guru,  is  meditated  upon, 

Hari,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  is  never  annihilated  nor  does  he  pass  away,  he  gives  continually  and 
becomes  (even)  more  abundant. 

0  Nanak,  the  saints,  the  saints  (and  Hari)  are  One ;  muttering  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  (the  girl) 
is  shining. 

Hari  is  lovely,  lovely,  0  my  father ;  being  united  with  her  beloved  the  woman  is  an  increasing  vine. 

Siri  Bag  ;  maJiala  V. 

CHANT. 

Om  !     by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     II. 

(1).  0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  remember  the  name  of  Govind  ! 
0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  Hari  goes  through  with  thee. 

Hari  is  a  companion ;  no  one,  who  meditates  on  (his)  name,  goes  uselessly.4 

The  fruits  he  desires  in  his  heart  he  obtains,  having  directed  his  mind  on  the  lotus  of  the  foot 
(of  Hari). 

In  water  and  earth  he  is  fully  diffused,  the  Banvarl 5  sees  in  everybody. 

Nanak  gives  (this)  instruction  :  0  dear  heart,  burn  (thy)  error  in  the  assembly  of  the  holy  ones ! 

(2).  0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  without  Hari  the  expansions  (  =  worlds)  are  a  falsehood. 

0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  an  ocean  of  poison  are  the  worlds. 

Make  the  lotus  of  the  foot  of  the  creator  the  boat,  and  the  pain  of  doubt  will  not  enter  (thee). 

(With  whom)  the  perfect  Guru  meets,  he  is  very  fortunate,  the  eight  watches  the  Lord  is  known 
(to  him). 

In  the  beginning,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Tug  is  the  Lord  ;  0  worshipper,  to  (his)  devotees  (his) 
name  is  a  support. 

Nanak  gives  (this)  instruction :  0  dear  heart,  without  Hari  the  expansions  are  a  falsehood. 

(3).  0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  lade  the  cheap  cargo  of  Hari  !8 

0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  knock7  at  the  immovable  door  of  Hari  [ 

1  <Sd^3  is  a  corruption  from  ^fe  (=  W^T^S).  the  egg  of  Brahma  or  universe. 

2  7i  ?&  dWlPyKT,  it  is  not  apportioned  (or  met  with),  though  caused  to  be  apportioned,  i.e.  though 
some  one  cause  it  to  be  apportioned  to  himself,  try  to  get  it. 

3  Vt^>  or  generation  of  the  Guru,  are  his  disciples. 
i.e.  Without  having  accomplished  his  purpose. 

5  tMlOdl'i  an  epithet  of  Krishna,  having  a  garland  of  wild  flowers  (Sansk.  ^SRnf%«T  ). 

6  tfV  M«tCNI»  t0  lade  a«  assortment  of  goods  and  go  about  trafficking  with  them. 

7  W5^,  lengthened  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  =^rfo. 
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He  who  serves  the  gate  of  Hari,  the  invisible  and  impenetrable,  has  obtained  an  immovable  seat. 

He  is  not  subject  to  birth  and  death,  he  is  not  coming  and  going,  the  pain  of  his  doubt  is  effaced. 

The  paper  of  Citragupt  is  torn  injpieces,  the  messengers  of  Tama  cannot  do  anything  against  him. 

Nanak  gives  (this)  instruction :  0  dear  heart,  lade  the  cheap  cargo  of  Hari ! 

(4).  0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  dwell  in  the  company  of  the  holy  ones ! 

0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  muttering  the  name  (thou  wilt  be)  conspicuous. 

Kemembering  the  Lord  (thou  art)  living  in  happiness,  all  (thy)  wish  is  fulfilled. 

By  former  works  the  husband  of  Lakshml  (=Vishnu)  is  obtained  ;  Hari  meets  with  the  long-time 
separated. 

Inside  and  outside,  everywhere  he  is  contained,  faith  springs  (therefore)  up  in  the  mind. 

Nanak  gives  (this)  instruction :  0  dear  heart,  dwell  in  the  company  of  the  holy  ones ! 

(5).  0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  by  love  and  attachment  to  Hari  the  mind  is  absorbed. 

0  dear  heart,  0  friend,  the  fish,  having  met  with  the  water  of  Hari,  lives. 

Having  drunk  Hari  they  are  satiated,  nectar  is  poured  out,  all  comforts  are  showered  down  on 
the  heart. 

The  husband  of  Lakshml  is  obtained,  songs  of  congratulation  are  sung,  (their)  desire  is  fulfilled, 
the  true  Guru  is  pleased. 

They  are  absorbed  in  (his)  skirt,  the  nine  treasures  are  obtained,  the  name  and  all  his  property 
the  Lord  has  given  them. 

Nanak  has  given  (this)  instruction  to  the  saints :  by  love  and  attachment  to  Hari  the  mind  is 
absorbed. 

SIRI  RAG  KE  CHANT;   MAHALA  V. 

Om  !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     III. 

Dalchana.1 

(1).  How  shall  I  see  in  my  heart  the  sight  of  my  beloved? 

0  Kanak,  in  the  asylum  of  the  saints  the  support  of  life  is  to  be  obtained. 

Chant. 
Love  with  the  lotus  of  the  foot  (of  Hari)  is  the  custom  of  the  saints,  he  comes  into  their  heart,  Sir  ! 
Another  love  is  perverse  impropriety,  it  is  not  pleasing  to  the  servants  (of  Hari),  Sir  ! 
It  is  not  pleasing  to  (his)  servants,  without  (his)  sight  how  should  they  have  patience  one  moment  ? 
Void  of  the  name  body  and  soul  are  decayed,  as  a  fish  dies  without  water. 

Join  me,  0  my  belo.ved,  0  support  of  my  life !  having  joined  the  saints  I  will  sing  thy  qualities ! 
0  Lord  of  Nanak,  bestow  a  favour,  that  in  heart  and  body  I  may  be  absorbed  in  (thy)  bosom ! 

Dahhana, 
(2).  He  is  shining  in  every  place,  no  other  is  seen. 
The  shutters  (of  the  tenth  gate)  are  opened  by  meeting  with  the  true  Guru,  0  Nanak ! 

Chant. 
Thy  words  are  quite  incomparable;  (thy)  word,  the  support  of  the  saints,  should  be  reflected 
upon,  Sir! 

1  affcHST  >s  a  peculiar  kind  of  verse,  consisting  of  two  hemistichs.    The  following  piece  is  a  mixture  of 
Dakhanas  and  Chants. 
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Who  remembers  (thee)  at  every  breath  and  morsel,  his  faith  (thou  art)  making  full,  how  shouldst 
thou  be  forgotten  from  (  =by)  the  mind  ? 

How  shouldst  thou  be  forgotten  from  the  mind,  (who  art)  not  removed  a  moment,  0  my  life,  the 
abode  of  qualities ! 

Thou  givest  the  fruits  the  heart  is  desiring,  0  Lord,  thou  rememberest  the  request  (desire)  of  the 
creatures. 

0  Lord  of  the  helpless,  (who  art)  with  all !  who  mutters  (thy  name),  (by  him)  his  birth  is  not  lost 
in  the  play ! 

(This  is)  the  prayer  of  Nanak  to  the  Lord:  in  mercy  make  me  cross  the  water  of  existence  !' 

Dakhana. 
(3).  (Who  is)  bathing2  in  the  dust  and  ashes  of  the  saints,  (to  him)  the  Lord  becomes  merciful. 
All  things  are  obtained  (by  him),  0  Nanak,  the  wealth  and  property  of  Hari. 

Chant. 

Beautiful  is  (thy)  house,  0  Lord,  the  rest 3  of  (thy)  devotees,  in  hope  (on  thee)  they  live,  Sir ! 

In  heart  and  body  they  are  immersed  (in  devotion),  they  are  remembering  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
the  nectar  of  Hari  they  are  drinking,  Sir ! 

The  nectar  of  Hari  they  are  drinking,  they  are  becoming  firm  for  ever,  the  water  of  sensual 
pleasures  is  considered  insipid  (by  them). 

(To  whom)  thou,  0  Gopal,  my  Lord,  hast  become  merciful,  they  have  appreciated  the  treasure  (in) 
the  society  of  the  saints. 

In  all  ways  they  have  much  comfort  and  joy,  the  jewel  of  the  beloved  Hari  they  are  sowing  up 
within  their  heart. 

The  support  of  life  is  not  forgotten  a  moment,  muttering,  muttering  (the  name)  they  live,  0 
Nanak!4 

J)akhand. 

(4).  "Whom  thou  hast  made  thy  own,  with  them  thou  art  united. 

Thou  thyself  art  in  thyself,  that  praise,  (says)  Nanak,  thou  thyself  hast  heard. 

Chant. 

Thou,  0  Govind,  applying  the  trick  of  love  and  gratifying  me,  hast  enchanted  my  heart,  Sir! 

Clinging  to  (thy)  unfathomable  neck  I  have  become  illustrious  by  the  favour  of  the  saints,  Sir ! 

Clinging  to  the  neck  of  Hari  I  have  become  illustrious,  all  vices  are  overcome,  the  characteristics 
of  devotion  have  come  into  my  power. 

On  (my)  heart  all  comforts  are  showered,  Govind  is  pleased,  all  birth  and  death  is  done  away. 

By  (my)  friends  a  song  of  congratulation  is  sung,  (my)  wish  is  accomplished,  there  is  not  again 
a  motion  of  the  Maya.5 

My  hands  are  seized,  (says)  Nanak,  by  the  beloved  Lord,  I  am  not  influenced  by  the  ocean  of  the 
world. 

1  SIcH^t.  literally :  may  be  (i.e.  Nanak)  be  caused  to  cross,  brought  over  the  waters  of  existence ! 

2  )J-riA  (44^u|«l)  must  here  be  taken  as  an  adjective. 

3  Or:  resting-place. 

4  O  Nanak  =  says  Nanak. 

1  TlfSWT  ofo'*rt  =  *TrfH»>n  TT  vim,  a  motion  of  the  Maya  (in  my  heart)  =  I  am  not  any  more 
affected  by  the  Maya.  But  there  is  another  reading,  which  better  suits  the  context,  viz. :  ^ftl»HT.  I  am  not 
again  deluded  by  the  Maya. 


SIEI  RAG,  MAH.  IV.,  VANJARA.  m 

Dakhana. 
(5).  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  priceless,  its  value  no  one  knows. 
On  whose  forehead  the  lot  is,  thos»,  (says)  Nanak,  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  Hari. 

Chant. 

Those,  who  utter  (the  name),  are  pure,  all  who  hear  it  are  happy,  by  those,  who  write  it,  their 
family  is  saved,  Sir ! 

Who  have  the  society  of  the  saints  and  love  to  the  name  of  Hari,  they  meditate  on  Brahm,  Sir ! 

Brahm  is  meditated  upon  (by  them),  their  human  birth  is  adorned  (and)  by  the  Lord  his  mercy 
is  made  full. 

The  hands  (of  those)  are  seized  (by  Hari),  who  have  praised  Hari,  they  do  not  run  into  a  womb 
nor  do  they  die. 

Those,  who  meet  with  the  true,  merciful  and  kind  Guru,  are  flourishing,  lust,  anger  and  covetous- 
ness  is  destroyed. 

The  inexpressible  Lord  cannot  be  described ;  Nanak  sacrifices  and  devotes  himself  (to  him). 

SIEI  EAG;   MAHALA  IV. 

VANJARA.1 

Om  !   The  true  name  !   By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I 

(1).  Hari,  Hari  is  the  highest  name,  by  whom  every  one  has  been  created,  Sir! 
Hari  cherishes  all  creatures,  in  everybody  he  is  contained. 
That  Hari  should  always  be  meditated  upon !  without  him  there  is  none  other. 
Those,  who  direct  their  mind  to  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya,  go  off  leaving  her  behind  and  will 
weep  in  pain. 

By  humble  !Nanak  the  name  is  meditated  upon :  Hari  will  be  a  companion  at  the  end. 


I  have  none  other  without  Hari. 

The  asylum  of  Hari,  the  Guru,  should  be  obtained,  0  friend  merchant !  by  a  great  destiny  it  is 
laid  hold  of. 

(2).  Without  the  saints,  no  one,  0  brother !  has  obtained  the  name  of  Hari. 

Those  who  practise  works  in  egotism  are  like  the  son  of  a  whore  without  a  name. 

The  lineage  of  the  father  is  then  brought  about,  if  the  Guru,  being  pleased,  bestow  his  favour. 

By  (that)  very  fortunate  one2  the  Guru  is  obtained,  who  has  put  his  love  day  and  night  on  Hari. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  Brahm  is  known  (by  him,  who)  practises  the  work  of  praising  Hari. 


In  (my)  heart  a  longing  after  Hari  has  sprung  up. 

By  the  perfect  Guru  the  name  is  made  firm,  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  the  Lord,  is  obtained  (by  me). 

(3).  As  long  as  there  is  a  breath  in  youth,  meditate  on  the  name ! 

At  the  time  of  departure  Hari  will  go  with  (thee),  Hari  will  at  the  end  release  (thee). 

1  Vanjara  is  the  name  of  a  peculiar  kind  of  verse,  very  likely  taken  from  the  circumstance  that  these 
verses  are  addressed  to  the  friend  merchant. 

2  ^33T3ft>  very  fortunate;  literally:  he  whose  destiny  is  great,  very  auspicious. 
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I  am  a  sacrifice  for  those,  into  whose  heart  Hari  has  come  and  settled  (there). 
Who  have  not  kept  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  in  their  mind,  they  are  gone  at  the  end  with  remorse. 
On  whose  forehead  it  was  written  in  the  beginning  by  Hari,  the  Lord,  (says)  humble  Nanak,  they 
meditate  on  the  name. 


0  heart,  bestow  love  on  Hari,  Hari ! 

By  the  very  fortunate  one  the  Guru  is  obtained,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  will  pass  over. 
(4).  Hari  himself  is  producing  (everything),  Hari  himself  gives  and  takes. 
Hari  himself  leads  astray  in  error,  Hari  himself  gives  wisdom. 
Those  disciples,  in  whose  heart  he  is  manifest,  are  some  rare  ones. 

1  am  a  sacrifice  for  those  who  have  obtained  Hari  from  the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

Humble  Nanak  (says):  the  lotus  (= heart)  (of  them)  is  opened,  in  whose  heart  Hari,  Hari  has 
settled. 


Mutter  in  (thy)  heart :  Hari,  Hari ! 

Flee  and  fall  on  the  asylum  of  Hari,  the  Guru,  0  beloved  !  he  takes  away  all  sins  and  pains. 
(5).  "Who  is  contained  (diffused)  in  everybody,  how  shall  he  dwell  in  the  heart,  in  what  manner 
is  he  obtained  ? 

If  the  Guru,  the  perfect,  true  Guru  be  met  with,  Hari  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart  and  mind. 
To  me  the  name  is  refuge  and  support,  from  the  name  of  Hari  (comes)  knowledge  of  salvation.1 
My  trust  is  in  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  in  the  name  of  Hari  is  my  caste-fellowship.3 
Humble  Nanak  has  meditated  on  the  name,  he  is  steeped  in  love,  in  love  and  affection  to  Hari. 


Meditate  on  Hari,  Hari  the  Lord  is  true. 

From  the  words  of  the  Guru  the  Lord  Hari  is  known,  the  whole  creation  is  from  Hari  the  Lord. 

(6).  To  whom  it  has  been  written  (=decreed)  before,  they  have  come  and  joined  the  Guru. 

In  servantship,3  0  friend  merchant,  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  the  Guru,  is  shining  forth. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  traffic  of  the  traders,  who  have  laden  the  goods  and  stock  of  Hari ! 

The  faces  of  the  disciples  are  bright  at  the  gate  (of  Hari),  having  come  they  are  placed  at  the  side 
of  Hari. 

Humble  Nanak  (says)  :  those  have  obtained  the  Guru,  with  whom  he  himself,  the  abode  of 
qualities,  has  been  pleased.4 

Pause. 
Meditate  on  Hari  at  (every)  breath  and  morsel ! 
Love  is  produced  in  the  heart  of  those  disciples,  whose  prayer  is  (for)  the  name  of  Hari. 


1  if^T  V^3,  3Tf3"  signifying  here  salvation  (final  emancipation). 

2  TTf5  Vfe.  caste-fellowship.  yff3=  TTTfe.  caste,  and  Iffe  =  patti  (from  the  Sansk.  TJflT,  row,  line, 
which  is  also  frequently  assimilated  to  \jtf3'  panti,  or,  with  elision  of  the  nasal,  to  pat,  fem.).  The  derivation 
which  Molesworth  assigns  in  his  Marathi  Dictionary  to  TJfrl  (see  under  HX?J  tn<T) is  therefore  a  mistake ;  for 
TJTrT,  falling,  is  always  masculine. 

s  *i<£at  ally,  in  servantship,  i.e.  in  the  state  of  being  a  servant  or  worshipper. 
4  3lf*1  =  3Tnj,  on  account  of  the  rhyme,  3T*J  being  masculine. 
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Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

SIEI  £AG,   VAE;    MAHALA  IV. 

With  Sidles.1 
I. 
SlOk  I. ;  mahala  III. 
Amongst  the  Eags  is  the  Sri  Eag;  if  (one)  bestow  love  on  the  True  one  : 
Hari,  the  True  one  always  dwells  in  his  heart,  whose  wisdom  is  immovable  and  boundless.2 
The  priceless  jewel  is  obtained  (by  him,  who)  reflects  on  the  word  (instruction)  of  the  Guru. 
His  tongue  is  true,  his  heart  is  true,  true  is  his  body  and  form. 
Nanak  (says) :  by  serving  the  true  Guru  there  is  always  true  traffic  (made). 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  III. 
Other  pangs  of  separation  are  all  deception,3  as  long  as  there  is  no  love  to  the  Lord. 
This  (human)  mind  is  deluded  by  the  Maya,  there  is  no  (proper)  seeing  nor  hearing. 
"Without  the  sight  of  the  husband  love  is  not  produced,  what  will  the  blind  do  ? 

0  Nanak,  by  whom  the  eyes  are  taken,  that  True  one  gives  (them  again). 

Paurl. 
Hari  alone  is  the  creator,  there  is  only,  only  the  court  of  Hari  (as  refuge). 
The  order  of  Hari  alone  is  (executed),  keep  the  One  Hari  in  thy  mind ! 
"Without  that  Hari  there  is  no  one,  who  removes  fear,  error  and  dread. 
Praise  that  Hari,  who  keeps  thee  abroad  and  at  home. 
To  whom  Hari  becomes  merciful,  he,  muttering :  Hari !  crosses  the  difficult  existence. 

II. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 
They  are  the  gifts  of  the  Lord ;  what  will  prevail  with  him  ?4 
Some,  being  awake,  do  not  obtain  them,  some,  having  fallen  asleep,  he  raises. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  I. 
Sincerity  and  contentment  is  the  viaticum  of  the  sincere  ones,  patience  that  of  the  angels. 

1  shall  obtain  a  sight  of  the  Perfect  one,  (but)  there  is  no  place  for  the  foolish. 

Paurl. 
Thou  thyself,  having  created  all  creation,  hast  put  it  into  its  (several)  work.5 
Thou  thyself,  seeing  thy  own  greatness,  art  happy. 

1  Var  is  in  the  Granth  a  peculiar  kind  of  poetical  composition,  every  piece  consisting  of  two  or  three  Sloks 
and  one  Paurl.  In  one  Var  are  often  Sloks  and  Pauri  belonging  to  different  authors,  so  that  the  whole  is  an 
eclectic,  artificial  collection. 

2  This  refers  to  Hari. 

8  VTS>  *■/-  deception,  shortened  from  \n3cT  (=  VtIcTT)  ?  But  it  seems  better  to  derive  XUS  (as  s.m.) 
from  \|[fc(rf,  running,  worldly  activity  =  JHf^f.     In  the  same  sense  xn^3"  is  also  used  in  the  Granth. 

4  faWT  B%  f3T  ?5Tf?5>  literally:  what  goes  with  him?  Who  can  say  anything  to  him,  or  compel 
him  to  give  anything  ? 

5  The  sense  is  :  thou  hast  created  every  creature  and  assigned  to  them  their  several  occupations. 
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0  Hari,  without  thee  there  is  nothing,  thou  art  the  true  Lord. 

Thou  thyself  art  existing  in  all  places. 

Meditate  on  that  Hari,  0  ye  saints,  who  gives  final  emancipation. 

III. 

SloJc  I. ;  mahala  I. 

Castes  are  (hut)  raillery  and  names  are  (but)  raillery. 

Upon  all  living  creatures  is  one  shade  (of  ignorance). 

If  one  call  himself  good  : 

0  Nanak,  it  will  then  be  known  afterwards,1  when  he  obtains  honour  in  the  account. 

Sloh  II. ;  mahala  II. 
After  death  it  is  gone  to  the  presence  of  that  beloved,  with  whom  there  was  love  (in  this  world). 
Life  in  (this)  world  is  a  misery,  after  that  (comes  the  right)  life. 

Paurl. 

By  thyself  the  earth  is  made,  moon  and  sun  are  two  lamps  (in  it). 
Fourteen  shops  *  are  made  by  thee,  (in  which)  traffic  is  carried  on.3 
To  some  Hari  gives  profit,  who  have  become  disciples. 
Those  death  does  not  enter,  who  have  drunk  the  true  nectars. 

They  are  themselves  emancipated  (from  existence)  with  their  family,  and  after  them  the  whole 
world  is  released. 

IV. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

Having  exerted  his  power  He  has  taken  a  form  of  appearance.4 

He  who  reflects  on  (that)  time,  becomes  (his)  servant. 

(His)  power  is  (visible),  (his)  value  (man)  does  not  obtain  (find  out). 

When  he  obtains  (his)  value,  it  cannot  be  told. 

(One)  may  reflect  on  the  law.6 

Without  understanding  (the  truth)  how  shall  he  cross  over? 

(Who)  practises  sincerity  and  bows  down  (to  him),  he  accomplishes  (Iu'b)  heart's  purpose. 

Wherever  I  see,  there  He  is  present. 

Sidle  II. ;  mahala  III. 

By  the  Guru's  natural  disposition  (or  favour)  the  bridegroom  is  obtained,  (who)  is  neither  near 
nor  far. 

0  Nanak,  the  true  Guru  is  then  met  with,  when  the  heart  remains  in  his  presence. 

1  \j"jj=  ^injr^>  after,  afterwards. 

2  ^T  yifd  \TZ,  fourteen  shops  =  fourteen  worlds,  seven  above  and  seven  below. 
8  Sret%  =  Sra^T.  on  account  of  the  rhyme  (;£fr%) ;  similarly  tf?t%=  sf2t*?(\ 

4  It  is  more  suitable  to  the  context  to  take  ^f?Wn  for  the  Sansk.  p.  p.  ^f%cj,  dressed  in,  having  taken  a 
form  of  appearance ;  the  subject  is  the  Supreme  (not  man). 

5  it  *?3fa{f5  (genitive  dependent  on  ijl^Td)  =  ITT  =  sji  and  TT^Uffe  =  ic-*^,  the  Muham- 
madan  law ;  in  Panjabi  1T31  is  feminine,  in  Hindustani  masc. 
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Pauri. 

In  the  seven  insular  continents,  the  seven  oceans,  the  nine  regions  (of  the  earth),  the  four  Vedas, 
the  eighteen  Puranas  :  ^ 

In  all,  thou,  0  Hari,  art  abiding,  in  all  (thy)  decree,  0  Hari,  is  (working). 
All  creatures  are  meditating  on  thee,  0  Hari,  holding  the  bow  in  hand  ! 
I  am  a  sacrifice  for  those  disciples,  who  adore  Hari. 
Thou  thyself  art  abiding  (everywhere),  doing  strange  '  wonders. 

V. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

Why  is  pen  and  inkstand  called  for  ?   Write  in  (thy)  heart ! 

If  thou  always  remainest  in  the  love  of  the  Lord;  (thy)  love  will  never  break  down. 
Pen  and  inkstand  will  pass  away,  and  what  is  written  will  pass  away  with  (them). 
0  ftanak,  that  love  to  the  bridegroom  will  not  pass  away,  which  from  the  beginning  the  True  one 
has  instilled  (into  the  heart). 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  III. 

"What  is  visible  (comes  into  sight),  does  not  go  with,  let  one  ascertain a  and  see  it. 
By  the  true  Guru  the  True  one  is  made  fast  (established  in  him,  who)  directs  his  thoughts  con- 
tinually to  the  True  one. 

0  Nanak,  from  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  the  True  one  is  (known),3  by  destiny  he  falls  into  the  lap. 

Pauri. 

Thou,  0  Hari,  alone  art  inside  and  outside,  thou  knowest  the  secret  (of  the  heart). 

"What  is  done,  that  Hari  is  knowing,  0  my  heart,  keep  Hari  in  mind ! 

He  is  afraid,  who  commits  sin,  the  righteous  one  is  happy. 

Thou  art  true,  thou  thyself  art  justice,  why  should  the  true  one  be  afraid  ?' 

0  Nanak,  those,  who  have  known  the  True  one,  are  united  with  the  True  one. 

VI. 
Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

May  the  pen  be  burnt,  the  ink  in  the  inkstands,  may  the  paper  also  be  burnt ! 

May  the  writer  be  consumed,  by  whom  other  love  (or  duality)  is  written. 

0  Nanak,  what  is  originally  written,  must  be  earned,  anything  else  cannot  be  done. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  III. 

Other  reading  is  falsehood,  other  speaking  is  falsehood,5  love  to  the  Maya,  (is  falsehood). 
0  Nanak,  without  the  name  no  one  becomes  firm,  reading  and  reading  (anything  else  but  the  name) 
he  becomes  wretched. 

1  !%«JltAI  Adj.  strange,  wonderful  (Sansk.  f^gj^ST). 

2  f^GirrfST  having  measured  it   through,  =  having  ascertained  it,- from    f~«c 6 *T! Q <AT  =  t%JHlT IT 
(Sansk.  ftOTFT)- 

3  The  words :  flTPTT  T9  v^  could  also  be  translated :  in  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  the  True  one. 
*  S^3  =  taT3  what  for  ?  why  ? 

5  The  sense  is :  reading  and  uttering  anything  but  the  name  of  Hari  is  falsehood = useless. 


116  SIRI  RAG,  VAft  VII.  VIII. 

Pauri. 

Great  is  the  greatness  of  Hari,  the  praising  of  Hari,  Hari  (is  great).' 

Great  is  the  greatness  of  Hari,  who  judges  on  religious  actions. 

Great  is  the  greatness  of  Hari,  whose  is  the  fruit  of  the  creatures.3 

Great  is  the  greatness  of  Hari,  who  does  not  hear  the  words  of  the  slanderer. 

Great  is  the  greatness  of  Hari,  who  is  giving  gifts  without  being  asked.3 

VII. 
Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

Practising  egotism  (i.e.  saying  I,  I)  the  whole  (creation  or  world)  has  died ;  with  no  one  (goes) 
his  wealth. 

By  second  love  (or  duality)  pain  is  received,  the  whole  (world)  is  overpowered  by  death. 
0  Nanak,  the  disciples  are  saved  by  remembering  the  true  name. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  I. 

In  words  we  are  good,  in  conduct  bad. 

In  the  heart  we  are  impure  and  black,  outside  we  (are)  white. 

Let  us  emulate  those,  0  sisters,  who,  standing  serve  the  gate  (of  Hari) ! 

(Who)  are  in  love  with  (their)  Lord,  they  enjoy  pleasures  in  comfort. 

"Whilst  there  is  strength  (in  us)  shall  we  remain  powerless  and  wretched  ? 

0  Nanak,  (our)  human  birth  is  successful,  if  we  join  their  company. 

Paurl. 

Thou  thyself  art  the  water,  thou  thyself  art  the  fish,  thou  thyself  art  the  net. 

Thou  thyself  art  moving  about  the  net,  thou  thyself  art  therein  the  sebal.4 

Thou  thyself  art  the  lotus  uncontaminated  in  water  a  hundred  cubits  deep.6 

Thou  thyself  art  procuring  final  emancipation,  having  sported  one  moment  (or)  twenty-five  minutes.8 

0  Hari,  without  thee  there  is  nothing ;  having  seen  (this)  from  the  word  of  the  Guru  (I  am)  happy. 

VIII. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

She  who  does  not  know  the  order  (of  Hari),  weeps  (=  will  weep)  much. 
She  who  is  alarmed  in  her  heart,  does  not  sleep. 
The  woman,  that  walks  after  the  will  of  her  Lord : 

1  It  might  also  be  translated :  Hari  is  praising  Hari,  sfJd^A  being  taken  as  a  verbal  adjective. 
1  i.e.  who  is  awarding  retribution  to  the  creatures,  according  to  their  works. 

3  Literally  :  unasked  for  is  the  gift  of  God  (read  :  ^^  SFT). 

4  5NTR5.  Sansk.  I^T^T,  name  of  an  aquatic  plant,  the  root  of  which  is  esculent.  It  is  used  as  a  bait 
for  fish,  as  it  appears. 

5  The  Sikh  Granthis  explain  +)ot)l  by  water  and  3J75T35  as  an  adjective  signifying  deep.  But  we  cannot 
detect  any  etymology  for  either  meaning.  ^oqi  is  apparently  an  adjective  signifying :  containing  a  hundred 
cubits  (TTfef) ;  3JWT35  is  very  likely  the  Sansk.  ^*Tra  water.  This  explanation  would  suit  very  well  the 
context. 

6  The  form  of  existence,  a  creature  goes  through,  before  its  absorption  into  the  Supreme  (^ToTfij),  is  called 
the  sport,  frolics  of  Hari.     Hari  has  his  sport  in  or  with  the  creature. 
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Is  called  with  honour  to  the  court  and  palace. 
0  Nanak,  by  destiny  this  wisdom  is  obtained. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  she  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

SM  II. 

0  fleshly-minded  one,  destitute  of  the  name,  be  not  led  astray,  having  seen  the  colour  of  the 
saffron-flower ! 

Its  colour  (lasts)  only  a  few  days,  its  value  is  nothing. 

The  fools  and  blockheads,  who  cling  to  another  (but  Hari),  are  consumed  and  die. 

Having  fallen  like  worms  into  ordure,  they  are  again  and  again  consumed. 

0  Manak,  those,  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  are  joyful  by  the  natural  good  disposition  of 
the  Guru. 

From  the  devotees  the  colour  does  not  go  off,  easily  they  remain  absorbed. 

Pauri. 
The  whole  creation  is  produced  by  thee,  by  thyself  the  daily  bread  is  prepared. 
Some  eat  practising  fraud  and  deceit,  falsehood  and  lies  are  emitted  from  their  mouth. 
What  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  thou  dost,  by  thyself  they  are  applied  to  that  work. 
Some  he  has  instructed '  in  truth,  to  them  he  has  given  inexhaustible  store-rooms. 
Who  eat,  thinking  of  Hari,  to  them  it  is  profitable,  the  hand  of  the  thoughtless  ( =  who  do  not 
think  of  him)  is  beaten. 

IX. 

Sloh  I. ;  mahala  III. 

Beading  and  reading  the  Pandit  explains  the  Veda,  (but)  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  lulls  him 
to  sleep. 

By  reason  of  second  love  (duality)  the  name  of  Hari  is  forgotten,  the  foolish  heart  incurs  punishment. 

He  never  thinks  of  him,  who  has  given  soul  and  body,  who  prepares  and  gives  the  daily  bread. 

The  noose  of  Tama  is  not  cut  off  (his)  neck,  again  and  again  he  comes  and  goes. 

The  blind  fleshly-minded  one  does  not  see  anything,  he  earns  what  is  written  before  (for  him). 

By  a  full  (perfect)  destiny  the  true  Guru  is  found,  the  comfort-giving  name  comes  and  dwells  in 
the  heart. 

Comfort  he  (i.e.  the  disciple)  enjoys,  comfort  he  puts  on  (as  clothes),  in  comfort,  comfort  he  passes 
his  time. 

May  not  that  name  be  forgotten  by  Nanak2  from  his  mind,  by  which  he  obtains  lustre  at  the 
true  gate ! 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  III. 
By  serving  the  true  Guru  comfort  is  obtained,  the  true  name,  the  vessel  of  (all)  qualities. 
(Who)  has  known  his  own  self  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  (to  him)  the  name  of  llama  is 
manifest. 

He  is  acquiring  the  perfectly  True  one,  greatness  is  with  the  great. 

Soul  and  body,  all  is  his ;  offer  praise  and  supplication  (to  him) ! 

Who  is  praising  him  by  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  dwells  in  full  comfort. 

1  The  subject  is  here  changed  at  once  ;  he  is  =  Hari. 

2  Nanak  might  also  be  taken  as  Vocative,  and  then  the  translation  would  be :  may  not  (by  the  disciple) 
that  name  be  forgotten,  etc. ! 
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(Though)  in  the  heart  be  silent  repetition  (of  the  Vedas,  etc.),  austerity  and  continence,  he  has  lived 
in  misery  without  the  name  (of  Hari). 

Prom  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  name  is  obtained,  the  fleshly-minded  one  is  ruined  by  spiritual 
blindness. 

As  it  pleases  thee,  so  keep  me !  Nanak  is  thy  slave. 

Paurl. 

Every  one  is  thine,  thou  art  every  one's,  thou  art  the  capital  stock  of  all. 
All  are  begging  from  thee,  continually  making  supplication. 

To  whom  thou  givest,  he  obtains  everything;  from  some  thou  art  far,  to  some  (thou  art)  near. 
Without  thee  there  is  no  place,  from  which  (anything)  might  be  asked ;  may  some  one  ascertain 
this  in  his  mind  ! 

All  are  praising  thee,  at  (thy)  gate  thou  makest  manifest  the  disciples. 

X. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala.  III. 

The  Pandit,  reading  and  reading  cries  aloud,  (but  in  him  is)  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya,  and  love 
(to  her). 

In  his  heart  he  does  not  know  Brahm,  in  his  mind  he  is  foolish  and  ignorant. 

In  duality  (other  love)  he  instructs  the  world,  he  does  not  understand  the  (right)  consideration.1 

Uselessly  his  human  birth  is  wasted,  having  died  he  is  born  again  and  again. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala,  III. 

By  whom  the  true  Guru  is  served,  by  them  the  name  is  obtained ;  (who)  reflects,  he  comprehends 
(this). 

Tranquillity  and  comfort  always  dwell  in  the  mind,  crying  and  screaming  ceases. 

(Whose)  own  self  consumes  itself,  (his)  heart  becomes  pure,  (if)  he  reflect  on  the  words  of  the  Guru. 

0  Nanak,  those  are  emancipated,  who  are  attached  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  on  account  of  (their) 
love  to  Hari. 

Paurl. 
The  service  of  Hari  is  fruitful,  the  disciple  he  ( =  Hari)  receives. 

To  whom  Hari  is  pleasing,  with  him  the  Guru  falls  in,  he  meditates  on  the  name  of  Hari. 
Prom  the  word  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  obtained,  Hari  brings  him  (=  the  disciple)  across. 
By  the  obstinacy  of  his  mind  no  one  has  obtained  him,  go  and  ask  the  Vedas ! 
0  Nanak,  he  performs  the  service  of  Hari,  whom  Hari  puts  into  (it).2 

XI. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

0  Nanak,  he  is  a  hero  and  great  warrior,  who  has  destroyed  from  within  wicked  egotism. 
The  disciple,  praising  the  name,  has  adorned  his  human  birth. 

He  himself  has  always  become  emancipated  and  all  his  family  (too)  is  saved  (by  him). 
They  obtain  honour  at  the  true  gate,  (to  whom)  the  name  is  dear. 

1  The  sense  is :  he  does  not  know  nor  comprehend  that  there  is  (properly)  no  duality. 

2  ftTT  WE  UT3  WlPy  ;  WTfg  35&  he  puts  into  it,  i.e.  the  service  ;  ?5Tfg  is  part.  p.  conj.  of  ?$|QcM- 
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The  fleshly-minded  one  dies  in  egotism,  his  death  is  spoiled.1 
In  all  his  (=  Hari's)  order  is  current,  what  -will  the  helpless  creature  do  ? 
Clinging  to  another  the  Lord  is  forgotten  (by  him)  from  his  own  self  (=  mind). 
0  Nanak,  without  the  name  all  is  pain,  comfort  is  forgotten ! 

Sloh  II. ;  mahala  III. 

(In  whom)  by  the  perfect  Guru  the  name  is  made  firm,  from  their  heart  doubt  is  removed. 

The  name  of  Rama,  the  praise  of  Hari  is  sung  (by  them),  light  is  made  and  the  road  is  shown 
(to  them). 

Having  destroyed  egotism  devout  meditation  on  the  One  has  sprung  up,  in  (their)  heart  the  name 
is  fixed. 

The  disciple  of  the  Guru  Yama  cannot  overpower,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  true  name. 

In  all  the  creator  himself  is  abiding,  who  pleases  (to  him),  he  is  put  into  (his)  name. 

If  humble  Nanak  takes  the  name,  then  he  lives,  without  the  name  he  dies  in  a  moment.' 

Pauri. 
"Who  is  admitted'  to  the  court  of  Hari,  is  admitted  to  all  courts. 
Where  he  goes,  there  he  is  honoured,  hy  seeing  his  face  every  sinner  is  saved. 
Within  him  is  the  treasure  of  the  name,  by  the  name  he  is  much  exalted.3 
The  name  should  be  worshipped,  the  name  should  be  minded,  by  the  name  all  sins  are  removed. 
By  whom  the  name  is  meditated  upon  with  one  mind  and   one  thought,  they  remain  firm  in 
the  world. 

XII. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

The  self-deity  *  is  worshipped  by  the  innate  good  disposition  of  the  Guru. 

When  the  spirit  becomes  conscious  of  the  Spirit  (within),5  then  intimacy  (intercourse)  in  the  house 
(=  body)  takes  place  (between  the  two). 

The  spirit  becomes  immovable  and  does  naturally  not  shake  by  faith  in  the  Guru. 

Without  the  Guru  composure  does  not  come,6  the  filth  of  covetousness  does  not  depart  from  within. 

In  (whose)  heart  the  name  of  Hari  dwells  one  moment,  he  bathes  at  all  the  sixty-eight  Tlrthas.1 

Filth  does  not  stick  to  the  true  one,  dirt  sticks  (to  man)  by  duality. 

(The  dirt)  though  washed  off,  does  not  go  off,  if  he  bathe  at  the  sixty- eight  Tlrthas. 

The  fleshly-minded  one  does  (religious)  works  out  of  egotism  and  earns  (from  them)  all  sorts  of 
pains. 

0  Nanak,  the  dirty  ( =  sinful)  one  becomes  then  bright,  when  he  is  absorbed  in  the  true  Guru. 

1  *4dcS  f^J|lfW*KT  his  dying  or  death  is  spoiled,  damaged ;  the  sense  is :  by  his  death  he  is  not  absorbed 
into  the  Supreme,  and  his  death  is  therefore  not  fruitful  to  him,  but  a  damage. 

2  *Tfil  ,JH'rflf*HT  on  account  of  the  rhyme  (?5Tf8WT)>  instead  of  V{f3  tTTItJ  or  TTTCt 

3  Vd^fdWT  on  account  of  the  rhyme :  Vd<d  or  V|d<gdl  (Sansk.  Tl^O  much  exalted  ;  foremost. 

4  *HT3^T  $"@>  God,  who  is  identical  with  WfTBTL  the  spirit  or  soul  of  man. 

5  The  sense  is:  when  the  spirit  gets  •  knowledge  of  the  spirit  (= the  Supreme  Spirit),  i.e.  when  man 
becomes  conscious  that  he  himself  is  the  Supreme  Spirit. 

6  +10  "H >  as  explained  on  p.  94  note  1,  composure,  ease  of  mind,  which  is  not  acquired  without  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Guru. 

7  i.e.  it  is  equal  to  bathing  at  all  the  sixty-eight  Tlrthas. 
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Slok  II. ;  mahala  III. 

If  the  fleshly-minded  men  are  admonished,  will  they  ever  take  it  to  heart  ? 

The  fleshly-minded  one  though  united  is  not  united  (with  the  Supreme),1  he  walks  as  his  lot  has  fallen. 

Contemplative  devotion  and  (worldly)  activity  are  the  two  ways  (of  men),2  according  to  the  order 
(of  Hari)  they  {i.e.  men)  do  (their)  work. 

The  disciple  destroys  his  own  mind,  applying  the  touchstone  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (to  it). 

Even  with  (his)  mind  he  has  a  quarrel,  even  with  his  mind  he  holds  a  Pancayat,  even  in  his  mind 
he  is  reconciled. 

What  his  heart  desires,  that  he  ohtains  by  his  love  to  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru). 

The  nectar  of  the  name  is  always  enjoyed  (by  him),  the  disciple  does  (good)  works. 

He  who  fights  with  others  but  his  (own)  mind,  will  go,  having  wasted  his  human  birth. 

The  fleshly-minded  one  is  defeated  by  the  obstinacy  of  his  mind,  he  works  falsehood  and  lies. 

He  who  overcomes  his  mind  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  applies  devout  meditation  on  Hari. 

0  Nanak,  the  follower  of  the  Guru  works  truth,  the  fleshly-minded  one  comes  and  goes. 

Pauri. 
Hear,  0  holy  men  of  Hari,  0  brother,  the  word  of  Hari,  the  true  Guru  ! 

On  whose  face  and  forehead  (this)  destiny  may  be  from  the  beginning,  that  man  receives  it  and 
keeps  it  in  his  heart. 

The  nectar-like  word  of  Hari  is  the  best  and  highest,  from  the  word  of  the  Guru  it  is  easily  tasted. 

By  that  light  is  made,  the  darkness  is  extinguished,  as  by  the  sun  the  night  is  dispersed.3 

The  unseen,  the  imperceptible,  the  invisible,  the  spotless  (Supreme)  is  seen  by  the  eyes  of  the  disciple. 

XIII. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

Those  who  serve  their  own  Guru,  bring  their  head  into  account.4 

Having  removed  from  within  their  own  self,  they  continually  apply  deep  meditation  on  the 
True  one. 

Who  have  not  served  the  true  Guru,  they  have  uselessly  wasted  their  human  birth. 
0  Eanak,  what  is  pleasing  to  him  {i.e.  Hari),  that  he  does,  nothing  can  be  said. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  III. 

The  (human)  mind  is  encircled  by  passions  and  does  the  work  of  (its)  passions. 

The  ignorant,  who  worship  in  second  love  (or  duality),  are  punished  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

Though  the  self-deity  be  worshipped,  without  the  true  Guru  understanding  is  not  obtained.5 

Silent  recitation,  austerity,  continence — (this)  is  the  will  of  the  true  Guru,  by  destiny  they  fall 
into  the  lap. 

0  Nanak,  (though)  they  perform  service  (to  him  and  make)  reflection — he  who  pleases  Hari,  is 
accepted. 

1  The  sense  is :  though  one  attempt  to  unite  him  with  the  Supreme,  he  is  not  united,  he  does  not 
blend  with. 

2  f&^  (=*T*0  contemplation,  meditation  (without  any  regard  to  the  prescribed  works)  and  XfY3  s.m. 
(=^rrf%rt)  busy,  stirring  or  running,  worldly,  active  life,  corresponding  to  fsj^flT  and  THprl  respectively. 

3  Qdltft  °n  account  of  the  rhyme  (^TTft)=fer3>ft 

4  S^f  MlGcM  to  bring  into  account,  i.e.  before  Hari,  to  make  worthy,  acceptable. 

5  VTfe=V§  or  V%. 
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Pawn. 
Mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  0  my  heart,  by  which  always,  day  and  night,  comfort  is  brought  about. 
Mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  Oimy  heart,  by  the  remembrance  of  which  all  sins  and  vices  go  off.1 
Mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  0  my  heart,  by  which  poverty  and  all  pain  of  hunger  cease. 
Mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  0  my  heart,  the  disciples  show  (bestow)  their  love  with  (their)  mouth. 
On  which  mouth  the  lot  is  written  from  the  beginning  by  the  true  Hari,  by  that  mouth  he  (Hari) 
causes  the  name  to  be  recited. 

XIV. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

"Who  have  not  served  the  true  Guru  nor  reflected  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 
Into  (their)  heart  divine  knowledge  has  not  come,  they  are  corpses  in  the  world. 
The  round  of  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence)  is  allotted  to  them,  they  die  and  are 
born  (again)  and  become  wretched. 

He  does  service  to  the  true  Guru,  whom  he  (Hari)  himself  causes  to  do  so. 

In  the  true  Guru  is  the  treasure  of  the  name,  by  destiny  it  is  obtained. 

Who  are  attached  to  the  true  word  of  the  Guru,  by  them  always  true  meditation  is  made. 

0  Nanak,  whom  he  unites  (with  himself),  he  is  not  separated  (again),  he  is  easily  absorbed  (in  him). 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  III. 

He  is  a  worshipper  of  Bhagavan,  who  knows  Bhagavan. 

("Who)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  knows  his  own  self. 

(Who)  restrains  (his)  running  (mind)  and  brings  (it)  into  one  house. 

(Who)  whilst  living  dies  and  praises  the  name. 

Such  a  worshipper  of  Bhagavan  will  become  very  great. 

0  Nanak,  he  is  (or  will  be)  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Slok  III. ;  mahala.  III. 

He  is  called  a  Bhagauti,  (but)  in  his  heart  is  hypocrisy. 

By  hypocrisy  he  never  obtains  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

Who  calumniates  another,  heaps  up  filth  within  (himself). 

Though  he  wash  off  the  dirt  on  the  outside,  the  defilement  of  the  mind  does  not  go  off. 

He  disputes  with  the  society  of  the  saints. 

Day  by  day  he  is  afflicted  and  absorbed  in  second  love  (= duality). 

He  does  not  remember  the  name  of  Hari,  (but)  does  much  work. 

What  is  written  before,  that  cannot  be  effaced. 

0  Nanak,  without  the  true  Guru  being  served  he  does  not  obtain  final  emancipation. 

Paurl. 
By  whom  the  true  Guru  is  meditated  upon,  they  do  not  sleep  in  distress  (fretting).8 
By  whom  the  true  Guru  is  meditated  upon,  they  are  fully  satiated. 

1  75UT33t=75U^;  similarly  the  following  35ttT  tTT3^  =  <5*ftT  tTT$>  WJ|  \3\=  WJ|  |3,  WTCt  =  WT^ 
(honorific  plural,  referred  to  Hari).  When  the  first  rhyme  (3T3^)  is  once  put  down,  the  following  final 
nouns  are  often  violently  pressed  into  it,  though  they  become  thereby  quite  disfigured  and  unintelligible. 

2  The  words  ^?fWA*)<j|vA  must  thus  be  divided  :  %  ?flr  25  H^TCft;  'H<Slvft  =  ^ftT  (rhyming 
with  the  following  JtflinTft).  they  do  not  sleep  in  distress  or  fretting ;  orfffAl,  v.n.  to  be  distressed,  to  fret, 
SindhI  gram  or  ^W .  It  would  lead  me  too  far,  to  refute  all  the  false  interpretations  of  the  Sikh  Granthis, 
which  they  put  on  this  passage. 

16 
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By  whom  the  true  Guru  is  meditated  upon,  they  are  not  afraid  of  Yam  a. 
To  whom  Hari  has  hecome  merciful,  they  fall  down  at  the  feet  of  the  true  Guru. 
•     Their  faces  are  hright  here  and  there,  dressed  (in  a  dress  of  honour)  they  go  to  the  court  of  Hari. 

XV. 
SloJc  I. ;  mahala  II. 
The  head,  that  does  not  how  down  to  the  Lord,  should  be  thrown  down. 
The  chest,  in  which  there  are  no  pangs  of  love  (to  Hari),  burn  that ! 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  V. 
From  the  beginning,  0  Nanak,  I  have  gone  astray ;  again  and  again  I  was  born  and  died. 
Mistaking  it  for  musk,  I  fell  into  a  stinking  puddle. 

Paurl. 

The  name  of  that  Hari  should  be  meditated  upon,  0  my  heart,  who  executes  his  order  above  all. 

The  name  of  that  Hari  should  be  silently  recited,  0  my  heart,  who  at  the  end-time  releases  (from 
individual  existence). 

The  name  of  that  Hari  should  be  silently  recited,  0  my  heart,  who  removes  the  thirst  of  the  heart 
and  all  hunger. 

Those  disciples  are  very  fortunate,  by  whom  the  name  is  silently  repeated ;  all  their  wicked  slanderers 
fall  down  at  their  feet. 

0  Nanak,  adore  the  name !  by  the  name  all  are  brought  before  thee  and  caused  to  bow  down  (to  thee) ! 

XVI. 

Slok  I. ;  mahald  III. 

The  ugly,  ill-tempered  (woman),  of  a  false  and  lying  heart,  makes  disguises. 

She  does  not  walk  after  the  will  of  her  husband,  the  ignorant  (woman)  commands. 

She  who  walks  after  the  will  of  the  Guru,  is  putting  a  stop  to  all  pains. 

What  is  written,  cannot  be  effaced,  what  is  written  from  the  beginning  by  the  creator. 

She  entrusts  soul  and  body  to  her  husband,  (who)  puts  her  affection  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

"Without  the  name  he  (Hari)  is  not  obtained  by  any  one,  see  and  reflect  in  (thy)  heart ! 

Nanak  (says):  She  is  beautiful  and  endowed  with  graces,  who  is  enjoyed  by  the  creator. 

Slok  II. ;  mahald  III. 

The  infatuation  of  the  Maya,  is  darkness,  neither  this  nor  that  side  of  it  (=  the  world)  is  seen. 
The  fleshly-minded  are  ignorant  and  fall  into  great  pain,  they  are  drowned,  having  forgotten  the 
name  of  Hari. 

Having  risen  early  they  do  much  work,  (but  their)  affection  is  in  duality. 

Those  who  serve  their  own  Guru,  cross  the  water  of  existence. 

0  Nanak,  the  disciples  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one,  by  keeping  the  true  name  in  their  breast. 

Paurl. 

Hari  is  omnipresent  in  water,  earth  and  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  there  is  none  other. 
Hari  himself  being  seated  administers  justice,  all  false  ones  he  beats  and  casts  out. 1 

'  ?^fJT>  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  (^fjj),  instead  of  5^. 
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To  the  true  (righteous)  he  gives  greatness  (honour),  by  Hari  equity  is  practised. 
All  praise  Hari,  by  whom  the  poor  and  helpless  are  protected. 
The  righteous  are  applauded  by  him  and  the  sinners  punished. 

XVII. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

The  self-willed,  dirty  woman  has  evil-boding  qualities  and  is  a  bad  woman. 

She  has  given  up  her  own  beloved  (=  husband)  in  her  house  and  is  in  love  with  another  man. 

Her  thirst  never  ceases,  she  cries  out  for  water. 

0  Nanak,  without  the  name  she  is  deformed  and  ugly  and  abandoned  by  (her)  husband. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  III. 

She  who  is  attached  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  is  a  happy,  married  woman  by  (her)  love  and  affec- 
tion to  the  Guru. 

Her  own  husband  she  always  delights  by  true  love  and  affection. 

She  is  a  very  beautiful,  handsome  and  graceful  woman. 

0  Nanak,  by  the  name  she  is  a  happy  married  woman  and  united  (with  himself)  by  him,  who  is 
uniting. 

Pcmrl. 

0  Hari,  all  praise  thee,  by  whom  the  ensnared  are  loosened. 

0  Hari,  all  bow  down  to  thee,  by  whom  they  are  preserved  from  sin. 

0  Hari,  thou  art  the  hope  of  the  lowly,  thou,  0  Hari,  art  stronger  than  the  strong ! 

The  proud  are  beaten  and  caused  to  bow  down  by  Hari,  the  foolish  self-willed  (men)  are  subjected 
(by  him). 

Hari  gives  greatness  to  the  devotees,  to  the  poor  and  helpless. 

XVIII. 

Slok  I. 
"Who  walks  after  the  will  of  the  true  Guru,  his  greatness  will  be  great. 
In  whose  heart  the  high  name  of  Hari  dwells,  him  nobody  can  annihilate. 
On  whom  he  bestows  his  own  mercy,  he  obtains  it  (the  name)  by  destiny.     . 
Nanak  (says)  :  the  causality  is  in  the  power  of  the  creator;  some  disciple  comprehends  (the  truth). 

Slok  II. 
0  Nanak,  by  whom  the  name  of  Hari  is  adored,  they  are  daily  (engaged)  in  a  continual  meditation 
on  Hari. 

The  Maya  is  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  (therefore)  she  does  work  before  them.8 

By  the  perfect  (every  thing)3  is  made  perfect,  by  his  order  he  is  settling  (it). 

Those  who  have  comprehended  (this)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  have  obtained  the  gate  of  salvation. 

The  fleshly-minded  do  not  know  his  order,  the  executioners  of  Tama  (therefore)  kill  (them). 

All  disciples,  who  adore  him  (Hari),  cross  the  water  of  existence,  the  world. 

All  their  vices  are  blotted  out  by  virtues,  the  Guru  himself  is  pardoning  (them). 

1  efVGfy.'— eT^O".  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

3  f3?5  Wftt  ^HI^  '$T3>  sne  (the  Maya)  does  work  (=  is  doing  service)  in  the  presence  of  the  disciples 
or  devotees ;  the  Maya  must  be  their  servant. 

3  There  is  no  hint  whatever  to  be  gathered  from  the  context  to  what  1J3T  gfg  gf3*HT  is  to  be  referred. 
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Pauri. 

Hari  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  devotees,  Hari  knows  everything. 
Like  Hari  none  is  knowing,  Hari  reflects  on  the  religious  merit  (of  men). 
"Why  should  grief  and  anxiety  be  entertained,  as  he  is  not  striking  in  injustice  ? 
True  is  the  Lord,  true  is  his  justice,  the  sinful  man  he  is  taking  away. 

0  ye  devotees,  join  your  hands  and  praise  him !  the  devotees  he  is  saving, 

XIX. 

Sloh  I. ;  mahala  III. 

1  will  continually  join  my  own  beloved,  I  will  put  him  in  my  breast  and  keep  (him)  in  my 
heart. 

I  will  always,  always  praise  that  Lord,  by  love  and  affection  to  the  Guru. 

Nanak  (says) :  On  whom  he  bestows  a  favourable  look,  her  he  unites  (with  himself),  that  is  a  happy 
married  woman. 

Stole  II. ;  mahala.  III. 

By  the  service  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  obtained  (by  them),  on  whom  he  bestows  his  favourable  look. 
(By  whom)  the  name  of  Hari  is  mediated  upon,  they  have  become  Gods  from  men.1 
Having  destroyed  their  egotism  (individuality)  they  are  united  by  him  (with  himself),  by  the  word 
of  the  Guru  they  are  saved. 

0  Nanak,  they  are  easily  absorbed  by  him,  (if)  Hari  bestow  his  own  mercy  (on  them). 

Pauri. 
Hari  has  shown  his  greatness,  causing  his  own  worship  to  be  made. 

He  himself  makes  apprehension  (ascertainment)  of  himself,  he  himself  has  set  up  (his)  service. 
To  his  worshippers  he  gives  joy,  he  has  seated  them  firm  in  (his)  house. 

He  does  not  give  a  firm  standing  to  the  sinners,  gathering  them  he  marches  them  off  to  the 
horrible  hell. 

Hari  bestows  love  on  his  worshippers,  siding  with  them  he  saves  them, 

XX. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  III. 

Evil-mindedness  is  a  Dumni,2  cruelty  a  butcher's  wife,  she  who  is  occupied  with  the  censure  of 
others  is  a  sweeper's  wife,  she  who  is  overcome  by  wrath  is  a  Candal's  wife. 

What  is  effected  by  the  drawing  of  lines,3  when  (these)  four  are  sitting  with  (thee)  ? 

Truth  and  abstinence  is  the  (right)  drawing  of  lines,  bathing  is,  if  one  silently  repeat  the  name. 

0  Nanak,  in  the  other  world  he  (will  be)  the  highest,  who  does  not  give  way4  to  sins. 

1  From  being  men  tbey  become  Gods,  deities.    The  meditation  on  the  name  of  Hari  turns  men  into  Gods. 

2  lJH^t»  the  wife  or  female  of  the  JDum  caste  (Muhammadan  drummers  or  musicians),  noted  for  their 
wickedness  and  depravity. 

3  3Tcft  TO\  fTWT  "ffik,  literally:  What  is  done  by  lines  being  drawn?  ^HJ  s.f.  a  line  (a  furrow, 
Sansk.  qj^,  Pasto  J) ;  the  Hindus  draw  lines  round  their  cooking  place,  to  keep  off  defilement. 

4  The  Sikh  Granthis  explain  ijfc  by  wish,  desire,  but  this  is  only  a  guess.     It  is  identical  with  iflft, 
which  is  also  found  in  the  Granth  (Maru,  Var  II.,  Slok  II.). 
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Slok  II. ;  tfiahala  I. 
"What  is  the  goose,  what  is  the  white  heron,  on  which  he  looks  in  mercy? 
Who  pleases  him,  0  Nanak,  him  he  transforms  from  a  crow  into  a  goose. 

Pauri. 
The  work,  that  one  wishes  to  do,  should  be  told  to  Hari. 
He  settles  the  business  by  the  true  words  of  the  true  Guru. 
In  the  society  of  the  saints  is  the  treasure,  nectar  is  tasted  (there). 
By  the  fear-destroying  and  kind  (Lord)  (the  honour)  of  his  servant  is  preserved. 

0  Nanak,  (who)  sings  the  qualities  of  Hari,  (by  him)  the  invisible  Lord  is  seen. 

XXI. 

Slok  I. ;  mahula  III. 

Soul  and  body  is  his,  to  every  one  he  gives  support, 

Nanak  (says) :  by  the  disciple  the  liberal  donor  is  always,  always  served. 

1  am  a  sacrifice  for  them,  by  whom  the  formless  Hari  is  meditated  upon. 
Their  faces  are  always  bright,  the  whole  world  pays  them  reverence. 

Sldh  II. ;  mahala  III. 

By  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  deflection  (from  one's  former  ways)  is  effected,  all  the  nine  treasures 
(that  man  now)  enjoys. 

The  eighteen  prosperities  *  follow  (him),  he  dwells  in  his  own  house,  in  his  own  place. 

The  sounds  not  beaten  (by  human  hands)  are  always  sounding,3  being  absorbed  in  divine  contem- 
plation3 he  deeply  meditates  on  Hari. 

Nanak  (says) :  attachment  to  Hari  dwells  in  the  heart  of  them,  on  whose  forehead  it  is  written  from 
the  beginning, 

Paurl. 

I  am  a  musician 4  of  Hari,  the  Lord  and  master,  I  have  come  to  the  gate  of  Hari. 
Hari  has  heard  within  (the  house)  the  cry,  he  has  put  the  musician  to  his  mouth.5 
Hari,  having  called  the  musician  has  asked  (him) :  for  what  purpose  hast  thou  come  ? 
"Give  continually  a  gift,  0  merciful  Lord,  the  name  of  Hari  is  meditated  upon  (by  me)." 
The  liberal  Hari  has  caused  (me)  to  repeat  silently  the  name  of  Hari,  he  caused  Nanak  to  be  dressed 
(with  a  dress  of  honour). 

1  Else  eight  Siddhis  are  enumerated,  but  in  the  Granth  their  number  is  swelled  to  eighteen. 

2  The  JUTSTT^  *TCS^  or  unbeaten  sounds,  are  said  to  sound  in  the  dasva  duar  as  a  sign,  that  the  per- 
sonality is  merged  in  the  Supreme,  by  hearing  continually  these  supernatural  sounds  (Om  !  Om !). 

"  0Aflf?5'  aaJ-»  having  lost  the  consciousness  of  individual  existence  and  being  merged  in  the  Supreme 
or  in  divine  contemplation.  The  ■@S*f2^"  {*•/•)  ls  the  fifth  of  the  modes  of  human  existence,  viz. :  WTlfff, 
^■R,  iprfFfj  dO*i>  ^J"^'!^'  In  Boehtlingk's  and  Roth's  Sansk.  Dictionary  this  signification  of  ,3«Jr»TC^ 
is  quite  overlooked. 

4  55T*El'>  a  class  of  Musalmans,  who  are  musicians  and  beggars  in  one  person. 

5  *fftf  ?510cM  to  apply  to  the  mouth,  to  kiss,  to  caress. 
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Om!  By  the  favour  of the  true  Guru.' 

I.   SIEI  RAG.     KABIE.1 

To  be  sung  after  the  tune:   "Ek  suit*."2 

I. 

The  mother  thinks,  that  her  son  is  getting  big  (growing). 

She  does  not  know  so  much,  that  day  by  day  his  life-time  is  getting  less. 

Saying  :  "mine,"  "mine"  (thou  art),  she  fondles  him  excessively,  Tarn  Bau  looking  on  laughs. 

Pause. 
Thus  the  world  is  misled  by  thee  in  error ! 
How  shall  it  understand,  when  it  is  deluded  by  the  Maya  ? 

II. 

Kabir  says :  give  up  the  pleasure  of  the  world,  in  this  society  (thou)  must  certainly  die ! 
Mutter  him,  who  is  omnipresent,  0  man,  (it  is)  the  word  of  another  life,3  in  this  wise  wilt  thou 
cross  the  ocean  of  the  world. 

III. 
When  it  is  pleasing  to  him,  then  faith  springs  up. 
Error  and  mistake  depart  from  within. 

Understanding  and  knowledge  (of  the  Supreme  Being)  are  produoed,  the  mind  is  wakeful.  ■ 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  deep  meditation  settles  in  the  heart. 

Pause  II. 
In  this  sooiety  (thou  wilt)  not  die. 
If  thou  knowest  his  order,  thou  wilt  be  united  with  the  Lord. 


II.   SIRI  EAG.     TEILOCAN.4 
I. 

There  is  a  very  great  infatuation  of  the  Maya  in  (thy)  mind,  0  man,  old  age  and  the  fear  of  death 
are  forgotten  (by  thee). 

Having  seen  (thy)  family  thou  expandest,  like  a  lotus,  thou  lookest  on  another's  wife,  0  hypo- 
critical man ! 

1  Kabir  (see  p.  93,  note  1),  one  of  the  most  important  reformers  of  mediaeval  India,  and  at  the  same 
time  one  of  the  oldest  Hindu!  writers,  is  quoted  at  the  end  of  nearly  every  Rag,  as  well  as  other  famous 
Bhagats,  as  »  witness  for  the  truth  of  the  teaching  of  the  Sikh  Gurus.  By  profession  he  was  a  weaver,  to 
which  he  frequently  alludes.  He  was  a  pantheist,  who  equally  ridiculed  the  idolatry  of  the  Pandit  and  the 
bigotry  of  the  Mulla.  There  is  still  a  sect  in  India,  bearing  his  name  (which  is  by  no  means  fictitious),  the 
so-called  Kabir-panthls.  —  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  collect  nearly  all  the  works  of  Kabir,  which  are  still 
current  in  India,  though  some  of  them  appear  to  be  spurious. 

8  cf.  Siri  Rag,  Sabd  29. 

a  *W7i3  "HW^  might  also  be  translated :  life  not  sinking  or  declining  (^J  +  «J^) ;  otherwise  Itf2?3'  is 
the  formative  of  JJf^,  other. 

*  Trilocan  is  said  to  have  been  a  Brahman ;  who  he  was,  and  where  he  lived,  is  not  known.  He  is  not 
mentioned  by  Garcin  de  Tassy  in  his  Histoire  de  la  Litterature  Hindoui  et  Hindoustani.  But  as  far  as  may 
be  judged  from  the  use  of  the  word  '^T3?5>  he  was  from  the  Dakhan,  where  this  God  was  worshipped. 
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Pause. 
A  messenger  has  come  from  the  side  of  Tama. 
Before  him  I  cannot  abide.  • 

Is  there  some,  some  friend,  who  will  come  and  say : 
Join  me,  0  my  Bithal,1  take  (thy)  arm  and  sling  it  round  (me) ! 
Join  me,  0  my  dear,  release  me ! 

II. 

By  many,  many  enjoyments  and  passions  (lusts)  he  is  forgotten  (by  thee),  0  man,  on  the  ocean  of 
the  world  thou  hast  become  immortal  (in  thy  eyes). 

Carried  away  by  the  Maya  (illusion)  thou  dost  not  remember  (him),  thy  human  birth  is  lost  (by 
thee),  0  lazy  man ! 

III. 

On  a  difficult,  terrible  road  thou  must  go,  0  man,  whither  sun  and  moon  do  not  penetrate. 
The  infatuation  of  the  Maya  is  then  forgotten  (by  thee),  when  thou  hast  left  behind2  the  world. 

IV. 

To-day  he  has  become  manifest  in  my  mind,  Dharm-Eau  (Tama)  has  been  seen. 
His  strong  arms  break  in  pieces  (men),  before  him  I  cannot  abide. 


If  one  gives  me  instruction,  then  Karayan  is  contained  (diffused)  in  tree  and  grass. 
0  Sir,  thou  thyself  knowest  every  thing ! 
Trilocan  says :  he  is  contained  (everywhere). 


III.   SIEI  BAG.     THE  BHAGAT  KABIB. 

I. 

One  is  wonderful,  hear,  0  Pandit;  now  nothing  can  be  said. 

By  whom  the  Gods,  Naras  (centaurs),  Ganas  and  Gandharvas  are  deluded,  (by  whom)  a  rope  is 
applied  to  the  three  worlds.3 

Pause. 

The  Kinguri  of  Earn,  the  king,  sounds  without  being  struck. 

By  his  favourable  look  deep  meditation  springs  up  (in  the  heart)  by  (its)  sound. 

1  ifl<i<M>,  Sansk.  f%T*I.  said  to  be  an  incarnation  of  Krishna  and  much  worshipped  in  tj's^m,  (in  the 
Dakhan),  which  city  he  is  believed  to  have  visited.  Namdev  was  also  a  worshipper  of  "£1x355.  The  Sikhs 
no  longer  know  what  is  meant  by  the  word  TIT335>  and  proffer  all  sorts  of  guesses  about  it. 

2  3rft*lf§5  is  a  Marathi  form  (3lf5|5T),  another  proof  that  Trilocan  was  from  the  Dakhan. 

8  5^fcT35T  s-f-t  a  rope,  by  which  cattle  are  fastened  together.  God  has  bound  the  three  worlds  with  a  rope 
and  leads  them  as  he  pleases.    (Sansk.  JJItJF  a  girdle.) 
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II. 

The  furnace  is  the  skull,1  (under)  the  horns  and  funnels 2  a  pot  of  gold  is  placed. 
Into  this  (pot)  a  very  pure  stream  oozes,  the  juice  is  caused  to  drop  on  the  organ  of  taste  (=  the 
tongue).3 

III. 

The  one  incomparable  thing,  that  is  made,  (is  this,  that)  the  breath  is  made  the  cup.4 
In  the  three  worlds  is  the  Jogi  alone ;  say,  who  is  (their)  king  ? 

IV. 

By  such  divine  knowledge  the  Supreme  Spirit  has  become  manifest. 

Kabir  says:  I  am  steeped  in  (his)  colour  (=  identified  with  him). 

All  the  other  world  is  led  astray  in  error ;  (my)  mind  is  intoxicated  by  the  elixir  of  Ram. 


IV.   SIRI  RAG.     THE  SPEECH  OF  THE  BHAGAT  BENI.6 

To  be  sung  after  the  tune:    "  PahabiI  kai." 
Om  !   By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I. 

0  man,  when  thou  wast  in  the  circle  of  the  womb,  thou  wast  given  to  meditation  and  contemplative 
absorption  with  the  head  upwards. 

In  the  mortal  body  (=  womb)  (is)  no  pride  of  rank,  day  and  night  (there  is)  one  thorough  absence 
of  ignorance. 

Remember  those  days,  the  trouble  and  great  pain,  now  (thy)  thought  is  excessively  expanded. 

Having  left  the  womb,  thou  hast  come  into  the  region  of  death,  thou  hast  forgotten  from  thy  mind 
Hari,  the  divine  male. 

1  SI«Tt>  *■/•  =  WS\>  a  furnace,  kiln.  J|J|<S,  literally:  the  sky,  the  vaulted  firmament;  thence  meta- 
phorically, the  skull  =  the  tenth  gate  (in  the  skull),  where  the  nectar  is  distilled,  according  to  the  language  of 

the  Jogis. 

2  fflfStfT.  t§1%»H7.  Gen.  Plur.  from  fjT^T  and  H^T-  f+j&l  signifies  in  the  language  of  the  Jogls 
the  fffWT  («■»»•)'  one  of  the  channels  of  the  vital  breath.  The  fjJ^T  is  said  to  be  the  passage  on  the  right 
side,  proceeding  from  the  os  coccygis  (the  lower  back  bone)  and  passing  through  the  *JTf*T^s|i  or  umbilical 
region  and  through  the  right  upper  nostril  to  the  head ;  the  ^NiT  (Hindi  ^f an)  or  funnel  is  the  channel  of 
the  vital  breath  on  the  left  side  (usually  called  fvjJJMT) ;  the  supposed  channel  between  the  two,  leading  to 
the  middle  part  of  the  head,  is  called  ap^^T  *•/•  (ajfcWS),  Sansk.  arqa^T.  We  shall  often  meet  with  these 
expressions  in  the  Granth. 

3  7JTS  s-m-  The  organ  of  taste  (Sansk.  T^pi,  neuter)  =  tongue,  on  which  the  juice  is  dropped,  to  be 
thence  put  into  the  pot  of  gold,  which  is  said  to  be  the  heart. 

4  The  breath  is  made  the  cup ;  the  sense  is :  by  means  of  the  breath  the  Supreme  is  enjoyed,  the  Jogi 
being  united  with  him  by  shutting  up  the  breath  in  the  dasvi  duar.  The  Jogi  alone  is  thereby  in  the  three 
worlds  (penetrating  them  as  united  with  the  vital  spirit)  and  their  king  in  reality. 

6  Nothing  is  known  about  this  Bhagat. 
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Thou  wilt  again  repent  (of  it),  0  fool !  into  what  folly  and  error  hast  thou  fallen? 
Eemember  Earn  and  thou  wilt  n*ot  go  to  the  city  of  Yama,  do  not 1  go  about  without  having  been 
accomplished ! 

II. 

The  child  is  given  to  the  thought  of  pastime  and  enjoyment,  every  moment  it  is  replete  with 
spiritual  ignorance. 

Mistaking  (it)  for  sugarcane-juiee,  thinking  (it  to  be)  nectar,  poison  is  tasted  (by  the  child),  then 
the  five  passions 2  (have  become)  manifest. 

Having  abandoned  silent  repetition,  austerity,  continence,  virtue  and  wisdom,  the  name  of  Earn  is 
not  worshipped  (by  it). 

Lust  has  sprung  up,  its  mind  is  bent  on  death,  the  Sakti  (=Maya)  has  come  and  bound  it  round 
its  neck.3 

III. 

In  the  young  man  is  heat,  he  looks  at  the  face  of  another's  wife,  going  and  retreating  (=  right  and 
wrong)  he  does  not  know. 

Intoxicated  in  lust,  the  great  poison,  he  is  led  astray,  sin  and  religious  merit  he  does  not  know. 

Having  seen  a  son  and  prosperity  this  (human)  heart  becomes  proud,  Earn  is  dropped  from 
the  mind. 

His  mind  weighs  the  property  of  another,  who  is  dying,  then  being  defeated,  his  human  birth  is 
ruined  (spoiled). 

IV. 

White  is  the  hair,  whiter  than  a  flower,  the  voice  is  (weak  like)  that  of  the  seven  nether  regions. 

The  eye  becomes  weary,  intellect  (and)  strength  flee,  then  lust  falls  into  the  churning-pot.4 

By  hot  worldly  pursuits  (his)  mind  was  confused,5  in  the  rainy  season"  the  lotus  of  the  (=  his)  body 
became  withered. 

Having  given  up  in  the  region  of  death  (=  this  present  world)  the  word  of  the  inherent7  .(Hari)  (or 
sound  of  Hari),  he  repents  there  afterwards. 

Y. 

Having  seen  (his)  body  dried  up 8  a  noise  arises,  he  makeB  calculation  (of  the  rest  of  his  life),  but 
does  not  understand  (it). 

1  y{$  =  not  (ne) ;  WfTSFTOT  *=  ^W  (^  +  TJ&). 

2  The  five  ^3TV  or  passions  are :  g"TJT>  ?XT,  353,  ^HJ,  ttfOoHd- 

3  J|fW  'Erf^WT;  the  sense  is:  the  Maya  has  laid  a  rope  round  the  child's  or  young  man's  neck. 

4  <7T*r  V?f*f  TftficJl  >  TTTTcSY  on  account  of  the  rhyme  =  ^TTTJ^t,  s.f.  churning-pot  (Sansk.  *p*T<^) ; 
lust  falls  into  the  churning-pot,  an  idiomatic  expression  for :  to  be  utterly  at  a,  loss. 

5  3S?t  =  3^t,  from  eJ^j^J  (^m)  to  be  confused. 

6  VT^1>T>  Locative  of  1|l'^*j  CHT^^),  in  the  rainy  season,  when  the  lotus  should  flourish  and  be  verdant. 
The  sense  is :  he  has  lost  his  good  opportunity. 

7  ?}f^j((^  =  ^J  -(-  f^aicT,  inherent  (eSnTJefi) ;  the  word  or  sound  of  Hari,  who  is  inherent  (in  man). 

8  fA^il,  dried  up  (from  (AoJ4cM>  »•»•  t0  be  dried  up).     The  Sikhs  merely  start  conjectures  about 
these  passages,  but  do  not  understand  any  of  them. 

17 
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He  covets  to  live  a  quarter1  (of  his  life  longer)  (though)  his  eye  does  not  see  any  thing. 
The  strength 2  (of  his  body)  is  exhausted,  the  soul,  the  bird  has  flown  off,  it  is  (no  longer)  happy  in 
the  courtyard  of  the  house  (=  body). 

Bern  says:  hear,  ye  devotees,  who  has  obtained  final  emancipation  when  dying? 


V.    SIEI  BAG.     EAVIDAS.3 

I. 

Thou  art  I,  I  am  thou,  of  what  kind  is  the  difference  ? 

Like  gold  (and)  the  bracelet  (made  of  it),  like  water  and  a  wave. 


But  if  I  would  not  commit  sins,  0  endless ! 

How  would  be  thy  name  "purifier  of  the  sinner"  ? 

II. 

Thou,  who  art  the  Lord,  art  acquainted  with  the  secrets  of  the  heart. 
From  the  Lord  the  servant  is  known,  from  the  servant  the  Lord. 

III. 
(My)  body  adores  (thee),  give  me  discernment ! 
May  somebody  instruct  Eavidas,.  who  is  of  the  same  mass 4  (as  the  Supreme) ! 

1  y^  =  Sansk.  TJ<» ,  a  quarter,  or  a  step,  pace. 

2  %yf,  the  energy  or  strength  of  the  body. 

3  Ravidas  (in  the  Bhakta  Mala  called  Raidas,  see  Price,  Hindi  and  Hindustani  collections,  vol.  i.  p.  124) 
was  a  Camar  (^TJTT;)  or  leather-dresser,  and  lived  at  Benares,  not  long  after  Kablr,  whom  he  mentions.  He 
was  one  of  the  twelve  disciples  of  Ramanand  (like  Kablr,  who  is  the  second  in  the  number),  who  himself 
was  a  disciple  of  Ramanuj. 

4  m\<V>>  adj.,  being  of  the  same  mass  or  lump,  as  the  Supreme,  or  a  fellow  mortal ;  the  word  may  be 
applied  either  way. 
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RAGTJ  .MAJHTJ. 

•       Caupadas;  Ghar  I. 

Mahals,  IV. 

Om  !  The  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  Spirit  without  fear,  without  enmity,  of  timeless  form,  unproduced 

from  the  womh.1     By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  ! 


(1).  The  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  to  my  mind  Hari  is  pleasing. 

By  the  very  fortunate  the  name  of  Hari  is  meditated  upon. 

Prom  the  perfect  Guru  the  fruit  *  of  the  name  of  Hari  is  obtained,  some  rare  one  walks  according  to 
the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  0  dear ! 

(2).  As  provisions  (viaticum)  I  have  taken  Hari,  Hari  and  bound  it  up  in  (my)  lap. 

My  dear  friend 3  goes  always  with  me. 

By  the  perfect  Guru  the  name  of  Hari  is  made  firm  in  me ;  Hari  is  immovable,  the  wealth  of  (this) 
Hari  is  in  (his)  lap,  0  dear ! 

(3).  Hari  is  (my)  sweetheart,  (my)  beloved,  (my)  king. 

If  some  one  bring  and  unite  (him  with  me),  my  life  is  vivified  (revived). 

I  cannot  exist  without  having  seen  my  beloved,  my  water  (=  tears)  flows  and  goes  on  flowing, 
0  dear ! 

(4).  The  true  Guru  is  my  friend  and  companion  from  youth  up. 

I  cannot  exist  without  having  seen  him,  0  my  mother. 

0  Hari,  bestow  mercy  (on  me) !  join  (to  me)  the  Guru !  humble  Nanak  (says) :  the  wealth  of  Hari 
is  in  (his)  lap,  0  dear  ! 

Majh  ;  mahala  IV. 
II. 

(1).  The  destroyer  of  Madhu4  is  the  life  of  my  soul  and  body. 

1  do  not  know  any  other  but  Hari. 

Would  that  some  friend  and  pious  man  would  meet  (with  me)  by  a  lucky  destiny,  and  show  me  my 
beloved  Lord  Hari,  0  dear  ! 

(2).  I,  soul  and  body,  will  seek  (him),  inquiring  (myself)  and  causing  (others)  to  inquire.5 

How  may  the  beloved  sweetheart  be  met  with,  0  my  mother  ? 

Having  joined  the  society  of  the  pious  I  will  inquire  after  him,  in  their  society  the  Lord  Hari  dwells, 
0  dear ! 

(3).  My  dearly  beloved  is  the  true  Guru,  he  is  (my)  preserver. 

I  am  a  poor  child,  cherish  thou  me ! 

My  mother  and  father  is  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  the  perfect  Guru ;  the  lotus  having  fallen  in  with 
water  opens,  0  dear  ! 

1  *KfTJS^3  as  one  word  =  ^l^tf'TOJ^,  not  being  produced  from  the  womb. 

2  fJTpI>  the  fruit  .of  the  adoration  or  repetition  of  the  name  of  Hari. 

3  VcTr^Tfem^'j  a  companion  of  one's  life  =  dear  friend. 

4  3TM*j-£A  (JTVttST))  destroyer  of  the  Daitya  Madhu,  an  epithet  of  Vishnu  or  Krishna. 

5  dWiyl  =  sTTWTfff.  causal  of  3T46tM.  to  inquire. 
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(4).  I  find  no  sleep  without  having  seen  the  Guru. 
In  my  soul  and  hody  is  pain,  the  Guru  causes  me  pangs  of  absence. ' 

0  Hari,  Hari,  bestow  mercy  on  me,  join  to  me  the  Guru !  humble  Nanak  (says) :  having  met  with 
the  Guru  I  am  happy,  0  dear ! 

Mdjh;  mahala  IV. 
III. 

(1).  (If)  the  qualities  (=  excellences)  of  Hari  be  read,  (if)  the  qualities  of  Hari  be  enumerated. 

(If)  the  recital  of  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  be  continually  heard. 

Joining  the  assembly  of  the  pious  (and)  singing  the  qualities  of  Hari  the  water  of  the  world,  which 
is  difficult  to  pass,  is  crossed,  0  dear ! 

(2).  Come,  my  friend,  we  will  join  Hari ! 

(Who)  gives  me  a  message  of  love  from  my  beloved. 

(Who)  shows  me  Hari,  the  divine  male  Hari,  he  is  my  friend,  my  companion,  my  beloved  brother, 
0  dear ! 

(3).  My  pain  Hari,  the  perfect  Guru,  knows. 

I  cannot  exist  without  praising  (his)  name. 

May  a  medicine  and  mantr  be  given  me  by  the  perfect  Guru,  that  by  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  I  may 
be  saved,  0  dear ! 

(4).  I,  poor  Catrik,  am  in  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru. 

May  I  obtain  a  drop  of  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  in  my  mouth  ! 

Hari  is  the  ocean,  we  are  the  fish  of  the  water;   humble  Nanak  (says):  without  water  I  die, 
0  dear ! 

Mdjh;  mahala  IV. 
IV. 

(1).  0  ye  holy  people  of  Hari,  0  my  brother,  join  me  ! 

Show  me  my  Lord  Hari,  I  am  hungry  (after  him). 

Make  full  my  faith  in  the  life  of  the  world,  the  donor !  having  met  with  Hari  my  heart  becomes 
happy  by  his  sight,  Sir ! 

(2).  Having  met  with  the  assembly  of  the  pious  I  will  speak  the  word  of  Hari. 

The  story  (or  recital)  of  Hari,  Hari  is  pleasing  to  my  mind. 

Hari,  Hari  is  nectar,  Hari  is  pleasing  to  ( =  in  my)  mind ;  having  met  with  the  true  Guru  (this) 
nectar  is  drunk,  Sir ! 

(3).  He,  whose  destiny  is  great,  obtains  the  society  of  Hari. 

The  luckless  one  wandering  about  is  struck  in  the  face. 

Without  destiny  the  society  of  the  pious  is  not  obtained,  without  (their)  society  he  is  covered  over 
with  dirt,  Sir ! 

(4).  Come  and  join  me,  0  beloved  world-soul ! 

Out  of  mercy  put  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  into  my  heart ! 

By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  name  is  sweet  and  heart-pleasing ;  humble  Nanak  (says) :  by  the 
name  my  mind  becomes  happy,  Sir  ! 

Mdjh ;  mahala  IV. 
V. 
(1).  The  knowledge  of  Hari,  the  Guru,  the  taste  of  Hari,  Hari  is  obtained  (by  me). 
(My)  heart  is  stained  in  the  colour  of  Hari,  the  juice  of  Hari  was  given  it  to  drink  (by  him). 

1  lt|dO>  anguish  or  pangs  caused  by  separation  from  the  beloved. 
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The  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  the  speech  of  Hari,  Hari  is  in  (my)  mouth,  by  the  juice  of  Hari  (my)  heart 
is  dozing,  Sir ! 

(2).  Come,  0  saint,  take  me  to  thy  neck.1 
Let  me  hear  the  story  of  my  beloved  ! 

0  saint  of  Hari,  join  me !  I  give  my  heart  (to  him)  who  is  telling  (me)  the  word  of  the  Guru  ( =God) 
with  (from)  his  mouth. 

(3).  The  very  fortunate  saint  of  Hari  is  united  (with  Hari). 
From  the  perfect  Guru  the  juice  of  Hari  is  obtained  in  the  mouth. 

By  the  luckless  the  true  Guru  is  not  obtained,  the  fleshly-minded  one  is  continually  falling  into  the 
womb  as  embryo,  Sir ! 

(4).  By  the  merciful  Lord  himself  mercy  is  bestowed. 

All  the  filth  of  egotism  and  sensual  pleasures  is  cleared  away  (by  him). 

Nanak  (says) :  in  the  shop a  of  the  body  the  disciples  are  carrying  on  the  traffic  of  Hari,  Sir ! 

Majh  ;  mahala  IV. 

VI. 

(1).  I  will  meditate  on  the  excellences  of  Govind,  on  the  name  of  Hari. 
Having  joined  the  society  (of  the  pious)  I  will  fix  the  name  in  my  heart. 

The  Lord  Hari  is  an  incomprehensible,  unattainable  Lord,  having  joined  the  true  Guru  Hari  is 
tasted,3  Sir ! 

(2).  Blessed,  blessed  are  the  people  of  Hari,  by  whom  the  Lord  Hari  is  known. 
Having  gone  I  will  inquire  after  the  people  of  Hari. 

1  will  rub  their  feet,  having  rubbed,  rubbed  (them)  I  will  wash  (them) ;  having  met  with  the  people 
of  Hari  the  juice  of  Hari  is  drunk,  Sir ! 

(3).  By  the  true  Guru,  the  donor,  the  name  is  fixed  (in  the  heart). 
By  the  very  fortunate  the  sight  of  the  Guru  is  obtained. 

Nectar-juice,  true  nectar  is  (his)  speech,  from  the  perfect  Guru  (this)  nectar  is  taken,  Sir! 
(4).  By  the  society  of  the  pious  Hari,  the  true  (Universal)  Spirit  is  joined  (with  man). 
Having  joined  the  society  of  the  pious  the  name  of  Hari  is  meditated  upon. 

ISanak  (says) :  (by  whom)  the  story  of  Hari  is  heard  and  told  with  (his)  mouth,  he  believes  in  the 
name  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  Sir ! 

Majh ;  mahala  IV. 
VII. 

(1).  Come,  0  sister !  join  me,  0  beloved ! 

"Who  shows  me  my  beloved,  to  him  I  devote  myself. 

Having  joined  the  society  of  the  pious,  Hari,  my  sweetheart  is  obtained,  to  the  gratuitous  service  of 
the  true  Guru  I  devote  myself,  0  dear ! 

(2).  Wherever  I  see,  there  is  the  Lord. 

Thou  art  contained  in  every  body,  0  thou  near  and  dear  one  ! 

By  the  perfect  Guru  Hari  is  shown  as  being  with  (every  one),  I  am  always  devoted  to  the  gratuitous 
service  of  the  Guru,  0  dear ! 

1  ^  3Tfe  ^5TS^=  ^  &  31^5  5j46IUl#>  passive  construction,  literally:    may  it  be  joined  me  = 
may  I  be  joined  to,  etc. 

■*  nZVSS  "S  to  be  taken  as  one  word,  shop  (literally:  a  city-shop). 

3  sft%>  generally  yt%,  a  SindhI  form  of  the  Passive  =  TH^T  ff,  is  made. 
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(3).  There  is  one  breath,  all  the  earth  is  one  (and  the  same),  all  the  light  is  one  (and  the  same) 

in  all. 

In  all  there  is  one  (and  the  same)  light,1  (but)  individually  distinct,3  it  does  not  mingle,  though  one 

try  to  mingle  it. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  one  (light)  is  perceived,  I  am  devoted  to  the  gratuitous  service  of  the 

true  Guru,  0  dear ! 

(4).  Humble  Nanak  (says) :  he  (i.e.  the  Guru)  speaks  words  of  nectar. 

They  are  dear  and  pleasing  to  the  mind  of  the  disciples  of  the  Guru. 

The  true  Guru,  the  perfect  Guru  gives  instruction,  the  true  Guru  is  beneficent,  0  dear ! 

Mdjh  ;  mahala  V. 

Caupadas ;  Qhar  I. 

I.    VIII. 

(1).  My  heart  is  longing  for  the  sight  of  the  Guru.3 

It  laments  like  a  Catrik. 

The  thirst  does  not  leave  it,  it  gets  no  rest  without  the  sight  of  the  beloved  saint,  0  dear  Sir ! 


I  sacrifice  myself,  0  dear,  I  sacrifice  myself  for  the  sight  of  the  Guru,  the  beloved  saint,  0  dear  Sir! 

(2).  Thy  face  is  beautiful,  Sir,  comfortable  is  the  voice  of  thy  speech ! 

A  long  time  has  passed,  since  I  have  seen  the  bow-holder.4 

Blessed  is  the  country,  where  thou  dwellest,  0  my  sweetheart,  my  friend,  my  Murari,  Sir ! 


I  sacrifice  myself,  I  sacrifice  myself  for  the  Guru,  my  sweetheart,  my  friend,  my  Murari,  0  Sir ! 

(3).  If  thou  art  not  met  with  for  twenty-four  minutes,  then  it  is  to  me  the  Kali-yug. 

Now  when  shall  I  meet  with  thee,  0  beloved  Lord? 

To  me  the  night  does  not  pass,  I  get  no  sleep  without  having  seen  the  Gur-darbar,5  Sir ! 

Pause. 
I  sacrifice  myself,  Sir,  I  sacrifice  myself,  Sir,  for  this  true  Gur-darbar ! 
(4).  It  has  been  (my  good)  lot,  the  pious  one  is  united  by  the  Guru  (with  himself). 
The  immortal  Lord  I  have  obtained  in  (my)  house. 

I  will  serve  (thee),  that  I  may  not  be  separated  (from  thee)  a  single  moment ;  humble  Nanak  is  thy 
slave,  Sir ! 6 

1  -rff^,  light,  the  heavenly  principle  of  life  in  the  creatures. 

2  The  individuality  of  the  soul  is  thereby  asserted. 

3  The  following  verses  are  said  to  be  a  letter  of  Arjun  to  his  father,  Ramdas,  when  living  at  Lahore,  where 
he  had  been  sent  on  account  of  family  dissensions.     He  succeeded  his  father  in  the  Guruship  in  1581. 

4  The  word  JTTftTW^I'  is  properly  an  epithet  of  Vishnu,  like  Murari  (the  enemy  of  the  Daitya  Mura), 
but  applied  here  to  his  father ;  rather  a  gross  flattery. 

5  The  Gur-darbar  (the  Guru's  court)  is  the  temple  at  Amritsar,  which  was  built  by  Ramdas.  Amritsar 
was  formerly  therefore  called  Ramdaspur,  the  city  of  Ramdas. 

6  This  verse  is  said  to  have  been  uttered  by  Arjun  after  having  been  recalled  by  his  father.  If  this  tradi- 
tion of  the  Sikhs  be  true,  it  would  appear  that  the  sons  of  the  Gurus  also  called  themselves  Nanak,  even 
before  their  accession  to  the  Guruship. 
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Pause. 
I  sacrifice  myself,  Sir,  I  sacrifice  myself,  humble  Nanak  is  thy  slave,  Sir ! 

Ragu  Majh ;  mahala  V. 

II.  IX. 

(1).  That  season  is  beautiful,  in  which  I  remember  thee. 

That  work  is  easy,  which  is  thy  setting  on.1 

That  heart  feels  easy,  in  which  heart  thou  art  indwelling,  0  donor  of  all ! 

(2).  Thou,  0  Lord,  art  (our)  companionship,  our  father. 

Thine  are  the  nine  treasures,  inexhaustible  is  thy  storeroom. 

To  whom  thou  givest,  he  becomes  satiated,  he  is  thy  worshipper,  0  Lord ! 

(3).  Every  one  puts  his  hope  in  thee. 

In  every  body  thou  art  indwelling. 

All  are  (thy)  associates,  thou  art  always  their  support,  thou  art  not  seen  outside  of  any  one,  Sir ! J 

(4).  Thou  thyself  procurest  final  emancipation  to  the  disciple. 

Thou  thyself  causest  the  self-willed  to  wander  about  in  birth  (transmigration). 

Thy  slave  Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  for  thee,  all  is  thy  play,  0  Dasahar. 3 

III.  X. 

(1).  (If)  the  unbeaten  (sound)  sounds,  (I  am)  easily  happy. 

By  the  sabd 4 1  am  happy  and  always  delighted. 

Easily  I  practise  deep  meditation  (on  thee)  in  the  cavern,6  0  Lord,  (who)  hast  made  (thy) 
seat  high! 

(2).  Having  wandered  and  turned  about,  (I)  have  come  to  my  own  house. 

(The  fruit),  that  was  desired  (by  me),  I  obtained. 

I  am  fully  satiated ;  by  the  saint,  the  Guru,  (thou)  0  Lord,  the  fearless  Supreme  Spirit,  wast 
shown  (to  me). 

(3).  Thou  thyself  art  the  king,  thou  thyself  the  people. 

Thou  thyself  art  free  from  all  worldly  concerns  (and  enjoyments),  thou  thyself  art  enjoying 
thyself. 

Thou  thyself  sittest  on  the  throne  as  true  judge,  all  cries  and  calls 6  (for  justice)  have  ceased, 
OLord! 

(4).  As  I  have  seen  (him),  so  I  have  described  (him). 

He  has  got  a  taste  (of  him),  who  has  obtained  (his)  secret. 

Light  is  mingled  with  the  fountain  of  light,7  comfort  is  obtained  (thereby)  ;  humble  Nanak  (says)  : 
thou  alone,  0  Lord,  art  spread  out  (in  the  creatures) ! 

1  Wrf?5>  s-f-  putting  on  ;  setting  a-going.     The  sense  is :  which  thou  settest  a-going. 

2  The  sense  is :  none  is  empty  of  thee,  thou  art  not  outside  of  any  one,  but  in  every  one. 

3  m£*UOcI  is  the  Sansk.  <?!llla,  an  appellative  of  Krishna;  the  Sikh  Granthls  explain  it  by  f^TTt  (is 
appearing),  but  this  is  a  mere  guess. 

4  The  Mi\-i,  signifies  here  sound,  i.e.  the  sound  not  produced  by  beating,  but  by  coercion  of  the  breath  in 
the  dasvl  duar,  where  the  sound  Om  !  is  said  to  be  heard. 

5  The  3T<gT  or  cavern  is  here  =  the  body. 

*  vsnfH»HT  =  "Vprrat- 

7  Literally  :  the  luminous  one,  in  whom  the  light  (the  principle  of  life)  is  contained. 
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Majh;  mahald  V. 

IV.  XI. 

(1).  In  which  house  the  -wedding-ornament1  is  adjusted  by  the  beloved  (=  husband). 
In  that  house,  0  friend,  a  song  of  congratulation  is  sung. 

Joy  and  amusement  are  in  that  house ;  that  woman  is  shining,  who  is  adorned  by  her  beloved,  0  dear! 
(2).  She  is  virtuous,  she  is  very  fortunate. 

Blessed  with  sons,  and  endowed  with  an  amiable  disposition,  a  happy  married  wife. 
That  woman  is  beautiful,  skilful  and  clever,  who  is  attached  to  her  husband,  0  dear ! 
(3).  She  is  of  virtuous  conduct,  she  is  foremost.3 
All  ornaments  suit  well  that  intelligent  one. 

She  is  of  a  (good)  family,  she  has  brothers,3  who  is  adorned  with  the  love  of  her  husband,  0  dear ! 
(4).  The  greatness  of  her  cannot  be  told. 
"Who  is  joined  by  her  husband  and  taken  to  his  bosom. 

Her  married  state  is  firm ;  humble  JSanak  (says) :  by  the  love  of  her  unattainable  and  inapprehen- 
sible husband  she  is  united  (with  him),4  0  dear ! 

Majh  ;  mahald  V. 

V.  XII. 

(1).  Searching  and  searching  I  desire  his  sight. 

I  enter  every  uneven  ground5  and  every  forest  (searching  for  him). 

Hari  is  without  qualities  and  endowed  with  all  qualities :  is  there  any  one,  0.  dear,  who  will  bring 
and  join  to  me  my  Hari,  0  dear  ? 

(2).  In  going  through  the  six  Shastras,6  in  knowing  them  by  heart. 

In  worship,  in  (applying)  the  Tilak,  in  bathing  at  a  Tlrtha. 

In  the  practice  of  purity,7  in  the  eighty-four  ascetic  postures 8  tranquillity  is  not  obtained,  0  dear ! 

(3).  Many  years  silent  repetitions  and  austerities  are  practised  (by  the  JogI). 

Innumerable 9  strolls  are  made  on  the  earth. 

Not  one  moment  comes  tranquillity  into  (his)  heart,  again  and  again  the  JogI  rises  and  runs  about, 
0  dear ! 

1  TJT3T  (^fT^T^l),  a  wedding-ornament,  especially  the  string,  with  a  bit  of  gold  strung  on  it,  which  the 
bridegroom  puts  round  the  neck  of  the  bride  and  whicli  she  wears  till  widowed. 

2  'MdMIA=VraTrfe,  adj.  fem. ;  similarly  ftr«n?£  instead  of  tarnnfjj. 

3  •ISdia^.  adj.  having  brothers  (*f  +  66\Q),  i-e.  to  defend  her  or  take  care  of  her. 

4  *TTWt  from  fllmdAI  (=*OMldAl),  the  causal  of  ^TOOT  (=*TfqHT,  the  Anusvar  being  usually 
dropped  in  the  Granth),  to  unite.  It  might  also  be  the  causal  of  ?JTqST,  and  could  then  be  translated  by: 
she  is  accomplished. 

°  3Tf5  is  the  Loc.  sing,  of  ~3\3,  uneven,  broken  ground,  where  a  man  may  hide  himself. 

6  The  six  Shastras  are :  the  Sankhya,  Nyaya,  Mlmansa,  Yoga,  Vedanta,  Vaisesika. 

7  f?S^?5T  or  trtQwl  73T;  'fc^fNfinff^T  (by  transition  of  m  to  v),  s.f.  purity.  This  is  a  peculiar 
practice  of  the  Jogis  prior  to  restraining  the  breath  and  falling  then  into  a  death-like  sleep  or  torpidity.  The 
Jogis  are  said  to  purify  first  their  bodies  by  drinking  milk  ;  they  swallow  then  a  piece  of  cotton  cloth,  drawing 
it  out  at  the  anus,  thus  cleansing  the  stomach  and  the  bowels  from  all  impurities.— Relata  refero. 

8  This  is  another  practice  of  the  Jogis. 

3d«nTT.  Sansk.  «WTW,  n.  a  certain  large  number,  corresponding  to  Jiff???  "Erd^f  • 
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(4).  Bestowing  mercy  (on  me)  lie  (Hari)  has  joined  to  me  the  saint  (=  Guru). 
My  heart  and  hody  became  refreshed,  I  obtained  comfort. 

The  eternal  Lord  has  taken  his  dweMng  in  (my)  body,  Nanak  sings  (now)  the  happiness  (imparted 
by)  Hari,  0  dear ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

VI.  XIII. 
(1).  The  Supreme  Brahm,  the  infinite  God : 

The  unattainable,  inapprehensible,  invisible,  impenetrable  : 

The  cherisher  of  the  poor,  G5pal,  Govind,  Hari,  meditate  upon  him  in  (thy)  body,  0  disciple ! 
(2).  The  disciple  of  the  Guru  the  destroyer  of  (the  Daitya)  Madhu1  saves. 
Krishna,  the  enemy  of  Mura,  is  the  companion  of  the  disciple. 

The  merciful  Damodar 2  is  obtained  by  the  disciple,  not  by  any  other  votary,3  0  dear ! 
(3).  Kesav 4  does  not  eat  and  is  without  enmity. 
"Whose  feet  crores  of  men  worship. 

In  which  disciple's  heart  that  Hari,  Hari  is,  he  alone  is  (his)  worshipper,  0  dear ! 
(4).  Efficacious  is  the  sight  of  the  endless  and  boundless  onfe. 
He  is  very  powerful,  always  a  donor. 

The  disciple,  by  whom  (his)  name  is  silently  repeated,  is  saved ;  Nanak  (says)  :  salvation  is  known 
by  few,  0  dear ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

VII.  XIV. 

(1).  "What  thou  sayest,  must  be  done,  what  thou  givest,  must  be  taken. 

The  poor  and  helpless  trust  in  thee. 

Thou,  thou  art  everything,  0  my  beloved,  I  sacrifice  myself  to  thy  power,  0  Lord ! 

(2).  By  (his)  decree  is  the  wayless  wilderness,  by  (his)  decree  is  the  way. 

By  (his)  decree  the  disciple  sings 5  the  qualities  of  Hari. 

By  (his)  decree  (man)  wanders  about  in  many  wombs;  all  is  in  his  pleasure,  0  dear! 

(3).  No  one  is  foolish,  no  one  is  clever. 

In  everything  thy  decree  is  current. 

0  unattainable,  inapprehensible,  endless,  unfathomable  one !  thy  value  cannot  be  told,  0  Lord ! 
(4).  Give  me  the  dust  of  (thy)  saints,  0  beloved ! 

1  have  come  and  fallen  down  at  thy  gate,  0  Hari ! 

Seeing  thy  sight  my  heart  is  satiated ;  I  am  longing  to  meet  (with  thee),  0  Lord ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 
.  VIII.     XV. 
(1).  There  is  pain,  when  thou  art  forgotten. 
Hunger  seizes  (him),  he  runs  about  in  many  ways. 

1  An  epithet  of  Vishnu  or  Krishna. 

2  ^teUj  Sansk.  HTjft?^  (<?TT  +  ^<^T)>   having  a  rope  round  his  belly  (alluding  to  an  event  in 
Krishna's  childhood) ;  an  epithet  of  Krishna. 

3  ^ [$\  =  S iHj  =  Sansk.  *ffif,  votary  (otherwise  =JJ|fS)>  or  way,  manner. 

4  4*4^,  Sansk.  %Tfi(,  having  long  hair,  an  epithet  of  Krishna. 

5  3TI<^MI>  corrupted,  on  account  of  the  rhyme,  instead  of  d||<(o  >  3TT^TvTT  itself  is  meaningless,  but 
that  does  not  matter  with  Arjun,  if  only  the  rhyme  be  kept  up. 

18 
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To  whom  thou,  0  cherisher  of  the  poor,  givest  the  remembrance  of  (thy)  name,  he  is  always  happy. 
(2).  My  true  Guru  is  very  powerful. 
If  I  remember  him  in  my  heart,  all  pain  is  gone. 

The  disease  of  anxiety,  the  pain  of  egotism  is  departed,  thou  thyself  cherishest  me,  0  Lord ! 
(3).  Like  a  child  1  ask  everything. 

Thou  art  giving,  0  Lord,  and  there  is  no  deficiency  of  pleasures. 

Palling  at  thy  feet  I  conciliate  thee  much,  0  Gopal,  who  art  compassionate  to  the  poor. 
(4).  I  devote  myself  for  the  true,  perfect  Guru. 
By  whom  all  my  fetters  are  cut  asunder. 

Into  whose  heart  thou  givest  (thy)  name,  they  are  made  pure ; '  Nanak  is  happy  in  (thy)  love, 
0  Lord! 

Majh ;  mahala  V. 

IX.  XVI. 

(1).  0  dear  Gopal,  0  merciful  and  mirthful  one! 

0  deep  and  profound,  0  endless  Govind  ! 

0  high,  unfathomable,  endless  Lord !  remembering,  remembering  thee,  I  live,  0  Lord  ! 

(2).  0  remover  of  pain,  0  inestimable  treasure! 

0  thou  fearless,  free  from  enmity,  unfathomable,  unweighable  one ! 

0  timeless  form,  not  produced  from  a  womb,  remembering  thee  in  my  mind  I  become  refreshed, 
0  Lord ! 

(3).  Thou  art  always  my  companion  in  every  circumstance,  0  Gopal! 

Thou  art  cherishing  the  high  and  the  low. 

The  elixir  of  (thy)  name  is  satiating  my  heart,  I  drink  the  nectar  proceeding  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Guru,  OLord! 

(4).  In  pain  and  in  comfort  I  meditate  on  thee,  0  beloved! 

This  good  disposition  of  mind  I  have  obtained  from  the  Guru. 

Thou  art  the  support  of  Nanak,  0  Lord,  by  all  means  I  shall  pass  over  (the  ocean  of  the  world), 
0  Lord !  * 

Majh ;  mahala  V. 

X.  XVII. 

(1).  Blessed  is  that  time,  in  which  I  have  met  with  the  true  Guru! 

Fruitful  is  (thy)  sight,  seeing  (thee)  with  my  eyes  I  am  saved. 

Blessed  are  the  forty-eight  minutes,  the  seconds  and  moments  and  the  twenty-four  minutes,  blessed 
is  that  conjunction,  0  Lord! 

(2).  By  exerting  myself  (my)  mind  has  become  pure. 

"Walking  in  the  way  of  Hari  every  error  has  been  done  away. 

The  treasure  of  the  name  was  proclaimed  to  me  by  the  true  Guru,  all  diseases  were  extinguished, 
0  Lord ! 

(3).  Inside  and  outside  is  thy  word. 

Thou  thyself  hast  told  it,  thou  thyself  hast  explained  it. 

The  Guru  has  said :  in  all  there  is  One  (alone),  One  (alone),  there  will  be  no  other,  0  Lord ! 

1  Arjun  frequently  gives  no  hint  as  to  the  subject  and  all  must  be  found  out  by  conjecture. 

2  The  words  VTfcP-nJ^T  tTT©  must  thus  be  divided :  XfrfH  "W^t  ^T  tTV©  ;  ^T  is  an  interjection, 
the  same  as  n$. 
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(4).  Nectar-juice  (I  have)  drunk  from  Hari,  the  Guru. 
Hari  has  become  (my)  clothing,  the  name  (of  Hari)  my  food. 

In  the  name  is  (my)  pleasure,  in  th%name  (my)  delight  and  sports,  the  name  is  made  by  Nanak  the 
object  of  his  enjoyments,  0  Lord ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XI.     XVIII. 

(1).  From  all  saints  I  ask  one  thing. 

I  make  supplication,  I  give  up  conceit. 

I  devote,  I  devote  myself  a  hundred  thousand  times  :  give  me  the  dust  of  the  saints,  0  Lord  ! 

(2).  Thou  art  the  donor,  thou  art  the  Supreme  Spirit,  the  disposer  of  the  destiny. 

Thou  art  powerful,  always  bestowing  comforts. 

Every  one  gets  from  thee  his  sustenance,1  bring  to  an  end  our  drought,2  0  Lord ! 

(3).  By  thy  sight  the  house  is  purified. 

The  difficult  fort  of  the  soul  is  thereby  overcome  (conquered). 

Thou  art  the  donor,  thou  art  the  Supreme  Spirit,  the  disposer  of  destiny,  like  thee  there  is  no  other 
hero,  0  Lord ! 

(4).  The  dust  of  the  saints  is  applied  to  my  face. 

Evil-minded ness  is  extinguished,  wickedness  of  thought  has  (no  longer)  a  share  (in  me). 

I  dwell  continually  in  the  house  of  truth,  I  sing  the  excellences  (of  Hari) ;  Nanak  (says) :  falsehoods 
have  been  done  away,  0  Lord ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XII.  XIX. 

(1).  May  not  such  a  great  donor  (like  thee)  be  forgotten  (by  me) ! 

Bestowing  mercy  (on  them)  thou  art  attached  to  (thy)  devotees. 

That  I  may  day  and  night  meditate  on  thee,  give  me  this  gift,  0  Lord ! 

(2).  "With  the  blind  earth  (=  body)  reflection  is  joined  (by  thee). 

All  is  given  (by  thee)  :  good  places  (abodes). 

Joy,  pastime,  shows,  exhibitions ;  what  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  is  done,  0  Lord ! 

(3).  "Whose  the  gift  is,  (from  him)  all  must  be  taken. 

The  nectar  (consisting  of)  thirty-six  drugs,  victuals  and  food. 

An  easy  couch,  cool  breath ;  naturally  thou  art  making  sports  and  merriments,  0  Lord ! 

(4).  May  that  wisdom  be  given  to  me,  by  which  thou  wilt  not  be  forgotten  ! 

May  that  mind  be  given  to  me,  by  which  I  may  meditate  on  thee  ! 

That  I  may  sing  thy  praises  at  every  breath ;  the  shelter  of  Nanak  are  the  feet  of  the  Guru,  0  Lord ! 

Majh ;  mahala  V. 

XIII.  XX. 

(1).  To  praise  thy  excellences  is  thy  order  and  pleasure. 
That  is  (divine)  knowledge  and  meditation,  which  pleases  thee. 

That  is  silent  repetition  (of  thy  name),  which  is  pleasing  to  thee,  0  Lord ;  by  thy  decree  (divine) 
knowledge  (becomes)  full,  0  Lord ! 

1  dJ4)lQ^|,  v.  caus.  to  get  perquisites,  allowances  of  food,  formed  from  the  Sansk.  ^HJ,  literally:  to 
cause  to  be  rained  (gifts,  etc.). 

2  jJfaTcJ.  Sindhi  ^^,  drought,  Sansk.  ^;K^^,  want  of  rain  and  thence  scarcity  of  food.  \f3J  o^dAI, 
to  make  full = to  bring  to  an  end. 
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(2).  He  sings  thy  nectar-name  : 

Who  is  pleasing  to  thy  mind,  0  Lord ! 

Thou  art  the  saints'  and  the  saints  are  thine,  the  heart  of  the  saints  is  won  over  by  thee,  0  Lord ! 

(3).  Thou  art  cherishing  the  saints. 

The  saints  play  with  thee,  0  Gopal ! 

Thy  saints  are  very  dear  to  thee,  thou  art  the  life  of  the  saints,  0  Lord  ! 

(4).  My  heart  is  a  sacrifice  for  those  saints  : 

By  whom  thou  art  known ;  who  are  pleasing  to  thy  mind  : 

In  their  society  comfort  is  always  obtained ;  by  the  juice  of  Hari  Nanak  is  perfectly  satiated,  0  Lord ! 

Majh  ;  mahala  V. 

XIV.  XXI. 
(1).  Thou  art  the  ocean,  we  are  thy  fish. 

Thy  name  is  the  drop,  we  are  the  Catriks  overcome  by  thirst. 

After  thee  we  long,  after  thee  we  thirst,  our  mind  is  absorbed  in  thee,  0  Lord ! 

(2).  As  a  child  is  satiated  having  drunk  milk. 

As  a  poor  man  is  comforted  having  seen  wealth. 

(As)  a  thirsty  man  drinking  water  is  refreshed :  so  this  (my)  mind  is  happy  with  Hari,  0  Lord ! 

(3).  As  a  lamp  is  shining  in  darkness. 

As  one,  who  is  looking  out  for  her  husband,  full  of  desire  : 

Becomes  joyful,  when  meeting  with  the  beloved ;  so  my  heart  is  mirthful  in  the  love  of  Hari, 
O  Lord ! 

(4).  The  saints  have  put  me  into  the  way  of  Hari. 

By  the  merciful  holy  man  (=  Guru)  I  have  been  familiarized  with  Hari. 

Hari  is  ours,  we  are  the  slaves  of  Hari ;  the  true  word  (=  the  name)  is  given  to  Nanak  by  the  Guru, 
0  Lord ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XV.  XXII. 
(1).  (Thy)  nectar-name  is  always  pure. 

(Thou  art)  the  giver  of  comfort  and  the  remover  of  pain,  0  Hari ! 

I  have  tasted  and  seen  all  other  relishes,  the  juice  of  Hari  is  sweeter  than  all  to  my  mind,  0  Lord ! 
(2).  "Whoever  drinks  it,  he  becomes  satiated. 
He  becomes  immortal,  who  obtains  the  juice  of  the  name. 

The  treasure  of  the  name  he  obtains,  in  whose  heart  the  word  of  the  Guru  is  settled,  0  Lord ! 
(3).  Who  has  obtained  the  juice  of  Hari,  he  is  fully  satiated. 
Who  has  obtained  the  relish  of  Hari,  he  is  (no  longer)  agitated. 

He  obtains  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  on  whose  forehead  the  destiny1  (is  written),  0  Lord! 
(4).  Hari  has  come  into  the  hand  of  one  man  (=  the  Guru),  (from  whom)  many  are  benefited. 
Many,  who  cling  to  him,  are  emancipated. 

The  treasure  of  the  name  is  obtained  by  the  disciple ;  Nanak  says :  by  some  rare  ones  it  is  seen, 
OLord! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 
XVI.    XXIII. 
(1).  Treasure,  perfection  and  prosperity  (art  thou),  0  my  Hari,  Hari,  Hari! 
The  boon  of  life  (art  thou),  0  deep  and  profound  one  ! 

1  3T3ft3T  is  a  fanciful  word  (instead  of  ~BJ3[),  manufactured  to  rhyme  with  the  following  jfteTT- 
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Lakhs  and  crores  of  pleasures  and  merriments  he  enjoys,  who  has  clung  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru, 
OLord! 

(2).  Seeing  (thy)  sight  (we)  have  become  purified. 

All  (our)  brothers  and  friends  have  been  saved. 

Unattainable,  inapprehensible  is  my  Lord ;  by  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  I  meditate  on  the  True  one, 
OLord! 

(3).  For  whom  all  created  beings  look  out. 

(Thy)  sight  some  rare  lucky  one  obtains. 

High,  boundless,  imperceptible  is  (thy)  place ;  that  (thy)  mansion  the  Guru  shows,  0  Lord ! 

(4).  Deep  and  profound  is  thy  nectar-name. 

In  whose  heart  (thy)  dwelling  is,  he  has  become  emancipated. 

By  the  Guru  all  his  fetters  are  cut  asunder;  humble  Nanak  (says)  :  easily  he  is  absorbed  (in  thee), 
OLord! 

Majh ;  mahala  V. 

XVII.  XXIV. 

(1).  By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  I  meditate  on  Hari,  Hari. 
By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  I  sing  a  song  of  joy. 

In  rising,  sitting,  sleeping,  waking,  Hari  should  be  meditated  upon  through  the  whole  life,  0  dear ! 
(2).  The  medicine  of  the  name  was  given  me  by  the  saint  (=  the  Guru). 
My  sins  were  cut  off,  I  became  pure. 

Joy  sprang  up,  all  pain  went  off,  all  troubles  were  effaced,  0  dear  ! 
(3).  "Whose  side  my  beloved  takes : 
He  becomes  emancipated  from  the  ocean  of  the  world. 
Who  has  known  the  Guru  as  true,  why  should  he  he  afraid,  0  dear ! 
(4).  Since  I  obtain  the  society  of  the  holy  ones. 
The  calamity  of  egotism '  is  gone  by  meeting  with  the  Guru. 

At  every  breath  Manak  sings  (the  praises)  of  Hari ;  by  the  true  Guru  a  screen  is  put  over  me, 
0  dear! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XVIII.  XXV. 

(1).  He  (the  Lord)  is  thoroughly2  in  love  with  his  servant. 

The  Lord,  the  giver  of  comfort,  cherishes  his  servant. 

(He  brings)  water,  (swings)  the  fan,  grinds  (corn  for  him),  even  the  Lord  is  in  subserviency  to  his 
.  servant,3  0  dear ! 

(2).  By  the  Lord  he  (the  servant)  is  put  into  his  service,  after  his  fetter  is  cut  off. 

The  order  of  the  Lord  has  been  pleasant  to  the  mind  of  (his)  servant. 

He  does  that,  which  pleases  to  the  Lord ;  within  (in  his  heart)  he  is  a  servant,  outwardly  he  is  a 
Lord,  0  dear ! 

(3).  Thou  art  a  wise  Lord,  thou  knowest  all  rules. 

The  servants  of  the  Lord  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  Hari. 

1  XT%>  egotism = individuality,  considering  oneself  as  distinct  from  the  Supreme. 

2  ■ffifa  Vf^1.  adv.  literally  :  lengthwise  and  crosswise  (like  a  texture),  Sansk.  ^Xff  hVcT- 

3  ife?  ^  aiWdvjl  7T  JUT*!? »  WTO?,  s.m.  (^ITWT)  bringing  on,  fetching  (things)  on  the  part  of  the 
Lord ;  ?j<joj  §  supply :  TrfW>  into  the  hand  of  the  servant. 
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"Whatever  is  the  Lord's,  that  is  his  servant's,  the  servant  is  manifest  hy  connexion  with  his  master, 
0  dear ! 

(4).  Who  has  been  dressed  (with  a  dress  of  honour)  by  his  own  Lord : 

He  is  not  called  again  to  render  account. 

Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  for  that  servant,  he  is  a  deep  and  profound  jewel,  0  dear ! 

Najh  ;  mahala  V. 

XIX.  XXVI. 

(1).  All  is  in  the  house  (=  body),  not  outside  (of  it). 

Who  seeks  outside,  he  is  led  astray  by  error. 

"Who  has  found  it  inside  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  he  is  inside  and  outside  happy,  0  dear ! 

(2).  A  stream  of  nectar  is  softly  raining  down. 

The  heart  drinks  it,  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  heard  and  reflected  upon. 

Day  and  night  he  {i.e.  the  disciple)  indulges  in  joy  and  sport,  continually  he  amuses  himself  with 
Hari,"0  dear. 

(3).  He,  who  had  been  separated  through  his  (various)  births,  is  united  (with  Hari). 

By  the  mercy  of  the  holy  one  ( =  the  Guru)  the  dried-up  one  has  become  green. 

He  gets  a  good  conscience,  he  meditates  on  the  name,  having  become  a  disciple  he  is  united  (with 
the  Supreme),  0  dear. 

(4).  As  a  wave  of  water  is  absorbed  (again)  in  water. 

So  light  is  united  (blended)  with  the  luminous  (Supreme). 

Nanak  says :  the  shutters  of  error1  are  cut  down,  there  will  not  be  (made)  again  a  wandering  about,2 
0  dear ! 

Majh ;  mahala  V. 

XX.  XXVII. 

(1).  I  am  a  sacrifice  for  that  (ear),  by  which  thou  art  heard. 

I  am  a  sacrifice  for  that  tongue,  by  which  thou  art  uttered. 

I  devote,  I  devote  myself  to  the  gratuitous  service  of  him,  who  adores  thee  in  soul  and  body, 
0  Lord ! 

(2).  I  will  wash  the  feet  of  him,  who  walks  in  thy  way. 

"With  my  eye  I  will  see  that  merciful  man. 

I  give  my  heart  to  that  friend  of  mine,  who,  having  met  with  the  Guru,  has  obtained  that  Lord, 
0  dear ! 

(3).  They  are  very  fortunate,  by  whom  thou  art  known. 

In  the  midst  of  all  they  are  uncontaminated  and  free  from  worldly  concerns. 

In  the  society  of  the  holy  ones  the  water  of  existence  is  crossed  by  them,  all  the  intoxicated  ones 
are  subjected3  by  them,  0  dear! 

(4).  My  heart  has  fallen  on  their  asylum, 

Having  given  up  (every  other)  expectation,  infatuation  and  darkness. 

May  the  gift  of  the  name  of  that  unattainable,  infathomable  Lord  be  given  to  JSTanak,  0  dear  ! 

1  IpT  f^T^,  the  shutters  of  error  (by  which  error  was  confined  to  the  house)  are  cut  down. 

2  -riOwT  is  very  likely  the  Persian  ^5^ ,  wandering,  straying  about,  which  very  well  agrees  with  3^H  • 

3  ^5  =  Sansk.  3J?J,  p.p.  of  f^,  drunk,  intoxicated.  The  t{J^5  ^3  are:  STP*,  ?t»,  353,  ifcj, 
*hJ°Md-  Tne  Sikh  Granthis  explain  ^3  by  wicked,  an  enemy,  which  is  a  mere  guess,  as  ^3  cannot  be 
derived  from  ^TJ.  ^3,  however,  may  also  be  derived  from  ^^,  causing  pain  (final  d  beingchanged  to  t, 
which  is  frequently  the  case). 
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Majh ;  mahala  V. 
XXI.     XXVIII. 

(1).  Thou  art  the  tree,  thy  branch  has  blossomed.1 

From  (being)  large2  thou  hast  become  small  (minute). 

Thou  art  the  ocean,  thou  art  the  foam,  the  bubble,  without  thee  none  other  is  found,  0  Lord ! 

(2).  Thou  art  the  thread,  thou  art  also  the  beads  (thereof). 

Thou  art  the  knot,  thou  art  the  middle  (connecting)  gem  on  its  head.3 

In  the  beginning,  middle  and  end  (art  thou)  that  Lord,  none  other  is  shown,  0  Lord ! 

(3).  Thou  art  without  qualities  and  endowed  with  all  qualities,  the  giver  of  comfort. 

Thou  art  perfectly  composed,4  sensual  and  given  to  pleasure. 

Thou  thyself  knowest  thy  own  actions,  thou  art  taken  care  of  by  thyself,  0  Lord ! 

(4).  Thou  art  the  master,  thou  thyself  art  also  the  servant. 

Thou  art  hidden,  thou  thyself,  0  Lord,  art  (also)  manifest. 

Eanak,  (thy)  slave  sings  always  thy  praises ;  look  a  little  down  on  me  in  mercy,  0  Lord ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXII.  XXIX. 

(1).  Fruitful  is  that  speech,  by  which  the  praises  of  the  name  (are  uttered). 

Some  rare  one  has  known  it  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 

Blessed  is  that  time,  in  which  there  is  the  song  of  Hari  (and  its)  hearing : '  these  are  approved  of, 
0  dear! 

(2).  Those  eyes  are  a  standard,  by  whom  the  sight  (of  Hari)  is  seen. 

Those  hands  are  good,  by  whom  the  glory  of  Hari  is  written. 

Those  feet  are  beautiful,  which  walk  in  the  way  of  Hari;  I  am  a  sacrifice  for  those,  in  whose  society 
he  (Hari)  is  known,  0  dear ! 

(3).  Hear,  my  sweetheart,  my  beloved  friend ! 

In  the  society  of  the  holy  ones  he  (Hari)  saves  in  a  moment. 

He  cuts  off  the  sins,  the  mind  becomes  pure,  coming  and  going  is  effaced,  0  dear ! 

(4).  Having  joined  both  hands  supplication  should  be  made: 

"  May  in  mercy  the  sinking  stone  be  taken ! "6 

The  Lord  has  become  merciful  to  Kanak  and  the  Lord  has  become  pleasant  to  the  mind  of  Nanak, 
0  dear ! 

Majh ;  mahala  V. 

XXIII.  XXX. 

(1).  A  word  of  nectar  is  thy  word,  0  Hari,  Hari! 

Having  heard,  having  heard  it,  my  final  emancipation  is  effected  (thereby). 

1  The  sense  is :  Thou  art  the  tree,  the  branch  and  flower. 

2  mmj*fl'  is  the  Abl.  Sing.  (Sansk.  Tg&O- 

3  ifc,  s.m.  The  large  middle  gem  of  a  necklace,  in  which  the  two  ends  meet,    firfc?.  Loc,  on  its  (the 
necklace's)  head. 

4  P>dfcltg>  dead  t0  a11  passions  and  agitations.  . 

5  HW3,  *•»*•  a  s<>ng  (Sansk.  *TT*nO !  the  singing  and  hearing  of  the  praises  of  Hari  are  accepted  or 
approved  of,  a  standard,  authority  (Md<clA  =  Sansk.  TTTW)- 

6  The  sense  is  :  May  I,  who  am  sinking  like  a  stone,  be  taken  out  of  the  water  (of  existence). 
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The  burning  is  extinguished,  my  mind  becomes  cool  after  having  obtained  the  sight  of  the  true 
Guru,  0  dear ! 

(2).  Comfort  has  set  in,  pain  has  fled  far  away. 

By  the  tongue  of  the  saints  the  name  of  Hari  is  praised. 

"Water  and  land  is  filled  with  water,  the  ponds  are  quite  full,  no  one  goes  in  vain,  0  dear ! ' 

(3).  That  creator  has  bestowed  his  mercy. 

All  the  living  creatures  are  cherished. 

He  is  kind,  merciful  and  compassionate,  all  are  fully  satiated  (by  him),  0  dear  ! 

(4).  Forest,  grass,  the  three  worlds  are  made  green  by  him. 

In  a  moment  this  was  done  by  the  creator. 

Turning  his  face  towards  the  Guru  Nanak  adores  him,  who  fulfils  the  desire  of  the  heart,  0  dear ! 

Majh  ;  mdhala  V. 

XXIV.  XXXI. 

(1).  Thou  art  my  father,  thou  art  my  mother. 

Thou  art  my  cousin,  thou  art  my  brother. 

Thou  art  my  protector  in  all  places,  then  what  fear  and  grief  (is  to  me),  0  Lord  ! 

(2).  By  thy  mercy  I  have  known  thee. 

Thou  art  my  support,  thou  art  my  trust. 

"Without  thee  there  is  none  other  ;  all  is  thy  play  and  (thy)  arena,  0  Lord  ! 

(3).  All  the  living  creatures  are  made  by  thee. 

"Where,  where  it  pleased  (thee),  there,  there  they  were  placed. 

"Whatever  is  made,  is  thine,  nothing  is  ours,  0  Lord  ! 

(4).  Having  meditated  on  the  name  I  have  obtained  great  comfort. 

Having  sung  the  excellences  of  Hari  my  mind  has  become  refreshed. 

The  perfect  Guru  has  congratulated  me  :  thou,  0  Nanak,  hast  overcome  the  world  ! 2 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXV.  XXXII. 

(1).  Thou,  0  Lord,  art  the  support  of  (my)  soul,  life  and  mind. 

(Thy)  worshipper  lives  by  singing  (thy)  boundless  excellences. 

(Thou  art)  the  repository  of  excellences,  nectar  is  the  name  of  Hari,  having  meditated,  meditated 
on  Hari  I  have  obtained  comfort,  0  Lord ! 

(2).  Thou  espousest  the  desire  (of  him),  who  comes  to  thy  house.3 

In  the  society  of  the  holy  ones  thou  effacest  birth  and  death. 

(His)  wish  and  purpose  become  fulfilled ;  by  the  Guru,  falling  in  with  (him),  thou  art  shown 
OLord! 

(3).  (Thou  art)  unattainable,  inapprehensible,  no  measure  (of  thine)  is  known. 

The  devotees,  ascetics  and  wise  meditate  (on  thee). 

Egotism  (individuality)  is  effaced,  error  has  ceased,  by  the  Guru  thou  art  manifested  (as  being)  even 
in  the  heart. 

1  These  verses  apparently  refer  to  a  full  rainy  season.    Water  and  land,  i.e.  rivers,  lakes,  etc.,  and  the 
dry  ground.     No  one  goes  in  vain,  i.e.  every  one  obtains  his  object,  is  satisfied. 

2  ftPfFWT.  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  corrupted  from  fETftPHTT,  subst.  dim.  of  fqfbRlfT- 

3  It  must  be  read :  ^  Ufft  §  WfT% ;  %  is  here  "  thy,"  and  not  postposition.     If  simply  ur^  ^  be  read 
(as  most  MSS.  do),  the  verse  becomes  unintelligible. 


RAG  MAfa,  mah.  v.,  SABD  XXVI.— XXVIII.  (XXXIII.— XXXV.)  145 

(4).  (Thou  art)  the  repository  of  joy,  blessing  and  welfare. 

Comfort  and  easiness  is  the  praising  of  the  name  of  Hari. 

Be  merciful,  0  Lord,  thy  own  nam^has  come  into  the  house  of  Nanak,  0  Lord ! 

JUajh ;  mahala  V. 

XXVI.  XXXIII. 

(1).  Having  heard,  having  heard  the  information  about  thee  I  live. 
Thou  art  (my)  beloved  Lord,  very  mighty. 
Thy  works  even  thou  knowest,  I  rely  on  thy  support,  0  Gopal ! 
(2).  Singing  thy  praises  (my)  heart  becomes  green  (=  revived). 
Hearing  (thy)  story  I  drop  all  dirt  (=  sins). 

Falling  in  with  the  society  of  the  pious  and  saints  I  always  silently  repeat  (thy  name),  0  merciful 
Lord! 

(3).  I  remember  my  own  Lord  at  every  breath. 

This  method  I  keep  in  my  heart  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 

By  thy  mercy  light  is  made  (in  my  heart),  out  of  kindness  thou  cherishest  all,  0  Lord ! 

(4).  True,  true,  true  is  that  Lord. 

Always,  always,  always  thou  thyself  existest. 

Thy  works  are  manifest,  0  beloved  !  having  seen  them  Hanak  has  become  happy,  0  Lord  ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXVII.  XXXIV. 

(1).  By  (his)  order  rains  have  commenced  to  fall. 

0  dear  friend,  having  joined  the  saints  let  us  silently  repeat  the  name ! 

Coolness,  quietness,  rest,  comfort  is  obtained,  the  Lord  himself  has  bestowed  coolness,  0  dear ! 

(2).  Every  thing  is  abundantly  produced  (by  him). 

Out  of  mercy  all  are  satiated  by  the  Lord. 

Bestow  a  gift,  0  my  donor,  all  living  creatures  are  satiated1  (by  thee),  0  Lord! 

(3).  True  is  the  Lord,  of  a  true  name. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  always  meditate  on  him. 

He  cuts  off  the  fear  of  birth  and  death,  spiritual  ignorance,  grief  and  troubles  are  extinct,  0  dear ! 

(4).  At  every  breath  rTSnak  praises  him. 

By  the  remembrance  of  (his)  name  all  nooses  are  cut  off. 

The  hope  (of  him)  is  fulfilled  in  a  moment,  who  mutters  the  praises  of  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  0  dear ! 

Majh  ;  mahala  V. 

xxvin.   xxxv. 

(1).  Come,  0  pious  sweetheart,  0  beloved  friend ! 

Having  met  together  we  will  sing  the  praises  of  the  unattainable  and  boundless  one  ! 
Those,  who  sing  and  hear  (them),  are  all  emancipated ;  he  should  be  meditated  upon,  by  whom  we 
are  made,  0  dear ! 

(2).  The  sins  of  all  the  (various)  births  (forms  of  existence)  go  off. 

The  fruits,  which  are  desired  by  (thy)  heart,  thou  wilt  obtain  : 

Having  remembered  the  Lord,  that  true  Lord,  (by  whom)  to  every  one  the  daily  bread  is  given,  0  dear ! 

1  ^TV^T.  »■»•  To  be  satiated,  from  the  Sansk.  rp^CrPO.  "'"  being  changed  to  "d"  and  aspirated  at 
the  same  time  by  the  influence  of  r  (SindhI  ST^nST,  dh  having  passed  to  the  cerebral  row  at  the  same  time) 

19 
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(3).  By  him,  who  mutters  the  name,  all  comforts  are  obtained. 

All  fear  is  destroyed,  if  Hari,  Hari  be  meditated  upon. 

By  whom  he  is  served,  he  is  passing  over,  all  his  works  are  done,  0  dear ! 

(4).  I  have  come  and  fallen  on  thy  asylum. 

As  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  so  unite  (me  with  thee) ! 

Out  of  mercy,  0  Lord,  apply  me  to  thy  adoration,  that  Nanak  may  drink  true  nectar,  0  Lord ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXIX.  XXXVI. 

(1).  Govind,  the  Lord,  has  become  merciful. 
The  cloud  rains  in  all  places. 

He  is  compassionate  to  the  poor  and  always  merciful,  coolness  is  bestowed  by  the  creator,  0  dear ! 
(2).  He  cherishes  his  own  creatures: 
As  a  mother  takes  care  of  her  child. 

He  removes  pain,  the  Lord  is  the  ocean  of  comfort,  he  gives  food  to  all,  0  dear ! 
(3).  In  water  and  land  is  omnipresent  the  kind  one. 
I  make  myself  always  a  sacrifice  and  oblation  (for  him). 

Always,  night  and  day,  I  meditate  on  him,  who  in  a  moment  saves  all,  0  dear  ! 
(4).  All  are  protected  by  the  Lord  himself. 
All  sorrows  and  troubles  are  gone  off. 

Muttering  the  name  (my)  heart  and  body  (become)  fresh  (revived),  (if)  the  Lord  look  favourably 
on  ITanak,  0  dear ! 

Majh  ;  mahala  V. 

XXX.  XXXVII. 

(1).  Where  the  name  of  (my)  beloved  Lord  is  muttered : 
Those  places  are  golden  upper-storied  houses. 

"Where  the  name  of  my  Govind  is  not  muttered,  those  cities  become  desolate,  0  dear ! 
(2).  Who  eating  dry  bread  remembers  Hari: 
(On  him)  Hari  looks  in  mercy  inside  and  outside. 

Who,  having  eaten  and  eaten,  commits  wicked  deeds,1  him  consider  an  offspring  of  poison,  0  dear ! 
(3).  Who  shows  no  affection  for  the  saints  : 

Who  commits  misdeeds  with  the  Sakats  (the  worshippers  of  the  Sakti)  : 

By  (that)  ignorant  man  his  (human)  body,  so  difficult  to  be  obtained,  is  thrown  away,  his  own  root 
is  uprooted  by  himself,  0  dear ! 

(4).  0  thou  compassionate  to  the  poor,  (I  flee)  to  thy  asylum  ! 

Thou  art  to  me  the  ocean  of  comfort,  0  Guru  Gopal ! 

Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  that  Nanak  may  sing  (thy)  praises ;  keep  my  honour,  0  Lord ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXXI.     XXXVIII. 

(1).  The  feet  of  the  Lord  are  contained  in  my  heart. 
All  the  troubles  of  the  Kali-yug  have  fled  afar. 

Tranquillity,  ease,  understanding,  contemplation  have  sprung  up,  with  the  holy  ones  is  (my)  dwelling, 
0  Lord ! 

1  TJ^  S?5^  is  not  adjective,  but  the  Format.  Plur.  (instead  of  TSPZ  %35t  &)• 
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(2).  Love  has  sprung  up  (in  me)  and  does  not  break  by  any  means. 

Hari  is  within  and  without  (me)  brimful. 

Eemembering,  remembering,  remembering  (thee)  I  sing  (thy)  praises,  the  noose  of  Yama  is  cut  off 
(by  thee),  0  Lord  ! 

(3).  Nectar  rains  (by)  the  voice1  not  produced  by  beating. 

In  heart  and  body  tranquillity  is  diffused. 

Thy  servants  are  perfectly  satiated,  the  true  Guru  has  comforted  them,  0  Lord  ! 

(4).  Whose  it  was,  he  has  obtained  the  fruit  (of  his  former  works). 

By  the  Lord  he  is  in  mercy  united  with  (himself). 

(His)  coming  and  going  is  stopped ;  Nanak  (says)  :  the  desire  of  the  very  fortunate  one  (thou  art) 
fulfilling,  0  Lord ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXXII.     XXXIX. 

(1).  Rain  has  fallen,  by  the  Lord  it  was  poured  down. 

All  living  creatures  are  allowed  to  dwell  in  comfort. 

The  troubles  are  gone,  comfort  has  set  in,  the  true  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  I  will  remember,  0  Lord ! 

(2).  Whose  they  were,  by  him  they  were  cherished. 

The  Supreme  Brahm  has  become  (their)  protector. 

By  my  Lord  (their)  supplication  was  heard,  (their)  calamity  was  brought  to  an  end  (by  thee),  0  Lord ! 

(3).  To  all  creatures  he  is  giving. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  has  looked  down  in  mercy. 

In  water,  land  and  on  the  face  of  the  earth  all  have  been  satiated  ;  I  will  wash  the  feet  of  the  holy 
one  ( =  the  Guru),  0  Lord ! 

(4).  The  desire  of  the  heart  he  is  bringing  about. 

I  always,  always  sacrifice  myself  (for  him). 

By  the  destroyer  of  pain  a  gift  was  given  to  Nanak ;  thou  gratifiest s  those,  who  are  imbued  with 
love  (to  thee),  0  Lord  ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXXIII.     XL. 

(1).  (My)  heart  and  body  are  thine,  my  wealth  also  is  thine. 

Thou  art  my  master,  owner  and  Lord. 

Life  and  body  are  all  thy  stock,  thine  is  the  strength,  0  Gopal ! 

(2).  Thou  art  always,  always  the  giver  of  comfort. 

Bowing,  bowing  I  fall  down  at  thy  feet. 

I  do  work  (for  thee),  if  I  please  thee  (and)  when  thou  givest  it  to  me,  0  merciful  Lord ! 

(3).  0  Lord,  thou  art  my  credit,3  thou  art  my  deposit. 

What  thou  givest,  that  comfort  I  enjoy. 

Where  thou  puttest  (me),  there  is  paradise,  thou  art  the  cherisher  of  all,  0  Lord ! 

1  fc||cffi  s.f.  voice  or  sound,  not  produced  by  beating  (or  playing)  a  musical  instrument,  but  taking  its 
rise  in  the  dasva  duar. 

2  eF*M66\  (the  causal  of  d*JcNT).  2nd  pers.  sing,  pres.,  instead  of  3*nf?5,  which  is  more  common  in  the 
Granth. 

3  <M>vJcM.  *■»».  Literally  :  what  is  to  be  taken  or  obtained  from  (%)  somebody,  one's  dues,  credit.  d|OC\l 
s.m.  deposit,  pledge  (Sansk.  ^TSf),  which  one  is  to  receive  back. 
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(4).  Bemembering,  remembering  (thee)  Nanak  has  obtained  comfort. 

The  eight  watches  he  sang  thy  praises. 

All  his  desires  were  fulfilled,  he  will  never  be  afflicted,  0  Lord ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXXIV.  XLI. 

(1).  By  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  a  cloud  (containing  rain)  was  sent. 

On  water,  land,  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  on  the  ten  regions  he  made  it  rain. 

Tranquillity  (of  mind)  has  sprung  up,  all  thirst  is  quenched,  in  all  places  joy  is  spread,  0  dear ! 

(2).  The  giver  of  comfort,  the  remover  of  pain  (is  he). 

He  himself  bestows  gifts  on  all  living  creatures. 

He  himself  cherishes  his  own  creatures ;  falling  at  his  feet  I  will  conciliate  (him),  0  dear ! 

(3).  By  falling  on  whose  asylum  salvation  is  obtained : 

The  name  of  (that)  Hari  should  at  every  breath  be  meditated  upon ! 

"Without  him  there  is  no  other  Lord,  all  places  are  his,  0  dear ! 

(4).  Thou  art  my  trust,  0  Lord,  even  thou. 

Thou  art  the  true  Lord,  weighty  with  excellences. 

Nanak,  (thy)  slave,  says  (this)  supplication  :  the  eight  watches  I  meditate  on  thee,  0  Lord  ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXXV.  XLII. 

(1).  All  comforts  have  sprung  up,  the  Lord  is  pleased. 
The  feet  of  the  perfect  Guru  are  dwelling  in  (my)  heart. 

Understanding,  deep  meditation  springs  up ;  (in  whose)  heart  is  absorbedness  of  mind,  he  knows 
that  sentiment,  0  dear ! 

(2).  Unattainable,  inapprehensible  is  my  Lord. 

In  every  body  he  dwells  near. 

The  donor  of  the  living  beings  is  always  distinct ; 1  some  rare  one  knows  his  own  self,  0  dear  ! 

(3).  This  is  the  sign  of  being  united  with  the  Lord : 

(If)  in  his  heart  he  knows  (only)  one  true  order  (command). 

He  is  easily  content  and  always  satisfied,  his  joy  is  in  the  will  of  the  Lord,  0  dear ! 

(4).  By  the  Lord,  the  giver,  (his)  hand  was  given  (to  me). 

All  the  diseases  of  birth  and  death  are  done  away. 

Nanak  is  made  by  the  Lord  his  own  slave,  by  the  praise  of  Hari  he  enjoys  pleasure,  0  dear ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 
XXXVI.     XLIII. 

(1).  Gopal,  the  Lord,  has  bestowed  mercy  (on  me). 

The  feet  of  the  Guru  dwell  in  (my)  heart. 

That  creator  has  espoused  (me)  as  his  own,  the  tabernacle  of  pain  is  pulled  down  (by  him),  0  dear ! 

(2).  In  (my)  heart  and  body  is  settled  that  True  one. 

Not  any  difficult  place  is  seen. 

The  messengers  (of  Yama),  (my)  enemies  have  become  (my)  friends,  the  one  Lord  is  praised  (by 
me),  0  dear ! 

1  The  sense  is :  the  Supreme  abides  in  every  body,  but  distinct  from  it,  not  mixed  up  with  it.     Some  rare 
one  knows  that  the  Supreme  abides  in  his  own  self  (or  body)  and  yet  is  distinct  from  it. 
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(3).  "Whatever  he  does,  that  (he  does)  himself  (alone). 
By  (human)  wisdom  and  cleverness  nothing  is  produced.1 

He  himself  assists  his  own  saints,  hy  the  Lord  (their)  error  and  mistake  are  taken  away,  0  dear ! 
(4).  The  lotus  of  the  foot  is  the  support  of  (his)  people. 
(All)  the  eight  watches  (their)  occupation  is  with  the  name  of  Ram. 

In  comfort  and  joy  they  sing  the  praises  of  Govind,  the  Lord ;  all  (his  saints)  are  taken  care  of  (by 
him),  0  dear ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXXVII.  XLIV. 

(1).  That  is  a  true  house,  in  which  the  True  one  is  meditated  upon. 
That  heart  is  happy,  in  which  the  praises  of  Hari  are  sung. 

That  country  is  beautiful,  in  which  dwell  the  people  of  Hari,  (who  are)  a  sacrifice  to  the  gratuitous 
service  of  the  true  name,  0  dear ! 

(2).  The  greatness  (and)  value  (of)  the  True  one  is  not  obtained8  (by  man). 
(His)  power  and  works  cannot  be  told. 

Thy  people  live,  meditating,  meditating  (upon  thee),  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  this  heart's 
trust,  0  Lord ! 

(3).  The  praising  of  tbe  True  one  is  obtained  by  a  great  destiny. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  praises  of  Hari  are  sung. 

Those  who  are  imbued  with  love  to  thee,  please  thee,  (whose)  aim  is  the  true  name,  0  Lord ! 
(4).  Nobody  knows  the  end  of  the  True  one. 
In  every  place  is  that  True  one. 

0  Nanak !  the  True  one  should  always  be  meditated  upon,  (who  is)  acquainted  with  the  heart  and 
,  knowing  (all),  0  dear  ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

XXXVIII.  XLV. 
(1).  (That)  night  is  beautiful,  (that)  day  is  pleasant : 

(In  which)  there  is  a  meeting  with  the  saints  in  muttering  the  nectar-name. 

Where  the  ghari,  the  muhurta,  the  pal3  pass  in  remembrance  (of  the  name),  there  life  is  fruitful, 
0  dear ! 

(2),  By  remembrance  of  the  name  all  sins  are  taken  off. 

Inside  and  outside  is  the  Lord  Hari  with  (them). 

Fear  and  error  are  removed  by  the  perfect  Guru,  he  (i.e.  Hari)  is  seen  in  all  places,  0  dear ! 

(3).  The  Lord  is  powerful,  great,  high,  boundless. 

His  store-rooms  are  filled  with  the  name  (containing)  the  nine  treasures. 

At  the  beginning,  at  the  end,  in  the  midst  is  that  Lord ;  do  not  compare  (him)4  with  another,  0  dear ! 

(4).  0  my  compassionate  to  the  poor,  bestow  mercy  (on  me) ! 

The  beggar  asks  the  dust  of  the  pious. 

Give  the  gift,  (which)  Nanak  thy  servant  asks,  that  I  may  always,  always  meditate  (on  thee),  0  Lord ! 

1  rTT\(',  Sindhi  STTtnjT,  to  be  produced.     Arjun  uses  many  words  which  are  preserved  in  SindhI  only. 

2  i.e.  Found  out  or  apprehended. 

3  The  ghari  is,  as  pointed  out  already,  twenty-four  minutes,  the  muhurta  forty-eight  minutes,  and  the  pal 
the  sixtieth  part  of  a  ghari  (TsffZ^iT)- 

4  7^  35%  35  Sfc'l' y^.  ?5%,  near  to,  is  originally  the  Formative  (Locative)  of  ib^  \  =  Sansk.  ?J^J, 
clinging  to,  sticking  to,  contact  with  ;  literally :  do  not  bring  (him)  in  contact  with  another,  i.e.  do  not  com- 
pare him  with  another. 
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Mtijh;  makald  V. 

XXXIX.     XLVI. 

(1).  Here  (=in  this  world)  thou  art,  onwards  (=in  the  other  world)  thou  thyself  art. 

All  living  creatures  are  fashioned  by  thee. 

"Without  thee  there  is  none  other ;  0  creator,  thou  art  my  refuge  and  support,  0  Lord ! 

(2).  (My)  tongue  lives  by  muttering,  muttering  (the  name  of)  the  Lord, 

The  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  heart. 

By  whom  he  is  served,  he  obtains  comfort,  he  does  not  lose  his  human  birth  in  the  play,1  0  dear ! 

(3).  That  servant  of  thine,  who  has  obtained  the  medicine  of  the  name, 

Has  removed  the  sickness  of  his  several  births. 

Sing  the  praise  of  Hari  day  and  night !  this  is  a  fruitful  work,  0  dear  ! 

(4).  Looking  down  in  mercy  his  servant  is  accomplished  (by  him). 

"Within  every  body  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  worshipped. 

Without  the  One  there  is  none  other ;  Baba  Nanak  (says) :  this  (contains)  all  wisdom,  0  dear ! 

Majh;  rnahala  V. 
XL.     XLVII. 

(1).  My  heart  and  body  are  attached  to  (my)  beloved  Bam. 

All  my  property  shall  be  devoted  and  given  (to  him). 

The  eight  watches  the  praises  of  Govind  shall  be  sung,  may  he  not  be  forgotten  one  breath,  0 
dear! 

(2).  He  is  my  sweetheart,  my  beloved  friend. 

In  the  society  of  the  piou3  the  name  of  Ram  is  reflected  upon  (by  me). 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  ocean  is  crossed,  the  noose  of  Yama  is  cut  off,  0  dear ! 

(3).  The  four  objects2  (are  to  be  obtained)  by  the  service  of  Hari. 

The  tree  of  paradise3  (is  obtained)  by  muttering  the  invisible  and  indivisible  one. 

Lust,  wrath,  (all)  sins  are  cut  off  by  the  Guru,  the  desire  is  fulfilled,  0  dear ! 

(4).  Which  man's  destiny  has  become  full  :4 

He  falls  in  with  the  bow-holder  (Vishnu)  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Nanak  (says) :  in  whose  heart  the  name  dwells,  his  married  state  (or)  retiredness  from  the  world  is 
approved,  0  dear ! 

Majh;  mahalu  V. 
XLI.     XLVIII. 

(1).  By  remembrance  of  the  name  comfort  is  obtained  in  the  heart. 
Out  of  mercy  it  {i.e.  the  name)  is  manifested  to  (his)  devotees. 

Having  joined  the  saints  Hari,  Hari  is  silently  repeated  (by  them),  the  diseases  of  sloth  are  extinct, 
0  dear ! 

(2).  In  whose  house  the  nine  treasures  of  Hari  are,  0  brother ! 

(Know) :  to  him  they  accrue,  whose  gain  (they  are)  from  a  former  birth  : 

1  The  iJT>{T>  s-m-  dice-gambling,  is  the  world,  where  life  is  won  or  lost. 

2  The  four  objects  of  human  pursuit  are  :  Xff{,  virtue  ;  cfiTJf,  love  ;  m^f,  wealth  ;  jf^f,  final  emancipa- 
tion.    They  are  usually  called  i|rl«(1. 

3  VldTU3  (*Trf^5JT?T)>  one  of  the  five  trees  of  a  paradise,  from  which  every  wish  may  be  obtained. 

*  3|c"l  TJcTCS  3^»  whose  lots  have  become  full,  i.e.  who  has  met  with  his  full  deserts,  who  has  reaped 
the  full  fruit  of  his  former  works. 
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(His)  divine  knowledge  and  meditation  the  Lord  is  making  full;  the  Lord  is  able  to  do  all  things, 
0  dear ! 

(3).  In  a  moment  he  establishes  and^removes  (again). 

He  himself  is  for  himself,  he  himself  is  the  expansion  (of  the  universe).1 

He  who  gives  life  to  the  world  is  not  contaminated,3  by  seeing  his  sight  separations  cease,8  0 
dear! 

(4).  Putting  it  into  the  hem  of  his  garment  he  causes  the  whole  creation  to  cross  (=he  saves  it). 

He  himself  causes  his  own  name  to  be  muttered. 

The  Guru  is  the  boat,  by  his  mercy  he  obtains  it,  (says)  Nanak,  who  from  the  beginning  has  union 
with  him,  0  dear  ! 

Mujh ;  mahala  V. 
XLII.     XLIX. 

(1).  He  is  the  cause  (causality),  who  himself  causes  to  be  done  (all  things). 
That  is  a  good  place,  where  he  puts  down. 

He  is  clever,  he  is  famous,  to  whom  the  command  (of  the  Lord)  is  sweet,  0  dear ! 
(2).  The  whole  (creation)  is  strung  (by  him)  in  one  thread.4 
Whom  he  (himself)  applies  (to  them),  he  clings  to  his  feet. 

Whose  lotus  (heart),  being  raised  upwards  has  opened,  he  sees  him,  who  is  free  from  all  contamina- 
tion,6 0  dear ! 

(3).  Thy  greatness  even  thou  knowest. 

Thou  thyself  knowest  thy  own  self. 

I  am  a  sacrifice  for  thy  saints,  by  whom  lust,  wrath  and  covetousness  are  ground  down,  0  Lord ! 

'(4).  Thou  art  without  enmity,  thy  saints  are  without  spot. 

Seeing  whom  all  sins"  go  off. 

Eanak  lives  meditating,  meditating  (on  thee),  (his)  error  is  destroyed,  his  fear  ground  down,  0  Lord  ! 

Mujh;  mahala  V. 

XLIII.     L. 

(1).  If  one  asks  a  false  petition  : 

His  death  is  not  put  off  for  twenty-four  minutes. 

He,  who  always  serves  the  Supreme  Brahm,  he,  having  met  with  the  Guru,  is  to  be  called  im- 
movable. 

(2).  In  whose  heart  love  and  attachment  (to  Hari)  have  sprung  up  : 

He  sings  day  by  day  his  praises,  and  is  continually  awake. 

The  Lord,  having  seized  his  arm,  unites  him  (with  himself),  on  whose  forehead  the  allotment  (is 
written). 

1  T2°T?^'  existing  for  himself  or  by  himself,  separate  from  the  world  and  at  the  same  time  being  the 
Vjmdl  >  the  expansion  of  the  world.     Or  in  philosophic  language :  he  is  transcendental  and  immanent. 

2  Sv>  contamination  by  contact  with  the  world ;  the  Supreme  is  the  5ffl^fa«f ,  the  life  of  the  world, 
but  not  mixed  up  with  the  world  and  thereby  contaminated. 

3  The  sense  is :  though  the  Supreme  is  not  mixed  up  with  the  world  so  as  to  be  identical  with  the  world 
(gross  Pantheism),  yet  those  who  have  got  a  sight  of  him  (have  known  him)  know,  that  they  are  not  separated 
from  him. 

1  The  sense  is :  the  Supreme  is  the  thread,  on  which  all  is  strung  (as  beads). 

5  M6^i  (AJtIA,  free  from  all  contamination  (by  contact  with  the  world),  or  free  from  all  darkness. 

6  S/W+JW  is  the  same  as  Qwfefcf  (f%f^W)>  sin- 
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(3).  The  lotus  of  the  foot  (of  Hari)  dwells  in  the  heart  of  (his)  devotees. 

Without  the  Lord  all  are  -wretched. 

(Who)  continually  desire  the  dust  of  the  saints,  (to  them)  the  name  of  the  True  one  is  a  pledge. 

(4).  In  rising  and  sitting  down  Hari,  Hari  should  he  sung  (=praised). 

By  whose  remembrance  an  immovable  boon  is  obtained. 

0  Lord,  become  merciful  to  Nanak  !  what  thou  doest,  (I)  endure. 


BAG  MAJH.     ASTPADIS. 

Mahalii  I. ;   Ghar  I. 

Om  !   By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I. 

(1).  By  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  {i.e.  Hari)  imbues  with  love  (to  him),  by  his  order  he  prepares1 
(the  disciples). 

He  calls  (them)  to  the  true  court  and  palace. 

0  my  true  Lord,  compassionate  to  the  poor,  in  (thee)  the  True  one  my  heart  is  believing ! 

Pause. 

1  am  a  sacrifice,  0  Lord,  I  am  a  sacrifice,  for  the  beautiful  word  (of  the  Guru) ! 2 

(Thy)  nectar-name  is  always  giving  comfort,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  thou  art  establishing  it 
in  (my)  heart ! 

(2).  No  one  is  mine  nor  am  I  any  one's. 

My  true  Lord  is  in  the  three  worlds. 

Given  to  egotism  many3  people  depart,  having  practised  vices  they  regret  it  (afterwards). 

(3).  Who  knows  his  order,  he  praises  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

By  the  work  of  the  Guru  he  meditates  on  the  name. 

At  the  gate  (of  Hari)  account  (is  taken)  from  all,  he  is  let  off,  who  is  shining  by  the  true  name. 

(4).  The  self-willed  one  goes  astray  and  gets  no  place  (with  Hari). 

Being  bound  he  is  struck  in  his  face  at  the  gate  of  Tama. 

Without  the  name  no  one  is  a  companion  with  (him) ;  the  emancipated  ones  are  meditating  on  the 
name. 

(5).  To  the  false  Sakat  the  True  one  is  not  pleasing. 

Bound  by  duality  he  comes  and  goes. 

The  written  destiny  no  one  effaces;  the  disciple  he  {i.e.  Hari)  causes  to  be  emancipated. 

(6).  In  her  father's  house  her  beloved  was  not  known  (by  her). 

Separated  (from  him)  by  falsehood  she  weeps  with  sighs. 

Wretched  (robbed)  by  vices  she  does  not  obtain  the  palace  (of  Hari) ;  forgiveness  for  vices  must  be 
procured  by  virtues. 

(7).  By  whom  in  her  father's  house  the  beloved  is  known  : 

1  *\  M I H  =  *1  <4 1 3  .  be  prepares,  he  accomplishes  the  disciples  by  uniting  them  to  himself,  by  final  emanci- 
pation. 

2  ♦<*)(<.  *10  1«g(cVin  might  also  be  translated :  by  the  word  I  am  shining,  lustrous. 

3  Uf^jt,  supply  fyHfe- 
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That  (female)  disciple  understands  (the  truth),  on  the  true  Being  (Deity)  she  reflects. 

Her  coming  and  going  are  brought  to  a  stop,  she  is  absorbed  in  the  true  name. 

(8).  The  disciple  comprehends  (him,«who)  is  called  inexpressible. 

To  the  true  one  the  true  Lord  is  pleasing. 

Nanak  says  a  true  word :  who  is  united  with  the  True  one,  he  sings  his  praises. 

Majh;  mahala  III.;    Gharl. 
I.     II. 

(1).  (Whose)  destiny  it  is,  (him)  the  true  Guru  unites  (with  Hari). 

He  applies  his  mind  to  the  service  (of  Hari),  to  the  remembrance  (of  the  name  of  Hari),  and  to  the 
word  (of  the  Guru). 

Having  continually  destroyed  his  egotism,  comfort  is  obtained  (by  him),  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya 
has  ceased.1 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  Lord,  I  am  devoted,  I  am  a  sacrifice  (to  them,  who  are)  devoted  to  the  true  Guru. 

By  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  light  has  been  made  (in  their)  heart,  day  by  day  (they  are)  singing  the 
praises  of  Hari. 

(2).  If  he  search  (his)  body  and  heart,  then  he  obtains  the  name. 

He  keeps  back  busy  stirring2  and  checks  it. 

Day  by  day  he  sings  the  word  of  the  Guru,  easily  he  is  making  adoration  (to  Hari). 

(3).  "Within  this  body  is  an  incalculable  thing. 

If  from  the  mouth  of  the  Guru  the  True  one  be  obtained,  then  it  is  seen. 

There  are  nine  gates  (to  the  body),  in  the  tenth3  he  is  emancipated  and  causes  the  unbeaten  sound 
to  be  sounded. 

(4).  True  is  the  Lord,  of  a  true  name. 

Who  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  causes  him  to  dwell  in  (his)  heart : 

He  remains  day  by  day  and  continually  imbued  with  his  love,  and  obtains  acuteness  of  mind  at  the 
true  gate. 

(5).  Who  has  not  got  knowledge  of  sin  and  religious  merit : 

She  clings  to  duality  and  is  led  astray  by  error. 

Blind  by  ignorance  she  does  not  know  the  way,  again  and  again  she  comes  and  goes. 

(6).  From  the  service  of  the  Guru  comfort  is  always  obtained. 

"I,"  "I,"  "mine,"  is  stopped. 

By  the  discourse  of  the  Guru  darkness  is  blotted  out,  the  shutters,  hard  like  adamant,  he  (the  Guru) 
is  opening.    ' 

(7).  Having  destroyed  egotism  (individuality)  he  (Hari)  is  established  in  the  mind. 

The  mind  is  always  directed  on  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  heart  and  body  are  pure,  (it  is)  meditating  on  the  pure  name. 

(8).  Life  and  death  (rest)  all  with  thee. 

On  whom  thou  bestowest  (thy  favour),  to  him  thou  givest  greatness. 

Eanak  (says) :  Meditate  thou  always  on  the  name,  thou  art  (thus)  adjusting1  (thy)  birth  and  death. 

1  t*oj|tcfo*WT>  tne  last  tnfee  syllables,  ^feWTi  are  a  mere  alliteration,  without  any  meaning,  as  the 
whole  cannot  be  taken  here  as  verbal  adjective. 

2  TJT^5  s.m.,  Sansk.  TsTTfarf ,  busy  stirring,  running  after  the  things  of  this  world  (the  same  as  H^f%). 

3  He  who  concentrates  the  vital  air  or  breath  in  the  tenth  gate  (from  which  the  soul  takes  its  flight  from 
the  body)  is  already  emancipated  and  hears  there  the  Om. 

4  The  sense  is :  thou  art  putting  a  stop  to. 

20 
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Miljh;  mahala  III. 

II.  III. 

(1).  My  Lord  is  spotless,  unattainable,  boundless. 

"Without  scales  be  weighs  the  world. 

Who  becomes  a  disciple,  he  comprehends  (him),  having  recited  (his)  qualities  he  is  absorbed  in  him, 
who  is  endowed  with  (all)  qualities. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  I  am  devoted  (to  them),  0  Lord,  who  make  the  name  of  Hari  dwell  in  (their)  heart. 

Those  who  stick  to  the  True  one  are  daily  awake,  at  the  true  gate  they  obtain  lustre. 

(2).  He  himself  hears  and  he  himself  sees. 

On  whom  he  bestows  a  favourable  look,  that  man  is  of  account. 

Whom  he  himself  applies  to  (himself),  he  is  applied,  the  disciple  is  acquiring  the  True  one. 

(3).  Whom  he  himself  leads  astray,  where  will  he  obtain  a  (helping)  hand  ? 

What  is  written  before,  that  cannot  be  effaced. 

With  whom  the  true  Guru  has  met,  they  are  very  fortunate,  on  account  of  (their)  perfect  destiny  he 
is  uniting  (them  with  Hari). 

(4).  In  her  father's  house  the  woman  was  daily  asleep. 

She  is  forgotten  by  her  beloved  (husband),  on  account  of  her  vice  she  is  sent  away. 

Daily  and  continually  she  goes  about  lamenting,  without  her  beloved  she  gets  no  sleep. 

(5).  Who  has  known  in  her  father's  house  the  giver  of  comfort : 

She,  having  destroyed  egotism,  has  recognized  him  from  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(Her)  bed  is  pleasant,  her  beloved  she  always  enjoys,  she  is  making  true  love  (to  him). 

(6).  Eighty-four  lakhs  of  living  beings  have  been  produced. 

On  whom  he  (Hari)  bestows  a  glance  of  favour,  him  he  makes  fall  in  with  the  Guru. 

He  cuts  off  his  sins,  his  servant  is  always  pure,  at  the  true  gate  he  is  shining  (lustrous)  by  the  name. 

(7).  If  he  asks  account,  by  whom  is  it  given  ? 

There  is  no  happiness  also  the  second  and  third  (time). 

The  true  Lord  himself  pardons,  he  himself  having  pardoned  is  uniting  (them  with  himself). 

(8).  He  himself  does  (everything)  and  causes  it  to  be  done  (by  others). 

By  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru  he  causes  (people)  to  be  united  (with  himself).1 

Nanak  (says) :  (who)  obtains  the  greatness  of  the  name,  (him)  he  himself  is  uniting  to  union  (with 
himself). 

Miljh;  mahala  III. 

III.  IV. 
(1).  He  himself,  the  only  One,  goes  about  concealed.2 

When  (by)  the  disciple  he  is  seen,  then  this  (human)  mind  is  changed. 

Having  abandoned  (worldly)  thirst  he  obtains  ease  and  comfort,  the  One  is  established  (by  him)  in 
his  heart. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  I  am  devoted  (to  them),  0  Lord,  (who  are)  applying  (their)  mind  to  the  only  One. 

By  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  (their)  mind  has  come  to  the  house  of  the  (only)  One,3  (who  is)  colouring 
(them)  with  true  colour.4 

1  The  primary  cause  of  union  with  Hari  is  he  himself  and  the  instrumental  cause  the  Guru. 

2  The  sense  is  :  the  Absolute  Being  is  underlying  everything,  but  not  visibly. 

3  The  sense  of  urfg  JtflGcM,  to  come  to  the  house  of  any  one,  is :  to  become  intimately  connected. 

4  Colouring  with  true  colour  =  steeping  or  imbuing  with  true  love. 
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(2).  This  world  is  gone  astray,  by  thyself  it  is  led  astray. 
Having  forgotten  the  One  it  has  become  attached  to  another. 

Daily  and  continually  it  goes  aboutjBbeing  led  astray  by  error,  without  the  name  it  suffers  pain. 
(3).  Who  are  in  love  with  the  disposer  of  the  destiny : 
They  are  known  in  the  four  ages  by  the  service  of  the  Guru  (=  God). 
To  whom  he  himself  gives  greatness,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 
(4).  On  account  of  the  spiritual  blindness  caused  by  the  Maya  he1  does  not  think  of  Hari. 
Being  bound  he  (Hari)  makes  him  suffer  pain  in  the  city  of  Tama. 

He  is  blind  and  deaf  and  sees  nothing ;  (this)  self-willed  (man)  is  consumed  on  account  of  his  sin. 
(5).  Who,  being  imbued  with  one  love,  apply  deep  meditation  on  thyself : 
They  are  agreeable  to  thy  mind  by  their  love  and  devotion. 

Who  always  serve  the  true  Guru,  the  giver  of  comfort,  all  their  wishes  thou  thyself  art  fulfilling. 
(6).  0  Hari,  (I  am)  always  in  thy  asylum ! 
Thou  thyself  pardonest  and  givest  greatness. 

Death  does  not  come  near  him,  who  is  meditating  on  tbe  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 
(7).  Who  are  day  by  day  steeped  in  the  love2  of  Hari : 
They  are  united  by  my  Lord,  united  to  union  (with  himself). 

The  true  ones  are  continually  in  thy  asylum,  thou  thyself  art  teachin  g  them  the  truth  (or :  the  True  one) . 
(8).  By  whom  the  True  one  is  known,  they  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 
They  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari,  they  praise  the  True  one. 

Nanak  (says) :  (those  who  are)  attached  to  the  name,  (are)  Bairagis,  in  their  own  house  they  apply 
themselves  to  deep  meditation. 

Majh;  mahala  III. 
IV.    V. 
(1).  Who  dies  by  the  word  (instruction  of  the  Guru),  he,  being  dead,  is  born  (again,  anew). 
Death  does  not  press  him  down,  pain  does  not  torment  him. 

Light,  being  blended  with  the  Luminous  (Supreme  Being),  is  absorbed  (in  him),  the  mind,  having 
heard  (the  word  of  the  Guru),  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  (to  them,  who)  from  the  name  of  Hari  obtain  lustre. 
Serving  the  true  Guru  (their)  mind  is  applied  to  the  True  one,  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  they  are 
easily  absorbed. 

(2).  (Her)  body  is  raw  and  wears  raw  clothing. 

Clinging  to  another  (but  God)  she  does  not  attain  the  palace  (of  Hari). 

Day  by  day,  quickly,  and  day  and  night  she  goes  about,  without  the  beloved  she  incurs  much  pain. 

(3).  Body  and  caste  do  not  go  onward  (to  the  other  world). 

Where  account  is  asked,  there  she  is  set  free,  who  acquires  the  True  one. 

Those,  who  serve  the  true  Guru,  are  blessed  here  and  there,  they  are  absorbed  in  the  name. 

(4).  Who  with  fear  and  faith  shows  love  (to  him) : 

She  attains  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  palace  and  house  (of  Hari). 

Daily  and  always,  by  day  and  night,  he  (Hari)  dallies  (with  her),  he  is  applying  (to  her)  colour  of  majith.3 

1  The  subject  is  TT^Ttr  • 

2  3T&=3Tfe  ~3f$>  steeped  in  love. 

a  Wftfe  B3T>  colour  or  dye  made  from  majith  («/.),  a  red  dye,  that  does  not  go  off.    The  sense  is :  he 
steeps  her  in  true  love. 
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(5).  The  beloved  is  always  abiding  with.  all. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  casts  some  glance  of  favour. 

My  Lord  is  far  higher  than  high,  bestowing  mercy  he  himself  is  uniting  (with  himself). 

(6).  By  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  the  world  has  fallen  asleep. 

From  whom  the  sleep1  (comes),  he  awakes  (it),  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  is  imparting4 
sagacity  of  mind  (to  the  world). 

(7).  Who  drinks  nectar,3  he  removes  (his)  error. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  obtains  final  emancipation. 

Who  is  given  to  devotion  is  always  a  Bairagl ;  who  destroys  his  own  self,  (him)  he  (Hari)  is  uniting 
(with  himself).4 

(8).  He  himself  produces  (the  creatures)  and  puts  (them)  into  their  occupation. 

To  the  eighty-four  lakhs  of  (living  creatures)  he  himself  gives  their  daily  bread. 

Nanak  (says) :  those,  who  meditate  on  the  name,  are  attached  to  the  True  one  ;  what  is  pleasing  to 
him,  that  work  he  causes  to  be  done, 

Hajh;  mahala  III, 
V.     VI. 

(1).  Within  (the  body)  a  diamond  and  a  ruby  are  made  (by  Hari). 
By  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  (Hari)  causes  examination  (of  it)  to  be  made. 

In  (whose)  lap  the  True  one  is  (and  who)  praise  the  True  one,  (to  them)  the  True  one  is  applying 
the  touchstone. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  fix  the  word  of  the  Guru  in  (their)  hearts. 

In  the  instruction6  of  the  Guru  he,  who  is  void  of  all  darkness,  is  obtained  (by  them) ;  the  Luminous 
one  is  blending  light  (with  himself). 

(2).  Within  the  body  is  a  large  outlay  (of  things). 

The  pure  name  is  very  unattainable  and  boundless. 

He,  who  becomes  a  disciple,  obtains  it ;  he  himself  (Hari)  bestows  and  procures  it, 

(3).  My  Lord  makes  fast  the  True  one  (in  me). 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  applies  (my)  mind  to  the  True  one. 

He  who  is  truer  than  true,  exists  in  all  places,  the  true  ones  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(4).  Fearless  and  true  is  my  beloved  (Lord). 

Sins  and  vices  he  is  cutting  off. 

(By  whom)  he  is  reflected  upon  in  love  and  affection,  him  he  is  causing  to  be  made  firm  in  (his) 
fear,  love  and  attachment. 

(5).  Thy  worship  is  true,  if  it  is  pleasing  to  (thee),  the  True  one. 

1  m~[  is  here  subst.  m.  sleep  (^TfT)- 

2  HlOcVI  (in^fSUfT)  implies  the  same  subject  as  tTPTI^.  it  must  therefore  be  causal  of  V^OT 
(l|rH)>  to  fall,  to  be  allotted. 

3  WfV-©.  s.m.  nectar  (from  3WcT,  m.  being  changed  to  v  and  thence,  to  p,  and  t  being  elided). 

4  But  it  is  perhaps  better  to  retain  the  same  subject  for  the  whole  sentence  and  to  translate :  he  who 
destroys  his  own  self,  is  obtaining  (f^MHsfeWT)  it  (i-e.  the  ^J|fe).  As  no  subject  is  indicated,  it  is  difficult 
to  say  which  is  meant. 

5  itfrTS,  literally:  collyrium  for  the  eyes;  fig.,  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  considered  as  a  means  to 
sharpen  the  (spiritual)  eyes.  There  is  a  play  of  words  between  *tfrJ7S  and  f/>d-r|A,  which  cannot  be  rendered 
in  English. 
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Thou  thyself  givest  (it)  and  dost  not  repent  (of  it). 

(Thou  art)  the  only  donor  of  all  living  creatures ;  having  destroyed  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (thou 
art)  vivifying  (again).  m 

(6).  0  Hari,  without  thee  I  have  not  any  one ! 

0  Hari,  thee  I  serve  and  thee  I  praise  ! 

Do  thyself  unite  (me  with  thyself),  0  true  Lord!  by  a  perfect  destiny  thou  art  obtained. 
(7).  I  have  none  other  like  thee. 
By  thy  favourable  look  the  body  is  prospering. 

Who  day  by  day  remembers  and  keeps  (thee)  in  mind,  (him)  thou  protectest,  0  Hari !  the  disciple 
is  easily  absorbed  (in  thee). 

(8).  Like  thee  I  have  none  other. 

By  thyself  (creation)  is  made,  by  thyself  destroyed. 

Thou  thyself  art  forming  and  breaking  (again) ;  Nanak  is  shining  (=  becomes  lustrous)  by  the  name. 

Majh;  mahala  III. 

VI.     VII, 
(1).  Everybody  he  himself  is  enjoying. 
The  unattainable,  boundless  one  is  present  invisibly. 

(By  whom)  my  Lord  Hari  is  meditated  upon  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  he  is  easily  absorbed 
in  the  True  one. 

Pause. 

1  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who  are)  fixing  the  word  of  the  Guru  in  (their)  heart. 
(When)  the  word  is  understood,  then  they  fight  with  (their)  mind,  having  destroyed  (their  worldly) 

desires  they  are  absorbed  (in  the  Supreme). 

(2).  The  five  drunken  ones1  rob  the  world. 

The  blind  self-willed  man  takes  no  notice  nor  care  (of  it). 

He  who  becomes  a  disciple,  watches  his  own  house,  the  five  drunken  ones  he  consumes  (destroys) 
by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(3).  Some  disciples  are  always  steeped  in  true  colour  (love). 

Easily  they  serve  the  Lord,  being  daily  intoxicated  (in  his  love). 

Having  met  with  their  beloved  they  sing  the  praises  of  the  True  one  and  obtain  lustre  at  the  gate 
of  Hari. 

(4).  Eirst  by  the  One  his  own  self  was  produced. 

Secondly  duality,2  (and  thirdly)  the  threefold  Maya. 

The  fourth  step  is  the  high  (step)  of  the  disciple,8  (in  which)  he  is  acquiring  the  perfectly  True  one. 

(5).  He  is  quite  true,  who  is  pleasing  to  the  True  one. 

By  whom  the  True  one  is  known,  he  is  easily  absorbed  (in  him). 

It  is  the  work  (business)  of  the  disciple  that  he  serve  the  True  one,  (and)  in  the  True  one  he  is 
(then)  absorbed. 

1  "^3,  see  p.  142,  note  3. 

2  ^{\|m,  duality;  by  creation  the  subject  (God)  became  object.  First  the  subtle  elements  were  pro- 
duced, and  thence  the  Maya,  the  illusive  world.  Whatever  is  created,  is  pervaded  by  the  three  Gunas  (Sato, 
Rajo,  Tamo).  In  the  first  elementary  creation  the  three  Gunas  were  in  equipoise,  but  in  the  grosser  creation 
the  Gunas  are  distributed  unequally. 

3  ffQfcft  iiQjft,  the  fourth  step  or  state  (Sansk.  ]p(tef),  that  of  complete  abstraction  from  without  and 
absorption  in  the  Deity,  so  that  the  consciousness  of  individuality  is  lost. 
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(6).  Without  the  True  one  there  is  none  other. 
The  world,  clinging  to  another  one,  is  wasted  and  dead. 

He,  who  becomes  a  disciple,  knows  the  (only)  One,  serving  the  (only)  One  he  obtains  comfort. 
(7).  All  living  creatures  are  in  thy  asylum. 

Thou  thyself,  putting  (them)  down,  seest  all  the  rough  and  perfect  chess-figures. 
Day  by  day  thou  thyself  causest  the  work  to  be  done  (by  them),  thou  thyself  unitest  to  union  (with 
thyself). 

(8).  Thou  thyself  joinest  (them  to  thee)  and  seest  (them)  in  (thy)  presence. 

In  all  thou  thyself  art  brimful. 

Nanak  (says)  :  he  himself  abides  (in  them) ;  the  disciple  gets  brightness  of  intellect. 

Ifqjh;  mahala  III. 

VII.     VIII. 

(1).  The  nectar-speech  of  the  Guru  is  sweet. 
Some  rare  disciple  has  tasted  and  seen  it. 

In  (his)  heart  there  is  light,  he  drinks_Bthe  great  juice  (of  Hari),  at  the  true  gate  he  lifts  up  (his) 
voice.1 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  apply  (their)  mind  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

The  true  Guru  is  a  pond  of  nectar ;  (whose)  mind  is  true,  (his)  filth  he  {i.e.  the  Guru)  is  removing 
by  means  of  the  name  ! 

(2).  No  one  has  obtained  (found  out)  thy  end,  0  True  one ! 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  some  rare  one  has  applied  his  thoughts  (to  thee). 

He  never  can  praise  thee  enough,  to  whom  thou  impartest  a  hunger  after  the  true  name. 

(3).  The  One  is  seen  (by  him)  and  none  other. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  nectar  is  drunk  (by  him). 

By  the  word  (instruction)  of  the  Guru  his  thirst  is  quenched,  naturally  he  is  entering  com- 
fort. 

(4).  "Who  gives  up  the  jewel-thing  (i.e.  the  name),  like  a  straw : 

Is  a  blind  fleshly-minded  man,  that  clings  to  another  love  (duality). 

"What  he  sows,  that  fruit  he  obtains,  not  (even)_in  a  dream  he  gets  comfort. 

(5).  On  whom  he  (i.e.  Hari)  bestows  his  own  mercy,  that  man  obtains  it. 

("Who)  fixes  the  word  of  the  Guru  in  his  mind  : 

He  remains  day  by  day  always  in  the  fear  (of  Hari),  and  having  destroyed  (other)  fear  he  is  removing 
his  error. 

(6).  ("Whose)  error  is  removed,  he  obtains  always  comfort. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  highest  step  (i.e.  final  emancipation)  is  attained. 

His  heart  is  pure,  his  speech  is  pure,  he  is  naturally  singing  the  praises  of  Hari. 

(7).  He  (i.e.  the  Pandit)  explains  the  Smriti,  Shastras  and  the  Veda. 

(But)  being  led  astray  by  error  he  does  not  know  the  truth  (the  Deity). 

Without  serving  the  true  Guru  he  does  not  obtain  comfort,  he  is  earning  pain  upon  pain. 

(8).  He  himself  does  (everything),  to  whom  will  one  say  anything? 

One  should  go  tell,  if  a  mistake  be  made  (by  him). 

Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  does  and  causes  to  be  done  (everything) ;  who  praises  (the  name),  is 
absorbed  in  the  name. 

1  Literally :  he  sounds  his  voice,  i.e.  he  makes  himself  heard. 
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Mdjhi  mahala  III. 
#       Till.    IX. 
(1).  He  himself  colours  with  natural  ease. 
By  the  word  of  the  Guru  Hari  applies  the  colour. 
Mind,  body  and  tongue  are  steeped  in  deep  red  colour,  by  fear  and  faith  the  colour  is  applied. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  cause  to  dwell  the  Fearless  one  in  (their) 
mind. 

(By  whom)  by  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  the  fearless  Hari  is  meditated  upon,  (them)  he  makes  cross 
the  water  of  existence,  the  baneful  thing,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(2).  The  stupid  self-willed  man  practises  cunning. 

(Though)  bathed  and  washed  he  is  not  accepted.1 

As  he  has  come,  so  he  will  go,  having  committed  vices  he  is  regretting  (it  afterwards). 

(3).  To  the  blind  self-willed  man  nothing  is  known. 

Hari,  (by  whom)  death  has  been  decreed,  he  does  not  comprehend. 

The  self-willed  one  does  (religious)  work,  but  does  not  obtain  (him,  i.e.  Hari),  without  the  name 
he  throws  away  his  life. 

(4).  To  take  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  as  true2  is  the  chief  thing. 

From  the  perfect  Guru  the  gate  of  salvation  is  obtained. 

Day  by  day  he  lets  his  voice  be  heard  in  the  sabd,8  those  who  are  attached  to  the  True  one,  he  is 
colouring  with  dye.4 

(5).  The  tongue  is  steeped  in  the  juice  of  Hari  and  joyful. 

Mind  and  body  are  easily  captivated. 

Easily  the  dearly  beloved  is  obtained;  easily,  easily6  he  (Hari)  is  uniting  (them  with  himself). 

(6).  In  whose  heart  is  love  (to  Hari),  he  sings  (his)  praises. 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  easily  enters  comfort. 

I  am  always  a  sacrifice  to  the  gratuitous  service  of  those  who  apply  their  mind  to  the  service  of 
the  Guru. 

(7).  The  true  one  believes  in  the  perfectly  True  one. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  his  heart  is  filled  with  love  (to  him). 

Sitting  in  his  own  place  he  sings  the  praises  of  Hari ;  he  himself,  having  taken  him  as  True,  is 
winning  him  {i.e.  Hari)  over. 

(8).  On  whom  he  (Hari)  looks  in  favour,  he  obtains  (him). 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  his  egotism  (individuality)  ceases. 

Nanak  (says) :  in  whose  heart  the  name  dwells,  he  obtains  lustre  at  the  true  gate. 

1  VT5jt>  on  account  of  the  rhyme  =  lf%  or  \|"g. 

2  *^^dcVV,  s-f-  verification,  taking  as  true. 

3  TtJTy^  T^rfe  TTcMj}>  he,  i.e.  the  Guru,  lets  his  voice  be  heard  in  the  sabd,  i.e.  instructing  in  the  sabd. 
The  sabd  is  the  Gur-mantr,  the  secret  word  or  verse  communicated  by  the  Guru  to  a  disciple,  by  means  of 
which  the  disciple  becomes  initiated.     The  purport  of  the  sabd  is  the  name  (of  Hari). 

4  i.e.  The  Guru  is  imbuing  them  with  love  to  Hari. 

6  The  words  JTvJ%  ^Uprl  f*T55T<?f5!OHT  may  also  ue  translated :  he  (or  they)  is  easily  united  (f*T55T© 
verbal  adjective)  with  the  Innate  or  self-existing  Supreme.  *iorl  as  adjective  signifies  innate ;  in  Tulsl  Das' 
Ramayan  it  is  also  explained  by  ^THXf%«B»  self-existing  (as  if  *1vJtJ  had  sprung  from  ^3f). 
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MOjh ;  mahald  III. 

IX.  X.' 

(1).  By  serving  the  true  Guru  great  grandeur  (is  obtained). 

Hari  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart  unawares. 

Hari  is  a  fruitful  tree ;  by  whom  the  nectar  (of  Hari)  is  drunk,  his  thirst  he  (i.e.  Hari)  is  quenching. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  unite  (me)  with  the  company  of  the  society  of 
the  pious. 

Hari  himself  unites  with  the  society  of  the  pious  (those,  who)  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  are  singing 
the  praises  of  Hari. 

(2).  That  servant  of  the  true  Guru  becomes  lustrous  by  the  word  (of  tbe  Guru)  : 

Who  fixes  the  name  of  Hari  in  his  heart. 

The  filth  (of  whose)  egotism  the  pure  Hari  clears  away,  he  obtains  lustre  at  the  true  gate. 

(3).  "Without  the  Guru  the  name  cannot  be  obtained. 

The  Siddhs  and  Sadhiks  continually  lament. 

"Without  serving  the  Guru  comfort  does  not  spring  up ;  by  a  full  destiny  the  Guru  is  obtained. 

(4).  The  mind  is  a  looking-glass  (of  steel),  (which)  some  (rare)  disciple  sees. 

Rust  does  not  settle  on  it,  when  he  dries  up  egotism. 

He  sounds  the  sound  not  produced  (by  an  instrument),  the  pure  voice,  by  means  of  the  word  (of 
the  Guru)  he  is  absorbed  (in  the  Supreme). 

(5).  "Without  the  true  Guru  nothing  can  be  seen. 

(To  whom)  by  the  Guru  out  of  mercy  his  own  self  is  shown  : 

He  himself  remains  united  with  himself,  he  is  easily  absorbed  in  the  Innate  (Supreme).1 

(6).  He  who  becomes  a  disciple,  absorbs  his  mind  in  the  One. 

The  error  of  duality  he  consumes  by  the  word  (instruction)  of  the  Guru. 

"Who  within  (his)  body  makes  traffic  and  trade,  he  obtains  the  treasure  of  the  true  name. 

(7).  The  chief  work  of  the  disciple  is  the  praise  of  Hari. 

The  disciple  obtains  (thereby)  the  gate  of  salvation. 

(Who)  sings  day  by  day,  steeped  in  love,  the  praises  (of  Hari),  him  he  (i.e.  Hari)  is  calling  into  (his)  palace. 

(8).  The  true  Guru,  the  donor  is  met  with,  when  caused  to  meet  (by  Hari). 

By  dint  of  a  perfect  destiny  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  caused  to  dwell  in  the  heart. 

Nanak  (says) :  Who  obtains  the  greatness  of  the  name,  he  is  singing  the  praises  of  the  true  Hari. 

Majh;  mahald  III. 

X.  XI. 

(1).  If  he  (i.e.  the  disciple)  part  with  his  own  self,  then  he  obtains  all. 
By  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  applies  true  absorption  of  mind. 
Truth  he  buys,  truth  he  collects,  a  traffic  of  truth  he  is  carrying  on. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  are  day  by  day  singing  the  praises  of  Hari. 
I  am  thine,  thou  art  my  Lord,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  thou  art  giving  greatness. 

1  The  sense  is  :  the  Guru  shows,  that  man's  spirit  is  an  emanation  of  the  Supreme  Spirit,  and  therefore  in 
essence  identical  with  it.  He,  who  knows  that  the  Supreme  Spirit  is  innate  in  himself,  remains  united  with 
himself,  i.e.  he  does  not  seek  the  Supreme  outside  of  himself,  but  considers  himself  as  identical  with  him 
(£  tf,  I  am  He). 
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(2).  All  the  season  and  time  is  pleasant : 

In  which  the  True  one  is  approved  by  my  heart. 

By  serving  the  True  one  true  greatnesses  obtained),  by  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  I  obtain  the  True  one. 

(3).  The  food  of  faith  he  obtains  from  the  gratified  true  Guru. 

Inclination  to  other  things  ceases,  when  he  causes  inclination  to  Hari  to  dwell  in  his  heart. 

True  contentment,  understanding,  comfort  he  obtains  from  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru. 

(4).  "Who  do  not  serve  the  true  Guru,  they  are  foolish,  blind  and  ignorant  men. 

"Wandering  about,  whence  will  they  obtain  the  gate  of  final  emancipation  ? 

Having  died  and  died  they  are  born  again,  again  they  come  and  are  struck  in  (their)  face  at  the 
gate  of  Tama. 

(5).  If  they  know  the  flavour  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  then  they  know  their  own  self. 

They  praise  the  pure  sound  (=  name)  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Serving  the  True  one  they  always  obtain  comfort,  the  nine  treasures  of  the  name  they  are  causing 
to  dwell  in  (their)  heart. 

(6).  That  place  is  beautiful,  which  is  pleasing  to  the  mind  of  Hari. 

Sitting  in  the  assembly  of  the  pious  the  praises  of  Hari  are  sung  (by  them). 

Day  by  day  they  praise  the  true  Hari,  they  emit  the  spotless  sound  (  =  the  name). 

(7).  The  stock  (in  trade)  of  the  fleshly-minded  is  false  (not  genuine),  false  are  the  things  laid  out 
(by  them). 

Falsehood  they  earn  and  a  burthen  of  pain  oppresses  them. 

Led  astray  by  error  they  wander  about  day  and  night,  having  died  they  are  born  (again),  they  lose 
their  life. 

(8).  The  true  Lord  is  very  dear  to  me. 

In  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  my  support. 

Nanak  (says)  :  by  the  name  he  obtains  greatness,  who  is  considering  pain  and  pleasure  as  the  same. 

Majh  ;  mahala  III. 
XI.    XII. 

(1).  Thine  are  the  mines  (=  genera),  (thine)  the  specieB.1 
Without  the  name  the  whole  (creation)  is  led  astray  in  error. 

From  the  service  of  the  Guru  the  name  of  Hari  is  obtained,  without  the  true  Guru  no  one  is  ob- 
taining it. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  those,  who)  apply  their  mind  to  Hari. 
The  true  Hari  is  obtained  by  attachment  to  the  Guru,  (who)  is  easily  causing  him  (i.e.  Hari)  to 
dwell  in  the  heart. 

(2).  If  he  (i.e.  the  disciple)  serve  the  true  Guru,  then  he  obtains  everything. 
He  obtains  such  a  fruit  as  he  is  desiring. 

The  true  Guru  is  the  giver  of  all  things,  by  a  perfect  destiny  he  is  obtained.2 
(3).  This  (human)  mind  is  dirty  and  does  not  meditate  on  the  One. 

1  tfTC^>  *■/•  Plwr.  the  four  mines ;  TTTfe >  *•/•  species,  kind  (Sansk.  ^TJf ,  from  which  a  substantive  fern. 
^TTjfV  is  formed,  which  is  now  in  Sindhi-Hindi  commonly  written  m*[  or  WU^)-  The  sense  is :  by  thee  all 
living  creatures  are  created. 

2  "y§  STf^T  f*JWI^fc\JHT  may  ">e  translated  either :  by  a  perfect  destiny  he  (i.e.  the  Guru)  is  obtained 
(fi<m^fgPWT  =  fiTmQ>  verb-  °*fr'-»  «>*  being  then  an  alliteration),  or  faeemsfcVHT  may  he  taken  as 
gerundive  and  translated :  he  must  be  acquired.    The  sense  is  the  same  either  way. 

21 
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Inside  much  filthiness  is  accumulated  by  dint  of  another  love  (duality). 

At  the  hank  (of  a  river),  at  a  Tlrtha,  in  a  foreign  country  the  selfish  man  wanders  about  and  accu- 
mulates other  additional  filth  of  egotism. 

(4).  If  he  serve  the  true  Guru,  then  his  filth  goes  off. 

He  dies  whilst  living  and  applies  his  mind  to  Hari. 

Hari  is  spotless  and  true,  no  filth  sticks  to  him;  who  clings  to  the  True  one,  his  filth  he  (Hari)  is 
taking  away. 

(5).  "Without  the  Guru  there  is  deep  (blind)  darkness. 

He  who  has  no  divine  knowledge  is  blind,  stark  blind. 

The  worms  of  ordure  are  working  up  ordure,  and  are  again  destroyed  in  ordure.1 

(6).  Who  serves  the  emancipated  ones  becomes  (himself)  emancipated. 

Egotism  and  selfishness  he  removes  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

"Who  serves  daily  Hari  in  truth,  obtains  by  a  perfect  (good)  lot  the  Guru. 

(7).  He  himself  bestows  the  gift,  that  he  unites  to  union  (with  himself). 

From  the  perfect  Guru  he  {i.e.  the  disciple)  gets  the  treasure  of  the  name. 

By  the  true  name  the  mind  always  (becomes)  true,  by  serving  the  True  one  he  is  removing  his  pain. 

(8).  Consider  him  (i.e.  Hari)  as  being  always  in  (thy)  presence,  do  not  consider  him  as  being  far 
away! 

Learn  from  the  word  of  the  Guru,  that  Hari  (is  present)  within  (thee) ! 

Nanak  (says) :  from  the  name  greatness  is  obtained,  from  the  perfect  Guru  (thou  art)  obtaining  it 
(i.e.  the  name). 

Majh;  mahald  III. 

XII.     XIII. 

(1).  Who  are  true  here,  they  are  true  (also)  in  the  other  world. 
A  true  heart  is  absorbed  in  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru). 

The  True  one  it  serves,  the  True  one  it  acquires,  from  the  True  one  it  gets  comfort2  (with  the 
Supreme). 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  cause  the  true  name  to  dwell  in  their  heart. 

The  true  ones  serve  (him)  and  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one,  they  are  singing  the  praises  of  the 
True  one. 

(2).  The  Pandit  reads  (but)  does  not  obtain  a  relish  (from  it). 

By  another  love  (duality)  the  Maya  leads  his  mind  astray. 

By  the  spiritual  blindness  caused  by  the  Maya  all  his  intellect  is  lost,  having  practised  vices  he  is 
regretting  (it  afterwards). 

(3).  If  the  true  Guru  be  met  with,  then  he  gets  the  truth  (the  Deity). 

The  name  of  Hari  he  fixes  in  his  mind. 

He  dies  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  subdues  his  own  mind  and  is  (thus)  obtaining  the  gate  of 
final  emancipation. 

1  VBT^feJKT)  alliteration  instead  of  "IRTT'Q',  s.m.  destruction ;  (their)  destruction  is  in  — .  Or  V9T- 
<stc^«WT  >s  alliteration  instead  of  \JBTQ'>  a  verbal  adjective  formed  from  VxJ^JT,  being  consumed ;  the  latter 
is  more  suitable  and  borne  out  by  other  similar  forms  (f*T35T^feJHT)- 

2  ?ra»  s.m.  comfort,  joy,  as  used  in  Tulsl  Das'  Ramayana.     The  Sansk.  ^T§j  =  ^IW  =  W^ >  written  also  • 
SHf^  (but  always  s.m.),  signifies:  friendship,  intimacy,  and  differs  from  TT^»  the  etymology  of  which  is 
uncertain. 
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(4).  He  cuts  off  sins,  he  removes  his  wrath. 

The  -word  of  the  Guru  he  puts  into  his  breast. 

Those,  -who  are  attached  to  the  Tru^one,  are  always  Bairagis,  having  destroyed  egotism  (indi- 
viduality) they  are  in  union  (with  the  Supreme). 

(5).  "Within  (the  body)  the  jewel  {i.e.  the  Supreme)  is  found,  if  procured  (by  the  Guru). 

Threefold  is  the  will  (of  man),  threefold  the  Maya,.1 

Having  read  and  read  the  Pandits  and  silent  ascetics  have  become  tired,  they  obtain  no  knowledge 
of  the  fourth  state  (of  the  soul). 

(6).  He  himself  .{i.e.  Hari)  colours  and  applies  the  colour.8 

Those  men  are  dyed,  who  are  coloured  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(On  whom)  the  boundless  colour  of  Hari  is  put,  they,  having  the  right  taste  of  Hari,  are  singing  his 
excellences. 

(7).  The  disciple  has  prosperity  and  success,  true  control  (of  his  passions)  and  intelligence. 

The  disciple  has  divine  knowledge,  by  the  name  he  becomes  emancipated. 

The  disciple's  work  is,  (that)  he  acquire  the  True  one,  the  true  ones  are  absorbed  in  the  True 
one. 

(8).  The  disciple  establishes,  and  having  established  he  removes  (again).3 

The  disciple  is  caste  and  brotherhood,4  all  is  he  himself. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  disciple  meditates  on  the  name,  by  praising  (it)  he  is  absorbed  in  the  name. 

Majh  ;  maliala  III. 

XIII.     XIV. 

(1).  Creation  and  destruction  are  made  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 
Even  by  the  word  creation  (production)  is  again  made. 

In  all  the  disciple  himself  exists,  the  true  disciple,  having  produced,  is  again  absorbing  (what  is 
produced).5 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  make  the  perfect  Guru  dwell  in  their  heart. 

Quieted  by  the  Guru  they  perform  worship  day  and  night,  reciting  the  qualities  (of  Hari)  they  are 
absorbed  in  the  abode  of  (all)  qualities. 

(2).  The  disciple  is  earth,  the  disciple  is  water. 

The  disciple  is  wind  and  fire,  he  sports  assuming  supernatural  forms.6 

"Who  is  destitute  of  the  Guru,  he,  having  died  and  died,  is  born  again ;  those  who  are  destitute  of 
the  Guru,  come  and  go  again. 

(3).  By  that  creator  one  sport  is  made. 

Everything  is  put  (by  him)  in  the  (human)  body. 

1  f^B4nT>  threefold,  i.e.  affected  by  the  three  Gunas. 

2  To  colour,  to  dye,  etc.,  in  a  figurative  sense :  to  impart  one's  own  essence  or  nature,  as  a  cloth  by  being 
dyed  is  changed. 

3  As  to  the  meaning  of  these  words  compare  XIV.  (1). 

4  Vf!r>  the  same  as  ITtfe.  from  tne  Sansk.  TJf^fi,  row,  line,  fellowship. 

5  The  Guru,  and  in  him  the  disciple,  is  perfectly  identified  with  the  Supreme,  even  '@3V[f3  and  \Jd64G 
are  ascribed  to  him. 

6  feaJIcjCl  =Sansk.  ffef^fioCT.  mb  being  changed  first  to  m  {mm),  thence  to  n  (the  preceding  vowel 
being  lengthened  according  to  Prakrit  rule). 
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By  the  secret  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)1  some  one  obtains  the  palace  (of  Hari),  the  palace-servants' 
he  calls  to  (his)  palace. 

(4).  True  is  the  wholesale  merchant,  true  his  retail-dealers. 

The  True  one  they  buy  out  of  infinite  love  to  the  Guru. 

The  True  one  they  purchase,  the  True  one  they  acquire,  from  the  True  one  they  earn  comfort.3 

(5).  "Without  capital  how  shall  he  obtain  anything? 

The  fleshly-minded  one  wanders  about  in  the  whole  world. 

"Without  the  capital  (of  the  name)  all  go  off  empty,  having  gone  empty  they  are  incurring  pain. 

(6).  Some  purchase  the  True  one  from  the  dear  word  of  the  Guru. 

They  are  saved  themselves  and  save  all  their  families. 

Having  come  (to  the  threshold  of  Hari)  they  are  approved  of,  having  met  with  their  beloved  they 
obtain  happiness. 

(7).  "Within  is  the  thing  (i.e.  the  Supreme),  the  fool  seeks  it  outside. 

The  self-willed  are  blind  and  wander  about  without  restraint. 

"Where  the  thing  is,  from  thence  no  one  gets  it,  the  self-willed  are  going  astray4  in  error. 

(8).  He  himself  gives  and  calls  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

The  palace-servant  obtains  easy  comfort  in  the  palace. 

Nanak  (says) :  from  the  name  greatness  is  obtained;  he  himself  (i.e.  Hari)  having  heard,  heard  (the 
word  of  the  Guru)  is  meditating  (on  it). 

Majh;  mahald  III. 

XIV.     XV. 

(1).  By  the  true  Guru  his  true  instruction  is  proclaimed. 
Think  on  Hari,  at  the  end  he  will  be  (thy)  companion  ! 

Hari,  the  unattainable,  the  inapprehensible,  the  masterless,  the  unproduced  from  the  womb,  thou 
obtainest  by  faith  in  the  true  Guru. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  part  with  (their)  own  self. 

If  they  part  with  their  own  self,  then  they  obtain  Hari,  they  are  easily  absorbed  with  Hari. 

(2).  The  work,  that  is  written  before,  is  performed. 

By  serving  the  true  Guru  comfort  is  always  obtained. 

Without  (divine)  allotment  the  Guru  is  not  obtained,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  (Hari)  is  uniting 
to  union  (with  himself). 

(3).  The  disciple  remains  uncontamiuated  in  the  world. 

His  trust  is  in  the  Guru,  the  name  is  his  support. 

If  one  oppresses  the  disciple,  what  is  it  to  him  ?  he  himself  (i.e.  the  oppressor)  is  wasting  away  and 
subjected  to  pain. 

(4).  The  fleshly-minded  are  blind  and  have  no  understanding. 

The  world  is  a  butcher  killing  itself. 

By  slandering  and  slandering  it  lifts  up  a  great  burthen,  without  wages  it  conveys  the  burthen. 

(5).  This  world  is  an  inclosed  garden-bed,  my  Lord  the  gardener. 

TETfe  afe-    ^£  signifies  here  secret,  mystery. 

2  *(U«M,  s.m.  a  palace-servant  (otherwise  eunuch). ] 

3  ?ra  signifies  here :  joy,  comfort,  happiness. 

1  3«M«sfeWfT>  verbal  adjective  dW|Q,  changed  to  dWIc^feJlfT  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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He  always  takes  care  (of  it),  no  one  is  empty  (destitute  of  his  care). 

As  the  smell  is,  that  it  gets,  so  it  is,  the  indwelling  (soul)  is  to  be  known  (from)  the  smell. 

(6).  The  fleshly-minded  are  sick  is  the  world. 

The  giver  of  comfort,  the  unattainable,  the  boundless  one,  is  forgotten  (by  them). 

In  pain  they  continually  wander  about  lamenting,  without  the  Guru  they  get  no  composure. 

(7).  By  whom  the  rules1  are  made,  he  knows  them. 

As  he  himself  makes  (them),  he  knows  (them  to  be  made)  by  his  order. 

As  he  puts  (the  rule)  inside,  so  it  is,  he  himself  is  (also)  putting  (it)  outside. 

(8).  Without  that  True  one  I  have  none  other. 

Whom  he  attaches  (to  himself),  he  becomes  pure. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  name  dwells  within  the  body ;  to  whom  he  gives  it,  he  obtains  it. 

Majh;  mahala  III. 
XV.    XVI. 

(1).  (Who)  causes  to  dwell  in  his  heart  the  nectar-name  : 

He  removes  egotism,  "mine"  and  all  pain. 

Who  always  praises  the  nectar-speech,  he  obtains  the  free  gift2  of  the  nectar. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  fix  the  nectar-speech  in  (their)  heart. 

(Who)  fix  the  nectar-speech  in  (their)  heart,  they  (are)  meditating  on  the  nectar-name. 

(2).  He  always  utters  from  (his)  mouth  the  nectar-speech. 

The  nectar  he  always  looks  and  glances  at  with  (his)  eyes. 

The  nectar-story  he  always  tells  day  and  night  and  proclaims  it  to  others.  , 

(3).  Being  steeped  in  nectar-dye  he  applies  deep  meditation. 

The  nectar  he  obtains  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 

(His)  tongue  speaks  day  and  night  nectar,  in  mind  and  body  he  is  drinking3  nectar. 

(4).  That  he  (i.e.  Hari)  does,  what  is  not  in  (anybody's)  thought. 

(His)  order  no  one  can  efface. 

By  (his)  order  the  nectar-speech  exists,  by  (his)  order  he  causes  the  nectar  to  be  drunk. 

(5).  Wonderful  are  the  works  of  Hari,  the  creator. 

This  (human)  mind,  which  is  going  astray,  he  is  turning  back  (to  himself). 

He  applies  the  mind  to  the  nectar-speech,  he  is  proclaiming  the  nectar  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the 
Guru). 

(6).  The  bad  and  good  (men)  are  created  by  thyself. 

By  thyself  all  people  are  tried. 

The  good  ones,  after  having  tried  them,  thou  puttest  into  (thy)  treasury,  the  bad  ones  thou  art 
leading  astray  in  error. 

(7).  How  shall  I  see  (thee),  how  shall  I  praise  (thee)  ? 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  praise  (thee),  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

In  thy  (divine)  decree  dwells  nectar,  by  thy  decree  thou  art  giving  nectar  to  drink. 

(8).  The  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  nectar,  the  speech  of  Hari  is  nectar. 

i  ftrfn  (m.)  may  also  be  translated  by :  act,  deed,  arrangement.    The  sense  is :  he  himself  is  ordering 
or  arranging  everything  inside  and  outside. 

2  mfilS  wfH3-    ttff)TC  signifies  also:  a  free  gift  that  is  not  asked  for;  this  seems  to  suit  the  context. 

3  vtorrefettfT,  nere  verbal  adjective,  instead  of  ifWrtf  >  drinking. 
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By  the  service  of  the  true  Guru  it  {i.e.  the  speech)  is  fixed  in  the  heart. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  nectar-name  is  always  giving  comfort ;  having  drunk  nectar  all  one's  hunger  is 
ceasing. 

Ifajh;  mahala  III. 
XVI.     XVII. 
(1).  Nectar  rains  -with  natural  ease  {i.e.  without  any  human  effort). 
Some  rare  disciple  obtains  it. 

Having  drunk  nectar  he  is  always  satiated ;  he  {i.e.  Hari)  bestowing  mercy  (on  him)  is  quenching 
his  thirst. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  to  the  disciple,  who  is  drinking  nectar. 

His  tongue,  having  tasted  the  juice,  remains  always  steeped  in  love,  naturally  it  is  singing  the 
praises  of  Hari. 

(2).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  some  one  obtains  understanding  (of  truth). 

Having  extinguished  duality  he  applies  devout  meditation  on  the  One. 

If  he  {i.e.  Hari)  bestow  a  favourable  look  (on  him),  then  he  (the  disciple)  sings  the  praises  of  Hari, 
by  a  favourable  look  (from  the  part  of  Hari)  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(3).  Upon  all  is  thy  look,  0  Lord  ! 

Upon  some  little,  upon  some  much. 

"Without  thee  nothing  comes  to  pass ;  the  disciple  gets  acuteness  of  mind. 

(4).  By  the  disciple  the  truth  {i.e.  the  Supreme)  is  reflected  upon. 

Thy  store-rooms  are  filled  with  nectar. 

Without  the  service  of  the  true  Guru  no  one  obtains  (it),  from  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  he  obtains  (it). 

(5).  The  man,  who  serves  the  true  Guru,  gets  lustre. 

By  the  nectar-name  he  fascinates  heart  and  mind. 

Whose  mind  and  body  are  imbued  with  the  nectar-word,  he  is  easily  proclaiming  the  nectar. 

(6).  The  fleshly-minded  are  led  astray  and  wasted  by  another  love  (duality). 

They  do  not  take  the  name,  they  die,  having  eaten  poison. 

Daily  and  always  is  (their)  dwelling  in  ordure,  without  the  service  (of  the  Guru)  they  are  wasting 
their  life. 

(7).  He  drinks  nectar,  to  whom  he  himself  is  giving  it  to  drink. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  easily  applies  devout  meditation. 

He  himself  {i.e.  Hari)  remains  brimful  in  all,  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  he  is  coming  into  sight. 

(8).  He  himself  is  that  pure  one. 

By  whom  (creation)  was  made,  by  the  same  it  is  destroyed. 

Nanak  (says) :  keep  thou  always  in  mind  the  name,  easily  thou  wilt  be  absorbed  in  the  True  one ! 

Majh;  mahala  III. 
XVII.    XVIII. 
(1).  They  apply  themselves  to  the  True  one,  who  please  thee. 
They  always  serve  the  True  one  with  natural  ease. 

Who  praise  the  True  one  by  means  of  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru),  them  he  is  uniting  to  true  union 
(with  himself). 

Pause. 
I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  those,  who)  are  praising  the  True  one. 
Who  meditate  on  the  True  one,  they  are  imbued  with  love  to  the  True  one,  the  true  ones  are  absorbed 
in  the  True  one. 


BAG  MAJH,  MAH.  III.,  ASTPAD.  XVIII.  (XIX.)  IQ>J 

(2).  Wherever  I  see,  in  all  places  is  the  True  one. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  dwells  in  the  heart. 

The  body  (becomes)  true,  the  tongue  is  steeped1  in  the  True  one,  having  heard  the  True  one  they 
are  speaking  (of  him)  and  praising  (him). 

(3).  Having  destroyed  (worldly)  desire  she2  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

This  mind  has  seen,  that  all  (the  creation)  is  coming  and  going. 

By  the  service  of  the  true  Guru  the  mind  is  always  immovable,  it  gets  a  dwelling  in  its  own  house.3 

(4).  By  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  (i.e.  the  Supreme)  is  shown  (as  dwelling)  in  the  heart. 

The  infatuation  of  the  Maya4  is  burnt  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Having  seen  the  perfectly  True  one  (in  his  own  heart)  he  praises  (him),  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  he 
is  getting  the  True  one. 

(5).  Those,  who  are  imbued  with  love  to  the  True  one,  apply  true  meditation  (on  him). 

"Who  praise  the  name  of  Hari,  they  have  got  a  great  destiny. 

By  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  himself  (i.e.  Hari)  unites  (them),  who  are  singing  the  praises  of 
the  True  one  in  the  company  of  the  pious. 

(6).  An  estimation  is  read,  if  (a  thing)  be  estimable  (calculable). 

He  is  unattainable,  inapprehensible ;  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  knowledge  (of  him)  is 
obtained  (by  those)  : 

(Who)  daily  praise  (him)  by  the  true  word ;  none  other  gets  an  estimation  (of  him). 

(7).  Having  read  and  read  they  have  become  tired,  no  composure  has  come  (to  them). 

("Worldly)  thirst  consumes  (them),  they  have  no  knowledge. 

Poison  they  purchase,  they  are  thirsty  after  infatuation,  the  baneful  thing,  speaking  falsehood  they 
are  eating  poison. 

(8).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  One  is  known. 

Having  destroyed  duality  (their)  mind  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Nanak  (says) :  in  (whose)  mind  the  One  name  abides,  he  obtains  (the  True  one)  by  the  favour  of 
the  Guru. 

Majh  ;  makala  III. 

XVIII.    XIX. 

(1).  The  colours  and  forms,  (that)  exist,  are  all  thine. 

Having  died  and  died  (men)  are  born  (again),  many  turns  (in  transmigration)  are  allotted  (to  them). 
Thou  alone  art  immovable,  unattainable,  boundless,  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  (thou  art)  conveying 
understanding  (as  regards  thyself). 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  fix  the  name  of  Earn  in  (their)  mind. 

He  has  not  any  form,  mark  or  colour,  he,  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  is  himself  instructing. 

(2).  (In)  all  is  one  light,  if  one  know  it. 

By  the  service  of  the  true  Guru  it  becomes  manifest. 

(Though)  concealed,  it  is  manifest  in  all  places,  the  luminous  (Supreme)  is  blending  light  (with  himself). 

1  6\i\  >  steeped  in  =  imbued  with  love  to. 

2  'OTTSft';  n0  subject  is  hinted  at,  very  likely  fwirfZ)  creation,  people,  is  to  be  supplied,  as  in  the 
second  line. 

3  The  sense  is :  the  mind,  being  instructed  by  the  Guru  (by  serving  him),  wanders  no  longer  about,  but 
dwells  in  its  own  house  (=body),  where  it  finds  the  (innate)  Supreme.     Compare  the  following  verse. 

4  WrfST'WT  'HCT>  the  spiritual  darkness  or  infatuation  caused  by  the  Maya,  i.e.  the  duality,  by  which  man 
considers  himself  (erroneously)  different  from  the  Supreme. 
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(3).  In  the  fire  of  (worldly)  thirst  the  world  burns. 

There  is  much  greediness,  conceit  and  selfishness  (in  it). 

Having  died  and  died  it  is  born  (again),  it  loses  its  honour,  it  throws  uselessly  away  (its  human)  birth. 

(4).  The  word  of  the  Guru  some  rare  one  comprehends. 

If  he  destroy  his  own  self,  then  the  three  worlds  become  known  (to  him). 

If  he  dies,  there  will  not  be  again  death  for  him,1  he  is  easily  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(5).  He  does  not  again  apply  his  thoughts  to  the  Maya. 

He  always  remains  absorbed  in  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

The  True  one  he  praises ;  within  every  body  the  perfectly  True  one  is  emitting  radiance. 

(6).  The  True  one  he  praises  (as  being)  always  in  his  presence. 

In  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  remains  brimful. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  True  one  comes  into  sight,  from  the  True  one  he  is  obtaining  comfort. 

(7).  The  True  one  is  contained  within  the  mind. 

The  True  one  is  always  immovable,  he  does  not  come  nor  go. 

The  mind,  that  clings  to  the  True  one,  is  pure,  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  it  is  absorbed  in  the 
True  one. 

(8).  The  True  one  he  praises,  none  other : 

By  whose  service  comfort  is  always  obtained. 

Nanak  (says) :  those,  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  are  reflecting  ;  the  perfectly  True  one  they  are 
acquiring. 

Majh ;  mahala  III. 
XIX.    XX. 
(1).  Pure  is  the  word,  pure  the  sound. 
Pure  the  light,  that  is  contained  in  all. 

"Who  is  praising  the  pure  word  of  Hari,  (becomes)  pure  by  muttering  Hari,  he  is  removing  his  filth 
(=sins). 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  him,  who)  is  causing  the  giver  of  comfort  to  dwell  in  (his) 
mind. 

"Who  is  praising  the  pure  Hari  by  the  word  of  the  Guru,  he,  having  heard  the  word,  is  extinguishing 
his  thirst. 

(2).  Into  (whose)  mind  the  pure  name  comes  and  dwells  : 

(His)  mind  and  body  (become)  pure,  he  removes  the  spiritual  blindness  of  the  Maya. 

He  always  sings  the  praises  of  the  Pure  and  True  one,  he  is  sounding  the  pure  sound  (=the  name). 

(3).  The  pure  nectar  is  obtained  from  the  Guru. 

Prom  (whose)  heart  his  own  self  has  died  away,  in  him  is  no  infatuation  of  the  Maya. 

Pure  is  his  (divine)  knowledge,  very  pure  his  meditation,  the  pure  word  he  causes  to  dwell  in  his  heart. 

(4).  "Who  serves  the  Pure  one,  he  becomes  pure. 

The  filth  of  egotism  he  washes  away  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

The  pure  and  unbeaten  sound  and  voice  sounds  (in  him),  at  the  true  gate  he  gets  lustre. 

(5).  From  the  Pure  one  all  become  pure. 

A  pure  heart  Hari  strings  (like  a  pearl)  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Those  are  very  fortunate,  who  are  given  to  the  pure  name,  by  the  pure  name  they  are  lustrous. 

(6).  He  is  pure,  who  is  radiant  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

By  the  pure  name  he  fascinates  his  mind  and  body. 

1  The  sense  is :  he  will  not  be  again  subject  to  another  birth  and  consequent  death. 
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On  account  of  the  true  name  no  dirt  ever  sticks  (to  him),  (his)  face  is  bright,  he  enjoys  comfort.' 
(7).  (His)  heart  is  filthy  by  another  love. 
(His)  cooking-place  is  filthy  (and)iin  a  filthy  place. 

Having  eaten  filthy  (food)  he  increases  again  his  filthiness;  the  fleshly-minded  one  incurs  pain  by 
(his)  filthiness. 

(8).  The  filthy  and  the  pure  ones,  all  are  made  by  his  order. 

Those  are  pure,  who  are  pleasing  to  the  true  Hari. 

Nanak  (says) :  in  (whose)  heart  the  name  dwells,  (that)  disciple  is  clearing  away  his  filthiness. 

Majh;  mahala  III. 
,      XX.     XXI. 

(1).  Govind  is  bright,  bright  are  (his)  devotees.2 

My  mind,  temper  and  desire  are  pure. 

Who  is  bright  in  the  heart,  his  face  is  always  brilliant,  the  very  bright  name  he  is  meditating  upon. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  him,  who)  is  singing  the  praises  of  Govind. 

(Who)  recites  day  and  night  Govind,  Govind,  (who)  proclaims  the  praises  of  Govind  by  the  word  (of 
the  Guru). 

(2).  (Who)  sings  (=praises)  with  natural  ease  to  Govind: 

He  is  bright  by  the  fear  of  the  Guru,  the  filth  of  his  egotism  goes  away. 

He  remains  always  in  joy  and  performs  adoration  day  and  night,  having  heard  he  sings  the  praises 
of  Govind. 

(3).  His  heart  dances  (out  of  joy),  he  makes  firm  his  devotion. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  reconciles  his  mind  with  the  mind.3 

He  keeps  true  time  (in  music),4  he  puts  a  stop  to  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya,  according  to  the  word 
(of  the  Guru)  he  is  dancing. 

(4).  He  cries  aloud,  he  throws  down  (his)  body. 

On  account  of  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  he  is  overcome  by  death. 

The  infatuation  of  the  Maya  makes  this  mind  dance ;  in  (whose)  heart  is  deceit,  he  is  incurring  pain. 

(5).  When  he  himself  (i.e.  Hari)  causes  the  disciple  to  perform  devotion  : 

His  body  and  mind  are  easily  imbued  with  love  (to  Hari). 

The  word  (of  Hari)  is  told  (by  him),  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  proclaims  (it) ;  the 
disciple  he  (i.e.  Hari)  is  approving  (on  account  of  his)  devotion  (to  Hari). 

(6).  Being  surrounded  by  a  circle6  on  account  of  the  Maya  he  dances,  by  another  love  (duality)  he 
is  incurring  pain. 

In  whose  heart  love  (to  Hari)  springs  up,  he  (becomes)  emancipated. 

1  1H  eJHT^fejJfT-  *T3  signifies  here  joy,  comfort;  cf.  p.  162,  note  2.  aldl<c(cVtt{T  is  a  new 
formation  of  a  verbal  adjective,  5T5T'@  (see  my  Sindhi  Grammar,  p.  52,  9),  which,  by  alliteration,  is  changed 
to  the  (in  itself  meaningless)  form  3"3T^fe*H"T- 

2  »?W  s.m.  a  devotee  or  ascetic. 

3  The  mind  was  before  going  astray  by  duality,  it  is  now  reconciled  (united)  with  itself.    Cf.  p.  170,  note  1. 

4  3735  inJ  may  also  signify :  he  plays  the  cymbal ;  see  v.  6. 

5  f\f=f  "^"fq",  having  bound  round  (himself)  a  halo  =  being  surrounded  by  a  halo,  like  the  moon.  The 
sense  is :  on  account  of  the  Maya  (illusion)  he  has  become  dim-sighted,  so  that  he  is  no  more  able  to  look 
upon  things  as  they  are  in  reality,  he  is  ensnared  in  the  error  of  duality. 
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(V).  His  senses  (are)  in  (his)  power,  he  is  endowed  with  true  control  (of  his  passions). 
By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  always  meditates  on  Hari ;  this  devotee  is  pleasing  to  Hari. 
(8).  By  the  disciple  devotion  is  made  (all)  the  four  ages  (to  Hari). 
By  devotion  to  another  no  one  obtains  (him,  i.e.  Hari). 

Nanak  (says) :  the  name  is  obtained  by  attachment  to  the  Guru,  by  him  who  applies  his  mind  to  the 
feet  of  the  Guru. 

Majh;  mahala  III. 

XXI.     XXII. 

(1).  (Who)  serves  the  True  one,  (who)  praises  the  True  one: 
He  has  never  (any)  pain  on  account  of  the  true  name. 

Those,  who  serve  the  giver  of  comfort,  obtain  comfort,  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  they  are  causing 
him  to  dwell  in  (their)  heart. 

Pause. 
I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  with  natural  ease  practise  deep  meditation. 
Those,  who  serve  Hari,  are  always  lustrous ;  by  beauty  and  sagacious  knowledge  they  are  brilliant. 
(2).  Every  one  is  called  a  devotee. 
Those  are  devotees,  who  are  acceptable  to  thy  mind. 

They  praise  thee  by  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru),  imbued  with  love  (to  thee)  they  perform  adoration. 
(3).  Every  one  is  thine,  0  true  Hari ! 

If  he  meet  with  a  disciple,  then  his  wandering  about  ceases. 

When  he  is  pleasing  to  thee,  thou  imbuest  him  with  love  to  the  name,  thou  thyself  causest  him  to 
mutter  the  name. 

(4).  By  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  established  in  the  heart. 
Joy'  and  grief,  all  spiritual  blindness  is  parted  with. 

Devout  meditation  is  made  on  the  One,  he  is  always  fixing  the  name  of  Hari  in  (his)  mind. 
(5).  The  devotees  are  always  imbued  with  love  and  affection  to  thee. 
The  name,  (containing)  the  nine  treasures,  has  come  and  settled  in  their  heart. 
By  a  full  destiny  the  true  Guru  is  obtained  (by  them),  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (thou 
art)  uniting  (them)  to  union  (with  thyself). 

(6).  Thou  art  always  merciful  and  bestowing  comfort. 
Thou  thyself  unitest  (him  who)  is  known  (by  thee)  as  a  disciple. 

Thou  thyself  givest  the  greatness  of  the  name ;  those,  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  obtain  comfort. 
(7).  The  true  ones  are  continually  praising  thee. 
By  the  disciple  none  other  is  known  (but  thou). 

His  mind  remains  absorbed  with  the  One,  by  (his)  mind  being  won  over  he  meets  with  (his)  mind.1 
(8).  He,  who  becomes  a  disciple,  praises 
The  true  Lord,  who  is  without  concern. 

Nanak  (says) :  (in  whose)  heart  the  name  dwells,  (him)  Hari  is  uniting  by  means  of  the  word  of 
the  Guru. 

Majh;  mahala  III. 

XXII.    XXIII. 

(1).  Thy  devotees  are  shining  in  (thy)  true  court. 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  they  are  adorned  by  the  name. 

1  Hfe  HfTSjft  VTrfU  Umi^fenn-    fW5T@  governs  the  Dative  (*T35fU);   by  the  mind  being 
reconciled,  won  over  to  the  Supreme,  from  whom  it  was  separated  by  duality,  duality  in  the  mind  ceases. 
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Always,  day  and  night,  they  remain  in  joy,  reciting  the  qualities  (of  Hari)  they  are  absorbed  in  the 
abode  of  qualities. 

•  Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  those,  who)  hear  and  fix  the  name  in  (their)  heart. 

Hari,  the  true,  the  highest,  is  uniting  (them  to  himself),  having  destroyed  (their)  egotism. 

(2).  Hari  is  true,  of  a  true  name. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  unites  some  one. 

Those,  who  are  united  -with  him  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  are  not  separated  (again),  they 
are  easily  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(3).  "Without  thee  nothing  is  done. 

Thou  having  made  seest  and  knowest  (all).    _ 

The  creator  himself  does  and  causes  to  be  done  (everything),  by  means  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru 
he  himself  is  uniting. 

(4).  A  virtuous  woman  obtains  Hari : 

(Who)  makes  her  ornament  out  of  fear  and  love  (to  Hari). 

By  serving  the  true  Guru  she  is  always  a  (happy)  married  woman,  by  means  of  the  true  instruction 
(of  the  Guru)  she  is  absorbed. 

(5).  Those,  who  forget  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  (get)  no  place  nor  spot. 

They  are  led  astray  by  error  (and  are)  like  a  crow  in  an  empty  house. 

This  and  the  other  world,  both  are  lost  by  them,  in  pain  they  pass  their  time. 

(6).  In  writing  and  writing1  paper  and  ink  is  lost. 

By  second  love  (duality)  no  one  obtains  comfort. 

Falsehood  £hey  write  and  falsehood  they  earn,  those  who  apply  their  thoughts  to  falsehood,  are 
consumed. 

(7).  The  disciples,  who  write  the  consideration  of  the  perfectly  True  one : 

They  are  true  and  obtain  the  gate  of  salvation. 

True  is  (their)  paper,  pen  and  inkstand,  writing  the  True  one  they  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(8).  Thy  Lord,  being  seated  within  (the  heart),  sees  (it). 

"Who  obtains  him  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  that  man  is  of  account. 

Nanak  (says) :  from  the  name  greatness  is  obtained,  from  the  perfect  Guru  he  gets  it  {i.e.  the  name). 

Majh;  mahald  III. 

XXIII.     XXIV. 
(1).  The  manifestation  (explication)  of  the  Supreme  Spirit  is  made  by  the  Guru. 
(To  whom)  the  filth  of  egotism  sticks,  he  clears  it  away  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
(His)  mind  (becomes)  pure,  he  is  daily'engaged  in  devotion,  performing  devotion  he  obtains  Hari. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  themselves  perform  devotion  and  cause  others 

to  perform  devotion. 

To  those  devotees  reverence  should  always  be  paid,  who  day  by  day  sing  the  praises  of  Hari. 

(2).  The  creator  himself  is  the  causality  and  causes  (everything)  to  be  done. 

"Whom  he  pleases,  he  applies  to  the  work. 

In  consequence  of  a  perfect  destiny  the  service  of  the  Guru  is  made ;  by  the  service  of  the  Guru  he 

obtains  comfort. 

1  Supply  from  the  following  lines  the  word  "falsehood"  (5W). 
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(3).  Having  died,  having  died  he  lives  and  ohtains  then  everything. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  makes  Hari  dwell  in  (his)  mind. 

He  is  always  emancipated  (from  matter)  and  makes  Hari  dwell  in  (his)  mind,  easily  he  is  absorbed 
in  the  Innate'  (Supreme). 

(4).  (Though)  he  perform  many  (religious)  works,  he  does  not  obtain  final  emancipation. 

He  wanders  about  in  foreign  countries  and  is  ruined  by  second  love  (duality). 

Uselessly  his  (human)  birth  is  lost  by  the  deceitful  one,  without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is 
incurring  pain. 

(5).  "Who  checks  busy  activity  and  keeps  it  back : 

He  obtains  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  highest  step. 

The  true  Guru  himself  unites  (him)  to  union  (with  Hari),  being  united  with  the  beloved  he  obtains 
comfort. 

(6).  Some  are  given  to  falsehood  and  obtain  spurious  fruits. 

By  second  love  they  uselessly  waste  their  life. 

They  are  drowned  themselves  and  all  their  families  are  drowned  (by  them),  having  spoken  falsehood 
they  are  eating  poison. 

(7).  Some  (rare)  disciple  sees  in  this  (human)  body  the  mind:2 

"When  he  soaks  up  by  love  and  devotion  his  individuality. 

The  Siddhs  and  Sadhiks  and  silent  ascetics  continue  in  deep  meditation,  yet  even  in  their  body  the 
mind  is  not  becoming  visible. 

(8).  That  creator  himself  causes  (everything)  to  be  done. 

"What  can  another  do,  what  is  done  by  a  creature  ? 

Nanak  (says) :  To  whom  he  gives  the  name,  he  takes  it ;  he  causes  the  nanje  to  dwell  in  (man's) 
mind. 

Majh;  mahala  III. 

XXIV.    XXV. 

(1).  In  this  cavern  (  =  body)  is  an  inexhaustible  treasure. 
In  it  (i.e.  the  body)  dwells  the  invisible,  boundless  Hari. 

He  himself  is  hidden,  he  himself  is  manifest,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  is  doing  away  the  indi- 
viduality (of  man). 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  cause  the  nectar-name  to  dwell  in  (their) 
mind. 

The  nectar-name  is  a  great  sweet  juice,  out  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  they  are  drinking  nectar. 

(2).  Having  destroyed  egotism  (individuality)  the  adamant  shutters  are  opened  (by  the  Guru), 

The  priceless  name  is  obtained  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru, 

"Without  the  word  (instruction  of  the  Guru)  no  one  gets  the  name,  by  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  he 
makes  it  dwell  in  (his)  mind. 

(3).  (By  whom)  the  (divine)  knowledge  of  the  Guru  as  a  true  collyrium  is  put  upon  (his)  eyes : 

In  (his)  heart  there  is  light,  ignorance  and  darkness  are  dispersed. 

Light  is  blended  with  the  Luminous  (the  fountain  of  light),  his  heart  is  won  over  (conciliated  to  the 
Supreme),  at  the  gate  of  Hari  he  obtains  lustre, 

(4).  If  he  go  to  seek  {i.e.  the  name)  outside  his  body : 

He  does  not  get  the  name,  he  incurs  much  forced  labour  and  pain. 

1  Or  :  the  self-existing. 

2  IKS,  here  comprehensively,  the  inner  man,  the  intelligent  power,  as  being  light  from  light. 
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To  the  blind  fleshly-minded  man  it  {i.e.  the  thing)  does  not  become  visible,  having  returned  to  his 
house  (=body)1  the  disciple  gets  the  thing  {i.e.  the  Supreme). 

(5).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  obtains  the  true  Hari. 

He  sees  (him)  in  (his)  heart  and  body,  the  filth  of  (his)  egotism  goes  off. 

Sitting  in  his  own  place  he  always  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari,  by  means  of  the  true  word  (of  the 
Guru)  he  is  absorbed  (in  Hari). 

(6).  He  obstructs  the  nine  gates8  (of  the  body),  he  keeps  back  the  running  (mind). 

He  gets  his  dwelling  in  the  tenth  (gate),  as  in  his  own  house. 

There  the  unbeaten  sound  is  sounded  day  and  night,  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  he  is  hearing3  the 
sound. 

(7).  "Without  the  word  (instruction  of  the  Guru)  there  is  darkness  in  the  heart. 

He  receives  the  nine  (sentiments)  and  the  seven  (elementary  substances  of  the  body),4  the  revolution 
(in  transmigration)  does  not  cease. 

In  the  hand  of  the  true  Guru  is  the  key,  by  another  the  door  is  not  opened,  the  Guru  makes  (the 
disciple)  meet  with  a  perfect  lot. 

(8).  Thou  art  hidden  and  manifest  in  all  places. 

Being  united  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  acuteness  of  mind  is  obtained. 

Nanak  (says)  :  Praise  thou  always  the  name !  the  disciple  makes  it  dwell  in  (his)  mind. 

Majh;  mahala  III, 

XXV.     XXVI. 

(1).  The  disciple  is  united  (with  Hari),  he  himself  unites  (him). 

Death  does  not  overcome  (him),  pain  does  not  afflict  (him). 

Having  destroyed  egotism  (individuality)  he  breaks  all  bonds,  the  disciple  is  lustrous  by  the  word  (of 

the  Guru). 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  are  lustrous  by  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 

The  disciple  sings,  the  disciple  dances,  he  applies  his  mind  to  Hari. 

(2).  The  disciple  is  approved  of,  he  may  live  (or)  die. 

(His)  life  is  not  consumed,  (if)  he  knows  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

The  disciple  does  not  die,  nor  does  death  devour  (him),  the  disciple  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(3).  The  disciple  obtains  lustre  at  the  gate  of  Hari. 

The  disciple  puts  away  from  within  his  own  self  (=  individuality). 

He  himself  crosses  and  causes  all  his  families  to  cross,  the  disciple  is  adjusting  (his)  life.5 

(4).  Pain  never  befalls  the  body  of  the  disciple. 

The  disciple's  pain,  caused  by  egotism  (individuality),  ceases. 

The  mind  of  the  disciple  is  pure,  filth  does  not  again  stick  to  it ;  the  disciple  is  easily  absorbed. 

1  The  reading  of  many  manuscripts :  furfij,  is  wrong>  WfcT  must  be  read  in  its  stead. 

2  The  reading  of  many  manuscripts  (and  of  the  lithographed  copies):  ^fjj,  is  wrong,  ^J  must  be  read, 
as  borne  out  by  the  best  manuscripts. 

s  BtjuwfoWT  is  =  *l2tT'©,>  verbal  adjective :  hearing.  The  sense  of  this  verse  is ;  By  abstraction  from 
withoutand  restraining  the  vital  breath  in  the  tenth  gate  the  sound  not  produced  by  beating  (a  musical  instru- 
ment) is  heard,  i.e.  6m,  indicative  of  the  mental  absorption  in  the  Supreme. 

4  ,„  j—  jra  is  to  be  referred  to  the  nine  "^f  or  sentiments  of  the  1{7>,  H3  to  the  seven  constituent 
elements  of  the  body. 

i.e.  He  gains  the  object  of  his  life. 
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(5).  The  disciple  obtains  the  greatness  of  trie  name. 

The  disciple  sings  the  praises  (of  Hari)  and  gets  lustre  (thereby). 

He  remains  always  in  joy  day  and  night,  the  disciple  is  performing  the  word  (=  order  of  the 
Guru). 

(6).  The  disciple  is  daily  in  love  with  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

In  the  four  periods  (of  the  world)  it  is  known  by  the  disciple. 

The  disciple  sings  the  praises  (of  Hari),  he  is  always  pure,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is 
performing  devotion. 

(7).  Without  the  Guru  there  is  utter  darkness.  , 

Seized  by  death  they  make  shrieks. 

They  are  daily  sick,  worms  of  ordure  and  are  incurring  pain  in  ordure. 

(8).  The  disciple  himself  does  and  causes  to  be  done  (everything). 

(For)  he  himself  (=Hari)  has  come  and  settled  in  the  heart  of  the  disciple. 

Eanak  (says) :  by  the  name  greatness  is  obtained,  from  the  perfect  Guru  he  (i.e.  the  disciple)  obtains 
it  (i.e.  the  name). 

Majh ;  mahala  III. 
XXVI.     XXVII. 

(1).  There  is  one  and  the  same  light  (=  vital  power)  in  the  bodies. 

The  true,  perfect  Guru  shows  (this)  by  his  instruction. 

By  (Hari)  himself  the  difference '  is  made  within  the  body,  he  himself  (also)  is  making  the  harmony. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  sing  the  praises  of  the  true  Hari. 

Without  the  Guru  no  one  obtains  understanding  (of  truth),  the  disciple  is  absorbed  naturally. 

(2).  Thou  thyself  art  brilliant,  thou  thyself  fascinatest  the  world. 

Thou  thyself  stringest  the  world  by  a  glance.2 

Thou  thyself  givest  pain  and  joy,  0  creator,  the  disciple  is  seeing  Hari. 

(3).  The  creator  himself  does  and  causes  to  be  done  (everything). 

He  himself  makes  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  dwell  in  the  mind. 

From  the  instruction  (of  the  Guru)  the  nectar-sound  (  =  the  name)  springs  up,  the  disciple  tells  and 
proclaims  it. 

(4).  Thou  thyself  (art)  the  creator,  thou  thyself  (art)  the  enjoyer. 

(His)  bonds  are  broken,  he  is  always  free  (from  matter) : 

He  himself  is  alwayB  free,  he  himself  is  true,  (who)  is  apprehending  the  inapprehensible  one. 

(5).  Thou  thyself  (art)  the  Maya,  thou  thyself  the  shade  (caused  by  the  Maya). 

Thou  thyself  the  spiritual  blindness,  (by  whom)  the  world  was  created. 

Thou  thyself  (art)  the  giver  of  the  excellences,3  thou  thyself  singest  the  excellences,  thou  thyself 
tellest  and  proclaimest  (them). 

(6).  Thou  thyself  doest  and  thou  thyself  causest  to  be  done  (everything). 

Thou  thyself  establishest  and  thou  thyself  disestablishest. 

Without  thee  nothing  is  done,  thou  thyself  art  putting  (the  creatures)  into  (their)  work. 

(7).  Thou  thyself  killest  and  thou  thyself  vivifiest. 

1  Difference  =  duality. 

2  Thou  overlookest  the  world  with  one  glance. 

3  The  sense  is  :  he  puts  his  own  praise  into  the  mouth  of  the  devotee,  and  he  himself  is  also  the  devotee 
who  sings  it 
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Thou  thyself  unitest  (them) l  and  causest  (them)  to  be  united  (with  thee). 
From  (thy)  service  comfort  is  always  obtained,  the  disciple  is  easily  absorbed  (in  thee). 
(8).  Thou  thyBelf  art  higher  than  higfc.  ^^ 

To  whom  thou  showest  thyself,  that  one  sees  (thee).  ^^P"*"*"^ 

Nanak  (says) :  in  (whose)  heart  the  name  dwells,  he  himself,  having  seen  (him),  is  showing  (him 
to  others). 

Majh ;  mahala  III. 

XXVII.     XXVIII. 
(1).  My  Lord  is  brimfully  contained  in  all  places. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  obtain  him  even  in  (my  own)  house  (=body). 
I  always  cling  (to  him),  with  one  mind  I  meditate  (on  him) ;  the  disciple  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  mate  the  world-soul  dwell  in  (their)  mind. 

Hari  is  the  world-soul,  fearless,  bountiful ;  by  means  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  they  are  easily 
absorbed  (in  him). 

(2).  In  the  house  (=body)  is  the  earth,  the  heaven  and  the  nether  region. 

Even  in  the  house  is  the  young  beloved  always. 

The  giver  of  comfort  remains  always  in  joy,  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  is  easily 
blending  (with  the  disciples). 

(3).  In  (whose)  body  is :  "I,  I,"  "mine"  (= individuality) : 

(His)  turn  of  birth  and  death  does  not  cease. 

"Who  becomes  a  disciple,  he  destroys  his  egotism  (= individuality),  he  is  meditating  on  the  perfectly 
True  one. 

(4).  "Within  the  body  is  (religious)  demerit  and  (religious)  merit,  two  brothers. 

By  both,  having  met,  a  creation  (of  their  own)  is  produced. 

"Who,  having  destroyed  both,  comes  into  the  One  house,3  he  is  easily  absorbed  by  means  of  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Guru. 

(5).  In  the  house  (=  intellectual  personality)  is  darkness  on  account  of  another  love  (= duality). 

(In  whom)  light  is  made,  he  gives  up  "I,  I,"  "mine"  (individuality). 

(To  whom)  the  comfort-giving  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  known,  he  is  day  by  day  meditating  on  the  name. 

(6).  Within  (the  person)  light  is  displayed  and  spread  out. 

By  the  testimony  of  the  Guru  darkness  is  dispelled. 

The  Lotus  (=heart)  is  opening,  comfort  is  always  obtained,  the  Luminous  one  (=fountain  of  light) 
is  blending  light  (with  himself).3 

(7).  Within  is  the  palace  (of  Hari),  with  jewels  are  filled  the  store-rooms. 

The  disciple  obtains  the  boundless  name. 

The  disciple  purchases  and  is  always  trafficking,  he  obtains  always  the  gain  of  the  name. 

(8).  He  himself  keeps  the  thing  (=the  name),  he  himself  gives  (it). 

Some,  some  disciples  purchase  it. 

Nanak  (says) :  On  whom  he  looks  favourably,  he  obtains  it,  bestowing  his  mercy  (on  him)  he  dwells 
in  (his)  heart. 

1  The  first  5^5ST  signifies  :  to  unite,  and  f^WlOcM.  to  cause  to  be  united  in  union  (5ft^  Loc). 

2  f2oT5  urfB'>  Locative,  dependent  on  *HT%-  Tne  0ne  house  is  the  One  personality,  freed  from  the 
Maya,  and  recognizing  its  identity  with  the  Supreme.  .  Such  a  personality  demerit  or  merit  does  not  affect  any 
longer,  they  are  cleared  away  by  knowing  the  all-pervading  world-soul  and  by  absorption  in  it. 

3  i.e.  The  fountain  of  light  (=the  Supreme)  is  re-absorbing  the  (infused)  light. 
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Ifajh ;  mahala  III. 
XXVIII.     XXIX. 

(1).  Hari  himself  unites  (those)  and  makes  (them)  do  service  : 
(Whose)  second  love  (=duality)  ceases  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

Hari  is  pure  (and)  always  giving  (his)  qualities  (to  praise),  he  himself  (also)  is  absorbing  (them)  in 
the  qualities  of  Hari. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  are  making  the  perfectly  True  one  dwell  in 
(their)  heart. 

The  true  name  is  always  pure,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  it  dwells  in  the  mind. 

(2).  The  Guru  himself  is  bountiful,  disposing  the  destiny. 

(His)  servants  serve  (him),  by  the  disciples  Hari  is  known. 

By  the  nectar-name  (his)  people  are  always  lustrous,  from  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  they  obtain 
the  juice  (=  nectar)  of  Hari. 

(3).  In  the  cavern  (=body)  is  a  beautiful  place. 

By  the  perfect  Guru  the  error  of  egotism  (individuality)  is  stopped. 

Day  by  day  they  praise  the  name,  they  are  imbued  with  love  (to  it),  by  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  they 
obtain  it. 

(4).  By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  they  reflect  on  this  cavern  (=body) : 

"Within  (whom)  the  pure  name  of  Murari  dwells. 

They  sing  the  praises  of  Hari,  they  become  lustrous  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  having  met  with 
(their)  beloved,  they  obtain  comfort. 

(5).  Yama  is  a  receiver  of  customs ;  on  second  love  he  levies  an  impost. 

He  punishes  him,  who  has  missed  the  name. 

He  takes  account  of  twenty-four  minutes  (gharls)  and  of  forty-eight  minutes,  from  a  Eati  he  is 
drawing  out  the  weight  of  a  Masa.1 

(6).  "Who  does  not  think  of  her  beloved  in  her  father's  house  : 

She,  robbed  by  second  love,  weeps  (with)  lamentations. 

She  i3  quite  unadorned,  deformed  and  bearing  ill-boding  marks,  not  in  a  dream  she  obtains  her 
beloved. 

(7).  (By  whom)  in  her  father's  house  the  beloved  is  made  to  dwell  in  her  heart : 

(To  her)  he  is  shown  (as  being)  in  (her)  presence  by  the  perfect  Guru. 

By  (that)  woman  the  beloved  is  kept  fast,  she  puts  (him)  to  her  neck,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the 
Guru)  she  enjoys  the  beloved,  her  bed  is  beautiful. 

(8).  He  himself  gives  (and)  calls. 

His  own  name  he  makes  dwell  in  the  heart. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  greatness  of  the  name  accrues  (to  them,  who)  daily  always  sing  (his)  praises. 

Majh;  mahala  III. 
XXIX.     XXX. 

(1).  (Their)  life  is  excellent,  (who)  dwell  in  their  own  place : 
(Who)  Berve  the  true  Guru  and  lead  a  retired  life  in  their  house. 
.     They  remain  in  the  love  of  Hari,  they  are  always  imbued  with  love  (to  Hari),  by  the  relish  of  Hari 
(their)  mind  is  satiated. 

1  A  Masa  is  equal  to  eight  (or  five)  Ratis. 
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I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  having  read  and  understood  (the  name)  make  it 
dwell  in  their  heart.  v 

The  disciples  read  and  praise  the  name  of  Hari  and  are  obtaining  lustre  at  the  true  gate. 

(2).  Hari  is  contained  (everywhere)  inapprehensibly  and  impenetrably. 

By  no  contrivance  can  he  be  obtained. 

If  he  {i.e.  Hari)  bestow  his  mercy,  then  the  true  Guru  meets  (with  one),  by  his  favourable  look  he 
is  uniting  to  union  (with  himself). 

(3).  'Who  reads  in  second  love  (=duality),  does  not  understand. 

On  account  of  the  threefold  Maya  he  is  tossed  about. 

The  threefold  bond  breaks  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  {i.e.  Hari) 
is  procuring  final  emancipation. 

(4).  This  (human)  volatile  mind  does  not  come  into  (one's)  power. 

It  clings  to  duality  and  runs  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  earth). 

It  is  a  worm  of  poison,  it  is  steeped  in  poison  and  in  poison  it  is  consumed. 

(5).  "I,  I,"  he  says,  his  own  self  he  causes  to  be  brought  forth.1 

He  does  many  (religious)  works,  but  is  not  at  all  accepted. 

"Without  thee  nothing  is  done ;  (on  whom)  thou  bestowest  (thy  favour),  he  is  lustrous  by  the  word 
(of  the  Guru). 

(6).  He  is  born  and  consumed,  (but)  Hari  he  does  not  comprehend. 

Daily  he  wanders  about  in  second  love. 

The  life  of  the  self-willed  one  is  lost  uselessly,  at  the  end,  when  he  is  gone,  he  is  regretting  it. 

(7).  The  beloved  (=husband)  is  in  a  foreign  country,  (and)  she  (  =  his  wife)  is  decorating  (herself). 

The  blind  self-willed  woman  does  such  works. 

In  this  world  she  (gets)  no  beauty,  in  that  world  no  entrance,  she  is  uselessly  wasting  her  lifetime. 

(8).  The  name  of  Hari  is  known  by  some  rare  one. 

Prom  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru  it  is  apprehended. 

Day  by  day  he  performs  devotion,  day  and  night  he  easily  obtains  comfort. 

(9).  In  all  abides  that  (only)  One. 

Some  rare  disciple  understands  (this). 

Nanak  (says) :  The  people,  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  are  lustrous,  he  himself  {i.e.  Hari)  is 
uniting  them  out  of  mercy. 

Majh;  mdhala  III. 

XXX.     XXXI. 

(1).  The  fleshly-minded  one  reads  and  is  called  a  Pandit. 

By  second  love  he  incurs  great  pain. 

Intoxicated  by  worldly  affairs  he  sees  nothing,  again  and  again  he  comes  into  the  womb. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who),  having  destroyed  their  egotism  (individuality), 
are  united  (with  Hari). 

On  account  of  (their)  service  of  the  Guru  Hari  takes  his  abode  in  (their)  heart,  they  are  easily 
drinking  the  juice  of  Hari. 

(2).  They  read  the  Veda,  (but)  the  taste  of  Hari  has  not  come  (to  them). 

They  explain  a  discourse,  (but)  are  blinded  by  the  Maya. 

1  TlcM6OT»  v.  caus.  To  cause  to  be  brought  forth;  to  deliver  (said  of  a  midwife).    The  sense  is:  he 
everywhere  puts  in  his  own  self. 

23 
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There  is  always  ignorance  and  darkness  in  the  intoxicated  ones,  (but)  the  disciple  understands  and 
is  praising  Hari. 

(3).  (By  whom)  the  ineffable  one  is  related,  he  is  lustrous  by  the  word. 

By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  likes1  in  (his)  mind  the  True  one. 

The  perfectly  True  one  abides  (with  him)  day  and  night,  (and)  the  mind  takes  delight2  in  the  True 
one. 

(4).  Those  who  are  attached  to  the  True  one,  the  True  one  likes. 

He  himself  gives  (to  them)  and  does  not  repent  of  it. 

From  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  True  one  is  always  known,  being  united  with  the  True  one  they 
obtain  comfort. 

(5).  The  filth  of  falsehood  and  unrighteousness  does  not  stick  to  them. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  they  wake  daily. 

The  pure  name  dwells  within  (their)  heart,  the  Luminous  one  is  blending  light  (with  himself). 

(6).  They  read  in  the  three  qualities,3  the  truth  of  Hari  they  do  not  know. 

Having  strayed  away  from  the  root  (= first  cause)  they  do  not  apprehend  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

They  are  overspread  with  spiritual  blindness,  nothing  is  (clearly)  seen;  from  the  word  of  the  Guru 
they  obtain  Hari. 

(7).  They  read  aloud  the  Veda,  (blinded  by)  the  threefold  Maya. 

The  fleshly-minded  do  not  understand  (them)  on  account  of  second  love  (  =  duality). 

(Blinded  by)  the  three  qualities  they  read,  the  One  Hari  they  do  not  know,  without  comprehending 
(him)  they  incur  pain. 

(8).  When  it  is  pleasing  to  him,  then  he  himself  unites  (with  himself). 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  puts  a  stop  to  doubt  and  pain. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  greatness  of  the  name  is  true,  by  minding  the  name  they  obtain  comfort. 

Majh;  mahala  III. 
XXXI.     XXXII. 

(1).  He  himself  is  without  any  qualities  and  endowed  with  all  qualities. 

Who  apprehends  the  truth  (  =  the  Supreme),  he  becomes  a  Pandit. 

He  himself  crosses  and  makes  all  his  families  cross,  who  makes  the  name  of  Hari  dwell  in  his  mind. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who),  having  tasted  the  juice  of  Hari,  are  getting 
its  flavour. 

Those  people  are  pure,  who  taste  the  juice  of  Hari,  they  are  meditating  on  the  pure  name. 

(2).  They  are  exempt  from  the  obligation  of  (religious)  works,4  who  meditate  on  the  word  (of  the 
Guru). 

In  (their)  heart  is  the  truth,  by  divine  knowledge  they  destroy  egotism. 

1  3|Qcm  is  also  active,  to  consider,  to  like,  to  incline  to. 

2  We  have  in  the  manuscripts  two  readings — (a)  TrfxJ  dJ|l^fcVHT>  and  (b)  *rg  <JJ|  (<^(c\*HT-  I"  the 
first  case  dJ|l«^fc\*KT  (=dJ|lQ)  is  the  verbal  adjective  of  dJ|cNT>  v.n.,  taking  delight  in ;  in  the  latter 
3<>ll<cfcVWT  (=dJ|l«ScM)  is  the  verbal  adjective  of  dJIlOcM,  colouring,  imbuing  with  love.  According  to 
the  context  the  first  reading  is  preferable. 

3  5^1^ '  Sansk.  ^JT!?I,  the  aggregate  of  the  three  qualities,  the  same  as  the  following  f^fjrftl  lflfSWT> 
the  Maya  containing  the  three  qualities.     It  is  opposed  here  to  33  (TItST)  truth. 

4  lAvJo<d«n  (Sansk.  fsT^i?!),  free  from  the  obligation  of  religious  works  (by  meditation  on  the  name). 
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TKey  obtain  the  boon  of  the  name,  the  nine  treasures ;  having  effaced  the  three  qualities  they  are 
absorbed  (in  the  Supreme). 

(3).  Who  says :  "  I,  I,"  does  not  baeorae  exempt  from  works. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  puts  away  egotism, 

"Within  him  is  discrimination,1  he  always  meditates  on  his  own  self,  by  means  of  the  word  of  the 
Guru  he  is  singing  the  praises  (of  Hari). 

(4).  Hari  is  the  lake,  the  ocean,  pure  is  the  intelligence  (about  him). 

The  saints  always  pick  (it)  up,  it  is  obtained  from  the  mouth  of  the  Guru. 

They  always  bathe  (in  the  ocean  =  Hari)  day  and  night,  the  filth  of  egotism  (= individuality)  they 
remove. 

(5).  The  devotees  are  pure  by  dint  of  love  and  affection  (to  Hari). 

They  dwell  in  the  pond  of  Hari,  having  destroyed  egotism. 

Day  and  night  they  have  love  to  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru),  in  the  pond  of  Hari  they  get  (their) 
dwelling. 

(6).  The  fleshly-minded  one  is  always  a  filthy  heron,  the  filth  of  egotism  he  applies  (to  himself). 

He  makes  ablution,  but  (his)  filth  does  not  go. 

(Who)  dies  whilst  living  and  reflects  on  the  word  of  the  Guru,  he  is  removing  the  filth  of  his  egotism. 

(7).  The  jewel  and  exquisite  thing  is  obtained  from  (one's  own)  house. 

By  the  perfect  and  true  Guru  the  word  is  proclaimed. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  darkness  is  blotted  out,  he  himself2  is  recognizing  the  light  in  (his)  body. 

(8).  He  himself  produces  and  he  himself  sees. 

Who  serves  the  true  Guru,  that  man  is  of  account, 

Nanak  (says) :  the  name  dwells  in  the  body  (creature),3  by  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  (one)  is  obtaining  it. 

Majh  ;  mahala  III. 

xxxir.   xxxiii. 

(1).  The  whole  world  is  under  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya. 
The  three  qualities4  are  seen  as  beguiled  by  the  Maya. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  some  rare  one  comprehends  (the  truth),  and  is  applying  deep  meditation 
in  the  fourth  state. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  consume  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  by  means 
of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Who  burn  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  and  direct  their  thoughts  on  Hari,  they  obtain  lustre  at  the 
gate  and  palace  of  Hari. 

(2).  The  root  (origin)  of  the  goddesses  and  gods  is  the  Maya. 

By  whom  (i.e.  Maya)  the  Smriti  and  Shastras  are  produced. 

Lust  and  wrath  are  spread  out  in  the  world,  coming  and  going  (people)  incur  pain. 

(3).  In  this  (world)  one  jewel  of  divine  knowledge  is  put  down. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  it  is  made  to  dwell  in  the  heart. 

'     '  filfcjof  (f%i}qj),  the  power  of  discriminating  Brahm,  the  invisible  spirit,  from  the  visible  (but  unreal) 
-  objects,  reality  from  unreality. 

2  i.e.  The  disciple. 

3  UTZ>  body,  vessel ;  any  created  thing  or  creature. 

4  There  are  two  readings  in  the  MSS. :  53JS  and  ^3JcS^ ;  if  ^3T^  be  read,  the  translation  must  be : 
the  creatures  endowed  with  the  three  qualities  (i.e.  everything  created). 
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"Who  practises  chastity,  truthfulness  aud  true  control  of  his  senses,  he  is  meditating  on  the  name  by- 
means  of  the  perfect  Guru. 

(4).  In  her  father's  house  the  woman  is  led  astray  hy  error. 

She  has  clung  to  another  and  repents  (of  it)  again  (afterwards). 

This  and  that  world,  both  are  lost,  not  in  a  dream  she  obtains  comfort. 

(5).  (If)  in  .her  father's  house  the  woman  keeps  in  mind  her  beloved  : 

She  sees  (him  as  being)  with  (her)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 

She  remains  naturally  imbued  with  love  to  (her)  beloved,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  she 
makes  love  (to  him). 

(6).  Their  life  is  fruitful,  who  have  obtained  the  true  Guru. 

Other  love  is  consumed  (by  them)  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

The  One  abides  in  (their)  heart,  having  joined  the  society  of  the  pious  they  are  singing  the  attributes 
of  Hari. 

(7).  "Who  does  not  serve  the  true  Guru,  for  what  has  he  come  (into  the  world)  ? 

His  life  is  a  misery,  his  human  birth  is  uselessly  thrown  away. 

The  name  does  not  come  into  the  mind  of  the  fleshly-minded  one,  without  the  name  he  is 
incurring  much  pain. 

(8).  By  whom  creation  is  made,  he  knows  (with  certainty). 

He  himself  unites  (him),  (who)  knows  (him)  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Kanak  (says) :  the  name  is  obtained  by  those  people,  on  whose  forehead  (this)  destiny  was  written1 
from  the  beginning. 


MAJH;  MAHALA  IV. 
I.     XXXIV. 

(1).  He  himself  is  the  primeval,  boundless  male  (=Supreme  Being). 

He  himself  establishes,  and  having  established  disestablishes  (again). 

In  all  exists  that  One ;  the  disciple  obtains  lustre. 

Pause. 

I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  are  meditating  on  the  name  of  the  Formless  one. 

He  has  no  form  nor  sign  (and  is  yet)  seen  in  everybody  (=in  everything  Greated),  the  disciple  is 
apprehending  the  inapprehensible  one. 

(2).  Thou  art  kind  and  merciful,  that  Lord. 

"Without  thee  there  is  none  other. 

If  the  Guru  bestow  his  favour,  he  gives  the  name ;  who  praises  (the  name),  he  is  absorbed  in  the  name. 

(3).  Thou  thyself  art  the  true  creator. 

Thy  store-rooms  are  filled  with  devotion.2 

The  disciple  gets  the  name,  his  heart  is  thereby  imbued  with  love,  naturally  he  is  applying  deep 
meditation  (on  the  name). 

(4).  Day  by  day  I  sing  thy  attributes,  0  Lord  ! 

Thee  I  praise,  0  my  beloved  ! 

"Without  thee  I  do  not  want  any  one  else,  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  thou  art  to  be  obtained.3 

1  fetfT^flwfT  =  tWVTT  or  f?5ftfn{T.  the  syllable  ^fe»l{T  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

2  The  sense  of  this  expression,  "  thy  store-rooms  are  filled  with  devotion  or  adoration,"  is ;  ^11  devotion 
is  bestowed  by  thee  from  thy  inexhaustible  treasury. 

3  Vl^fe*HT  is  here  gerundive. 
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(5).  The  measure  of  the  unattainable  and  inapprehensible  one  is  not  obtained. 

If  thou  bestowest  thy  own  mercy,  then  thou  unite'st  (with  thyself). 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru  thou  art  meditated  upon;  who  obeys  the  word  (of  the 
Guru),  is  obtaining  comfort. 

(6).  The  tongue  of  a  virtuous  woman  sings  the  attributes  (of  Hari). 

(Who)  praises  the  name,  she  is  pleasing  to  the  True  one. 

The  (female)  disciple  remains  always  imbued  with  love  (to  Hari),  having  met  with  the  True  one 
she  is  obtaining  lustre. 

(7).  The  fleshly-minded  one  does  (religious)  works  out  of  egotism. 

In  the  gambling  (for)  life  all  the  play  is  lost  (by  her). 

"Within  (her)  is  greediness  and  great  darkness,  again  and  again  she  is  coming  and  going. 

(8).  The  creator  himself  gives  greatness  (to  those)  : 

To  whom  he  decreed  it  from  the  beginning. 

Nanak  (says)  :  who  gets  the  name,  the  fear-destroying,  he  obtains  comfort  from  the  word  of  the  Guru. 


MAJH;  MAHALA  V. 
Ghar  I. 
I.     XXXV. 


(1).  Within  (the  mind)  the  inapprehensible  one  cannot  be  apprehended. 
Having  taken  the  jewel  of  the  name  he  has  concealed  it. 

The  unattainable,  inapprehensible  one,   who  is  higher  than  all,  is  apprehended1  from  the  word 
of  the  Guru. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,  I  am  devoted  (to  them,  who)  in  the  Kali-(yug)  proclaim  the  name. 

The  saints  are  beloved  and  supported  by  the  True  one,  by  a  great  lot  they  obtain  (his)  sight. 

(2).  For  whom  (i.e.  in  whose  search)  the  Sadhiks  and  Siddhs  wander  about : 

(On  whom)  the  Brahmas  and  Indras  meditate  in  (their)  heart ; 

(Whom)  the  thirty-three  crores  (of  gods)  search  for,  him  they  praise  in  their  heart,  having  met  with 
the  Guru. 

(3).  The  eight  watches  the  wind  mutters  thee. 

The  earth  is  the  servant  and  runner  of  (thy)  feet. 

In  the  (four)  mines  and  (their)  species,  in  all  thou  art  indwelling,  in  the  mind  of  all  thou  art  the 
sentient  principle,3 

(4).  The  true  Lord  is  known  to  the  disciple. 

Prom  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru  be  is  known. 

By  whom  he  is  drunk,  they  are  satiated,  the  true  ones  are  filled  with  the  True  one. 

(5).  In  his  house  is  comfort,  he  is  happy. 

He  always  indulges  in  joy,  pastime  and  play. 

He  is  wealthy,  he  is  a  great  merchant,  who  fixes  his  mind  on  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

(6).  First  the  daily  bread  is  prepared  by  thee. 

Then  the  living  creatures  are  produced  by  thee. 

1  WVrrefSWT  is  here  simply  =  WtTT  or  WftflXT. 

2  3T^5T-  *•/•  forming  in  the  mind,  conception,  feeling  (Sansk,  ^n^SJI),  or  taken  as  adjective :  forming, 
acting. 
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Like  thee  there  is  no  donor,  no  other  Lord,  (thou  art)  not  bringing  any  one  in  contact  (with  thyself). 

(7).  "With  whom  thou  art  pleased,  he  meditates  on  thee. 

He  performs  the  advice  of  the  holy  people. 

He  himself  crosses  and  makes  all  his  families  cross ;  at  the  threshold  he  is  not  repulsed.1 

(8).  Thou  (art)  great,  (thou  art)  higher  than  high. 

Thou  art  endless,  thou  art  infinitely  extended.2 

I  sacrifice  myself  for  thee,  Nanak  is  the  slave  (of  thy)  slaves.3 

Majh;  mahala  "V. 
II.    XXXYI. 

(1).  "Who  is  free  (liberated),  who  is  bound? 

"Who  is  endowed  with  (divine)  knowledge,  who  is  the  teacher  (of  it)  ?4 

"Who  is  householder,  who  is  living  lonely  ?  who  attains  (his)  value,  Sir  ? 

(2).  In  what  wise  is  (one)  bound,  in  what  wise  set  free  ? 

In  what  wise  is  coming  and  going  stopped  ? 

Who  is  doing  (religious)  works,  who  is  abstaining  from  works  ?  who  orders  and  is  (himself) 
ordered,6  Sir  ? 

(3).  "Who  is  happy,  who  is  afflicted? 

"Who  is  turning  his  face  towards,  who  is  turning  it  away  ? 

In  what  wise  is  meeting  (union)  effected,  in  what  wise  separation?  who  makes  this  manner 
manifest,  Sir? 

(4).  "What  is  that  letter,  by  which  (worldly)  activity  is  stopped? 

"What  is  the  instruction,  by  means  of  which  (one)  bears  equally  pain  and  pleasure  ? 

"What  is  the  manner  of  life,  by  which  (one)  meditates  on  the  Supreme  Brahm  ?  in  what  manner 
may  (one)  sing  (his)  praise,  Sir  ? 

(5).  The  disciple  is  free,  the  disciple  is  bound  (to  Hari). 

The  disciple  is  endowed  with  (divine)  knowledge,  the  disciple  is  teaching. 

The  disciple,  as  householder  (or)  living  lonely,  is  blessed,  the  disciple  attains  (his,  i.e.  Hari's)  value,  Sir! 

(6).  By  egotism  one  is  bound,  the  disciple  is  set  free. 

The  coming  and  going  of  the  disciple  is  stopped. 

The  disciple  is  doing  (religious)  works,6  the  disciple  is  abstaining  from  works,  the  disciple  acts  by 
his  (own)  natural  disposition,  Sir  ! 

(7).  The  disciple  is  happy,  the  self-willed  one  is  afflicted. 

The  disciple  is  turning  his  face  towards  (the  Guru),  the  self-willed  one  is  turning  it  away  (from  him). 

The  disciple  is  united  (with  Hari),  the  self-willed  one  is  separated,  the  disciple  makes  (this)  manner 
manifest,  Sir ! 

1  T-Jl^fcVHT(  =  "M  l^cM)  is  here  verbal  adjective  =  obtaining. 

2  *reT,  Sansk.  Iff^tl,  extended,  enlarged. 

3  TPR  -i*{|^fe*HT»  a  corruption  instead  of  ^JJT  TTTt  OCT)- 

4  fJT*H  IA\  only  signifies :  endowed  with  knowledge,  though  we  should  rather  expect  here  (for  the  sake 
of  contrast)  T-tQl  M  l+H  (fa  'Sj  W).  seeking  after  knowledge.  yoM  |  (=)rh'l)>  speaking ;  master,  teacher.  The 
construction  is  3J33T  T  o^G<A  ft,  etc. 

5  ?U  olO  HJ>  be  orders  and  is  (himself)  ordered,  i.e.  he  acts  for  himself  spontaneously,  as  explained  in  v.  6. 

6  3-tPT=7<J*n'>  adj.  working,  doing  religious  works,  final  o  being  dropped,  though  the  word-becomes 
thus  confounded  with  the  substantive  e7cTH>  work. 


RAG  MljH,  MAH.  V.,  ASTPAD.  III.  (XXXVII.)  183 

(8).  From  the  mouth  of  the  Guru  (comes)  the  letter,  by  which  (worldly)  activity  is  stopped. 
Prom  the  mouth  of  the  Guru  (comes)  the  instruction,  (by  means  of  which)  (one)  bears  equally  pain 
and  pleasure. 

It  is  the  walk  (conduct)  of  the  disciple,  by  which  (one)  meditates  on  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

It  is  the  disciple,  who  sings  the  praise  (of  Hari),  Sir ! 

(9).  All,  that  is  made,  is  made  by  himself. 

He  himself  does  and  causes  to  be  done  and  to  be  established. 

From  the  One  has  come  forth  the  innumerable,  in  the  One  it  is  absorbed,  Sir ! 

Majh;  mahala  V. 

III.     XXXVII. 

(1).  The  Lord  is  undecayable  (eternal),  then  what  anxiety  is  there? 
Hari  is  the  Lord,  (his)  servant  is  therefore  quite  happy. 

(Thou  art)  the  hope  of  (my)  soul  and  life,  thou  (art)  the  giver  of  comfort,  that  comfort  (which)  thou 
preparest,  (I  am)  obtaining. 


I  am  devoted,  0  Lord,   I  am  devoted  (to  thee,  who  art)  acting  in  the  mind  and  body  of  the 
disciple. 

Thou  art  my  rock,  thou  art  my  screen ;  who  clings  to  thee,  (him  thou  art)  not  sending  away.1 

(2).  To  whom  thy  work  is  sweet : 

That  man  sees  in  every  (created)  body  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

In  every  place  even  Thou,  even  Thou,  the  only  One,  art  existing. 

(3).  All  desires  thou  art  granting. 

With  devotion  and  love  (thy)  store-rooms  are  filled. 

Who  are  protected  by  thee  in  mercy,  they,  by  a  perfect  destiny,  are  absorbed  (in  thee). 

(4).  From  the  hell2  thou  pullest  out. 

Thou  bestowest  mercy  and  lookest  favourably  on  thy  servant. 

He  sings  (then)  the  attributes  of  the  all-filling  and  undecayable  one ;  in  telling  and  hearing  (them) 
there  is  no  end. 

(5).  Here  (in  this  world)  and  there  (in  that  world)  thou  art  the  protector. 

In  the  womb  of  the  mother  thou  art  the  preserver. 

The  fire  of  the  Maya,  does  not  affect  them,  who  steeped  in  (thy)  love  are  singing  (thy)  attributes. 

(6).  How  shall  I  tell  and  remember  thy  qualities? 

Within  my  mind  and  body  I  look  on  thee. 

Thou  art  my  friend,  my  sweetheart ;  0  Lord,  without  thee  I  do  not  know  any  one  else. 

(7).  To  whom  thou,  0  Lord,  hast  become  a  helper : 

Him  no  hot  wind  touches. 

Thou,  0  Lord,  art  asylum  and  giving  comfort ;  the  society  of  the  pious  is  muttering  and  proclaiming 
(thee). 

(8).  Thou  art  high,  unfathomable,  boundless,  inestimable. 

Thou  art  the  true  Lord,  (I  am)  thy  servant  and  slave. 

Thou  art  the  king,  true  is  (thy)  sovereignty,  Nanak  is  devoted,  devoted  (to  thee). 

1  35%  >  from  <S6<£cM>  v.n.  (from  the  Sansk.  'SPJr  or  ^f>!|«T)  to  cling  to ;  WIc^cM,  to  send  off,  causal  of 
J5^3TT.    The  Sikhs  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  these  words. 

2  WfTRVf  >  literally :  a  well,  whose  mouth  is  closed  ;  but  also  name  of  a  hell. 
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MAJH;  MAHALA  V. 

Ghar  II. 

IV.    XXXVIII. 


(1).  Continually,  continually  the  deity  should  be  remembered. 
By  no  means  it  should  be  forgotten  from  the  mind. 
From  the  society  of  the  saints  (that)  is  obtained, 
By  means  of  which  one  must  not  go  on  the  road  of  Yama. 
Take  as  viaticum  the  name  of  Hari  and  no  reproach  will  befall  thy  family,  Sir ! 
(2).  Who  are  remembering  the  Lord  : 
They  are  not  thrown  into  hell. 

No  hot  wind  touches  (them),  into  whose  heart  he  has  come  and  settled  (there),  Sir ! 
(3).  They  are  beautiful  and  lustrous  : 
"Who  are  sitting1  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

By  whom  the  wealth  of  Hari  is  collected,  they  are  profound  (and)  boundless,  Sir ! 
(4).  (By  whom)  the  nectar  (and)  elixir  of  Hari  is  drunk : 
By  seeing  the  face  of  (that)  man  one  lives  (it  is  lived). 

Having  adjusted  all  (thy)  business,  worship  continually  the  feet  of  the  Guru,  Sir  ! 
(5).  Who  by  Hari  is  made  his  own: 
To  him  the  Lord  is  known. 

He  is  a  hero,  he  is  foremost,  on  whose  forehead  the  lot  (is  written),  Sir ! 
(6).  Who  (fern.)  in  (her)  heart  is  immersed  (in)  the  Lord: 
She  is  enjoying  kingly  (grand)  enjoyments. 

(By  whom)  no  wicked  (thing)  is  done,  she  crosses,  having  applied  herself  to  true  work,  0  dear ! 
(7).  (By  whom)  the  creator  is  made  to  dwell  in  (her)  heart: 
She  obtains  the  fruit  of  (her)  life. 

(If)  Hari,  the  husband  is  liked  in  (thy)  heart,  thy  (happy)  married  state  is  lasting,  0  dear ! 
(8).  The  immovable  thing  is  obtained  (by  him) : 
(Who)  is  in  the  asylum  of  the  fear-destroying  (Hari). 

Nanak  (says) :  putting  (him)  into  the  hem  (of  his  garment)  he  is  brought  across  by  him  (i.e.  Hari), 
endless  births  are  overcome,  Sir ! 


Om  .'   By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

MAJH;  MAHALA  V. 

Ghar  III. 

V.     XXXIX. 

Pause. 
(Who)  continually  mutters  Hari,  in  (his)  mind  is  calmness. 

(1).  By  remembering,  remembering  the  Gurdev  (his)  fears  are  effaced  and  removed. 
(2).  (Who)  comes  to  the  asylum  of  the  Supreme  Brahm,  why  should  he  pine  with  grief? 
(3).  By  worshipping  the  feet  of  the  saints  and  pious  all  wishes  are  fulfilled. 

VHA  tlvlS  =  fr(A  7T  tlvlCV|>  e  being  added  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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(4).  In  every  body  abides  the  One,  ia  water,  land  and  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  he  is  fully 
contained. 

(5).  (By  whom)  the  remover  of  sins  is  worshipped,  (he  is)  pure  by  the  dust  of  the  saints. 

(6).  All  release  (emancipation)  (is  made)  by  the  Lord  himself,  by  muttering  Hari  calmness 
(coldness)  is  effected. 

(7).  By  the  creator  inquiry  (examination)1  is  made,  the  wicked  died  having  become  powerless.2 

Nanak  (says) :  who  is  attached  to  the  true  name,  he  always  sees  Hari  in  his  presence. 


BARAH,  MAHA.3 

Majh  ;  mdhala  V. 

Ghar  IV. 

Om  !   By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

(1).  Be  merciful,  0  Bam,  and  unite  (with  thyself)  those,  who  were  separated  (from  thee)  by  (their 
former)  works  and  deeds. 

In  the  four  quarters,  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  earth)  (we)  erred  about,  being  worn  out  (we)  have 
come  to  the  protection  of  the  Lord.  • 

A  cow  without  milk  is  of  no  use  whatever. 

"Without  water  vegetables4  are  withering,  nothing5  is  produced. 

If  there  be  no  meeting  with  Hari,  the  sweetheart,  how  shall  rest  be  obtained  ? 

In  what  house  Hari,  the  beloved  (husband),  is  not  present,  that  town  (and)  village  is  a  furnace. 

All  ornaments,  all  betel-leaf  juices  with  the  body  are  but  poor  (ornaments). 

She  who  is  destitute  of  the  Lord,  the  beloved  (husband),  is  (without)  friend  and  sweetheart  all  (her) 
lifetime.6 

The  prayer  of  Nanak  is  :  be  merciful  and  give  (thy)  name  ! 

O  Lord  Hari,  join  (me)  with  the  Lord,  whose  dwelling-place  is  immovable. 

(2).  If  Govind  be  adored  in  the  (month)  Cet,7  great  joy  is  produced. 

By  meeting  with  the  holy  people  he  is  obtained,  by  the  tongue  (his)  name  is  uttered. 

Who  have  obtained  their  own  Lord,  they  come  into  his  account. 

"Who  live  one  moment  without  him,  the  life  of  (those)  men  is  useless. 

In  water,  land  and  on  the  face  of  the  earth  he  is  present  throughout,  he  is  contained  in  the  trees. 

Into  whose  mind  that  Lord  does  not  come,  how  much  shall  I  count  his  pain  ? 

By  whom  that  Lord  is  taken  possession  of,  their  lot  is  propitiated.8 

(My)  heart  is  longing  for  the  sight  of  Hari,  Nanak  (has)  thirst  in  (his)  mind. 

That  Lord  unites  (him  with  himself)  in  (the  month -of)  Cet,  who  clings  to  (his)  feet. 

1  31(T^J?>  *•»••  inquiry,  corrupted  from  ^as&i . 

2  *nJ>  P-P-  *TcT,  from  the  Sansk.  TT^,  weak,  powerless. 

3  The  twelve  months. 

4  *nir,  s.f.,  Sansk.  IfT^i- 

5  "^m,  thing1,  from  j£3I  =  davva  =  dav  =  dam  (v  being  changed  to  m). 

6  tTT*T»  contracted  from  W%,  lifetime.     f%U^»HT  must  be  repeated  after  jftj  *it\d,  otherwise  no 
sense  is  to  be  got  out  of  this  verse. 

7  %3  (%^)  is  tne  nrst  month  of  the  civil  year,  commencing  about  the  middle  of  March. 
0  3J5TJ  =  jjTST  (v.n.),  on  account  of  the  rhyme  (rT5T)- 
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(3).  How  shall  in  (the  month  of)  Vaisakh1  the  women,  separated  (from  their  hushands),  be  patient, 
whose  love  is  cut  off? 

Having  forgotten  Hari,  the  sweetheart,  the  husband,  it  (i.e.  the  world)  has  clung  to  the  deceit 
of  the  Maya. 

Son,  wife,  property  (do  not  go)  with  (man),  that  Hari  (alone  is)  imperishable. 

Adhering,  adhering  (to)  a  false  business  the  whole  (world)  is  dead  (by)  spiritual  blindness. 

"Without  the  name  of  the  One  Hari  it  (i.e.  the  world)  is  robbed  on  the  way  onwards  (to  the  other 
•world). 

Having  forgotten  the  Deity  (man)  is  ruined ;  without  the  Lord  there  is  none  other. 

Who  cling  to  the  feet  of  the  beloved,  their  reputation  is  pure. 

(This)  is  the  prayer  of  Nanak  to  the  Lord :  0  Lord,  join  (me),  let  me  obtain  thee  ! 

Then  Vaisakh  becomes  beautiful,  when  the  saints  meet  with  that  Hari. 

(4).  In  (the  month  of)  Jeth2  union  with  Hari  should  be  desired,  before  whom  all  bow. 

(Who)  clings  to  the  skirt  of  Hari,  the  sweetheart,  (him)  he  does  not  hand  over  bound  to  any  one. 

Rubies  and  pearls  are  the  name  of  the  Lord,  they  cannot  be  stolen. 

(With)  Narayan  are  (all)  the  pleasures,  which  are  grateful  to  the  mind. 

What  Hari  wishes,  that  he  does,  that  very  thing  the  creatures  do. 

Who  are  made  by  the  Lord  his  own,  they  are  called  happy. 

Who,  being  taken  as  his  own,  are  united  (with  him),  how  should  they  be  separated  (from  him) 
and  weep  ? 

(By  whom)  the  society  of  the  pious  is  obtained,  they,  0  Nanak,  enjoy  pleasures. 

0  Lord  Hari,  (the  month  of)  Jeth  is  delightful  to  him,  on  whose  forehead  (this)  lot  (is  written). 

(5).  (The  month  of)  Asar3  becomes  hot  to  him,  with  whom  Hari  is  not. 

Having  forsaken  the  life  of  the  world,  the  divine  male,  the  hope  of  man: 

He  is  ruined  by  duality,  on  his  neck  has  fallen  the  noose  of  Tama. 

What  he  sows,  that  he  reaps,  what  is  written  on  his  forehead. 

The  night  is  passed,  it  (i.e.  the  world)  is  repenting,  it  has  risen  and  gone  off  hopeless. 

With  whom  the  pious  fall  in,  they  are  liberated  at  the  threshold. 

0  Lord,  bestow  thy  own  mercy  !   (I  am)  thirsting  after  thy  sight. 

0  Lord,  without  thee  there  is  none  other  !  this  is  the  prayer  (=word)  of  Nanak. 

(The  month  of)  Asar  becomes  agreeable  to  him,  in  whose  heart  the  feet  of  Hari  dwell. 

(6).  In  (the  month  of)  Savan4  (that)  woman  is  excellent  (who)  has  love  to  the  lotus  of  the  foot 
(of  Hari). 

(Whose)  mind  and  body  is  imbued  with  love  to  the  True  one,  (her)  support  is  the  One  name. 

The  pleasure  of  the  world  is  false,  all,  that  is  seen,  is  ashes. 

A  drop  of  the  nectar  of  Hari  is  delightful,  who  joins  the  saints,  he  (or  she)  is  drinking  it. 

Wood  and  grass  has  become  green  from  the  Lord,  the  boundless  divine  male  is  powerful. 

(My)  heart  is  longing  to  be  united  with  Hari ;  by  destiny  he  is  bestowing  it. 

By  whom  the  Lord  has  been  obtained,  to  those  (female)  companions  I  am  always  devoted. 

Nanak  (says) :  0  Hari,  bestow  mercy !  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  (thou  art)  accom- 
plishing (me). 

(The  month  of)  Savan  is  pleasant6  to  them,  on  (whose)  breast  is  the  necklace  of  the  name  of  Hari. 

1  Sansk.  ffajTI-  2  Sansk.  #U.  '  Sansk.  KIWI'S-  4  Sansk.  'STRW- 

5  Most  MSS.  (and  also  the  lithographed  copy  of  Lahore)  read :  •HOHIcSl,  but  this  is  senseless,  440  I<^d0 

must  be  read,  though  the  gender  (fem.)  is  wrong,  *(|<^cN  being  masc.     But  as  it  should  rhyme  with  3TW<5^ 

(TUT^3^)>  lt  ia  used  here  in  spite  of  its  being  a  grammatical  blunder. 
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(7).  Those  women  are  led  astray  by  error  in  (the  month  of)  Bhadii,1  who  have  bestowed  love  on 
another  (than  Hari). 

(Though)  a  Lakh  of  ornaments  be  m»de  (by  them),  they  are  of  no  use. 

In  what  day  the  body  will  be  destroyed,  at  that  time  they  will  call  it  a  corpse. 

Having  seized  (man)  they  march  (him)  off,  the  messengers  of  Tama  make  no  difference  with 
any  one. 

They  stand,  having  abandoned  (him)  in  a  moment,  whom  he  had  loved  (in  his  lifetime). 

(His)  hand  is  twisted,  (his)  body  trembles,  from  being  black  he  has  become  white. 

iWhat  he  sows,  that  he  will  reap,  the  field  of  his  (own)  works. 

Nanak  has  fled  to  the  asylum  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  is  giving  (him)  (his)  feet  as  a  boat  (to  cross  over). 

They  are  not  thrown  into  hell  in  (the  month  of)  Bhadii,  who  keep  fast  (their)  love  to  the  Guru. 

(8).  In  (the  month  of)  Asuna  love  (to  Hari)  springs  up,3  how  will  a  meeting  with  Hari  take  place?4 

In  (my)  mind  (and)  body  is  great  thirst  after  an  interview  (with  Hari) ;  0  mother,  may  some  one 
bring  and  join  (him)  to  me  ! 

I  will  eling  to  the  feet  of  (those)  saints,  who  are  assistants  of  (my)  love. 

How  shall  happiness  be  obtained  without  the  Lord  ?  there  is  no  other  place. 

By  whom  the  relish  of  (his)  love  is  tasted,  they  remain  fully  satiated. 

Having  given  up  their  own  self  they  offer  up  the  prayer :  0  Lord,  apply  (us)  to  (thy)  skirt ! 

"Who  is  admitted  to  a  meeting  by  Hari,  the  husband,  she  cannot  be  separated  (from  him)  in  any  way. 

"Without  the  Lord  there  is  no  other;  Nanak  is  in  the  asylum1  of  Hari. 

In  {the  month  of)  Asu  they  are  dwelling  in  comfort,  (on)  whom  is  the  kindness  (of)  Hari,  the  king. 

(9).  "Who  do  (religious)  works  in  (the  month  of)  Katik,6  they  are  not  deserving  any  blame. 

"Who  have  strayed  away  from  the  Lord,  into  them  all  diseases  enter. 

"Who  have  turned  their  face  away  from  Earn,  they  lose  their  life.6 

In  a  moment  all  the  enjoyments  of  the  Maya,  have  become  bitter. 

No  one  can  make  mediation,  where  shall  he  weep  ? 

Nothing  can  be  done,  the  event  (=what  is  to  happen)  is  written  from  the  beginning. 

By  a  great  destiny  (lot)  my  Lord  is  obtained,  then  all  separations  cease. 

0  Lord,  preserve  Nanak  !  0  my  Lord,  release  the  prisoner  ! 

(If)  in  (the  month  of)  Katik  the  pious  people  be  joined,  all  sorrows  become  extinct. 

(10).  In  (the  month  of)  Manghar7  those  are  beautiful,  who  are  seated  with  Hari,  (their)  beloved. 

How  shall  I  describe  the  beauty  of  those,  who  are  united  by  the  Lord  (with  himself)  ? 

The  body  and  mind  of  (those)  companions,  who  are  with  the  pious,  has  flourished  with  Bam. 

Those,  who  are  without  the  holy  people,  remain  solitary. 

Their  pain  never  oeases,  they  have  fallen  into  the  power  of  Tama. 

By  whom  their  own  Lord  is  laid  hold  of,  they  are  always  seen  standing. 

Gem3,  jewels,  rubies  are  with  Hari,  he  is  setting  (them)  on  them. 

Nanak  desires  the  dust  of  those  who  have  fallen  on  the  asylum  and  the  gate  of  the  Lord. 

"Who  adore  the  Lord  in  the  (month  of)  Manghar,  they  are  not  born  again. 

1  Sansk.  m%- 

2  Sansk.  ^Tt%R-     In  Gurmukhi  W*17J  and  UfJJ  are  in  use. 

3  '©ITRraT.  *•«*-  dim-  (of  1NTOT.  Pers.  (jjuUl)  literally;  the  rising  (of  love,  etc.). 

4  Literally :  how,  having  gone,  will  it  be  met  (with)  Hari  ? 

s  Sansk.  edlf^N- 

6  tTZWT  fij-^J[,  loss  of  birth  or  life,  i.e.  their  life  goes  for  nothing,  is  uselessly  wasted. 

7  In  Sansk.  ^TTCftn;  <"  TT'NfH;  in  Sindhi  also:  *jf%re  (Pa§t6  JL,). 
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(11).  In  (the  moath  of  )Pokh1  cold  does  not  affect  (her),  (who)  has  clung  to  the  neck  of  Hari,  (her)Lord. 

(Her)  mind  is  perforated  by  the  lotus  of  the  foot  (of  Hari),  (there  is  in  her)  a  desire  for  an  interview 
(with  Hari). 

(Her)  shelter  is  Govind  Gopal,  the  king,  she  serves  (her)  Lord.2 

The  world  cannot  affect  (her),  having  met  (with)  the  pious  she  sings  the  excellences  (of  Hari). 

From  whom  she  was  produced,  (with)  him  she  is  united;  (by)  true  love  she  is  absorbed  (in  him). 

By  the  Supreme  Brahm  she  is  taken  by  the  hand  aud  absorbed  (in  him),  she  is  not  again  separated 
(from  him). 

I  am  devoted  a  hundred  thousand  times  (to  her,  whose)  sweetheart  is  Hari,  the  unattainable,  the 
unfathomable  one. 

I  fall  on  the  protection  (of  those),  (says)  Nanak,  (who  have)  fallen  down  at  the  gate  of  Narayan. 

(The  month  of)  Pokh  is  pleasant  (to  her,  she  has)  all  comforts,  on  whom  the  fearless  (Hari) 
bestows  (them). 

(12).  In  (the  month  of)  Magh3  make  ablution  and  bathing  with  the  dust  of  the  saints ! 

Having  heard  the  name  of  Hari  meditate  (on  it),  give  alms  to  all ! 

The  filth  of  the  business  of  life  goes  off,  pride  will  leave  the  heart. 

(Thou)  art  not  deluded  by  lust ;  covetousness,  the  dog,  becomes  extinct. 

The  world  praises  those  who  walk  in  the  true  way. 

All  the  religious  merit  of  the  sixty-eight  Tlrthas  (is  nothing),  mercy  to  the  creatures  is  approved  of. 

To  whom  he  gives  it  out  of  mercy,  he  is  a  wise  man. 

Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  for  them,  who  have  obtained  their  own  Lord. 

They  are  accounted  as  pure  in  .(the  month  of)  Magh,  to  whom  the  perfect  Guru  is  kind. 

(13).  In  (the  month  of)  Phalgun4  (she  is)  acquiring  joy,  (to  whom)  Hari,  (her)  sweetheart,  comes 
and  is  manifest.5 

The  saints  are  the  companions  of  Earn,  in  mercy  they  are  united  (by  him  with  himself). 

(Her)  bed  is  beautiful,  (she  enjoys)  all  comforts,  now  there  is  no  (longer)  a  place  for  pain. 

(Her)  wish  is  accomplished,  (sbe  is)  very  fortunate,  she  has  got  her  husband,  Hari,  the  king. 

Having  joined  her  companions  she  sings  a  song  of  congratulation,  she  intunes  a  song  of  Govind. 

Like  Hari  none  other  is  seen ;  do  not  compare  any  one  with  him ! 

This  and  that  world  are  adjusted  by  him,  he  gives  an  immovable  place. 

("Who)  is  preserved  by  him  from  the  ocean  of  the  world,  he  does  not  run  about  again  in  births. 

The  tongue  is  one,  many  are  the  excellences  (of  Hari) ;  he  crosses,  (says)  Nanak,  who  falls  down  at 
the  feet  (of  Hari). 

In  (the  month  of)  Phalgun  he  should  continually  be  praised,  who  has  not  a  bit  of  covetousness ! 

(14).  By  whom  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  their  works  are  accomplished. 

(By  whom)  Hari,  the  perfect  Guru,  is  adored,  they  are  standing5  at  the  true  threshold. 

The  foot  of  Hari  is  the  repository  of  all  comforts,  (by  means  of  it  one)  crosses  the  water  of  the  world. 

Devotion  with  love  those  have  obtained,  who  do  not  burn  in  worldly  pursuits. 

Falsehoods  are  gone,  duality  has  fled,  they  are  filled  with  the  (all)-filling  True  one. 

Who  are  serving  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  they  keep  in  (their)  heart  the  One. 

Months,  days,  muhurtas  (forty-eight  minutes)  are  good  (to  him),  on  whom  he  looks  favourably. 

Nanak  asks  the  gift  of  meeting  with  Hari,  0  Hari,  bestow  mercy  (on  me)  ! 

1  Sansk.  tffa.  2  ^^T— 75TTJ  =  *5TTt  3  Sansk.  *TR-  i  Sansk.  -qfT^p. 

°  This  verse  may  also  thus  be  translated :  In  Phalgun  there  is  acquisition  (■©"irnjrTTST  taken  as  *./.)  of 
joy,  Hari,  the  sweetheart,  comes  and  is  manifest.  e  tT3T  =  trWT. 
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MAJH  ;  MAHALA  V. 
*      DIN  EAINI. 

Om !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

(1).  I  serve  my  own  true  Guru,  I  remember  Hari  all  the  days  and  nights. 

Having  given  up  my  own  self,  I  fall  on  (his)  asylum,  with  (my)  mouth  I  speak  sweet  words. 

Unite  (with  me)  the  sweetheart  and  companion,  separated  (from  me)  through  many  births,  0  Hari  ! 

The  creatures,  that  are  separated  from  Hari,  do  not  dwell  in  comfort,  0  sister  ! 

"Without  Hari,  the  beloved,  no  rest  is  obtained,  I  have  searched  and  seen  all  ways  (= possibilities). 

I  am  separated  by  my  own  deed,  not  any  one  is  to  be  blamed. 

Mercifully,  0  Lord,  preserve  me  !  nobody  else  does  (this)  work.1 

0  Hari,  without  thee  (I  am)  mingled  with  dust,  where  shall  a  word  be  said  ? 
(This  is)  the  prayer  of  Nanak  :  may  I  see  Hari,  the  sweetheart,  with  (my)  eyes ! 

(2).  The  petitions  of  the  creatures  he  hears,  Hari  is  the  powerful,  boundless  (divine)  male. 

In  death  and  life  (I)  adore  (him),  (who  is)  the  support  of  all. 

In  (my)  father-in-law's  and  in  (my)  father's  house  (I  belong  to)  that  beloved  (husband)  whose 
retinue  is  great. 

(He  is)  high,  unattainable,  of  unfathomable  wisdom,  without  any  end  (and)  limit. 

That  is  service,  (which)  will  please  him,  (if  one)  become  the  dust  of  the  saints. 

God  is  a  kind  protector  of  the  poor,  saving  the  fallen  ones. 

(From)  the  beginning,  (from)  the  beginning  of  the  Tug,  he  is  protecting  (them),  true  is  the  name 
of  the.  creator. 

(His)  value  nobody  knows,  nobody  is  weighing  (him). 

In  heart  and  body  he  dwells  continually,  (says)  Nanak,  (of  whom)  no  estimate  (can  be  made). 

"Who  (are)  serving  day  (and)  night  the  Lord,  to  them  (I  am)  always  devoted. 

(3).  The  saints  always,  always  adore  the  donor  of  all : 

By  whom  soul  and  body  are  created,  who  in  mercy  has  given  life.3 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  (his)  pure  mantr  is  worshipped  and  muttered. 

(His)  value  cannot  be  told,  the  Lord  is  endless. 

In  whose  heart  Narayan  dwells,  he  is  called  a  saint.3 

The  desires  of  the  creatures  are  fulfilled,  (if)  the  Lord,  the  sweetheart,  be  found. 

Eanak  lives  by  muttering  Hari,  all  sins  (he  is)  destroying. 

The  creature,  that  does  not  forget  (him)  day  and  night,  becomes  flourishing. 

(4).  All  the  contentions  the  Lord  is  bringing  to  an  end,  to  me,  the  humble,  (he  is  giving)  a  place. 

1  grasp  the  shelter  of  Hari,  muttering  in  (my)  heart  continually  (his)  name  I  live. 

0  Lord,  bestow  thy  own  mercy  (on  me),  (that)  I  may  repose  in  the  dust  of  (thy)  servants ! 

As  thou  keepest  (me),  so  I  remain,  what  thou  givest,  that  I  put  on  and  eat. 

0  Lord,  produce  (in  me)- that  effort,  (that),  having  joined  the  pious,  I  may  sing  (thy)  praises ! 

No  other  place  is  seen,  where  shall  I  go  to  cry  ? 

(Thou  art)  destroying  ignorance,  removing  darkness,  0  high,  unattainable  and  immeasurable  one  !4 

May  (my)  separated  mind  be  united  with  Hari !  this  is  the  aim  of  Nanak. 

All  welfare  (I  obtain)  in  that  day,  (in  which)  I  touch  the  feet  of  Hari,  the  Guru. 

1  •&&  =  ^!%,  2^  being  merely  an  alliteration.  2  fife,  s.f.  life  as  the  sentient  principle  or  motivity. 

3  33T^3>  the  Supreme  God,  but  also  applied  to  a  saint  or  devotee. 

4  lH*JT^'  =  *HinV>  without  measure. 
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Mahala  I. 

To  be  sung  after  the  tune  :  Mai  Kamurid  and  Candrahara,  the  Sohls.1 

Om  !  the  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  divine  male. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru ! 

I. 

Sldk  I.  ;  mahala  I. 
The  Guru  is  the  donor,  the  house  (of  the)  Guru  (is  a  house  of)  coolness  (= refreshment),  the  Guru 
is  the  lamp  in  the  three  worlds. 

The  boon  of  immortality,  0  Nanak,  happiness  is  obtained  by  the  mind  being  won  over  (or  con- 
ciliated with  him). 

Sidle  II. ;  mahala  I. 

In  (his)  first  affection'  he  sticks  to  the  milk  of  (his  mother's)  teat. 

In  the  second  (he  gets)  knowledge  of  mother  (and)  father. 

In  the  third  (of)  brother,  brother's  wife  (and)  sister. 

In  the  fourth  affection  sporting  springs  up. 

In  the  fifth  (there  is)  running  after  eating  and  drinking. 

In  the  sixth  he  inquires  after  the  caste  of  women. 

In  the  seventh  a  household  is  set  up  (by  him). 

In  the  eighth  wrath  is  indulged  in,  (the  cause  of)  the  destruction  of  the  body. 

In  the  ninth  (his  hairs  become)  white,  heavy  (his)  breathing. 

In  the  tenth  he  is  burnt  and  becomes  ashes. 

Gone  are  those  songs,3  cries  and  sighs. 

The  soul  has  flown  away  having  inquired  after  the  road. 

He  has  come,  gone  (and)  died — a  (mere)  name  ! 

Afterwards  he  calls  (to)  the  platter  the  crows.* 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  affection  of  the  fleshly-minded  one  is  blind. 

"Without  the  Guru  the  world  is  drowned. 

Sldk  III. ;  mahala  I. 

(Up  to)  ten  (years  goes)  childhood,  (with)  twenty  (years  there  is)  sporting  (amorous  dalliance), 
(being  a  man)  of  thirty  he  is  called  beautiful. 

(Being)  a  man  of  forty  he  is  in  full  strength,  (being)  a  man  of  fifty  (his)  foot  becomes  weak,  with 
sixty  old  age  comes  on. 

(Being)  a  man  of  seventy  he  is  weak  in  understanding,  (being)  a  man  of  eighty  he  is  no  more  able 
to  do  work. 

With  ninety  he  is  sitting  on  a  couch,  being  feeble  he  does  not  at  all  know  (anything). 

I  have  searched  and  sought  and  seen,  (says)  Nanak,  (that)  the  world  is  a  house  of  smoke. 

1  *JOl>  name  of  a  tribe  of  Jats. 

3  ftpH"ra.  affection,  love ;  ten  kinds  of  affections  of  men  are  mentioned,  though  they  are  not  applicable 
to  all  states,  the  whole  description  being  too  artificial  and  therefore  unnatural. 

3  There  are  many  readings  :  fMte,  T^ft?,  fifofte;  it  is  best  to  read  ff{  {  =  ^)  3^5  or  %3{\3;  the 
reading  filJllS  gives  no  sense. 

4  The  sense  is :  when  the  shraddha  is  over,  in  which  the  nearest  relation  has  offered  a  platter  (made  of 
leaves  and  filled  with  fxp^a  or  rice-balls),  he  calls  the  crows  to  eat  up  the  offering. 
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Paurl. 


Thou  art  the  creator,  the  unattainable  divine  male,  by  thyself  creation  is  produced. 

Manifold  (is  thy)  production,  of  many,  many  kinds  and  sorts. 

Thou  knowest  (it),  by  whom  they  are  produced,  all  is  thy  sport. 

Some  come,  some  go  off,  without  the  name  they  die.1 

The  disciples  are  deeply  tinged  with  colour,  they  are  steeped  in  colour,  in  the  colour  of  Hari. 

Serve  that  true  pure  Spirit,  Hari,  the  divine  male,  the  ordainer  (of  all  things) ! 

Thou  thyself,  thyself  art  wise,  the  great,  great  divine  male.2 

"Who  in  heart  and  mind  are  meditating  on  thee,  0  my  True  one,  to  them  I  am  devoted. 

II. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

The  body  is  created  (by  him),  having  put  the  soul  (into  it)  (and)  preserved,  having  made  harmony 
(between  body  and  soul). 

"With  his  eyeB  he  (=  man)  sees,  with  (his)  tongue  he  speaks,  with  (his)  ears  he  hears. 

"With  (his)  feet  he  walks,  with  (his)  hands  he  is  working,  what  is  given  (to  him)  he  puts  on  and  eats. 

By  whom  creation  is  made,  him  he  does  not  know,  the  blind  one  does  blind  (works). 

"When  (the  vessel  of  the  body)  is  broken,  then  it  becomes  shards,  the  form  cannot  (again)  be  shaped. 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  Gruru  the  Lord  is  not  (obtained),  without  the  Lord  (one)  does  not  get  across. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  II. 

"From  the  part  of  the  donor  good  things  are  given,"  this  the  fleshly-minded  one  knows. 

His  intelligence,  wisdom  and  cleverness,  how  shall  it  be  told  and  described  ? 

Who,  sitting  within,  does  the  work,  he  is  known  in  the  four  corners  (of  the  earth). 

Who  performs  religious  works,  he  gets  the  name  of  a  religious  man,  by  committing  sins  he  is  known 
as  a  sinner. 

Thou  thyself,  0  creator,  doest  all  (this)  sport,  how  shall  another  be  mentioned  (and)  described  (as  a 
religious  man  or  a  sinner)  ? 

As  long  as  thy  light  (is  in  him),  so  long  he  is  enlightened,  in  (him)  thou  speakest ;  without  the 
luminous  (Supreme  Being)  can  any  one  do  anything?  show  (that),  0  clever  one  !3 

Nanak  (says) :  to  the  disciple  it  has  become  manifest,  that  Hari  alone  is  clever  and  wise. 

Paurl. 

Thou  thyself,  having  produced  the  world,  didst  put  it  into  (several)  occupations. 

Having  placed  on  it  the  deception  of  spiritual  blindness  thou  thyself  didst  put  it  away  (from  thee). 

Within  (it)  is  the  fire  of  (worldly)  thirst,  the  hungry  and  thirsty  are  not  satiated. 

This  world  is  in  doubt  (duality),  having  died  it  is  born  (again),  it  is  coming  and  going. 

1  *rf«J  t{T3\  =  iTt^ !  similarly  f^tn^  =  f*SMl3',  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 

2  In  HU13^,  3^  is  probably  a  meaningless  alliteration ;  whenever  the  Sikhs  cannot  find  a  rhyme,  they  add 
a  meaningless  syllable  to  make  it  up.  But  ^3T5^  might  possibly  be  the  participle  present  from  ^t3*JfT@^T» 
(I  am)  praising  (thee),  the  great  divine  male,  only  that  in  this  case  no  subject  is  hinted  at. 

•  fWTtsW  on  account  of  the  rhvme»  ins^a  of  fiWI^J;  similarly  the  following  JTinsWi'  instead 
of  W-HUA- 
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Without  the  true  Guru  the  spiritual  blindness  is  not  broken,  all  become  tired  having  done  works 
(for  the  sake  of  their  emancipation). 

By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  he  ( =  man  or  the  disciple)  is 
filled  with  comfort,  when  it  is  pleasing  to  thee. 

He  saves  his  own  family,  blessed  is  the  mother,  who  gave  birth  (to  him)  ! 

His  beauty  and  intelligence  is  brilliant,  who  has  applied  his  thoughts  on  Hari. 

III. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  II. 

(Who  is)  seeing  without  eyes,  hearing  without  ears, 

Walking  without  feet,  working  without  hands, 

Speaking  without  tongue  and  thus  dying,  whilst  living  : 

(He),  (says)  Nanak,  having  known  the  order  (of  the  Lord),  is  then  united  (with)  the  Lord. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala.  II. 

Who  is  crippled  in  the  legs,  lame  in  his  hands  and  blind,  how  shall  he  run  and  cling  to  the  neck 
(of  the  beloved)  ? 

Make  feet  of  fear,  hands  of  faith,  eyes  of  understanding  ! 

Nanak  says  :  thus,  0  clever  one !  a  meeting  (with)  the  sweetheart  is  brought  about. 

Paurl. 

* 

Always,  always  thou  art  the  (only)  One,  by  thee  another  sport  is  made. 
Having  produced  egotism,  pride  and  covetousness  thou  didst  put  (them)  into  the  creatures. 
As  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  so  thou  keepest  (them),  all  do  what  thou  causest  them  to  do. 
On  some  thou  bestowest  (this)  gift  and  unitest  (them  with  thee),  by  thee  they  are  applied  to  the 
instruction  of  the  Guru. 

Some  stand  and  serve  thee,  .without  the  name  nothing  else  pleases  (them). 

Others  are  employed  in  work,  some  are  applied  to  true  work. 

(Some  have)  sons,  wife,  family,  some  remain  uncontaminated  (by  such  ties),  who  please  thee. 

Those  (these  latter  ones)  are  inside  and  outside  pure,  they  are  absorbed  in  the  true  name. 

IV. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

(If)  I  make  a  cavern  in  a  mountain  of  gold  or  in  water,  under  the  earth. 

Or  in  the  earth  or  in  the  sky,  (if)  I  remain  (the  feet  turned)  upwards  and  the  head  downwards. 
(If)  I  put  on  (my)  body  abundant  clothes  and  wash  (them)  always,  putting  (them)  off.1 
(If)  I  read  aloud  the  white,  red,  yellow  and  black  Vedas.2 

(If),  having  become  filthy  I  carry  about  filth  (on  my  body) :  (all  this  is)  folly  and  unsoundness 
of  mind. 

Emancipated3 1  become  by  the  name,  says  Nanak,  having  reflected  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

1  o/lfd,  part.  p.  conj.  from  ?TdA|  (  =  Hindust.  Lj!>Vl£)  to  put  off. 

2  These  are  unusual  appellations  of  the  four  Vedas.  As  no  further  hint  is  given,  it  is  difficult  to  say 
if  these  appellations  are  to  be  applied  to  the  usual  order  of  the  Vedas  (Rik,  Yajur,  Sama,  Atharva),  or  not. 

3  AIOG,  literally  :  not  I,  released  from  individuality  (in  German :  ein  nicht-ich). 
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,   Slok  II. ;  mahala  I. 
Having  washed  his  clothes  he  himself  washes  his  body  and  practises  continence. 
The  dirt  sticking  to  his  heart  he  doe's  not  know,  from  the  outside  he  washes  (himself). 
The  blind  one,  being  led  astray,  has  fallen  into  the  net  of  Tama. 
Another's  thing  (property)  he  considers  as  his  own  and  earns  pain  in  egotism. 
Nanak  (says) :  the  egotism  (individuality)  of  the  disciple  is  broken,  he  meditates  on  the  name 
of  Hari,  Hari. 

The  name  he  mutters,  the  name  he  worships,  by  the  name  he  enters  happiness. 

Pawn. 

There  is  conjunction  of  the  body  (with)  the  soul,  (they  are)  joined  in  union. 

By  him  separation  is  made,  by  whom  it  is  produced.1 

The  fool  is  given  to  enjoyments,  (but)  all  (is)  pain. 

From  pleasure  diseases  arise  by  committing  sin. 

Prom  joy,  grief  (arises),  (man)  is  consumed  (by  the  Supreme)  having  brought  on  separation  (of  the 
soul  from  the  body). 

The  fool,  making  an  estimate  (of  his  meritorious  actions)  raises  a  quarrel.2 

From  the  hand  of  the  true  Guru  (comes)  the  settlement,  (by  him)  the  quarrel  is  brought  to  an  end. 

"What  the  creator  does,  that  will  take  place,  what  is  done  (moved)  (against  or  without  him),  does 
not  succeed. 

V. 
Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

He  speaks  falsehood  (and)  eats  carrion. 

He  goes  to  teach  others. 

He  himself  is  ruined  (and  those  who  are)  with  (him),  he  ruins  (also). 

Nanak  (says) :  as  such  a  guide  he  becomes  known. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  IV. 

In  whose  heart  the  True  one  is,  he  praises  with  his  mouth  the  true  name  (and)  the  True  one. 

He  himself  is  walking  in  the  way  of -Hari  and  puts  others  into  the  way  of  Hari. 

If  there  would  be  a  Tirtha  of  fire,  then  the  filth  would  go  off,  by  bathing  in  a  puddle  he  makes 
himself  even  more  dirty. 

The  Tirtha  is  the  perfect,  true  Guru  ;  who  meditates  daily  on  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari : 

He  himself  is  released  (from  material  existence)  with  his  family,  and  giving  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari, 
he  rescues  the  whole  creation. 

Humble  Nanak  is  devoted  to  him,  who  himself  mutters  (the  name)  and  causes  others  to  mutter  (it). 

Paurl. 
Some  gather  up  tuberous  roots  and  eat  them,  (their)  dwelling  is  in  the  forest. 
Some  having  put  on  flesh-coloured  clothes  wander  about  as  Jogis  in  renunciation  of  the  world. 
(But)  within  there  is  much  worldly  thirst  and  desire  for  clothing  and  food. 
Uselessly  they  waste  their  life,  (they  are)  neither  householders  nor  living  solitary. 
Death  does  not  recede  from  (their)  head,  threefold  is  (their)  desire.3 


1  This  sentence  is  general,  without  special  application. 

a  He  quarrels  with  God,  as  if  being  treated  unjustly. 

*  i.e.  qrrf^i.  corporeal,  TTf^fi.  orel  and  3rRflTCi>  mental. 
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By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  death  does  not  come  near,  as  he  {i.e.  Yama)  is  the  servant 
of  the  servants  (of  Hari). 

(In  whose)  heart  is  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  and  the  True  one,  he  is  in  (his  own)  house  living 
solitary. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  serve  their  own  true  Guru,  they  are  free  from  desires. 

VI. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

If  cloth  is  stained  by  blood,  the  dress  becomes  defiled. 

How  shall  the  mind  of  them  (become)  pure,  who  drink  the  blood  of  men  ? 

Hanak  (says) :  take  the  name  of  God  with  a  pure  heart  and  mouth ! 

Other  (things)  are  (only)  false  shows1  of  the  world,  (which)  practises  false  works. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  I. 

When  I  am  not  (anything),  what  shall  I  say  ?  (when)  I  am  nothing,  what  may  I  become  ? 

The  story  (of)  the  creature  (and)  the  creator  (efficient  cause)  is  told  (by  me),  what  has  become 
defiled,  I  wash  quickly. 

I  do  not  understand  myself  (anything)  and  teach  the  people,  such  a  guide  I  become. 

Nanak  (says) :   (who)  being  blind  shows  the  way,  he  ruins  every  one  (who  is)  with  (him). 

Having  gone  onwards  (to  the  other  world)  he  is  robbed  and  struck  in  the  face,  as  such  a  guide  he 
becomes  known. 

Paurl. 

(Though)  thou  be  reflected  upon  all  the  months,  seasons,  gharis  (twenty-four  minutes)  and  muhurtas 
(forty-eight  minutes) : 

No  one  has  obtained  thee  by  means  of  celebration,  0  true,  incomprehensible,  boundless  one  ! 

That  learned  man  is  called  a  fool,  who  (is  given  to)  covetousness,  greediness  and  egotism. 

The  name  is  read,  the  name  is  comprehended,  reflection  is  made  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the 
Guru. 

By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  wealth  of  the  name  is  acquired,  with  devotion  the  store-rooms 
are  filled. 

(By  whom)  the  pure  name  is  minded,  he  is  (accepted  as)  true  at  the  true  gate. 

"Whose  the  soul  and  body  is,  (his)  inward  light  is  boundless. 

Thou  alone  art  the  true  wholesale-merchant,  (all)  the  other  world  is  (thy)  retail-dealer. 

VII. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

(Make)  kindness  the  mosque,  sincerity  the  prayer-carpet,  rectitude  (equity)  the  lawful  (food) 
(according  to  the)  Kuran.2 

Modesty  circumcision,  good  conduct  fasting,  (thus)  thou  becomest  a  Musalman. 
(Good)  works  the  Ka'abah,  the  true  Pir  (Guru)  the  Kalimah,  kindness  the  prayer. 
(Make)  that  the  rosary,  which  will  please  him ;  Nanak  (says) :  he  preserves  thy  honour. 

1  felill.  Arab.  it>LiO,  preface  (to  a  book),  generally  written  in  highly  ornamental  language  and 
embellished  with  gilding  and  decorations  j  a  false  show  or  pageantry  ! 

2  So,  as  the  words  stand,  they  give  no  sense,  as  no  grammatical  relation  of  any  kind  is  indicated,  the 
whole  verse  being  only  a  cumulus  of  words,  as  so  often. 


RAG  MAJH,  VAE  VIII.  195 

Shlok  II. ;  mahala  I. 

0  Nanak,  a  forbidden  thing  is- (to)  that  one  the  swine,  to  that  one  the  cow. 

The  Guru  (and)  Plr  then  gives  his  aftent  (to  him),  when  he  does  not  eat  carrion. 

By  means  of  (mere)  words  one  does  not  go  to  paradise,  he  is  emancipated  by  acquiring  the  True  one. 

(Though)  he  put  spices  into  the  forbidden  food,  it  does  not  become  lawful  (thereby), 

Nanak  (says) :  by  false  words  falsehood  falls  into  his  lap. 

Slok  III. ;  mahala  I. 

Five  prayers,  five  times,  five  names  (in)  the  five.1 

The  firBt  (is)  truth,  the  second  "lawful,"  the  third  alms  (in  the  name  of)  God. 

The  fourth  (is)  a  right  intention  (and)  mind,  the  fifth  praise  (and)  laud. 

Having  uttered  the  spelP  of  the  Kalimah  he  is  called  a  Musalman. 

Nanak  (says) :  As  many  as  are  false  (Muhammadans),  they  fall  (from)  one  falsehood  into  another. 

Paurl. 

Some  are  trafticking  with  exquisite  gems,  some  are  dealing  in  glass. 
(From)  the  true  Guru,  being  pleased,  treasuries  of  gems  are  obtained  within  (the  heart). 
"Without  the  Guru  no  one  has  obtained  (them),  the  blind  and  false  ones,  having  barked  (like  dogs), 
have  died. 

The  fleshly-minded  are  consumed  by  duality  and  die,  they  do  not  understand  the  investigation 

(of  truth). 

"Without  the- One  (Supreme  Being)  there  is  none  other,  before  whom  shall  they  cry? 

Some,  being  poor,  always  bark,  the  treasuries3  of  some  are  filled. 

"Without  the  name  there  is  no  other  wealth,  all  the  other  objects  are  ashes. 

Nanak  (says)  :  he  himself  causes  to  be  done  (and)  does  (everything),  he  himself  by  (his)  order  is 
arranging  (everything). 

VIII. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

To  be  called  a  Musalman  is  diificult,  when  (one)  becomes  it,  then  he  may  be  called  a  Musalman. 
Before  all/  having  approved  of  religion,  he  gives  away  (his)  property  (to)  the  saints.5 
Havin<*  become  firm6  in  the  way  of  religion  he  puts  a  stop  to  the  gyration  of  death  and  life. 
He  obeys  the  will  of  the  Lord  on  his  head,  he  minds  the  creator,  he  parts  with  his  own  self. 
Then  (says)  Nanak,  having  become  kindly  affected  towards  all  living  creatures  he  is  indeed  called  a 
Musalman. 

1  No  verb  is  given  nor  any  logical  relation  indicated. 

2  ii^  signifies  also  incantation,  spell.     The  Kalimah  (<ulS)  is  used  by  the  Muhammadans  as  a  sort 

of  magical  spell. 

8  v-riljl,  s.m.    Explained  by  treasury  ;  its  etymology  is  obscure  (perhaps  derived  from  CJjlir). 

4  fflriftf,  tnQfcfr    can  hardly  be  translated  in   any  other    way,   as  Wf@f?5  cannot   be   taken   for 

5  ^ijJqJAA^IAI;  the  Sikhs  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  this  word;  at  any  rate  it  is  a  barbarous 
composition,  from  JJua*.  a  polishing  instrument  and  1H?5=^1^,  having  a  polishing  instrument  =  saints, 
who  are  polishing  the  heart  of  men,  cleansing  it  from  rust. 

6  Wlf?5W  =  *H*»  firm>  sound'  secure- 
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Sloh  II. ;  mahala  IV. 

Having  removed  lust,  wrath,  falsehood,  calumny,  having  given  up  the  Maya  (= illusive  world)  he 
puts  a  stop  to  egotism. 

If,  having  given  up  lust  and  women,  he  ahandons  spiritual  blindness,  then  he  obtains  in  the  dark- 
ness him  who  is  free  from  all  darkness  (=the  Supreme). 

Having  given  up  pride  and  conceit,  love  to  son  (and)  wife,  having  given  up  (worldly)  thirst  (and) 
desire  he  makes  deep  meditation  on  Earn. 

Nanak  (says) :  in  (whose)  heart  the  True  one  dwells,  he  is  absorbed,  by  means  of  the  true  word  (of 
the  Guru)  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

Paurl. 
Kings,  subjects,  chieftains,  none  will  remain,  oh ! 
Shops,  bazars  will  tumble  down  by  (his)  order,  oh  ! 
Solid,  beautiful  gates,  the  fool  considers  as  his  own. 
Store-rooms  filled  with  wealth  (are)  empty  in  one  moment. 
Horses,  chariots,  camels,  impetuous  elephants. 
Gardens,  property,  household  goods,  whose  own  are  they  ? 
Tents,  bedsteads,  tapes,  tent-walls,  satin  (whose  own  are  they  ?). 
Nanak  (says) :  the  true  donor  (of  all  these  things)  is  known1  from  (his)  power. 

IX. 

Slok  I. ;  mahald  I. 

(Though)  rivers  of  sour  milk  be  made,  (though)  springs  of  milk  and  ghl  gush  forth. 
(Though)  the  whole  earth  become  sugar,  (that)  (my)  soul  always  could  enjoy  itself. 
(Though)  the  mountains  become  gold  (and)  silver,  studded  with  diamonds  and  rubies. 
Yet  (I  would)  praise  tbee,  the  desire  of  praising  (thee)  would  not  cease. 

Sloh  II. ;  mahala  I. 

(If)  the  fruit  of  the  eighteen  loads2  (of  trees  and  plants)  should  be  had,  (if)  their  taste  should  be 
exquisite.3 

(If)  both  moon  (and)  sun  should  be  stopped  in  their  course,  (and  if)  (my)  place  should  become 
immovable. 

Yet  (I)  would  praise  thee,  the  desire  of  praising  (thee)  would  not  cease. 


III. ;  mahala.  I. 
Though  pain  should  be  inflicted  (on  my)  body  by  an  inauspicious  planet  (or)  by  the  two  (Rahus).* 

1  *<AltT3'>  Pers.  Aii-li^ ,  known.    All  sorts  of  words  are  jumbled  together  in  this  verse. 

'*  3T3  *HZT33>  the  eighteen  loads  (supply:  ^«f^lf?T.  tree,  plant  in  general).  It  is  said,  that  if  of  every 
tree  or  plant  one  leaf  should  be  taken,  they  would  make  up  eighteen  loads. — A  comprehensive  term  for  all  the 
trees  and  plants  on  earth. 

3  The  word  J|d?3l  is  quite  unknown  to  the  Sikh  Granthis  ;  but  it  is  apparently  the  Sindhi  3THl^, 
dissolving,  melting.  The  taste  (of  the  fruit)  is  melting,  i.e.  the  fruit  is  so  delicate  in  flavour  that  it  melts  in 
the  mouth. 

4  'Zf2  tH?.  the  two  Rahus,  i.e.  Rahu  and  Ketu.  ^JfvT  is  said  to  have  been  a  ^q,  with  the  tail  of  a 
dragon,  whose  head  was  severed  by  Vishnu.  Both  head  and  tail  retained  their  separate  existence.  The  head 
was  made  in  the  planetary  system  the  eighth  and  the  tail  the  ninth  planet,  called  %rf  • 
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(Though)  the  blood-drinking  Kajas1  should  be  put  on  (my)  head  and  my  state  should  appear  thus. 
Yet  (I  would)  praise  thee,  the  desire  of  praising  (thee)  would  not  cease. 

Sldk  IV. ;  mahala  I. 

(If)  fire  (and)  cold  should  be  my  clothing,  (if)  wind  should  be  (my)  food. 

(If)  all  the  fascinating  women  of  heaven,  (says)  Nanak,  should  become  my  wives.4 

Yet  (I  would)  praise  thee,  the  desire  of  praising  (thee)  would  not  cease. 

Paurl. 

The  evil-doer  is  a  goblin,  (as)  he  does  not  know  the  Lord. 

He  is  called  mad,  who  does  not  know  his  own  self. 

Bad  strife  is  in  the  world,  by  contention  it  is  consumed. 

"Without  the  name  it  is  labouring  under  disease  (and)  error. 

Who  considers  both  ways  as  one  (and  the  same),3  he  will  be  accomplished. 

"Who  talks  infidelity,  he,  having  fallen  by  (his)  infidelity  (into  hell),  will  burn. 

All  the  world  is  contained  in  the  true  Lord. 

At  (his)  gate  and  court  he  is  accepted,  who  parts  with  his  own  self. 


Sldk  I. ;  mahala  I. 

He  lives,  in  whose  heart  That  one  dwells. 

Nanak  (says)  :  none  other  lives  (in  reality). 

If  he  lives  (without  him),  (his)  honour  is  gone. 

All  is  unlawful,  whatever  he  eats. 

(His)  pleasure  (is)  in  dominion,  (his)  pleasure  (is)  in  wealth,  steeped  in  pleasure  he  dances  naked. 

Nanak  (says)  :  deceived  and  robbed  he  goes. 

Without  the  name  he  loses,  when  being  gone,  (his)  honour. 

Sldk  II. ;  mahala  I. 

What  is  the  good  of  eating  and  dressing  : 

"When  that  True  one  does  not  dwell  in  the  heart  ? 

"What  are  fruits,  ghi,  sweet  molasses,  what  flour,  what  meat  ? 

"What  clothes,  what  a  comfortable  bed,  (on  which)  the  sport  of  enjoyment  is  made  ? 

"What  are  armies,  what  the  attendance  of  mace-bearers,4  (what)  the  dwelling  in  great  show  (and)  in 

? 
Nanak  (says) :  without  the  true  name  all  things  pass  away. 

1  No  hint  whatever  is  given  as  to  who  the  blood-drinking  Rajas  are. 

2  T^  TTr@-  The  Sikh  Granthis  are  utterly  at  a  loss  how  to  explain  these  words.  But  t{\Q  is 
apparently  the  Sansk.  *\\H\,  wife,  Sindhi  ^T- 

3  i.e.  Hinduism  and  Islam. 

4  fNf  is  traditionally  explained  by  "  mace-bearer."  1)^|«D  *■/•  (from  ,jO^=S- ,  domestic  servants, 
pages  or  valets),  attendance  (on  the  body).  The  following  word,  of  which  I  could  get  no  explanation  from  the 
Granthis,  I  would  derive  from  UfT?  (or  'WT^T).  s-m-  great  show  or  display  ;  this  word  is  now  only  found  in 
Marathi,  but  it  suits  the  context  very  well. 
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Paurl. 

What  is  in  the  hand  of  the  pilgrim,  (if)  the  truth  be  investigated  ? 

Poison  is  in  his  hand,  he  dies,  if  he  tastes  it. 

The  dominion  of  the  True  one  is  known  through  all  ages. 

(Who)  minds  (his)  order,  he  is  a  chieftain  at  (his)  gate  (and  in)  his  court. 

By  the  Lord  a  work  is  ordered,  (man)  is  sent  (to  do  it). 

(Under)  beat  of  drum  the  decision  (of  the  Lord)  is  proclaimed  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru) 

Some  have  mounted,  some  stand  in  readiness.1 

By  some  the  loads  are  bound,  some  are  in  a  running  haste. 

XL 

Slob  I. ;  mahala  I. 

When  (the  field)  is  ripe,  then  it  is  cut,  what  remains  within  the  inclosure,  is  the  straw. 
Like  hemp  it  is  bruised,  the  corn  is  taken,  after  the  straw  is  shaken. 
Having  joined  the  two  millstones  of  the  mill  they  sit  down  to  grind  (the  corn). 
Those  (grains),  which  remained  at  the  door  (= mouth  of  the  mill),  were  spared. 
Nanak  (says) :  I  saw  a  wonderful  thing. 

Blok  II. ;  mahala  I. 

Behold,  what  is  sweet  {i.e.  the  sugar-cane),  that  is  cut  down,  cut  down  and  bruised  it  is  bound  by 
the  leg. 

Having  placed  it  within  the  rollers,8  they  punish  it  squeezing  it  well. 

Its  juice  and  marrow  is  put  into  an  iron  pan,  it  is  heated  and  laments. 

Also  the  sediment  (thereof)  is  taken  care  of,  fire  is  kindled  (thereby). 

Nanak  (says) :  (on  account  of  its  being)  sweet  it  is  ill-treated ;  come  and  behold  it,  0  people  ! 

Paurl. 

Some  do  not  think  of  death,  (they  have)  much  hope3  (of  living  longer). 

Having  died  and  died  they  are  continually  born  (again) ;  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  body.4 

In  their  own  mind  and  thoughts  they  say :  (we  are)  good. 

The  fleshly-minded  are  continually  observed  by  Yama,  the  King. 

The  fleshly-minded  are  untrue  to  their  salt,  they  are  ungrateful. 

Being  bound  they  will  make  salam,  (to  whom)  the  Lord  had  not  been  pleasing  (during  their  life-time). 

(By  whom)  the  True  one  is  found,  (in  whose)  mouth  (is)  the  name,  (to  them)  the  Lord  will  be  pleasing. 

They  will  make  salam  at  (his)  throne,  what  is  written  (for  them)  they  will  obtain. 

XII. 

Sloh  I. ;  mahala  I. 

What  does5  deep  (water)  to  a  fish,  what  the  ether  to  a  bird? 
What  does  cold  to  a  stone,  what  the  married  state  to  a  eunuch  ? 

1  TTfenJT^  sf-  a  barbarous  word  (like  3Tt(3^)>  readiness  (from  ^i~>.\^  ). 

2  W^  s.m.  The  roller  of  a  sugar-mill  (now  ^35S). 

3  u)Sfd*MT  =  ,;l(%?^')  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 

4  f^f^  75  TfHWT  =  f?f|  7J  7  (»■«•  vjf%)>  >t  is  not  in  the  hand  of  any  one  =  they  cannot  help  it. 
s  i.e.  what  affects  ? 
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Though  sandal-wood  preparations  be  applied  to  a  dog,  yet  he  runs  after  the  bitch. 

(Though)  a  deaf  man  be  instructed  and  the  Smriti  be  read  (to  him,  he  will  not  hear). 

(Though)  a  blind  man  be  put  into  %s  light  and  fifty  lamps  be  lighted  (to  him,  he  will  not  see). 

(Though)  gold  be  put  (before)  a  herd  of  cattle,  it  selects  and  eats  grass. 

(Though)  iron  be  put  on  the  anvil  and  crumble  to  pieces,  it  does  not  become  cotton-flakes. 

Nanak  (says)  :  (though  one)  tell  these  peculiarities  (to)  a  fool,  it  is  always  lost. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  I. 
(If)  bell-metal,  gold  (and)  iron  break  : 
By  means  of  fire  the  blacksmith  joins  (them)  together.1 
(If)  the  husband  falls  out  with  (his)  wife, 
By  (their)  sons  reconciliation  is  effected  in  the  world. 
(If)  the  Baja  asks  (anything),  he  is  appeased  (satisfied)  by  giving. 
The  hungry  one  is  appeased,  when  he  eats. 
Drought  is  appeased  (by)  the  swelling  (of)  the  rivers  (by)  rain. 
A  bond  (of  friendship)  (is  made)  (by)  affection  and  sweet  words. 
The  Vedas  are  reconciled,  if  one  speaks  the  truth. 
The  dead  are  appeased,  if  goodness  and  honesty  be  done. 
In  this  bond  the  world  goes  on.* 
The  fool  is  appeased  by  a  slap  on  his  mouth. 
Nanak  expresses  this  thought : 
By  praising  (God)  a  tie  (of  friendship)  is  made  at  the  court  (of  God). 

Pawn. 

He  himself  having  created  the  Maya,3  he  himself  reflects  (on  her). 

Some  are  false  (counterfeit),  some  are  genuine,  (coins),  he  himself  is  trying  (them). 

The  genuine  ones  are  put  into  the  treasury,  the  false  ones  are  struck  off  (from  the  account)  and 
thrown  out. 

The  false  ones  are  thrown  down  at  the  true  court,  before  whom  will  they  cry  (for  justice)  ? 

(Those  who)  run  after  the  true  Guru,  (do)  the  best  work. 

The  true  Guru  makes  genuine  (coins)  from  false  ones,  by  means  of  his  word  he  is  accomplishing 
(them). 

At  the  true  threshold  they  are  accepted  on  account  of  (their)  love  and  affection  to  the  Guru. 

How  can  one  make  an  estimate  of  those,  who  are  pardoned  by  the  creator  himself  ? 

XIII. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

Under  the  earth  (are)  also  the  Pirs  and  Shekhs  and  Bajas  of  the  world. 

(And)  more  kings  go,  0  God  ! 

Thou  alone,  Thou  alone  (art  abiding).4 

1  The  sense  of  the  whole  Slok  depends  on  3R,  which  signifies  a  tie,  a  bond,  but  must  be  variously 
rendered  by  reconciliation,  appeasement,  etc.,  to  make  it  intelligible. 

2  The  sense  is :  by  such  bonds  the  world  is  connected. 

3  ^"ddld  'n  the  sense  of  +wCi>  Sakti,  the  Maya,  the  illusive  world. 

4  The  idiom  is  half  Persian  and  quite  barbarous.    ild<£fc.  =  <^>jj  ,-» ,  as  Nanak  was  apparently  not 
aware  of  the  singular  and  plural  in  Persian.    JJf^T?=  Pers.  iojl»l,  more. 
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Slok  II. ;  mahala  I. 

Not  the  Gods,  Titans  and  Centaurs  (are  anything). 

Not  the  Siddhs,  Sadhiks  on  earth. 

Is  there  any  other  P1 

Thou  alone,  Thou  alone  (art  existing). 

Slok  III. ;  mahala  I. 

Not  the  gift-bestowing  men  (are  anything). 
Not  the  seven  (regions)  under  the  earth. 
Is  there  any  other  ? 
Thou  alone,  Thou  alone  (art  existing). 

Sidle  IV. ;  mahala  I. 

Not  (is)  the  disk  of  sun  (and)  moon  (anything). 
Not  the  seven  insular  continents,  not  water. 
(Not)  fire3  (and)  wind;  none  is  stable. 
Thou  alone,  Thou  alone  (art  abiding). 

Slok  V. ;  mahala  I. 

The  daily  bread  is  not  in  anybody's  power.3 
Our  hope4  is  the  One  (Supreme  Being). 
Is  there  any  other  ? 
Thou  alone,  Thou  alone  (art  our  hope). 

Slok  VI. ;  mahala  I. 

Birds  have  no  gold  in  their  purse.5 
The  tree  is  hoping  for  water. 
Who  is  giving  it  ? 
Thou  alone,  Thou  alone. 

Slok  VII. ;  mahala  I. 
Nanak  (says) :  what  is  written  on  the  forehead,  that 
None  can  efface. 

According  to  his  will6  he  puts  down  and  takes  away. 
Thou  alone,  Thou  alone  (art  abiding). 

Pawn. 
True  is  thy  order,  by  the  disciple  it  is  known. 

The  True  one  is  apprehended  (by  him),  having  parted  with  his  own  self  by  means  of  the  instruction 
of  the  Guru. 

1  Wf*rf3  =  Pers-  CUwjI  !  ^J°7  Q-Jlfd  —fi£  tlx) .  The  sentence  can  only  be  taken  as  interrogatory 
=  there  is  none  other. 

'  >i?7S  »/•  fire,  another  assimilation  from  ^rf^T- 

8  *mj  »HT  Pers-  I  Li-~!  J  (but  not  in  use  in  Persian  itself,  being  rather  a  barbarous  composition  after 
the  analogy  of  ijmj  cu*~j S)  coming  to  hand,  used  substantively  (like  yuj  e^wsj)  in  the  sense  of  "power," 
"  ability."    ^it  =  foj5|,  altered  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 

1  W7're%  =  'WT*^l^,  hope,  comfort. 

6  Rldld  >  Pers.  /£,  a  knot  in  the  end  of  a  shawl  or  cloth,  in  which  money  is  bound  up. 

8  575T,  propensity,  will. 
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True  is  thy  court,  by  means  of  the  word1  (of  the  Guru)  it  is  pointed  out. 

Having  reflected  on  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

The  self-willed  one  is  always  given^o  falsehood,  by  error  he  is  led  astray. 

His  dwelling  is  amongst  ordure,  no  relish  is  known  by  him. 

"Without  the  name  he  incurs  distress,  he  is  coming  and  going. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  examines  accurately,  by  whom  the  false  and  genuine  one  is  recognized. 

XIV. 

Sloi  I. ;  mahala  I. 

Lions,  falcons,  hawks,  kites,2  these  he  makes  to  eat  grass. 

Those  who  eat  grass,  them  he  makes  to  eat  flesh ;  these  ways  he  makes  (them)  go. 
In  the  rivers  he  makes  appear  hillocks,  in  the  deserts  he  makes  unfathomable  (pools). 
He  establishes  worms  and  gives  them  royalty,  armies  he  turns  into  ashes. 

As  many  creatures  as  live,  their  breath  he  takes  away  and  vivifies  them  (again),  then  what  is  it 
with  (him)?3 

Nanak  (says)  :  as  it  is  pleasing  to  the  True  one,  so  he  gives  the  morsels. 

Sloh  II. ;  mahala  I. 

Some  are  living  on  flesh,  some  eat  grass. 

To  some  the  food  consisting  of  thirty-six  (ingredients)  is  allotted.4 

Some  (live)  in  dust  (and)  eat  dust. 

Some  are  counting  (their)  breath,  counting  (their)  breath. 

Some  take  the  name  of  the  Formless  one  for  their  support. 

(By  his)  gifts  they  live,  no  one  dies  (of  hunger). 

Nanak  (says)  :  they  go,  being  robbed,  in  whose  heart  He  is  not. 

Pauri. 
The  work  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  done  according  to  destiny. 

"Who  has  parted  with  his  own  self  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  (by  him)  the  name  is 
meditated  upon. 

Who  sticks  to  another  work,  (by  him)  his  life  is  lost  (wasted). 

"Without  the  name  all  is  poison,  (whatever)  is  put  on  (and)  eaten. 

By  praising  the  true  word  (=name)  one  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Without  serving  the  true  Guru  there  is  no  dwelling  in  comfort,  again  and  again  one  comes. 

The  world  is  a  false  capital,  falsehood  is  earned  (from  it). 

Nanak  (says) :  by  praising  the  fully  True  one  (one)  goes  with  honour  (to  the  threshold  of  the  Supreme). 

XV. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

(When)  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  they  play  and  sing,  (when)  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  they  bathe 
(in)  water. 

1  Some  MSS.  (and  the  lithographed  copy  of  Lahore)  read  t{i\-l  2Sfanf2WTf»  but  this  is  wrong;  the  right 
reading  is  JTETfe  vCfalfcWfT- 

2  tidJl  an(i  3*ft  are  different  species  of  hawks. 

3  3T  fc7>WT  TTvT.  what  is  it  with  (him)  ?  i.e.  what  does  it  matter  with  him  ?    *TTvT  =  TT'^,  postposition. 

4  ^;fld  J^ff*^  food»  consisting  of  thirty-six  ingredients  =  delicate  food.    Vlttl  is  here  =!(%,  to  fall 
to  one's  lot. 

26 
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When  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  they  exercise  superhuman  powers,1  they  let  hear  the  sound  of  the 
conch. 

"When  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  they  read  the  book  (Quran),  they  are  called  Mullas  and  Shekhs. 

"When  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  they  become  Kajas  and  acquire  many  enjoyments. 

"When  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  they  swing  the  sword  and  cut  off  head  and  neck. 

When  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  they  go  abroad,  and  having  heard  (many)  words  they  return  to  their 
homes. 

When  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  thou  imbuest  (them)  with  love  to  the  name ;  who  please  thee,  them 
thou  likest. 

Nanak  utters  one  supplication  (=  word) :  all  the  others  earn  falsehood. 

Slolc  II. ;  mahala  I. 

When  thou  art  great,  all  is  greatness,2  by  the  good  one  good  (things)  are  done. 
When  thou  art  true  (  =  real),  then  every  one  is  true,  not  any  one  is  false.3 
Telling,  seeing,  speaking,  going,  living,  dying,  running : 
He,  having  issued  an  order,  keeps  under  his  order ;  Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  is  true. 

Paurl. 
By  serving  the  true  Guru  (one  becomes)  confident,  his  error  is  put  a  stop  to. 
The  work,  that  the  true  Guru  enjoins  (to  him),  is  performed. 
(If)  the  true  Guru  becomes  kind  (to  him),  then  the  name  is  meditated  upon. 
The  gain  of  devotion,  which  is  the  best,  is  obtained  by  the  disciple. 

By  the  self-willed  one  falsehood  (and)  darkness  (are  obtained)  (and)  falsehood  is  practised. 
Having  gone  to  the  gate  of  the  True  one  the  true  one  is  comforted.1 
He  is  called  to  the  true  palace  by  the  True  one. 
Nanak  (says) :  the  true  one  is  always  given  to  truth  and  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

XVI. 

Slolc  I. ;  mahala  I. 

The  Kali-yug  is  (like)  a  large  knife,  the  Eajas  are  the  butchers,  religion,  having  made  itself  wings, 
has  flown  away. 

There  is  (now)  the  new-moon's  night,  it  is  not  seen,  where  the  moon  (of)  truth  has  risen. 

Searching  about  I  became  bewildered. 

In  darkness  there  is  no  way  (seen). 

Being  given  to  egotism  in  (my)  heart  I  weep  in  pains. 

Nanak  says :  in  what  manner  shall  salvation  be  effected  ? 

Slolc  II. ;  mahala  III. 

(In)  the  Kali-yug  the  praise  (of  Hari)  is  the  manifest  light  in  the  world. 
Some  (rare)  disciple  passes  across  (the  water  of  existence). 

1  fy§l;{  (Sansk.  f^Jjf7T),  superhuman  power,  supposed  to  be  acquired  by  austere  worship  to  Shiva  and 
his  wife  Durga.  They  are  eight:  ^TfWTT.  extreme  minuteness  (invisibility);  *rfV|44|,  extreme  lightness; 
*l  W*\  I .  extreme  weight ;  UtTR.  power  of  obtaining  everything;  jn^TT.  fulfilment  of  every  desire ;  *|f^TT> 
largeness  of  size  (ad  libitum)  ;  ^fspn>  power  over  nature. 

2  The  sense  is :  everything  is  a  sign  of  thy  greatness. 

3  31?  I  >  °f  a  false,  illusive  existenee,  not  real. 

4  r3t£|0cM.  caus.  of  xi<SCW,  to  cause  to  be  quieted  or  comforted  (Sansk.  ^T^).  It  is  here  not  the  causal 
form  of  xj<^cM,  to  say  (Sansk.  5J^). 
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On  whom  he  (i.e.  Hari)  looks  in  mercy,  to  him  he  gives  (the  praise). 
Nanak  (says) :  the  disciple  takes  that  gem. 

■•  Paufl. 

Between  devotees  and  worldly  people  a  union  is  never  brought  about. 

The  creator  himself  is  unerring,  he  does  not  err,  though  one  try  to  mislead  him. 

(Those)  devotees  are  united  by  himself  (with  himself),  by  whom  the  perfectly  True  one  has  been 
acquired. 

(Those)  worldly  people  are  ruined  by  himself,  who,  continually  speaking  falsehood,  have  eaten  poison. 

They  have  no  idea  of  departure,  the  poison  of  lust  and  wrath  is  increased  (by  them). 

(Those)  devotees  perform  service  (to  Hari),  by  whom  the  name  is  daily  meditated  upon, 

Having  become  the  slaves  of  (those)  slaves,  by  whom  their  own  self1  is  parted  from  within. 

Their  faces  are  bright  at  the  gate  of  the  Lord,  by  means  of  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  they  have 
become  lustrous. 

XVII. 

Sloh  I. ;  mahala  I. 

At  dawn  by  whom  he  is  praised  and  meditated  upon  with  one  mind : 

They  are  perfect  wholesale  dealers ;  having  fought  (their  struggle)  they  have  died  at  the  right  time. 

In  the  second  (watch)  (there  are)  many  ways,  many  schemes  of  the  mind  are  laid  out. 

Many  have  fallen  into  bottomless  water,  they  dive  and  do  not  get  out. 

In' the  third  (watch)  (there  is)  a  morsel  in  the  mouth,  hunger  and  thirst  both  are  barking. 

What  is  eaten  (becomes)  ashes,  yet  (there  is)  friendship  with  eating. 

In  the  fourth  (watch)  drowsiness  has  come  on,  having  closed  the  eyes  he  (i.e.  man)  goes  about  in 
his  dream.8 

Having  risen  (in  the  morning)  dispute  is  also  made  by  him ;  (thus)  a  circle  of  a  hundred  years  is 
made  by  him. 

If  at  every,  every  time,  in  the  eight  (watches)  the  fear  (of  God)  be  entertained : 

(Then),  (says)  Kanak,  the  Lord  dwells  in  the  heart,  true  bathing  is  made  (in  it). 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  II. 

Those  are  perfect  wholesale  merchants,  by  whom  the  all-present  one  is  obtained. 

They  remain  unconcerned  (all)  the  eight  (watches  =  the  whole  day)  in  the  same  state  of  mind. 

He,  who  is  unfathomable  in  appearance  (and)  form,  is  obtained  by  (some)  rare  one. 

By  a  perfect  destiny  the  perfect  Guru  (is  obtained),  whose  word  is  perfect. 

Nanak  (says) :  (if)  he  makes  (it)  full,  the  weight  is  not  diminished. 

Paurl. 

When  thou  art,  then  what  are  others?  by  me  the  True  one  is  proclaimed. 

By  her,  who  is  robbed  by  (worldly)  business,  the  thief,  the  palace  (of  Hari)  is  not  obtained. 

By  this  hard  mind  the  service  (of  Hari)  is  discarded. 

In  whose  body  the  True  one  is  not  found,  that  is  broken  and  shaped  (again).3 

How  shall  it  be  weighed  with  a  full  weight  and  balance  ? 

No  one  says :  (I  am)  little,  in  egotism  people  go  on. 

1  The  reading  JJflflf ,  as  found  in  some  MSS.,  is  wrong,  WfTV.  the  substantive,  must  be  read.  In  the 
more  modern  MSS.  the  copyists  no  longer  know  how  to  make  the  proper  difference  between  JlfTV  and  JHTfV- 

2  "M<clcJ>  *•»*•  dream. 

3  The  sense  is :  that  creature  is  compelled  to  enter  new  bodies. 
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The  good  ones  are  examined  and  picked  out  at  the  gate  (of  Hari). 
The  ware  is  found  in  one  shop1  by  means  of  the  perfect  Guru. 

XVIII. 

Slolc  I. ;  mahala  II. 

(Who)  removes  the  eight,  (who)  destroys  the  eight,  (who)  destroys  the  nine  (of)  the  body:* 

In  him  (is)  the  name,  containing  the  nine  treasures,  the  One  deep  in  qualities  (=  the  Supreme  Being) 

he  finds. 

By  them,  whose  lot  it  is,  he  is  praised,  says  Eanalc,  having  made  (to  themselves)  a  Guru  (or)  Pir.3 

In  the  fourth  watch  of  the  dawn  (of  day)  the  desire  (after  Hari)  of  the  intelligent  ones  springs  up.4 

They  have  friendship  with  those  oceans,6  in  their  heart  and  mouth  is  the  true  name. 

There  nectar  is  distributed,  (according  to)  one's  destiny  favour  is  bestowed. 

The  body,  the  gold,  is  closely  examined,  its  colour  comes  fully  out  (on  the  touchstone).6 

If  the  glance  of  the  banker  be  favourable,  it  {i.e.  the  body)  is  not  again  thrown  into  the  heat  (to  be 

melted). 

"Who  removes  the  seven  (temperaments),7  he  is  true  and  good,  he  sits  with  the  learned. 

There  demerit  and  merit  are  reflected  upon,  the  capital  of  falsehood  sinks  down. 

There  the  false  ones  (like  spurious  coins)  are  thrown  down,  the  good  ones  are  applauded. 

Talking  (i.e.  remonstrating  against  this  process)  is  superfluous  (=  useless),  0  Nanak,  pain  and  pleasure 

(rest)  with  the  Lord. 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  II.8 

The  breath  (wind)  is  the  Guru,  water  the  father,  the  great  earth  the  mother. 
Day  and  night,  the  two  are  the  male  and  female  nurses,  the  whole  world  sports. 
In  the  presence  (of  God)  Dharm  (raja  =  Yama)  reads  the  good  and  bad  actions  (of  the  creatures). 
By  their  own  works  some  are  near  and  some  far  off  (from  God). 
By  whom  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  they  are  gone,  having  done  their  work. 
Nanak  (says) :  they  are  bright  in  their  face ;  how  many  other  people  are  released  (from  existence) 
in  their  company ! 

1  *{Q-il,  ware, or  else ^TTS,  the  thing,  i.e.  the  name  or  the  absolute  being.     XTZ,  the  shop,  i.e.  the  heart. 

*  nrS\<  the  eight;  what  eight?  perhaps  the  ^nj*TR  or  eight  affections  of  the  body,  the  eight  members 
of  the  body  (^TrN),  and  the  nine  (^TT)  outlets  of  the  body.     XFTWt  =  Tl^T^,  removing  (adj.). 

'  i.e.  having  chosen  for  themselves  a  Guru  (or)  Pir. 

4  The  sense  is :  early,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  the  intelligent  ones,  who  have  found  the  Supreme  within  their 
body,  are  filled  with  desire  to  praise  him. 

6  f37JT  ^frUT^T  fir©  i*ii\.  friendship  with  those  oceans,  i.e.  friendship,  love  to  Hari,  the  ocean. 
The  plural  is  honorific  or  to  be  explained  in  the  pantheistic  sense  of  the  Granth. 

6  efjft,  the  colour  of  gold  on  the  touchstone,  by  which  its  quality  is  indicated.  ^?T@  is  a  verbal  adj., 
rising  it  rises,  i.e.  it  comes  fully  out. 

7  1T3\  "MTT^.  removing  the  seven ;  what  seven  ?  perhaps  the  ^rHTnjffTT  or  seven  tempers  (of  the  mind). 
The  whole  verse  is  nearly  unintelligible,  as  only  a  few  hints  are  thrown  out  and  the  whole  is  purposely  made 
as  obscure  as  possible.  Of  such  sentences  a  translation  cannot  properly  be  made,  but  only  a  conjecture.  The 
Sikh  Granthis  themselves  could  give  me  no  explanation  whatever. 

8  This  Slok  is  here  (as  in  all  MSS.  I  have  compared)  ascribed  to  Guru  Angad,  whereas  it  is  verbatim 
repeated  from  the  Japjl,  where  it  is  the  concluding  Slok.  In  the  Japji  there  is  nowhere  any  indication  that  the 
Slok  does  not  belong  to  Nanak,  but  it  is  very  probable  that  this  addition  was  made  by  Guru  Angad,  and  that 
for  certain  reasons  he  is  not  mentioned  there  as  the  author  of  the  Slok. 
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Paurl. 

True  enjoyment  (is)  faith,  by  the  true  Guru  it  is  pointed  out. 

(Who)  believes  in  the  True  one,  he*is  happy  in  the  True  one. 

In  the  true  fort  and  village,  in  his  own  house  he  dwells. 

By  means  of  the  pleased  Guru  he  is  happy  in  the  love  of  the  name. 

By  falsehood  one  cannot  go  to  the  court  of  the  True  one. 

By  a  totally  false  explanation  (=  doctrine)  that  palace  (of  Hari)  is  lost. 

By  attention  to  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  one  is  not  repulsed  (at  the  gate  of  Hari). 

"Who  has  heard  and  comprehended  the  true  explanation  (of  truth),  is  called  to  the  palace  (of  Hari). 

XIX. 
Sloh  I. ;  mahala  I. 

(If)  I  put  on  (as  clothes)  fire,  (if)  I  make  (my)  house  in  the  snow,  (if)  I  make  iron  my  food. 

(If),  having  turned  all  pains  into  water  I  drink  (them),  (if)  I  urge  and  drive  on  the  earth. 

(If)  I  put  on  the  scales  the  sky  and  weigh  it,  (and  if)  I  then  put  a  tank1  on  (the  scales,  to  weigh  it 
thereby). 

(If)  I  be  so  much  enlarged,  (that)  I  may  not  be  contained  (anywhere),  (if)  I  drive  on  every  one 
with  a  nose-ring. 

(If)  there  would  be  so  much  power  in  (my)  mind,  that  I  do,  and  that,  having  ordered,  I  cause  to  be 
done  (everything). — 

As  great  as  the  Lord  is,  so  great  are  his  gifts,  in  giving  he  does  as  he  pleases. 

Nanak  (says) :  on  whom  he  casts  a  favourable  look,  (he  obtains)  greatness  by  the  true  name.* 

Sloh  II. ;  mahala  II. 

The  mouth  is  not  satiated  with  speaking,  the  ear  is  not  satiated  with  hearing. 
The  eyes  are  not  satiated  with  seeing,  they  are  continually  discerning  the  qualities  (of  things). 
The  hunger  of  the  hungry  one  does  not  cease,  by  (mere)  words  the  hunger  does  not  leave  off. 
Hanak  (says) :  the  hungry  one  is  then  satiated,  when,  having  uttered  the  excellences  (of  Hari),  he 
is  absorbed  in  the  abode  of  (all)  qualities  (=  the  Supreme). 

Paurl. 

"Without  the  True  one  all  is  falsehood,  falsehood  is  acquired. 

Without  the  True  one  he,  who  is  given  to  falsehood,  is  bound  and  marched  off. 

Without  the  True  one  the  body  is  ashes  and  mingled  with  ashes. 

Without  the  True  one  all  is  (but)  hunger,  what  is  put  on  and  eaten. 

Without  the  True  one,  by  means  of  falsehood,  the  court  (of  Hari)  is  not  obtained. 

(By  him  who)  sticks  to  false  covetousness  the  palace  (of  Hari)  is  missed. 

The  whole  world  is  deceived,  in  deception  it  comes  and  goes.3 

The  thirst  and  fire  in  the  body  are  extinguished  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

1  "iiS,  a  weight,  equal  to  four  masas. 

2  The  apodosis  in  this  verse  is  not  clear.  Nanak  rambles  about  in  his  thoughts  and  a  clear  logical  con- 
struction (quite  abstracted  from  grammar)  is  never  to  be  expected.  The  sense,  however,  appears  to  be  this : 
whatever  man's  feats  may  be,  he  never  can  reach  the  Lord,  whose  all  gifts  are. 

3  *KTSW  •rfuH'JN  literally :  it  is  come  and  gone. 
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XX. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

Kanak  (says) :  the  Guru  is  the  tree  (of)  contentment,  religion  (virtue)  is  (its)  blossom,  divine 
knowledge  (its)  fruit. 

(The  tree)  is  abounding  in  succulence  (and)  always  green,  by  (religious)  works  (and)  meditation  (its 
fruit)  ripens. 

(The  wise  one)  is  eating  the  flavours  of  the  sirup,1  the  gift  descends  on  the  head  (of)  the  wise  one. 

Sidle  II. ;  mahala  II. 

(There  is)  a  tree  of  gold,  (its)  leaves  are  red  corals,  (its)  blossoms  jeweh?  and  rubies; 

Fruits  of  gems  are  found  on  it,  who  eats  (them)  with  his  mouth,  he  is  happy  in  (his)  heart  and  mind. 

Nanak  (says) :  (whose)  destiny  it  may  be,  on  (his)  face  (and)  forehead  (this)  lot  is  written. 

The  sixty-eight  Tlrthas  (are)  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

The  excellent  (men)  always  worship  (the  feet  of  the  Guru). 

Laughter,  desire,  covetousness,  wrath,  are  four  streams  of  fire. 

Those  who  fall  (into  them),  are  burnt ;  0  Nanak,  it  is  crossed  over  by  sticking  to  (religious)  works. 

Paurl. 

Die  whilst  living !  having  destroyed  (one's  own  self)  one  will  not  regret  it. 

This  world  iB  false  (unreal),  who  are  apprised  of  it  ? 

Without  bestowing  love  on  the  True  one  it  has  run  after  (worldly)  business. 

Death  is  a  bad  thing ;  destruction  and  death  (hang)  over  the  head  of  the  world. 

By  the  order  (of  Hari)  the  executioner  (of  Yama)  (stands)  on  the  head  (of  every  one)  and  lies  in  wait. 

(If)  he  himself  (i.e.  Hari)  gives  (his)  love,  he  is  made  to  dwell  in  the  heart. 

(If)  not  forty-eight  minutes,  not  a  minute  procrastination  be  made,  he  is  obtained. 

(Who)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  comprehends  (the  truth),  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

XXI. 

Slot:  I. ;  mahala  I. 
The  Tummi  and  Tumma  is  poison,  the  fruit  of  the  Akk,  Dhatura  and  Nimm  (is  poison).8 
It  abides  in  that  self-willed  man,  into  whose  mind  Thou  dost  not  come. 
iNanak  (says) :  the  enmity  of  (those)  is  told  (before  Tama),  who  walk  without  (doing)  religious  works. 

SlOk  II. ;  mahala,  I. 

The  mind  of  the  bird  is  in  conformity  with  (its)  destiny,  now  it  is  high,  now  low. 

Now  it  is  on  a  sandal-tree,  now  on  the  bough  of  an  Akk-tree,  now  in  high  love. 

Nanak  (says):  by  the  order  (of  God)  it  is  moved  about,  the  course  (of)  the  Lord  is  applied  (to  it). 

Paurl. 

Many  give  explanations,  having  given  (them)  they  go. 

They  give  explanations  of  the  Veda,  (but)  its  end  (object)  they  do  not  obtain. 

By  reading  (the  Veda)  they  do  not  obtain  (its)  secret,  by  comprehending  (the  truth)  they  do. 

1  Vf3  »•/•  sirup  or  melted  sugar ;  the  flavour  of  the  fruits,  when  ripened,  is  compared  to  a  sirup  in 
sweetness. 

2  The  B'ifY  's  a  smaller  kind  of  the  3*TT !  >n  Gurmukhi  it  signifies  a  very  bitter  fruit,  a  colocynth  (not 
as  in  Sanskrit,  a  long  white  gourd).  The  J>f5'  (Sansk.  ^foR)  is  the  gigantic  swallow-wort ;  the  MSdT  (VtTT)> 
the  thorn-apple  ;  the  f^*J  (Sansk.  ftfe)),  Azadirachta  Indica,  a  tree  bearing  bitter  fruits. 
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la  there  in  any  dress  of  the  six  (philosophical)  systems  an  absorption  in  the  True  one?1 
The  true  (divine)  male  is  inapprehensible,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  becomes  manifest 
(bright).  m 

He  who  minds  the  incomprehensible  name,  obtains  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

The  musician,  who  sings  salutation  to  the  creator  : 

He,  (says)  Nanak,  causes  (him)  to  dwell  continually  in  his  mind. 

XXII. 
Sloh  I. ;  mahala  II. 

Having  become  a  conjuror  he  sticks  to  scorpions  and  snakes. 

With  his  own  hands  he  himself  applies  to  himself  a  faggot. 

(If)  it  has  been  from  the  beginning  the  order  of  the  Lord,  he  eats  excessively  flames  of  fire.8 

The  fleshly-minded  one  quarrels  with  the  disciple,  he  is  drowned  according  to  justice  and  equity. 

He  himself  is  the  Lord  of  both  sides  (=  worlds),  he  sees,  having  ascertained  (everything).3 

Nanak  (says) :  thus  it  is  known,  that  everything  is  under  his  order.4 

Sloh  II. ;  mahala  II. 

0  Nanak,  (if  one)  examines  himself,  then  he  is  a  wise  examiner. 

(If)  he  understands  the  sickness  and  the  (proper)  medicine  (for  it),  then  he  is  an  intelligent  physician. 

(Who)  makes  no  transaction  (on)  the  road,  (as)  he  knows  (that  he  is)  a  guest. 

(Who)  speaks,  knowing  the  root  (ground),  (who)  inflicts  destruction  (on)  the  destructive  one. 

(Who)  does  not  walk  in  covetousness,  (who)  remains  in  the  True  one,  he  is  chosen6  and  approved  of. 

Who  directs  an  arrow  towards  the  sky,  how  shall  it  arrive  (there)  ? 

Purther  on  that  (sky)  is  inapproachable,  (with)  a  bumping  sound  it  comes  (to  him,  who)  discharges  (it).6 

Pawn. 

The  women,  (who  have)  love  (to)  the  divine  male'  (and)  are  adorned  with  love: 

Perform  devotion  day  and  night,  they  remain  (in  it  and)  are  not  prevented  (stopped). 

(Their)  dwelling  is  in  the  palaces  (of  Hari),  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  they  are  accomplished. 

Those  helpless  (women)  utter  a  true  petition. 

They  are  graceful  at  the  side  of  the  Lord,  by  (his)  order  they  have  departed. 

1  The  whole  sentence  must  needs  be  taken  as  interrogative ;  Tf^l^cS  is  translated  here  as  a  verbal  noun, 
which  seems  to  suit  the  context  best. 

2  TJ3T,  s.f.  flame  of  fire. 

3  f%@yT©gn'  Crom  f<e  +  HM  iGcNI'  =  Sansk.  ftf  -+■  JTT)  has  two  meanings :  to  measure  through  (to 
ascertain)  or  to  determine,  to  fix. 

4  The  whole  Sl5k  is  made  against  a  certain  juggler  and  conjuror. 

5  fcc*TA>  P-P-  °f  the  Sansk.  verb  W*T,  to  choose.  The  Sikh  Granthis  explain  it  by  "  mediator,"  which 
is,  however,  a  secondary  signification  (=  the  chosen  Of  God). 

6  The  words :  <JTvJ  ■?!?  tTTcS  are,  as  they  stand,  quite  unintelligible  and  a  barbarous  diction.  I  have 
translated  them  according  to  surmise.  tTT2C  is  here  very  probably  the  verbal  adjective :  going.  ^1J,  s.f.  a 
bumping  sound.  But  ^IvI-irf  (as  one  word)  may  also  be  taken  as  participle  present.  The  translation  would 
then  run  thus :  it  (i.e.  the  "EfTS) is  g°™g  ("HI «6)  (to)  the  discharger  (<g|0 ■£;*)• 

7  The  words  of  the  text :  ATcH'  VTUf  ftf'HT'eJj  literally  :  "the  women,  the  divine  male,  love,"  may  be 
translated  in  any  way,  as  there  is  absolutely  no  sign  nor  hint  of  any  grammatical  or  logical  coherence. 
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They  address  (this)  petition  (to  their)  female  friends :  mind  (him),  0  ye  beloved  ! 

Without  the  name  there  is  woe  in  the  house,  wretched  that  life. 

By  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  we  were  aeeomplished,  nectar  (was)  drunk  (by  us). 

XXIII. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  I. 

The  desert  is  not  satiated  by  rain,  the  fire  (of)  hunger  does  not  cease. 
The  Raja  is  not  satiated  by  dominion,  are  dried-up  oceans  (ever)  filled  ? 
Nanak  (says) :  how  much  is  the  inquiry  after  the  true  name ! 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  II. 

There  is  no  fruit  of  that  (human)  birth,1  so  long  as  one  does  not  know  Brahni. 

The  ocean  of  the  world  some  one  crosses  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 

The  cause  of  causes  is  powerful,  says  Eanak,  having  reflected. 

Causality  is  in  the  power  of  the  creator,  by  whom  the  skilful  machinery  (of  the  world)  is  put  down. 

Pauri. 

At  the  court  of  the  Lord  the  musician  dwells. 
By  praising  the  true  Lord  the  lotus  (of  his  heart)  has  opened. 
Having  obtained  the  omnipresent  Lord  his  heart  has  become  happy. 
The  enemies  are  kicked  out  and  beaten,  the  virtuous  ones  have  got  the  ascendancy. 
"Who  serve  the  real  and  true  Guru,  (to  them)  the  true  word  is  shown. 
Having  reflected  on  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  death  is  destroyed  (by  them). 
The  musician  rehearses  the  inexpressible  (Supreme  Being),    by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is 
accomplished. 

Nanak  (says):  the  beloved  Hari,  who  is  deep  in  qualities,  is  met  with. 

XXIV. 

Slok  I. ;   mahala  I. 

From  sins  sins  spring  up,  if  they  commit  (sins),  they  fall  into  sins. 
By  washing  they  (i.e.  the  sins)  do  not  go  off,  though  they  wash  them  a  hundred  (times). 
Kanak  (says):  (if)  he  (i.e.  Hari)  pardon  (them),  then  they  are  forgiven,  otherwise  they  follow 
(them).2 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  I. 

0  Eanak,  talking  and  prating  are  pains,  giving  (them)  up  pleasure  should  be  asked. 
Pleasure  and  pain,  both  are  at  the  gate ;  man  goes  and  puts  them  on  (like)  clothes.3 
"Where  by  speaking  loss  is  suffered,  there  silence  is  the  best  thing. 

1  There  is  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  Angad  to  write  Sanskrit.  rjfjT  -HA*ffil  is  apparently  the  genitive, 
as  shown  by  the  following  *i|d|d  *i«ildf*1>  the  ocean  of  the  world.  It  appears  that  he  has  considered 
fiSOiSW  as  a  substantive,  fruitlessness  (though  it  is  an  adjective)  and  that  3f*T  TTS3ff*T  stands  for  f^I 
■riA*1*a,  though  the  Sansk.  genitive  of  3PJT  is  sj(«iH:.  That  such  an  attempt  at  Sanskrit-writing  is  made, 
the  whole  context  shows. 

2  VTvft'.  adv.  near,  from  behind  (Sindhi  H|^\) ;  infvT  =  V%- 

3  The  sense  of  the  words  ^f^J  ;jfjj  is :  both  are  at  the  gate  =  within  reach.  Man  puts  pleasure  and 
pain  on  as  he  puts  on  a  cloth,  i.e.  according  to  his  liking. 
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Paurl. 

Having  looked  about  in  the  four  corners  (of  the  earth)  (my)  inside  was  searched  (by  me). 

By  the  true,  inapprehensible  divinewnale,  having  created,  it  is  looked  down  (in  mercy). 

To  him,  who  has  gone  astray  in  the  desert,  the  way  is  shown  by  the  Guru. 

The  true  Guru  is  the  vehicle  of  the  True  one,  the  True  one  is  held  up  (by  him). 

The  gem  {i.e.  the  Supreme)  is  obtained  in  (one's  own)  house  (=  personality),  the  lamp  is  lighted 
(therein): 

-  (Who)  praise  (him)  by  means  of  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru),  (they  are)  happy,  truth  is  kindled 
(in  them). 

The  fearless  one,  who  is  given  to  pride,  is  annihilated. 

The  world,  having  strayed  away  from  the  name,  wanders  about  as  a  goblin. 

XXV. 

SloJe  I. ;  mahala  III. 

In  fear  (man)  is  born,  in  fear  also  he  dies,  fear  is  in  his  heart. 

Kanak  (says) :  if  he  dies  in  the  fear  (of  God),  he  has  come  into  the  world  happy. 

Sloh  II.';  mahala  III. 

"Without  fear  he  lives,  many,  many  pleasures  he  enjoys. 

Nanak  (says):  if  he  dies  without  fear,  he  rises  and  goes  with  a  black  face. 


(If)  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  then  (one's)  wish  is  fulfilled. 

(If)  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  one  never  grieves. 

(If)  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  pains  are  not  known. 

(If)  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  then  the  pleasure  of  Hari  is  enjoyed. 

(If)  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  then  what  is  the  fear  of  Tama  ? 

(If)  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  there  is  always  happiness  in  the  body. 

(If)  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  the  nine  treasures  are  obtained. 

(If)  the  true  Guru  become  merciful,  then  one  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

XXVI. 
Sidle  I. ;  mahala  I.1 

They  pluck  their  head,2  they  drink  washings,3  they  ask  the  leavings  of  meals  and  eat  them. 
Having  laid  bare  the  excrements*  they  put  them  into  their  mouths,  having  seen  raw6  water  they 
are  afraid. 

Like  sheep  they  pluck  their  head,  their  hands  are  filled  with  ashes. 

With  mother,  father  and  business  they  part,  their  families  weep  (after  them)  with  lamentations. 

1  This  whole  Slok  is  directed  against  the  Jainas,  who  are  now  called  in  the  Panjab  +ldlGjft;  see  Sikhl 
de  raj  di  vithia,  p.  162. 

2  This  is  their  initiatory  rite. 

3  >{tt<^|g^,  now  called  IIcNMIcSj  water  used  already  in  vessels.     The  Jainas  drink  no  fresh  water,  but 
either  boiled  wa|er  or  washings  (from  the  pots). 

4  (g-^lofd.  *■/.  Arabic  e^-iwi  (properly :  disgrace). 

5  H^HTOT.  «•*■»  P-P-  sfWTTT)  nere  used  in  the  sense  of  Zp&[  XC[<§\,  natural  water,  not  cooked,  but 
warmed  or  heated  by  the  sun. 
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(They  offer)  no  rice-balls  nor  platter,  nor  funeral  ceremonies,  to  the  dead  they  do  not  put  down 
a  lamp  anywhere. 

They  are  not  admitted  to  the  sixty-eight  Tirthas,  the  Brahman  eats  no  food  (from  their  hands). 

They  remain  always  dirty  day  and  night,  to  their  forehead  (they  do  not  apply)  Tilaks  (marks). 

They  sit  down,  having  always  put  the  shroud  of  death  (over  their  body),  they  hide  themselves  and 
do  not  go  to  a  court. 

On  their  loins  (they  carry)  their  cups,  in  their  hands  a  (white)  brush  (of  wool),1  (thus,  having 
cleansed  the  place)  they  go  forwards  and  backwards. 

They  are  neither  Jogls  nor  Jangams,2  nor  are  they  Kazls  or  Mullas. 

Ruined  by  the  deity  they  go  about  distressed,  cursed  goes  the  herd  about. 

He  kills  and  vivifi.es  the  living  beings,  none  other  preserves  (them). 

Alms  and  ablutions  are  abandoned,  ashes  are  put  on  the  head  of  the  plucked  one  {i.e.  the  Jaina). 

In  the  water  gems  are  produced,  the  (mountain)  Meru  was  made  the  churning-staff  (by  the  gods). 

The  sixty-eight  Tirthas  (were)  established  by  the  Devi,  at  the  festivals  the  praise  (of  the  gods)  is 
sung. 

By  him  [i.e.  the  Jaina)  neither  a  musical  instrument  is  played  (in  honour  of  the  gods)  nor  worship 
(performed),  (whereas)  the  wise  ones  always  bow  down  (in  worship). 

"Who  whilst  living  dies,  he  is  saved,  when  water  is  put  on  (his)  head. 

Nanak  (says):  the  head-plucked  ones  are  devils,  to  them  nothing  is  pleasing. 

After  it  has  rained,  joy  springs  up,  the  frugal  economy  of  the  creatures  has  come  to  an  end.3 

After  it  has  rained,  there  is  corn,  sugar-cane  and  cotton  (produced),  every  one  gets  his  sheet.4 

After  it  has  rained,  (the  kine,  etc.)  browse  the  grass,  the  woman  constantly  churns  the  pleasant 
thick  milk. 

By  means  of  that  ghl  burnt-offering,  sacrifice  and  worship  being  always  made,  the  business  (of  man) 
is  prospering.6 

The  Guru  is  the  ocean,  all  the  rivers  are  disciples,  by  bathing  in  which  greatness  is  (obtained). 

Nanak  (says):  if  the  head-plucked  ones  do  not  bathe  (in  it),  seven  spits6  (on  them!),  dust  on  their 
head ! 

Slok  II. ;  mahald  II. 

"What  can  the  cold  do  to  the  fire,  what  the  night  to  the  sun  ? 

"What  darkness  to  the  moon,  what  is  the  nature  of  wind  and  water  ? 

"What  can  the  things  do  to  the  earth,  in  which  everything  is  produced  ? 

Kanak  (says) :  then  the  honour  (of  a  thing)  is  known,  when  he  {i.e.  God)  protects  (its)  honour. 

Pawn. 
Thou,  0  true  Lord,  art  always  happy. 
Thou  art  the  true  court,  the  others  are  coming  and  going. 
Who  asks  the  true  gift,  he  is  like  thee. 

1  The  ttftS  is  a  sort  of  broom,  made  of  white  wool,  with  which  the  Jainas  cleanse  the  place  before  and 
after  them,  lest  they  by  inadvertence  destroy  a  living  being.     This  broom  they  call  HtIO<M- 

2  t^TH.  a  mendicant;  they  worship  Shiva  and  the  Linga  and  hate  the  Brahman.     They  wear  matted 
hair  and  ring  a  bell  when  begging. 

*  Trl<)lf3  has  here  the  meaning  of  "frugal  temperance." 

4  "Mrfiil.  s.m.  a  sheet  spread  out  to  receive  rice,  etc.,  from  the  cooking  vessel.     The  sense  is:  every  one 
gets  his  (full)  share  of  food. 

5  The  argument  used  here  is  just  the  same  as  that  advanced  in  the  Bhagavad-Glta,  iii.  10. 
e  BTT>  m-  =  "9°7>  spit,  spitting. 


RAG  MAJH,  VAR  XXVII.  211 

True  is  thy  order,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  it  is  made  pleasant. 

By  minding  it  divine  knowledge  and  meditation  are  obtained  from  thee. 

According  to  (one's  former)  works  the  sign1  is  made,  it  does  not  go  off,  though  one  try  to  remove  it. 

Thou  art  the  true  donor,  thou  givest  always,  as  it  increases,  (the  more  thou  givest). 

Nanak  asks  for  that  gift,  which  is  pleasing  to  thee. 

XXVII. 

Sloh  I. ;  mahala  II. 

"Who  has  been  initiated  and  instructed  (in  truth),  he,  by  means  of  praising  (Hari)  is  absorbed  in  the 
True  one. 

■    "What  instruction  shall  "be  given  to  them,  whose  Gur-dev  Nanak  is? 

Sloh  II. ;  mahala  I. 

"Whom  he  himself  causes  to  apprehend  (the  truth),  he  apprehends  (it). 

To  whom  he  himself  makes  it  known,  to  him  becomes  known  everything. 

Having  related,  related  the  story  he  fights  (with)  the  Maya.2 

By  his  order  he  makes  all  forms  (of  existence). 

He  himself  knows  all  (his)  reflections. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  word  is  told  by  himself. 

(His)  misapprehension  ceases,  to  whom  (this)  gift  is  made. 

Pauri. 
I,  the  unemployed  musician,  was  put  (by  him)  into  (his)  work. 

Many  times,  by  day  and  night,  an  order  was  given  (by  him  to  me)  from  the  beginning. 
The  musician  was  called  by  the  Lord  to  the  true  palace. 
With  true  praises  praising  (him)  he  obtained  clothing. 
The  true  nectar-name  was  given  (to  him)  as  food. 
(By  whom)  it  is  eaten,  they  are  satiated  and  obtain  comfort. 

(If)  he  (God)  bestows  favour  (on)  the  musician,  the  word  (=  name)  is  sounded  (by  him). 
Nanak  (says) :  having  praised  the  True  one  the  Omnipresent  was  obtained  (by  me). 

1  ?r)n|<S>  t'le  SI£n'  mar^>  *•*• tne  allotment  put  down  for  a  creature. 

2  This  line  seems  to  refer  to  him,  to  whom  everything  is  made  known.     Relating,  what  he  has  heard,  he 
struggles  with  the  Maya  (illusion). 
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EAGU    GATJEI    GUAEERI. 

Caupadds  (and)  Dupadds. 

6m !     The  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  divine  male  without  fear,  without  enmity, 

of  timeless  form,  unproduced  from  the  womb. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru ! 

I. ;  mahald  I. 

(I).  The  fear  (of  God)  is  very  heavy,  a  great  weight : 

The  wisdom  of  the  (human)  mind  is  light,1  it  talks  (random)  words. 

(By  whom)  the  load  is  put  on  the  head  and  carried  about : 

He,  by  the  favourable  look  (of  God)  and  by  destiny  reflects  on  the  Guru. 

Pause. 

"Without  the  fear  (of  God)  none  will  pass  over. 

The  state  (of)  the  fear  (of  God)  is  kept  up8  by  means  of  faith. 

(2).  Tear  is  in  the  body  (like)  fire,  it  is  kindled  with  fear. 

The  state  of  fear  is  shaped  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

"Without  fear  the  shaping  is  but  rough. 

(If)  the  mould  is  blind,3  the  cast  is  blind. 

(3).  By  the  sport  of  the  intellect  desire  is  produced. 

By  a  thousand  clevernesses  passion  does  not  go  down. 

iNanak  (says):  the  fleshly- minded  talk  wind. 

Blind  is  (their)  word  (  =  instruction)  and  senseless  prattle. 

Gauri ;  mahald  I. 
II. 

(1).  In  fear  is  the  house  (=  heart),  in  the  house  is  fear,  by  means  of  the  fear  (of  God)  fear  goes. 
"What  is  that  fear,  by  which  fear  subsides  ? 
Without  thee  there  is  no  other  place. 
"Whatever  exists,  all  is  thy  pleasure.4 

Pause. 
One  would  be  afraid,  if  there  should  be  another  object  of  fear. 
He  is  alarmed  by  fear,  (in  whom  there  is)  an  uproar  of  the  mind. 
(2).  The  soul  does  neither  die  nor  is  drowned,  it  passes  over. 
By  whom  (everything)  is  done,  he  does  everything. 
By  (his)  order  it  comes,  by  (his)  order  it  goes. 
In  future  and  past  (times)5  it  is  absorbed  by  (his)  order. 
(3).  (Who  has)  love  to  Brahm  (and)  a  desire  (for)  heaven : 

1  Light,  i.e.  not  able  to  bear  the  weight. 

2  HTftPOT  T^Tfo  is  a  compound  verb,  in  which  ^ifo  is  nearly  meaningless. 

3  Tfi3T>  s.m.  mould,  stamp.     JJfTT  =  indistinct. 

*  TT3  ^ft  d-mfa,  all  is  thy  pleasure,  i.e.  aU  is  produced  by  thy  pleasure  (or  order). 
6  nm  W,  literally :   before  and  after,  i.e.  the  soul  in  its  past  and  future  births  is  absorbed  (re- 
absorbed) by  his  order. 
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In  him.  is  much  hunger  (after)"  a  sign  of  direction.1 

Eating  and  drinking  the  fear  (of  God)  (is  his)  support. 

Without  eating  (it)  he  dies  (and)  bejjpmes  a  fool. 

(4).  (Is  there)  any,  any,  any,  any  one,  whose  he  {i.e.  God)  is  ? 

Every  one  (is)  thine,  thou  (belongest)  to  all. 

"Whose  the  living  creatures,  wealth  and  property  are  : 

To  express  a  thought  (about  him)  is  difficult,  (says)  JSTanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  I. 
III. 

(1).  Make  wisdom  the  mother,  contentment  the  father. 
Truth  the  brother ;  this  is  the  best.2 

Pause. 
There  is  a  talking  (about  God),  (but)  nothing  (iu  reality)  can  be  said  (about  him). 
Thy  power  and  value  are  not  attained. 

(2).  (Whose)  two  fathers-in-law,  modesty  and  reflection  have  become  : 
He  makes  (in  his)  heart  (religious)  works  (his)  wife. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  wedding  (is)  union  (with  the  saints),  marriage  separation  (from  the  world). s 
The  true  and  holy  ones,  (6ays  Nanak),  they  are  fit  (relatives). 

Gaurl ;  mahala  I. 

IV. 

(1).  The  union  (of)  wind,  water,  fire. 
The  sport  of  the  fickle,  active  intellect. 
The  nine  doors  and  the  tenth  gate. 
Comprehend,  0  wise  one,  this  thought ! 


Pause. 


He  is  relating,  speaking,  hearing.4 

"Who  reflects  on  his  own  self,  he  becomes  wise. 

(2).  The  body  is  earth,  the  wind  (breath)  speaks  (in  it). 

Comprehend,  0  wise  one,  who  has  died  ? 

The  form  (=body)  has  died,  egotism  is  rejected. 

He  has  not  died,  who  is  seeing. 

(3).  For  whose  sake  they  go  to  the  bank  of  a  Tlrtha  : 

(That)  exquisite  jewel  is  even  in  the  heart. 

The  Pandit,  having  read  and  read,  discusses  an  argument, 

1  The  Sikhs  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  these  two  lines.     They  explain  XJJT  by  fTJJTT,  injury ;  JHJTW7J 
by  nj*J*4IA  "^3  (like  heaven),  7i*i\A  by  I^TZ  or  Ty^Y  ^5  (like  a  river),  all  which  explanations  give  no 
sense  whatever.    ^JT  is  a  name  for  Brahm  (the  absolute  substance)  ;  75  3TT?5  we  would  explain  by  75  =  wf^f 
guidance,  direction,  and  JTT25  =  5ENn'>  S,SU  (m  Hindustani  also  ^Lj,  as;    lil^sT  ^Li,  to  make  one  under- 
stand by  hints).     These  verses  are  mere  riddles,  intended  for  puzzling. 

2  According  to  the  Janampatri  these  words  are  said  to  have  been  addressed  to  Mardana,  when  he  asked 
leave  to  revisit  his  family. 

3  We  have  added  the  words  in  parenthesis  according  to  conjecture,  as  Nauak  usually  only  gives  a  few 
hints,  which  by  themselves  are  more  or  less  unintelligible. 

4  The  5ft£\  is  apparently  referring  to  the  Supreme. 
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(But)  does  not  know  the  thing  that  is  within. 

(4).  I  have  not  died,  my  calamity  (only)  has  died. 

He  has  not  died,  who  remains  absorbed  (in  the  Supreme). 

Nanak  (says) :  by  the  Guru  Brahm  is  shown  : 

(Who)  is  not  seen  dying  and  going. 

Gaufi ;  mahala  I. 

Dakhni. 

V. 

(1).  (Who),  having  heard  and  heard  comprehends  (and)  minds  the  name: 

To  him  I  always  devote  myself. 

(Whom)  thou  thyself  leadest  astray,  (he  has)  no  place  nor  spot. 

(Whom)  thou  instmctest  (in  truth),  (him)  thou  unitest  to  union  (with  thyself). 


(If)  the  name  be  obtained,  it  goes  with  me. 

Without  the  name  the  whole  (world)  is  bound  by  death. 

(2).  Agriculture  (and)  trade  (are  under)  the  protection  of  the  name. 

A  bundle  of  seed  (of)  sins  (and)  religious  merits  (is  with  men). 

Pleasure  and  passion  in  the  heart  are  a  loss.1 

Who  has  forgotten  the  name,  departs  with  a  blemish  in  his  heart. 

(3).  The  instruction  of  the  true  Guru  is  true. 

Body  (and)  mind  (become)  cool  (  =  tranquil)  (by)  true  knowledge. 

By  the  fullness  of  water  in  the  moat  (there)  is  sap  (in)  the  lotus.3 

(Who)  are  attached  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  (they  are)  sweet  (like)  the  juice  (of)  sugar-cane. 

(4).  In  accordance  with  (his)  order3  there  are  ten  gates  in  the  fort  (=body). 

Five  dwell  in  it  having  met,  (in)  infinite  light. 

He  himself  is  weighed,  he  himself  is  the  retail-dealer. 

Nanak  (says):  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is  accomplishing4  (the  disciples). 

Gauri ;  mahala  I. 
VI. 
(1).  Is  it  known,  from  whence  (man)  comes  ? 
From  what  he  is  produced,  in  what  he  is  absorbed  ? 
How  he  is  bound,  how  he  gets  emancipation  ? 
How  he  is  absorbed  (in)  the  imperishable  self-horn  one  ? 


The  name  is  nectar  in  the  heart,  the  name  (is  nectar)  in  the  mouth. 

(It  is)  the  name  (of)  Nar-Hari,  (by)  Nar-Hari  (he  becomes)  free  from  desire. 

1  &Z,  a  blow,  a  loss  (in  trade),  a  misfortune. 

2  Such  lines  cannot  be  translated,  as  all  rests  on  conjecture,  no  case  nor  verb  being  indicated.  vi'tHtT  is 
perhaps  yf^fcfT,  a  moat  or  ditch.  The  sense  would  be  :  if  there  is  plenty  of  water  in  a  moat,  the  lotuses  are 
full  of  sap. 

3  *Jt|J|T  (^ftrfan)  's  nere  (as  adjective)  used  in  an  adverbial  sense  :  according  to.  It  is  constructed  with 
the  Locative  (occasionally  also  with  the  Nom.). 

i  The  sense  of  this  verse  is  not  easily  found  out,  as  no  grammatical  construction  is  observed.  Who  the 
five  are  (senses  ?),  is  not  indicated.     The  Sikh  Granthis  themselves  are  bewildered  about  it. 
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(2).  Naturally  he  comes,  naturally  lie  goes. 
From  the  mind1  he  is  produced,  in  the  mind  he  is  absorbed. 
The  disciple  is  emancipated  and  notAound. 

-Reflecting  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is  released  (from  matter)  by  means  of  the  name  of  Hari. 
(3).  The  dwelling  of  many  birds  is  at  night  (on)  a  tree. 
Comfort  is  in  the  heart  of  the  afllicted  (birds),  (their)  delusion  is  destroyed. 
(From)  evening  (till)  dawn  they  look  up  to  the  sky. 

(Then)  they  run  to  the  ten  quarters  (of  the  globe),  this  is  written  (for  them)  by  destiny. 
(4).  (Who  is)  devoted  to  the  name  (is  like)  a  framework  in  a  pasture-ground. 
The  jar  of  pleasure  and  passion,  the  poison,  bursts  asunder. 
The  house  and  shop  are  without  chattels  and  empty. 
The  diamant-shutters  of  the  disciple  are  opened. 
(5).  The  saints  are  met  with  (on  account  of)  a  former  conjunction.2 
"Who  rejoice  in  the  True  one,  they  are  the  perfect  people  of  Hari. 
Who  offer  up  soul  and  body  with  natural  ease : 
At  their  feet  Nanak  falls  down. 

Gauri ;  makala  I. 
VII. 
(1).  Pleasure  and  passion  are  contained  in  the  mind. 
Directed  to  the  disease  of  falsehood  the  mind  wakes. 
A  stock  of  sin  (and)  covetousness  is  collected. 
He  crosses  and  makes  others  (cross),3  whose  mind  is  attentive  to  the  name. 


Praise,  praise  (to  thee),  0  True  one,  thou  art  my  support ! 

I  am  a  sinner,  thou  alone  art  pure. 

(2).  Fire  (and)  water  speak  (with)  a  crackling  and  gushing  sound.4 

The  tongue  (and)  the  senses  (have)  a  bad  taste. 

The  sight  is  diseased,  (there  is)  no  fear  nor  love. 

(If)  (one)  destroys  his  own  self,  then  he  obtains  the  name. 

(3).  (Who)  dies  through  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  has  not  again  to  die. 

Without  having  died  how  should  he  become  perfect  ? 

In  illusion  and  duality  the  mind  is  involved. 

Firm  is  (only)  Narayan,  what  he  does,  that  is  done. 

1  ?J25  must  here  be  taken  in  the  sense,  which  the  Sankhya  attributes  to  it.  According  to  this  system 
(which  is  also  received  in  the  Yoga  of  Patanjali)  there  are  25  components  of  all  existing  things  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Supreme  Being),  viz. :  (1)  Prakriti  (undeveloped  matter)  ;  (2)  Buddhi,  intelligence  ;  (3)  Ahan- 
kara,  egotism  (individual  consciousness)  ;  (4-8)  Tanmatrani,  the  five  subtile  elements ;  (9-13)  Mahabhutani, 
the  five  grosser  elements ;  (14-18)  Indriyani,  the  five  senses  of  perception  ;  (19-23)  Karmendriyani,  the  five 
organs  of  action ;  (24)  the  Manas,  the  internal  organ  of  perception,  the  director  and  ruier  of  the  five  senses 
and  organs  of  action ;  (25)  the  atma  or  purusha,  the  individual  soul.  2-24  are  called  "  vyakta,"  developed 
matter,  and  form  the  kshetra,  or  body.     From  the  mana%  (as  the  last)  man  (purusha)  is  said  to  be  produced. 

2  \Jdy  4f-r|J|,  a  former  conjunction,  i.e.  in  a  former  state  of  existence. 

3  3cT  3T3^5  371  =  3?>  he  crosses,  and  3T3^  (—  Sansk.  ?TTf^*0>  causing  to  cross.  The  Sikh  Granthis 
explain  3T<ft  by  ij;f|,  boat,  "he  crosses  in  a  boat ;"  but  this  is  against  etymology  and  grammar. 

*  *K3Tfe  VT3^>  the  fire  and  water  (i.e.  in  the  body),  the  bodily  elements  break  forth  violently ;  this 
seems  to  be  the  sense  according  to  the  context. 
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(4).  I  ascend  the  boat,  when  (my)  turn  comes. 

"Who  are  repulsed  (from)  the  boat,  are  beaten  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

The  True  one  I  praise,  blessed  is  the  gate  of  the  Guru. 

In  the  gate  and  house1  of  ISanak  is  he  who  has  always  the  same  form. 

Gaurl;  mahala  I. 
VIII. 
(1).  The  (drooping)  lotus  (of  the  heart)  was  turned  up  (again)  by  reflecting  on  Brahm. 
A  stream  (of)  nectar  (is  flowing)  (in)  the  tenth  gate2  (of)  the  skull. 
The  three  worlds  are  penetrated  by  Murari  himself.3 


0  my  heart,  let  no  error  be  entertained ! 

The  mind  being  reconciled  (with  itself)  nectar-juice  is  drunk. 

(2).  Having  overcome  birth  (regeneration)  by  dying  (my)  mind  is  reconciled. 

(I  have)  died  in  (my)  own  self,  by  the  mind  (my)  mind  is  known.4 

(If)  (his)  favourable  look  is  bestowed,  the  house  is  known  by  the  house.6 

(3).  Chastity,  virtue,  (going  to)  Tlrthas,  control  of  the  passions  (are  contained)  in  the  name. 

(If)  I  make  a  great  extension  (of  works),  of  what  use  is  it  ? 

The  divine  male  Narayan  is  the  inward  governor. 

(4).  (If)  I  would  mind  another  one,  I  would  go  to  another's  house. 

(From)  whom  shall  I  ask  (anything)  ?  there  is  no  place. 

Nanak  is  easily  absorbed  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru.  . 

Gaurl ;  mahala  I. 
IX. 

(1).  (If)  the  true  Guru  be  met  with,  he  shows  that  dying  is  necessary. 
(To  whom)  the  taste  (of)  dying  and  ceasing  to  be  is  pleasing  in  his  heart : 
He,  having  removed  pride,  obtains  the  heavenly  city. 

Pause. 
Death  is  written  (decreed),  this  (creature)  is  not  remaining. 
Who  mutters  Hari,  he  is  remaining  in  the  asylum  of  Hari. 
(2).  (If)  the  true  Guru  be  met  with,  then  duality  flees. 
The  lotus  (of  the  heart)  is  opening,  the  mind  clings  to  Hari,  the  Lord. 
Who  dies  whilst  living,  (he  gets)  in  the  other  world  great  enjoyment. 

(3).  By  the  true  Guru  being  obtained,  by  virtue  and  control  of  the  passions  (one  becomes)  pure. 
The  ladder  (=  instruction)  of  the  Guru  is  higher  than  high. 

1  "TcT)  gate  =  mouth  ;  Hf3 ,  house  =  body,  heart.     l^o{|d  CE=7T°n"3)>  who  is  always  of  the  same  form  = 
the  Supreme,  who  never  changes. 

2  ^?T  7*HTf<T  's  a  grammatical  blunder,  instead  of  ^T%  !  but  as  this  did  not  suit  the  verse,  it  was 
exchanged  for  ^TT,  ten. 

3  That  is,  he  is  present  in  the  three  worlds  as  the  absolute  substance. 

4  The  sense  is:  the  mind  becomes  conscious  of  itself. 

6  UfJ  is  the  same  as  kshetra,  the  body  or  house  of  the  atma  or  purusha.  The  house  is  known  as  the  seat 
of  the  spirit  (itself  an  emanation  of  the  Supreme  Spirit).  It  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  that  (according  to  note 
],  p.  215)  VJ2S  and  Ufg  are  here  essentially  the  same,  1&i  being  the  last  of  the  twenty-three  components  of 
the  kshetra. 
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By  destiny  he  is  obtained  (and)  the  fear  of  Tama  (is  then)  done  away  with. 

(4).  By  meeting  with  the  Guru  (the  disciple)  is  absorbed  in  the  bosom  (of  Hari). 

Out  of  mercy  the  house  and  palace  (o^Hari)  is  shown  (by  the  Guru). 

Nanak  (says) :  having  destroyed  his  egotism  (individuality)  he  is  united  (with  Hari). 

Gauri ;  mahala  I. 

X. 

(1).  The  lot  has  fallen,  none  effaces  it. 
What  do  I  know,  what  will  happen  in  future  ? 
"What  has  pleased  him,  that  has  come  to  pass. 
None  other  is  acting  (but  he). 

Pause. 
I  do  not  know  (thy)  works  (nor)  how  great  thy  gift  is. 
Acts  and  deeds  are  the  nature  of  thy  name. 
(2).  Thou  art  such  a  great  donor  and  giver. 

There  is  no  deficiency  (of  gifts),  thy  store-room  is  distributed  (to  the  creatures).1 
(By  whom)  conceit  is  entertained,  he  is  not  agreeable  (to  thee). 
Soul  and  body,  all  is  with  thee  (=  in  thy  power). 

(3).  Thou  killest  and  vivifiest,  thou  pardonest  and  unitest  (with  thyself). 
As  it  pleases  thee,  so  thou  causest  thy  name  to  be  muttered. 
Thou  art  wise,  clear-sighted  and  true  concerning  me. 

By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  thou  givest  (me)  confidence  (in  thee). 
(4).  In  (my)  body  is  filth  (=  sin),  (my)  mind  is  not  attached  (to  thee). 
By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  by  (his)  true  instruction  is  known 
Thy  power  and  the  greatness  of  (thy)  name. 
Nanak  (says):  the  devotee  is  remaining  (in  thy)  asylum. 

Gauri;  mahala  I. 
XI. 
(1).  (Whom)  he  makes  recite  the  ineffable  (Supreme) : 
(Him)  he  gives  nectar  to  drink. 
Other  fears  are  forgotten,  in  the  name  he  is  absorbed. 


Why  should  one  be  afraid?  fear  is  absorbed  in  the  fear  (of  God). 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru  he  (the  Supreme)  is  known. 

(2).  In  whose  heart  is  the  divine  male  Earn,  a  ray  of  light2  of  Hari : 

He  is  with  natural  ease  united  (with  him),  praise  (to  him) ! 

(3).  Early  in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening  the  snakes  go. 

Here  and  there  the  fleshly-minded  are  bound  by  death. 

(4).  (In  whose)  heart  Bam  is  day  and  night,  they  are  perfect. 

Nanak  (says) :  (if)  Bam  be  found,  error  is  removed. 

Gauri ;  mahala  I. 
XII. 
(1).  He  is  born  and  dies  (again),  who  is  fostering  the  three  qualities. 
The  four  Vedas  relate  the  (different)  forms  (he  is  going  through). 

1  dJ|(d  's  here  best  taken  as  part,  past  (Sansk.  ViW)>  distributed. 

2  TTf'T>  very  likely  =  "^fTfl,  a  ray  of  light,  contracted  to  7Tlf*T- 

28 
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They  give  an  explanation  of  the  three  states.1 

In  the  fourth  state2  Hari  is  known  from  the  true  Guru. 

Pause. 
By  devotion  to  Earn  and  the  service  of  the  Guru  he  is  crossing. 
He  will  not  again  be  born  and  die. 
(2).  Every  one  speaks  of  the  four  desirable  objects.3 
The  Smriti  and  the  Shastras  are  in  the  mouth  of  the  Pandit. 
Without  the  Guru  the  reflection  on  the  (four)  objects  is  not  obtained. 
The  boon  of  final  emancipation  is  obtained  by  devotion  to  Hari. 
(3).  In  whose  heart  that  Hari  dwells : 
(That)  disciple  obtains  devotion  (to  Hari). 
Devotion  to  Hari  (brings  in)  final  emancipation  (and)  joy. 
By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  highest  bliss  is  obtained. 

(4).  By  whom  he  {i.e.  Hari)  is  obtained,  (to  him)  he  has  been  shown  by  the  Guru,  who  has  seen  (him). 
"Who  in  desire  has  become  free  from  (all)  desires,  he  is  instructed  (in  the  way  of  truth).1 
The  Lord  of  the  poor  is  giving  all  comforts  (to  him) : 
("Whose)  mind  is  attached  to  the  feet  of  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

Gauri  cell;  mahald  I. 

XIII. 

(1).   "The  body  is  immortal"  (thus  thinking)  this  world  remains  in  a  pleasant  sport. 
It  practises  greediness,  covetousness  (and)  much  falsehood,  it  raises  many  loads. 
Thee,  0  body,  I  have  seen  rolling  like  dust  on  the  ground. 


Hear,  hear  my  instruction  ! 

Good  works  will  be  stopped,  0  my  soul,  there  will  not  come  again  an  opportunity  (for  doing  good  works). 

(2).  I  address  thee,  0  my  body,  hear  thou  my  instruction ! 

Thou  revilest  another  and  desirest  what  is  another's,  thou  makest  a  false  tale-bearing. 

Thou  lookest  at  another's  wife,  0  my  soul,  thou  committest  theft  and  adultery. 

The  soul  has  departed,  thou  art  left  behind ;  such  a  forsaken  woman  thou  hast  become. 

(3).  Thou,  0  body,  art  left  (behind) ;  what  work  hast  thou  done  (even)  in  a  dream? 

When  I  stole  anything,  I  considered  it  as  good  in  my  mind. 

Here  there  is  no  lustre,  there  no  entrance  (for  me),  (my)  whole5  life  is  lost. 

Pause. 
I  have  become  very  much  afflicted,  0  father  Nanak,  nobody  asks  a  word  about  me. 
(4).  Arabian  and  Turkish  horses,  gold,  silver,  loads  of  clothes: 
Go  with  nobody,  (says)  Nanak,  they  fall  off,  0  fool ! 

A  cup  of  sugar-candy,  fruit,  everything  was  tasted  by  me,  thy  name  alone  is  nectar. 
(5).  (If),  laying  (deep)  the  foundation,  I  raise  a  wall,  the  house  (will  be)  a  heap  of  ashes. 

1  The  three  states  are  :  3||J|ffl  (wakefulness),  ^^  (dream),  WTjrfjT  (deep  sleep). 

2  The  fp(VsHq*su  is  the  state  of  abstraction  from  without  and  absorption  in  the  contemplation  of  one's 
own  spirit  (as  identical  with  the  Supreme). 

3  The  four  desirable  objects  are  :  Vfff,  3fJT>  ^IT.  'ft^f- 

i  Man  must  become  ^Hjftf,  free  from  desire  or  hope  of  getting  any  reward  for  his  actions,  only  intent  on 
the  contemplation  of  Hari. 

6  UftrmT  =  Sansk.  -^rf^r,  whole. 
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(If)  having  collected  and  collected  (a  hoard)  I  do  not  give  (anything)  to  any  one— the  blind  one 
thinks,  "  all  is  mine." 

(If  I  have)  a  heap  of  gold,  an  upper  worn  (full  of)  gold — it  does  not  belong  to  any  one. 

Pause. 
Hear,  0  foolish,  ignorant  mind ! 

(6).  His  (i.e.  God's)  decree  will  be  executed. 

Our  banker  is  a  weighty  Lord,  we  are  his  retail-dealers. 

Soul  and  body,  all  the  capital  is  his,  he  himself  kills  and  vivifies. 

Gauri  cetl;  makala  I. 
XIV. 
(1).  The  others  are  five,1  we  are  (but)  one,  Oman!  how  wilt  thou  protect  thy  household  goods,  0  mind? 
They  beat  and  plunder  continually,  before  whom  shall  I  raise  a  cry  (for  assistance),  0  man  ? 

Pause. 

Utter  the  name  of  Sri  Earn,  0  mind ! 

On  the  way  onwards  (to  the  other  world)  the  army  of  Tama  is  very  hostile. 

(2).  Having  raised  a  small  idol-temple2  he  guards  the  door  (of  it),  within  is  seated  a  woman.3 

The  woman  plays  continually  with  nectar,  the  other  five  men  are  robbed  at  night. 

(3).  Having  pulled  down  the  small  idol-temple  (i.e.  the  heart)  the  temple  (=body)  is  plundered  (by 
them),  the  one  woman  is  seized,  0  man  ! 

(When)  the  club  of  Tama  and  (his)  chain  has  fallen  on  the  neck  (of  the  person),  these  five  men  take 
to  flight. 

(4).  He  desires  a  fascinating  woman,  gold,  silver,  he  desires  friends  and  dinners  at  night.4 

Nanak  (says) :  who  commits  sins  for  their  sake  will  go  bound  to  the  city  of  Tama. 

Gauri  cetl;  mahala  I. 
XV.5 

(1).  (There  is)  a  (large)  earring  on  thy  body,  (but)  the  (right)  earring  is  within,  (thy)  body  should 
be  made  the  patched  quilt. 

The  five  should  be  made  the  servants  and  subjected,  0  Eaval,  this  mind  should  be  made  the  staff! 

Pause. 

Thou,  thou  wilt  get  the  skill  of  the  Toga  : 

(If)  thou  wilt  apply  (thy)  mind  to  the  esculent  roots  (of)  the  one  word  (=name),  (for)  there  is 
none  other. 

(2).  After  the  head  is  shaved,  a  Guru  should  be  obtained,  by  us  the  Ganga  is  made  the  Guru. 

The  Lord  alone  brings  across  the  three  worlds,  thou  dost  not  think  (of  him),  0  blind  one  ! 

(3).  (If)  in  ostentation  thou  wilt  apply  (thy)  mind  to  (mere)  words,  (thy)  doubt  will  never  go  off. 

If  thou  appliest  (thy)  thoughts  to  the  feet  of  the  One,  thou  wilt  not  run  about  in  greediness  and 
covetousness. 


If  thou  mutter  the  Pure  (Supreme),  (thy)  mind  will  be  absorbed  (in  him). 
Why  dost  thou  talk,  0  Jogi,  much  deceit  ? — 

1  The  five  are :  STR,  sfa>  W3>  VR,  WTU3TT3. 

2  *T=?w\  s.f.  a  small  idol-temple  in  a  temple  =  the  heart. 
0  The  44 1  MA  I)  or  woman,  is  here  the  TTflf ,  or  intellect. 

*  In  tfTMlTT  tne  "31  (as  weU  as  in  'mrn'3"r)  >s  redupdant  and  a  mere  alliteration. 
°  These  lines  are  addressed  to  a  Jogi  named  Raval. 
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(4).  The  body  is  mad,  the  soul  ignorant,  saying:   "mine,  mine"  (life)  is  passed. 
Nanak  (says) :  the  naked  (body)  is  burnt,  then  afterwards  (the  people)  repent. 

Gauri  cetl ;  mahala  I. 

XVI. 

(1).  The  medicine,  charm  (and)  root  (of)  the  mind  (is)  the  One;  if  the  thought  be  fixed  (on  him), 
0  dear ! 

He  is  obtained,  who  is  cutting  off  the  sinful  works  of  the  several  births,  0  dear  ! 

Pause. 

Mind  the  One  Lord,  0  brother  ! 

In  thy  three  qualities  thou  art  involved  in  the  world,  the  incomprehensible  one  cannot  be  compre- 
hended, 0  dear ! 

(2).  (Like)  sugar-candy  the  Maya  is  sweet  in  the  body,  by  me  and  thee  a  bundle  (of  it)  is  lifted  up, 
0  dear ! 

The  night  is  dark,  nothing  is  seen,  the  mouse  cuts  the  rope  (of  life)  to  pieces,  0  brother ! 

(3).  As  much  as  the  fleshly-minded  do,  so  much  pain  they  incur,  the  disciples  obtain  greatness. 

What  is  done  by  him  {i.e.  Hari),  that  is  effected,  the  destiny  cannot  be  effaced,  0  dear! 

(4).  Who  are  full,  them  he  fills,  (so  that)  they  do  not  want  (anything),  who  are  coloured,  them  he 
steeps  in  colour,  0  dear ! 

If  thou  becomest  their  dust,  (says)  Nanak,  then  thou  wilt  obtain  something,  0  foolish  one ! 

Gauri  cell ;  mahala  I. 

XVII. 

(1).  "Whose  mother  (is  she),  whose  father  (is  he)  ?  from  which  place  have  we  come  ? 
"Within  an  orb  (of)  fire  (and)  water  we  are  produced,  for  what  work  are  we  made  ? 


0  my  Lord,  who  knows  thy  qualities  ? 
My  vices  cannot  be  told. 

(2).  How  many  trees  and  shrubs  are  known  (by)  us,  how  many  animals  are  produced? 
How  many  snakes  come  into  the  cottages,  how  many  birds  are  caused  to  fly  about  ? 
(3).  He  breaks  into  city-shops  and  palaces,1  having  committed  theft  he  comes  home. 
He  looks  forwards  and  looks  backwards,  before  thee  where  will  he  hide  himself  ? 
(4).  The  shores  (of  rivers),  Tlrthas,  the  shops  in  the  Bazars  have  been  seen  by  me  in  the  nine 
regions  (of  the  earth). 

Having  taken  the  scales  (I)  began  to  weigh  (all  I  have  seen) ;  the  retail-dealer  is  even  in  the  heart. 

(5).  As  much  as  the  ocean  and  sea  is  filled  with  water,  so  many  are  my  vices. 

Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  have  a  little  compassion  (on  me),  bring  across  the  sinking  stones ! 

(6).  (My)  soul  burns  like  fire,  within  the  shears  move  about. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  knows  the  order  (of  God),  he  (enjoys)  comfort  day  and  night. 

Gauri  bairagani  ;  mahala  I. 

XVIII. 

(1).  The  night  is  passed  in  sleeping,  the  day  is  passed  in  eating. 

(One's)  life-time  is  (precious)  like  a  diamond,  it  is  given  away  for  a  cowrie. 

1  f%n7  *fcnj=  Js""  ij*t~>,  a  house  or  palace  hung  over  with  glass  (literally:  a  house  of  lightening). 
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Pause. 
The  name  of  Earn  is  not  known  (by  thee). 
0  fool,  thou  wilt  again  rue  it  afterw«rds ! 

(2).  Unrighteous  property  they  put  into  the  ground,  unrighteous  (property)  cannot  be  liked.1 
Those,  who  go  off  (to  the  other  world)  liking  unrighteous  (property),  come  (again  in  another  birth) 
having  lost  the  unrighteous  (property). 

(3).  If  that  would  be  obtained,  which  one  takes  himself,  every  one  would  enjoy  a  good  destiny. 
The  decision  is  made  according  to  (one's)  works,  though  every  one  wish  it  (otherwise). 
(4).  Nanak  (says) :  by  whom  the  work  (of  creation)  is  made,  he  takes  care  of  it. 
The  order  of  the  Lord  is  not  known,  to  some  one  he  gives  greatness. 

Gaurl  hairagani;  mahala  I. 

XIX. 

(1).  (Though)  I  become  a  doe  and  live  in  the  wood  and  eat  esculent  roots  : 

My  bridegroom  is  met  with  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru ;  I  am  devoted,  devoted  (to  thee),  0  Lord ! 


I  am  the  (female)  retail-dealer  of  Earn. 

Thy  name  is  my  goods  and  trade,  0  Lord  ! 

(2).  (Though)  I  become  a  Kokil  and  live  on  a  mango-tree  and  reflect  on  (my)  natural  sound  (or  voice) : 

With  natural  ease  my  bridegroom  is  met  with,  who  in  appearance  and  form  is  boundless. 

(3).  (Though)  I  become  a  fish  and  live  in  the  water :  he,  who  remembers  all  creatures, 

My  bridegroom  dwells  on  this  and  that  side,  I  shall  meet  (with  him)  having  stretched  out  my  arm. 

(4).  (Though)  I  become  a  (female)  snake  and  live  on  the  ground :  (if)  the  word  (of  the  Guru) 
dwell  (in  me),  fear  goes. 

Nanak  (says) :  they  are  always  happy  married  women,  (in)  whom  the  luminous  (Supreme)  (is),  (in) 
light  they  are  absorbed. 

Gaurl  purlt  dlpa&l ;  mahala  I. 

Om  !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

XX. 

(1).  In  what  house  praise  is  uttered  and  the  creator  reflected  upon : 
In  that  house  sing  a  song  of  praise,  remember  the  creator ! 


Sing  thou  a  song  of  praise  of  my  fearless  (Hari). 

I  am  devoted  to  that  song  of  praise,  by  which  happiness  is  always  obtained. 

(2).  Continually  the  living  creatures  are  taken  care  of,  the  giver  will  see  (to  them). 

The  estimation  of  thy  gifts  is  not  found  out,  what  is  the  valuation  of  that  donor  ? 

(3).  The  year  and  day  appointed  for  the  wedding  is  written  (fixed) ;  having  met  apply  oil! 

Give,  0  sweetheart,  a  blessing,  by  which  union  with  the  Lord  may  be  brought  about ! 

(4).  To  every  house  this  message  (is  sent),  the  calls  are  continually  made. 

If  the  caller  be  remembered,  (says)  JSanak,  those  days  come. 

1  The  Sikhs  explain  JH7S3T  or  *W7>3  by  J*(7§3>  boundless,  endless,  which  is  etymologically  inadmissible 
and  gives  no  sense  whatever.    We  derive  *H753  from  the  Sansk.-flvJH,  false,  unrighteous. 
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V 

Caupadds. 
Om  !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 
Gaurl  guar  Sri. 
I.    XXI. 
(1).  The  Guru  being  met  with  union  (with)  Hari  is  brought  about. 
He  himself  unites  to  union  (with  himself). 
My  Lord  himself  knows  all  the  means. 
By  his  order  he  unites  (with  himself)  (those,  whom)  he  recognizes  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Pause. 
By  the  fear  of  the  true  Guru  error  and  dread  go  off. 
Who  is  immersed  in  fear,  he  is  tinged  in  true  colour. 
(2).  By  meeting  with  the  Guru  Hari  dwells  naturally  in  the  heart. 
My  Lord  is  weighty,  his  value  (estimation)  is  not  found  out. 

("Who)  praises  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (him  who)  has  no  end  nor  limit : 
Him  my  Lord  pardons,  he  is  pardoning. 

(3).  By  meeting  with  the  Guru  all  wisdom  and  intelligence  are  obtained. 
In  a  pure  heart  dwells  that  True  one. 

By  the  indwelling  of  the  True  one  every  work  (becomes)  pure. 
The  highest  work  is  to  reflect  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 
(4).  Prom  the  Guru  the  true  service  (of  Hari)  is  obtained. 
Some  disciple  becomes  acquainted  with  the  name. 
The  liberal  Hari  lives,  he  is  giving  (to  him)  : 
(Who)  entertains  love  to  (his)  name,  (says)  Nanak. 

Gaurl  guarerl ;  mahala  III. 

II.     XXII. 

(1).  From  the  Guru  some  pious  person  obtains  divine  knowledge. 
From  the  Guru  he  gets  understanding  and  is  accomplished. 
From  the  Guru  (he  gets)  composure  and  true  reflection. 
From  the  Guru  he  obtains  the  gate  of  final  emancipation. 


By  a  perfect  lot  (destiny)  the  Guru  comes  and  is  met  with. 

By  true  composure  one  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(2).  By  meeting  with  the  Guru  he  quenches  the  fire  of  thirst. 

By  means  of  the  Guru  tranquillity  comes  and  dwells  in  the  mind. 

By  means  of  the  Guru  he  becomes  pure,  clean  and  holy. 

Through  the  Guru  union  (with  Hari)  is  effected  by  means  of  the  word. 

(3).  Without  the  Guru  all  the  (world)  is  led  astray  by  error. 

Without  the  name  it  incurs  much  pain. 

He  who  becomes  a  disciple,  meditates  on  the  name. 

By  the  sight  of  the  True  one  true  honour  is  obtained. 

(4).  Who  shall  be  called  a  donor  ?  he  alone  is  the  donor. 

If  he  bestow  (his)  mercy,  union  (with  him)  is  brought  about  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 
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Having  met  with  the  beloved  the  praises  of  the  True  one  are  sung. 
Nanak  (says) :  the  true  ones  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Gaurl  guarerl  ;  mahala  III. 

III.     XXIII. 

(1).  That  place  is  true  (good),  (in  which)  the  mind  becomes  pure. 
In  the  true  one  that  True  one  fixes  his  dwelling. 
True  (is  his)  word,  it  is  known  through  the  four  ages  (of  the  world). 
The  True  one  himself  is  everything. 


("Whose)  destiny  it  may  be,  (him)  he  unites  with  the  society  of  the  pious. 

He  sings  (then)  the  qualities  of  Hari,  sitting  in  his  own  place. 

(2).  May  this  tongue  be  burnt  on  account  of  its  duality ! 

It  does  not  taste  the  juice  of  Hari,  it  talks  insipid  things. 

"Without  comprehending  (the  truth)  body  and  mind  become  insipid. 

"Without  the  name  (man)  is  afilicted  and,  having  departed,  weeps. 

(3).  By  (what)  tongue  the  juice  of  Hari  is  tasted  with  natural  ease  : 

That  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one  by  the  mercy  of  the  Guru. 

Having  reflected  on  the  word  of  the  Guru  it  is  steeped  in  the  True  one. 

It  drinks  a  pure  stream  of  nectar. 

(4).  "Who  is  absorbed  in  the  name  becomes  a  vessel. 

In  a  reversed  vessel  nothing  sticks. 

By  the  word' of  the  Guru  there  is  in  the  mind  dwelling  in  the  name.1 

Nanak  (says)  :  he  is  a  vessel,  a  vessel,  who  has  a  thirst  after  the  word. 

Gaurl  guarerl ;  mahala  III. 

IV.     XXIV. 

(1).  Some  continue  singing  (the  praises  of  Hari),  (but)  get  no  relish  in  their  heart. 

"What  they  sing  in  egotism,  is  useless. 

They  sing  a  (true)  song,  who  have  love  to  the  name. 

(Who)  reflect  on  the  true  word  (and)  instruction  (of  the  Guru). 


They  continue  singing,  who  are  pleasing  to  the  true  Guru. 

Their  mind  and  body  is  steeped  in  love,  by  the  name  they  become  acceptable. 

(2).  Some  sing,  some  practise  devotion. 

They  do  not  obtain  the  name  without  love. 

Devotion  (becomes)  true  by  love  to  the  word  of  the  Guru, 

(If)  their  own  beloved  is  always  kept  in  the  breast. 

(3).  They  practise  devotion,  (but)  the  fools  cause  (only)  their  own  self  to  be  brought  forth.; 

Dancing  and  dancing  they  jump,  (but)  incur  much  grief. 

By  dancing  and  jumping  devotion  is  not  made. 

"Who  dies  bymeans  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  that  man  obtains  devotion. 

(4).  The  compassionate  to  the  devotees  causes  devotion  to  be  made. 

1  The  sense  is :  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  man  dwells  in  the  name  in  his  mind. 

2  Compare  in  the  following  verse  :  fc^<J  »HTV  Tqfff • 
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By  true  devotion  one  clears  away  from  within  his  own  self. 

My  Lord  is  true,  he  knows  every  procedure. 

Nanak  (says) :  (to  whom)  he  gives  the  name,  he  knows  it. 

Gauri  guareri  ;  mahala  III. 
Y.     XXV. 

(1).  By  killing  the  mind  the  busy  running  about  (of  the  mind)  dies. 

"Without  dying  how  shall  (one)  get  Hari  ? 

Does  any  one  know  a  medicine,  by  which  the  mind  may  die  ? 

(Whose)  mind  dies  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  that  man  has  understanding. 

Pause. 
On  whom  he  bestows  greatness  : 

Into  (his)  mind  Hari  comes  and  dwells  (therein)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 
(2).  (If)  the  disciple  practises  (religious)  works  : 
Then  he  gets  an  insight  into  this  (human)  mind. 
The  mind  is  intoxicated  in  egotism  like  an  elephant. 

The  Guru  is  the  goad;  having  killed  (the  selfish  mind)  he  vivifies  (it  again). 
(3).  The  indomitable  mind  (hardly)  some  one  subjects. 
If  it  remains  steady,  then  it  becomes  pure.1 
By  the  disciple  this  mind  is  adjusted  (brought  into  subjection). 
The  diseases  (of)  egotism  are  removed  from  within. 

(4).  (Who)  is  kept  by  him  from  the  beginning,  (him)  he  unites  to  union  (with  himself). 
He  is  never  separated,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is  absorbed. 
His  own  machinery  he  himself  knows. 
Eanak  (says) :  the  disciple  knows  the  name. 

Gauri  guareri ;  mahala  III. 

VI.     XXVI. 

(1).  In  egotism  the  whole  world  is  mad. 

By  second  love  and  error  it  is  led  astray. 

It  makes  many  reflections,  but  itself  it  does  not  know. 

Carrying  daily  on  business  life  is  passed. 

Pause. 
Enjoy  (in  thy)  heart  Ram,  0  brother ! 

The  tongue  (of)  the  disciple  is  made  juicy  (by)  the  juices  (of)  Hari. 
(2).  By  which  disciple  Bam  is  recognized  in  his  heart : 

He,  serving  the  life  of  the  world,  is  known  in  the  four  periods  (of  the  world). 
(By  whom),  having  destroyed  his  egotism  he  (i.e.  Bam)  is  known : 
(On  him)  the  Lord  bestows  mercy,  who  is  requiting  according  to  one's  works.2 
(3).  Those  people  are  true,  who  are  united  (with  the  Supreme)  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
They  keep  back  their  running  (mind)  and  stop  it. 

1  The  Sikh  Granthis  could  never  tell  me  what  JW^eJ  ^§  means.  But  •ddAI  signifies  here  (as  in 
Sanskrit),  to  remain.  If  the  mind  remains  steady,  fixed  (opposed  to  TJ|«£;{ ,  running  about),  it  is  purified  (by 
being  concentrated  on  the  Supreme). 

2  73T  r«4Ml3l)  requiting  according  to  one's  works,  disposer  of  the  destiny  of  men  according  to  their 
deserts. 
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They  obtain  the  nine  treasures  (of)  the  name  from  the  Guru. 
By  the  mercy  of  Hari  Hari  comes  and  dwells  in  (their)  mind. 
(4).  Saying  "Earn,  Earn,"  there  is  joy"  and  tranquillity  in  the  body. 
(If)  he  (i.e.  Earn)  dwell  within,  the  torment  of  Yama  is  not  inflicted. 
He  himself  is  the  Lord,  he  himself  the  Vazir  (prime  minister). 
Nanak  (says) :  serve  thou  always  Hari,  who  is  profound  in  qualities. 

Gaurl  guarerl ;  mdhala  III. 

VII.    XXVII. 

(1).  How  should  he  be  forgotten,  whose  the  life  and  soul  is  ? 

How  should  he  be  forgotten,  who  is  contained  in  all  ? 

By  serving  whom  there  is  assurance  (of)  honour  at  the  threshold. 

Pause. 
I  sacrifice  myself  to  the  gratuitous  service  of  the  name  of  Hari. 
(If)  thou  art  forgotten,  I  am  burnt,  I  die. 
(2).  By  them  thou  art  forgotten,  who  are  led  astray  by  thyself. 
By  them  thou  art  forgotten,  who  are  (involved)  in  duality. 

The  fleshly-minded,  (who  are)  destitute  of  divine  knowledge,  fall  into  the  womb  (again). 
(3).  With  whom  he  is  invariably  pleased,  them  the  true  Guru  applies  to  (his)  service. 
"With  whom  he  is  invariably  pleased,  in  their  mind  he  causes  Hari  to  dwell. 
By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  they  are  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 
(4).  In  whose  bag  is  religious  merit,1  they  are  reflecting  on  divine  knowledge. 
In  whose  bag  is  religious  merit,  (by  them)  egotism  is  destroyed. 
Nanak  (says) :  I  sacrifice  myself  to  them,  who  are  attached  to  the  name. 

Gaurl  guarerl ;  mdhala  III. 

VIII.     XXVIII. 

(1).  Thou  art  ineffable,  how  canst  thou  be  described? 

In  the  word  of  the  Guru,  (which  is)  subduing  the  mind,  thou  art  contained.2 

Thy  qualities  are  many,  their  estimation  is  not  found  out. 

Pause. 
Whose  the  species  is,3  in  him  it  is  absorbed  (again). 
Thy  ineffable  story  is  explained  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
(2).  Where  the  true  Guru  is,  there  an  assembly  of  pious  men  is  formed. 
Where  the  true  Guru  is,  (there)  naturally  the  qualities  of  Hari  are  praised. 
Where  the  true  Guru  is,  there  egotism  is  burnt  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 
(3).  The  disciple  obtains  by  his  service  (of  Hari)  a  place  in  the  palace  (of  Hari). 
The  disciple  makes  the  name  of  Hari  dwell  in  his  heart. 

1  fiT7>  M?  V5>  ln  wbose  bag  is  religious  merit,  i.e.  those,  who  in  a  former  birth  have  accumulated 
religious  merit,  get  in  a  following  birth  this  reward,  that  they  meditate  on  divine  knowledge,  by  means  of 
which  they  obtain  final  emancipation. 

2  The  words  are  to  be  constructed  thus :  3Tg-  t\H^  VfTS^i  TRS  ^  %  f3*T  TrfvT  *WfvT.  the  word  of 
the  Guru,  which  is  subduing  the  mind,  in  that  (word)  thou  art  contained. 

3  Hlc\l  signifies  here  "  species."  From  which  the  species  (or  genus)  has  taken  its  rise,  into  that  it  is 
re-absorbed. 

29 
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The  disciple  is  by  his  devotion  (to  Hari)  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

(4).  The  donor  himself  {i.e.  Hari)  bestows  gifts  (on  him) : 

"Who  is  imbued  with  love  to  the  perfect  true  Guru. 

Nanak  (says)  :  victory  to  them  who  are  attached  to  the  name ! 

Gaurl  guareri  ;  mahala  III. 

IX.  XXIX. 

(1).  From  the  One  are  all  forms  and  colours. 

Wind,  water,  fire,  all  (elements)  are  bound  up  (in  him).1 

The  Lord  sees  all  the  colours  (= forms)  severally. 

Pause. 

The  One  is  wonderful,  that  One  (only). 

Some  rare  disciple  meditates  (on  him). 

(2).  Naturally  the  Lord  goes  about  in  all  places. 

Somewhere  he  is  concealed,  (somewhere)  manifest,  by  the  Lord  harmony  (between  himself  and  the 
creature)  is  made. 

He  himself  awakes  the  sleeping  ones. 

(3).  His  estimation  is  not  made  by  any  one. 

Every  one  goes  on  telling  (his)  story. 

Who  is  absorbed  in  the  word  of  the  Guru,  he  comprehends  Hari. 

(4).  Having  heard  and  heard  he  (i.e.  Hari)  sees  (everything),  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  he 
unites  (with  himself). 

Great  grandeur  is  attained  by  the  service  of  the  Guru. 

Nanak  (Bays)  :  those  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  are  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

Gaurl  guareri  ;  mahala  III. 

X.  XXX. 

(1).  The  fleshly  mind  is  asleep  by  the  delusion  of  the  Maya,  (and  its)  love  (to  her). 
The  disciple  is  awake,  reflecting  on  the  qualities  (of  Hari)  (and)  divine  knowledge. 
Those  people  wake,  who  have  love  to  the  name.2 


Easily  one  wakes  and  does  not  sleep  : 

If  one  gets  knowledge  (of  the  truth)  from  the  perfect  Guru. 

(2).  The  bad  and  inexpert  one  never  comprehends  (the  truth). 

He  relates  a  story  (of  some  god)  and  struggles  with  the  Maya. 

The  blind  and  bare  of  divine  knowledge  is  never  accomplished  (emancipated). 

(3).  In  this  (Kali)-yug  emancipation  (is  obtained)  by  the  name  of  Earn. 

Some  rare  one  obtains  it  by  reflection  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

He  himself  is  saved  and  he  is  rescuing  (also)  all  his  families. 

(4).  In  this  Kali-yug  are  no  (good)  works  nor  religion. 

The  birth  of  the  Kali-yug  takes  place  in  the  house  of  a  Candal. 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  name  no  final  emancipation  is  obtained. 

*10Wd|,  an  arbitrary  formation  from  the  Sansk.  ^W%- 
2  fVtrrfcT.  instead  of  fl{?HT?,  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 
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Gaurl  guarerl  ;  mahala  III. 
XI.     XXXI. 
(1).  True  is  (his)  order,  true  is  the  Sing. 
(Who)  with  a  true  mind  are  attached  to  the  fearless  Hari : 
They  are  absorbed  in  the  true  palace  (and)  in  the  true  name. 


Hear,  0  my  mind,  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  and  reflect  (on  it) ! 

Mutter  Earn  and  thou  wilt  cross  the  water  of  existence  ! 

(2).  In  error  it  comes,  in  error  it  goes. 

This  world  is  born  in  second  love  (duality). 

The  fleshly-minded  one  does  not  reflect,  he  comes  and  goes. 

(3).  Is  (man)  gone  himself  astray  or  is  he  led  astray  by  the  Lord  himself? 

This  creature  (man)  is  put  into  a  stranger's  service. 

Great  pains  are  earned  (by  him),  uselessly  is  his  lifetime  wasted. 

(4).  The  true  Guru,  bestowing  his  mercy,  unites  (with  Hari). 

"Who  reflects  on  the  One  name,  from  his  heart  he  removes  error. 

Nanak  (says)  :  who  mutters  the  name,  he  obtains  the  nine  treasures  of  the  name. 

Gaurl  guarerl ;  mahala  III. 

XII.     XXXII. 

(1).  Go  and  ask  those  disciples,  by  whom  (the  name)  is  meditated  upon. 

By  the  service  of  the  Guru  the  mind  becomes  confiding. 

They  are  blessed,  who  acquire  the  name  of  Hari. 

Prom  the  perfect  Guru  they  obtain  brightness  of  intellect. 


0  my  brother,  mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari ! 

The  worship  of  the  disciple,  the  service  of  Hari  is  accepted. 

(2).  ("Who)  knows  his  own  self,  (his)  mind  becomes  pure. 

He  obtains  emancipation  whilst  living,1  (from)  Hari. 

He  sings  the  qualities  of  Hari,  his  wisdom  becomes  very  great. 

Easily  he  enters  tranquillity. 

(3).  In  second  love  (duality)  he  cannot  be  served. 

(Who)  is  immersed  in  egotism,  eats  a  very  poisonous  thing. 

By  son,  family,  house,  the  Maya,  he  is  fascinated. 

The  fleshly-minded  one  is  blind,  he  comes  and  goes. 

(4).  (If)  that  man  (=the  Guru)  gives  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari : 

Daily  devotion  is  made  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  some  rare  one  comprehends  (the  truth). 

Nanak  (says) :  that  one  is  absorbed  in  the  name. 

Gaurl  guarerl ;  mahala  III. 
XIII.     XXXIII. 
(1).  (By  whom)  the  service  (of)  the  Guru  is  performed  continually  (the  four  ages) : 
(He  is)  a  perfect  man,  if  he  practise  (religious)  works. 

1  7fV5A'*W  fa  (^fa^fW)'  a  state  °f  emancipation  during  life.  The  soul  is  not  yet  actually  separated 
from  the  body,  but  is  so  virtually,  the  influence  of  the  exterior  objects  on  the  soul  being  destroyed  by  divine 
knowledge  and  contemplation  on  the  One  Supreme.    This  state  is  also  called  H\[$ ,  or  tranquillity. 
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Inexhaustible  is  the  wealth  (of)  the  name  (of)  Hari,  there  is  no  deficiency  (in  it). 

Here  (in  this  world)  there  is  always  happiness,  and  at  the  gate  (of  Hari)  lustre  is  obtained. 

Pause. 
0  my  mind,  no  doubt  should  be  entertained ! 

By  the  disciple  nectar-juice  is  drunk  (by  means  of  his)  service  (of  the  Guru). 
(2).  "Who  serve  the  true  Guru,  they  are  great  men  in  the  world. 
They  themselves  are  saved  (and)  all  their  families  are  emancipated. 
"Who  keep  the  name  of  Hari  in  (their)  breast : 
They,  being  attached  to  the  name,  cross  the  water  of  existence. 
(3).  (Who)  serve  the  true  Guru  (and  are)  always  (his)  slaves  in  (their)  mind  : 
After  having  destroyed  egotism  the  lotus  (of  their)  heart  is  expanded. 
The  unbeaten  (sound)  sounds  (in  them),  they  dwell  in  their  own  house. 
Being  attached  to  the  name  they  are  lonely  in  (their  own)  house. 
(4).  Who  serve  the  true  Guru,  their  speech  is  true. 
Continually  in  devotion  they  utter  the  praises  (of  Hari). 
Daily  they  mutter  Hari,  the  bow-holder. 

Nanak  (says) :  those,  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  are  quite  his  (Hari's)  own  and  without  worldly 
concerns. 

Gaurl  guareri ;  mahala  III. 

XIV.     XXXIV. 

(1).  The  true  Guru  is  met  with  in  accordance  with  a  great  destiny.1 
In  (whose)  heart  is  the  name,  he  enjoys  continually  the  relish  of  Hari. 


0  disciple,  meditate  on  the  name  ! 

Having  overcome  regeneration  thou  obtainest  the  gain  of  the  name. 

(2).  Divine  knowledge,  meditation,  the  word  of  the  Guru  are  sweet. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  some  rare  one  tastes  and  sees  them. 

(3).  (Though)  one  practise  much  the  prescribed  works  :2 

Without  the  name  they  are  but  woe,  woe  (and)  egotism. 

(4).  (Who)  is  bound  by  the  fetter  and  the  noose  of  the  Maya  : 

He  is  released,  (says)  Xanak,  by  the  Guru's  explication  (of  truth). 


Gaurl  lairagani ;  mahala  III. 
XV.     XXXV. 
(1).  As3  the  cloud  is  raining  on  the  earth,  if*  there  be  water  on  the  ground  or  not. 
As  water  comes  forth  on  the  ground  (and)  without  affection5  (for  a  particular  place)  the  rain  turns  about : 

1  The  sense  is  :  the  true  Guru  is  met  with,  if  one's  lot  or  destiny  be  great,  on  account  of  his  meritorious 
works  in  a  former  birth. 

2  sra^TCTlJ.  the  section  of  the  Vedas  treating  of  rites  or  works  ;  then  the  prescribed  works  generally. 

3  %?ft  as  ;  we  should  expect  here  also  %%  (adv.),  as  ^ft  has  the  appearance  of  being  in  an  adjectival 
connexion  with  TJ(J3T>  which  is  not  the  case. 

4  fSmfT,  interrogative  particle  (properly  fsPKT— f?*HT.  whether— or) ;  before  Tnift  the  particle  f^PHT 
should  be  repeated. 

5  fsTS  V^n ;  the  Sikh  Granthis  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  this  word,  as  \f3\  cannot  signify  here 
"foot."  But  \tjt  or  \&\J  is  a  substantive  derived  from  the  verb  VTST.  "to  be  attached  to,"  thence  "attach- 
ment," "  affection  to."  f%HTTf\  =  f%g:ftr,  lengthened  on  account  of  the  rhyme.  But  the  whole  construction 
of  these  two  lines  is  barbarous. 
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0  fatter,  remove  thou  in  this  manner  (thy)  error ! 

"Whatever  one  is  doing,  that  he  is,  0  &«ar,  in  such  a  one  he  is  absorbed. 
(2).  Having  become  female  and  male  what  works  are  they  doing  ? 
Thou  art  always  of  various  forms,  thy  (people)  are  absorbed  in  thee. 

(3).  Erring  (from  truth)  he  falls  into  so  many  births,  when  he  {i.e.  Hari)  is  obtained,  then  he  does 
no  longer  err. 

Whom  the  affair  concerns,  he  knows  it,  if  he  be  absorbed  in  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(4).  Even  thou  proclaimest  thy  word,1  thou  thyself  causest  error  to  be  told  (taught). 

Nanak  (says) :  (if)  reality  is  united  with  reality,  then  he  does  not  come  again  into  regeneration.3 

Gauri  bairagani  ;  mahala  III. 

XVI.    XXXVI. 

(1).  The  whole  world  is  in  the  power  of  death,  being  bound  by  duality. 
The  fleshly-minded  one,  practising  works  of  egotism,  incurs  pain. 

Pause. 

0  my  mind,  apply  thy  thoughts  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru ! 

The  disciples,  taking  the  treasure  of  the  name,  are  emancipated  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

(2).  "Wandering  about  in  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence)  on  account  of  the  obstinacy  of 
(their)  mind,  they  come  and  go. 

The  word  of  the  Guru  is  not  known  (by  them),  (therefore)  they  fall  again  and  again  into  the  womb. 

(3).  By  the  disciple  his  own  self  is  known,  the  name  of  Hari  (therefore)  comes  and  dwells  in  (his) 
mind. 

Day  by  day  he  is  given  to  devotion,  he  is  easily  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

(4).  (If)  the  mind  die  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  then  a  clear  apprehension  (of  truth) 
takes  place,  the  passions  of  egotism  are  dropped. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  (by  whom)  they  are  obtained  by  destiny  (according  to  their  former  works), 
(to  them)  are  distributed  the  store-rooms  (of)  the  name  (of)  Hari.3 

Gauri  bairagani  ;  mahala  III. 

XVII.     XXXVII. 

(1).  In  one's  father's  house  there  are  four  days  (to  be  spent),  by  Hari,  Hari  they  are  fixed. 
(That)  female  disciple  is  lustrous,  (by  whom)  the  praises  (of  Hari)  are  sung. 

("Who)  remembers  the  excellences  (of  Hari)  in  her  father's  house,  she  gets  a  dwelling  in  her  father- 
in-law's  house. 

That  female  disciple  is  easily  absorbed  (in  Hari),  to  whose  mind  Hari,  Hari  has  been  pleasing. 

Pause. 
The  beloved4  dwells  in  the  father-in-law's  and  in  the  father's  house;  say,  in  what  manner  may  he  be 
obtained  ? 

1  What  is  TjfvT  ?  It  cannot  be  here,  according  to  the  context,  "  thou  art,"  but  it  is  very  likely  the  Sansk. 
fi  (Sltrt).  to  cal'>  to  proclaim,  corresponding  to  5TrTfvTi  thou  causest  to  be  told. 

3  The  construction  of  this  line  is  utterly  confused  and  a  regular  puzzle  (for  which  it  is  intended),  but  we 
do  not  doubt,  that  the  words  must  be  placed  in  the  order  we  have  translated  them. 
*  The  flni.  or  beloved,  is  here  the  Supreme  Being. 
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The  pure  (Supreme  Being)  himself  is  inapprehensible,  by  himself  union  is  brought  about. 

(2).  (If)  the  Lord  himself  give  understanding,  the  name  of  Hari  is  meditated  upon. 

The  very  fortunate  one '  meets  with  the  true  Guru,  from  (his)  mouth  nectar  is  obtained. 

Egotism  and  duality  are  destroyed,  naturally  and  easily  he  is  absorbed. 

In  all  he  himself,  he  himself  is  existing,  he  himself  applies  (men)  to  the  name. 

(3).  By  the  fleshly-minded  he  is  not  obtained  on  account  of  their  pride,  by  their  ignorance  (of  divine 
matters)  they  are  foolish. 

They  do  not  perform  the  service  of  the  true  Guru,  again  and  again  they  rue  it. 

They  must  dwell  in  the  belly  and  womb,  in  the  belly  they  are  melted. 

Thus  it  pleases  my  creator,  the  fleshly-minded  are  led  astray  (by  him). 

(4).  By  my  Lord  Hari  the  full  destiny  (of  every  man)  is  from  the  beginning  written  on  the 
forehead. 

(Who)  meditates  on  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  (with  him)  the  Guru,  the  hero,  meets. 

My  father  and  mother  are  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  my  relative  and  brother. 

0  Hari,  Hari,  0  Lord,  pardon  and  unite  (with  thyself)  humble,  poor  Nanak ! 

Gauri  hairdgani;  mahala  III. 
XVIII.     XXXVIII. 

(1).  From  the  true  Guru  divine  knowledge  is  obtained,  the  truth  (reality)  of  Hari  is  reflected 
upon. 

The  dull  intellect  becomes  unfolded  by  muttering  the  name  of  Murari. 

By  the  spirit  the  illusion  is  dispelled,2  darkness  ceases. 

On  whose  forehead  it  is  written  from  the  very  beginning,  to  them  the  name  of  Hari  is  dear. 

Pause. 

In  what  manner  is  Hari  obtained,  0  ye  saints,  seeing  whom  I  live  ? 

Without  Hari  I  do  not  live  a  second,  0  Guru,  join  (him  to  me),  (that)  I  may  drink  the  juice 
of  Hari ! 

(2).  I  sing  the  praises  of  Hari,  I  continually  hear  Hari,  Hari  is  made  (my)  refuge. 

The  juice  of  Hari  is  obtained  from  the  Guru,  my  mind  and  body  are  absorbed  (in  him). 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  Guru,  the  true  divine  male,  by  whom  devotion  to  Hari  is  communicated. 

From  which  Guru  Hari  is  obtained,  that  Guru  I  buy  (for  myself).3 

(3).  Hari,  the  King,  is  the  giver  of  virtues,  we  are  vicious. 

The  sinful,  sinking  stones  Hari  brings  across  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

Thou  art  the  giver  of  virtues  and  pure,  we  are  without  virtues. 

0  Hari,  I  have  fled  to  (thy)  asylum,  preserve  (me)  the  foolish  one,  save  the  bewildered  one ! 

(4).  By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  ease  and  joy  are  always  (obtained  by  him),  (by  whom) 
Hari,  Hari  is  meditated  upon  in  (his)  mind. 

(By  whom)  the  Lord  Hari,  the  beloved,  is  obtained,  he  sings  in  (his)  house  a  song  of  praise. 

Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  Hari,  0  Lord,  (this  is  my)  prayer,  by  Hari,  Hari  (I  am)  quickened ! 

Humble  Nanak  asks  the  dust  of  those,  by  whom  the  true  Guru  is  obtained. 

1  i.e.  He,  whose  lot  or  destiny  is  great,  by  the  performance  of  meritorious  works  in  a  former  birth. 

2  f?T^  is  here  not  the  god  Shiva,  but  the  Spirit,  as  distinguished  from  sjfa,  the  individual  life.  JRfe 
is  taken  in  the  sense  of  Maya,  the  illusion  spread  over  the  creatures  by  the  three  qualities. 

3  sftTft,  I  buy,  from  sfJAcM.  to  buy,  to  gain  over  (Sansk.  sfff). 
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GAUEI  £"OAEEBI ;   MAHALA  IV. 

v 

Caupadas. 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     XXXIX. 


(1).  By  the  Pandit  the  Shastras  and  the  Smriti  are  read. 
The  Jogi  says  :  G5rakh,  Gorakh  ! ' 
I  the  foolish  one  mutter :  Hari,  Hari ! 


I  do  not  know  what  our  state  is,  0  Earn ! 

"Worship  Hari,  0  my  mind,  and1  thou  art  bringing  the  boat  safely  across  the  water  of  existence. 

(2).  The  SanyasI  besmears  his  body  with  cow-dung  ashes. 

The  Brahmacari  lets  go  another's  wife. 

I  foolish  one,  0  Hari,  desire  thee. 

(3).  The  Khatrl  does  works  and  obtains  the  fame  of  a  hero. 

The  Sudra  and  Vaisya  follow  (their  own)  disposition. 

Me,  the  foolish  one,  the  name  of  Hari  rescues. 

(4).  All  is  thy  creation,  thou  thyself  art  contained  in  it. 

To  the  disciple,  (says)  Nanak,  thou  givest  greatness. 

By  me,  the  blind  one,  Hari  is  made  my  refuge. 

Gaurl  ffudreri ;  mahala  IV. 

II.     XL. 

(1).  A  story  without  attributes  is  the  story  of  Hari.2 

"Worship  (him)  having  joined  the  assembly  of  the  pious  people  ! 

Cross3  the  water  of  existence  having  heard  the  ineffable  story  about  Hari ! 

Pause. 

0  Govind,  join  (me)  with  the  assembly  of  the  pious  ! 

(That)  (my)  tongue  may  sing  the  juice  of  Hari,  the  qualities  of  Earn. 

(2).  "Who  meditate  on  (thy)  name,  0  Hari,  Hari ! 

Make  me,  0  Earn,  the  slave  of  those  (thy)  slaves ! 

The  service  of  thy  people  is  the  highest  work. 

(3).  The  man  who  lets  (me)  hear  the  story  about  Hari,  Hari : 

That  man  is  pleasing  to  my  heart  and  mind. 

He  whose  lot  is  great,  obtains  the  dust  (of)  the  feet  (of  such  a)  man. 

(4).  Friendship  and  intimacy  with  the  saints 

Is  obtained  (by  them),  to  whom  it  has  been  decreed  from  the  beginning. 

These  men,  (says)  Nanak,  are  absorbed  in  the  name. 

1  W3^f  ('itT^)'  tne  name  °f  tne  famous  Hindu  reformer. 

2  fAdJIcN  5"E}T  >  a  story  without  attributes,  i.e.  the  attributes  or  qualities  of  Hari,  cannot  be  described. 

3  375  >  cross  (Imper.)  =  and  thou  wilt  cross. 
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Gauri  guarerl ;  mahald.IV. 

III.  XLI. 

(1).  The  mother  is  delighted,  (if)  her  son  eats. 

The  fish  is  delighted  by  bathing  in  the  water. 

The  true  Guru  is  delighted,1  (if)  he  receives  a  disciple  into  his  favour.2 

Pause. 

0  Hari,  join  to  me  those  dear  people  of  Hari, 

By  meeting  with  whom3  my  pains  depart. 

(2).  As  a  cow  shows  affection  having  met  with  her  calf. 

As  a  woman  is  delighted,  when  her  beloved  (husband)  comes  home : 

(So)  the  people  of  Hari  are  delighted,  when  they  sing  the  praise  of  Hari. 

(3).  The  peacock  lives  in  delight,  (if)  (there  be)  a  stream  of  water. 

The  king  (lives)  in  delight,  having  seen  a  profusion  of  wealth. 

The  people  of  Hari  (live)  in  delight,  (when)  they  mutter  the  Formless  one. 

(4).  Man  is  greatly  delighted,4  (if)  he  acquires  wealth  and  property. 

The  disciple  is  delighted,  (if)  he  be  pressed  to  the  neck  of  the  Guru.6 

Humble  Nanak  is  delighted,  (if)  he  may  lick  the  feet  of  the  pious. 

Gauri  guarerl ;  mahala  IV. 

IV.  XLII. 

(1).  The  beggar  is  delighted,  (if)  a  Lord  gives  (him)  alms. 

The  hungry  one  becomes  delighted,  (if)  he  may  eat  food. 

The  disciple  is  delighted  by  meeting  with  the  Guru,  (thereby)  he  is  satiated. 


0  Hari,  give  (me)  an  interview,  0  Hari,  I  long  after  thee ! 
Bestow  mercy  (on  me)  and  fulfil  my  desire ! 

(2).  The  Cakvl  is  delighted,  (when)  the  sun  shines  into  her  face. 

She  meets  (then)  with  her  beloved  and  renounces  all  pains. 

The  disciple  is  delighted,  (when)  he  becomes  a  favourite  with  the  Guru. 

(3).  The  child  is  delighted  (when)  it  drinks  milk  with  its  mouth. 

It  is  happy  in  its  heart,  (when)  it  sees  the  mother. 

The  disciple  is  delighted,  (when)  the  Guru  receives  (him)  into  favour. 

(4).  All  other  delight  is  an  unsolid  delusion  of  the  Maya. 

It  passes  away  and  is  a  false  glass  and  plating. 

Humble  Isanak  (says)  :  delight  and  satiety  is  (only)  the  true  Guru. 

1  After  *Tf3  Jra  1{tf3  supply:  S^\- 

ffa  "MlGcM,  to  apply  to  the  mouth,  i.e.  to  receive  (an  inferior)  into  favour,  to  become  familiar  with. 

"  frTTS  f*rf?5JlfT  =  frT7J  ^  f*Tfe»H"r ;  in  the  older  language  it  would  be  f^T?5  t^fe^l".  by  meeting 
with  whom. 

7>3  1£IcST  1{Tf3  =  ^3'  ^Tfe  1£tf3>  the  final  i  in  1£Tcft  being  here  lengthened  in  order  to  get  a 
long  metrical  syllable ;  7JH  "VJ^t  \jftf3  signifies  therefore  literally :  (to)  a  man  it  is  life's  delight. 
3R5T*  =  <*!»,  IfTZ  is  a  meaningless  alliteration  to  rhyme  with  tfT^. 
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Gauri  guarerl ;  mahala  IV. 

Y.    XLIII. 

(1).  The  service  of  the  true  Guru  is  rendered  fruitful : 

By  meeting  with  whom  the  name  of  Hari,  of  Hari  the  Lord,  is  meditated  upon. 

By  whom  Hari  is  muttered,  after  them  many  people  are  emancipated. 

Pause. 
0  disciple,  0  my  brother,  say :  Hari ! 
Saying :  Hari !  all  sins  go  off. 

(2).  "When  the  Guru  is  met  with,  then  the  mind  is  brought  into  subjection. 
The  five  running  (senses)  are  stopped,  Hari  is  meditated  upon. 
Day  by  day  the  qualities  of  Hari  are  sung  in  the  city  (=body). 
(3).  Who  put  the  dust  of  the  feet  of  the  Guru  on  their  mouth  : 
They  abandon  falsehoods  and  meditate  devoutly  on  Hari. 
They  are  bright-faced  at  the  threshold  of  Hari,  0  brother ! 
(4).  The  service  of  the  Guru  is  pleasing  to  Hari  himself. 
Krishna  and  Balabhadra1  meditate  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 
Kanak  (says)  :  the  disciple  Hari  himself  brings  across. 

Gauri  guarerl ;  mahala  IV. 

VI.    XLIV. 

(1).  Hari  himself  is  the  Jogi  and  carries  a  staff  (like  a  Jogi). 

Hari  himself,  the  Banvari,2  is  contained  (in  all). 

Hari  himself  practises  austerities  and  is  given  to  deep  contemplation. 


My  Bam,  who  is  of  this  kind,  is  all-filling. 

Hari  dwells  near  and  is  not  far  off. 

(2).  Hari  himself  is  the  word,  the  attention  and  contemplation  is  he  himself. 

Hari  himself  sees,  he  himself  is  expanded. 

Hari  himself  causes  (his  name)  to  be  muttered,  Hari  himself  mutters  it. 

(3).  Hari  himself  is  the  cloud  (and)  the  stream  of  nectar  (  =  water). 

Hari  is  the  nectar,  he  himself  is  (also)  the  drinker  (of  it). 

Hari  himself  is  bringing  about  final  emancipation. 

(4).  Hari  himself  is  the  boat,  the  buoy  and  raft.3 

Hari  himself  is,  by  (means  of)  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  salvation. 

Hari  himself,  (says)  Nanak,  is  carrying  across.4 

Gauri  lairagani;  mahala  IV. 

VII.    XLV. 

(1).  Thou  art  our  wholesale  merchant  and  our  Lord,  what  sort  of  goods  thou  givest  us,  that  we  take. 
We  deal  in  the  name  of  Hari  with  pleasure,  if  thou  thyself,  having  become  merciful,  givest  it  (to  us). 

i  fcjM^J.,  name  of  the  elder  brother  of  Krishna. 

a  fclA^lJ\=  ^«WI^ft>  an  epithet  of  Krishna,  wearing  a  garland  of  wild  flowers. 

s  31<JT»  *■»•  (=Sansk.  7TTT«li»  m-)  boat>  raft- 

4  VTcT  "Ml^cCM. t0  bring  or  ferry  across ;  Vl'^^T  is  here  the  causal  of  V)c£cM  (to  fall)- 

30 
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Pause. 

We  are  the  retail-dealers  of  Earn. 

Hari  makes  (us)  carry  on  traffic,  giving  us  a  stock  of  goods,  0  dear ! 

(2).  He  obtains  the  gain  of  the  worship  of  Hari  and  his  wealth,  who  is  pleasing  to  the  mind  of 
Hari,  the  true  wholesale  merchant. 

(By  whom),  muttering  Hari,  the  goods  of  Hari  are  laden,  him  Yama,  the  tax-gatherer,  does  not ' 
approach. 

(3).  The  tradesmen,  who  carry  on  another  traffic,  are  absorbed  in  pain,  being  tossed  about  by  other 
(things). 

As  the  traffic  is,  to  which  they  are  applied  by  Hari,  such  is  the  fruit  they  obtain. 

(4).  That  man  carries  on  the  traffic  of  Hari,  Hari,  to  whom  the  Lord  gives  it,  having  become 
merciful  (towards  him). 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  (by  whom)  Hari,  the  wholesale  merchant,  is  served,  (from  him)  he  never 
takes  again  an  account. 

Gaurl  bairagani ;  mahala  IV. 

VIII.  XLVI. 

(1).  As  the  mother  is  nourishing  the  embryo,  in  the  hope  of  getting  a  son, 

(Saying) :    "  having  become  great  and  having  acquired  wealth  he  will  give  (me),  having  gone 
through  his  enjoyment  and  pastime  :" 

So  the  people  of  Hari  keep  love  to  Hari,  (thinking) :  he  himself  will  give  us  his  hands. 

Pause. 

0  my  Earn,  0  Hari,  my  Lord,  keep  me  the  foolish  one  ! 

The  greatness  of  thy  servant  is  greatness  to  thee  ! 

(2).  In  (his)  palace  and  house  is  joy,  to  (whose)  mind  the  praise  of  Hari  is  pleasing. 

All  juices  become  sweet  to  the  mouth,  when  one  sings  the  qualities  of  Hari. 

The  people  of  Hari  are  the  support  of  their  dependents,  twenty-one  families,  (yea)  the  whole  world 
they  save. 

(3).  "Whatever  is  done,  that  is  done  by  Hari,  it  is  the  greatness  of  Hari. 

0  Hari,  thine  are  the  creatures,  thou  art  existing  (in  them),  thou  art  causing  (them)  to  perform 
worship,  0  Hari  ! 

Thou  lettest  them  obtain  the  treasury  of  devotion,  thou  thyself  art  distributing  it. 

(4).  A  slave  bought  in  a  shop  what  cleverness  has  he  (in  the  transaction), 

If  Hari  put  him  into  a  sovereignty  ?  a  slave  (and)  grass-cutter  he  makes  utter  the  name  of  Hari. 

Humble  Nanak  is  the  slave  of  Hari,  (this  is)  the  greatness  of  Hari. 

Gaurl  guurerl ;  mahala  IV. 

IX.  XLVII. 

(1).  The  husbandman  undertakes  farming,  he  takes  to  it1  brightening  up  his  spirits.2 
He  yokes  on  the  plough  and  exerts  himself,  (thinking) :  my  son  and  daughter  will  eat  (from  the 
fruits  of  my  labour). 

In  this  way  the  people  of  Hari  mutter  :  Hari,  Hari !  (thinking) :  Hari  will  at  the  end  release  (us). 


0  my  Earn,  may  my,  the  foolish  one's  salvation  be  effected ! 

Apply  (me)  to  the  service  of  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  (this  is)  my  desire  ! 

1  M^CM,  v.a.  (Sansk.  ^,  caus.  ^fa*T)  to  like,  to  take  to  (a  thing). 
Z  ^ft©  WlGttT,  to  take  courage,  to  brighten  up  one's  spirits. 
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(2).  The  merchant,  having  taken  horses,  goes  about  for  the  sake  of  traffic. 

He  acquires  wealth  and  entertains  the  desire  to  increase  (still  more)  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya.1 
In  this  way  the  people  of  Hari  are  saykg :  Hari,  Hari !  saving  :  Hari !  they  obtain  comfort. 
(3).  Poison  collects  the  shopkeeper,  (poison)  he  earns  sitting  in  (his)  shop. 

Spiritual  darkness  and  falsehood  (is  in  him),  (he  has)  an  outlay  of  falsehood,  to  falsehood  he  clings. 
In  this  way  the  people  of  Hari  collect  the  wealth  of  Hari,  having  taken  Hari  as  their  provisions 
they  go. 

(4).  This  infatuation  of  the  Maya  is  the  family,  in  second  love  (there  is)  a  noose  (for  man). 

By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  that  man  crosses,  who  is  the  slave  of  the  slaves  (of  Hari). 

By  humble  Eanak  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  the  disciple  is  made  manifest.2 

Gauri  lairugani ;  mahala  IV. 

X.  XLVIII. 

(1).  Continually,  day  and  night  he  is  given  to  covetousness,  by  error  he  is  led  astray. 
In  forced  labour  the  forced  labourer  turns  about,  he  has  put  a  burden  upon  his  head. 
"Who  performs  service  to"  the  Guru,  him  Hari  applies  to  his  house-work. 

Pause. 

0  my  Bam,  break  the  fetters  of  the  Maya,  and  apply  me  to  (thy)  house-work  ! 

¥e  will  continually  sing  the  qualities  of  Hari,  being  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

(2).  All  men  serve  a  king  and  prince  on  account  of  the  illusive  world  (money). 

He  either  imprisons  or  fines  (them),  or  the  king  dies. 

Blessed,  blessed  and  fruitful  is  the  service  of  the  true  Guru,  by  means  of  which,  having  muttered 
the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  the  comfort  of  Hari  is  obtained. 

(3).  Continually  traffic  is  carried  on  in  divers  ways  on  account  of  the  Maya. 

If  it  {i.e.  the  traffic)  produces  gain,  then  he  is  happy,  if  there  be  loss,  then  he  dies. 

"Who  makes  partnership  with  the  Guru  in  praising  (Hari),  he  gets  continually  comfort. 

(4).  As  much  as  there  is  hunger  (after)  other  relish  and  pleasure,  so  much  hunger  will  again  befall 
(one). 

On  whom  Hari  himself  bestows  mercy,  he  sells  his  head  before  (  =  to)  the  Guru. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  (who)  is  satiated  by  the  juice  of  Hari,  (him)  no  hunger  again  befalls. 

Gcmri  hairagani;  mahala  IV. 

XI.  XLIX. 

(1).  In  my  heart  and  mind  (there  is)  continually  a  desire  after  Hari,  how  shall  I  see,  0  Hari,  thy 
sight  ? 

Who  entertains  affection  (for  thee),  he  knows  (thee),  in  my  heart  and  mind  there  is  much  love  (to 
thee),  0  Hari ! 

1  am  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  Guru,  by  whom  my  creator,  who  was  separated  from  me,  has  been  united 
(with  me). 


0  my  Bam,  we  sinners  have  fallen  on  (thy)  asylum,  on  (thy)  gate,  0  Hari ! 

Believing,3  that  at  some  time,  bestowing  thy  own  mercy  (on  us),  thou  wilt  unite  us  the  destitute  of 
virtue  (with  thyself). 

1  The  sense  is :  he  desires  to  increase  still  more  his  wealth  and  in  consequence  his  spiritual  blindness. 

8  Or :  (to)  the  disciple  (the  name)  is  manifest. 

3  *I3»  believing  that,  may  be  that  (=U?TraT  *T3f  tl)- 
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(2).  Our  vices  are  many,  many,  they  are  many  heaps  upon  heaps,  0  Hari,  they  cannot  be  counted. 

Thou,  0  Hari,  art  virtuous,  thou,  0  Hari,  art  merciful,  thou  thyself,  0  Hari,  pardonest,  (as)  it 
pleases  (thee),  0  Hari ! 

We  sinners  are  protected  by  the  society  of  the  Guru,  (by  him)  instruction  is  given  (to  us),  the  name 
of  Hari  releases  (us). 

(3).  How  shall  I  tell  thy  qualities,  0  my  true  Guru  ?  when  we  speak  of  the  Guru,  then  astonish- 
ment overtakes  (us). 

A  sinner  like  me  no  other  protects  as  we  are  rescued  and  protected  by  the  true  Guru. 

Thou,  0  Guru,  art  (my)  father,  thou,  0  Guru,  art  (my)  mother,  thou,  0  Guru,  art  my  relative,  my 
companion ! 

(4).  What  is  our  fate,  0  my  true  Guru,  that  fate  thou  thyself  knowest,  0  Hari  ! 

"We  are  wandering  and  strolling  about,  no  one  is  asking  a  word  about  us,  by  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru, 
we  poor  ones  are  received  into  his  society. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  Guru  of  humble  Nanak,  by  meeting  with  whom  all  cares  and  pains  have  ceased ! 

Oaurl  bairagani ;  mahala  IV. 

XII.     L. 

(1).  Gold,  women,  female  buffaloes  (my)  soul  is  coveting,  sweet  is  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya. 

To  house,  palace,  horse,  insipid  pleasure  (my)  mind  is  attached. 

Hari,  the  Lord,  does  not  come  into  (my)  mind,  how  shall  I  be  emancipated,  0  my  King  Hari  ? 

Pause. 
0  my  Ram,  0  my  Hari,  these  are  low  works  (of  mine) ! 

Thou  art  virtuous,  0  Hari,  thou  art  merciful,  out  of  mercy  pardon  all  my  vices ! 
(2).  I  have  no  beauty,  nor  high  birth,  nor  any  good  conduct. 
"What  dare  we  say,  who  are  without  virtues,  thy  name  is  not  muttered  (by  us). 
"We  sinners  are  saved  in  the  society  of  the  Guru,  it  is  the  meritorious  deed  of  the  true  Guru. 
(3).  All,  soul,  body,  mouth,  nose  is  given  (by  him)  and  water  for  sustenance. 
The  eating  of  grain,  the  putting  on  of  clothes  is  given  (by  him)  and  other  relishes  and  enjoyments.1 
He,  by  whom  they  are  given,  does  not  come  into  (my)  mind,  I  consider  myself  as  a  beast. 
(4).  All  is  thy  work,  thou  art  the  inward  governor. 
"What  shall  we  helpless  creatures  do,  all  is  thy  sport,  0  Lord  ! 
Humble  Nanak  is  a  shop-bought  (slave),  0  Hari,  (I  am)  the  slave  (of  thy)  slaves!2 

Gauri  lairagani;  mahala  IV. 
XIII.     LI. 

(1).  As  a  mother,  having  given  birth  to  a  son,  nourishes  him  and  keeps  (him)  within  her  sight, 

And  inside  and  outside  (of  the  house)  puts  a  morsel  into  (his)  mouth,  thumping  him  every  moment 
(out  of  love) : 

So  the  true  Guru  keeps  the  disciple  out  of  affection  and  love  to  Hari. 

Pause. 

0  my  Earn,  we  are  ignorant  children  of  Hari,  the  Lord. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  Guru,  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru  and  master,  by  whom  we  are  instructed  con- 
cerning Hari  and  made  wise. 

3<*IICVI  =  3<*l>  anl  is  only  a  meaningless  alliteration. 
2  <>i«>«T  <JJWI*|t  is  a  ludicrous  corruption  instead  of  3R5T*lt  7T  3R5TH- 
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(2).  As  in  the  sky  turns  about  and  flies  the  white-clothed  (bird),1 

Keeping  its  mind  (thought)  behind,  in  its  heart  continually  remembering  its  young  ones  : 

So  the  true  Guru,  Hari,  Hari  has  an  affection  for  the  disciple,  the  Guru  keeps  the  disciple  in  his  heart. 

(3).  As  the  pinchers,2  thirty  (or)  thirty-two  (in  number),  preserve  within  the  tongue  of  flesh  and 

blood : 

— Does  one  think,  that  the  flesh  (=the  tongue)  is  in  the  hand  of  the  pinchers  ?  all  is  subject  to  Hari. — 

So  when  men  calumniate  the  saints,  Hari  protects  the  honour  of  his  people. 

(4).  0  brother,  may  not  any  one  think,  that  anything  is  in  the  hand  of  any  one,  He  does  and  causes 

it  to  be  done. 

Old  age,  death,  fever,  one-sided  rheumatism  in  the  face,  imprecation,  all  are  in  the  power  of  Hari, 

none  (of  these  evils)  can  befall  (a  man),  except  when  put  on  by  Hari. 

Meditate  continually  in  (thy)  mind  and  thought  on  this  name  of  Hari,  (says)  humble  iNanak,  which 

at  the  end  will  emancipate  (thee).3 

Gauri  bairagani;  mahala  IV. 

XIV.     LII. 

(1).  By  meeting  with  whom  joy  springs  up  in  the  heart,  he  is  called  the  true  Guru. 

The  duality  of  the  mind  is  done  away  with,  the  highest  station  of  Hari  ( =  final  emancipation)  is 

obtained. 

Pause. 

My  beloved  true  Guru,  how  shall  he  be  met  with  ? 

I  make  obeisance  every  moment,  my  perfect  Guru,  how  shall  he  be  obtained  ? 

(2).  By  Hari,  out  of  mercy,  my  true,  perfect  Guru  is  joined  (to  the  pious  one). 

The  wish  of  the  (pious)  man  is  accomplished,  having  obtained  the  true,  perfect  Guru. 

(3).  Hari  makes  devotion  firm,  he  hears  devotion,  if  one  meet  with  that  true  Guru. 

No  deficiency  at  all  takes  place,  the  acquisition  of  Hari  is  continually  made  solid. 

(4).  In  whose  heart  there  is  brightness  (of  understanding),  (he  entertains)  no  second  love  (= duality). 

Nanak  (says) :  he  is  saved  by  meeting  with  that  Guru,  who  makes  (him)  sing  the  qualities  of  Hari. 

Gauri  purbi ;  mahala  IV. 

XV.     LIII. 

(1).  By  Hari,  the  merciful  Lord,  mercy  was  bestowed  (on  me),  in  my  mind,  body  and  mouth  I  speak 
of  Hari. 

The  colour  of  the  disciple  has  become  very  deep,  my  jacket4  is  steeped  in  the  colour  of  Hari. 

Pause. 
I  am  the  female  slave  of  my  Lord  Hari. 

When  my  mind  was  reconciled  with  Hari,  the  whole  world  was  given  away  (by  me)  as  a  valueless5 
ball. 

(2).  Make  discrimination,  0  pious  brother,  search  (thy)  heart  and  inquire  well ! 

The  form  of  Hari  is  all  light,  Hari  dwells  near  to  all,  Hari  is  with  (them). 

(3).  Hari,  Hari,  the  boundless,  the  inapprehensible  divine  male,  dwells  near  the  whole  world. 

1  o?\ra  "^IT^  ^IcA,  i.e.  the  51T,  or  crane. 

2  The  5T3^>  or  pinchers,  are  the  teeth. 

3  ?5§  mrrfsttfT  =  tDsnfir  ?*§• 

4  tii6l>  jacket,  figuratively  =  heart,  mind. 

5  *HW5^  =  *K m&>  must  here  be  taken  in  the  sense  of:  without  value  =  valueless. 
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Hari  is  made  manifest  by  the  perfect  Guru,  (my)  head  is  (therefore)  sold  to  the  Guru. 

(4).  0  Hari,  inside  and  outside  of  the  creatures  art  thou  !  I  have  come  to  thy  asylum,  thou  art  the 
great,  great  divine  male. 

Humble  Nanak  sings  day  by  day  the  excellences  of  Hari,  having  met  with  the  true  Guru,  the  Guru, 
the  mediator. 

Gaurl  purbi ;  mahala  IV. 

XVI.  LIV. 

(1).  0  Lord,  0  boundless  life  of  the  world,  0  Lord  of  the  Universe,  0  divine  male,  the  arranger  (of 
all  things)  ! 

On  which  road  thou  sendest  us,  0  Lord,  on  that  road  do  we  go. 

Pause. 

0  Ram,  my  mind  is  in  love  with  Hari ! 

Having  joined  the  society  of  the  pious  the  relish  of  Earn  is  obtained  (by  me),  in  the  delightful  name 
of  Hari  I  am  absorbed. 

(2).  The  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  is  a  medicine  in  (this)  world,  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  Hari, 
is  true. 

All  their  sins  and  faults  are  done  away  with,  who  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  eat  the 
juice  of  Hari. 

(3).  On  whose  forehead  he  writes  the  decree  from  the  beginning,  they  are  bathing  in  the  pond  of 
contentment,  the  Guru. 

All  their  filth  of  foolishness  is  gone  off,  who  are  imbued  with  love  to  the  name  of  Earn. 

(4).  0  Earn,  thou  thyself,  thou  thyself  art  the  Lord  and  master,  like  thee  there  is  no  other  donor. 

(If)  humble  Nanak  takes  (thy)  name,  then  he  lives ;  Hari  is  muttered  by  the  mercy  of  Hari. 

Gaurl  purll ;  mahala  IV. 

XVII.  LV. 

(1).  Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  life  of  the  world,  0  donor  !  my  mind  is  absorbed  with  Hari. 

By  the  true  Guru  the  exceedingly  pure  word  is  communicated  (to  me),  muttering  Hari,  Hari,  Hari, 

my  heart  brightens  up. 

Pause. 

0  Earn,  my  heart  and  body  are  pierced  by  the  true  Hari ! 

By  the  mouth  of  which  the  whole  world  is  devoured,  (from  that  death)  we  are  saved,  0  Hari,  by  the 
word  of  the  true  Guru. 

(2).  Those,  who  have  no  love  to  Hari,  are  Sakats,  fools  and  ignorant  men. 

On  them  birth  and  death  press  very  heavily,  having  died  and  died  they  are  consumed  in  ordure. 

(3).  Thou  art  merciful,  cherishing  in  (thy)  asylum,  may  a  gift  be  given  to  me,  0  Hari,  I  am  be- 
seeching (thee) ! 

May  I  be  made  the  slave  (of)  the  Blave  (of)  Hari,  my  mind  dances  and  takes  delight  (in  it).1 

(4).  The  Lord  himself  is  the  great  wholesale  merchant,  we  are  his  retail-dealers. 

My  mind,  body,  life,  all  is  thy  stock,  the  wholesale  merchant  of  humble  Nanak  is  the  Lord. 

Gaurl  purll ;  mahala  IV. 
XVIII.     LVI. 
(1).  Thou  art  merciful,  removing  all  pains,  give  ear  and  hear  one  petition  (of  mine) ! 
Through  whom,  thou,  0  Lord  Hari,  art  known,  join  to  me  that  true  Guru,  my  life ! 

1  fc3i3  =  Sansk.  f^R^T,  delight ;  srfg  tjj%  =  srfg  j^rg,  g  being  merely  an  alliteration. 
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0  Earn,  by  me  the  true  Guru  is  minded  as  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

1  am  foolish,  stupid,  of  an  erring  mrSd,  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru  Hari  is 
known  by  me. 

(2).  As  many  flavours  and  tastes  as  were  seen  by  me,  they  are  all  distasteful  insipidities. 

The  name  of  Hari  is  nectar  juice,  having  met  with  the  true  Guru  the  sweet  juice  of  sugar-cane l  was 
tasted  (by  me). 

(3).  With  whom  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  has  not  met,  they  are  foolish  and  mad  Sakats. 

Their  works  are  put  down  as  mean  from  the  beginning,  (though)  having  seen  the  lamp  (of  truth) 
they  are  consumed  by  spiritual  blindness. 

(4).  Whom  thou  unitest  (with  thyself),  0  Hari,  bestowing  mercy  (upon  them),  they  are  applied 
(by  thee),  0  Hari,  to  the  service  of  Hari. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  muttering  Hari,  Hari,  Hari  they  are  manifest,  by  the  instruction,  by  the 
instruction  of  the  Guru  they  are  absorbed  in  the  name. 

Gauri  purbi ;  mahala  IV. 

XIX.  LVII. 

(1).  0  my  mind,  that  Lord  is  always  near  (to  thee),  say,  whereto  should  one  flee  from  Hari? 
Hari  himself,  the  true  Lord,  pardons,  (if)  Hari  himself  releases,  then  one  is  emancipated. 

Pause. 

O  my  mind,  mutter  Hari,  Hari !  Hari  should  be  muttered  in  the  mind ! 

Flee  to  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru,  0  my  mind,  following  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru  one  is 
emancipated. 

(2).  0  my  mind,  serve  that  Lord,  who  is  the  giver  of  all  comforts,  by  serving  whom  one  dwells  in 
his  own  house. 

0  disciple,  go  and  obtain  thy  own  house !  the  sandal-dust  of  the  praise  of  Hari  should  be  rubbed  in 
and  impressed  on  the  memory  ! 

(3).  0  my  mind,  the  praise  of  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  Hari  is  the  highest  (thing),  having  made  the 
acquisition  of  Hari  one  rejoices  in  his  mind. 

(If)  Hari,  Hari  himself,  out  of  mercy  bestows  it,  then  the  nectar-juice  of  Hari  is  tasted. 

(4).  0  my  mind,  who  cling  to  any  other  than  the  name  (of  Hari),  they  are  Sakats  and  are  pressed 
down  by  Tama. 

Those  are  Sakats  and  thieves,  by  whom  the  name  is  forgotten,  0  heart,  one  should  not  go  near  them  ! 

(5).  0  my  mind,  serve  the  inapprehensible,  pure,  divine  male  Hari,  by  serving  whom  the  account  is 
brought  to  an  end. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  who  are  made  full  by  Hari,  the  Lord,  (their)  weight  does  not  diminish  a 
Masa,  for  one  moment.3 

Gauri  purli ;  mahala  IV. 

XX.  LVIII. 

(1).  My  life  is  in  thy  power,  0  Lord,  my  soul  and  body  are  all  thine. 

Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  Hari,  and  show  (me)  (thy)  sight,  in  my  heart  there  is  great  desire  (for  thee). 

1  3TT?£=^;  ^f?5T.  sugar-cane. 

2  The  sense  is :  they  remain  full  (fully  united  with  the  Supreme  Being)  and  no  more  subjected  to 
transmigration. 
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Pause. 

In  my  heart  and  body  there  is  a  desire  of  meeting  with  Hari. 

By  the  compassionate  Guru,  by  the  Guru  some  mercy  was  shown  (to  me),  Hari,  my  Lord1  came  and 
joined  (me). 

(2).  The  procedure,  which  is  going  on  in  my  mind  and  thought,  thou  knowest,  0  Hari ! 

Day  by  day  I  mutter  (thy)  name,  (that)  I  may  obtain  comfort,  in  (my)  heart  there  is  continually  a 
desire  for  thee,  0  Hari ! 

(3).  By  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  the  way  is  shown  (to  me),  Hari,  my  Lord,  has  come  and  joined  (me). 

Daily  joy  has  accrued  to  the  very  fortunate  one,  all  the  desire  of  (his)  servant  is  accomplished. 

(4).  All  is  in  the  power  of  Hari,  the  Lord  of  the  world,  the  King  of  the  Universe,  the  creator. 

Humble  Nanak  has  come  to  (thy)  asylum,  0  Hari,  keep  the  honour  of  thy  servant ! 

Gauri  purli ;  mahala  IV. 
XXI.     LIX. 

(1).  This  mind  does  not  keep  quiet  a  moment,  it  is  of  a  versatile  disposition,  it  runs  about  in  the 
ten,  ten  directions  (of  the  globe). 

(If)  by  great  luck  the  perfect  Guru  is  obtained,  by  (whom)  the  mantra  of  Hari  is  given,  the  mind 
(becomes)  sedate. 

Pause. 

0  Bam,  we  are  called  the  slaves  of  the  true  Guru. 

(2).  On  our  forehead  a  mark  is  burnt  in,  we  owe  much  debt  to  the  Guru.* 

Much  assistance  and  meritorious  work  is  done  (by  him),  (we  are)  brought  across3  the  difficult  water 

of  existence  (by  him). 

(3).  Who  have  in  their  heart  no  affection  to  Hari,  (by  them)  false  connexions  are  made. 

As  paper  is  dissolved  in  water,  so  the  fleshly-minded  are  dissolved  in  the  womb.1 

(4).  "We  know,  (that)  we  know  nothing;  as  Hari  further  on  keeps  us,  so  we  stand. 

"We  are  erring  and  mistaken,  0  Guru,  bestow  mercy  on  us  !  humble  Nanak  (says)  :  draw  out  the  bad 

swimmer ! 5 

Qaurl  purbi ;  mahala  IV. 
XXII.    LX. 

(1).  With  lust  and  wrath  the  town  is  much  filled ;  a  pious  man  having  come  there  breaks  (them)  to 
pieces. 

(If)  by  a  former  decree  (of  God)  the  Guru  be  obtained,  he  establishes  in  the  district  devotion  to 
Hari  in  the  heart. 

Pause. 

Make  joining  of  the  palms  of  the  hands  to  the  holy  man,  it  is  a  great  meritorious  act ! 
Make  prostration  (to  him),  it  is  a  great  meritorious  act ! 

1  1{?  5fcft;  %S\  is  a  grammatical  blunder  (instead  of  5for),  but  that  does  not  matter,  if  only  the  rhyme 
be  kept  up  thereby  (I^OT — HOT)- 

2  U*T  *TT^;  *TTCT  is  the  part,  past  of  f(^J^[  (v.  intr.),  to  bear  ;  ZT3y{- TfUST ,  to  owe  a  debt.  The 
Sikh  Granthis  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  it. 

3  VOT%  (scil.  TT*J,  which  is  to  be  supplied  here),  instead  of  inrTC*,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  rhyme 
with  JTT^-    3Tf3  "MdlQlcM,  to  bring  across,  to  ferry  over  ("MdlGtM  =  "MrflGtM)- 

*  3T<S5T^  instead  of  3R51^,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

°  7T^  =  5Tfe.  imperative,  on  account  of  the  preceding  imperative  Mldd- 
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(2).  By  .the  Sakat  the  taste  of  the  juice  of  Hari  is  not  known,  within  him  is  the  thorn  of  egotism. 

As  he  walks  he  is  pricked  (hy  it),  he  incurs  pain,  he  suffers  death,  on  (his)  head  is  the  club  (of  Yama). 

(3).  The  people  of  Hari  are  absorbed  itfthe  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  they  break  the  pains  of  birth  and  the 
fear  of  death. 

The  imperishable  divine  male,  the  Lord,  is  obtained  (by  them),  in  the  world  and  the  universe  they 
have  much  lustre. 

(4).  We  are  poor  and  wretched,  0  Lord !  protect,  0  Hari,  thine  own,  thou  art  very  great. 

The  name  is  the  support  and  prop  of  humble  Nanak,  even  in  the  name  of  Hari  is  the  pith  of  comfort.1 

Gauri  purhl ;  mahala  IV. 
XXIII.2    LXI. 

(1).  In  this  fort  (  =  body)  is  Hari,  Ram,  the  King,  (but)  the  impudent  one  gets  no  taste  (of  him). 

(On  whom)  Hari,  who  is  merciful  to  the  poor,  bestows  his  favour,  (by  him)  Hari  is  tasted  and  seen 
by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

Pause. 

The  praising  of  Earn  Hari  is  (made)  sweet  by  meditation  on  the  Guru. 

(2).  Hari,  the  Supreme  Brahm,  is  inapproachable,  incomprehensible,  the  true  Guru  being  found  acts 
as  mediator.3 

To  whom  the  words  of  the  Guru  are  pleasant  in  (their)  mind,  to  them  I  come  and  fall  down  before 
them.4 

(3).  The  heart  of  the  fleshly-minded  one  is  exceedingly  hard,  within  it  is  a  black  venomous  snake.1 

Though  much  milk  may  be  given  to  drink  to  a  snake,  poison  issues  (from  it),  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  (the  bitten  man)  swells  up.6 

(4).  0  Lord  Hari,  bring  and  join  (to  me)  the  holy  Guru,  (that),  having  rubbed  (for  the  bite)  as 
charm  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  I  may  take  it  in  my  mouth.' 

(To)  humble  Nanak,  the  slave  and  servant  of  the  Guru,  the  acid  (becomes)  sweet  by  clinging  to  the 
assembly  (of  the  pious). 

Gauri  purbi ;  mahala  IV. 

XXIV.     LXII. 

(1).  For  the  sake  of  (obtaining)  Hari  (my)  body  is  sold  (by  me)  before  the  perfect  Guru. 

By  the  true  Guru  the  name  is  made  firm  (in  him),  (on  whose)  face  and  forehead  a  lucky  lot  (is  written). 


0  beloved,  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  devotion  to  Hari  is  stirred  up. 

1  3feT^  =  *teTlh  tfOT  =  Sands.  *TO.pi«M-*TT). 

2  This  verse  I  laid  before  the  assembled  Granthis  at  Amritsar,  but  they  could  give  me  no  explanation  of 
it  whatever. 

3  MI'fJI  =  WIJJ>  acts  (as  mediator). 

4  WTfe  V13T3T>  having  come,  I  fall  down  before  them.     VTcffaT  on  account  of  the  rhyme  =  \T33T- 

5  The  words  '%T3  ofJlil'  are  very  obscure.  I  suppose  that  SHfYeTT  *s  C01'ruPted  from  the  Hindi  «fi^«^, 
a  very  venomous  snake.     This  suits  well  the  context. 

6  ^fl5  <o<sfl<il  ;  %f?5=  <ofcT>  m  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  ~&3  occurs  in  this  sense  twice  more  in  the 
Granth.  iS35T3T=  iW;U.  >s  swelling  {i.e.  the  bitten  man).  The  final  words  are  so  effectually  corrupted  in 
this  verse,  that  we  can  only  translate  them  by  conjecture. 

7  Wldl  =  35^>  I  may  take,  ~ZJ  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

31 
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(2).  Sporting  in  everybody  Earn,  the  king,  is  contained  (therein),  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru 
devotion  to  the  Guru  (Earn)  is  stirred  up. 

I  cut  off  mind  and  body,  and  give  (them)  to  the  Guru,  (for)  my  error  and  fear  are  dispersed  by  the 
■word  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  Having  brought  a  lamp  he  kindles  it  in  darkness,  by  the  knowledge  (communicated  by)  the 
Guru  devotion  to  the  Guru  (God)  is  raised. 

Ignorance  and  darkness  are  totally  destroyed,  in  the  house  (=  one's  own  body)  the  thing  (=the 
Supreme  Being)  is  obtained,  the  mind  becomes  awake. 

(4).  The  Sakats  are  killers,  depending  on  the  Maya,  Yama  begins  to  look  out  for  them. 

They  have  not  sold  their  head  before  the  true  Guru,  the  luckless  ones  come  and  go. 

(5).  Hear  our  supplication,  0  Lord,  we  ask  for  the  protection  of  Hari  the  Lord. 

The  honour  and  reputation  of  humble  Nanak  is  the  Guru,  (my)  head  is  sold  before  the  true  Guru. 

Gauri  purbl  ;  mahdla  IV. 

XXV.  LXIII. 

(1).  "We  are  selfish,  of  a  selfish  and  foolish  mind,  by  meeting  with  the  Guru  (our)  own  self  is  done 
away. 

The  disease  of  egotism  goes  off,  comfort  is  obtained,  blessed,  blessed  is  the  Guru,  Hari  the  king ! 

Pause. 

0  dear,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  obtained. 

(2).  In  my  heart  is  affection  to  Earn,  the  king,  by  the  Guru  the  way  and  path  are  shown. 

My  soul  and  body,  all  is  (put)  before  the  true  Guru,  by  whom  the  separated  Hari  is  applied  to  (my) 
neck. 

(3).  In  my  heart  a  desire  arose  to  see  (him,  i.e.  Hari),  the  Guru  showed  him  (as  being  present)  with 
my  heart. 

Tranquillity  and  joy  have  sprung  up  in  my  mind,  my  own  self  is  (therefore)  sold  before  the  Guru. 

(4).  Many  sins  and  wicked  deeds  were  done  by  us,  becoming  a  thief  and  committing  wickedness  I  stole. 

Now,  says  Nanak,  we  have  come  to  (thy)  asylum,  keep  my  honour,  0  Hari,  Hari  is  liked  (by  me). 

Gaurl  purbl ;  mahalu  IV. 

XXVI.  LXIV. 

(1).  By  reason  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  unbeaten  sound  sounds,  by  means  of  the  instruction 
of  the  Guru  (my)  mind  sings  (the  praises  of  Hari). 

By  him,  whose  lot  is  great,  the  sight  of  the  Guru  is  obtained,  blessed,  blessed  is  he,  who  directs  his 
thoughts  devoutly  on  the  Guru  ! 

Pause. 

The  disciple  Hari  applies  to  deep  meditation  (on  the  Guru). 

(2).  My  Lord  is  the  perfect,  true  Guru,  my  mind  does  the  work  (enjoined  by)  the  Guru. 

We,  rubbing  and  rubbing,  wash  the  feet  of  the  Guru,  who  lets  (us)  hear  the  story  of  Hari,  Hari. 

(3).  In  (my)  heart  is,  through  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  the  elixir  of  Earn,  (my)  tongue  sings  the 
qualities  of  Hari. 

(My)  mind,  being  pleasantly,  pleasantly  engaged,1  is  satiated  with  the  juice  of  Hari,  it  will  not  again 
bring  on  hunger. 

1  d*<fa  is  the  part,  past  conjunctive  of  d*WcM,  v.n.  to  be  pleasantly  engaged  in  an  occupation,  to  be  in 
a  happy  situation. 
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(4).  (Though)  one  make  many,  many  contrivances,  he  will  not  obtain  the  name  without  the  mercy 
(ofHari). 

On  humble  Nanak  Hari  has  bestowed  ftercy,  through  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  makes  firm  the 
name  in  (my)  mind. 

Gaurl  majh ;  mahala  IV. 

XXVII.     LXV. 

(1).  0  disciple,  0  dear  friend,  mutter  the  name!  (this  is  thy)  work. 

Understanding  (is)  the  mother,  understanding  the  life  (of  him),  (in  whose)  mouth  the  name  of  Earn  is. 

Contentment  (is  his)  father,  having  made  the  unborn  divine  male  (his)  Guru. 

He,  whose  lot  is  great,  is  united  (with)  Ram. 

(2).  The  Guru,  the  divine  male  of  magic  power  is  obtained  (by  me),  I  enjoy  pleasures,  0  dear  ! 

Being  steeped  in  the  colour  of  Hari  the  Guru  (I  am)  always  without  worldly  concerns,  0  dear ! 

(My)  lot  is  great,  having  met  with  the  clever  and  all- wise  one,  0  dear ! 

My  heart  and  body  are  steeped  in  the  colour  of  Hari. 

(3).  Come,  ye  saints,  we  will  together  mutter  the  name  ! 

The  taking  always  of  the  name  in  the  assembly  (of  the  pious)  is  a  gain,  0  dear ! 

By  serving  the  saints  nectar  is  obtained  in  the  mouth,  0  dear ! 

By  a  former  destiny,  written  from  the  beginning,  it  is  obtained. 

(4).  In  Savan  rain  (falls),  with  nectar  the  world  is  overspread,  0  dear ! 

My  mind  has  raised  a  cry  (like  a  peacock),  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  obtained  in  (my)  mouth. 

The  nectar  of  Hari  ha3  rained,  Hari,  the  king,  is  obtained,  0  dear  ! 

Humble  Nanak  is  steeped  in  the  love  (of  Hari).1 

Gaurl  majh  ;  mahala  IV. 
XXVIII.    LXVI. 

(1).  Come,  0  friend,  O  dear  lady,  we  will  utter  the  praises  (of  Hari) ! 

Joining  the  pious  people,  we  will  enjoy  pleasures  and  amusements,  O  dear! 

By  the  Guru  the  lamp  of  spiritual  knowledge  is  always  kindled  in  the  mind,  0  dear ! 

Bowing  and  bowing  (we  are)  united  with  the  pleased  Hari,  0  dear ! 

(2).  In  my  mind  and  body  love  has  sprung  up  to  Hari,  the  beloved,  O  dear  ! 

May  he  join  me  with  (my)  friend,  the  true  Guru,  the  mediator,  O  dear ! 

I  give  my  heart  to  the  saints,  who  join  to  me  my  Lord,  0  dear  ! 

I  sacrifice  myself  always  to  the  gratuitous  service  of  Hari,  O  dear  ! 

(3).  Dwell,  0  my  beloved,  dwell,  0  my  Govind,  0  Hari,  bestowing  mercy  (on  me)  dwell  (in  my) 
mind,  0  Lord ! 

The  fruit,  desired  by  my  mind,  is  obtained,  0  my  Govind,  having  seen  the  perfect  Guru  I  am  de- 
lighted, 0  Lord ! 

The  name  of  Hari  is  obtained,  (I  am)  a  happy  married  woman,  0  my  Govind,  daily  (there  is)  joy 
and  merriment,  O  Lord ! 

Hari  is  obtained  by  (me)  the  very  fortunate  one,  0  my  Govind,  continually  getting  gain  I  am  happy 
in  (my)  mind,  0  Lord ! 

(4).  Hari  himself  produces,  Hari  himself  sees,  Hari  himself  applies  to  the  work,  0  dear ! 

Some  eat,  there  is  no  deficiency  of  the  gifts  (of  Hari),  some  get  (only)  a  handful,  0  dear ! 

Some  are  kings  and  sit  on  a  throne  being  always  comfortable,  some  must  beg  alms,  0  dear ! 

In  all  only  (thy)  word  is  current,  0  my  Govind;  humble  Nanak  meditates  on  (thy)  name,  0  Lord! 

1  33*1  =  331- 
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Gauri  majh;  mahala  IV. 

XXIX.  LXVII. 

(1).  In  my  mind,  in  my  mind,  0  my  Govind,  in  my  mind  I  am  imbued  with  love  to  Hari,  0  dear ! 

Hari,  (my)  joy  (=  husband)  is  not  perceived  as  being  near,  0  my  Govind,  the  perfect  Guru  causes 
the  inapprehensible  one  to  be  apprehended,  0  dear ! 

(When)  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  made  manifest,  0  my  Govind,  all  the  pains  of  poverty  go  off, 
0  dear ! 

The  step  of  Hari,  which  is  the  highest,  is  obtained,  0  my  G5vind,  the  very  fortunate  one  is  absorbed 
in  the  name,  0  dear  ! 

(2).  With  (her)  eyes,  0  my  beloved,  with  (her)  eyes,  0  my  G5vind,  by  whom  is  Hari,  the  Lord, 
seen  with  (her)  eyes,  0  dear  ? 

My  heart  and  body  are  very  sad,1  0  my  Govind,  without  Hari,  the  woman  is  withering  away,  0  dear ! 

Joining  the  pious  people,  0  my  G5vind,  my  Lord  Hari,  my  sweetheart  and  companion  was  obtained 
(by  me),  0  dear  ! 

Hari,  the  life  of  the  universe,  has  come  and  joined  me,  0  my  Govind,  the  night  is  spent  by  me  (now) 
in  happiness,  0  dear ! 

(3).  0  pious  man,  join  to  me  my  Lord  Hari,  (my)  sweetheart,  in  my  heart  and  body  hunger  (after 
him)  is  excited  (by  thee),  0  dear ! 

I  cannot  exist  without  seeing  my  beloved,  thou  hast  roused  within  me  the  pangs  of  separation  from 
Hari,  0  dear ! 

Hari,  the  king,  is  my  beloved  sweetheart,  (if)  the  Guru  join  (him  to  me),  my  heart  is  vivified,  0  dear! 

In  my  mind  and  body  (there  is)  full  desire  (after  thee),  0  my  Govind,  (when)  Hari  is  met  with, 
(there  are)  congratulations  in  the  heart,  0  dear ! 

(4).  I  am  devoted,  0  my  Govind,  I  am  devoted,  0  my  beloved,  I  am  always  devoted  to  thy 
gratuitous  service,  0  dear  ! 

In  my  heart  and  body  is  love  to  the  beloved,  0  my  Govind !  0  Hari,  keep  our  store,  0  dear ! 

Join  (to  me)  the  true  Guru,  the  mediator,  0  my  Govind,  (that)  he  guiding  (the  right  way)  may 
unite  Hari  with  me,  0  dear ! 

If  thou  bestowest  mercy,  the  name  of  Hari  is  obtained,  0  my  Govind,  humble  INanak  is  in  thy  asylum, 
0  dear ! 

Gauri  miyh  ;  mahala  IV. 

XXX.  LXVIII. 

(1).  He  is  wonderful,  0  my  Govind,  he  is  wonderful,  0  my  beloved,  Hari  my  Lord  is  wonderful, 
0  dear ! 

Hari  himself  is  producing  Krishna,  0  my  Govind,  by  Hari  himself  the  Gopi  (Radha)  is  sought,  0  dear ! 

Hari  himself  is  enjoying  everybody,  0  my  G5vind,  Hari  himself  is  given  to  sensual  pleasures  and 
enjoying  himself,  0  dear ! 

Hari  is  very  wise  and  does  not  err,  0  my  Govind,  he  himself  is  the  true  Guru,  endowed  with  magic 
power,  0  dear ! 

(2).  He  himself  is  producing  the  universe,  0  my  G5vind,  Hari  himself  sports  in  many  ways,  0  dear ! 

Some  he  lets  enjoy  pleasures,  0  my  Govind,  some  wander  about  naked  and  disgraced,2  0  dear! 

He  himself  is  producing  the  world,  0  my  G5vind,  Hari  gives  gifts  to  every  one  who  asks,  0  dear ! 

1   tidldlcM,  v.n.  to  be  sad,  to  weep. 
7>3[  S3TT>  Pers.  ^S.^  i^J^J  ,  disgraced  by  shame. 
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The  name  is  the  support  of  the  devotees,  0  my  Govind,  the  good  story  about  Hari,  Hari  they  ask, 
0  dear ! 

(3).  Hari  himself  causes  devotion  to  to  made,  0  my  Govind,  the  devotees  of  Hari  have  full  desire 
(after  Hari)  in  their  heart,  0  dear ! 

He  himself  is  existing  in  water  and  land,  0  my  Govind,  he  is  contained  (everywhere),  he  is  not  far 
away,  0  dear ! 

Hari  himself  is  inside  and  outside,  0  my  Govind,  Hari  himself  is  omnipresent,  0  dear ! 

Hari,  the  vivifying  principle,  is  spread  out,  0  my  G5vind,  Hari  himself  sees  in  the  presence,  0  dear! 

(4).  Hari  is  within  the  sound  of  the  breath,  0  my  Govind,  as  Hari  himself  produces  a  sound,  so  it 
is  sounded,  0  dear ! 

The  hidden  treasure  of  the  name  of  Hari  is  within  (the  heart),  0  my  Govind,  by  the  word  of  the 
Guru  Hari  the  Lord  becomes  known,  0  dear ! 

He  himself  causes  (men)  to  flee  to  his  asylum,  0  my  Govind !  Hari  keeps  the  honour  of  (his) 
devotees,  0  dear ! 

He,  whose  lot  is  great,  is  united  (with)  the  assembly  (of  the  pious),  0  my  Govind !  the  perfection 
(=  emancipation)  of  humble  Nanak  is  effected1  by  the  name,  0  dear ! 

Gauri  majh ;  mahala  IV. 

XXXI.  LXIX, 

( 1 ).  I  (have  a  desire  after)  the  name  of  Hari,  I  am  suffering  the  pangs  of  separation  from  Hari,  0  dear ! 

May  my  Lord  Hari,  my  friend  be  met  with,  (that)  I  may  obtain  comfort,  0  dear ! 

Having  seen  the  Lord  Hari,  I  live,  0  dear  mother  ! 

My  friend  is  the  name,  (my)  brother  is  Hari,  0  dear ! 

(2).  Sing,  0  pions  (man),  the  qualities  of  my  Lord  Hari,  0  dear ! 

Mutter,  O  disciple,  the  name,  thy  lot  (will  be)  great,  0  dear ! 

The  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  0  dear,  of  my  beloved 2  Hari,  0  dear ! 

Will  not  again  make  (thee)  wander  through  the  waters  of  existence,  0  dear ! 

(3).  How  shall  I  see  Hari?  in  my  heart  and  body  there  is  a  longing  (for  him),  0  dear  ! 

Join  Hari  (to  me),  0  pious  man,  in  my  heart  (there  is)  love  to  him,  0  dear ! 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  is  obtained  the  beloved  Hari,  the  King,  0  dear ! 

0  very  fortunate  one,  mutter  the  name,  0  dear  ! 

(4).  In  my  heart  and  body  is  a  great  desire  after  Govind,  the  Lord,  0  dear ! 

0  holy  man,  join  (to  me)  Hari,  Govind,  the  Lord,  0  dear ! 

By  the  instruction  of  the  true  Guru  the  name  is  always  made  manifest,  0  dear  ! 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  the  desire  in  the  heart  is  (thus)  accomplished,  0  dear ! 

Oaurl  mfijh;  mahala  IV. 

XXXII.  LXX. 

(1).  My  desire3  is  the  name,  if  it  be  obtained,  then  I  live,  0  dear ! 

In  (my)  heart  (there  is)  nectar,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  I  get  Hari,  0  dear ! 

My  heart  is  imbued  with  love  to  Hari,  the  juice  of  Hari  I  drink  always,  0  dear ! 

1  5T%=  73%>  passive,  is  made  or  effected  (generally  sftffr). 

2  tTT3,  life !  anything  dearly  beloved. 

3  fVldJt,  *•/.  entreaty,  desire  (cf.  f*J  J b|  |  =  HT^TT  =  TH^TO.  the  termination  a  being  changed  to  t, 
which  is  frequently  the  case. 
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Hari  is  obtained  in  my  heart,  I  live,  0  dear  ! 

(2).  In  my  heart  and  body  there  is  love,  the  arrow  of  Hari  has  pierced  it,  0  dear  ! 

My  beloved  friend  is  Hari,  the  all-wise  spirit,  0  dear  ! 

Join  (to  me),  0  holy  man,  the  Guru  Hari,  the  clever  and  wise,  0  dear  ! 

I  am  a  sacrifice  to  the  gratuitous  service  of  the  name  of  Hari,  0  dear ! 

(3).  I  inquire  after  Hari,  Hari,  my  sweetheart,  Hari,  my  friend,  0  dear  ! 

Show  to  me,  0  ye  holy  men,  Hari,  I  inquire  after  the  traces  of  Hari,  0  dear ! 

If  the  true  Guru,  being  pleased,  shows  Hari  (to  me),  then  I  obtain  (him),  0  dear ! 

Praising  Hari  I  am  absorbed  in  the  name,  0  dear ! 

(4).  I  suffer  the  pain  of  love,  the  pangs  of  separation  from  Hari,  0  dear ! 

0  Guru,  complete  (my)  faith,  (that)  I  may  obtain  nectar  in  my  mouth,  0  dear  ! 

0  Hari,  become  merciful,  (that)  I  may  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari,  0  dear  ! 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  (that)  I  may  obtain  the  juice  of  Hari,  0  dear  ! 


EAGF    GATTEI    GTTAEERI;    MAHAL  A    V. 

Caupadas. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     LXXI. 

Pause. 

How  is  happiness  brought  about,  O  my  brother  ? 

How  is  Hari  Earn  obtained  as  a  helper  ? 

(1).  (There  is)  no  happiness  in  the  house,  (if)  mine  (be)  all  the  Maya. 
(If)  high  (and)  beautiful  palaces  be  roofed  in  (by  me). 
By  false  covetousness  (one's)  lifetime  is  lost. 
(2).  Having  seen  elephants  and  horses  he  is  happy. 
Armies,  mace-bearers  and  domestic  servants  are  collected  (by  him). 
On  (his)  neck  is  the  rope  and  noose  of  selfishness. 
(3).  He  may  exercise  dominion  in  all  the  ten  quarters  (of  the  earth). 
He  may  enjoy  many  pleasures  and  women. 
As  in  a  dream  the  king  becomes  a  beggar.1 

(4).  (There  is)  one  happiness,  (which)  the  true  Guru  has  shown  to  me. 
"Whatever  Hari  does,  that  is  pleasing  to  the  devotees  of  Hari. 
Humble  Nanak  (says) :  having  destroyed  (their)  egotism  they  are  absorbed  (in  Hari). 


In  this  wise  happiness  is  brought  about,  0  my  brother  ! 
Thus  Hari  Earn  is  obtained  as  a  helper. 

Gaurl  guareri ;  mahala  V. 
II.    LXXII. 
(1).  How  should  one  be  given  to  doubt,  who  should  be  of  slight  faith? 
When  he  {i.e.  Hari)  is  contained  in  water,  earth  and  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
The  disciples  are  saved,  the  self-willed  lose  their  honour. 

The  sense  is  :  he  becomes  a  beggar  suddenly,  as  in  a  dream. 
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-  Pause. 
Whom  the  merciful  Earn  himself  protects : 
To  him  none  other  can  come  near* 
(2).  In  all  exists  the  One  infinite. 
Sleep  thou  therefore  in  comfort  and  be  without  care  ! 
He  knows  everything  that  is  happening. 

(3).  The  fleshly-minded  die,  who  have  another  thirst  (than  that  after  Hari). 
In  many  wombs  they  wander  about,  (as)  it  was  written  from  the  beginning  by  destiny. 
What  they  sow,  such  things  they  will  eat.1 

(4).  Having  seen  (his)  sight  happiness  has  sprung  up  in  my  mind. 
All  has  come  into  my  sight  as  manifestation  of  Brahm. 
Humble  Nanak  has  a  full  desire  after  Hari. 

Gauri  guureri ;  mahala  V. 

III.     LXXIII. 

(1).  In  some  births  thou  didst  become  a  worm  (and)  moth. 
In  some  births  an  elephant,  fish  (and)  deer. 
In  some  births  (thou)  didst  become  a  bird  (and)  snake. 
In  some  births  a  horse  and  an  ox,  that  is  yoked  on. 


Be  united  with  the  Lord  of  the  Universe,  this  is  the  time  of  being  united  (with  him) ! 

After  a  long  time  this  (human)  body2  was  obtained  (by  thee). 

(2).  In  some  births  (thou  wast)  made  a  rock  and  mountain. 

In  some  births  thou  fellest  off  as  an  unripe  fruit  from  the  womb. 

In  some  births  thou  wast  produced  as  a  potherb. 

In  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence)  thou  wast  caused  to  wander  about. 

(3).  A  birth  is  (now)  obtained  (by  thee)  with  the  pious. 

Perform  worship,  adore  Hari,  Hari,  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  ! 

Give  up  pride  and  false  conceit ! 

(If)  thou  diest  whilst  living,  (thou  art)  approved  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari).  ,   *- 

(4).  Whatever  is  done,  that  will  be  done  by  Thee. 

There  is  none  other  capable  of  doing  (anything). 

Then  one  is  united  (with  thee),  when  thou  unitest  (him  with  thee). 

Nanak  says :  sing  the  qualities  of  Hari,  Hari ! 

Oaurl  guarerl ;  mahala  V. 

IV.     LXXIV. 

(1).  In  the  field  of  works3  sow  the  name ! 
Thy  work  will  be  completed.4 

1  VfT^RT,  on  account  of  the  rhyme,  instead  of  VfTf'T- 

2  Only  in  the  human  body  the  soul  can  work  out  its  final  emancipation. 

3  ST3H  3f*T  's  tnis  present  world. 

i  The  sense  is :   thou  will  get  thereby  final  emancipation  and  become  freed  from  the  necessity  of  re- 
generation. 
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Thou  wilt  get  the  fruit  (of  thy  works),  the  fear  of  Yama  will  be  effaced : 
(If)  thou  singest  continually  the  qualities  and  the  praise  of  Hari. 


Put  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  into  thy  breast : 

(And)  thou  wilt  quickly  accomplish  thy  work  ! 

(2).  If  thou  becomest  attentive  to  thy  Lord : 

Thou  wilt  obtain  honour  at  the  threshold. 

Give  up  all,  all  contrivance  and  dexterity ! 

Cling  to  the  feet  of  the  pious  people  ! 

(3).  In  whose  hand  all  the  creatures  are : 

He  is  never  separated,  he  is  with  all. 

Give  up  shifts  and  seize  his  asylum  ! 

In  a  moment  thy  release  will  be  effected. 

(4).  Consider  him  always  as  (being)  near  ! 

Mind  the  order  of  the  Lord  as  true  ! 

Blot  out,  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  thy  own  self  ! 

TTanak  (says)  :  mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari ! 

Gauri  guarerl ;  mahald  V. 

V.    LXXV. 

(1).  The  word  of  the  Guru  is  always  imperishable. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  noose  of  Yama  is  cut  asunder. 

The  word  of  the  Guru  is  with  the  creatures. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  they  are  imbued  with  love  to  Ram. 

Pause. 
What  is  given  by  the  Guru,  that  is  useful  to  the  heart. 
Mind  that,  which  is  done  by  the  holy  one  (=  Guru)  as  true  ! 
(2).  The  word  of  the  Guru  is  immovable  and  not  to  be  brokeD. 
By  the  word  of  the  Guru  doubt  is  cut  off  and  duality. 
The  word  of  the  Guru  does  not  pass  away  in  any  way. 
Sing  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  qualities  of  Hari ! 
(3).  The  word  of  the  Guru  is  with  the  creatures. 
The  word  of  the  Guru  is  the  friend  of  the  friendless  one. 
For  the  sake  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  does  not  fall  into  hell. 
By  the  word  of  the  Guru  (his)  tongue  enjoys  nectar. 
(4).  The  word  of  the  Guru  is  manifest  in  the  world. 
By  the  word  of  the  Guru  (one)  sustains  no  loss. 
(To  whom)  he  himself  (i.e.  Hari)  is  merciful : 
(To  him),  says  Nanak,  is  the  true  Guru  always  compassionate. 

Gauri  guarerl ;  makala  V. 

VI.     LXXVI. 

(1).  "Who  makes  a  gem  out  of  (a  clod  of)  earth ; 

Who  with  effort  preserves  in  the  womb ; 

Who  gives  lustre  and  greatness  : 

On  that  Lord  I  meditate  the  eight  watches  (of  the  day). 
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0  my  sweetheart,1  may  I  obtain  the  dust  of  the  pious  people  ! 
Joining  the  Guru  I  will  meditate«on  my  Lord  ! 

(2).  Who  makes  of  a  fool  an  eloquent  man, 

"Who  makes  of  a  stupid  an  intelligent  man, 

By  whose  favour  I  obtain  the  nine  treasures : 

That  Lord  is  not  forgotten  from  my  mind. 

(3).  Who  gives  a  place  to  the  homeless, 

Who  gives  honour  to  the  honourless, 

Who  fulfils  every  desire  : 

(Him)  I  remember  day  and  night  at  (every)  breath  and  morsel. 

(4).  By  whose  favour  the  rope  of  the  Maya  is  cut. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  acid  poison  (becomes)  nectar. 

ISanak  says :  by  this  (man)  nothing  (is  done). 

1  praise  the  preserver. 

Gaufl  guarerl ;  mahala.  V. 

VII.     LXXVII. 

(1).  In  his  asylum  there  is  no  fear  (nor)  grief. 
Without  him  nothing  will  happen. 
I  give  up  dexterity,  force,  contrivance  and  passions. 
He  is  preserving  (the  honour)2  of  his  servant. 

Pause. 
Mutter,  0  my  heart,  with  pleasure  :  Bam,  Bam ! 
In  the  house  (and)  outside  (of  it)  he  is  always  with  thee. 
(2).  Establish  him  firmly  in  thy  mind, 

(And)  thou  wilt  taste  the  nectar-juice,  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
Say,  of  what  use  are  the  other  efforts  ? 
He  himself,  bestowing  his  mercy,  keeps  (thy)  honour. 
(3).  Say,  what  is  man,  what  is  his  power? 
All  the  uproar  of  the  Maya  is  but  false  (=  vain). 
The  Lord  causes  the  work  to  be  done. 
He  is  the  inward  governor  of  all  the  bodies. 
(4).  Of  all  comforts  the  true  comfort  is  this  : 
Take  to  heart  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  ! 
Who  is  given  to  contemplation  on  the  name  of  Bam  : 
He,  says  Nanak,  is  blessed  and  endowed  with  a  great  lot. 

Gaurl  guarerl ;  mahala  V. 

VIII.     LXXVIII. 

(1).  By  hearing  the  story  about  Hari  filth  is  taken  off. 
(Men)  easily3  become  much  purified. 


cRTEfaHT  s'gn'fies  8'so  0"ke  ^TWi  to  which  it  corresponds)  "sweetheart,"  "husband." 

TR  »WV^  Sft>  supply  :  SriT,  honour. 

W3  %55>  used  adverbially ;  "  easily,"  "  without  difficulty."    *T35  =  Sansk.  fjfsr^fl. 

32 
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By  reason  of  a  great  lot  (destiny)  the  society  of  the  pious  is  obtained. 
Love  to  the  Supreme  Brahm  springs  up. 

Pause. 
The  (pious)  man,  muttering  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  is  saved. 
By  the  Guru  he  is  brought  over  the  sea  of  fire. 
(2).  By  praising  Hari  (his)  mind  becomes  sedate  (cool). 
The  sins  of  (his  different)  births  are  gone  off. 
The  receptacle  of  all  (things)  he  perceives  in  his  mind. 
Now  why  should  he  go  to  seek  (it  elsewhere)  ? 
(3).  "When  his  Lord  has  become  merciful, 
The  labour  of  the  worshipper  has  come  to  an  end. 
The  fetters  of  (his)  servant  are  cut 

By  remembering,  remembering,  remembering  the  abode  of  (all)  qualities. 
(4).  The  One  is  in  the  mind,  the  One  is  in  every  spot. 
He  abides  brimful  in  every  place. 
By  the  perfect  Guru  every  doubt  is  removed. 
By  remembering  Hari,  (says)  Nanak,  comfort  is  obtained. 

Gauri  guareri ;  mahala  V. 
IX.     LXXIX. 

(1).  Those  who  die  before,  repose  afterwards. 

Those,  who  are  spared,  they,  having  girded  up  their  loins,  are' standing.1 

The  business,  to  which  they  cling, 

By  that  duality  is  made  firm,  in  that  they  are  absorbed. 

Pause. 
That  time  (of  death)  does  not  at  all  come  into  their  mind. 
They  cling  to  that  which  passes  away. 
(2).  By  desire  the  body  of  the  fool  is  bound. 
He  clings  to  lust,  wrath  and  love. 
On  his  head  is  standing  Dharm-Bai  (=  Yama). 
He  eats  poison  considering  it  a  sweet  thing. 
(3).  I  bind,  I  subdue  enmity. 
Who  will  put  his  foot  into  our  ground  ? 
I  am  a  Pandit,  I  am  clever  and  knowing. 
Another  does  not  comprehend  the  creator. 
(4).  His  own  state  and  mind2  he  himself  knows. 
"What  can  one  say,  how  can  one  describe  (it)  ? 

Into  whatever  (business  or  condition)  he  puts  (a  man),  there  he  must  remain, 
(Though)  every  one  is  asking  for  his  own  welfare. 
(5).  Everything  is  thine,  thou  art  the  creator. 
There  is  no  end  nor  limit  (of  thee). 
May  to  (thy)  servant  (this)  gift  be  given  : 
(That)  Nanak  may  never  forget  (thy)  name. 

1  '§"Enh  who  are  spared,  i.e.  who  spare  their  life  and  do  not  die  (by  means  of  contemplation),    tfij,  they 
are  standing,  i.e.  they  are  engaged  in  work,  must  work  on  (in  contradistinction  to  \f^,  they  repose). 

2  fJrfe  t*rf3  is  the  same  as  3ff3  *rf3,  one's  secret  mind  or  thought. 
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Gauri  guareri ;  mahala  V. 

X.     LXXX. 

(1).  By  many  efforts  emancipation  is  not  brought  about. 

(Not)  by  much  dexterity  (nor)  by  great  force. 

By  reason  of  the  pure  worship  of  Hari 

Splendour  and  dignity1  (are  obtained)  at  the  threshold  (of  the  Lord). 

Pause. 
0  my  mind,  seize  the  shelter  of  the  name  of  Hari ! 
No  hot  blast  of  wind  will  touch  thee. 
(2).  As  a  boat  (preserves)  in  the  ocean  of  fear. 
(As)  a  lamp  lightens  up  darkness. 

(As  by)  fire  the  cold  season,  by  laughing  pain  (is  removed) : 
(So)  by  muttering  the  name  happiness  is  brought  about  in  the  mind. 
(3).  The  thirst  of  thy  mind  will  leave  off. 
All  thy  desires  will  be  fulfilled. 
Thy  mind  will  not  vacillate, 

Having  muttered  the  nectar-name,  0  dear  disciple  ! 
(4).  The  medicine  of  the  name  that  man  obtains: 
To  whom  he  himself  {i.e.  Hari)  causes  it  to  be  given  out  of  mercy. 
In  whose  heart  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  dwells : 
His  pain  and  trouble  flee  away,  (says)  Nanak. 

Gauri  guareri ;  mahala  V. 

XI.    LXXXI. 

(1).  By  collecting  much  wealth  (my)  mind  was  not  satiated. 
Having  seen  many  forms  (I  was)  not  assured  (of  them). 
To  son  and  wife  my  soul  clings. 
That  (wealth)  will  pass  away,  these  (will  be)  a  heap  of  ashes. 

Pause. 
Without  the  worship  of  Hari  I  see  (them)  lamenting. 

Woe  to  the  body,  woe  to  the  wealth  (of  those,  who  are)  in  love  with  the  Maya. ! 
(2).  As  (when)  to  a  forced  labourer  money  be  given, 
(And)  he  be  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  (and)  that  (Lord)  undergo  '*  toil. 
As  (when)  in  a  dream  he  becomes  a  Eaja  and  sits  down  (in  state) : 
When  he  opens  (his)  eyes,  it  is  a  vain  affair. 
(3).  As  a  watchman  over  another's  field. 
The  field  is  the  Lord's  (owner's),  the  watchman  goes  off. 
The  watchman  vexes  himself  on  account  of  that  field. 
Into  his  hem3  (=  pocket)  falls  nothing. 

(4).  Whose  the  dominion  is,  even  his  is  (also)  the  dream  (=the  Maya). 
By  whom  the  Maya  is  given,  by  him  (also)  the  thirst  (after  the  Maya.)  is  raised. 

'  %3">  »■»»•  dignity,  rank. 

2  "@?S  ^VT  TTRT ;  WW  =  *TvTT>  *TT  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

s  "VJT35T  =  VWT)  hem  of  a  garment,  here  =  pocket. 
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He  himself  annihilates,  He  himself  establishes. 
Nanak  (makes)  supplication  before  the  Lord. 

Gaurl  guarerl ;  mahala  V. 

XII.     LXXXII. 

(1).  The  illusive  creation  of  many  kinds  and  sorts  was  seen  (by  me). 
With  the  pen  ■wisdom  was  put  down  on  the  paper. 
Having  become  a  chief  (and)  king  a  (fine)  house  was  seen  (by  me). 
(But)  by  (all)  this  my  heart  was  not  satiated. 


Show  me  that  comfort,  0  holy  man ! 

(By  which)  my  thirst  may  be  quenched  and  my  mind  satiated.1 

(2).  Biding  on  a  horse  (swift  like)  the  wind,  (and)  on  an  elephant. 

Perfume  of  sandal-wood,  a  bed  and  a  beautiful  woman. 

The  singing  of  actors  and  dancers  in  the  arena  : 

In  (all)  this  my  mind  receives  no  satisfaction. 

(3).  The  assembly  (round)  the  throne,  the  festive  procession  of  (the  Raja's)  sedan-chair. 

All  fruits,  beautiful  gardens. 

Delight  in  the  chase,  the  kingly  sport : 

(By  all  this)  my  mind  is  not  comforted,  (it  is)  illusion  and  deceit. 

(4).  Out  of  mercy  the  holy  men  told  me  of  the  True  one. 

All  comfort  and  joy  was  obtained  (by  me)  (from)  this. 

In  the  assembly  of  the  pious  the  praise  of  Hari  is  sung. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  him,  whose  lot  is  great,  he  (i.e.  Hari)  is  obtained. 

Pause. 
In  whose  (house)  is  the  wealth  of  Hari,  he  is  happy. 
By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  union  with  the  pious  (is  brought  about). 

Gaurl  guarerl  ;  mahala  V. 
XIII.     LXXXIII. 
(1).  Man  thinks  :  this  body  is  mine. 
Again  and  again  he  clings  to  it.2 
Son,  wife,  household  are  a  noose  (to  him). 
(Such  men)  cannot  become  the  servants  of  Bam. 

Pause. 
What  is  that  manner,  by  which  one  may  sing  the  excellences  of  Bam  ? 
What  is  that  method,  by  which  one  may  cross  this  Maya  ? 
(2).  What  is  good,  he  considers  as  bad. 
(If)  one  speak  the  truth,  that  is  (to  him)  equal  to  poison. 
He  does  not  know  victory  and  defeat. 
This  is  the  nature  of  the  Sakat  (in)  the  world. 
(3).  What  is  deadly  poison,  that  the  fool  drinks. 
The  nectar-name  he  considers  as  bitter. 

1  t^43l«SO,  instead  of  fgVTTct,  for  thn  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
?^4dl  =  WVZ,  <JT  being  only  an  alliteration. 


RAG  GAURI,  MAH.  V.,  SABD  XIV.  XV.  (LXXXIV.  LXXXV.)  253 

He  does  not  go  near  the  assembly  of  the  pious. 

He  wanders  again  about  in  the  eighty-four  lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence). 

(4).  By  one  net  birds  are  ensnared^ 

Glowing  with  youthful  ardour1  he  is  given  to  sensual  enjoyments  of  many  kinds. 

Nanak  (says) :  to  whom  he  has  become  merciful : 

His  nets  are  cut  asunder  by  the  perfect  Guru. 

Gauri  guarerl ;  mahala  V. 

XIV.     LXXXIV. 

(1).  By  thy  mercy  the  (right)  way  is  obtained. 
By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  the  name  is  meditated  upon. 
By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  the  bonds  are  loosened. 
By  thy  mercy  egotism  is  broken. 

Pause. 
(Thy)  service  is  done,  if  thou  appliest  (one  to  it). 
"We  can  do  nothing,  0  God  ! 

(2).  If  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  I  sing  (thy)  praise.2 
If  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  I  praise  the  True  one. 
If  it  is  pleasing  to  thee,  then  the  true  Guru  is  compassionate. 
All  comforts,  0  Lord,  (are  obtained)  by  thy  mercy. 
(3).  "What  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  is  a  true  work. 
"What  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  is  true  virtue. 
The  receptacle  of  all  excellences  is  with  thee. 

Thou  art  the  Lord,  (thy)  servant  (is  offering  up)  supplication  (to  thee). 
(4).  (My)  mind  and  body  become  pure  by  love  to  Hari. 
All  comforts  I  obtain  in  the  society  of  the  saints. 
My  mind  remains  attached  to  thy  name. 
This  is  considered  by  Nanak  as  happiness. 

Gauri  guariri ;  mahala  V. 
XV.     LXXXV. 

(1).  As  many  other  flavours  as  are  tasted  by  thee : 
(By  them)  not  for  a  moment  (thy)  thirst  is  quenched. 
If  thou  tastest  the  flavour  of  the  juice  of  Hari : 
By  tasting  (it)  thou  becomest  wonder-struck. 


0  my  beloved  tongue,  drink  nectar ! 

Steeped  in  this  juice  thou  wilt  become  satiated.3 

(2).  0  tongue,  sing  thou  the  excellences  of  Bam ! 

Every  moment  meditate  on  Hari,  Hari,  Hari ! 

Nothing  else  should  be  heard  nor  should  one  go  anywhere  else. 

1  df*ld!+l>  part,  past  conjunctive  of  7jf*TcRTST«  v.n.  to  be  glowing  with  youthful  ardour. 

2  'STIcSVi  s-f-  reading  from  the  Purans  or  singing  in  praise  of  the  Deity. 

S  f5V3T<f1'  =  fcPffe  (fTH'),  adj.  satiated,  an  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 
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In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  {i.e.  Hari)  is  obtained  by  him,  whose  lot  is  great. 

(3).  0  tongue,  praise  him  all  the  eight  watches  (of  the  day) ! 

The  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  is  unfathomable. 

Here  and  there  (thou  wilt)  always  (be)  happy. 

Singing  the  praises  of  Hari  (thou  art)  priceless,  0  tongue  ! 

(4).  The  tree  has  sprouted,  blossoms  and  fruits  are  (on)  the  tree. 

Steeped  in  this  juice  (of  Hari)  thou  wilt  not  give  it  up  again. 

He  brings  no  (other)  juice  near  his  mouth  : 

(To  whom)  the  Guru  has  become  an  assistant,  says  Nanak. 

Gaurl  gudrerl ;  maliala  V. 

XVI.     LXXXVI. 

(1).  The  mind  is  made  the  palace,  the  body  the  fence. 
"Within  it  is  an  infinite  thing  (=  the  Supreme  Being). 
"Within  it  the  wholesale  merchant  is  heard  (saying) : 
Who  is  the  retail-dealer,  on  whom  there  is  reliance  there  ? 

Pause. 
Some  (rare)  one  is  a  trafficker  with  the  gem  of  the  name. 
Who  procures  it,  is  feeding  on  nectar. 

(2).  Mind  and  body  I  offer  up  as  a  sacrifice,  worship  is  made  (by  me). 
What  is  that  contrivance,  by  means  of  which  I  may  be  imbued  with  love  (to  Hari)  ? 
I  fall  down  at  (his)  foot,  giving  up  mine  and  thine.1 
"Who  is  that  man,  who  puts  (me)  into  the  traffic  (of  the  name  of  Hari)  ? 
(3).  In  what  wise  may  I  obtain  the  palace  of  the  wholesale  merchant? 
"What  is  that  manner  of  life,  by  reason  of  which  he  calls  (one)  within  ? 
Thou  art  a  great  wholesale  merchant,  who  hast  crores  of  retail-dealers. 
"Who  is  that  donor,  who  having  taken  (life)  makes  (it)  enter  (again)  ? 
(4).  Searching  and  searching  about  (our)  own  house  was  (at  length)  obtained. 
The  true,  priceless  gem  was  (then)  shown  (to  us) : 

"When,  out  of  mercy,  (we  were)  united  by  the  wholesale  merchant  (with  himself), 
By  reason  of  confidence  (faith)  in  the  Guru,  says  Nanak. 

Gaurl  gudrerl ;  maliala  V. 

XVII.     LXXXVII. 

(1).  They  remain  night  and  day  in  one  (continual)  love  (of  Hari) : 
(Who)  know  the  Lord  (as  being)  always  (present)  with  them. 
The  name  of  the  Lord  is  made  (their)  occupation. 
They  are  fully  satiated  by  the  sight  of  Hari. 

Pause. 
(Who)  are  in  love  with  Hari,  they  are  flourishing  in  mind  and  body. 
They  have  fled  to  the  asylum  of  the  perfect  Guru. 
(2).  The  lotus-foot  (of  Hari)  is  (their)  soul's  support. 

1  *fcjT  5<JT»  mine  alld  thine,  i.e.  all  questions  about  mine  aud  thine,  all  earthly  goods.    3§,  for  the  sake 
of  the  rhyme,  instead  of  33T- 
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The  One  they  look  at  obediently. 

The  One  is  (their)  trade,  (with)  the  One  (they  are)  occupied. 

They  know  no  other  without  the  formless  one. 

(3).  They  are  free  from  both  joy  and  grief. 

They  are  always  free  (from  contact  with  the  world)  and  given  to  devotion.1 

"Who  is  seen  in  all  and  free  from  all : 

On  (that)  Supreme  Brahm  they  are  meditating. 

(4).  How  shall  I  describe  the  greatness  of  the  saints  ? 

(They  are)  of  unfathomable  wisdom,  I  cannot  estimate  it  in  any  way. 

0  Supreme  Brahm,  bestow  mercy  on  me  ! 

May  the  dust  of  the  saints  be  given  to  Nanak  ! 

Gauri  guareri  ;  mahala  V. 
XVIII.     LXXXVIII. 

(1).  Thou  art  my  companion,  thou  art  my  friend. 
Thou  art  my  beloved,  with  thee  (I  have)  friendship. 
Thou  art  my  honour,  thou  art  my  jewel. 
Without  thee  I  cannot  live  a  moment. 


Thou  art  my  darling,  thou  art  my  life. 

Thou  art  my  Lord,  thou  art  my  prince. 

(2).  As  thou  puttest  me  down,  so  I  remain. 

"What  thou  sayest,  that  must  be  done  by  me. 

"Wherever  I  see,  there  thou  art  dwelling. 

Thy  fearless  name  I  mutter  with  (my)  tongue. 

(3).  Thou  art  my  nine  treasures,  thou  art  my  treasury. 

Thou  art  my  pleasure  and  delight,  the  support  of  my  heart. 

Thou  art  my  lustre,  with  thee  I  am  in  love. 

Thou  art  my  shelter,  thou  art  my  support. 

(4).  "Within  my  mind  and  body  even  thou  art  meditated  upon. 

Thy  secret  I  obtained  from  the  Guru. 

By  the  true  Guru  the  only  One  was  confirmed  (in  me). 

Nanak,  the  slave  of  Hari,  relies  on  Hari,  Hari. 

Gauri  guareri ;  mahala  V. 

XIX.     LXXXIX. 

(1).  (The  Maya)  enters  by  spreading  out  joy  and  grief. 
She  enters  heaven  and  hell  and  the  avatars. 
She  enters  the  poor  one,  who  is  looking  out  for  splendour.2 
Eoot-piercing3  she  enters  (by)  covetousness. 

1  The  words  must  be  thus  constructed :  Tf^T  *H  UtmS  vl  Wf5  WT  tTTS  Osftl^rfi  >  given  to  devotion 
or  abstract  contemplation). 

^25  (Ad MA  is  to  be  taken  as  one  word  =  poor ;  such  (superfluous)  compounds  are  frequent  in  the 
Granth.  \}"ftf  may  be  taken  as  adjective  (=  Sansk.  ltf%J»^),  looking  out  for,  or  as  part,  past  conjunctive 
from  IJTJSn',  having  looked  out.     The  sense  is  the  same  both  ways. 

3  3JW  f^PWT'fl'  (Sansk.  «5Tf%J«^)i  root-piercing,  i.e.  totally  destroying. 
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Pause. 
The  Maya  enters  (men)  in  many  ways. 
The  saints  live  in  thy  protection,  0  Lord  ! 
(2).  She  enters  him,  who  is  drunk  by  vain  conceit. 
She  enters  him,  who  is  attached  to  son  and  wife. 
She  enters  (him  who  is  proud)  (about)  elephants,  horses  and  things. 
She  enters  him  who  is  drunk  in  the  inebriety  of  youth  and  beauty. 
(3).  She  enters  the  ground,  the  tabor1  and  the  arena. 
She  enters  the  assembly,  having  heard  the  sound  of  a  song. 
She  enters  the  bed,  the  palace,  the  ornaments. 
The  five  intoxicated  and  blind  ones2  she  enters. 
(4).  She  enters  him,  who  does  works  ensnared  by  selfishness. 
She  enters  the  married  state,  she  enters  lonely  life. 
She  enters  conduct,  occupation  and  caste. 

Everything  she  enters  except  him,  who  is  steeped  in  the  colour  of  Hari. 
(5).  The  bonds  of  the  saints  are  cut  asunder  by  Hari. 
How  should  the  Maya  enter  them  ? 
Nanak  says  :  who  have  obtained  the  dust  of  the  saints  : 
Near  them  the  Maya  does  not  come. 

Gauri  guarerl ;  mahala  V. 

XX.     XC. 

(1).  (In)  the  eyes  is  sleep  (and)  the  passion  of  looking  at  another's  wife. 
The  ears  have  fallen  asleep  having  heard  and  reflected  on  calumny. 
The  tongue  has  fallen  asleep  by  greediness  and  sweet  taste. 
The  mind  has  fallen  asleep,  amazed  by  the  Maya. 

Pause. 

(If)  one  remains  awake  in  this  house  (  =  body) : 

He  gets  his  thing  unimpaired. 

(2).  All  the  companions3  are  intoxicated  in  their  own  pleasure. 

They  have  no  knowledge  of  their  own  house. 

The  five  highwaymen4  are  robbing. 

The  cheats  have  fallen  on  the  empty  city. 

(3).  Father  and  mother  cannot  protect  from  them. 

Friend  and  brother  cannot  protect  from  them. 

They  are  not  stopped  by  wealth  and  cleverness. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  these  are  brought  under  subjection. 

(4).  Bestow  mercy  on  me,  0  thou  bow-holder  ! 

The  dust  of  the  saints  is  all  (my)  treasure. 

1  We  divide  the  words  into  ~3,  ground,  and  fiTiJ^'  (as  ife,  poor,  gives  here  no  sense);  fSfiJoy  >s  verv 
likely  the  same  as  fi(<J^.<l|  (TTT^jf),  a  tabor  or  drum,  big  in  the  middle  and  smaller  at  both  ends,  used  in 
the  if3\,  or  arena  (theatre). 
i.e.  STRT.  qR.  etc. 

3  The  «<o<»l  or  companions  are  here  the  senses. 

*  The  vfe  Mi^ld  (=  "SnWraT),  or  five  highwaymen,  are  STT^,  ^U,  &3,  V(U,  JH^TTH- 
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(My)  capital  (remains)  safe  with  the  true  Guru. 
Nanak  wakes  in  love  to  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

•  Pause. 

He  wakes,  to  whom  the  Lord  is  merciful. 
His  capital,  wealth  (and)  property  (remain)  safe. 

Gauri  guareri  ;  mahala  V. 
XXI.     XCI. 

(1).  In  whose  power  the  Khan  and  Sultan  is; 
In  whose  power  all  the  world  is ; 
By  whom  everything  is  made : 
"Without  him  there  is  no  one. 

Pause. 
Make  thy  supplication  before  thy  own  true  Guru ! 
He  will  settle  (all)  thy  affairs. 
(2).  Whose  court  is  higher  than  all. 
"Whose  name  is  the  support  of  all  (his)  devotees. 
All-pervading  and  omnipresent  is  the  Lord : 
Whose  splendour  is  formed  in  everybody. 
(3).  Remembering  whom  the  dwelling  of  pain  tumbles  down. 
Eemembering  whom  Tama  does  not  say  anything. 
Bemembering  whom  the  dried  up  ones  become  green. 
Eemembering  whom  the  sinking  stones  swim  across. 
(4).  Yictory  always  to  the  assembly  of  the  saints ! 
The  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  is  the  support  of  the  life  of  his  servants. 
Nanak  says :  he  has  heard  my  supplication. 
By  the  favour  of  the  saints  I  dwell  in  the  name. 

Qaun  guareri  ;  mahala  V. 

XXII.     XCII. 

(1).  By  the  sight  of  the  true  Guru  the  fire  is  extinguished. 
By  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  egotism  is  subdued. 
In  the  society  of  the  true  Guru  the  mind  does  not  vacillate. 
The  disciple  utters  the  nectar-speech. 


The  whole  world  is  true,  when  steeped  in  the  True  one. 

Coolness  and  tranquillity  are  (obtained)  from  the  Guru,  the  Lord  is  known. 

(2).  By  the  favour  of  the  saints  he  mutters  the  name. 

By  the  favour  of  the  saints  he  sings  the  praise  of  Hari. 

By  the  favour  of  the  saints  all  pains  are  blotted  out. 

By  the  favour  of  the  saints  he  is  released  from  his  bonds. 

(3).  By  the  mercy  of  the  saints  spiritual  blindness  and  error  are  done  away. 

Bathing  in  the  dust  of  the  pious  is  all  (his)  religion. 

When  the  pious  are  merciful,  Govind  is  compassionate. 

Amongst  the  pious  (is)  this  my  soul. 

33 
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(4).  Meditate  on  the  compassionate  depository  of  mercy  ! 
Thou  wilt  then  obtain  a  seat  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 
On  me,  the  destitute  of  virtues,  the  Lord  has  bestowed  mercy. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  Nanak  has  taken  the  name. 

Qaurl  guarerl  ;  mahald  V. 

XXIII.    XCIII. 

(1).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  Lord  is  muttered  (by  them) : 
(To  whom)  by  the  Guru  the  mantra  of  the  name  alone  is  given. 
Having  given  up  conceit  they  have  become  free  from  enmity. 
The  eight  watches  they  adore  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

Pause. 
Now  the  wicked  thought  of  another  is  extinguished, 
Since  the  praise  of  Hari  is  heard  with  (their)  ears. 
(2).  The  depository  of  tranquillity,  comfort  and  joy, 
The  protector  protects  them  at  the  end. 
Pain  and  trouble,  fear  and  doubt  are  extinguished. 
Coming  and  going  are  stopped  by  his  kindness. 
(3).  He  himself  beholds,  utters  and  sees  everything. 
Who  is  always  with  (thee),  him,  0  mind,  mutter  ! 
By  the  favour  of  the  saints  he  was  made  manifest. 
The  One,  the  ocean  of  virtues,  is  omnipresent. 

(4).  "Who  relates  (them)1  (becomes)  pure,  (he  becomes)  cleansed  who  hears  (them). 
"Who  continually  sings  the  excellences  of  Govind. 
Nanak  says  :  to  whom  he  becomes  merciful : 
All  that  man's  toil  is  brought  to  an  end. 

Oaurl  guaren  ;  mahald  V. 

XXIV.     XCIV. 

(1).  Having  broken  (his)  fetters  he  makes  (the  disciple)  utter  Earn. 

In  (his)  mind  true  meditation  springs  up. 

The  troubles  are  done  away,  he  lives  in  happiness. 

Such  a  donor  the  true  Guru  is  called. 

Pause. 
He  is  the  giver  of  happiness,  who  causes  to  mutter  the  name. 
Bestowing  mercy  he  unites  with  him  {i.e.  Hari). 
(2).  To  whom  he  becomes  kind,  him  he  himself  unites  (with  himself). 
The  depository  of  all  (=the  Supreme  Being)  he  {i.e.  the  disciple)  obtains  from  the  Guru. 
Having  given  up  his  own  self  (his)  coming  and  going  are  effaced. 
In  the  assembly  of  the  pious  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  known  (by  him). 
(3).  To  his  servants  Hari  has  become  merciful. 
The  support  of  (his)  servants  is  the  One,  Gopal. 
On  the  One  (their)  contemplation  (is  directed),  to  the  One  (they  have)  love  in  (their)  mind. 

1  i.e.  the  T(^  of  Govind. 
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All  treasures  are  in  the  (house)  of  (his)  servants,1  the  name  of  Hari. 
(4).  (Who)  entertains  love  to  the  Supreme  Brahm  : 
(His)  work  is  pure,  (his)  practice  iartrue. 
By  the  perfect  Guru  (his)  darkness  is  effaced. 
The  Lord  of  Nanak  is  boundless.2 

Qaurl  guarerl ;  mahala  V. 

XXV.     XCV. 

(1).  In  whose  mind  he  (i.e.  Hari)  dwells,  that  man  crosses  over. 

By  whose  destiny  (this)  may  be  obtained.3 

No  pain,  sickness  and  fear  enter  (him)  : 

Who  mutters  the  nectar-name  of  Hari  in  (his)  heart. 

Pause. 
That  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  be  meditated  upon  : 
This  method  is  obtained  from  the  perfect  Guru. 
(2).  He  who  causes  (every)  work  to  be  done,  is  merciful. 
All  creatures  he  is  cherishing. 

He  is  unattainable,  inapprehensible  always  and  endless. 
Bemember,  0  mind,  the  mantra  of  the  perfect  Guru  ! 
(3).  By  whose  worship  all  treasures  (are  obtained)  ; 
By  the  adoration  of  (which)  Lord  honour  is  acquired  ; 
Whose  service  is  not  left  unrequited  : 
Always,  always  sing  the  praises  of  (that)  Hari ! 
(4).  Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  Lord,  the  inward  governor ! 
(Thou),  0  Hari,  the  inapprehensible  Lord,  art  the  depository  of  comfort ! 
The  creatures  (flee)  to  thy  asylum. 
May  (to)  Nanak  the  greatness  (of)  the  name  be  given ! 

Oaurl  guarerl ;  mahala,  V. 

XXVI.     XCVI. 

(1).  In  whose  hand  is  the  creation  and  management4  of  the  living  beings  : 

Bemember  that  Lord  of  the  friendless  ! 

If  the  Lord  comes  into  (thy)  mind,  all  pains  leave. 

All  fear  is  done  away  by  the  name  of  Hari. 

Pause. 
Without  Hari  of  what  art  thou  afraid  ? 
Forgetting  Hari  in  what  wilt  thou  find  comfort  ? 

1  TT?5  ^>  supply  TirfH-    fjStTTJS  must  here  be  taken  in  the  sense  of  "  treasure." 

2  JJfVJJ  JWT-TT3  (='^I'tITltnT'  Hindi),  boundless,  both  being  identical  in  meaning,  but  differently  com- 
pounded. 

3  The  crossing  (over  the  waters  of  existence  =  final  emancipation)  is  obtained  by  destiny  (according  to 
one's  former  works). 

*  Tft*W  ^T3Tf3'>  a  frequent  expression  in  the  Granth.     TrT3Tf3  (Sansk.  T(f^)  signifies  the  art  or  skill  of 
making  and  the  manner  of  applying  anything  (said  especially  of  a  machine). 
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(2).  By  whom  many  earths  and  skies  are  upheld; 

Whose  vital  energy  is  manifest  in  the  creatures  ; 

"Whose  gift  no  one  effaces  : 

Remembering,  remembering  (that)  Lord  thou  wilt  become  fearless. 

(3).  Eemember  the  eight  watches  the  name  of  the  Lord  ! 

(It  is  equal  to)  bathing  and  ablution  in  many  Tlrthas. 

Fall  on  the  asylum  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  ! 

Crores  of  stains  (=  sins)  are  blotted  out  in  a  moment. 

(4).  He  is  a  full  king,  not  in  want  of  anything. 

The  confidence  (faith)  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord  is  true.1 

The  perfect  Guru,  giving  (them)  his  hand,  protects  them. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  powerful. 

Gauri  guarerl ;  mahaldV. 

XXVII.     XCVII. 

(1).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  (his)  mind  clings  to  the  name. 
He  who  had  fallen  asleep  through  various  births  is  awakened. 
He  utters  the  nectar-speech  of  the  excellences  of  Lord  Hari  :'' 
(By  whom)  the  benevolence  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  obtained.3 

Pause. 
By  remembering  the  Lord  he  obtains  all  happiness. 
In  the  house  and  outside  (of  it)  (he  gets)  all  comfort  and  tranquillity. 
(2).  He  knows  (him),  by  whom  he  is  created. 
The  Lord  himself  unites  him  (with  himself)  out  of  mercy. 
He  takes  his  arm  and  makes  him  his  own : 
"Who  is  always  reiterating  the  story  of  Hari. 
(3).  It  is  charm,  spell  and  medicaments.4 

The  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  the  support  of  the  life  of  the  creatures. 
True  wealth  is  obtained  by  love  to  Hari. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  one  crosses  (the  water  of  existence),  which  is  difficult  to  get  over. 
(4).  The  followers  of  the  saints  and  pious  dwell  in  comfort. 
The  wealth  of  Hari,  which  cannot  be  estimated,  is  acquired  (by  them). 
Whose  lot  it  is,  to  him  the  Guru  gives  it. 
Nanak  (says) :  at  random  no  (wealth  of  Hari)  accrues.5 

1  4-1  Ir^T ,  true,  i.e.  it  is  not  deceived. 

2  The  words  of  this  line  must  be  put  thus  :  \£3  5-  3jSf  ^  JJff*T3'  "STI^t  "%&%.  There  is  no  gram- 
matical connexion  between  them  and  the  proper  position  of  the  words  can  only  be  arrived  at  by  conjecture. 

3  The  Sikhs  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  this  verse,  as  they  explain  \J"JT^  by  "  man."  But  here 
\f31^  is  the  part,  past  of  IjdlQoT  (=VlGcM,  from  TTTW).  to  obtain,  a  form  which  is  also  found  in 
Rag  Asa,  Astpadi,  13,  7. 

4  W#tR  VT^raT?;  W#tpT,  drug,  medicament;  IMd^ld  =  Sansk.  U«HHTT»  repeated  applica- 
tion (of  medicaments) ;  Jtf^pj  VAU^r?  is  used  as  a  general  term  for  all  remedies  and  operations  practised 
in  the  medical  art  (cf.  the  Sansk.  ^ffarottRTT)-  The  Sikhs  have  no  idea  of  the  signification  of  HAOxJId. 
and  guess  in  all  directions  ;  they  explain  it  traditionally  by  "expiation,"  but  without  any  reason. 

0  fsra^T  signifies  here :  by  chance,  at  random  or  accidentally  (in  contradistinction  to  \raTMT5.  lot). 
?fS  7i  TSfZ,  supply  :  3?fJ7  tf3  V(fz%  J*  ;jfjr. 
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Gaurl  guareri ;  mahala  V. 

XXVIII.     XCVIII. 

(1).  Then  (thy)  hand  will  become  p*ure  : 

When  the  clog  of  the  Maya  is  done  away. 

(If)  thy  tongue  sing1  continually  the  excellences  of  Earn : 

Thou  wilt  obtain  happiness,  0  my  brother  and  friend ! 


"Write  with  pen,  paper  and  ink 

The  name  of  Ram !  (the  name  of)  Hari  is  nectar-sound. 

(2).  By  this  work  thy  passions  (or  diseases)  go  off. 

Bemembering  Earn  Yama  cannot  beat  (thee). 

The  messengers  of  Dharm-Eae  (=  Yama)  will  not  overpower  (him) : 

(Who  is)  not  at  all  sunk  in  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya.2 

(3).  He  himself  is  delivered  (from  existence)  and  (with  him)  the  world  crosses  : 

(Who)  mutters  the  name  of  Earn  with  one  mind.3 

He  himself  imparts  instruction  to  others  : 

Into  whose  heart  the  name  of  Earn  has  entered. 

(4).  On  whose  forehead  this  treasure  (is  written) : 

That  man  mutters  the  Lord. 

(Who)  sings  the  eight  watches  the  praises  of  Hari,  Hari : 

To  him  I  devote  myself,  says  Nanak. 


GAUEI  GTJAEEEI;   MAHALA  V. 

Caupadas ;  Dupadas. 

Om  !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

XXIX.     XCIX. 

(1).  What  is  another's,  that  (he  considers)  his  own. 
What  is  to  be  given  up,  to  that  his  mind  is  attached. 

Pause. 
Say,  how  should  union  be  effected  with  the  Lord  ? 
What  is  forbidden,  for  that  he  has  an  inclination. 
(2).  A.  false  word  is  considered  as  true. 
(If)  true  (words)  be  spoken,  he  does  not  like  it  in  his  mind.1 
(3).  The  perverse  man  goes  the  road  to  the  left. 

1  HHST  =  d^cM  (Sansk.  ^4UJ),  to  sing  (^  being  here  changed  to  If). 

a  The  order  of  the  words  in  this  line  must  be:  3fTfgJJf[  *lfJ  HTTCS  7i  5W^'  a  grammatical  relation 
is  not  to  be  expected,  that  the  reader  has  to  find  out  for  himself. 

3  "W^ld.  adj.  intent  in  his  mind  (on  Ram  only). 

4  The  MSS.  differ  very  much  in  this  line.  The  reading  of  the  lithographed  Lahore  copy :  Iffj  O^Ti 
*T25  25  75tt  <TT3^>  gives  n0  sense,  as  the  vowels  are  put  wrong.  Another  MS.  reads :  *rfff  d^f/>  ^fj;  35 
35fr  ~3T3\>  which  no  doubt  is  the  right  reading,  as  the  words  give  a  sense  at  least.  ~3T3\  =  7Sf3>  for  the 
sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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Having  given  up  the  (road)  to  the  right  (hand)  he  chooses  the  untrodden  one.1 
(4).  That  Lord  is  the  owner  of  both  extremities  {i.e.  of  this  and  that  world). 
Whom  he  unites  (with  himself),  (says)  Nanak,  he  becomes  emancipated. 

Gaurl  guareri ;  mahala  V. 

XXX.    c. 

(1).  In  the  Kali-yug  they  have  met  in  union. 

So  long  they  enjoy  themselves,  as  his  order  is  (=  as  he  orders  them). 

Pause. 
(Though)  she  burn  (in  self-immolation),  Earn,  (her)  friend  is  not  obtained. 
Rising  according  to  destiny  she  becomes  a  Sati. 
(2).  (Though)  in  emulation  and  obstinacy  of  mind  she  burn  herself: 

She  does  not  obtain  the  society  of  (her)  beloved,  she  is  caused  to  wander  about  in  many  births. 
(3).  "Who  in  virtue  and  continence  obeys  the  order  of  her  beloved : 
That  woman  suffers  no  pain  in  (this)  world.3 
(4).  Nanak  says  :  who  considers  the  Lord  as  her  beloved  : 
She  is  a  blessed  Sati  and  accepted  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

Gaurl  guareri ;  mahala  V. 
XXXI.     CI. 

Pause. 
We  are  rich  and  opulent  by  the  true  name. 
We  sing  the  praises  of  Hari  with  natural  ease. 

(1).  When  I  opened  and  saw  the  treasury  of  (my)  father  and  grandfather : 
Then  the  treasure  was  put  into  my  heart. 

(2).  With  gems  and  rubies,  the  value  of  which  cannot  be  estimated  : 
(My)  store-rooms  are  filled,  they  are  inexhaustible  and  cannot  be  weighed. 
(3).  Having  met  together,  0  brother,  let  us  eat  and  spend  (the  treasures) ! 
They  do  not  become  diminished,  they  are  (rather)  increased. 
(4).  Nanak  says :  on  whose  forehead  he  causes  (this)  decree  to  be  written : 
Him  he  applies  to  this  treasury. 

Gaurl  guareri  ;  mahala  V. 

XXXII.     CII. 

(1).  (Then)  people  die  out  of  fear,  when  he  is  considered  as  being  far  off. 
Fear  ceases,  when  he  is  seen  as  omnipresent. 

1  From  the  Sikh  Granthis  I  could  get  no  explanation  of  this  line.  The  three  MBS.,  which  I  have  at  my 
disposal,  read  all  tjzvAl,  he  is  weaving.  But  this  gives  no  sense  whatever.  It  is  also  to  be  noticed,  that  the 
rhyme  is  thus  rendered  impure  («<»A(—  iJAAT).  which  speaks  against  fclAAl'.  We  propose  to  read  Tl&M 
(Sansk.  ^«PT),  he  is  choosing:  This  root  is  no  longer  found  in  Hindi  and  Panjabi,  and  therefore  very  likely 
*m<VF  was  corrected  to  the  well-known  kJAAl,  but  in  Siiidhi  ^Tpi  is  still  in  common  use.  This  emendation 
will  make  the  whole  line  perfectly  clear,  jffax  signifies  here  not  "  straight,"  but  "right"  (opposite  to  TJJ^\, 
left).  JH"l|3T.  untrodden  (literally :  untouched),  is  derived  from  the  Sansk.  ^STOU ;  see  my  Sindhi  Grammar, 
Introduction,  p.  xlii.  b,  ft"  and  p.  xliv.  7. 

2  The  Sikh  Granthis  explain  tRT3  =  tT*I  ^Tt  ^tf  (she  suffers  no  pain  at  the  hands  of  Yama).  But 
tRT^  may  as  weU  he  the  locative  of  rRTT^T  (&C*J),  time,  world,  which  suits  the  context  better. 
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Pause. 
(I)  devote  (myself)  to  my  own  true  Guru. 
I  do  not  give  him  up,  he  brings  me  across  by  any  means. 
(2).  There  is  pain,  sickness  and  grief,  when  the  name  is  forgotten. 
There  is  always  joy,  when  I  sing1  the  praises  of  Hari. 
(3).  None  should  be  called  bad  (or)  good. 
Having  given  up  conceit  the  feet  of  Hari  should  be  seized  ! 
(4).  Nanak  says  :  apply  thy  mind  to  the  mantra  of  the  Guru ! 
(And)  thou  wilt  obtain  happiness  at  the  true  court. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

XXXIII.  GUI. 

(1).  Whose  friend  and  beloved  the  Lord*  is : 
Say,  what  may  that  man  stand  in  need  of  ? 

Pause. 
Who  has  directed  his  affection  on  Govind  : 
His  pain,  trouble  and  error  flee. 
(2).  Who  has  tasted  the  juice  of  Hari : 
He  does  not  stick  to  another  juice. 
(3).  Whose  word  has  effect  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari)  : 
To  whom  should  he  bring  an  offering  (bowing  down)  to  the  ground  ? 
(4).  Who  belongs  to  him,  whose  everything  is  : 
He  enjoys  always  comfort,  (says)  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

XXXIV.  CIV. 

(1).  Who  looks  upon  pain  and  pleasure  as  the  same  :3 
How  should  grief  affect  him  ? 

Pause. 
Tranquillity  and  happiness  (dwell)  in  (those)  saints  of  Hari : 
(Who  are)  obedient  to  Hari,  Hari  the  Xing. 

(2).  Into  whose  heart  the  inconceivable  (Supreme  Being)  comes  and  dwells  (there) : 
He  has  no  anxiety  about  anything. 
(3).  From  whose  mind  error  has  become  extinct : 
He  has  no  fear  at  all  of  Tama. 
(4).  Into  whose  heart  the  Guru  has  given  the  name  : 
His  are  all  treasures,  says  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

XXXV.     CV. 

(1).  The  place  of  him,  whose  form  is  unattainable,  is  in  the  mind. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  some  rare  one  has  known  him. 

1  3Tju  =  3TT5,  I  sing ;  it  may  also  be  the  third  pers.  sing.  "  when  one  sings." 

*  wiWr  =  *mft,  Lord  (^rnft)- 

3  §■  (=!)■'),  used  by  Arjun  also  as  a  Dative  postfix  =  SJ"©. 
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Pause. 
The  report  about  composure  (of  mind)  are  jars  (full)  of  nectar.1 
"Whose  lot  it  is,  he  takes  and  drinks  them. 

(2).  (There  is)  a  sound  not  produced  by  beating  (an  instrument),  a  pure  place. 
By  its  {i.e.  that  sound's)  report  Gopal  enchants. 
(3).  In  that  (pure  place)  are  many  endless  courts  of  tranquillity. 
The  saints  are  the  companions  of  the  Supreme  Brahm. 
(4).  (Where  there  is)  endless  joy  and  no  more  grief: 
That  house  the  Guru  gave  to  Nanak. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

XXXVI.     CVI. 

(1).  What  is  that  form  of  thine,  which  I  should  adore  ? 

What  is  that  Tog,  by  means  of  which  I  should  subdue  my  body  ? 

Pause. 
What  is  (that)  excellence,  which  I  should  sing  in  thy  praise  ? 
What  is  that  word,  by  which  I  may  gladden  (thee),  0  Supreme  Brahm  ? 
(2).  What  is  that  worship  of  thine,  which  I  should  practise  ? 
What  is  that  manner,  by  which  I  may  cross  the  water  of  existence  ? 
(3).  What  is  that  austerity,  by  means  of  which  one  may  become  an  ascetic? 
What  is  that  name,2  by  means  of  which  one  may  remove  the  filth  of  egotism  ? 
(4).  Singing  the  excellences  (of  Hari),  worship,  (the  acquisition  of)  divine  knowledge,  meditation, 
all  (this)  he  does,3  (says)  Nanak  : 

With  whom  the  merciful  Guru  meets  and  on  whom  he  bestows  mercy. 

Pause. 
By  him  are  the  excellences,  by  him  is  the  Lord  known  : 
Whose  (word)  the  giver  of  comfort  minds. 

Gauri;  mahala  V. 

XXXVII.     CVII. 

(1).  The  body,  of  which  thou  art  proud,  is  not  thy  own. 
Dominion,  property,  wealth  are  not  thy  own. 

Pause. 
Why  dost  thou  cling  to  that  which  is  not  thy  own  ? 
Thy  own  (is)  the  name,  (which  is)  obtained  from  the  true  Guru. 
(2).  Son  and  wife,  0  brother,  are  not  thy  own. 
Not  friends  and  acquaintances,  nor  father  and  mother  themselves. 

1  M\it\  oTm>  the  story  or  report  about  the  3TTT5T  or  composure  of  mind;  ^  is  misplaced,  it  should  stand 
after  JJff'JS- 

2  The  reading:  o^A  ^T^W;  though  found  in  the  three  MSS.  at  my  disposal,  is  apparently  wrong,  we 
should  necessarily  expect  +IAIA,  bathing,  ablution;  "what  is  that  bathing,  by  means  of  which,"  etc.  The 
MSS.  of  later  date  are  often  very  thoughtlessly  written,  especially  in  reference  to  the  vowels,  the  grammatical 
importance  of  which  the  Sikhs  no  longer  understand. 

3  All  the  MSS.  at  my  disposal  read  UTTO,  but  this  is  senseless  ;  *M"I?5  (he  does)  must  be  read. 
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(3).  Neither  gold,  silver  and  money, 

Nor  horses  and  elephants  are  of  use  to  thee. 

(4).  Nanak  says :  who  is  kindly  uni^d  (with  Hari)  by  the  Guru, 

Who  has  Hari,  the  king,  his  is  everything. 

Oauri ;  mahala  V. 

XXXVIII.     CVIII. 

(1).  The  feet  of  the  Guru  are  on  my  forehead. 
By  him  all  my  pains  are  removed. 

Pause. 
I  am  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  true  Guru. 

Having  known  the  (Supreme)  spirit  I  mind  him  with  the  greatest  delight. 

(2).  "Who  applies  to  his  face  the  dust  of  the  feet  of  the  Guru  : 

By  him  all  egotism1  is  given  up. 

(3).  To  whom  the  word  of  the  Guru  has  become  sweet  in  his  mind : 

He  has  seen  in  (it)  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

(4).  The  Guru  is  the  giver  of  comfort,  the  Guru  is  the  creator. 

The  Guru,  says  iNanak,  is  the  support  of  soul  and  life. 

Oauri;  mahala  V. 
XXXIX.     CIX. 

(1).  0  my  heart,  praise  thou  him, 

In  whose  (house)  there  is  no  deficiency  whatever. 


0  heart,  make  that  beloved  Hari  thy  friend ! 

The  support  of  life  keep  always  in  thy  thoughts  ! 

(2).  0  my  heart,  serve  thou  always  him, 

Who  is  the  primeval  spirit,  the  infinite  God. 

(3).  Put  thy  hope  on  him,  0  heart, 

In  whom  confidence  (is  placed)  from  the  beginning,  the  beginning  of  the  Vugs. 

(4).  The  love  to  whom  always  becomes  happiness  : 

(Him)  Nanak  praises,  having  met  (with)  the  Guru. 

Oauri ;  mahala  V. 

XL.     CX. 

(1).  What  (our)  friend  does,  that  is  agreed  to  by  us. 

The  actions  of  (our)  friend  are  the  reasons  of  (our)  welfare.2 

Pause. 
In  my  heart  and  thought  I  trust  in  the  One, 
From  whom  (every)  work  proceeds,  he  is  our  friend. 
(2).  Our  friend  is  unconcerned  (about  anybody). 
By  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  he  is  a  friend3  to  me. 

1  JHvTETPIj  *%/"■  the  consciousness  of  individual  existence. 

2  i.e.  they  tend  to  our  welfare. 

3  JJffJST^TT  =  Pers.  Li  |  ,  friend,  acquaintance. 

34 
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(3).  Our  friend  is  the  inward  governor, 

The  powerful  divine  male,  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord. 

(4).  "We  are  thy  slaves,  (thou  art)  our  Lord. 

Honour  and  greatness,  (says)  Nanak,  are  thine,  0  Lord ! 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

XLI.     CXI. 

(1).  To  whom  thou  hast  become  a  powerful  advocate  : 
To  him  no  stain  whatever  (is  applied). 

Pause. 
0  Madhava,  who  puts  his  hope  in  thee  : 
To  him  the  world  is  nothing. 
(2).  In  whose  heart  the  Lord  is : 
He  has  no  apprehension  whatever. 

(3).  To  whom  thou,  0  Lord,  hast  given  firmness  (of  mind) : 
Him  no  pain  approaches. 
(4).  Nanak  says  :  I  obtained  that  Guru, 
"Who  showed  to  me  the  Supreme  Brahm  as  omnipresent. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

XLII.     CXII. 

(1).  By  a  great  lot  the  human  body,  which  is  hard  to  get,  is  obtained. 
Who  do  not  mutter  the  name,  they  are  suicides. 

Pause. 
Having  died  those  (find)  no  place,1  by  whom  Bam  is  forgotten. 
Destitute  of  Bam  of  what  use  is  (their)  life  ? 

(2).  They  are  eating,  drinking,  sporting,  laughing  to  a  great  extent. 
Of  what  use  is  the  embellishment  of  a  corpse  ? 
(3).  "Who  do  not  hear  the  praise  of  the  Supreme  bliss  (=  God) : 
They  are  born  as  stupid  animals,  as  quadrupeds  and  birds.2 
(4).  Nanak  says  :  (in  whom)  by  the  Guru  the  (initiatory)  mantra  is  made  firm  : 
In  (his)  heart  the  name  alone  is  contained  (and  nothing  else). 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 
XLIII.     CXIII. 

(1).  "Who  has  a  mother,  who  has  a  father  ? 
All  relatives  are  but  nominal  and  false. 


"Why,  0  fool,  art  thou  bewildered  ? 

In  accordance  with  (his)  order  thou  hast  come. 


2 


■Hlvfl  =  "Hlfy,  place. 

IciJK-Hfe  (Sansk.  fTf^Jjfffij),  here  used  as  adjective  :  born  from  the  womb  of  an  animal  =  animal, 
especially  of  the  lower  order.  The  assimilation  of  f^^T  to  (^J|^,  is  against  all  rules  and  must  be  considered 
as  a  vulgar  corruption  (Hindi  rf^fll). 
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(2).  (There  is)  one  earth,  one  vital  energy  (in  all). 

(There  is)  one  breath  (in  all),  why  and  for  whom  (art  thou)  weeping  ?x 

(3).  Saying:  "mine,  mine,'' thou  hjmentest. 

This  soul  is  not  dying. 

(4).  Nanak  says :  by  the  Guru  (our)  shutters  were  opened. 

(We)  became  emancipated,  all  errors  were  effaced. 

Gaurl ;  rnahala  V. 

XLIV.     CXIV. 

(1).  The  great,  great  men,  who  are  seen  (in  the  world) : 
Them  anxiety  and  sickness  penetrates. 


No  one  is  great  (by  reason  of)  the  greatness  of  the  Maya  (  =  wealth). 

He  is  great,  who  devoutly  meditates  on  Earn. 

(2).  The  land-owner  quarrels  continually  about  land. 

Having  given  it  up  he  departs,  his  thirst  not  being  quenched. 

(3).  Nanak  says  :  this  is  the  full  truth  : 

"Without  worshipping  Hari  there  is  no  emancipation. 

Gauri ;  rnahala  V. 
XLV.     CXV. 
(1).  Perfect  is  the  road,  perfect  is  the  ablution. 
Everything  is  perfect,  (if)  the  name  (be)  in  the  heart. 


Perfection  abides,  when  preserved  by  the  perfect  one. 
The  asylum  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  (accrues)  to  that  man. 
(2).  Perfect  is  (his)  comfort,  perfect  (his)  contentment. 
Perfect  (his)  austerity,  perfect  his  abstract  contemplation.3 
(3).  On  the  road  of  Hari  the  sinner  (becomes)  purified. 
Perfect  is  (his)  splendour,  perfect  (his)  renown.3 
(4).  The  creator  always  dwells  in  the  presence. 
Nanak  says :  my  true  Guru  is  perfect. 

Gaurl ;  rnahala  V. 

XLVI.     CXVI. 

(1).  By  the  dust  of  the  saints  crores  of  sins  are  blotted  out. 

By  the  favour  of  the  saints  liberation  (is  obtained)  from  birth  and  death. 

Pause. 
The  sight  of  the  saints  is  perfect  ablution. 
By  the  mercy  of  the  saints  the  name  is  muttered. 

1  ?%*  Bt3  =  fsm  §  15. 

2  dlTMJt  (TTWsftT)  signifies,  (1)  an  easy  mode  of  yog  or  abstract  contemplation,  opposed  to  3\|"> 
austerity.  (2).  The  supreme  yog  (as  practised  by  a  Raja  holding  in  the  world  a  high  position  and  at  the 
same  time  practising  abstract  meditation). 

-3  MoTlol  *•»»■  renown,  notoriety. 


268  BAG  GAURI,  HAH.  V.,  SABD  XLVIL— XLIX.  (CXVII.— CXIX.) 

(2).  In  the  society  of  the  saints  egotism1  is  effaced. 
All  is  looked  upon  as  having  one  and  the  same  form.2 
(3).  (If)  the  saints  are  favourable,  the  five3  are  subdued. 
The  nectar-name  is  collected  in  the  heart. 
(4).  Nanak  says  :  whose  destiny  is  perfect : 
With  him  the  feet  of  the  pious  have  fallen  in. 

Gaurl;  mahala  V. 

XLVIL     CXVII. 

(1).  By  muttering  the  excellences  of  Hari  the  lotus  (of  the  heart)  opens. 
By  remembering  Hari  all  fear  flees. 

Pause. 
That  intellect  is  perfect,  by  -which  one  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 
In  consequence  of  a  great  destiny  he  obtains  the  society  of  the  pious. 
(2).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  treasure  of  the  name  is  obtaiaed. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  all  affairs  are  accomplished. 
(3).  By  devotion  to  Hari  (one's)  life  obtains  its  object, 
(If)  by  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  one  praise  the  name. 
(4).  Nanak  says  :  that  man  is  accepted  : 
In  whose  heart  the  Lord  dwells. 

Gaurl;  mahala  V. 

XLVIII.     CXVIII. 

(1).  Whose  heart  is  attached  to  the  only  One : 
He  forgets  (every)  thought4  about  other  things. 

Pause. 
Without  Govind  none  other  is  seen. 
He  is  the  creator,  who  causes  (every)  work  to  be  done. 

(2).  Who  longs  for  (him)6  in  his  heart,  who  utters  with  his  mouth  :  Hari,  Hari! 
That  man  will  not  vacillate  in  any  way,  neither  in  this  nor  that  (world). 
(3).  In  whose  (house)  is  the  wealth  of  Hari,  he  is  a  true  wholesale  merchant. 
By  the  perfect  Guru  faith  is  imparted  (to  him). 

(4).  Hari,  the  king,  the  life-giving  Supreme  Spirit  is  united  (with  him). 
Nanak  says  :  the  highest  region6  is  obtained  (by  him). 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

XLIX.     CXIX. 

(1).  The  name  is  the  support  of  the  life  of  the  devotees. 
The  name  is  (their)  wealth,  the  name  is  (their)  occupation. 

1  *H  0  W  1 6  >  egotism,  i.e.  the  idea  of  individual  existence. 

2  i.e.  all  is  considered  as  a  form  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

3  The  five,  i.e.  5T*f.  5TR,  etc. 

4  "3Tf3  (3T3)>  thought,  care  about;  it  is  still  used  in  this  sense  in  Sindhi. 

5  5^lGcM  (Sansk.  caus.  ^TT?ra),  to  long  for,  to  love. 

6  V^TV7>  the  highest  region  or  place  =  final  emancipation. 
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That  man  obtains  the  greatness  of  the  name  and  lustre, 

To  whom  in  mercy  he  himself  causes  it  to  be  given. 

(2).  The  name  is  the  occasion  (place)  of  the  happiness  of  the  devotee. 

Who  delights  in  the  name,  that  devotee  is  accepted. 

(3).  The  name  of  Hari  upholds  the  (pious)  man. 

At  every  breath  the  pious  man  remembers  the  name. 

(4).  Eanak  says :  whose  lot  is  perfect : 

His  mind  is  attached  to  the  name. 

Oaurl ;  mahala  V. 

L.     CXX. 

(1).  When  by  the  favour  of  the  saints  the  name  of  Hari  was  meditated  upon  : 
From  that  time  the  running  (unquiet)  mind  was  satiated. 


By  singing  the  excellences  (of  Hari)  comfort  and  rest  were  obtained. 

Toil  was  done  away,  my  calamity  was  struck  down. 

(2).  Having  adored  the  lotus  of  the  foot  of  the  Lord, 

By  the  remembrance  of  Hari  my  anxiety  was  effaced. 

(3).  "When  having  given  up  all  (others)  I  came  helpless  to  the  asylum  of  the  One  : 

Then  the  high  place  (of  Hari)  was  easily  obtained  (by  me). 

(4).  Pain,  trouble,  error  and  fear  fled. 

The  creator,  says  Nanak,  took  up  his  abode  in  my  heart. 

Oaurl ;  mahala  V. 

LI.     CXXI. 

(1).  Do  service  (with  thy)  hand,  (with  thy)  tongue  sing  the  praises  (of  Hari) ! 
(With  thy)  feet  run  in  the  way  of  the  Lord ! 


(This  is)  the  favourable  time,  (this  is)  the  fit  opportunity  of  remembering  (Hari). 

By  remembering  the  name  thou  wilt  get  safely  over  (every)  fear.1 

(2).  With  (thy)  eyes  behold  the  sight  of  the  saints ! 

Regard  in  (thy)  heart  the  imperishable  Lord ! 

(3).  Go  to  the  pious  and  hear  his  praise ! 

He  will  efface  (thy)  fear  of  birth  and  death. 

(4).  Put  the  lotus-foot  of  the  Lord  in  (thy)  breast ! 

Save  (thy  human)  body,  which  is  hard  to  get,  (from  further  transmigration) ! 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

LII.    CXXII. 

(1).  On  whom  he  bestows  his  own  mercy : 
That  man  utters  with  his  tongue  the  name. 

1  '©3^*HT  =  QdfcT>  tnou  wil'  8**  over>  on  account  of  the  rhyme  ('EnftofT)- 
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By  forgetting  tlie  name  the  pain  of  doubt  enters  (man). 

By  remembering  the  name  error  and  fear  flee. 

(2).  "Who  hears  the  praise  of  Hari,  who  sings  the  praise  of  Hari : 

That  man  pain  does  not  approach. 

(3).  The  man  who  serves  Hari  is  graceful. 

The  fire  of  the  Maya  does  not  affect  him. 

(4).  In  (his)  mind,  body  and  mouth  is  the  name  of  the  merciful  Hari. 

Nanak  (says) :  other  worldly  cares  are  abandoned  (by  him). 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
LIII.     CXXIII. 

(1).  Giving  up  cleverness  and  much  dexterity, 

I  kept  fast  the  perfect  Guru. 

Pause. 

Pains  become  extinct  having  sung  with  pleasure  the  praises  of  Hari. 

The  perfect  Guru  met  (with  me),  having  devoutly  meditated  (on  Hari). 

(2).  The  Guru  gave  (me)  the  mantra  of  the  name  of  Hari. 

Cares  were  effaced,  anxiety  went  off. 

(3).  Joys  sprang  up  by  meeting  with  the  Guru,  the  merciful. 

Bestowing  his  mercy  (on  me)  the  nooses  of  Yama  were  cut  asunder  (by  him). 

(4).  Nanak  says  :  (who)  has  obtained  the  perfect  Guru  : 

Him  the  Maya  does  not  again  overspread. 

Gaurl;  mahala  V. 
LIV.     CXXIV. 

(1).  (Thou  wast)  preserved  by  the  perfect  Guru  himself. 

The  fleshly-minded  ones  distress  overtook. 

Pause. 

0  my  friend,  mutter  the  Guru,  the  Guru ! 

Thy  face  will  become  bright  at  the  court  (of  Hari). 

(2).  Make  the  feet  of  the  Guru  dwell  in  thy  heart !  * 

(Thy)  pain,  enemies  and  misfortune  he  will  destroy. 

(3).  (If)  the  word  of  the  Guru  (be)  with  thee  as  a  companion  : 

All  creatures  become  kind  (to  thee),  0  brother ! 

(4).  "When  the  perfect  Guru  bestowed  his  mercy  (on  me) : 

1  became  fully  satisfied,1  says  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala,  V. 
LV.     CXXV. 
(1).  Many  relishes  he  enjoys  like  an  ox. 
The  thief  is  bound  by  the  rope  of  spiritual  blindness. 

Pause. 
(Man)  is  a  lifeless  body  if  destitute  of  the  society  of  the  pious. 
He  is  coming  and  going,  by  the  pain  of  the  womb  he  is  consumed. 

1  \r3Tj  s.f.  fulness,  satisfied  state. 
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(2).  Many  beautiful  clothes  are  put  on  (by  him). 

(But  they  are  like)  a  scare-crow  in  a  field,  (by  which)  (birds)  are  frightened  away.1 

(3).  All  other  bodies  are  of  (some)  use. 

(But)  the  human  (body)  is  of  no  use,  which  does  not  mutter  the  name. 

(4).  Nanak  says  :  to  whom  he  became  merciful : 

He,  having  joined  the  society  of  the  pious,  adores  Gopal. 

Gauri;  mahald  V. 

LYI.     CXXVI. 

(1).  In  the  Kali-yug  troubles  are  removed  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
Coming  and  going  is  put  a  stop  to,  all  comforts  (are  obtained). 


Pear  is  extinct,  the  fearless  Hari  is  meditated  upon. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  excellences  of  Hari  are  sung. 

(2).  Who  have  put  the  lotus-feet  in  their  heart : 

They  are  brought  over  the  sea  of  fire  by  the  Guru. 

(3).  Those,  who  were  continually  drowning,  are  drawn  out  by  the  perfect  Guru. 

Those,  who  were  broken  through  various  births,  are  refitted  again. 

(4).  Nanak  says :  I  am  devoted  to  that  Guru, 

By  meeting  with  whom  my  salvation  was  effected. 

Gaurl ;  mahald  V. 

LVII.     CXXVII. 

(1).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  fall  on  his  asylum ! 
Place  (thy)  heart  and  body  before  him ! 


Drink  the  nectar-name,  0  my  brother  ! 

Bemembering,  remembering  (it)  all  heat  (of  passions)  is  extinguished. 

(2).  Giving  up  conceit  put  a  stop  to  birth  and  death  ! 

Pay  reverence  to  the  feet  of  the  servants  of  Hari ! 

(3).  At  every  breath  think  of  the  Lord  in  (thy)  mind ! 

Collect  that  wealth,  which  goes  with  (thee) ! 

(4).  To  him  it  accrues,  on  whose  forehead  the  lot  (is  written). 

Nanak  says :  cling  to  his  feet ! 

Qauri;  mahald  V. 

LVIII.     CXXVIII. 

(1).  The  dry  ones  are  made  green  in  a  moment. 
Having  got  the  sight  of  the  nectar  they  are  vivified. 


The  afflictions  are  cut  off  by  the  perfect  Guru,  the  God. 
On  his  worshipper  his  own  worship  is  bestowed. 

1  The  words  are  very  obscure  and  without  a  free  rendering  unintelligible.      The  literal  translation 
runs  :  "as  by  a  scare-crow  (3U75T,  *•/•)  in  a  field  it  is  frightened." 
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(2).  Anxiety  is  effaced,  the  wish  of  the  heart  is  accomplished. 

By  the  true  Guru,  the  ahode  of  (all)  excellences,  mercy  is  bestowed. 

(3).  Troubles  fled,  comforts  settled  (in  the  heart). 

No  delay  intervened  when  they1  were  ordered  by  the  Guru. 

(4).  Their  desire  was  attained,  they  met  with  the  perfect  Guru. 

Nanak  (says) :  those  men  have  borne  good  fruit. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

LIX.     CXXIX. 

(1).  The  turmoils  are  passed,  tranquillity  has  set  in  from  the  Lord. 
Coolness  has  sprung  up,  by  the  Lord  (this)  gift  is  given. 

Pause. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  they  became  happy. 

Those,  who  were  separated  through  many  births,  are  united  (with  the  Lord). 

(2).  By  remembering,  by  remembering  the  name  of  the  Lord, 

The  place  of  all  diseases  is  destroyed. 

(3).  "With  natural  ease  he  utters  the  praise  of  Hari, 

Who  remembers  the  Lord  through  the  eight  watches. 

(4).  Pain  and  trouble  and  Tama  do  not  come  near  (him), 

Who  sings  the  praises  of  Hari,  says  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

LX.     CXXX. 

(1).  0  blessed  day,  0  blessed  event, 

By  which  the  supreme,  unfettered  Brahm  was  met  with. 


I  devote  myself  to  that  time, 

In  which  my  mind  mutters  the  name  of  Hari. 

(2).  Fruitful  are  those  forty-eight  minutes,  fruitful  those  twenty-four  minutes, 

In  which  my  tongue  utters  :  Hari,  Hari ! 

(3).  Fruitful  is  that  forehead,  by  means  of  which  I  shall  pay  reverence  to  the  saints. 

Pure  is  that  foot,  that  walks  in  the  way  of  Hari. 

(4).  Nanak  says :  blessed  is  my  destiny, 

By  reason  of  which  the  feet  of  the  pious  were  met  with. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

LXI.     CXXXI. 

(1).  Keep  the  word  of  the  Guru  in  thy  mind ! 
Bemembering  the  name  all  anxiety  departs. 

Pause. 
Without  the  Lord  there  is  none  other. 
He  alone  kills  and  preserves. 

1  tTT  3lf3  ~&5H \  y  >  when  they  {i.e.  the  Htf ,  the  comforts)  were  ordered  to  come. 
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(2).  Put  the  feet  of  the  Guru  in  (thy)  heart  and  breast ! 

The  ocean  of  fire  thou  wilt  cross  muttering  (the  name). 

(3).  Direct  (thy)  meditation  on  the  form  of  the  Guru ! 

Here  and  there  thou  wilt  obtain  honour. 

(4).  "Who  having  given  up  every  (thing)  comes  to  the  asylum  of  the  Guru  : 

His  anxieties  are  removed,  he  obtains  happiness,  (says)  Nanak. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

LXII.     CXXXII. 

(1).  By  remembering  whom  all  pain  passes  off, 

(And)  the  jewel  of  the  name  comes  and  dwells  in  the  mind  : 


Mutter,  0  my  heart,  the  praise  of  (that)  Govind ! 

The  tongue  of  the  pious  praises  Earn.1 

(2).  Without  the  One  there  is  none  other, 

By  whose  favourable  look  comfort  is  always  obtained. 

(3).  Make  the  One  thy  friend,  acquaintance  and  companion  ! 

The  word  "Hari,  Hari,"  write  in  thy  heart! 

(4).  The  Lord  is  contained  everywhere. 

Nanak  sings  the  praises  of  the  inward  governor. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 
LXIII.     CXXXIII. 

(1).  The  whole  world  is  sunk  in  fear. 

He  has  no  fear,  whose  support  is  the  name. 

Pause. 
Fear  cannot  enter  thy  asylum. 
"What  is  pleasing  to  thee,  that  (thou  art)  doing. 
(2).  There  is  grief  and  joy  in  coming  and  going. 
By  that  comfort  is  obtained,  what  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord. 
(3).  The  Maya  enters  the  great  ocean  of  fire. 
They  are  cool  (composed),  who  obtain  the  true  Guru. 
(4).  Keep  me,  0  Lord,  the  preserver  ! 
Nanak  says :  what  (can)  the  helpless  creature  do  ? 

Gauri  ;  mahala  V. 

LXIV.     CXXXIV. 

(1).  By  thy  mercy  the  name  is  muttered. 

By  thy  mercy  a  place  (is  obtained)  at  (thy)  threshold. 


"Without  thee,  0  Supreme  Brahm,  there  is  none  other. 
By  thy  mercy  comfort  is  always  obtained. 

1  The  words  of  this  line  must  be  constructed  thus  :  *ng  ,rT7S  sft  6*\C\  ~SW  ^tfl%. 

35 
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(2).  (If)  thou  dwellest  in  the  heart,  no  pain  befalls  (it). 

By  thy  meroy  suspense  and  fear  flee. 

(3-).  0  Supreme  Brahm,  0  boundless  Lord! 

(Thou  art)  the  inward  governor  of  all  bodies. 

(4).  I  offer  (this)  supplication  to  my  own  true  Guru  : 

May  the  name,  the  true  capital,  be  given  (to  me),  (says)  Nanak. 

Gauri ;  mahala  Y. 

LXV.     CXXXV. 

(1).  Like  empty  husks  without  a  grain  : 

So  are  (those)  empty,  (whose)  mouth  is  devoid  of  the  name. 

Pause. 
Mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  0  man ! 
"Woe  to  (thy)  body  void  of  the  name  and  being  another's  ! 
(2).  Without  the  name  there  is  no  good  lot  on  the  face. 
Without  the  husband  there  is  no  happy  married  state. 
(3).  Who,  having  forgotten  the  name,  takes  to  another  enjoyment: 
None  of  his  desires  will  be  accomplished. 
(4).  0  Lord,  bestow  on  me  thy  own  mercy  and  gift, 
(That)  Nanak  may  mutter  the  name  day  and  night. 

Gauri;  mahala  Y. 

LXYI.     CXXXVI. 

(1).  Thou  art  powerful,  thou  art  my  Lord. 
All  is  from  thee,  thou  art  the  inward  governor. 

Pause. 
Thou,  0  supreme,  omnipresent  Brahm  (art)  the  shelter  of  thy  servants. 
In  thy  asylum  are  crores  of  thy  servants  saved. 
(2).  All  creatures,  as  many  as  there  are,  are  thine. 
By  thy  mercy  many  comforts  (are  obtained). 
(3).  Whatever  exists,  all  is  thy  decree.1 

Who  comprehends  (thy)  order,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 
(4).  0  Lord,  in  mercy  bestow  (on  me)  (this)  gift, 
That  Nanak  may  remember  the  name  (containing)  the  (nine)  treasures. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

LXYII.     CXXXYII. 

(1).  (That)  very  fortunate  man  obtains  his  sight, 
Who  devoutly  meditates  on  the  name  of  Bam. 

Pause. 
In  whose  heart  Hari  dwells  : 

Him  no  pain  (befalls)  even  in  a  dream. 

1  i.e.  exists  by  thy  decree. 
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(2).  All  treasures  are  laid  up  in  (his)  people. 
In  their  society  Bins  and  pains  depart. 
(3).  The  greatness  of  (his)  people  cannot  be  told, 
(His)  people  are  absorbed  in  the  Supreme  Brahm. 
(4).  May  in  mercy  my  petition  be  heard,  0  Lord  ! 
May  the  dust  of  (thy)  slave  be  given  to  Nanak ! 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

LXVIIL     CXXXVIII. 

(1).  By  remembering  Hari  thy  calamity  goes  off. 
All  welfare  comes  and  dwells  in  thy  mind. 

Pause. 
Adore,  0  my  heart,  the  one  name  ! 
It  will  be  of  use  to  thy  soul. 

(2).  Night  and  day  sing  the  excellences  of  the  endless  one  ! 
The  mantra  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  spotless. 
(3).  Give  up  shifts,  hold  fast  the  One ! 
Taste  the  nectar-juice,  the  great  excellent  thing  ! 
(4).  The  difficult  ocean  (of  existence)  those  people  cross  : 
On  whom  he  bestows  a  favourable  look,  says  Xanak. 

Gaurl;  mahala  V. 

LXIX.     CXXXIX. 

(1).  "Who  put  the  lotus  feet  of  the  Lord  in  their  heart : 
They,  having  met  with  the  perfect  true  Guru,  are  saved. 

Pause. 
Sing  the  praises  of  Govind,  0  my  brother ! 
Having  met  with  the  pious  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari ! 
(2).  The  (human)  body,  which  is  hard  to  get,  becomes  approved  of. 
From  the  true  Guru  attention  to  the  name  is  obtained. 
(3).  By  remembering  Hari  the  perfect  degree1  is  attained. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  fear  and  error  are  effaced. 
(4).  Wherever  I  see,  there  he  {i.e.  Hari)  is  contained. 
Nanak,  the  slave,  is  in  the  asylum  of  Hari. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

LXX.     CXL. 

(1).  I  sacrifice  myself  to  the  sight  of  the  Guru. 
Continually  muttering  the  name  of  the  true  Guru  I  live. 


0  Supreme  Brahm,  0  perfect  Gur-dev  ! 

Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  (that)  I  may  apply  myself  to  thy  service. 

1  VH^  V?>  *ne  perfect  degree  =  final  emancipation. 


276  HAG  GATJRI,  MAH.  V.,  SABD  LXXI.-LXXIII.  (CXLI.— CXLIII.) 

(2).  The  lotus-feet  (of  Hari)  I  put  in  (my)  heart  and  breast. 

(My)  heart,  body  and  wealth  are  the  Guru's,  who  is  sustaining  (my)  life. 

(3).  (His)  life  becomes  fruitful  and  approved  of: 

Who  considers  the  Guru,  the  Supreme  Brahm  (as  being)  near. 

(4).  The  dust  of  the  saints  is  obtained  by  the  very  fortunate. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  meeting  with  the  Guru  devout  meditation  on  Hari  is  made. 

Gauri ;  makala  Y. 

LXXI.     CXLI. 

(1).  He  does  wicked  works  and  shows  (outwardly)  other  ones  (i.e.  good  ones). 
(But)  at  the  threshold  of  Bam  the  thief  is  bound. 

Pause. 
"Who  utters :  Bam  !  he  is  a  devotee  of  Bam.1 

In  water,  earth  and  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  the  One  is  contained. 
(2).  In  his  heart  is  poison,  (but)  with  his  mouth  he  utters  nectar. 
In  the  city  of  Tama  he  is  bound  and  struck  in  his  face. 
(3).  Within  the  screen  (=  secretly)  he  practises  many  passions. 
(But)  in  a  moment  he  will  become  manifest  in  the  world. 
(4).  Who  inwardly  is  delighted  with  the  true  name : 
To  him,  (says)  Nanak,  the  ordainer  (of  all  things)  is  merciful. 

Gauri ;  mahalu  V. 

LXXII.     CXLII. 

(1).  The  colour  of  Bam  never  goes  off  (from  him) : 
Whom  the  perfect  Guru  instructs. 

Pause. 

The  mind  that  is  steeped  in  the  colour  of  Hari  is  true. 

The  Spirit,  the  ordainer  (of  all  things),  is  filling  in  the  red  colour. 

(2).  Who,  sitting  in  the  society  of  the  saints,  sings  his  excellences: 

His  colour  does  not  go  off. 

(3).  Without  remembering  Hari  no  happiness  is  obtained. 

All  the  other  relishes  of  the  Maya  are  insipid. 

(4).  Those,  who  were  coloured  by  the  Guru,  became  happy. 

Nanak  says  :  (to  whom)  the  Guru  became  compassionate. 

Gauri;  mahala  V. 
LXXIII.     CXLIII. 

(1).  By  remembering  the  Lord  sins  flee  away, 
Happiness,  tranquillity  and  joy  settle  (in  the  heart). 


The  people  of  Bam  have  faith  in  Bam. 

By  muttering  the  name  all  anxiety  is  done  away. 

1  <JT»TTOT  (tTWTST).  a  devotee  of  Ram,  uttering  continually :    Ram,  Ram  !     They  are  now  known  for 
their  impure  practices. 
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(2).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  there  is  no  fear  nor  doubtfulness.1 

The  praises  of  Gopal  are  sung  day  and  night. 

(3).  The  fetters  are  broken  by  the  J,ord  out  of  mercy. 

The  protection  of  the  lotus-foot  is  given  to  them. 

(4).  Nanak  says  :  in  their  mind  clear  apprehension  (of  truth)  is  made. 

His  servants  continually  drink  (=  enjoy)  spotless  renown.2 

Gauri ;  mahala.  V. 
LXXIV.     CXLIV. 

(1).  "Whose  mind  is  fixed  on  the  feet  of  Hari : 
His  pain,  trouble  and  doubt  flee  away. 


"Who  is  dealing  in  the  wealth  of  Hari,  he  is  perfect. 

"Whom  he  {i.e.  Hari)  cherishes,  that  man  is  a  hero. 

(2).  To  whom  the  Lord  became  compassionate  : 

Those  men  cling  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  (They  enjoy)  happiness,  tranquillity,  quiet  and  joy. 

Continually  muttering  the  supreme  bliss  (=the  Lord)  they  live. 

(4).  The  capital  of  the  name  is  acquired  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Nanak  says :  by  the  Lord  (their)  affliction  is  cut  off. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

LXXV.     CXLV. 

(1).  By  remembering  Hari  all  troubles  are  effaced. 
The  lotus-feet  enter  the  heart. 

Pause. 

"Utter  the  name  of  Earn  a  hundred  thousand  times ! 

Thou  wilt  drink  nectar-juice  by  love  to  the  Lord.3 

(2).  There  is  comfort,  tranquillity,  enjoyment  and  great  happiness. 

Continually  muttering  the  supreme  bliss  ( =  the  Lord)  they  live. 

(3).  Lust,  wrath,  covetousness  and  passion  are  removed. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  all  blemishes  are  washed  away. 

(4).  Bestow  mercy,  0  Lord,  who  art  compassionate  to  the  poor ! 

May  to  Nanak  the  dust  of  the  pious  be  given ! 

Gauri;  mahala  V. 
LXXVI.     CXLVI. 

(1).  "Whose  gifts  one  puts  on  and  eats : 

How  is  indolence  towards  him  becoming,  0  mother  ? 

1  ddl  ^=  Sansk.  ^CTfsfT,  final  %  being  lengthened  on  account  of  the  rhyme  and  medial  n  assimilated  to  t. 

1  yffi  (<snT?0  s'gnifies  m  Sanskrit  also  "  water,"  but  this  meaning  is  uncommon  and  does  not  fit  the 
context. 

3  V3  fV*MI <fl !  fVWTtft  cannot  be  here  the  feminine  of  f\T*HT3T>  hut  must  be  taken  as  ablative 
of  fipXTcT)  final  short  i  being  lengthened  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 
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Pause. 

"Who,  having  forgotten  the  Lord,  sticks  to  another  -work  : 

He  gives  away  a  gem  for  a  shell. 

(2).  Forsaking  the  Lord  he  takes  to  other  objects  of  desire. 

Iu  paying  obeisance  to  the  slave  how  (shall)  lustre  (be  obtained)  ? 

(3).  He  enjoys  nectar-juice,  food  and  drink. 

By  whom  they  are  given,  him  the  dog  does  not  know. 

(4).  Nanak  says:  we  are  untrue  to  our  salt  (  =  ungrateful). 

Pardon  us,  0  Lord,  thou  inward  governor ! 

Qaurl ;  rnakald  V. 

LXXVII.     CXLVII. 

(1).  Meditation  in  the  mind  (on)  the  feet  of  the  Lord 
Is  (equal  to)  bathing  and  ablution  at  all  Tirthas. 


By  remembering  Hari  every  day,  0  my  brother  ! 

The  filth  of  crores  of  births  goes  off. 

(2).  By  whom  the  report  about  Hari  is  fixed  in  his  heart  : 

He  gets  all  the  fruits,  his  mind  is  desiring. 

(3).  (His)  life  and  death  and  birth  are  approved  of : 

In  whose  heart  the  Lord  dwells. 

(4).  Nanak  says  :  those  men  are  perfect, 

"Whose  lot  is  the  dust  of  the  pious. 

Gaurl ;  mahalu  V. 

LXXVIII.     CXLVIII. 

(1).  Who  is  eating  and  putting  on  clothes  and  denies  it : ' 
Him  the  messenger  of  Dharm-rai  (Yama)  overpowers. 

Pause. 

Who  turns  away  his  face  from  him,  by  whom  soul  and  body  are  given : 

He  wanders  through  crores  of  births  and  many  wombs. 

(2).  This  is  the  manner  of  the  Sakat : 

Whatever  he  does,  all  is  perverse. 

(3).  By  whom  soul  and  life,  mind  and  body  are  sustained : 

That  Lord  is  forgotten  from  (his)  mind. 

(4).  Many  papers  are  written  (with  reference  to)  the  destruction  of  the  passions.2 

Nanak  (says) :  deliverance  (is  obtained  from)  the  ocean  of  mercy  and  happiness. 


0  Supreme  Brahm,  (I  am)  in  thy  asylum. 

(Whose)  bonds  thou  cuttest,  he  crosses  by  means  of  the  name  of  Hari. 

1  *wfd  trrfS,  denies  it,  i.e.  that  all  is  the  gift  of  God. 

2  "EfT?  f*l°<  I  d  ;  "EN  must  here  be  taken  as  substantive  (TPTT  =  ^TV)>  destruction. 
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Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

LXXIX.     CXLIX. 

(1).  According  to  his  own  desire  he  was  made  (my)  friend  : 

(By  whom)  all  wishes  and  the  post  of  final  emancipation  are  given. 

Pause. 
Every  one  should  make  such  a  one  his  friend  : 
By  whom  nobody  is  disappointed. 

(2).  According  to  his  own  liking  he  was  put  into  (my)  heart : 
By  whom  all  pains,  troubles  and  diseases  are  severed. 
(3).  (My)  tongue  became  accustomed  to  say  r  Ram ! 
All  (my)  works  are  accomplished  (thereby). 
(4).  Many  times  Nanak  is  a  sacrifice. 
The  sight  of  my  Govind  is  fruitful. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

LXXX.     CL. 

(1).  Crores  of  obstacles  are  done  away  in  a  moment, 

(If)  in  the  society  of  the  pious  one  proclaims  the  story  of  Hari,  Hari. 


(Who  is)  drinking  the  juice  of  Ram,  (the  recital)  of  whose  excellences  is  nectar: 

His  hunger  is  taken  away  by  attending  to  the  feet  of  Hari. 

(2).  He  has  all  welfare,  comfort,  tranquillity  and  treasures: 

In  whose  heart  the  Lord  dwells. 

(3).  Medicine,  charms  and  spells  are  all  ashes. 

Hold  fast  the  creator  in  thy  heart ! 

(4).  (If)  abandoning  all  doubts  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  adored  : 

This  is,  says  Nanak,  a  virtue  that  will  last  for  ever. 

Gauri;  mahala  V. 

LXXXI.     CLI. 

(1).  (With  whom)  that  Guru  meets,  bestowing  mercy  (on  him) : 
Him  no  disease  overtakes  and  enters.1 

Pause. 
Who  is  uttering  :  Ram  !  crosses  the  ocean  of  fear. 
In  the  asylum  of  (this)  hero  the  papers  of  Tama  are  torn  to  pieces. 
(2).  By  the  true  Guru  the  mantra  of  the  name  of  Hari  is  given. 
By  taking  this  the  affairs  (of  a  man)  are  accomplished.4 

(3).  Recitation  (of  the  name),  austerity,  control  of  the  senses,  perfect  greatness  (obtains  he)  : 
(To  whom)  the  compassionate  Guru  Hari  has  become  a  helper. 
(4).  Conceit,  illusion,  error,  are  removed  by  the  Guru. 
He  sees  the  Supreme  Brahm  spread  out  (everywhere),  (says)  Nanak. 

1  Xrf?5,  past  part.  conj.  from  TTS5^T  (i>-a.),  to  go  round  and  get  before  =  to  overtake. 

2  WfTTcT  (=  Sansk.  -4||3|3T)>  taking,  laying  hold  of. 
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Gaurl;  mahald  V. 

LXXXIL     CLII. 

(I).  He  is  heavily  blind  by  being  filled  "with  worldly  affairs. 
It  is  painful  to  him,  (if  one)  remind  (him)  of  the  name  of  Ham  ! 

Pause. 
Even  thou  art  greatness  to  thy  servant. 
Him,  who  is  sunk  in  the  Maya,  thou  marchest  off  to  hell. 
(2).  Seized  by  sickness  he  remembers  the  name. 

(But)  he  who  is  intoxicated  with  poison,  (finds)  no  place  nor  spot  (of  rest). 
(3).  "Who  is  in  love  with  the  lotus-feet : 
He  does  not  think  of  other  pleasures. 
(4).  I  will  continually  remember  the  Lord. 
Join  Nanak,  0  Hari,  the  inward  governor ! 

Gaurl ;  mahald  V. 

LXXXIII.     CLIII. 

(1).  The  eight  watches  the  highway  robbers1  (were)  (my)  companions. 
They  were  mercifully  removed  by  the  Lord. 

Pause. 
Such  a  taste  of  Hari  every  one  should  enjoy. 
Every  inclination  of  the  mind  that  Lord  is  fulfilling. 
(2).  Over  the  very  hot  ocean  of  the  world 
The  Lord  is  ferrying  in  a  moment. 
(3).  The  many  fetters  cannot  be  broken. 

(But)  by  remembering  the  name  one  gets  the  fruit  of  final  emancipation. 
(4).  By  contrivance  and  dexterity  nothing  (is  effected)  by  this  one  (=  by  me). 
(If)  he  bestow  his  mercy  (on  me),  Nanak  sings  his  praises. 

• 

Gaurl;  mahald  V. 

LXXXIV.     CLIV. 

(1).  (Who)  has  obtained  as  capital  the  name  of  Hari : 

He  passes  through  the  world,  all  his  affairs  are  accomplished. 

Pause. 
By  him,  whose  lot  is  great,  the  praise  of  Hari  is  sung. 
0  Supreme  Brahm,  if  thou  give  it,  then  it  is  obtained. 
(2).  Hold  fast  the  feet  of  Hari  in  thy  heart  and  breast ! 
Bising  thou  wilt  pass  over  the  ocean  of  existence. 
(3).  Every  one  should  acquire  the  society  of  the  pious. 
(He  will)  always  (enjoy)  welfare,  pain  will  not  again  affect  him. 
(4).  With  love  and  devotion  adore  the  abode  of  (all)  virtues  (=  God) ! 
Nanak  (says) :  at  (his)  threshold  honour  will  be  obtained. 

1  The  qdc-i^  or  highway  robbers  are  the  five  :  STR,  ^Xf,  &3,  fa,  1HTTSIT3- 
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Oauri ;  mahala  V. 

LXXXV.     CLV. 

(1).  In  water,  earth  and  on  the  face  of  the  earth  is  Hari,  the  friend,  omnipresent. 
Doubts  are  (thereby)  done  away,  his  excellences  are  continually  sung. 

Pause. 

In  rising  and  sleeping  Hari  is  a  watchman  with  (me), 

Eemembering  whom  there  is  no  fear1  of  Yama. 

(2).  The  lotus-feet  of  the  Lord  are  dwelling  in  (my)  heart. 

Every  pain  is  (thereby)  effaced. 

(3).  (My)  hope,  trust  and  wealth  is  the  One. 

In  (my)  heart  I  rely  on  the  wholesale  merchant. 

(4).  The  very  humble  and  friendless  pious  people 

Are  protected  by  the  Lord,  holding  out  his  hand  to  them . 

Gaurl ;  maJmla  V. 

LXXXVI.     CLVI. 

(1).  Having  made  ablution  in  the  name  of  Hari  they  (are)  pure. 

(They  get  thereby)  crores  of  meritorious  deeds  done  at  an  eclipse,  many  fruits  (of  their  good  works).8 

Pause. 
If  the  feet  of  Hari  dwell  in  the  heart : 
The  blemishes  of  many  births  pass  away. 

(2).  As  reward  for  praising  Hari  in  the  society  of  the  pious  (this)  is  obtained  : 
(That)  the  road  of  Tama  does  not  come  into  sight. 
(3).  (Whose)  support  Govind  is  in  mind,  word  and  deed : 
From  him  the  world,  the  baneful  thing,  recedes. 
(4).  Who  in  mercy  is  made  his  own  by  Hari : 
He,  (says)  Nanak,  is  muttering  (the  name),  he  is  muttering  Hari. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
LXXXVII.     CLVII. 

(1).  Fall  on  (his)  asylum  !  by  whom  Hari  is  known  : 

(Their)  mind  and  body  become  cool,  being  attached  to  the  feet  of  Hari. 


Who  do  not  settle  in  their  heart  the  Lord,  the  destroyer  of  fear  : 

They  pass  in  continual  alarm  through  many  births. 

(2).  In  whose  heart  the  name  of  Hari  dwells : 

All  his  designs  and  affairs  are  accomplished. 

(3).  In  whose  power  birth,  old  age  and  death  are  : 

That  powerful  (Lord)  remember  at  (every)  breath  and  morsel ! 

1  33^KT  =  W3>  *•*»■  fear>  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 

2  The  sense  is :  bathing  in  the  name  of  Hari  =  muttering  the  name  of  Hari,  is  equal  to  crores  of  meritorious 
works  done  at  an  eclipse,  which  bring  in  many  fruits  (rewards).  At  a  3TvT2C  or  eclipse  it  is  very  meritorious 
to  give  alms,  etc. 

36 
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(4).  (My)  friend,  sweetheart  and  companion  is  the  one  Lord. 
The  name  of  the  Lord  is  the  support  of  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

LXXXVI1I.     CLVIII. 

(1).  Outside  (the  house)  he  is  kept  fast  (by  me)  remembering  (him)  in  (my)  heart. 
(We)  return  home  taking  Govind  with  (us). 

Pause. 

The  name  of  Hari,  Hari  (goes)  with  the  saints. 

(Their)  mind  and  body  are  imbued  with  love  to  Earn. 

(2).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  ocean  (of  existence)  is  crossed. 

All  the  impurities  of  the  (former)  births  are  removed. 

(3).  The  remembrance  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  (brings  in)  lustre. 

The  mantra  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  pure. 

(4).  In  (my)  heart  (there  is)  attentive  regard  to  the  lotus-feet. 

Nanak  lives  by  seeing  (their)  splendour. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

LXXXIX.     CLIX. 

(1).  Blessed  is  that  place,  where  the  praises  of  Govind  are  sung. 
"Welfare  and  happiness  are  made  to  dwell  (there)  by  the  Lord  himself. 


Calamity  is  there,  where  Hari  is  not  remembered. 

Crores  of  joys  are  there,  where  they  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(2).  By  forgetting  Hari  many  troubles  and  diseases  (set  in). 

(Where)  the  Lord  is  served,  Tama  does  not  come  near. 

(3).  That  is  a  very  blessed,  immovable  place  : 

Where  only  the  name  of  the  Lord  is  muttered. 

(4).  Wherever  I  go,1  there  my  Lord  is  with  (me). 

With  Nanak  the  inward  governor  is  united. 

Gaurl;  mahala  V. 

XC.     CLX. 

(1).  The  man  that  meditates  on  Govind  : 

Be  he  learned  (or)  unlearned,  attains  the  highest  state  (=  final  emancipation). 

Pause. 
Remember  Gopal  in  the  society  of  the  pious  ! 
Without  the  name  wealth  and  property  are  (but)  false  (=  useless). 
(2).  That  man  is  handsome,  clever  and  intelligent : 
By  whom  the  decree  of  the  Lord  is  heeded. 
(3).  In  the  world  that  (man)  is  approved  of  : 
Who  knows  his  Lord  (as  being)  in  everybody. 

1  tKT  TTTTfWh  literally:  "wherever  it  is  gone." 
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(4).  Nanak  says  :  whose  lot  is  perfect : 
His  mind  is  fixed  on  the  feet  of  Hari. 

Gauri  ;■  mahald  V. 
XCI.     CLXI. 

Pause. 

The  Sakat  does  not  keep  company  with  the  servant  of  Hari. 
That  one  is  worldly-minded,  this  one  has  love  to  Earn. 
(1).  Like  as  one,1  who  rides  (only)  in  his  thoughts,  dresses  out  a  mare. 
Like  as  a  eunuch  causes  a  woman  to  be  brought  to  him.2 
(2).  (Like  as)  one,  putting  a  rope  on  an  ox,  causes  it  to  be  milked. 
(Like  as)  one,  being  mounted  on  a  cow,  runs  after  a  lion. 

(3).  (Like  as)  one,  taking  a  jenny-ass3  and  considering  her  as  the  cow,  that  grants  all  desires, 
worships  her. 

(Like  as)  one  runs  after  traffic  without  a  capital. 

(4).  Nanak  (says)  :  mutter  the  name  of  Earn  in  thy  mind  ! 

Eemember  the  Lord  Hari,  he  is  (thy)  friend. 

Gauri;  mahald  V. 

XCII.     CLXII. 

(1).  That  is  called  a  pure  mind  and  firm  : 
"Which  drinks  the  elixir  of  Ram,  0  brother  ! 

Pause. 

By  making  the  feet  of  Hari  (one's)  support  in  the  heart : 

Release  is  effected  from  birth  and  death. 

(2).  That  body  is  spotless,  from  which  no  sin  springs. 

By  love  to  Ram  it  is  of  pure  dignity. 

(3).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  passions  are  extinguished. 

Higher  than  all  is  this  assistance  (of  the  pious). 

(4).  Who  are  imbued  with  love  and  affection  to  GrSpal : 

The  dust  of  (those)  pious  men  Nanak  asks. 

Gauri;  mahald  V. 

XCIII.     CLXIII. 

(1).  In  whom  such  an  affection  to  Gopal  has  sprung  up  : 
Those  men  of  a  full  great  lot  are  united  (with  him). 

Pause. 
As  a  wife  is  happy  seeing  her  husband : 
So  the  people  of  Hari  live  by  remembering  the  name. 

1  The  following  lines  are  meant  to  show  the  incongruity  of  the  friendship  of  the  servant  of  Hari  and  the 
Sakat.  To  make  the  sense  clear,  there  must  be  supplied :  their  company  or  friendship  is  as  incongruous  as 
if  one,  etc. 

2  in3T«J25T  =  "MxJlGcM.  to  cause  to  arrive,  to- be  brought. 

3  3TI3U>  *•/•  here  jenny-ass  (=  t(3T)  ;  it  may  also  signify :  sheep,  which  does  not  suit  the  context  here. 
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(2).  As  a  mother  lives  seeing  (her)  son  : 

So  are  the  people  of  Hari  thoroughly  in  love  with  him. 

(3).  (As)  the  covetous  one  is  happy  seeing  wealth  (coming  in) : 

(So)  the  mind  of  the  pious  is  fixed  on  the  lotus-feet. 

(4).  May  not  a  hit  be  forgotten  the  liberal  donor ! 

The  Lord  of  Nanak  is  the  soul's  support. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
XCIV.     CLXIV. 

Pause. 

Those  men,  who  are  accustomed  to  the  elixir  of  Earn  : 

Are  imbued  with  love  and  affection  to  the  lotus-feet. 

(1).  All  other  juices  appear  as  ashes. 

Without  the  name  the  world  is  devoid  of  fruit. 

(2).  From  the  blind  well '  they  are  drawn  out  by  himself. 

The  qualities  of  Gopal  are  of  wonderful  majesty. 

(3).  In  tree  and  grass  and  in  the  three  worlds  Gopal  is  omnipresent. 

The  creatures  are  the  expansion  of  Brahm ;  the  merciful  is  with  (them). 

(4).  'Nanak  says  :  this  is  the  best  tale, 

Which  the  creator  approves  of. 

Gaurl ;   mahala  V. 

XCV.     CLXV. 

Pause. 

Continually  ablution  in  the  pond  of  Earn  should  be  made  ! 

Stirring  up  the  great  juice  the  nectar  of  Hari  should  be  drunk  ! 

(1).  The  name  of  Govind  is  a  pure  water. 

Who  bathes  therein,  all  (his)  affairs  are  accomplished. 

(2).  If  approval2  of  the  saints  and  conversation  with  (them)  be  made  : 

One  clears  away  the  blemishes  of  crores  of  births. 

(3).  (Who)  remembers  the  pious,  he  is  happy. 

In  his  mind  and  body  the  highest  bliss  (=  the  Supreme)  is  contained. 

(4).  To  whose  lot  the  treasures  of  the  feet  of  Hari  fall : 

To  him  Nanak,  the  slave,  sacrifices  himself. 

Gauri  ;  mahala  V. 

XCVI.     CLXVI. 

Pause. 
Do  that  by  which  no  dirt  will  stick  to  thee ! 
In  the  praise  of  Hari  this  mind  should  wake ! 
(1).  Eemember  the  One  (and  do  not  entertain)  a  second  love ! 

l>fa?V>  a  Wind  well,  the  mouth  of  which  is  covered  and  into  which  people  fall  unawares. 
2  3vT>  *•»»•  (Marathl   still   <Tf),  approval,  agreement.      But  the   word  is   not  of  Persian  origin,  it  is 
derived  from  the  same  source  as  the  SindhI  ~&W ,  concord. 
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In  the  society  of  the  saints  mutter  the  name  alone  ! 

(2).  (He  performs)  religious  works,  observances,  vows,  and  worship  : 

"Who  does  not  know  another  besides  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

(3).  His  toil  has  come  to  an  end : 

Whose  affection  rests  with  his  own  Lord. 

(4).  That  Vaishnava  (devotee)  is  boundless  (Supreme): 

By  whom  (his)  passions  are  abandoned,  says  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

XCVII.     CLXVII. 

(1).  Whilst  living  the  fools  give  (him)  up.1 

Has  any  one  after  his  death  been  benefitted  (by  him)? 


Bemember  G5vind  in  (thy)  heart  and  body,  (this  is)  written  (for  thee)  from  the  beginning. 

The  material  world  is  not  of  any  use  (to  thee). 

(2).  Whoever  is  deceived  by  the  material  world  : 

His  thirst  will  never  cease. 

(3).  The  dreadful  afflictions,  the  world,  which  is  hard  to  cross : 

How  will  he  without  the  name  of  Bam  get  through  them  ? 

(4).  Having  joined  the  pious  he  accomplishes  (=  saves)  both  families  : 2 

Who  adores  the  name  of  Bam,  says  Nanak. 

Oaurl;  mahala  V. 

XCVIII.     CLXVIII. 

(1).  (If  any  one)  stroke  out  his  beard  against  the  humble  : 
That  (beard)  is  burnt  in  fire  by  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

Pause. 
The  creator  and  administerer  of  full  justice, 
He  is  protecting  his  own  servant. 

(2).  From  the  beginning,  from  the  beginning  of  the  ages  his  majesty  is  manifest. 
The  calumniator  has  died,  great  distress  befalls  him. 
(3).  Who  is  killed  by  Him,  him  none  preserves. 
Before  and  after3  his  report  is  bad. 

(4).  His  own  servants  he  protects,  putting  them  to  his  neck  : 
(Who)  in  the  asylum  of  Hari  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

Oaurl ;  mahala  V. 
XCIX.     CLXIX. 

(1).  By  himself  their  declaration  is  made  false.4 
Affliction  befalls  the  sinner. 

1  No  hint  whatever  is  given  what  the  object  of  gTrfaJ  "rllfvl  is ;  we  suppose,  it  is  Hari  or  the  name.    The 
sense  seems  to  be :  whilst  living  they  do  not  care  about  Hari  and  after  their  death  it  is  too  late. 
1  i.e.  the  father's  and  the  mother's  family. 

'  WT^  VT^»  before  and  after,  i.e.  in  the  future  and  in  this  world. 
4  ^drld>  Arabic  .■£•*" »  declaration,  deposition.    Their  declaration  is  made  false  =  proved  to  be  false. 
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Pause. 
"Whose  assistant  my  Govind  is  : 
Him  Tama  does  not  approach. 
(2).  "Who  speaks  falsehood  at  the  true  court : 

(That)  Mind  fool  dashes  down  his  head  and  hands  (in  token  of  grief). 
(3).  Sickness  enters  them,  who  commit  sin. 
The  Lord  himself  sits  down  administering  justice. 
(4).  By  their  own  work  they  are  bound.1 
All  (their)  wealth  is  gone  (lost)  with  (their)  life. 
(5).  Nanak  falls  on  the  asylum  and  court  (of  Hari). 
My  honour  is  preserved  by  my  creator. 

Gaurl ;  mahald  V. 
C.     CLXX. 

Pause. 

Him  he  lets  acquire  the  dust  of  (his)  servant,  which  is  sweet  to  the  mind  : 

(To  whom)  it  is  written  from  the  beginning  by  reason  of  former  works.2 

(1).  "Whose  mind  is  deeply  imbued  with  egotism  filling  the  heart : 3 

They  (become)  pure  by  cleansing  it  in  the  dust  of  the  pious. 

(2).  (Though)  they  bathe  (their)  body  in  many  waters  : 

The  dirt  does  not  go  off,  they  do  not  (become)  pure. 

(3).  (When)  the  true  Guru,  who  is  always  compassionate,  has  met  with  (them) : 

(Then)  remembering  continually  Hari  the  fear  of  death  is  cut  off. 

(4).  Emancipation,  joined  with  enjoyment,  is  the  name  of  Hari  (to  him) : 

(Who)  with  love  and  devotion  sings  his  excellences,  (says)  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

CI.     CLXXI. 

(1).  (Those)  servants  of  Hari  (have  attained)  to  the  station  of  life  (  =  emancipation) : 
To  whom  their  own  spirit  has  become  manifest.4 

Pause. 

Having  heard  the  remembrance  (  =  recital)  of  Hari  with  thy  mind  and  ears, 
Thou  wilt  obtain  happiness  at  the  gate  of  Hari,  0  man  ! 
(2).  The  eight  watches  Gopal  should  be  meditated  upon  ! 
Nanak,  having  seen  his  sight,  is  happy. 

1  The  sense  is  :  they  must  eat  the  fruits  of  their  own  works. 

2  i.e.  works  done  in  a  former  life. 

3  *H  JyfM  must  here  be  taken  as  two  separate  words :  JH7J  =  ZrQ  egotism  and  "jrfcf  mind,  to  which  the 
verb  r^mijT  as  predicate  is  referred. 

4  i.e.  as  the  Spirit  of  the  Supreme  ;  who  have  identified  themselves  with  the  Supreme,  their  spirit  being 
identical  with  him. 
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Oaurl ;  mahald  V. 

cir.   clxxii. 

Pause. 

Tranquillity  has  set  in,  it  is  obtained  from  the  Guru  Govind. 

Distress  and  sins  are  extinct,  0  my  brother  ! 

(1).  Praise  always  the  name  of  Earn  with  thy  tongue  ! 

Diseases  become  extinct,  prosperity  sets  in. 

(2).  Eeflect  on  the  excellences  of  the  unattainable  Supreme  Brahm  ! 

In  the  consociation  of  the  pious  salvation  is  (obtained). 

(3).  Sing  continually  the  spotless  excellences  (of  Hari) ! 

Sickness  departs,  the  pious  people  are  saved,  0  friend ! 

(4).  In  mind,  word  and  deed  I  meditate  on  my  own  Lord. 

Nanak,  thy  slave,  is  in  thy  asylum. 

Gaurl;  mahald  V. 
CIII.     CLXXIII. 

Pause. 
The  eye  was  brightened  by  the  Gurdev. 
Doubts  departed,  (my)  worship  was  made  complete. 
(1).  Prom  the  small-pox  he  was  preserved  by  the  sporting  (Krishna).1 
The  Lord,  the  Supreme  Brahm,  bestowed  mercy  (on  him).2 
(2).  Nanak  (says)  :  who  mutters  the  name,  he  lives. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  drinks  the  nectar  of  Hari. 

Gaurl;  mahala'Y. 

CIV.     CLXXIV. 

(1).  Blessed  is  that  forehead,  blessed  are  thy  eyes ! 
Blessed  are  those  devotees,  who  have  love  to  thee ! 


How  should  happiness  be  obtained  without  the  name  ? 
With  the  tongue  the  glory  of  the  name  of  Earn  should  be  told  ! 
(2).  One  should  become  a  sacrifice  for  those  : 
By  whom  the  highest  bliss  is  muttered.8 

Gauri;  mahald  V. 

CV.     CLXXV. 

(1).  Thou  (art  my)  counsel,  thou  (art)  with  (me). 

Thou  protectest  (me),  remembering  (me)  and  taking  care  of  (me). 

Pause. 
Such  a  helper  is  Earn  in  this  and  the  next  world. 
The  honour  of  his  servant  he  protects,  0  my  brother ! 

1  fydlcTl;  Sansk.  f%j|"rf^«^,  sporting,  amusing  oneself;  an  epithet  of  Krishna. 

2  This  verse  is  said  to  refer  to  the  recovery  of  the  son  of  Arjun  from  the  small-pox. 

3  lAdHlcN,  Sansk.  fsf^n!r>  tne  highest  bliss  =  \rHHT2Pf »  an  epithet  of  the  Supreme. 
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(2).  Onwards  he  himself  is,1  in  whose  power  this  place  (  =  w,orld)  is. 

The  eight  watches  (my)  heart  (therefore)  mutters  Hari. 

(3).  (With)  honour  he  is  approved  of,  who  is  intent  on  the  True  one.2 

To  whom  he  himself  gives  the  order. 

(4).  He  himself  is  the  liberal  donor,  he  himself  cherishes  (him): 

(Who)  continually  takes  to  heart  the  name  of  Earn. 

Oaurl ;  mahala  V. 

CVI.     CLXXVI. 

(1).  The  perfect  true  Guru  becomes  compassionate  (to  him) : 
In  (whose)  heart  Gopal  always  dwells. 

Pause. 
Who  praises  Earn,  obtains  always  happiness. 
The  omnipresent  Hari,  the  King,  bestows  mercy  (on  him). 
(2).  Hanak  says  :  whose  lot  is  perfect : 
(To  him)  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  (gives)  a  firm  auspicious  state. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

CVII.     CLXXVII. 

(1).  Having  unloosed  his  Dhoti3  he  spreads  it  on  the  ground. 
Like  a  donkey  he  appeases  his  belly. 

Pause. 

Without  (religious)  works  final  emancipation  is  not  obtained. 

The  boon  of  final  emancipation  (is  obtained),  (if)  the  name  be  meditated  upon. 

(2).  He  is  practising  worship,  the  tilak  and  ablution. 

Having  drawn  out  a  knife  he  takes  gifts  with  his  hands.4 

(3).  He  reads  with  his  mouth  the  Veda,  the  sweet  word, 

(But)  is  killing  living  creatures,  and  has  no  regard  for  a  living  being. 

(4).  Nanak  says :  on  whom  he  bestows  mercy  : 

(His)  heart  (is)  pure  (and)  meditates  on  Brahm. 

Oaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CVIII.     CLXXVIII. 

Pause. 

Sit  steadily  in  your  house,  0  ye  beloved  people  of  Hari ! 
By  the  true  Guru  your  affairs  are  adjusted. 
(1).  The  wicked  intoxicated  ones5  are  killed  by  the  Lord. 
The  honour  of  his  people  is  preserved  by  the  creator. 

1  WrS?  *WTfW'>  onwards  he  himself  is,  i.e.  in  the  future  world  God  himself  is,  dwells. 

2  TfH  Al^IcN ;  Al'tllcN  is  here  verb  =  75^TI%  ;  jf^lcNAI  governs  the  Accusative  or  the  Locative. 

3  The  Dhoti  is  a  piece  of  cloth  wrapped  round  the  waist,  passing  between  the  legs  and  tucked  up  behind, 
supplying  the  place  of  our  trousers. 

*  tie  threatens  with  his  drawn  knife,  if  gifts  be  not  given  to  him. 
5  The  ^Wi  ^3  are :  5TR  ^T.  etc. 
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(2).  All  emperors  and  kings  are  subjected  (by  him  to  them) : 
"Who  drink  the  great  juice  of  the  nectar-name. 
(3).  Free  from  fear  adore  the  Lord ' 

w 

(Who)  joins  the  society  of  the  pious,  (on  him)  (this)  gift  is  bestowed. 
(4).  ("We)  have  fallen  on  the  asylum  of  the  Lord,  the  inward  governor. 
Nanak  has  seized  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord  God. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  Y. 

CIX.     CLXXIX. 
(1).  Who  are  imbued  with  love  to  Hari  do  not  burn  in  Are. 
"Who  are  imbued  with  love  to  Hari,  them  the  Maya  does  not  deceive. 
Who  are  imbued  with  love  to  Hari  are  not  drowned  in  water. 
Who  are  imbued  with  love  to  Hari  bear  good  fruit. 


All  (their)  fear  is  effaced  by  thy  name. 

Meeting  with  the  assembly  (of  the  pious)  they  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari,  Hari. 

(2).  All  anxiety  of  him,  who  is  in  love  with  Hari,  is  extinguished. 

He  is  enraptured  with  Hari,  who  has  the  mantra  of  the  pious. 

Who  is  in  love  with  Hari  is  not  afraid  of  Tama. 

Who  is  in  love  with  Hari,  his  wish  is  fulfilled. 

(3).  Who  is  in  love  with  Hari,  him  pain  does  not  befall. 

Who  is  in  love  with  Hari  is  daily  awake. 

Who  is  in  love  with  Hari  dwells  easily  in  his  house. 

Who  is  in  love  with  Hari,  his  doubt  and  fear  flee. 

(4).  Who  is  in  love  with  Hari,  his  wisdom  becomes  very  great. 

Who  is  in  love  with  Hari,  his  report  is  spotless. 

Nanak  says :  I  devote  myself  to  those  : 

By  whom  my  Lord  is  not  forgotten. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

CX.     CLXXX. 

(1).  Who  make  efforts,  (their)  minds  become  sedate. 

Who  walk  on  the  road-  (of  Hari),  all  their  troubles  are  gone. 

Who  mutter  the  name,  in  (their)  heart  joy  springs  up. 

With  pleasure  the  praises  of  the  supreme  bliss  (=  God)  are  sung. 

Pause. 
Happiness  sets  in,  welfare  enters  their  house. 
Who  fall  in  with  the  society  of  the  pious,  their  calamity  is  gone. 
(2).  The  eyes  are  purified  when  seeing  (his)  sight. 
Blessed  is  the  forehead  by  touching  the  lotus-feet. 
(By)  the  service  of  Govind  this  body  (beeomes)  fruitful. 
By  the  favour  of  the  saints  the  highest  place  (final  emancipation)  is  obtained. 
(3).  He  himself  gives  assistance  to  his  people. 
Comfort  is  obtained  by  clinging  to  the  feet  of  (his)  servants. 
(When)  their  own  self  is  gone,  then  they  are  restored  to  themselves.1 

1  nnV  srflWT  3T  JHTVfvr  3§ ;  the  *KTV[  is  their  own  individual  existence  or  personality ;  when  this 
is  gone  (blotted  out),  then  they  become,  what  they  originally  are,  i.e.  spirit  emanated  from  the  Supreme  Spirit. 

37 
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They  fall  on  the  asylum  of  the  depository  of  mercy. 

(4).  "When  one  has  obtained  what  he  is  desiring : 

Then  -why  should  he  go  to  seek  it  ? 

They  are  firmly  established  and  located  on  a  seat  of  enjoyment. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  they  are  dwelling  in  comfort. 

Gaurl ;  mahald  V. 

CXI.     CLXXXI. 

(1).  Crores  of  immersions  and  ablutions  are  made. 
Lakhs,  Arbs  and  Kharbs  of  gifts  are  given  (by  him) : 
In  whose  mind  the  name  of  Hari  dwells.1 

Pause. 

All  are  purified  by  singing  the  excellences  of  Gopal. 

(Their)  sins  are  blotted  out  in  the  asylum  of  the  compassionate  pious  people. 

(2).  Much  high  austerity  is  practised. 

Many  gains  and  desires  are  obtained  (by  him) : 

(Who)  with  (his)  tongue  praises  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 

(3).  The  Smriti,  Shastras,  and  Yedas  declare  it, 

(That)  he  knows  devotion,  divine  knowledge,  perfection,  and  comfort : 

"Whose  mind,  by  muttering  the  name,  is  reconciled  with  the  Lord. 

(4).  Of  unfathomable  wisdom  is  Hari,  unattainable  and  boundless. 

On  Nanak,  who  is  muttering  the  name,  (who)  reflects  on  the  name  in  (his)  heart, 

The  Lord  bestows  mercy. 

Gaurl;  mahald  V. 

CXII.     CLXXXII. 

(1).  Remembering,  remembering  and  remembering  (the  name)  comfort  was  obtained  (by  me). 
The  lotus-feet  (of  Hari)  are  fixed  in  (my)  heart  by  the  Guru. 

Pause. 
Guru  Govind,  the  perfect  Supreme  Brahm  : 
Adoring  him  my  mind  (became)  sedate. 
(2).  Daily  I  mutter  the  name  of  the  Guru,  the  Guru. 
Thereby  all  my  affairs  were  accomplished. 
(3).  Having  seen  (his)  sight  (my)  mind  became  refreshed. 
The  blemishes  of  the  different  births  were  wiped  away. 
(4).  Nanak  says:  of  what  should  one  be  afraid,  0  brother! 
The  honour  of  his  own  servant  he  causes  to  be  preserved. 

Gaurl;  mahald  V. 

CXIII.     CLXXXIII. 

(1).  His  own  servant  he  himself  assists. 

He  cherishes  him  always  like  father  and  mother. 

1  The  arithmetical  progression  is  this :  35Ttf  is  a  hundred  thousand ;  5J"fz  is  a  hundred  Lakhs ;  JHcT^T 
is  a  hundred  Jffj  (now  3UW) ;   tfT^I  is  a  hundred  nftTET  ■ 
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In  the  asylum  of  the  Lord  every  one  is  saved. 

He  causes  (every)  work  to  be  done^he  is  omnipresent  and  true. 

(2).  Now  the  creator  dwells  in  (my)  heart. 

Pear  is  extinct,  (my)  soul  (enjoys)  the  pith  of  happiness. 

(3).  In  mercy  his  own  people  are  protected. 

The  blemishes  of  the  births  are  taken  away. 

(4).  The  greatness  of  the  Lord  cannot  be  told. 

Eanak,  his  slave,  is  always  in  his  asylum. 

EAGTT  GAUBI  CETI;   MAHAL A  V. 
Dupadas. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru. 
CXIV.     CLXXXIV. 
Pause. 
The  power  of  Earn  is  perfect,  0  brother  ! 
Prom  him  no  one  goes  away  '  disappointed. 
(1).  "Whatever  the  servant  of  Hari  thinks  of,  0  mother! 
That  the  creator  himself  causes  to  be  done. 
(2).  The  honour  of  the  reviler  is  destroyed  by  the  Lord. 
Nanak  (says) :  I  will  sing  the  praises  of  the  fearless  Hari ! 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 
CXV.     CLXXXV. 


A  hero  with  a  strong  arm  is  Brahm,  the  ocean  of  comfort. 
Take  thou  the  fingers  of  her,2  who  is  falling  into  a  pit ! 
(1).  In  (my)  ears  there  is  no  hearing,  (my)  eyes  are  not  beautiful. 
Afflicted  and  a  cripple  I  raise  a  cry  (for  help)  at  (thy)  gate. 

(2).  0  friend  of  the  poor,  0  thou  compassionate  to  the  friendless,  (thou  art)  my  sweetheart,  my 
friend,  my  father  and  mother ! 

Having  seized  the  lotus-feet  (of  Hari),  I  have  calmly 3  passed  the  ocean  of  fear,  (says)  Nanak. 

EAGU  GATJEI  BAIEAGAM ;    MAHALA  V. 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru. 

CXVI.     CLXXXVI. 

Pause. 

0  Lord  God,  0  my  dear  friend,  abide  thou  with  us,  Sir ! 

(1).  Without  thee  I  do  not  live  twenty- four  minutes ;  woe  to  (my)  staying  in  the  world  (without  thee) ! 

1  fsptn^i'  is  also  intransitive  and  signifies  here  :  to  go  away. 

2  The  subject  is,  according  to  the  following  lines,  in  the  feminine. 

3  ^ftj  signifies  also :  calm,  quiet  (in  mind). 
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0  thou  giver  of  comfort  to  my  soul  and  life,  every  moment  I  devote  myself  to  thee,  0  Lord  ! 
(2).  Give  a  support  to  my  hand,  0  Lord,  draw  me  out  from  the  pit,  0  Gopal ! 

I,  the  vicious  one,  have  little  wisdom,  thou  art  always  compassionate  to  the  poor. 

(3).  How  shall  I  keep  in  mind  thy  comforts,  in  what  manner  shall  I  reflect  (on  them)  ? 

1  enter  (thy)  asylum,  0  thou  benevolent  to  thy  servant,  0  high,  unattainable  and  boundless  one ! 
(4).  All  the  (four  desirable)  objects,1  the  eight  perfections  (are  contained)  in  the  highly  delightful 

name. 

To  whom  thou  hast  become  very  kind,  0  Kesava,  those  people  sing  the  praises  of  Hari. 

(5).  Thou  art  (my)  mother  and  father,  (my)  son  and  relative,  thou  (art)  the  support  of  my  life. 

Who  in  the  society  of  the  pious,  (says)  Nanak,  adores  (thee),  he  crosses  the  difficult  world  (of  existence). 

GAUBI   BAIBAGANI. 

After  the  tune  of  the  Bahoa-nietre.2 

Mahald  V. 

Om  !     By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

CXVII.     CLXXXVII. 
Pause. 
Is  there  any  one,  who  sings  the  beloved  Earn  ? 
He  obtains  all  welfare  and  (all)  true  happiness. 
(1).  The  Bairagis  wander  about,  exploring  every  wood. 
Some  rare  one  gives  himself  to  devout  meditation  on  the  One. 
"Who  have  obtained  Hari,  their  lot  is  great. 

(2).  Brahma  and  the  other  (gods),  Sanak  and  the  others3  desire  (him). 
The  Jogls,  ascetics  and  Siddhs  long  for  Hari. 
Whose  good  lot  it  is,  he  sings  the  praises  of  Hari. 
(3).  By  whom  the  asylum  of  Hari  is  not  forgotten : 
(Those)  very  fortunate  saints  Hari  unites  (with  himself). 
They  are  by  no  means  (subject)  to  birth  and  death. 
(4).  Bestow  mercy  on  me  and  join  me,  0  dearly  beloved  ! 
Hear  my  supplication,  0  high  and  boundless  Lord  ! 
Nanak  is  asking  the  support  of  (thy)  name. 

Gauri  purbi ;  mahald  V. 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

CXVIII.     CLXXXVIII. 


In  what  manner  shall  I  meet  with  the  Lord  of  my  life,  0  mother  ? 

(1).  I  am  without  beauty,  without  intelligence  and  strength,  I  the  stranger  have  come  from  afar. 


1  These  (four)  desirable  objects  are  :  Trjjjj,  3"[*T>  WfiT^,  3}tf . 

2  jJvTfHT  is  said  to  be  a  chant  or  a  kind  of  metre. 

3  These  are  the  four  mind-born  sons  of  Brahma,  viz. :  Sanatkumara,  Sananda,  Sanaka  and  Sanatana,  who 
declined  to  create  progeny  and  remained  for  ever  boys.     Wilson,  Vishnu  Pur.  p.  38,  note  13. 
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(2).  I  have  no  wealth,  nor  brilliancy  of  youth ;  effect  thou  the  union  of  the  friendless  one ! 

(3).  Searching  and  searching  about  I  became  a  Bairagani ;  0  Lord,  I  am  wandering  about  thirsting 
after  thy  sight. 

(4).  By  the  Lord,  who  is  compassionate  and  merciful  to  the  poor,  my  burning  heat  was  quenched, 
(says)  Nanak. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

CXIX.     CLXXXIX. 

Pause. 

In  my  heart  a  desire  has  sprung  up  to  meet  with  the  Lord. 

I  cling  to  (his)  feet,  I  offer  up  supplication  : 

May  some  saint,  whose  lot  is  great,  meet  (with  me) ! 

(1).  I  offer  my  mind  (to  him)  as  a  sacrifice,  I  put  before  him  my  property,  all  the  opinions  of  my 
mind  I  give  up. 

Who  lets  me  hear  the  story  about  the  Lord  Hari,  him  I  follow  day  by  day,  free  from  worldly 
passions. 

(2).  When  the  sprouts  of  works  done  in  a  former  life  become  manifest,  the  (pious)  men,  the  delight- 
ful Bairagis,  are  met  with. 

Darkness  is  cleared  away  by  meeting  with  Hari ;  Nanak  (says)  :  she,  who  was  asleep  through  various 
births,  becomes  awake. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

cxx.   cxc. 

Pause, 

Come  forth,  0  bird,  remembering  the  party  of  Hari ! ' 

Having  met  with  the  pious  seize  the  asylum  of  the  omnipresent  Earn,  keep  this  jewel  in  thy  heart ! 

(1).  A  well  of  error  is  covetousness,  a  very  pungent  lotus-juice,  a  noose  of  illusion. 

Govind,  the  Guru  of  the  world,  is  cutting  it  asunder ;  make  his  lotus-feet  thy  dwelling ! 

(2).  Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  beloved  Lord  Govind,  0  protector  of  the  poor,  hear  (my)  prayer  ! 

Take  (my)  hands,  0  Lord  of  Nanak,  soul  and  body  are  all  thy  property. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

CXXI.     CXCI. 

Pause. 

My  mind  is  thinking  about  the  sight  of  Hari. 

Longing  with  desire  (after  him)  I  think  (of  him)  day  and  night ;  is  there  some  saint  who  will  bring 
him  near  to  me  ? 

(1).  I  will  do  service  to  (his)  humble  servant,  in  many  ways  I  will  bestow  favour  on  him. 

All  comforts  were  weighed  (by  me)  putting  them  on  a  pair  of  scales :  without  the  sight  of  Hari  they 
are  very  few. 

(2).  By  the  favour  of  the  saints  the  ocean  of  (all)  excellences  is  praised,  he  who  was  going  though 
various  births,  is  caused  to  return  (to  Hari). 

He  has  joy  and  comfort,  who  meets  with  Hari ;  Nanak  (says) :  his  life  is  soon  successful  and  fruitful. 

1  vjfcJ  Vtfef >  'he  side,  party  of  Hari  =  the  votaries  of  Hari. 
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EAGU    GAUEI    PUEBI;    MAHALA    V. 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

CXXII.     CXCII. 

Pause. 

How  shall  the  Lord  be  met  with,  my  King  Earn  ? 

Is  there  such  a  saint,  a  giver  of  tranquillity  and  happiness,  who  will  show  me  the  way  ? 

(1).  Within  the  incomprehensible  one  cannot  be  apprehended,  within  (like)  a  film,  egotism  is 
spread  out. 

In  the  illusion  of  the  Maya  the  whole  world  is  asleep  ;  say,  how  shall  this  error  pass  away  ? 

(2).  In  one  society,  in  one  house  they  dwell  together ;  there  is  no  word  about  the  creator,  0  brother ! ' 

"Without  the  one  thing  {i.e.  the  name)  the  five  are  afflicted ;  that  thing  is  in  an  imperceptible  place. 

(3).  Whose  the  house  is,  he  has  put  a  lock  on  it,  the  key  (to  it)  is  entrusted  to  the  Guru. 

(Though)  one  may  make  many  contrivances,  he  does  not  get  it  without  taking  refuge  with  the 
true  Guru. 

(4).  Whose  bonds  are  cut  by  the  true  Guru,  they  devoutly  meditate  on  him  (in)  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Having  joined  the  pious  people  a  song  of  joy  is  sung  (by  them),  there  is  no  (longer)  a  difference 
(distinct  existence)  of  Hari  (from  theirs),  (says)  Nanak,  0  brother  ! 

Pause. 
(If)  one  be  united  with  my  King  Earn,  the  Lord,  in  this  way  : 
Tranquillity  sets  in,  error  flees  in  a  moment,  light,  meeting  with  the  fountain  of  light,  is  absorbed  in  it. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

CXXIII.     CXCIII. 

Pause. 

Such  an  intimacy  (with  him)  was  obtained. 

By  the  compassionate  Blthula,2  mercy  was  bestowed  (on  me),  he  was  shown  to  me  by  the  true  Guru. 

(1).  Wherever  I  see,  there  art  thou;  this  assurance  has  come  to  me. 

To  whom  shall  I  make  prayer  and  petition,  as  Eaghu,3  (my)  King  is  hearing  ? 

(2).  (When)  doubt  is  gone  off  and  the  bonds  are  broken  by  the  Guru,  then  tranquillity  and  happiness 
are  always  obtained. 

What  he  was  (before),  that  he  will  become  again ;  what  is  pointed  out  (to  him)  as  pleasure  (or) 
pain  ? i 

(3).  The  parts  and  the  whole  universe  stand  in  the  One ;  the  Guru,  opening  the  screen,  shows  this. 

The  name,  the  depository  of  the  nine  treasures,  is  in  one  place  (i.e.  the  heart),  then  to  which  place 
should  one  go  outside  (the  heart)  ? 5 

(4).  From  one  (piece  of)  gold  many  kinds  (of  ornaments)  are  made,  many  fashions  are  formed. 

Nanak  says  :  error  is  destroyed  by  the  Guru ;  thus  substance  is  united  with  substance.6 

1  The  reference  is  to  the  (five)  senses,  who  do  not  like  to  attend  to  the  creator. 

2  ylcJWI  =  fcJi^T,  said  to  be  a  name  of  Krishna,  identified  with  the  Supreme. 

3  cP-Ti  an  ancestor  of  Ram  ;  here  taken  in  the  sense  of  a  patronymic  :  a  descendant  of  Raghu  =  Ram. 

4  JcM  TT  T2^>  etc.,  what  he  was  (before)  that  he  will  be  again,  i.e.  he,  as  an  emanation  of  the  Supreme 
Spirit,  will  be  again  united  with  it ;  then  there  is  no  longer  any  pleasure  or  pain  for  him,  he  will  be  free  from 
all  opposites. 

3  tI  ifyG  =  Tliry  >  5  being  an  alliteration,  to  rhyme  with  f^TM  I Oi G  - 

6  The  (emanated)  individual  substance  is  re-united  with  the  primary  substance  (the  Supreme). 
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Oaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CXXIV.     CXCIV. 


The  lifetime  is  diminished,  (as)  days  and  nights  (pass  on). 

0  heart,  having  joined  the  Guru  bring  thy  affairs  into  order  ! 

(1).  I  pray  thee,  hear  (me),  0  my  friend!  (now)  is  the  time  to  serve  the  saints. 

Depart,  having  gained  here  Hari !  in  the  future  world  thy  dwelling  (will  be)  comfortable. 

(2).  This  world  is  ('subject)  to  the  disease  of  doubt ;  he  crosses  who  knows  Brahm. 

Whom  he  (Hari)  awakens  and  lets  drink  the  juice  of  Hari,  he  knows  the  tale  (=  doctrine)  about 
the  inexpressible  one. 

(3).  For  whose  sake  thou  hast  come  (into  the  world),  him  purchase!  by  means  of  the  Guru  Hari 
dwells  in  the  heart. 

In  thy  own  house  and  palace  (=  heart)  thou  wilt  easily  obtain  happiness,  there  will  not  again  take 
place  a  wandering  (in  transmigration). 

(4).  0  inward  governor,  0  divine  male,  the  arranger  (of  all  things),  make  full  the  faith  of  (my) 
heart ! 

Nanak,  (thy)  slave  asks  this  happiness  :  make  me  the  dust  of  the  saints ! 

Oaurl;  mahala  V. 
CXXV.     CXCV. 


Keep  me,  0  my  father,  my  Lord  ! 

I  am  without  virtues,  all  virtues  are  thine  ! 

(1).  There  are  five  quarrelsome  ones  (in  me),1  (I),  the  poor,  (am)  alone ;  keep  me,  0  protector ! 

They  cause  (me)  grief  and  afflict  (me)  much,  I  have  (therefore)  come  to  thy  asylum. 

(2).  Cawing  I  was  overcome  (by  them)  in  many  different  ways,  they  do  not  let  me  go  in  any  way. 

Having  heard  one  word  I  espied  a  sanctuary :  in  the  society  of  the  pious  they  are  destroyed. 

(3).  Bestowing  mercy  (on  me)  the  saints  met  me,  from  them  I  obtained  courage. 

The  saints  gave  me  the  mantra  (of  the  name),  (having  become)  fearless  I  did  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(4).  Those  very  quarrelsome  ones  were  easily  overcome  by  (their)  comfortable  word. 

Nanak  says :  in  (my)  heart  light  was  made,  the  blissful  state  (of  emancipation)  was  obtained. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CXXVI.     CXCVI. 


That  imperishable  one  is  King. 

The  fearless  one  dwells  with  thee  ;  whence  has  come  this  dread  (of  thine)  ? 

(1).  Sometimes  thou  art  unflinching,  sometimes  thou  art  lowly. 

Sometimes  thou  art  thyself,  sometimes  thou  art  humble. 

(2).  Sometimes  thou  art  a  Pandit  and  teacher,  sometimes  thou  art  silly.2 

Sometimes  thou  art  taking  everything,  sometimes  thou  art  taking  nothing. 

1  The  five  quarrelsome  ones  are  ?T*T.  ^.  etc-    f^WRt  (f^TTf^^.)  has  in  Panjabi  the  sense  of 
"  quarrelsome." 

2  ^R5  (^*0  has  in  the  old  Hindu!  also  the  sense  of  foolish,  silly  (else  :  vile). 
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(3).  "What  does  the  helpless  image  of  wood?  he  who  makes  it  play,  knows  it. 
As  that  juggler  dresses  it  out,  such  a  decoration  it  bears. 

(4).  Many  chambers '  of  many  kinds  were  made  (by  him),  he  himself  became  (their)  keeper. 
In  which  mansion  he  put  (them)  down,  in  such  a  one   they  remain ;    what  can  this  helpless 
(Creature)  do  ? 

(5).  By  whom  everything  is  made,  he  knows  it,  by  whom  this  whole  creation  is  made. 
Nanak  says :  the  wisdom  of  the  boundless  Lord  (is  seen)  from  his  own  works. 

Gaurl ;  rnahala  V. 

CXXVII.     CXCVII. 

Pause. 

Give  up,  give  up,  0  man,  the  enjoyments  of  the  world! 

Thou  clingest  to  them  like  cattle  that  are  in  the  habit  of  breaking  into  a  sown  field.2 

(1).  "What  thou  considerest  (as  being)  of  use  to  thee,  that  does  not  go  with  thee  one  inch. 

Naked  thou  hast  come  (into  the  world),  naked  thou  wilt  depart ;  thou  returnest  again  and  art 
devoured  by  death.3 

(2).  Having  seen  the  sport  of  the  saffron-flower a  and  being  taken  up  with  it,6  (thy)  constant 
thought  (is  directed)  on  those  merriments.6 

The  string  (of  life)  is  worn  away  day  and  night,  for  (thy)  soul  thou  hast  done  no  work  whatever. 

(3).  Working  and  working,  thus  thou  hast  become  old,  by  (vain)  stories  thou  art  overcome,  (thy) 
body  is  wasted.1 

As  soon  as  (thou  art)  enchanted  by  that  fascinating  young  woman  ( =  the  Maya),  the  desire  for  her 
no  (more)  diminishes  a  minute. 

(4).  ("When)  the  world  was  shown  to  me  as  being  in  such  a  condition  by  the  Guru,  then  I  fell  on 
(his)  asylum,  giving  up  pride. 

The  way  of  the  Lord  was  shown  to  me  by  the  saint  ( =  the  Guru),  in  Nanak,  the  slave,  the  worship 
and  praise  of  Hari  was  made  firm. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CXXVIII.     CXCVIII. 

Pause. 
Who  is,  without  thee, 
0  my  beloved,  the  support  of  my  life  ? 

(1).  The  state  of  the  heart  even  thou  knowest,  thou  art  my  delightful  friend. 
All  comforts  I  obtained  from  thee,  0  my  unfathomable,  incomprehensible  Lord ! 

1  The  jdcDwt  (=  a^drflttrf)  are  the  chambers  and  cells  of  the  body,  the  internal  arrangement;  the 
*fTTS5  or  mansion,  the  outward  structure. 

2  QdfcTT>  s-m-  a  sown  field  and  green.    UfcRHTf8To  (adj.),  said  of  cattle  that  break  into  fields. 

3  JldfiWT  =  Itt,  devoured. 

4  7*f3>  the  saffron-flower,  yielding  a  bad  red  dye,  that  soon  wears  off,  is  an  image  of  the  world. 

5  dlticM,  to  be  taken  up  with  a  thing,  and  *ii\3CV|,  to  swell,  to  be  puffed  up,  joined  together  in  the 
sense  :  to  be  completely  taken  up  or  absorbed  in. 

6  THJIfT  (here  Plural)  =  TTf{>  laughter,  merriment ;  '&@  (=  ^'^),  constant  thought. 

7  1^75  *PWT !  *TOfT  is  here,  as  in  v.  4  (J|<jy  *PWT)>  merely  an  alliteration,  to  make  up  the  rhyme,  which 
he  could  not  find. 
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(2).  I  cannot  describe  all  thy  appearances,  0  depository  of  (all)  excellences,  0  giver  of  comfort! 

The  unattainable,  inapprehensible,  eternal  Lord  is  known  from  the  perfect  Guru. 

(3).  Having  cut  off  our  error  and  fear  he  made  us  exclusively  his  own  since  (our)  egotism  was 
destroyed  (by  him). 

The  anxiety  about  regeneration  and  death  ceased  by  the  interview  with  the  society  of  the  pious. 

(4).  "Washing  his  feet  I  will  serve  the  Guru,  a  hundred  thousand  times  I  will  devote  myself  to  him. 

By  whose  favour  (I)  have  crossed  the  water  of  existence  and  have  met  with  the  beloved,  says 
humble  Nanak.1 

Gaurl;  mahala  V. 

CXXIX.     CXCIX. 


"Who  should  gratify  thee  except  thou  thyself? 

Having  seen  all  thy  beauty  (I  was)  enraptured  (with  it). 

(1).  In  heaven,  in  the  nether  region,  in  the  world  of  death,  in  all  regions  (thou),  that  One,  art 
contained. 

Saying  :  dreadful,  dreadful  !2  they  all  join  their  hands  (in  supplication),  all  cry  out  for  help  to  thee,3 
0  Lord  of  mercy  ! 

(2).  Thy  name,  0  Lord,  is  purifying  the  sinners,  giving  comfort,  pure  and  cool. 

They  have  divine  knowledge,  meditation  and  greatness,  (says)  Nanak  ;  the  saints  converse  with  thee. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CXXX.     CC. 


Join  me,  0  my  dearly  beloved  ! 

0  Lord,  thy  work  has  taken  effect. 

(1).  In  many  regenerations,  in  many  wombs  (I)  wandered  about,  again  and  again  I  incurred  pain. 

By  thy  mercy  I  have  got  the  human  body,  give  me  thy  sight,  0  Hari,  (my)  King ! 

(2).  That  has  been  done,  which  pleased  him,  it  is  not  done  by  anybody  else. 

By  thy  decree  I4  was  deluded  by  error,  not  being  awake  I  fell  asleep. 

(3).  Hear  thou  my  prayer,  0  beloved  Lord  of  my  life,  0  compassionate  one,  0"  repository  of  mercy  ! 

Keep  me,  0  my  father  and  Lord,  cherish  the  helpless  one ! 

(4).  To  whom  thou  hast  shown  thy  sight,  he  follows  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Bestow  mercy  (on  me)  and  give  (me)  the  dust  of  the  saints !  this  happiness  Nanak  desires. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

CXXXI.    CCI. 
Pause. 

1  am  a  sacrifice  to  him,  whose  support B  the  name  alone  is. 

(1).  How  great  shall  be  counted  the  grandeur  of  those  men,  who  are  imbued  with  love  to  the 
Supreme  Brahm  ? 

1  f5Teft>WT>  f°r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  =  farfsWT. 

2  f?T5J  f^qf  (repeated)  is  here  an  interjection  of  abhorrence  or  fright. 

3  5<ft  $vft>  supply :  SratvT.  they  make. 

4  *JfvT  signifies  here  /  (=  \T%). 

6  nm\6\  =  mmd)  (or  the  sake  of  the  rhyme.   W^ldl  's  otherwise  adjective,  which  is  out  of  question  here. 
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Happiness,  tranquillity  and  joy  are  with  them,  no  other  donor  is  equal  to  them. 
(2).  Those  people  are  come  to  rescue  the  world,  who  are  thirsty  after  (their)  sight. 
Who  falls  on  their  asylum,  he  is  saved,  in  the  society  of  the  saints  his  desire  is  fulfilled. 
(3).  (If)  I  fall  down  at  their  feet,  then  I  live,  in  the  society  of  the  pious  (I  am)  happy. 

0  Lord,  be  merciful,  (that)  my  mind  may  hecome  the  dust  of  (thy)  devotees ! 
(4).  Dominion,  youth,  lifetime,  whatever  is  seen  in  this  world,  wastes  away. 

The  treasure  of  the  name  is  always  young  and  spotless,  this  wealth  of  Hari  Nanak  acquired. 

Gauri;  mahald  V. 

CXXXII.     CCII. 

Pause. 

The  practice  of  Jog  I  have  heard  from  the  Guru. 

To  me  the  true  Guru  has  shown  it  by  (his)  word  (instruction). 

(1).  The  nine  regions  of  the  earth  are  contained  in  this  (human)  body;  every  moment  I  pay 
reverence  (to  it). 

Dedication  to  the  Guru  (is  =  signifies)  the  ring  in  the  ears,  the  One  formless  is  (thereby)  firmly 
established  (in  the  heart). 

(2).  (When)  the  five,1  having  met  together,  have  become  slaves  and  are  brought  into  the  power  of 
the  One  (spirit) : 

When  the  ten  averse  ones2  (have  become)  obedient,  then  the  Jogis  become  pure. 

(3).  Who  burns  his  doubt  (or  error)  and  applies  (its)  ashes  (to  his  body),  he  beholds  the  way  as  one.3 

That  tranquillity  and  happiness  is  enjoyed  (by  him),  which  is  written  by  the  Lord  on  (his)  forehead. 

(4).  Where  there  is  no  fear,  there  he  establishes  his  seat,  (his)  little  blowing  horn  is  the  sound  not 
produced  by  blowing.4 

Reflection  on  the  Supreme  he  keeps  as  his  staff,  devotion  to  the  name  pleases  his  mind. 

(5).  If  such  a  very  fortunate  J5gi  be  met  with,  he  cuts  asunder  the  fetters  of  the  Maya. 

Service  and  adoration  I  perform  to  that  person,  Nanak  licks  his  feet. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

CXXXIII.     CCIII. 

Pause. 

Hear  the  wonderful  things  of  the  name !  meditating  (on  them)  take  them  all,  0  friend ! 
To  whom  the  medicine  of  Hari  is  given  by  the  Guru,  his  mind  (becomes)  pure. 
(1).  Darkness  is  effaced  from  that  body,  (in  which)  the  lamp  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  shines  brightly. 
His  net  of  error  is  cut  asunder,  who  has  faith  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

(2).  Take  a  ferry-boat,  the  water  of  existence  is  deep  and  difficult,  the  boat  is  the  society  of 
the  pious. 

1  The  five  are :  oTTTi  <3"tl,  etc. 

2  Ud I JlfA >  fem.  of  tjdljft,  which  has  here  its  original  meaning:  averse,  reluctant  (Sansk.  f^^Tf'I'O' 
The  ten  are  the  ten  senses,  viz. :  five  IjTTf's^T  and  five  ^jflPj^^,  i.e.  hearing,  feeling,  seeing,  tasting,  and 
smelling,  and  the  five  organs  of  action  :  the  voice,  the  hands,  the  feet,  the  anus  and  parts  of  generation. 

3  The  whole  is  a  figure.  The  sense  is :  he  who  clears  away  his  doubt  (i.e.  his  duality),  will  see,  that  the 
way  is  one,  whatever  may  be  the  outward  differences  of  the  sects. 

4  The  Jogis  wear  a  little  blowing  horn  (fjJoH')>  which  they  sound  before  eating  and  drinking  and  every 
religious  observance,  in  token  of  adoration. 
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The  desire  of  the  mind  is  fulfilled  (thereby),  the  Guru  is  met  with  by  reason  of  love  to  Hari. 
(3).  The  treasury  of  the  name  is  obtained  by  dint  of  devotion,  heart  and  body  become  fully 
satiated  (by  it). 

Nanak  (says) :  Hari  gives  it  to  him,  whom  his  order  appeases. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CXXXIV.     CCIV. 


Bestow  mercy  and  compassion  on  me,  0  Lord  of  my  life,  I,  the  helpless  one  (seize)  thy  asylum,  0  Lord  ! 

Give  me  thy  hand  and  protect  me  in  the  blind  well!  I  have  no  cleverness  nor  contrivance 
(to  extricate  myself). 

(1).  Even  thou  causest  every  work  to  be  done,  thou  art  powerful,  there  is  none  other. 

Thy  own  secret  thought  even  thou  knowest ;  they  are  (thy)  servants,  on  whose  forehead  (this)  lot 
(is  written). 

(2).  Thou,  0  Lord,  art  attached  to  thy  own  servants,  thou  hast  a  thorough  connexion  with  (thy) 
devotees. 

Dear,  dear  is  thy  name  (to  them),  they  desire  (thy)  sight,  like  as  those  bartavelles  (desire)  the  sight 
of  the  moon.1 

(3).  Between  Bam  and  the  saints  there  is  no  difference  whatever;  the  One  is  in  many  people,  in 
Lakhs  and  Karors. 

In  whose  heart  the  Lord  has  become  manifest,  he  daily  utters  his  praise  with  his  tongue.3 

(4).  Thou  art  powerful,  boundless,  very  high,  the  giver  of  comfort,  thou,  0  Lord,  art  the  support 
of  (my)  life,3 

May  on  Nanak,  0  Lord,  mercy  be  bestowed,  companionship 4  with  those  saints ! 

Oauri ;  mahala,  V. 

CXXXV.     CCV. 

Pause. 

Thou,  0  Hari,  art  attached  to  (thy)  saints. 

Bring  me  through,  0  supreme  arranger  (of  all  things),  bring  me  to  the  end,  0  donor ! 
(1).  Thy  latent  power  is  known  by  thee,  thou  art  the  omnipresent  supreme  arranger  (of  all  things). 
Keep  in  (thy)  asylum  (me)  the  friendless  and  poor  one,  effect  my  salvation ! 6 
(2).  Thy  feet  are  the  boat  for  the  sake  of  crossing  the  ocean  (of  existence),  thou  knowest  thy  own 
manner. 

"Whom  in  mercy  thou  keepest  with  thee,  (him)  thou  bringest  across. 

(3).  Here  and  there,  0  Lord,  (thou  art)  mighty,  everything  is  in  thy  hand. 

Give  such  a  treasure  to  me,  thy  servant,  0  Hari,  that  will  go  with  me ! 

1  tJ^dl  =  xWd>  f°r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme.  The  ttojd,  bartavelle  or  Greek  partridge,  is  said  to  be  in 
love  with  the  moon. 

2  '3'fcft'.  spoiled,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  instead  of  ~3§  or  ~5V&\  ^. 

3  »H*fcft»  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  =  wnrnft- 

'  jfstjt  >s  a  corruption  (instead  of  TfJl),  to  make  up  the  rhyme. 
6  Wf$>  far  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  =  31%. 
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(4).  May  on  (me),  the  destitute  of  virtues,  favour  be  bestowed,  0  Hari !  my  mind  silently  repeats 
(thy)  name. 

By  the  favour  of  the  saints  Nanak  meets  with  Hari,  (his)  mind  and  body  become  cool  and  satiated. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CXXXVI.    CCVI. 


Easily  (I  am)  absorbed  in  God. 

The  true  Guru  has  become  a  merciful  God  to  me. 

(1).  Having  cut  (my)  rope  he  made  me  his  servant  (on  account  of  my)  service  to  the  saints. 

(When)  I  became  a  worshipper  of  the  One  name,  the  wonderful  (Supreme)  was  shown  to  me 
by  the  Guru. 

(2).  All  became  manifest  and  clear  (to  me),  by  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  was  unfolded  to 
(my)  mind. 

The  nectar  of  the  name  was  drunk,  (my)  heart  became  satiated,  other  fear  was  stopped. 

(3).  By  obeying  (his)  order  all  comforts  were  obtained,  the  place  of  pain  was  removed.1 

When  the  Lord  God  became  very  favourably  disposed  (towards  me),  the  all-blissful  one  was  shown 
(to  me). 

(4).  Nothing  is  coming,  nothing  is  going,  all  is  made  a  sport  by  Hari  the  king. 

Nanak  says :  unattainable,  unattainable  is  the  Lord ;  the  name  of  Hari  is  the  support  of  (his) 
devotees. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

CXXXVII.     CCVII. 

Pause. 

The  sanctuary  of  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  omnipresent  Lord,  should  be  laid  hold  of,  0  my  mind ! 

By  whom  the  universe  and  (its)  parts  are  supported,  the  name  of  that  Hari  should  be  muttered  ! 

(1).  Give  up  the  thoughts  of  (your  own)  minds,  0  ye  people  of  Hari,  by  understanding  (his)  order 
comfort  is  obtained. 

What  the  Lord  does,  that  consider  as  good,  in  pleasure  and  pain  he  should  be  meditated  upon  ! 

(2).  Crores  of  sinners  are  saved  by  the  creator  in  a  moment,  without  any  delay  intervening. 

The  pain  and  troubles  of  the  poor  the  Lord  is  destroying ;  whom  he  pleases,  him  he  cherishes,  0 
friends  ! 

(3).  The  soul  and  life  of  all  he  cherishes  like  mother  and  father,  he  is  the  ocean  of  comfort, 
0  friends ! 

That  creator  gives  without  experiencing  any  deficiency,  the  ocean  remains  (always)  full,  0  friends  ! 

(4).  The  beggar  (Nanak)  asks  for  thy  name,  0  Lord  ;  in  everybody  that  (Lord)  (is  existing), 
0  friends ! 

Nanak  the  slave  is  in  his  asylum,  by  whom  no  one  is  disappointed,  0  friends  ! 

RAGU  GAURI   PITRBI;   MAHALA  V. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

CXXXVIII.     CCVIII. 


Do  not  forget  at  any  time  Hari,  Hari  in  (thy)  mind  ! 

Here  and  there  he  is  the  giver  of  all  comforts,  all  bodies  he  supports. 

1  The  sense  is :  no  more  a  place  for  pain  was  left. 
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(1).  In  a  moment  he  cuts  off  the  great  troubles  (of  him,  who)  repeats  his  name  with  (his)  tongue. 

Coolness,  tranquillity  and  comfort  (are  obtained)  in  the  asylum  of  Hari,  the  burning  fire  he  quenches. 

(2).  From  the  cavity  of  the  womb  (and)  from  hell  he  protects,  he  brings  across  the  water  of 
existence. 

"Who  worships  the  lotus-feet  in  his  mind,  his  fear  of  Tama  he  takes  away. 

(3).  The  omnipresent  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  is  high,  unattainable  and  boundless. 

"Who  is  singing  his  excellences  and  meditating  on  the  ocean  of  comfort,  he  does  not  lose  in  gambling 
his  life. 

(4).  In  lust,  wrath,  covetousness  and  spiritual  blindness  my  mind  is  absorbed,  0  thou,  who  art 
generous  to  the  vicious ! 

May  in  mercy  thy  own  name  be  given  to  me  !    Nanak  (will  be)  always  devoted  (to  thee). 

KAGU   GAUEI  CETI;   MAHALA   V. 

5m  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

CXXXIX.     CCIX. 

Pause. 

There  is  no  happiness,  0  brother,  without  devotion  to  Hari. 

Thou  overcomest  regeneration '  by  muttering  one  moment  this  priceless  jewel  (of  the  name)  in  the 
society  of  the  pious. 

(1).  Having  left  behind  son,  wealth,  wife,  sports, 

Enjoyments,  many  people  have  departed. 

(2).  Having  left  behind  horses,  elephants,  the  merriments  of  dominion  : 

The  fool  has  gone  off  naked. 

(3).  The  body,  that  is  blooming  with  sandal- perfume  : 

That  body  is  mixed  with  dust. 

(4).  Deluded  by  spiritual  blindness  he  thinks  that  he  (God)  is  far  off. 

Nanak  says :  he  is  always  in  the  presence. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

CXL.     CCX. 

Pause. 

Keep  in  (thy)  mind  the  name  of  Hari  for  the  sake  of  crossing  the  ocean ! 

The  Guru  is  the  boat,  that  is  carrying  (thee)  across  the  waves  of  doubt  (of  this)  w'orld.8 

(1).  The  blackness  of  the  Kali-yug  is  dark. 

By  the  Guru  the  lamp  of  divine  knowledge  is  kindled. 

(2).  Very  much  poison  of  worldly  objects  is  laid  out. 

Those  are  saved  who  continually  mutter  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(3).  "Who  is  intoxicated  with  the  Maya,  is  gone  to  sleep. 

"Who  meets  with  the  Guru,  his  error  and  fear  are  done  away. 

(4).  Nanak  says :  (by  whom)  the  One  is  meditated  upon : 

He  sees  (him)  in  everybody. 

1  tTJW  t|)  jcMi  to  overcome  regeneration  =  to  obtain  final  emancipation. 

2  The  construction  of  this  line  is  very  difticult,  but  no  doubt  the  words  cohere,  as  we  have  given  them  in 
the  translation. 
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Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CXLI.     CCXI. 


Thou  alone  art  our  court  (of  justice). 

Thy  service  is  reliance  on  the  Guru. 

(1).  By  many  contrivances  it  was  not  obtained.1 

By  the  Guru  it  was  brought  into  servitude. 

(2).  The  five  quarrelsome  ones  were  destroyed. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  (their)  host  was  subdued. 

(3).  Presents  (and)  wages  (are  obtained  from)  the  One  name. 

Happiness,  tranquillity,  joy  and  rest. 

(4).  The  servants  of  the  Lord  are  worthy. 

Nanak  (says) :  their  faces  are  bright. 

Gaurl;  mahala  V. 
CXLII.     CCXII. 

Pause. 

The  shelter  of  the  soul  is  the  name. 

The  others,  who  do  what  they  ought  not  to  do,2  in  them  is  the  fear  of  Yama. 

(1).  By  another  effort  he  is  not  obtained. 

In  consequence  of  a  great  lot  Hari  is  meditated  upon. 

(2).  (The  more)  they  contemplate  (him),  the  less  he  (Hari)  is  known. 

Further  on  (in  the  other  world)  they  are  not  regarded  a  bit.3 

(3).  Who  are  doing  (religious)  works  in  self-conceit : 

They  are  erecting  a  house  of  sand  in  water. 

(4).  (On  whom)  the  merciful  Lord  bestows  mercy : 

He  obtains  the  name,  (says)  Nanak,  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Gaurl;  mahala  V. 
CXLIII.     CCXIII. 


I  devote  myself,  I  devote  myself  a  hundred  thousand  times. 

The  name,  yea  the  name  of  the  Lord,  is  the  support  of  my  soul. 

(1).  Thou  alone  causest  (every)  work  to  be  done. 

Even  thou  art  the  support  of  the  living  creatures. 

(2).  Thou,  0  Lord,  art  the  owner  of  sovereignty  and  youth. 

1  No  subject  whatever  is  mentioned,  and  from  the  following  verse  the  Vffi  can  hardly  be  taken  up  as  the 
subject.     We  suppose,  therefore,  that  Vfti,  the  mind,  may  be  intended  as  the  subject. 

2  cJdAoldl^A  can  here  not  be  referred  to  the  Supreme,  as  elsewhere,  where  it  stands  for  a}<)t>°l\6f>>  the 
cause  of  causes;  it  must  here  be  read :  kar  na  karavano,  doing  what  they  ought  not  to  do  and  not  doing  what 
they  ought  to  do  (literally :  doing  and  not  doing)  =  perverse,  oldl^A  beiog  an  adjective  formation  =  oi^\Q, 
doing.    Similarly  in  Marathi :  c^^ijc^^  or  ^j^«iqi^|.     The  Sikhs  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  it. 

3  JKW  t375  25  *TTJ5TWj  these  words  must  refer  to  those,  who  contemplate  Hari  on  their  own  account, 
without  having  a  ^$}  g|d|  for  it. 
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Thou  art  without  qualities  and  endowed  with  all  qualities. 
(3).  Here  and  there  thou  art  the  protector. 
By  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  some  one  apprehends  (thee). 
(4).  Thou,  0  Lord,  art  the  inward  governor  and  very  wise. 
Even  thou  art  the  hope  and  trust  of  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

CXLIV.     CCXIV. 

Pause. 
Hari,  Hari,  Hari  Bhould  be  adored. 

(Who  lives)  in  the  society,  in  his  heart  Hari  dwells,  (his)  error,  illusion  and  fear  are  overcome. 
(1).  The  Vedas,  the  Puranas,  the  Smriti  tell  it. 
Every  high  and  lustrous  man  hears  it : 
(2).  All  places  are  known  as  being  struck  with  fear. 
(But)  the  servant  of  Bam  is  rendered  fearless. 
(3).  They  wander  about  in  the  eighty-four  Lakhs  of  wombs. 
(But)  the  people  of  G5vind  are  not  bom  (again)  nor  do  they  die. 
(4).  Eorce,  contrivance,  dexterity  (and)  egotism  are  stopped. 
Nanak  seized  the  asylum  of  the  pious  people  of  Hari. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CXLV.     CCXV. 

Pause. 

0  heart,  the  praises  of  the  name  of  Bam  should  be  sung  ! 

Hari  should  be  continually  served,  at  every  breath  Hari  should  be  meditated  upon ! 

(1).  Who  is  with  the  saints,  in  his  heart  Hari  dwells. 

Pain  and  trouble,  darkness  and  error  flee  (from  him). 

(2).  (By  whom)  Hari  is  muttered  by  the  favour  of  the  saints  : 

That  man  is  not  affected  by  pain. 

(3).  To  whom  the  Guru  gives  the  mantra  of  Hari : 

He  is  rescued  from  the  fire  of  the  Maya. 

(4).  0  Lord,  bestow  mercy  on  Nanak ! 

In  my  heart  and  body  dwells  the  name  of  Hari. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
CXLVI.    CCXVI. 

Pause. 

(If)  with  the  tongue  be  muttered  the  One  name : 

Here  (in  this  world)  much  happiness  and  joy  (are  obtained),  further  on  (to  the  other  world)  it 
(=  the  name)  goes  with  (and)  is  of  service  to  the  soul.1 
(1).  If  the  disease  of  thy  egotism  be  cut  off : 

1  iffaW  %  ^f^T  5TT>  a  verv  obscure  construction.     The  subject  is  the  name;  it  goes  with  the  soul  to 
the  other  world  and  is  of  use  there.    STW  =  Snfa  "HlGVdl  IT.  the  verb  being  dropped. 
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Then  thou  wilt  practise  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  most  excellent  devotion. 

(2).  Who  has  tasted  the  juice  of  Hari  : 

That  man's  thirst  i3  quenched. 

(3).  Who  has  obtained  Hari,  the  abode  of  rest : 

He  does  never  again  run  about  (in  transmigration). 

(4).  To  whom  by  the  Guru  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  given  : 

His  fear,  (says)  Nanak,  is  gone. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

CXLVII.     CCXVII. 

Pause. 
Who  forgets  the  name  of  Hari,  he  has  pain. 

Who,  joining  the  assembly  of  the  pious,  praise  Hari,  they  are  weighty  with  virtues. 
(1).  In  which  disciple's  heart  there  is  (true)  wisdom : 
In  his  hands  are  the  nine  treasures  (and)  perfection. 
(2).  Who  knows  Hari  the  Lord  (and)  master : 
In  his  (house)  there  is  no  deficiency  whatever. 
(3).  (By  whom)  the  creator  is  known  : 
He  enjoys  all  comforts  and  pleasures. 
(4).  In  whose  house  the  wealth  of  Hari  abides  : 
From1  them  pain  flees,  says  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala,  V. 

CXLVIII.     CCXVIII. 

Pause. 

(Thy)  pride  (is)  great,  (thy)  root 2  (origin)  (is)  this  much. 
(Tho  art)  not  abiding,  as  much  as  (thy)  effort  (may  be).3 

(1).  What  is  forbidden  by  the  Veda  (and)  the  saints,  to  that  (thou  art)  inclined,4  0  friend  ! 
After  the  manner  of  hazard- gambling6  the  senses  subdue  and  overcome  (thee). 
(2).  By   love   to  the  lotus-feet  (of  him  who    is)  taking    away   and   supplying    all,  (I  became) 
disencumbered.6 

Nanak  is  rescued  ;  by  the  society  of  the  pious  the  abode  of  mercy  was  given  to  me.7 

1  +lfd|  is  here  the  Ablative :  from  their  society  =  from. 

2  *T?5,  root,  origin.     The  sense  is :  thou  hast  no  reason  to  be  so  proud,  thy  root  or  origin  is  this  much 
(i.e.  the  nfl d"H  or  sperma  genitale). 

3  3HJ  (=  TJ5)  is  here  substantive :  tenacity,  effort.     Thou  must  go,  in  spite  of  all  thy  efforts. 
1  tvT3o  =  RlSi  "5  being  merely  an  alliteration. 

5  vlld->j*Wra>  *•/•  the  vicissitudes  of  gambling ;  Old-tUHTa  tJJWT,  gambling  with  alternate  loss  and 
victory  =  hazard-gambling.    f\|M  =  ft|  fit  • 

6  f<J33S  =  f<J3T  (fTW),  vacant,  disencumbered  (from  pride,  the  dominion  of  the  senses,  etc.),  no  being 
an  alliteration.     No  subject  is  hinted  at,  as  usual,  but  from  the  following  line  "/"  must  be  supplied. 

7  V<3t>  =  Heal,  given.     The  Sikhs  totally  misunderstand  these  lines  and  could  not  give  me  any  sensible 
explanation. 
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Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

CXLIX.     CCXIX. 

m         Pause. 
I  am  the  slave  of  the  Lord. 
The  gift  of  the  Lord  (is  my)  food. 
(1).  Such  is  my  Lord,  0  friend! 
In  a  moment  he  prepares  (it). 
(2).  I  do  works,  if  I  please  (my)  Lord. 
I  sing  the  actions  and  excellences  of  (my)  Lord. 
(3).  I  fell  on  the  asylum  of  the  Vazirs1  of  (my)  Lord.      % 
Seeing  them  my  mind  (became)  sedate. 
(4).  The  One  is  (my)  prop,  the  One  (my)  support. 
Humble  Nanak  is  engaged  in  the  business  of  (his)  Lord. 

Gauri;  mahala  V. 
CL.     CCXX. 
Pause. 
Is  there  such  a  one,  who  breaks  (his)  egotism  ? 
(Who)  from  this  sweet  one3  keeps  back  his  mind  ? 

(1).  Man  has  become  destitute  of  divine  knowledge;  what  is  not,3  that  he  desires. 
The  night  is  dark  and  black,  what  is  the  means,  by  which  dawn  of  day  (may  be  made)  ? i 
(2).  Wandering  and  wandering  about  he  (=man)  is  worn  out  with  fatigue,  in  many  ways  he 
seeks  (it).6 

Nanak  says  :    (on  whom)  the   mercy  of  the   assembly  of  the   saints  is   bestowed,   he   gets   the 
treasure. 

Gauri ;  mahala  Y. 
CLI.     CCXXI. 


0  (thou)  gem,  granting  all  desires,  full  of  compassion ! 

(1).  0  Supreme  Brahm,  compassionate  to  the  poor,  by  remembering  whom  all  comforts  are  obtained! 

(2).  0  timeless  Supreme  Spirit  of  unfathomable  wisdom  ! 

By  hearing  (thy)  glory  crores  of  sins  are  blotted  out. 

(3").  0  Lord,  abode  of  mercy,  bestow  mercy  (on  me). 

(That)  Nanak  may  take  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  ! 

Gauri  purhi ;  mahala  V. 
CLII.     CCXXII. 


0  my  mind,  in  the  asylum  of  the  Lord  comforts  are  obtained. 

That  day  passes  uselessly,  in  which  he  is  forgotten,  who  gives  comfort  to  the  soul. 

1  i.e.  the  saints. 

2  fy+|  iffa?^  %,  i.e.  3Tlfy*tfT>  *ne  Maya,  which  is  described  as  attractive  and  sweet. 

3  i.e.  the  Maya,  which  is  not  in  reality,  but  only  an  illusion. 
*  g^  =  gfj,  s.f.  dawn  of  day  ;  the  verb  is  left  out. 

6  i.e.  the  fApJ.  the  treasure  (=  the  name). 

39 
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(1).  Thou  art  come  (into  this  world)  as  a  guest  of  one  night  and  extendest  thy  hope  (of  life) 
to  many  ages. 

House,  palace,  property,  (whatever)  is  seen,  that  is  like  the  shade  of  a  tree. 

(2).  My  body,  all  my  wealth,  my  garden  and  all  my  property  pass  away. 

(If)  the  Lord,  the  giver  (of  them),  be  forgotten,  they  become  in  a  moment  the  property  of  another. 

(3).  He  puts  on  (clean)  vestments,  he  makes  ablutions,  he  applies  sandal-perfume  (to  his  body). 

The  fearless,  formless  (Supreme)  is  not  known  (by  him),  like  elephants,  which  have  been  bathed.1 

(4).  "When  he  (i.e.  Hari)  becomes  merciful  (to  any),  he  joins  the  true  Guru  (to  him),  all  comforts 
(are  obtained)  by  the  name  of  Hari. 

He  becomes  released,  (his)  fetters  are  opened  by  the  Guru,  humble  Nanak  (says):  he  sings  the 
excellences  of  Hari. 

Gauri  purll  ;  maliala  V. 
CLIII.     CCXXIII. 


0  my  mind,  it  should  always  be  said  :  0  Guru,  Guru,  Guru  ! 

The  (human)  birth,  the  gem,  is  made  fruitful  by  the  Guru,  I  sacrifice  myself  for  a  meeting 
(with  him). 

(1).  As  many  breaths  and  morsels  a  man  is  taking,  so  many  (times)  the  excellences  (of  Hari) 
should  be  sung. 

When  one's  own  true  Guru  becomes  merciful,  then  this  wisdom  and  understanding  are  obtained. 

(2).  0  my  mind,  by  taking  the  name  thou  art  released  from  the  bonds  of  Tama,  all  comforts 
of  comforts  are  obtained  (thereby). 

Serve  the  Lord,  the  true  Guru,  the  donor !  the  fruit,  that  is  desired  by  the  mind,  comes  to  hand. 

(3).  The  name  is  friend,  acquaintance  and  son ;  the  creator,  0  heart,  goes  with  thee. 

Serve  thy  own  true  Guru,  by  the  Guru  it  (i.e.  the  name)  is  put  into  (thy)  lap.2 

(4).  By  the  Lord,  the  merciful  Guru,  mercy  was  bestowed  (on  me),  all  (my)  cares  were  extinguished 
(thereby). 

Nanak  obtained  happiness,  by  praising  Hari  all  troubles  were  done  away. 

EAGU  GAUEI;    MAHALA  V. 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

CLIV.     CCXXIV. 

Pause. 

The  thirst  of  some  rare  one  is  quenched.3 

(1).  Crores  (of  Eupees)  they'  amass,  hundred  thousand  crores,  (but)  their  mind  they  do  not  check. 
For  more  and  more  (money)  they  struggle. 

(2).  (Though)  they  have  beautiful  women  of  many  kinds,  (they  are)  passionate  after  another's  wife. 
Good  and  bad  are  not  known  (to  them). 

1  The  sentence  is  not  complete,  supply :  he  sullies  himself  or  wallows  in  the  dust,  like  elephants  which 
have  been  bathed. 

2  VT?^  =  VS?>  (pallai),  the  border  of  a  garment,  in  which  money  is  bound  up. 

3  -spfft  =  ■spflit 

4  yffi — u%  may  also  be  the  singular. 
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(3).  Many  (are)  the  bonds  of  the  Maya,  (by  which)  he  errs  and  is  led  astray,  the  abode  of  excel- 
lences is  not  praised  (by  him). 

(His)  mind  struggles  in  worldly  pursuits. 

(4).  On  whom  he  bestows  mercy,  O^riends,  he  dies  whilst  living,  in  the  society  of  the  pious  he 
crosses  the  Maya. 

Nanak  (says) :  that  man  is  approved  at  the  gate  of  Hari. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 
CLV.     CCXXV. 


(Thou),  0  Hari,  (art)  the  essence  (pith)  of  everything. 

(1).  Sometimes  (thou  art)  abstract  meditation,  sometimes  enjoyment,  sometimes  divine  knowledge, 
sometimes  contemplation. 

Sometimes  thou  holdest  a  staff.1 

(2).  Sometimes  (thou  art)  silent  repetition,  sometimes  austerity,  sometimes  worship,  a  burnt-offering 
(and)  religious  observance. 

Sometimes  thou  art  moving  about. 

(3).  Sometimes  (thou  art)  the  shore,  sometimes  the  water,  sometimes  reflection  on  the  Veda. 

Nanak  (says)  :  (thou  art)  dear  to  (thy)  devotees. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 
CLVI.     CCXXVI. 


Celebrating  (thy)  excellences,  (this)  is  my  treasure. 

(1).  Even  thou  (art  my)  delight,  even  thou  (my)  glory,  even  thou  (my)  beauty,  even  thou  (my) 
splendour. 

My  hope  and  support  art  thou,  0  Lord ! 

(2).  Even  thou  (art  my)  trust,  even  thou  (my)  gift,  even  thou  (my)  Lord,  even  thou  (my)  life. 

By  the  Guru  the  separated  one  is  united  again  (with  thee). 

(3).  Thou  art  in  the  house,  thou  art  in  the  wood,  thou  art  in  the  village,  thou  art  in  the  desert. 

Thou  art,  (says)  Nanak,  quite  near. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

CLVII.     CCXXVII. 

Pause. 

(I  am)  intoxicated,  (I  am)  intoxicated  with  love  to  Hari. 

(1).  He  is  the  beloved,  he  is  (also)  the  lustful;  to  the  Guru  the  gift  is  given  (and  again)  bestowed 
(by  him). 

With  him  my  heart  is  in  love. 

(2).  He  is  the  furnace,  he  is  (also)  the  besmearing  with  mud,  he  is  the  beloved  (and)  he  is  (also) 
the  desire. 

In  (my)  mind  he  is  known  (as)  happiness. 


WIU  «T !  ^  is  here  an  interjection,  oh  ! 
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(3).  Tranquillity,  amusement,  joy  (and)  sport  (accrued  to  me),  the  wanderings  (in  transmigration) 
were  stopped,  union  (with  the  Supreme)  was  brought  about. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  was  obtained.1 

EAGU   GAUEI   MALVA.;    MAHALA  V. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

CLVIII.     CCXXYIII. 

Pause. 
Take  the  name  of  Hari,  0  friend,  take  it ! 
Before  (thee)  is  a  difficult,  terrible  road. 

(1).  Serve  always  the  servant  of  the  servants,2  death  is  dwelling  with  thee. 
Serve  thou  the  pious,  0  man,  and  the  net  of  Tama  will  be  cut  off. 

(2).  Burnt-offerings,  sacrifices  and  pilgrimages  to  holy  watering  places  are  made,  but  in  their  heart 
they  are  bound  by  the  passion  of  egotism. 

Having  enjoyed  both  hell  and  heaven  they  will  again  and  again  be  born. 

(3).  In  the  city  of  Shiva,  in  the  city  of  Brahma  and  Indra  there  is  no  immovable  dwelling.3 

"Without  the  service  of  Hari  there  is  (no  lasting)  happiness,  0  man,  the  Sakats  come  and  go. 

(4).  As  I  was  instructed  by  the  Guru,  so  I  have  proclaimed  it. 

Nanak  says :  hear,  0  my  heart,  having  praised  (Hari)  there  will  be  emancipation. 

EAGU  GAUEI  MALA;  MAHALA  V. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

CLIX.     CCXXIX. 


By  me,  child-like  in  understanding,  happiness  was  obtained,  0  friend ! 

Joy  (and)  grief,  life 4  and  death,  pain  and  pleasure  are  the  same  in  (my)  mind,  after  having  met  with 
the  Guru. 

(1).  As  long  as  I  meditate  and  reflect  on  something,  I  am  full  of  pain.5 

(But)  when  the  merciful,  perfect  Guru  is  met  with,  then  there  is  joy  and  tranquillity.8 

(2).  As  many  clevernesses  and  works  as  I  practised,  so  many  fetters  fell  upon  me. 

(But)  when  the  holy  man  (=  the  Guru)  put  his  hand  on  my  forehead,  then  we  became  emancipated. 

(3).  As  long  as  I  was  saying  :   "  mine,  mine,"  so  long  I  was  encompassed  by  poison. 

"When  my  mind,  body  and  intellect  were  offered  up  to  the  Lord,  then  we  slept  in  tranquillity. 

1  VdU  =  Sansk.  JJTF  ;  the  subject  is  Hari  or  it  may  be  referred  to  JTvTtT.  ^T?,  etc. 

2  5fe3  #J^S,  the  servant  of  the  servants,  i.e.  the  Guru,  who  is  otherwise  called  the  ^T?l^  ^TT>  and 
in  the  next  line  the  1{m  (sing.). 

3  The  sense  is :  those,  who  by  reason  of  their  work  are  transferred  to  these  happy  places,  must  leave  them 
again,  after  their  merits  are  exhausted. 

4  Ol(A  fiTtT?'  The  common  meaning  of  0  |(A  is  damage,  hurt,  etc.,  which  will  not  suit  the  context 
here,  as  one  word  is  in  contraposition  to  the  other;  UTfe  must  therefore  be  the  antithesis  of  T*T33  •  But  we 
are  not  able  to  detect  any  suitable  etymology  and  must  leave  it  doubtful. 

5  ^tTS  'WS  >  7tf<5  is  the  Format.  Plural,  3^  =  U*T  33,  we  are  full  of. 

6  TvJ%  =  WJtT>  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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(4).  So  long  as  I  carried  about  (my)  load,  I  was  mulcted.1 

When  having  thrown  down  the  load  the  perfect  Guru  met  (with  me),  then  Nanak  became  fearless.' 

dfiiuri  mala  ;  mahala  V. 

CLX.     CCXXX. 

Pause. 

I  gave  up,  I  gave  up,  0  dear,  (my  own)  suppositions. 

I  gave  (them)  up,  I  gave  (them)  up  after  having  met  with  the  Guru. 

All  comforts,  joys,  welfare  and  enjoyments  (are  obtained)  by  obeying  the  command  of  Govind.5 

(1).  Dignity  and  conceit,  both  came  to  an  end  after  having  thrown  (my)  head  before  the  feet  of 
the  Guru. 

There  is  prosperity  and  joy,  no  calamity  nor  pain,  (when)  love  to  the  Lord  has  sprung  up. 

(2).  The  One  Lord  is  the  dwelling-place  (and)  the  inhabitant  (of  it),  the  pleasure-ground  and  the 
spectator  (of  it).4 

The  saints  have  become  fearless,  their  apprehension  is  put  down  by  the  all-filling,  all-pervading 5 
(Supreme). 

(3).  "Whatever  is  done  by  the  cause  of  causes,6  they  do  not  take  offence  at  it  in  their  mind. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  (their)  sleeping  mind  is  awakened  by  the  favour  of  the  saints. 

(4).  Humble  Nanak  has  fallen  on  thy  protection,  he  has  come  to  (thy)  asylum. 

(By)  love  to  the  name  tranquillity  and  pleasures  are  enjoyed,  pain  does  not  again  befall  (one). 

Gauri  mala ;  mahala  V. 
CLXI.     CCXXXI. 


A  ruby  was  obtained,  a  gem  was  obtained  in  (my)  mind. 

(My)  body  became  cool,  (my)  mind  became  cool,  by  the  word  of  the  true  Guru  I  was  absorbed 
(in  Hari). 

(1).  (My)  hunger  ceased,  all  (my)  thirst  was  quenched,  all  anxiety  was  forgotten. 

(When)  the  perfect  Guru  placed  his  hand  on  (my)  forehead,  (my)  mind  was  overcome  (and) 
all  the  world.7 

(2).  (We)  are  perfeotly  satiated  within  (our)  heart,  we  are  now  set  free  from  staggering. 

An  inexhaustible  treasury  was  given  (us)  by  the  true  Guru,  there  is  no  deficiency  of  diamonds 
and  pearls.8 

(3).  Hear,  the  One  is  wonderful,  0  brother !  such  an  understanding  is  taught  by  the  Guru. 

When  the  Lord,  after  having  removed  the  screen,  is  met  with,  then  subservience  to  others 
is  forgotten. 

1  3T75  c|dAI>  literally :  to  pay  in  a  fine. 

2  (AddS  =  foddG,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

3  miPiG  =  wTf3T>HT> for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme< 

4  faHAlPlG  =  tT'reT  (=  Sansk.  sJTTT),  g;°  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

5  *idfc|lPlG  =  +fdUJl  m*m),  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

6  oHd3  °HdcV  =  W3&  3"raS,  the  producer  of  the  cause  or  cause  of  causes,  the  primary  cause  or  prin- 
ciple of  whatever  is  done. 

7  VT3\,  instead  of  JTTHT .  all,  entire. 

8  *WT>  pearl,  Sansk.  *J^f. 
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(4).  This  wonder  cannot  be  told,  he  knows  it,  by  whom  it  is  tasted. 

Nanak  says :    the  True  one  is  manifested  (to  him),  into  (whose)  heart  the  treasure  is  put  by 
the  Guru. 

Gauri  mala  ;  mahala  V. 

CLXII.     CCXXXII. 

Pause. 
They  are  saved,  who  are  in  the  asylum  of  Earn,  the  king. 

All  (other)  people  are  in  the  circle  of  the  Maya  (and)  are  falling  again  and  again  on  the  earth.1 
(1).  The  great  men,  having  reflected  on  the  Shastras,  the  Smriti  and  the  Veda,  have  said  thus : 
""Without  adoring  Hari  there  is  no  salvation,  no  one  obtained  happiness." 

(2).  (If)  the  wealth  of  the  three  worlds  be  amassed,  the  impulse  of  the  passions  is  not  extinguished. 
How  shall  one   get   stability   (in  rectitude)  without  devotion   to  Hari  ?   he  is   returning   (into 
existence)  immediately.3 

(3).  Though  he  practises  many  heart-enchanting  sports,  his  lust  is  not  satiated. 

It  is  burning  and  burning  and  never  extinguished,  all  (sports)  without  the  name  are  useless. 

(4).  Mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  0  my  friend,  this  is  the  full  pith  of  happiness. 

The  soeiety  of  the  pious  removes  regeneration  and  death,  Nanak  is  the  dust  of  the  pious. 

Gauri  mala  ;  mahala  V. 

CLXIII.     CCXXXIII. 

Pause. 

May  any  one  explain  (to  me)  this  arrangement  (of  the  world)  ? 

If  he  become  the  creator,  he  may  give  information. 

(1).  By  this  ignorant  one  nothing  is  wrought,  not  any  silent  repetition  (of  the  name)  nor  austerity 
is  practised. 

In  the  ten  directions  of  the  globe  he  makes  wander  his  mind,  by  doing  what  work  is  it  bound  ? 

(2).  He  is  the  Lord  of  the  mind,  body,  property  and  land,  I  am  his  and  he  is  mine. 

By  reason  of  error  and  spiritual  blindness  nothing  is  understood,  these  have  fallen  (like)  ropes 
on  the  feet. 

(3).  Then  what  work  can  this  one3  undertake,  when  this  one  is  nothing  ? 

"When  the  One,  who  is  void  of  all  darkness  and  formless,  the  Lord  himself,  is  doing  everything.1 

(4).  His  own  works  he  himself  knows,  by  whom  this  arrangement  (of  the  world)  is  made. 

Nanak  says :  he  himself  is  the  creator,  by  the  true  Guru  the  error  is  stopped. 

Gauri  mala  ;  mahala  V. 
CLXIV.     CCXXXIV. 
Pause. 
"Without  Hari  other  works  are  useless. 

(By  whom)  muttering  repetitions,  austerities,    control  of  the  passions   and  religious   works  are 
practised,  they  are  robbed  on  this  side.5 

1  By  regeneration. 

2  VTJtT  VTHJ  =  'MvRfc  Vvlf^>  first  of  all,  immediately. 

3  fyo  ,  this  one,  i.e.  man. 

*  Human  liberty  (arbitrium  liberum)  is  totally  denied  here,  as  in  every  pantheistical  system. 

5  The  sense  is :  they  are  stripped  of  the  merits  of  their  works  in  this  world ;  they  do  not  go  with  them. 
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(1).  "Who  are  engaged  in  vows,  religious  observances  and  obligations,  they  do  not  receive  a  farthing. ' 
Going  on  (to  the  other  world)  is  a  different  thing,  0  brother,  there  they  are  of  no  use. 
(2).  Who  bathes  at  a  Tirtha  and  is  wandering  about  the  earth,  does  further  on  not  get  a  place. 
There  this  proceeding  is  of  no  use,  that  world  does  not  believe  in  it. 

(3).  Though  the  four  Vedas  be  rehearsed  from  memory,  in  the  other  world  the  palace  (of  Hari) 
is  not  obtained. 

If  one  do  not  comprehend  the  one  pure  name,  all  is  nonsensical  talk,  (whatever)  be  prated. 
(4).  Nanak  expresses  this  result  of  his  reflection, — who  does  act  up  to  it,  is  crossing  over — 
"  Serve  the  Guru  and  meditate  on  the  name,  drop  conceit  from  thy  mind!  " 

Gauri :  mahala  V. 

CLXV.     CCXXXV. 

Pause. 

Madhava  !  Hari,  Hari,  Hari !  should  be  uttered  with  (one's)  mouth. 

By  us  nothing  can  be  done,  0  Lord,  as  thou  puttest  (one)  down,  so  he  remains. 

(1).  "What  can  he  do,  what  is  he  effecting,  what  is  in  the  hand  of  this  helpless  one  ? 

"Where  thou  puttest  (him),  there  he  remains,  0  our  omnipresent  Lord ! 

(2).  Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  liberal  donor  of  all,  apply  (me)  to  unremitting  meditation  (on  thee) ! 

This  is  the  prayer  of  Nanak  to  Hari:  make  me  mutter  thy  name  ! 

RAGTJ   GATJRI  MAJH ;  MAHALA   V. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

CLXVI.     CCXXXVI. 

(1).  Damodar,  the  king  is  merciful  to  the  poor,  0  dear  ! 

Having  made  crores  of  men  thou  didst  apply  them  to  thy  service,  0  Lord ! 

He  is  compassionate  to  (his)  devotees,  thy  affair  (or  livelihood)  is  kept  up  (by  him),  0  dear ! 

He  is  omnipresent  in  all  places,  0  dear ! 

(2).  How  shall  I  see  my  beloved,  what  is  that  work  (that  I  should  do),  0  dear  ! 

(Having  become)  the  slave  of  the  saints  I  will  worship  their  feet,  0  dear  ! 

This  life  I  will  devote,  I  will  sacrifice  myself  (to  them),  0  dear  ! 

Bowing  and  bowing  to  him 2 1  will  cling  to  his  feet,  0  dear ! 

(3).  The  Pandit  is  searching  books  (and)  the  Veda,  0  dear  ! 

Having  become  a  Bairagi  he  is  bathing  at  a  Tirtha,  0  dear  ! 

He  is  singing  songs 3  and  reciting  praises,  0  dear  ! 

I  will  meditate  on  the  name  of  the  fearless  Hari,  0  dear  ! 

(4).  (To  whom)  my  Lord  has  become  merciful,  0  dear  ! 

(Those)  sinners  (are  made)  pure,  having  clung  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru,  0  dear  ! 

Having  cut  off  (their)  error  and  fear  they  are  made  everybody's  friend,  0  dear ! 

By  the  Guru  the  desire  of  their  heart  is  fulfilled,  0  dear  ! 

1  WTTo.  s-m-  the.  eighth  part  of  a  pice  (now  ttfift). 

2  i.e.  the  Guru,  the  head  of  the  saints. 

3  75TC  is  here  used  in  an  adjective  sense  =  ^FtfTt.  praising,  singing. 
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(5).  "Who  has  obtained  the  name,  he  is  wealthy,  0  dear  ! 

"Who  has  meditated  on  the  Lord,  (he  becomes)  lustrous,  0  dear ! 

"Who  (has  obtained)  the  society  of  the  pious,  all  his  actions  are  good,  0  dear  ! 

He  is  easily  absorbed,  0  dear ! 

Oaurl  rnajh  ;  mahala  V. 

CLXVII.     CCXXXVII. 

(1).  Come,  0  my  beloved  Earn  ! 

Night  and  day,  at  every  breath  I  think  of  thee,  0  dear  ! 

Give  (me)  information,  0  holy  one,  (that)  I  may  fall  at  (thy)  feet,  0  dear  ! 

"Without  thee  how  shall  one  be  saved,  0  dear  ! 

(2).  In  thy  society  I  am  happy,  0  dear ! 

In  (every)  tree  and  grass,  in  the  three  worlds  (thou),  the  highest  bliss  and  joy,  (art  contained). 

The  bed  is  beautiful,  this  mind  (of  mine)  is  opening  (to  thee),  0  dear  ! 

Having  seen  (thy)  sight  this  happiness  is  obtained,  0  dear  ! 

(3).  "Washing  (thy)  feet  I  will  always  serve  thee,  0  dear  ! 

"Worship,  adoration  and  homage  I  "will  offer  to  thee ! 

(Having  become)  the  slave  of  slaves  I  will  mutter  (thy)  name,  0  dear ! 

Supplication  I  will  offer '  to  (thee),  the  Lord,  0  dear  ! 

(4).  My  wish  is  fulfilled,  my  mind  and  body  are  green  (=  happy),  0  dear  ! 

Seeing  (thy)  sight  all  (my)  pain  is  taken  off,  0  dear  ! 

Muttering  continually  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  I  have  crossed  over,  0  dear ! 

This  imperishable  happiness  is  retained  by  Nanak,  0  dear  ! 

Oaurl  majh;  mahala  V. 

CLXVIII.     CCXXXVIII. 

(1).  Hear,  hear  my  sweetheart,  my  friend  dear  to  (my)  heart,  0  dear ! 

My  heart  and  body  are  thine,  this  life  also  I  devote  to  thee,  0  dear ! 

May  the  Lord,  the  support  of  (my)  life,  not  be  forgotten  (by  me),  0  dear ! 

I  am  always  in  thy  asylum,  0  dear  ! 

(2).  May  I  obtain  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  that  Hari,  Hari,  0  dear  ! 

"Whom  having  found  my  heart  lives,  0  dear  brother ! 

All  is  the  Lord's,  (all)  places  are  the  Lord's. 

I  always  devote  myself  to  the  Lord,  0  dear ! 

(3).  This  treasure  he  minds  attentively,  whose  lot  is  great,  0  dear! 

On  the  one  pure  name  he  bestows  his  devout  meditation,  0  dear ! 

(By  whom)  the  perfect  Guru  is  obtained,  all  his  troubles  are  effaced,  0  dear  ! 

The  eight  watches  the  excellences  (of  Hari)  are  sung  (by  him),  0  dear  ! 

(4).  A  choice  jewel  is  thy  name,  0  Hari ! 

Thou  art  the  true  wholesale-merchant,  thy  devotees  are  (thy)  retail-dealers,  0  dear ! 

The  wealth  of  Hari  is  true  capital  stock  and  traffic,  0  dear  ! 

Humble  Fanak  always  devotes  himself  (to  it),  0  dear ! 

1  Literally  :  will  be  said. 
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BAGU   GATJBI   MAJH;   MAHALA  V. 
Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

ctxix.   ccxxxix. 

Pause. 
Thou  art  the  object  of  my  high  regard,  0  creator,  thou  art  the  object  of  my  high  regard. 
By  thy  power  I  dwell  in  comfort,  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  the  object  of  my  attention. 
(1).  All  things  are  known  (by  those,  who),  when  having  heard,  are  silent. 
Understanding  is  never  obtained  by  those  who  are  deluded  by  the  Maya. 
(2).  The  hints  and  signs,  which  they  give,  are  seen  by  their  eyes.1 
He  who  is  foolish  and  covetous,  does  not  at  all  hear  what  is  said. 

(3).  What  shall, I  count  one,  two  (or)  four  (relishes)  ?  the  whole  (world)  is  carried  away  by  one 
relish  {i.e.  of  the  Maya). 

Some  few  delight  in  the  name,  (as)  some  rare  place  is  cultivated. 

(4).  The  devotees  are  lustrous  at  the  true  gate,  they  are  happy  day  and  night. 

To  those,  who  are  imbued  with  love  to  the  Lord,  humble  Eanak  always  devotes  himself. 

Qaurl  mcijh  ;  mahala  V. 
CLXX.     CCXL. 


Thy  name,  0  Lord,  is  clearing  away  pain,  thy  name  is  clearing  away  pain. 

(By  whom)  it  is  adored  the  eight  watches,  (his)  divine  knowledge  the  true  Guru  is  completing. 

(1).  In  which  body  the  Supreme  Brahm  dwells,  that  place  is  beautiful. 

The  servant  of  Tama  does  not  approach  (him,  who)  with  his  tongue  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(2).  The  knowledge  of  (thy)  service  is  not  known  (to  me)  nor  do  I  know  how  to  adore  (thee).2 

(I  flee  to)  thy  protection,  0  life  of  the  world,  0  my  unattainable,  unfathomable  Lord ! 

(3).  (To  whom)  the  Lord  has  become  merciful,  (their)  grief  and  afflictions  have  fled. 

No  hot  wind  touches  them,  who  are  protected  by  the  true  Guru  himself. 

(4).  The  Guru  is  Narayan,  the  Guru  is  God,  the  Guru  is  the  true  creator. 

From  the  Guru  being  pleased  everything  is  obtained,  humble  Nanak  is  always  devoted  (to  him). 

Gauri  mujh  ;  mahala  V. 
CLXXI.     CCXLI. 


By  muttering  :  Hari,  Bam,  Earn,  Earn,  Earn  ! 

(My)  affairs  were  accomplished. 

(1).  In  muttering  Earn  GSvind  (my)  face  became  pure. 

From  whom  the  glory  of  Hari  is  heard,  he  is  (my)  brother  and  friend. 

(2).  In  whom  (are  contained)  all  things,  all  fruits  and  all  excellences : 

How  should  (that)  Govind  be  forgotten  from  (one's)  mind,  by  remembering  whom  pain  departs? 

(3).  By  clinging  to  whose  garment's  hem  one  lives  and  is  brought  over  the  water  of  existence : 

1  Those,  who  give  hints  and  signs,  are  the  saints.     "  By  their  eyes,"  i.e.  by  the  eyes  of  those,  who,  when 
having  heard  a  word  of  instruction,  keep  silence  and  meditate  upon  it. 

2  2ST  tTTV  WT<nf^r>  literally :  it  is  not  known  to  adore,  tTIVST  heing  constructed  with  the  past  con- 
junctive participle,  like  tTRSST.  the  active  of  it. 

40 
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Having  met  with  that  saint  (i.e.  Guru)  salvation  is  obtained,  the  face  (becomes)  bright  at  the 
court  (of  Hari). 

(4).  The  praise  of  Govind,  the  fountain  of  life,  is  the  capital  of  the  saints. 

Nanak  (says) :  they  are  saved  by  muttering  the  name,  at  the  true  gate  they  are  applauded. 

Gaurimajh;  mahaldY. 
CLXXII.     CCXLII. 


Sing  the  excellences  of  the  sweet  Hari,  0  dear,  sing  thou  the  excellences  of  the  sweet  Hari ! 
By  being  attached  to  the  True  one  the  placeless  one  obtains  a  place. 
(1).  AH  other  tastes  are  insipid,  body  and  mind  become  insipid. 
"What  one  does  without  the  Lord,  that  is  wasted,  (wasted)  is  that  life,  . 

(2).  Having  seized  the  hem  of  the  saint  (=  Guru)  he  will  cross  this  world. 
If  the  Supreme  Brahm  be  worshipped,  (one's)  whole  retinue  is  saved. 

(3).  He  is  (my)  sweetheart  and  relative,  he  is  (my)  friend,  (who)  puts  the  name  of  Hari  into 
(my)  heart. 

(Who),  having  effaced  all  (my)  vices,  shows  benevolence  (to  me). 

(4).  (My)  property,  treasury,  village  and  house  (are  in)  the  repository  of  the  foot  of  Hari. 

Nanak  is  a  beggar  at  thy  gate,  0  Lord,  he  asks  thee  for  a  gift. 


Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
BAGU   GAUBI;    MAHALA   IX.1 

I.  CCXLIII. 
Pause. 

0  ye  pious  people,  give  up  the  pride  of  the  heart ! 

Lust,  wrath,  the  society  of  the  wicked,  flee  from  them  day  and  night ! 

(1).  Who  considers  both,  pleasure  and  pain,  honour  and  dishonour,  as  the  same, 

Who  remains  aloof  from  joy  and  grief,  by  him  the  substance  of  the  universe 2  is  known. 

(2).  That  one  may  give  up  both  praise  and  blame  and  seek  for  final  emancipation. 

This  sport,  says  humble  Nanak,  is  difiicult,  by  some  (rare)  disciple  it  is  known. 

Gaurl ;  makala  IX. 

II.  CCXLIV. 

Pause. 

0  ye  pious,  (this)  creation  is  made  by  Bam. 

One  considers  (him)  as  perishable,3  another  as  eternal,  (but)  the  wonderful  one  cannot  be  apprehended. 

(1).  Man  is  in  the  power  of  lust,  wrath  and  spiritual  delusion,  the  person  of  Hari  is  forgotten. 

The  unreal  body  is  considered  as  real,  like  a  dream  in  the  night. 

(2).  What  is  seen,  that  all  perishes,  like  the  shade  of  a  cloud. 

Humble  Nanak  has  known  the  world  as  vain,  he  remained  (therefore)  in  the  asylum  of  Bam. 

1  i.e.  Guru  Tegh  Bahadur,  the  ninth  Sikh  Guru,  born  a.d.  1612  (1621  ?),  executed  (at  Delhi)  1675. 

2  tT3T33>  the  substance  of  the  universe,  i.e.  the  supreme  or  absolute  being,  constituting  the  substance  of 
the  universe. 

3  fff?  fyAfl  ftjc?  *W+jffcid  VJ7i>  i-e-  Ram,  that  he  (i.e.  Ram)  perishes,  another,  that  he  is  firm,  eternal. 
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Gaurl ;    mahala  IX. 
III.     CCXLV. 


The  praise  of  Hari  does  not  come  into  man's  mind. 

Day  and  night  he  remains  absorbed  in  the  Maya,  say,  how  should  he  sing  (his)  excellences  ? 

(1).  With  son,  friend,  the  Maya,  selfishness,  thus  he  fetters  his  own  self. 

Having  seen  this  false  world  he  rises  and  runs  after  it,  as  after  a  mirage. 

(2).  The  cause  of  devotion  (and  consequent)  final  emancipation  is  the  Lord,  (but)  the  fool  forgets  him. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  among  crores  some  (rare)  one  attains  to  the  worship  of  Earn. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  IX. 
IV.     CCXLVI. 


0  ye  pious,  this  mind  cannot  be  seized. 

It  is  fickle,  (worldly)  thirst  dwells  in  it,  therefore  it  does  not  remain  firm  '  (steady). 

(I).  In  whose  body  hard  wrath  is,  (by  him)  all  discretion  is  forgotten. 

Every  jewel  of  divine  knowledge  is  taken  away  (from  him),  with  him  nothing  abides. 

(2).  All  the  Jogis  have  been  wearied  with  their  efforts,  the  skilful  have  ceased  singing  (his)  excellences. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  when  Hari  has  become  merciful,  then  every  affair  is  accomplished. 

Gaurl;  mahala  IX. 

V.     CCXLVII. 

Pause. 

0  ye  pious,  sing  the  excellences  of  Govind  ! 

Tou  have  obtained  the  priceless  human  birth,  why  do  ye  waste  it  to  no  purpose  ? 
(1).  Hari  is  the  purifier  of  the  sinners3  and  the  friend  of  the  poor,  come  to  his  asylum  ! 
By  whose  remembrance  the  fear  of  an  elephant 3  is  taken  away,  why  do  you  forget  him  ? 
(2).  Having  given  up  conceit  and  the   delusion  of   the  Maya,   apply  your  mind   again  to  the 
adoration  of  Ham  ! 

Nanak  says :  this  is  the  way  of  final  emancipation ;  having  become  disciples  you  will  obtain  it. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  IX. 

VI.    CCXLVIII. 

Pause. 

May  some  one  instruct  my  erring  mind,  0  mother ! 

(Though)  having  heard  the  way  of  the  Vedas,  the  Purans  (and)  the  pious,  it  does  not  for  a  moment 
sing  the  praises  of  Hari. 

(1).  Having  obtained  a  human  body,  which  is  hard  to  get,  he  spends  his  life  to  no  purpose. 
For  the  delusion  of  the  Maya,  which  is  a  very  intricate  forest,  he  lets  spring  up  a  propensity. 

1  dvJTSiT  =  <J§>  f°r  'ne  sake  °f  tne  rhyme. 

2  IjXld  is  nere  taken  in  the  sense  of  1)1  <^ A,  purifying  ;  its  usual  signification  is :  purified. 

3  3p»T  7  3TT>  tne  ftar  of  an  elephant,  i.e.  the  fear  of  being  thrown  before  an  elephant,  formerly  a  frequent 
manner  of  execution  in  India. 
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(2).  He  entertains  no  love  to  the  Lord,  who  is  always  near  inside  and  outside. 
Nanak  says :  him  consider  emancipated,  in  whose  body  Earn  is  contained. 

Gauri ;  mahald  IX. 
VII.     CCXLIX. 

Pause. 
0  ye  pious,  in  the  asylum  of  Earn  there  is  rest ! 

One  may  read  the  Vedas  and  the  Puranas,  (but)  this  is  virtue,  if  one  remember  the  name  of  Hari. 
(1).  Covetousness,  delusion  of  the  Maya,  selfishness  and  attendance  to  worldly  pursuits: 
Joy  and  grief  affect  him,  in  whom  that  God  is  not  formed.1 
(2).  Heaven  and  hell,  nectar  and  poison,  gold  and  copper  are  the  same  to  him : 2 
To  whom  praise  and  blame,  covetousness,  (spiritual)  delusion  and  passion 3  are  the  same. 
(3).  "Who  is  not  under  the  obstruction  of  pain  and  pleasure,  him  consider  wise  ! 
Nanak  says  :  him  consider  emancipated,  who  is  a  man  of  this  kind. 

Gauri ;  mahald  IX. 

VIII.  CCL. 

Pause. 

0  heart,  what  has  happened  to  thee,  the  foolish  one  ? 

Day  and  night  life  diminishes,  and  thou  dost  not  know,  that  thou  hast  become  light  (in  weight) 
by  covetousness ! 

(1).  The  body,  beautiful  house  and  women,  which  thou  hast  considered  thy  own  : 
Of  these  nothing  is  thine ;  see,  reflect  and  think ! 

(2).  Thy  life,  the  jewel,  is  lost  by  thee,  the  way  of  Govind  is  not  known  by  thee. 
Not  a  moment  thou  hast  become  absorbed  with  his  feet,  thy  life  is  spent  to  no  purpose. 
(3).  Nanak  says :  that  man  is  happy,  who  sings  the  excellences  of  the  name  of  Earn. 
All  the  other  world  is  deluded  by  the  Maya,  it  does  not  obtain  the  secure  place.4 

Gauri;  mahald  IX. 

IX.  CCLI. 

Pause. 
0  thoughtless  man,  be  afraid  of  sin ! 

He,  who  is  merciful  to  the  poor,  is  annihilating  all  sin,  fall  thou  on  his  asylum ! 
(1).  Whose  excellences  the  Vedas  and  Puranas  are  singing,  his  name  hold  fast  in  thy  heart ! 
The  name  of  Hari  is  purifying  in  the  world,  by  continually  remembering  it  take  off  all  sins  ! 
(2).  A  human  body  thou  wilt  not  obtain  again,  make  somewhat  a  scheme  for  thy  final  emancipation, 
0  man ! 

Kanak  says  :  praise  him,  who  is  full  of  compassion,  and  thou  wilt  cross  the  ocean  of  existence,  0  man ! 

1  It  is  better  here  to  take  *T3T3'  as  an  adjective  (=  Sansk.  3Trf),  formed,  substantial. 

2  f^{0  =  fjvj .  to  him,  referring  to  ^n  ?  0>Tfe)>  m  whose  mind  =  to  whom. 

3  "3TT[  cannot  be  here  a  correlative  adjective  (such),  but  must  be  a  substantive.     It  is  the  Arabic  iA-Is, 
passion. 

1  P>da  V^>  the  secure  place,  from  which  no  more  regeneration  takes  place. 
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RAGU    GAURI. 

Astpadls  ;  mahald  I. 

Gauri  guarert. 

Om !  the  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  supreme  spirit. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  ! 

I. 

(1).  A  treasure  and  perfection  is  reflection  on  the  spotless  name. 
(In  -whom)  the  all-filling  remains  full,  destroying  (his)  poison  : 
His  triad  is 1  gone  off,  he  is  pure  within. 
The  instruction  of  the  Guru  became  useful  in  (=to  his)  soul. 


In  this  wise,  by  uttering  Earn,  the  mind  is  soothed. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru,  the  collyrium  of  understanding,  he  {i.e.  Ram)  is  known. 

(2).  (What  is)  considered  as  the  only  happiness,  is  easily  obtained. 

By  the  pure  word  (of  the  Guru)  error  is  stopped. 

They  became  red,  the  false  red  colour  was  absorbed.2 

His  favourable  look  fell  (on  them)  and  their  poison  was  stopped. 

(3).  A  return3  took  place,  having  died  whilst  living  they  became  awake. 

They  delighted  in  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  their  mind  was  applied  to  Hari. 

Sweet  juice  they  collect,  poison  is  done  away  and  abandoned. 

In  faith  they  live,  the  fear  of  Yama  has  fled. 

(4).  ("Worldly)  enjoyments,  disputes  and  selfishness  are  stopped. 

The  mind  is  imbued  with  love  to  Hari  (and  to)  the  order  of  the  boundless  one. 

The  practices  of  caste  and  brotherhood 4  are  given  up. 

(His)  favourable  look  has  fallen  (upon  them)  and  happiness  has  settled  in  the  soul. 

(5).  Without  thee  I  see  no  other  friend. 

Whom  shall  I  worship,  to  whom  shall  I  apply  my  mind  ? 

Whom  shall  I  ask,  to  whose  feet  shall  I  cling  ? 

On  whose  instruction  shall  I  continue  meditating  ? 

(6).  The  Guru  I  will  worship,  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru  I  will  cling. 

I  will  adore,  I  will  in  love  attach  myself  to  the  name  of  Hari. 

Instruction  and  initiation  (into  the  mysteries  of  the  Guru)  is  (my)  delight  and  desire. 

According  to  (his)  order  I  go  to  my  own  house. 

(7).  (My)  pride  is  gone,  with  pleasure  I  meditate  on  my  own  spirit. 

Light  has  sprung  up  (in  me),  in  the  luminous  (Supreme)  (I  am)  absorbed. 

1  fdWi^>  the  triad,  i.e.  the  three  qualities. 

z  WIW  3g>  they  became  red,  i.e.  tinged  with  the  true  colour  of  the  love  of  God. 

3  The  word  '@35'2  (/.),  return,  nearly  corresponds  to  our  "  conversion." 

4  fntH  "3$  "UfSi  TfTfe  and  \r%  must  be  taken  together;  otherwise  ^nfe  VTfS- 
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What  is  written,  is  not  effaced ;  the  word  (of  the  Guru  is)  the  sign,1 

(From  which)  the  creator,  the  cause  of  causes,  is  known. 

(8).  (I  am)  not  a  Pandit,  nor  clever  and  wise. 

(But  nevertheless)  I  am  not  erring  nor  led  astray  by  error. 

I  do  not  tell  legends  (of  the  Gods),  the  order  (of  Hari)  is  known  by  me. 

Nanak  is  easily  absorbed  (in  Hari)  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

Gaurl  guar  en  ;  mahala  I. 
II. 

(1).  The  mind  is  the  elephant,  the  body  the  pleasure-ground. 

The  Guru  is  the  elephant-goad.     (Who)  attends  to  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  : 

He  enjoys  lustre  at  the  royal  gate. 


By  dint  of  cleverness  He 2  cannot  be  known. 

Without  (the  mind)  being  subdued  how  can  his  estimate  be  obtained  ? 

(2).  In  the  house  is  nectar,  the  thieves3  take  it  away. 

None  denies  it. 

Who  keeps  (it  from  the  thieves),  to  him  he  himself  gives  greatness. 

(3).  Innumerable  *  fires  are  in  one  place. 

They  ceased  burning,  by  the  Guru  they  were  extinguished  by  dint  of  instruction. 

By  whom  his  mind  is  given  over,  he  sings  with  pleasure  the  excellences  (of  Hari). 

(4).  As  he  is  in  the  house,  so  he  is  outside.5 

Sitting  (even)  in  a  cave  how  shall  I  describe  him  ? 

In  the  sea  and  on  the  mountain  he  is  such  a  fearless  one. 

(5).  Say,  who  will  kill  a  dead  one  ? 

What  a  fear  of  any  one  has  he,  who  is  fearless  ? 

By  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  knows  the  three  worlds. 

(6).  By  whom  it  is  said,  by  him  (his)  saying  is  explained. 

By  whom  it  is  understood,  by  him  it  is  easily  comprehended. 

Having  seen  and  reflected  (on  it)  my  mind  was  soothed. 

(7).  Celebrity,  intelligence  6  and  final  emancipation  are  in  the  One  name. 

In  him  the  Supreme  Being  is  abiding  : 

Who  remains  in  his  own  house,7  in  his  own  place. 

(8).  How  many  Munis  praise  him  and  show  affection  to  him ! 

In  a  pure  body  and  heart  think  of  that  True  one  ! 

Hanak  (says) :  adore  continually  Hari ! 

1  Most  modern  MSS.  read  now  JP3R!  7fl*JIAI,  but  it  is  perhaps  better  to  read :   ^yf^"  jf|?nST>  i 
found  in  old  good  MSS. ;  the  translation  would  then  run  thus:  in  the  word  {of  the  Guru  is)  the  sign,  etc. 

2  He,  i.e.  Hari. 

3  The  thieves  are  the  five  :  3T*T>  "TTi  etc. 

4  TJT^  *H/T|W,  a  fanciful  formation.     ^T?5  =  a  hundred  kharbs. 

5  The  subject  seems  to  be  Hari,  though  no  hint  whatever  is  given ;  perhaps  the  disciple  is  meant. 
'  *T3f5  here  apparently  =  IJjfe  • 

7  (A^  Wf3.  in  his  own  house  =  in  his  own  heart. 
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Gaurl  guarerl ;  mahala  I. 

III. 

(1).  That  mind  does  not  die,  which  is  disobedient.1 

The  mind  (being)  in  the  power  of  the  inebriated  ones  (falls)  by  dint  of  folly  (into)  duality. 

(If)  the  mind  be  reconciled  by  the  Guru,  it  becomes  one  (again). 

Pause. 

Earn,  who  is  devoid  of  qualities,  comes  into  one's  power  by  means  of  praising  (him).2 
Who  removes  his  own  self,  he  reflects  on  him. 

(2).  (Whose)  mind  is  led  astray,  many  passions  are  in  (his)  thoughts. 
(Whose)  mind  is  led  astray,  on  (his)  head  a  load  comes. 
(His)  mind  is  soothed,  who  is  thoroughly  intent 3  on  Hari. 
(3).  (Whose)  mind  is  led  astray,  into  (his)  house  the  Maya,  comes. 
Hindered  by  lust  he  does  not  remain  in  (his)  place. 
Adore  Hari,  0  man,  causing  (thy)  tongue  to  praise  him  ! 
(4).  Elephants,  horses,  gold,  sons,  women 

(Cause)  much  anxiety ;  he  leaves  the  arena,  having  been  overcome  : 
(Who)  is  playing  in  a  game  of  dice  with  raw  stones.4 
(5).  By  collecting  wealth  passions  are  raised. 
Joy  and  grief  are  standing  in  the  hall. 

Happiness  is  easily  (obtained)  by  muttering  in  the  heart :  Murari ! 

(6).  If  he  {i.e.  Hari)  bestows  a  favourable  glance  (on  any  one),  then  he  unites  (him)  to  union 
(with  himself). 

He  {i.e.  the  disciple)  accumulates  virtues,  (his)  vices  he  burns  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

The  disciple  obtains  the  boon  of  the  name. 

(7).  Without  the  name  all  is  the  abode  of  pain. 

The  fleshly-minded  one  is  foolish,  the  Maya  dwells  in  (his)  mind. 

To  the  disciple  divine  knowledge  is  decreed  5  by  reason  of  former  works. 

(8).  The  mind  is  volatile  and  continually  running  about. 

To  the  true  and  pure  one  filth  is  not  pleasing. 

INanak  (says) :  the  disciple  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

Gaurl  guarerl;   mahala  I. 
IV. 

(1).  In  saying:   "I,  I,"  happiness  is  not  brought  about. 
The  conceptions  of  the  mind  are  false,  He  (only)  is  true.6 
All  are  ruined,  to  whom  duality  is  pleasing. 
That  one  earns,  which  is  written  from  the  beginning. 

1  <S<^ld  's  here  apparently  a  new  formation,  not  acting,  disobedient,  as  ^ja(  \"3,  worthless,  bad,  would  not 
suit  the  context.     The  whole  verse  is  so  obscure,  that  the  sense  is  only  hinted  at,  not  grammatically  expressed. 

2  J|<AvJ ,  the  Formative  Plur.,  by  praises  =  by  praising  him. 

3  Uo/oHcT  >s  nere  adjective  (TJWT^tTT^  having  one  bent  of  mind,  quite  intent  on. 

4  TTftJ'  (Sansk.  UJTtT)>  a  st°ne  used  in  playing  Chaupar,  etc. 

5  f55ftWTW  >  the  TT  is  a  mere  alliteration. 

6  That  is:  really  existing. 
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The  world  was  seen  (by  me)  engaged  in  such  a  gambling. 

All  ask  for  happiness  (and  yet)  forget  the  name. 

(2).  If  the  invisible  world  be  seen,  then  he  could  be  described. 

"Without  being  seen  he  is  described  to  no  purpose. 

By  the  disciple  he  is  seen  with  natural  ease, 

By  bestowing  adoration  and  reflection  with  one  devout  thought  (on  him). 

(3).  (They  are)  asking  for  happiness,  (yet)  their  pain  increases. 

They  string  a  necklace  of  all  passions.1 

Without  the  One  (they  are)  false,  they  do  not  become  emancipated. 

"Who  continually  says  :  "the  creator,"  he  sees  (him). 

(4).  He  extinguishes  the  fire  of  (worldly)  thirst  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru), 

Duality,  doubt,  with  natural  ease  : 

(Who)  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  causes  the  name  to  dwell  in  his  heart, 

(And)  sings  in  true  manner  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(5).  In  the  body  of  the  disciple  is  true  love  (to  Hari). 

(Who  is)  without  the  name,  (does  not  get)  his  own  place.2 

Who  is  devoted  to  the  love  (of  Hari),  is  most  dear  (to  the)  king  (Hari). 

(If)  he  bestow  his  (favourable)  glance  (on  him),  then  he  comprehends  the  name. 

(6).  The  illusion  of  the  Maya  is  all  troubles. 

The  fleshly-minded  one  is  dirty,  wicked  and  ugly. 

(If)  he  serve  the  true  Guru,  the  troubles  cease. 

(Who  has)  the  nectar-name,  (he  has)  always  happiness. 

(7).  The  disciple  comprehends  (the  True  one),  bestowing  (on  him)  one  (continual)  meditation. 

He  lives  in  his  own  house  and  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Regeneration  and  death  he  stops. 

From  the  perfect  Guru  he  obtains  this  wisdom. 

(8).  (If)  I  would  tell  (His)  story,  there  would  be  no  end  of  it. 

Having  asked  the  Guru  I  saw,  that  there  is  no  other  gate. 

Pain  and  pleasure  (are  allotted)  by  his  decree  and  pleasure. 

JNanak  humbly  says  :  devoutly  meditate  (on  him)  ! 

Qaiirl;  mahala  I. 

V. 

(1).  "  The  Maya  is  the  second,"  3  so  thinks  the  world. 
Lust,  wrath,  selfishness  are  perdition. 

Pause. 

Whom  shall  I  call  the  second  ?  there  is  none. 

In  all  is  that  One  Supreme. 

(2).  (She  is)  the  second  (to)  the  foolish  one,  (who)  talks  of  two. 

1  The  sense  is :  they  carry  about  with  themselves  all  passions. 

2  'feiT  dlG»  his  own  place  (of  rest),  i.e.  final  emancipation. 

3  ^.-rH  TTf2WT>  Maya  is  the  second  (next  the  Supreme).     In  the  mind  of  the  people  the  Maya  has  a 
reality,  though  she  is  only  an  illusion. 
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He  comes  and  goes,  having  died  he  becomes  (again)  a  second.1 

(3).  The  earth  and  the  sky  I  do  not  look  upon  as  two. 

All  people  are  women  and  men. 

(4).  I  see  the  sun  and  the  moon,  the*bright  lamps. 

In  all  is  the  dearly  beloved  youth  contiguously.2 

(5).  Out  of  mercy  he  directed  my  mind  (to  the  One). 

The  true  Guru  gave  me  the  understanding  of  the  One. 

(6).  The  One  Supreme  is  known  by  the  disciple. 

Having  destroyed  duality  he  has  comprehended  him  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(7).  The  order  of  the  One  is  current  in  all  the  worlds. 

By  the  One  all  creation  has  been  made. 

(8).  Know,  that  there  are  two  ways,3  (but)  only  One  Lord. 

Learn  his  order  from  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(9).  All  forms  and  colours  are  in  the  mind  (of  him), 

Says  ISanak,  (who  is)  praising  the  One. 

Gauri  ;  mahald  I. 
VI. 

(1).  If  one  does  works  with  reference  to  the  Supreme  Spirit,  he  is  true. 
How  does  the  ignorant  one  know  the  secret  of  final  emancipation  ? 


Such  a  Jogi  reflects  on  union  (with  the  Supreme), 

"Who,  having  killed  the  five,  keeps  the  True  one  in  his  breast. 

(2).'  "Who  makes  the  True  one  dwell  in  his  heart : 

He  gets  the  price  of  the  practice  of  Jog. 

(3).  In  sun,  moon,  house  and  garden  is  the  One. 

(Whose)  work  is  to  praise  (him),  they  are  absorbed  (in  him). 

(4).  "With  one  word  some  ask  alms.4 

("Who  is)  given  to  divine  knowledge  and  meditation,  (in  him)  the  True  one  wakes.5 

(5).  "Who  is  absorbed  in  the  fear  (of  God),  does  not  go  forth  (from  his  house). 

"What  is  the  estimate  (of  him),  who  continually  devotes  himself  to  meditation  ? 

(6).  (Whom)  he  himself  unites  (with  himself),  (his)  doubt  he  stops. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  obtains  the  highest  step  (=  final  emancipation). 

(7).  Service  to  the  Guru  and  reflection  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru) 

Destroy  egotism  (=  individuality) :  (this  is)  the  best  work  (one  can  do). 

(8).  (Equal  to)  silent  repetition,  austerities,  control  of  the  senses,  reading  of  the  Puranas, 

Is  the  reverence  of  the  Boundless  one,  says  Nanak. 

1  These  two  lines  are  very  defective,  the  sense  is  only  hinted  at.  ^tH  must  apparently  be  referred  to  the 
Maya.  In  the  eyes  of  the  foolish  one  (^SHfB')  the  Maya  is  the  second,  because  he  believes  in  duality ;  therefore 
he  is  subject  to  transmigration  and  becomes  a  second  (from  the  Supreme),  i.e.  he  is  not  absorbed  in  the 
absolute  substance. 

2  y  IWI ,  youth,  young  man  (a  term  of  endearment  applied  to  Hari). 

3  Two  ways,  i.e.  that  of  the  Hindu  religion  and  that  of  the  Musaimans. 

4  The  Gosavis,  when  begging,  utter  the  one  word  iipS^Vf . 

5  The  sense  of  these  lines  is :  leading  the  life  of  mendicity  is  of  no  use,  the  True  one  is  present  in  him, 
who  is  devoted  to  divine  knowledge  and  meditation. 

41 
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Gaurl ;  mahala  I. 

VII. 

(1).  Who  lay  hold  of  patience,  religious  observances,  good  conduct  and  contentment : 

Them  sickness  does  not  befall  nor  the  pain  of  Tama.1 

They  become  emancipated  (and  absorbed  into)  the  Lord,  who  has  no  form  nor  figure. 

Pause. 

"What  fear  should  the  Jogi  entertain  ? 

In  every  tree,  house  and  outside  (of  it)  is  that  (Supreme). 

(2).  The  Jogi,  (who  is)  fearless  and  meditates  on  the  Supreme, 

"Who  day  by  day  wakes  and  devoutly  reflects  on  the  True  one  : 

That  Jogi  is  pleasing  to  my  mind. 

(3).  The  net  of  death  he  burns  by  the  fire  of  divine  knowledge.* 

(His)  old  age  and  death  is  gone,  (who)  removes  his  egotism. 

He  himself  is  saved  and  saves  (also)  his  forefathers. 

(4).  "Who  serves  the  true  Guru,  he  becomes  a  Jogi. 

"Who  remains  absorbed  in  the  fear  (of  the  Supreme),  he  becomes  fearless. 

As  he  is,  whom  he  serves,  such  a  one  he  (himself)  becomes. 

(5).  (Who)  praises  the  Supreme  Spirit,  who  alone  is  fearless; 3 

(Who)  devotes  himself  (to  him),  saying :  0  Lord  of  the  friendless  ! 

(Who)  sings  his  excellences  :  he  is  no  more  regenerated. 

(6).  Who  knows,  that  inside  and  outside  is  the  One ; 

Who  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  comprehends  his  own  self : 

He  is  approved  of  at  the  gate  (of  Hari)  on  account  of  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(7).  Who  dies  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  dwells  in  his  own  house. 

He  neither  comes  nor  goes,  his  desire  ceases. 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  lotus  (of  his  heart)  is  opened. 

(8).  Whatever  is  seen,  that  is  in  hope  and  despair. 

The  poison  of  lust  and  wrath  (is  in  them),  hunger  and  thirst. 

Nanak  (says) :  some  rare  ones  are  met  with,  who  are  of  mortified  passions. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  I. 

VIII. 

(1).  (If)  such  a  servant  (of  Hari)  be  found,  (to  him)  happiness  accrues. 
( By  whom)  pain  is  forgotten,  he  obtains  that  True  one. 

Pause. 

By  seeing  (his)  sight  (his)  wisdom  becomes  complete. 

The  dust  of  the  feet  (of  Hari)  (is  equal  to)  bathing  at  the  sixty-eight  (Tlrthas). 

(2).  The  eyes  are  gladdened  by  fixed  attentive  contemplation. 

The  tongue  (is)  pure  by  the  juice  and  essence  of  Hari. 


1  tHT  "ZM  >  ^W  =  "Ttf  >  f°r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

2  "HtnT  has  here  the  signification  of  fjpHTC- 

3  m%  is  here  verb  (AlGcM  =  TTR^T)- 
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(3).  By  considering  as  true  in  the  heart  and  by  serving  the  inapprehensible  and  impenetrable 
(Supreme) : 

The  mind  is  satiated.1 

(4).  Wherever  I  see,  there  is  the  True  one. 

"Without  comprehending  (him)  the  ignorant  world  is  disputing. 

(5).  If  the  Guru  instruct  (one),  a  clear  understanding  is  obtained. 

Some  rare  disciple  comprehends  (the  truth). 

(6).  Keep  (us)  in  mercy,  0  protector ! 

"Without  comprehending  (thee)  we  become  beasts  and  goblins. 

(7).  The  Guru  has  said :  there  is  no  other. 

To  whom  else  shall  I  look  and  worship  (him)  ? 

(8).  The  saints  are  upheld  by  the  Lord,  the  cause  of  the  three  worlds. 

"Who  knows  his  own  self,  he  reflects  on -truth. 

(9).  The  True  one  is  in  (that)  heart,  (which  is)  the  abode  of  true  love. 

Nanak  says :  we  are  his  slaves. 


Gaun ;  mahala  I. 
IX. 

(1).  Brahma  became  proud  and  did  not  know  (the  Supreme). 
The  calamity  of  the  Veda  befell  him,  he  repented  (of  his  pride).2 
By  whom  the  Lord  is  remembered,  his  mind  is  soothed. 

Pause. 

Such  a  pride  is  bad  in  the  world. 

"With  whom  the  Guru  meets,  his  pride  he  removes. 

(2).  The  king  Bali  (was)  proud  of  his  wealth. 

He  offers  no  sacrifices,  (on  account  of  his)  great  power  he  is  unflinching.3 

The  Guru  not  being  asked  (by  him)  he  goes  to  the  nether  region.4 

(3).  Harichand6  gives  presents  and  acquires  renown  (thereby). 

"Without  the  Guru  he  does  not  obtain  the  end  of  the  impenetrable  (Supreme).6 

He  himself  (i.e.  the  Supreme)  leads  astray,  he  himself  gives  wisdom. 

(4).  The  pride  of  the  evil-minded  and  wicked  Harnakhas 

The  Lord  Narayan  is  smiting  down. 

1  **T?5M  WT§«c  must  be  referred  to  5feT»  as  :  JH^fcT  J>T§^  oft  5fc?T.  The  order,  in  which  the  words 
are  put,  offends  against  all  grammatical  connexion. 

2  This  refers  to  the  story,  that  the  Veda  was  stolen  from  Brahma  whilst  sleeping. 

3  IX^I'cT)  >  f°r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  =  JlfSTB'- 

4  This  refers  to  the  incarnation  of  Vishnu  as  vamana  or  dwarf.  Bali,  the  Daitya,  had  gained  possession 
of  the  triple  world,  and  the  gods  knew  not  how  to  recover  it.  Vishnu  appeared  before  him  in  the  form  of  n 
dwarf,  and  asked  so  much  land  as  he  could  pace  in  ihree  steps.  This  request  being  granted  by  Bali,  Vishnu 
extended  so  much  as  to  step  over  the  two  worlds,  but  left  the  third,  Patala,  the  regions  below  the  earth,  to  Bali. 

5  Harichandra,  the  son  of  Trishanku,  known  for  his  unbounded  liberality.  He  is  said  to  have  given  his 
country,  his  wife  and  son,  and  finally  himself,  to  Vishvamitra.     See  Vishnu  Pur.  p.  372,  note  9. 
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He  saves  Prahlad  bestowing  mercy  on  him.1 

(5).  The  foolish  and  thoughtless  Ravana  was  led  astray. 

Lanka  was  taken  (from  him)  with  Sita. 

"Without  love  to  the  true  Guru  he  had  become  proud. 

(6).  The  thousand-armed  Madhu,  Kit,  Mahikhas,2 

Harnakhas  he  destroyed  with  (his)  nails. 

The  Daityas,  who  did  not  practise  devotion  (to  him),  were  killed. 

(7).  Jarasandh  and  Kalajamun  were  killed.3 

RaktabTju  and  Kalanemu  were  torn  in  pieces.* 

The  Daityas  were  destroyed  and  the  saints  saved. 

(8).  The  true  Guru  himself  reflects  on  the  word. 

By  reason  of  second  love  the  Daityas  were  destroyed. 

The  disciples  were  saved  by  reason  of  devotion  to  the  True  one. 

(9).  The  old  Duryodhana5  loses  his  honour. 

(For)  Ram,  that  creator  is  not  known  (by  him). 

He  is  consumed  in  pain,  who  is  the  (cause  of)  pain  to  (other)  men. 

(10).  He  is  born  (again),  by  whom  the  word  of  the  Guru  is  not  known. 

How  should  he  obtain  happiness,  who  is  led  astray  by  error  ? 

"Who  errs  one  little  bit,  he  repents  (of  it)  again. 

(11).  Kans,  lies  and  the  infamous  Canduru.6 

(By  them)  Ram  was  not  known,  (therefore)  their  honour  was  lost. 

"Without  the  Lord  of  the  universe  none  protects. 

(12).  Without  the  Guru  pride  cannot  be  eradicated. 

By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  virtue  (is  obtained),  by  the  name  of  Hari  composure  of  mind. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  gets  the  name,  he  sings  the  excellences  (of  Hari). 

Oauri ;  mahala  I. 
X. 
(1).  I  may  put  sandal-perfume  on  my  body. 
I  may  put  on  and  wear  silk-garments. 
"What  happiness  shall  I  obtain  without  the  name  of  Hari  ? 

1  This  refers  to  the  story  of  Hiranyakashipu,  the  king  of  the  Daityas,  and  his  son  Prahlada,  which  is  so 
often  brought  forth  in  the  Granth.     See  Vishnu  Pur.  p.  126,  sqq. 

2  *JTI,  name  of  an  Asura,  always  connected  with  of\z,  Sansk.  c^^f;  both  were  killed  by  Vishnu. 
"HtvPtfTT)  Sansk.  ^rf^XJT^T'  however,  is  said  to  have  been  slain  by  Durga. 

8  TTcFTRft)  Sansk.  5R["ro*tI>  Nom.  prop,  of  a  king  of  Magadha,  father-in-law  of  Kansa,  killed  by  Bhiraa. 
oMMtI+IAi  Sansk.  ^ff^f^J^if ,  king  of  the  Yavanas,  destroyed  by  Mucukunda. 

4  cW^yVfT.  Sansk.  ^Hi^ffal,  Nom.  prop,  of  an  Asura.  5T353^J>  Sansk.  ^T^J^fil,  Nom.  prop,  of  an 
Asura,  killed  by  Krishna. 

5  Duryodhana,  the  eldest  of  the  hundred  sons  of  Dhritarashtra,  who,  by  persuading  his  father  to  banish 
his  cousins,  the  Pandavas,  from  Hastinapura,  became  the  cause  of  the  great  war. 

6  Kansa,  king  of  Mathura  and  cousin  of  Devaki,  the  mother  of  Krishna,  killed  by  Krishna.  Kes 
(=  Sansk.  ifilj  or  ifif$[»Tj,  name  of  a  Daitya,  who  was  sent  by  Kansa  to  destroy  Krishna,,  He  haunted  the 
forest  Vrindavan  in  the  form  of  a  horse  to  destroy  Krishna  and  his  brother  Balarama,  hut  was  throttled  by 
Krishna.  ^3^  (or  \HsS'3',  as  it  is  also  written  in  some  MSS.)  is  corrupted  from  the  Sansk.  T||WrT,  Nom. 
prop,  of  a  wrestler  in  the  service  of  Kansa  and  killed  by  Krishna. 
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"What  shall  I  put  on,  in  what  dress  shall  I  show  myself? 

What  happiness  shall  I  ohtain  without  the  Lord  of  the  universe  ? 

(2).  (There  may  he)  a  ring  in  my  ears,  on  my  neck  a  necklace  of  pearls. 

A  red  cushion,  flowers  and  red  powder. 

What  happiness  shall  I  find  without  the  Lord  of  the  universe  ? 

(3).  A  woman  (may  he)  beautiful,  with  expressive  eyes. 

The  very  lovely  (woman)  may  make  stains  and  ornaments.1 

Without  adoring  the  Lord  of  the  universe  she  is  continually  unhappy. 

(4).  (Her)  gate,  house,  palace  (and)  bed  (may  be)  pleasant. 

Day  and  night  she  may  spread  out  garlands  of  flowers. 

Without  Hari  the  handsome  (woman)  is  aggrieved. 

(5).  (There  may  be)  horses,  elephants,  spears,  (and)  musical  instruments. 

Armies,  mace-bearers,  domestic  servants  (and)  slaves.3 

Without  the  Lord  of  the  universe  (all  these  are)  vain  shows. 

(6).  I  may  be  called  a  Siddh,  I  may  summon  prosperity  and  success. 

I  may  fasten  a  crown,  royal  hat  and  umbrella  on  my  head.  * 

Without  the  Lord  of  the  universe  how  shall  I  obtain  happiness  ? 3 

(7).  I  may  he  called  a  Khan,  King  and  Eaja. 

(I  may  call  out)  :  Hollah,  Sirrah  ! 4  (all  these)  are  false  plaitiugs  (=  shows). 

Without  the  word  of  the  Guru  (my)  affair  will  not  be  adjusted. 

(8).  Egotism  and  selfishness  are  forgotten  by  means,  of  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  Murari  is  known  in  the  heart. 

Nanak  says  :   (I  am)  in  thy  asylum. 

Gauri  ;  mahala  I. 

XI. 

(1).  (Who  is  engaged)  in  the  service  of  the  One,  does  not  know  others. 

He  gives  up  the  bitter  troubles  of  the  world. 

By  love  (to  God)  the  True  one  is  obtained  (and  in)  the  True  one  happiness,  0  friend ! 

Pause. 

(If  there  be)  such  a  man  who  is  devoted  to  Bam  : 

He,  by  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari,  is  united  (with  him),  having  washed  away  his  filth. 

(2).  Upside  down  is  the  lotus  (= heart)  of  the  whole  world. 

The  fire  of  folly  consumes  the  world. 

He  is  saved,  who  reflects  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  The  black  bee,  the  moth,  the  elephant  and  the  fish, 

The  deer  die,  suffering  for  their  own  deeds. 

Absorbed  in  thirst  they  do  not  see  the  reality  of  things. 

(4).  Lust,  (which  is  in)  the  mind  of  the  lover  of  the  fascinating  woman, 

1  tr=f ,  s.f.  (Hindi  T^f),  stains  and  other  signs,  which  the  Hindus  make  on  their  foreheads,  etc.,  with 
saffron,  etc. 

2  \ff%  =  \fT7ft,  a  slave  (mean  man),  i  being  changed  to  e  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

3  T3>  *■"»•  happiness. 

4  nffi  "3^1  >  an  interjection,  addressed  to  a  slave  or  menial  =  Sirrah  !  the  verb  (3"3t)  15  left  out- 
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(And)  wrath  destroy  all  the  passionate  ones. 

Honour  and  respect  they  love,  having  forgotten  the  name. 

(5).  The  fleshly-minded  one  turns  his  thoughts  on  another's  wife. 

On  his  neck  is  a  rope,  he  is  entangled  in  worldly  business. 

The  disciple  is  set  free  having  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(6).  As  a  widow  gives  (her)  body  to  another : 

(So  is)  he  in  another's  power,  (whose)  mind  (is  absorbed)  in  lust  and  money. 

"Without  the  beloved  satiety  is  never  obtained. 

(7).  Eeading  continually  books  he  peruses  the  Smriti. 

He  reads  the  Veda  and  the  Puranas,  having  heard  (their)  magnificence. 

"Without  being  steeped  in  the  love  (of  Hari)  the  mind  is  clean  lost. 

(8).  As  the  Catrik  has  love  to  and  desire  for  water; 

As  the  fish  delights  in  water : 

(So)  Nanak,  having  drunk  the  juice  of  Hari,  is  satiated. 

Gauri ;  mahala  I. 

XII. 

(1).  Who  dies  in  obstinacy,  does  not  come  into  account  (before  God). 
"Who  puts  on  (faqlr-)  dresses  and  rubs  (his  body)  much  with  ashes : 
He,  having  forgotten  the  name,  will  regret  it. 

Pause. 

Thou,  0  Hari,  art  comfort  in  (=  to)  the  mind. 

Who  forgets  (thy)  name,  has  to  endure  the  pain  of  Tama. 

(2).  Who  is  delighted  with  sandal-perfume,  aloe-wood,  camphor, 

(And)  the  Maya,  he  is  far  from  the  highest  step  (=  emancipation). 

When  the  name  is  forgotten,  all  is  quite  vain.1 

(3).  (Who  has)  spears,  musical  instruments  (and)  homage  on  (his)  throne  : 

(Him)  excessive  desire  and  lust  enter. 

Without  Hari  being  implored  (there  is)  no  attachment  to  the  name. 

(4).  By  disputing  and  pride  (there  is)  no  union  with  the  Lord. 

"Who  gives  his  heart,  he  obtains  the  delightful  name. 

In  second  love  (=  duality)  there  is  painful  ignorance. 

(5).  Without  money  (there  is)  no  traffic  nor  shop. 

"Without  a  boat  (there  is)  no  road  on  the  sea. 

"Without  the  Guru  being  served  (there  is)  utter  want. 

(6).  Praise,  praise  to  him,  who  shows  the  road ! 

Praise,  praise  to  him,  who  lets  hear  the  word  (of  the  Guru) ! 

Praise,  praise  to  him,  who  unites  to  union  (with  Hari) ! 

(7).  Praise,  praise  to  him,  whose  this  life  is  ! 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  I  churn  nectar  (and)  drink  (it). 

The  greatness  of  the  name  thou  givest  according  to  (thy)  pleasure. 

(8).  "Without  the  name  how  shall  I  live  ? 2 

5W7T3  =  7W51?>  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
2  TTfe>  here  Pron.  absol.,  I,  SindhI  Jfj,  (cf.  ^fa),  which  is  also  found  as  Nom.  Sing. 
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Day  by  day  I  continue  muttering  (it),  (I  am)  in  thy  asylum. 
Nanak  (says) :  those,  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  receive  honour. 

Gauri  ;■  mahald  I. 
XIII. 

(1).  By  him,  who  is  given  to  egotism  and  wearing  a  faqir's  (garb),  he  ( =Hari)  is  not  known. 
The  mind  of  some  rare  devoted  disciple  is  reconciled. 


By  practising  egotism  the  True  one  is  not  obtained. 

(If)  egotism  depart,  the  highest  step  is  obtained. 

(2).  The  Rajas,  being  given  to  egotism,  run  much  about. 

By  egotism  they  are  consumed,  they  are  born  (again),  die  and  come  (again). 

(3).  (His)  egotism  is  cleared  away,  (who)  reflects  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

He  gives  up  (his)  wavering  mind  and  destroys  the  five. 

(4).  In  (whose)  heart  the  True  one  is,  into  (his)  house  comes  tranquillity. 

Having  known  the  king  (Hari)  he  obtains  the  highest  state  (  =  final  emancipation). 

(5).  By  taking  the  Guru  as  true  he  removes  his  doubt. 

In  which  house  should  the  fearless  one  entertain  anxiety  ? l 

(6).  Practising  egotism  one  must  die,  what  does  he  obtain  ? 

("With  whom)  the  true  Guru  meets,  he  puts  a  stop  to  the  contention. 

(7).  As  much  as  there  is,  all  this  is  nothing. 

The  disciple,  having  fallen  in  with  divine  knowledge,  sings  the  excellences  (of  Hari). 

(8).  Egotism,  putting  a  fetter  (on  man),  turns  (him)  about  (like  a  captive). 

Nanak  (says) :  by  devotion  to  Bam  he  obtains  happiness. 

Gauri ;  mahald  I. 

XIV. 

(1).  Brahma  went  first  to  the  house  of  Kala  (death). 

He  did  not  obtain  the  lotus  of  Brahm  in  the  nether  region. 

He  was  not  obedient  to  the  command  and  was  led  astray  by  error. 

Pause. 

What  is  produced,  that  is  destroyed  by  death. 

We,  (by  whom)  the  word  of  the  Guru  is  reflected  upon,  are  preserved  by  Hari. 

(2).  All  goddesses  and  gods  are  deluded  by  the  Maya. 

Death  does  not  give  them  up  without  service  (being  performed)  to  the  Guru. 

He,  the  inapprehensible  and  indivisible  one,  is  (alone)  imperishable. 

(3).  The  Sultans,  Khans  and  Kings  do  not  remain  (here). 

Having  strayed  away  from  the  name  they  must  suffer  the  pain  (inflicted  by)  Tama. 

My  support  is  the  name  ;  as  thou  keepest  (me),  so  I  remain. 

(4).  Not  a  Caudhari,2  nor  Raja  nor  any  one  has  a  (firm)  place  of  residence. 

1  3TffY  has  here  the  meaning  of  solicitude,  anxiety  (Sindhi  t\  \{\).     Otherwise  3TWT  signifies :  absorption 
of  mind  in  devotion. 

2  tiGMdt,  a  chief  of  a  small  district,  now  the  head  man  of  a  trade. 
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Wholesale  merchants  die,  who  amass  property  and  money. 

May  to  me  be  given  the  wealth  of  the  nectar-name  of  Hari ! 

(5).  Subjects,  Lords,  head  men,  chieftains, 

None  is  seen  ever  remaining  in  the  world. 

Unflinching  death  strikes  the  fleeting  ones  on  the  head. 

(6).  That  perfectly  True  one  alone  is  immovable. 

By  whom  everything  is  created,  by  him  it  is  (again)  destroyed. 

If  he  be  known  to  the  disciple,  then  honour  is  obtained. 

(7).  Kazis,  Shekhs,  Faqirs  with  (religious)  garbs 

Are  called  great  men,  (but)  in  (their)  body  is  the  pain  of  egotism. 

Death  does  not  give  them  up  without  the  patronage1  of  the  true  Guru. 

(8).  The  net  of  death  (is)  on  the  tongue  and  eyes. 

In  the  ears  is  death,  (as)  they  hear  words  of  >poison. 

"Without  the  word  (of  tbe  Guru)  they  are  wretched  day  and  night. 

(9).  In  (his)  heart  the  True  one  dwells,  (who)  praises  Hari. 

Death  cannot  overcome  (him),  (who)  sings  (his)  excellences. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  disciple  is  absorbed  (in  him)  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Oauri ;  mdhala  I. 

XV. 

(1).  They  speak  truth,  (there  is)  not  a  bit  of  falsehood  (in  them). 

The  disciples  walk  according  to  (his)  order  and  pleasure. 

Freed  from  all  passions  they  remain  in  the  asylum  of  the  True  one. 


"Who  dwells  in  the  house  of  the  True  one,  (him)  death  does  not  overcome. 
The  fleshly-minded  one  in  coming  and  going  is  subject  to  the  pain  of  spiritual  blindness. 
(2).  He  drinks  nectar,  who  continually  utters  the  inexpressible  one. 
Sitting  in  his  own  house  (  =  heart)  he  {i.e.  Hari)  is  easily  obtained  (by  him).8 
By  him,  who  is  drunk  with  the  juice  of  Hari,  this  happiness  is  told. 

(3).  By  walking  according  to  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  one  becomes  immovable  and  does  not 
vacillate. 

By  the  true  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  easily  utters  Hari. 

He  drinks  nectar  and  churns  truth. 

(4).  (By  whom)  the  true  Guru  is  seen  (and  who)  has  received  the  initiation  (into  truth) ; 

(By  whom)  mind  and  body  are  offered  up  and  who  has  gone  into  his  own  heart : 3 

He,  having  known 4  his  own  spirit,  obtains  salvation. 

(5).  The  best  food  is  the  name  of  the  Supreme. 

The  true  Supreme  Spirit  is  infinite  light. 

Wherever  I  see,  there  is  the  uniform  (Supreme). 

1  TJ^JT.  *•/■  =  ftUT,  support,  patronage. 

2  Some  MSS.  read  :  WOfrT  ^HI  Wvj|>W>  which  gives  no  sense;  the  right  reading  (as  exhibited  by  one 
MS.)  is  :  *TOf^T  UTfo  *57ftjft- 

3  wf^dJlGj  of^S^,  literally :  turning  to  his  (own)  heart  is  made  (by  him),  i.e.  who  has  returned  to  his 
own  heart,  has  found  his  own  inward  self. 

4  tjt7ft.  lengthened,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  instead  of  \3^f?5. 
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(6).  By  considering  the  One  as  true  he  remains  independent  (of  others).1 

The  highest  step  is  obtained  (by  him)  by  worshipping  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

His  mind  is  reconciled  with  his  mind,  egotism  (=  duality)  and  error  have  ceased.3 

(7).  Who,  who  is  not  saved  in  this  wise  ? 

By  the  praise  of  Hari  the  saints  and  devotees  are  saved. 

The  Lord  is  obtained  by  us,  we  do  not  seek  another. 

(8).  The  invisible  one  is  shown  in  (his)  true  palace  by  the  Guru. 

(His)  palace  is  immovable  and  not  overshadowed  by  the  Maya. 

By  true  contentment  error  is  stopped. 

(9).  In  whose  heart  that  True  one  dwells  : 

In  their  society  is  the  disciple. 

Nanak  (says)  :  by  the  true  name  his  filth  is  done  away. 

Gauri ;  mahala  I. 
XVI. 
(1).  "Whose  mind  is  occupied  with  the  delightful  name  : 3 
His  interview  (with  Hari)  is  made  so  as  to  whisper  into  his  ears.4 


If  thou  dost  not  mutter  Bam,  (it  will  be)  thy  misfortune. 

Bam,  our  Lord,  is  a  donor  for  ages  and  ages. 

(2).  Who,  according  to  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  mutters  Bam,  is  a  perfect  man. 

In  that  one's  body  sounds  the  musical  instrument  without  being  beaten. 

(3).  The  people,  who  are  devoted  to  Bam  and  attached  to  Hari : 

They  are  mercifully  preserved  by  the  Lord. 

(4).  In  whose  heart  that  Hari,  Hari  is  : 

Touching  their  sight  happiness  is  obtained. 

(5).  In  all  living  creatures  the  One  sports. 

The  conceited  self-willed  man  wanders  again  about  in  wombs. 

(6).  He  comprehends  (the  truth),  who  obtains  the  true  Guru. 

(Who)  destroys  (his)  egotism  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru,  obtains  (him,  i.e.  Hari). 

(7).  How  shall  one  know  the  connexion  of  what  is  below  and  above? 

The  disciple  gets  (this)  connexion  (and)  his  mind  is  reconciled. 

(8).  May  on  me,  the  sinner  and  vicious  man,  favour  be  bestowed ! 

0  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me,  that  Nanak  may  cross  (the  water  of  existence) ! 

GAUBI   BAIBAGANI ;    MAHALA  I. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
XVII. 
(1).  As  the  cowherd  keeps  (his)  kine,  taking  care  of  them. 
(That)  day  and  night  he  cherishes  and  protects  them,  (is)  a  stream  of  happiness  to  himself. 

1  fJTOT75*T>  Sansk.  f^T^H^- 

2  Or :  the  error  of  egotism  has  ceased. 

3  Most  MSS.  read:  TtfH  ^Tf»T>  (with)  the  delightful  name;  one  MS.  reads:  ^TW  75lfH>  with  the 
name  of  Ram. 

4  '©XntftT,  p.p.  conj.  of  "@"in?yc!CT  (Sansk.  ^tf-l-  Wt)>  to  whisper  into  one's  ears,  a  sign  of  intimate 
familiarity.  The  Sikh  Granthis  explain  "©"in^M"  by :  having  approached,  which  is  against  the  etymology 
and  a  mere  guess. 

42 
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Pause. 

(So)  here  and  there  keep  (me),  0  thou  compassionate  to  the  poor ! 

Who  flees  to  thy  asylum,  is  favourably  looked  upon  (by  thee). 

(2).  Wherever  I  see,  there  thou  art  sporting ;  keep  (me),  0  protector ! 

Thou  art  giving  and  (at  the  same  time)  enjoying,  thou,  even  thou  art  the  support  of  life. 

(3).  The  lot  falls  downwards  and  upwards  without  reflection  on  divine  knowledge.1 

"Without  praising  the  Lord  of  the  universe  darkness  is  not  passing  away. 

(4).  "We  have  seen,  that  the  world  is  perishing  by  covetousness  and  selfishness. 

By  serving  the  Guru  the  Lord  is  obtained  and  the  true  gate  of  final  emancipation. 

(5).  In  (whose)  own  house  is  the  palace  of  the  infinite  (Supreme),  he  (becomes)  infinite  (himself). 

"Without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  no  one  (is)  firm  ;2  (who)  comprehends  (it),  (obtains)  happiness. 

(6).  "What  has  he  brought,  what  does  he  take  away,  (when)  the  net  of  death  ensnares  (him)  ? 

(Like)  a  bucket,  that  is  tightly  bound  to  a  rope,  (he  is)  (now)  in  the  sky  (=in  heaven)  (now) 
in  the  region  below. 

(7).  (If)  by  reason  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  name  be  not  forgotten,  honour  is  easily  obtained. 

In  (whose)  heart  is  the  treasure  of  the  name,  his  own  self  (=  individuality)  is  done  away,  being 
united  (with  Hari). 

(8).  (On  whom)  the  Lord  bestows  a  favourable  look,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  repository  of  (all)  virtues.3 

Nanak  (says) :  the  union  does  not  cease  (again),  he  obtains  true  gain. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  I. 

XVIII. 

(1).  (If)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  one  comprehend  (the  truth),  then  matters  come  to  an  issue. 
The  pure  name,  that  is  in  every  house,  is  my  Lord. 

Pause. 

"Without  the  word  of  the  Guru  one  is  not  emancipated,  reflect  and  look ! 

If  one  do  Lakhs  of  (religious)  works,  without  the  Guru  there  is  darkness  (in  him). 

(2).  "Who  are  blind  and  without  understanding,  what  shall  be  said  to  them  ? 

Without  the  Guru  the  road  is  not  known,  in  which  wise  shall  one  get  through  ? 

(3).  The  counterfeit  it  calls  genuine,  (because)  it  has  no  knowledge  of  the  genuine. 

To  the  blind  one  it  gives  the  name  of  examiner ;  the  time  of  the  Kali-yug  is  wonderful. 

(4).  The  sleeping  one  it  calls  awake,  the  waking  one  asleep. 

The  living  one  it  calls  dead,  for  the  dead  one  it  is  not  weeping. 

(5).  The  coming  one  it  calls  going,  the  going  one  come. 

What  is  another's  it  calls  its  own,  what  is  its  own,  is  not  considered  (as  such). 

(6).  What  is  sweet,  it  calls  bitter,  the  bitter  it  calls  sweet. 

Who  is  attached  (to  it),  it  calumniates  :  such  things  I  have  seen  in  the  Kali-yug. 

(7).  It  worships  the  maid-servant  (=  the  Maya),  the  Lord  is  not  seen  (by  it). 

Empty  water  is  churned,  (but)  no  butter  comes  out  of  it. 

(8).  (Who)  explains  this  word,  he  is  my  Guru. 

Nanak  (says)  :  (who)  knows  his  own  self,  he  is  boundless. 

ftpWT7>>  divine  knowledge,  the  only  sure  means  of  effecting  final  emancipation. 
fqd>  firm,  i.e.  no  more  subject  to  transmigration. 
3  3T^  *>n7  (Sansk.  ^|(!l|s)>  the  place  or  repository  of  all  qualities  or  virtues,  an  epithet  of  the  Supreme. 
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(9).  He  himself  is  all,  he  himself  exists  (in  all),  by  himself  (all)  is  led  astray. 
By  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  it  is  understood,  (that  in)  all  Brahm  is  contained. 

• 
RAGU  GAURI  GUAREltl ;   MAHALA  III. 
Astpadis. 
Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.  XIX. 

(1).  Impurity1  of  the  mind  is  second  love. 
Who  are  led  astray  and  are  erring,  come  and  go. 

Pause. 
The  impurity  of  the  self-willed  one  never  goes  off, 

As  long  as  he  does  not  delight  in  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  and  in  the  name  of  Hari. 
(2).  All  is  impurity,  whatever  has  the  form  of  spiritual  blindness. 
(Such  a  one)  repeatedly  dies  and  is  born  again. 
(3).  There  is  impurity  in  fire,  wind,  water. 
There  is  impurity  (of)  food,  as  much  as  one  may  eat. 
(4).  By  impurity  (of)  works  worship  cannot  be  made. 
The  mind  of  him  becomes  pure,  who  is  attached  to  the  name. 
(5).  By  serving  the  true  Guru  impurity  goes  off. 
(Such  a  one)  does  not  die  nor  is  born  again  nor  doth  death  eat  (him). 
(6).  Let  any  one  search  the  Shastras  and  the  Smriti  and  see ! 
Without  the  name  no  final  emancipation  is  obtained. 

(7).  In  the  four  Tugs  the  name  is  the  highest  thing  ;  having  reflected  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru), 
The  disciple  will  cross  over  (the  water  of  existence)  in  the  Kali-yug. 
(8).  (When)  the  true  (disciple)  dies,  he  does  not  come  nor  go  (again). 
Nanak  (says)  :  the  disciple  remains  absorbed  (in  the  Supreme). 

Gaurl ;  mahala  III. 

II.  XX. 

(1).  The  disciple  (is  engaged  in)  the  service  (of  him,  who  is)  the  support  of  life. 
The  disciple  keeps  Hari  in  his  heart  and  breast. 
The  disciple  (gets)  lustre  at  the  true  gate. 

Pause. 
0  Pandit,  read  Hari  and  give  up  passions  ! 
The  disciple  crosses  the  water  of  existence. 
(2).  From  the  disciple  egotism  departs. 
No  filth  sticks  to  the  disciple. 

Into  the  disciple's  heart  the  name  comes  and  dwells  (therein). 
(3).  By  the  disciple  true  religious  works  are  done. 
The  disciple  burns  egotism  and  duality. 
The  disciple  being  attached  to  the  name  obtains  happiness. 
(4).  Who  rouses  his  own  mind,  he  gets  understanding. 

1  fT3$,  impurity  (by  reason  of  the  birth  of  a  child  in  a  house). 
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(Though)  one  instruct  the  people,  no  one  hears. 

The  disciple  understands  and  (lives)  always  in  happiness. 

(5).  The  self-willed  one  (practises)  hypocrisy  and  much  dexterity. 

Whatever  he  does,  that  is  not  accepted  (with  Hari). 

He  comes  and  goes  and  finds  no  place  of  rest. 

(6).  The  self-willed  one  does  (religious)  works  in  great  conceit. 

Like  a  heron  he  sits  down,  always  (sunk)  in  meditation. 

When  he  is  seized  by  Yama,  then  he  repents. 

(7).  "Without  serving  the  true  Guru  there  is  no  final  emancipation  obtained. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  that  Hari  is  found. 

The  Guru  is  the  liberal  donor  of  the  four  ages. 

(8).  The  caste  and  brotherhood  of  the  disciple  is  the  greatness  of  the  name. 

The  daughter  of  the  ocean  is  destroyed  and  cast  off  (by  him).1 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  name  cleverness  is  in  vain. 

* 

Gauri ;  mdhala  III. 

III.      XXI. 

(1).  Eead,  what  is  the  religious  duty  of  this  Tug,2  0  brother  ? 
From  the  perfect  Guru  all  brightness  of  intellect  is  obtained. 
Here  and  further 3  on  the  name  of  Hari  is  a  companion. 

Pause. 

Eead  Earn  and  reflect  in  thy  mind ! 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  (thy)  filth  will  go  off ! 

(2).  By  disputing  and  opposition  he  (  =  Hari)  is  not  obtained. 

Mind  and  body  (become)  insipid  by  second  love. 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  one  applies  devout  meditation  on  the  True  one. 

(3).  The  world  is  dirty  by  means  of  selfishness. 

Though  it  bathe  continually  at  a  sacred  watering  place,  its  egotism  does  not  go  off. 

Without  having  fallen  in  with  the  Guru  Yama  renders  it  wretched. 

(4).  That  is  a  true  man,  who  destroys  (his)  egotism. 

(Who)  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  kills  the  five : 

He  himself  crosses  and  makes  all  his  family-relations  cross. 

(5).  The  Maya,  deludes  and  practises  tricks. 

The  blind  fleshly-minded  one  clings  to  her. 

The  disciple  keeps  aloof  (from  her)  and  remains  in  devout  devotion  (to  Hari). 

(6).  The  hypocritical  man  assumes  many  garbs. 

In  his  heart  is  (worldly)  thirst,  he  wanders  about  in  selfishness. 

He  does  not  know  his  own  self,  the  play  is  lost  (by  him). 

(7).  Having  put  on  clothes  he  practises  shrewdness. 

The  Maya  leads  (him)  astray  in  delusion  and  excessive  error. 

1  WlfjJH  W\  "Vnft  the  daughter  of  the  ocean  (Tflfg^  =  FPTO  is  the  Maya  or  visible  world,  as  having 
been  raised  from  the  waters  by  Narayana. 

2  The  religious  duty  of  the  present  Kali-yug  is  to  read  =  to  utter  the  name. 

3  The  sense  is :  in  this  and  in  the  other  world. 
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Without  serving  the  Guru  he  incurs  much  pain. 

(8).  Those  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  are  always  retired  from  the  world. 

Within  their  house  they  devoutly  me  ditate  on  the  True  one. 

Nanak  (says) :  Those,  who  serve  the  True  Guru,  are  very  fortunate. 

Gauri ;  mahala  III. 

IV.     XXII. 

(1).  The  Brahman's  chief  business  is  the  study  of  the  Veda. 

Prom  it  the  gods  were  produced,  spiritual  illusion  and  (worldly)  thirst.1 

Who  are  led  astray  by  the  three  qualities,  do  not  dwell  in  their  own  house. 


We  are  preserved  by  Hari,  (by  whom)  the  true  Guru  is  joined  (to  us). 

Day  by  day  the  name  of  Hari  is  made  firm  (in  us)  by  dint  of  devotion. 

(2).  The  word  of  the  Veda,  affected  by  the  three  qualities,  is  an  embarrassment. 

Having  read  a  sentence,  he  {i.e.  the  Pandit)  explains  it,  (but)  death  strikes  (him)  on  the  head. 

He  does  not  know  the  truth,  he  binds  together  a  bundle  of  straw. 

(3).  The  fleshly-minded  are  put  by  spiritual  ignorance  into  a  false  road. 

The  name  of  Hari  is  forgotten  (by  them),  (though)  many  (religious)  works  are  performed  (by  them). 

By  reason  of  second  love  (=  duality)  they  are  drowned  in  the  water  of  existence. 

(4).  (The  Brahman)  standing  in  need  of  money  is  called  a  Pandit. 

Being  attached  to  worldly  pursuits  he  incurs  much  pain. 

The  rope  of  Tama  is  on  (his)  neck,  death  continually  distresses  (him). 

(5).  Death  does  not  go  near  the  disciple. 

Egotism  and  duality  they  put  away  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Being  attached  to  the  name  they  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(6).  Maya,  the  slave-girl,  performs  service  to  the  devotees. 

(If  one)  cling  to  (their)  feet,  he  obtains  the  palace  (of  Hari). 

Being  (thus)  always  pure  he  is  naturally  absorbed  (in  Hari). 

(7).  Who  hear  the  report  about  Hari,  they  appear  happy  in  (this  present)  Tug. 

To  them  all  bow  and  do  daily  homage  to  them. 

Naturally  they  sing  the  excellences  of  the  True  one  in  (their)  heart. 

(8).  By  the  perfect  true  Guru  the  word  is  proclaimed. 

The  three  qualities  are  (thereby)  effaced,  to  the  fourth  state  the  mind  is  applied.2 

Nanak  (says) :  having  destroyed  egotism  (=  individuality)  Brahm  is  found. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  III. 

V.     XXIII. 

(1).  The  Brahman  reads  the  Veda  and  explains  (its)  passages. 

(But)  in  his  heart  is  the  quality  of  darkness,  he  does  not  know  his  own  self. 

Then  he  will  obtain  the  Lord,  (when)  he  explains  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

1  A  sharp  censure  of  the  Veda  and  its  study.     Polytheism  is  here  put  down  as  the  result  of  the  study  of 
the  Veda,  which  is  never  done  by  Baba  Nanak  himself,  who  stood  quite  within  the  pale  of  the  Hindu  Pantheon. 

2  TjQbH,  the  fourth,  the  same  as  hO*JI>  the  fourth  state,  i.e.  abstraction  from  without  and  absorption 
in  the  contemplation  of  one's  own.  spirit. 
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Serve  tie  Guru  and  death  will  not  again  devour  (thee). 

The  fleshly-minded  are  devoured  (by  death)  (by  reason  of)  second  love. 

(2).  Sinful  men,  (having  become)  disciples,  are  accomplished. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  they  are  easily  gratified  in  their  heart. 

My  Lord  is  obtained  by  them,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  they  are  accomplished. 

(3).  ("Who)  are  united  by  the  true  Guru,  they  are  united  by  the  Lord  himself,  (with  himself). 

Who  are  pleasing  to  the  mind  of  my  true  Lord  : 

They  sing  with  natural  ease  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(4).  Without  the  true  Guru  they  are  led  astray  by  error. 

The  self-willed  are  blind  and  eat  always  poison. 

They  suffer  the  punishment  of  Tama  and  incur  always  pain. 

(5).  Tama  does  not  overcome  (those  who  are)  in  the  asylum  of  Hari. 

Having  destroyed  (their)  egotism  they  devoutly  meditate  on  the  True  one. 

Continually  they  are  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

(6).  Those  men,  who  serve  the  true  Guru,  are  spotless  and  pure. 

Having  reconciled  the  mind  with  the  mind  the  whole  world  ia  overcome  (by  them). 

In  this  wise  happiness  (accrues)  to  thee,  0  my  friend ! 

(7).  (Who)  serves  the  true  Guru?  he  obtains  the  fruit  (of  his  life). 

(In  whose)  heart  is  the  name,  he  removes  from  within  his  own  self. 

The  unbeaten  tune  and  sound  he  produces. 

(8).  Who,  who  is  not  accomplished  by  the  true  Guru,  0  my  brother  ? 

Who  is  accomplished  by  means  of  devotion,  he  obtains  lustre  at  the  gate  (of  Hari). 

Nanak  (says) :  in  the  name  of  Hari  is  greatness. 

Gauri ;  mahala  III. 

VI.     XXIV. 

(1).  (Who)  explains  the  three  qualities,1  (his)  error  does  not  cease. 

(His)  fetters  do  not  break,  he  does  not  obtain  final  emancipation. 

The  giver  of  final  emancipation  is  the  true  Guru  in  (this  present  Kali-)yug. 

Pause. 

A  man,  (who  has  become)  a  disciple,  removes  his  error  (of  duality). 

Naturally  contemplation  springs  up  by  devoutly  meditating  on  Hari. 

(2).  In  the  three  qualities  is  the  dominion  of  death. 

One '  does  not  think  of  the  name  of  the  creator. 

He  dies  and  is  born  again  and  again. 

(3).  (By  the  instruction  of  a)  blind  Guru  error  does  not  depart. 

Having  forsaken  the  root  (  =  the  Supreme)  he  is  given 3  to  second  love. 

He  earns  poison  and  is  absorbed  in  poison. 

(4).  Considering  the  Maya  as  the  root  (prime  cause)  the  living  creatures 4  are  led  into  error. 

1  This  refers  to  the  Veda,  which  is  affected  by  the  three  qualities  ;  cf.  Astp.  xxii. 

2  The  sense  is :  a  man,  in  whom  the  three  qualities  rule. 
i.e.  the  disciple  of  such  a  blind  Guru. 

1  y{^,  instead  of  y?3,  r  being  occasionally  added  by  way  of  euphony. 


RAG  GAURI,  MAH.  III.,  ASTPAD.  VII.  (XXV.)  335 

By  reason  of  second  love  Hari  is  forgotten  (by  them). 

On  whom  he  hestows  a  glance  of  mercy,  he  obtains  the  highest  step  (=  final  emancipation). 

(5).  The  True  one  abides1  inside,  the^True  one  abides  outside. 

The  True  one  is  not  hidden,  though  one  try  to  keep  him  concealed. 

He,  who  is  possessed  of  divine  knowledge,  comprehends  (him)  with  natural  ease. 

(6).  The  disciple  is  continually  absorbed  in  meditation  on  the  True  one. 

Egotism  and  the  Maya  (within  him)  he  consumes  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

My  Lord  is  true  (and)  unites  (him)  to  union  (with  himself). 

(7).  The  true  Guru  is  munificent  and  proclaims  the  word. 

(Who)  restrains  (his)  running  mind  and  checks  (it) : 

He  obtains  from  the  perfect  Guru  brightness  of  intellect. 

(8).  He  himself  is  the  creator,  by  whom  creation  is  made  and  destroyed. 

"Without  him  there  is  no  other. 

Nanak  (says):  some  (rare)  disciple  comprehends  (him). 

Gaurl ;  mahala  III. 
VII.     XXV. 

(1).  The  disciple  gets  the  priceless  name. 

He  saves  the  name  and  is  absorbed  in  the  name. 

The  nectar-name  he  sings  continually  with  his  tongue. 

On  whom  he  bestows  mercy,  he  obtains  the  juice  of  Hari. 

Pause. 
Mutter  day  by  day  the  Lord  of  the  universe  in  (thy)  heart ! 
Thou  wilt  obtain,  0  disciple,  the  highest  step  (and)  final  happiness  ! 
(2).  (In  whose)  heart  comfort  has  been  diffused  : 
(That)  disciple  sings  the  True  one,  the  abode  of  (all)  qualities. 
He  becomes  always  the  slave  of  the  slave  of  slaves. 
In  (his)  house  and  family  he  is  always  indifferent  (to  the  world). 
(3).  Some  disciple,  who  is  emancipated  although  still  abiding  in  the  body, 
Obtains  the  highest  category  (=  final  emancipation). 
The  three  qualities  are  extinguished  (in  him),  he  becomes  spotless. 
Easily  that  true  Lord  is  obtained  (by  him). 
(4).  He  has  no  fondness  nor  affection  for  his  family, 
In  whose  heart  that  True  one  dwells. 

The  mind  of  the  disciple  is  closely  fixed  (on  Hari),  he  becomes  steady. 
He  knows  the  order  and  comprehends  that  True  one. 
(5).  Thou  art  the  creator,  I  have  none  other. 
Thee  I  serve,  from  thee  honour  is  ohtained. 
If  he  bestow  mercy  (on  me),  I  sing  that  Lord. 
The  jewel  of  the  name  is  honour  in  the  whole  world. 
(6).  The  praise  (of  Hari)  is  sweet  to  the  disciple. 
His  heart  expands,  daily  devout  meditation  is  made  (by  him). 
The  True  one  is  easily  obtained  by  grace. 
The  true  Guru  is  gotten  by  a  perfect  great  lot. 
(7).  Egotism,  selfishness,  folly  (and)  pain  are  destroyed  : 

1  «ccT5TH  =  <53§.  f°r  t'le  s»ke  of  the  (following)  rhyme  (t»VTl£)- 
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"When  in  the  heart  the  name  of  Ram,  the  abode  of  (all)  qualities,  is. 

The  intellect  of  the  disciple  is  displayed  (and)  the  praise  of  the  Lord : 

"When  in  (his)  heart  is  contained  the  abode  of  the  feet  (of  Hari). 

(8).  To  whom  he  gives  the  name,  that  man  gets  it. 

The  disciple,  (whom)  he  unites  (with  himself),  removes  his  own  self  {i.e.  his  individuality). 

(Who)  makes  the  true  name  dwell  in  (his)  heart : 

He  is  easily  absorbed  in  the  True  one,  (says)  Nanak. 

Qauri ;  mahdla  III. 

VIII.     XXVI. 

(1).  By  the  fear  (of  Hari)  the  mind  is  with  natural  ease  reconciled  with  the  mind. 

By  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  the  mind  is  coloured  (in  love)  and  applied  to  devout  meditation. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Lord  he  (i.e.  the  disciple)  dwells  in  his  own  house. 

Pause. 
By  serving  the  true  Guru  conceit  departs. 
Govind,  the  abode  of  (all)  qualities,  is  obtained. 

(2).  "Whose  mind  is  of  subdued  passions,  he  consumes  (his)  fear  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 
My  spotless  Lord  is  contained  in  every  one. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  he  is  met  with  and  unites  (to  himself). 
(3).  The  slave  of  the  slaves  of  Hari  obtains  happiness. 
My  Lord  Hari  is  obtained  in  this  wise. 
By  the  mercy  of  Hari  the  praises  of  Bam  are  sung. 

(4).  Woe  to  that  long  life,  in  which  no  love  to  the  name  of  Hari  is  entertained ! 
"Woe  to  the  comfortable  bed  of  the  fascinating  woman,  it  is  infatuation  and  affliction  ! 
Their  life  is  fruitful,  whose  support  the  name  is. 

(5).  Woe,  woe  to  that  house  and  family,  in  which  there  is  no  love  to  Hari ! 
He,  he  is  my  friend,  who  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 
"Without  the  name  of  Hari  I  have  none  other. 
(6).  From  the  true  Guru  I  have  obtained  salvation  and  honour. 
The  name  of  Hari  is  meditated  upon  (by  me),  all  (my)  pain  I  efface  (thereby). 
I  am  always  joyful  and  meditate  devoutly  on  the  name  of  Hari. 
(7).  By  meeting  with  the  Guru  my  body  has  become  clean. 
Egotism  and  all  thirst  and  fire  (of  passions)  are  extinguished. 
"Wrath  has  become  extinct,  patience  is  laid  hold  of. 
(8).  Hari  himself  bestows  mercy  and  gives  the  name. 
Some  rare  disciple  takes  the  jewel  (of  the  name), 
(And)  sings  the  excellences  of  the  inapprehensible  and  impenetrable  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

RAGU   GATJRl   BAIRAGANI;    MAHALA   III. 
IX.     XXVII. 

(1).  Who  turn  away  their  face  from  the  true  Guru,  they  have  the  appearance  of  averse  and 
wicked  men. 

Day  by  day  they  are  bound  and  beaten  and  do  not  again  get  an  opportunity  (of  meeting  with 
the  Guru). 
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Pause. 
0  Hari,  Hari,  beBtow  mercy  (on  me)  and  keep  (me) ! 

Join  (me)  to  the  society  of  the  pfcus,  0  Lord  Hari !  in  (my)  heart  I  remember  the  excellences 
of  Hari. 

(2).  Those  devotees  are  pleasing  to  Hari,  who,  (having  become)  disciples,  walk  in  (his)  love. 

(Who),  having  given  up  their  own  self,  serve  him,  who  remain  (as)  dead  whilst  living. 

(3).  "Whose  the  body  and  soul  is,  his  is  the  dominion. 

How  should  he  be  forgotten  from  (one's)  mind  ?    Hari  should  be  kept  in  the  heart ! 

(4).  By  the  acquisition  of  the  name  honour  is  obtained,  by  heeding  the  name  happiness  springs  up. 

From  the  true  Guru  the  name  is  obtained,  by  destiny  that  Lord  is  found. 

(5).  Who  turn  away  their  face  from  the  true  Guru,  they  are  straying  about  and  do  not  remain  stable. 

Earth  and  heaven  do  not  suffer  them,  they  fall  into  ordure  and  are  consumed  (therein). 

(6).  This  world  is  led  astray  by  error,  having  fallen  into  the  fraud  of  spiritual  delusion. 

With  whom  the  true  Guru  has  fallen  in,  near  them  the  Maya  does  not  come. 

(7).  Who  serve  the  true  Guru,  they  are  lustrous,  they  remove  the  filth  of  egotism. 

Who  are  attached  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  they  are  spotless  (and)  walk  in  the  love  of  the  true  Guru. 

(8).  0  Lord  Hari,  thou  alone  art  the  donor,  thou  thyself  bestowest  the  gift  and  unitest  (with  thyself). 

Humble  Nanak  has  come  to  thy  asylum ;  as  it  pleases  thee,  so  release  (me) ! 


EAGU  GAUKI  PUKBI;   MAHALA  IV. 

Karahale} 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     XXVIII. 

(1).  0  quarrelsome 2  mind,  roaming  abroad!  how  shall  union  with  and  absorption  in  Hari  be  effected?3 
By  a  full  destiny  the  Guru  is  obtained,  the  beloved  comes  and  clings  to  (one's)  neck. 


0  quarrelsome  mind,  meditate  on  the  true  Guru,  the  supreme  spirit ! 

(2).  0  quarrelsome  mind,  (having  become)  thoughtful  meditate  on  the  delightful  name  of  Hari ! 

Where  account  is  demanded,  there  Hari  himself  will  release  (thee). 

(3).  0  quarrelsome  and  very  pure  mind,  filth  and  egotism  have  come  and  stuck  (to  thee). 

The  friend  is  present,  the  beloved  is  with  (thee)  in  (thy)  house,  being  separated  (from  him)  thou 
wilt  be  struck  in  the  face. 

(4).  0  my  beloved  quarrelsome  mind,  seek  Hari  continually  in  thy  heart! 

By  no  contrivance  he  is  obtained,  the  Guru  shows  (him)  in  thy  heart. 

(5).  0  my  beloved  quarrelsome  mind,  day  and  night  meditate  devoutly  on  Hari ! 

Having  gone  to  (thy  own)  house  thou  wilt  find  (there)  the  pleasure-rooms  (of  Hari),  the  Guru 
unites  (thee)  to  union  with  Hari. 

(6).  0  quarrelsome  mind,  thou  art  my  friend,  give  up  thy  hypocrisy  and  covetousness ! 

The  hypocritical  and  covetous  one  is  beaten,  Tama  fines  and  punishes  (him). 

1  Called  so  from  the  first  word,  with  which  these  Astpadis  commence,  see  the  following  note. 

2  aJdvJMI)  Adj.:  quarrelsome ',  troublesome. 

3  flfff  =  *Wfff  >  Part-  Past  conJ-  °f  *W0<M  '■>  HltS  f*R5cST>  to  oe  absorbed  and  united. 

43 


338  RAG  GATTRI,  MAH.  IV.,  ASTPAD.  II.  (XXIX.) 

(7).  0  my  quarrelsome  mind,  thou  art  my  life,  remove  the  filth  of  hypocrisy  and  covetousness ! 

Hari,  the  tank  of  nectar,  is  supplied  to  the  full  by  the  Guru ;  having  met  with  the  society  (of  the 
pious)  the  filth  goes  off. 

(8).  0  my  dear  quarrelsome  mind,  hear  the  instruction  of  the  one  Guru ! ' 

This  spiritual  delusion  is  laid  out  by  the  Maya,  at  the  end  none  will  go  with  thee. 

(9).  0  my  beloved  quarrelsome  mind,  by  whom  the  viaticum  of  Hari  is  taken,  he  gets  honour. 

At  the  threshold  of  Hari  he  is  dressed  (with  a  dress  of  honour),  by  Hari  himself  he  is  applied 
to  his  neck. 

(10).  0  my  quarrelsome  mind,  do,  what  is  approved  by  the  Guru,  (do)  the  work  of  a  disciple ! 

Make  supplication  before  the  Guru !  humble  INanak  (says) :  he  will  unite  (thee  with)  Hari. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  IV. 

II.    XXIX. 

(1).  0  quarrelsome  mind,  (having  become)  thoughtful,  reflect,  see  and  take  care! 
The  dwellers  in  the  forest  have  become  worn  out  wandering  about  in  the  forest ;  by  means  of  the 
instruction  of  the  Guru  behold  thy  friend  in  (thy)  heart ! 

Pause. 

0  quarrelsome  mind,  remember  the  Guru  Govind ! 

(2).  0  quarrelsome  mind,  (become)  thoughtful!  the  self-willed  is  ensnared  in  a  great  net. 

A  man,  who  becomes  a  disciple,  is  emancipated  by  remembering  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 

(3).  0  my  dear  quarrelsome  mind,  in  the  society  of  the  pious  seek  the  true  Guru  ! 

Having  joined  the  society  of  the  pious,  Hari  should  be  meditated  upon,  Hari,  Hari  will  go  with 
thee  (to  the  other  world). 

(4).  0  quarrelsome  mind,  (he  is)  very  fortunate,  (on  whom)  Hari  bestows  one  favourable  glance. 

(If)  he  himself  release  (one),  emancipation  is  obtained  by  remembering  the  feet  of  the  true  Guru. 

(5).  0  my  quarrelsome  beloved  mind,  mind  the  light  that  is  in  thy  body ! 

By  the  Guru  the  name,  that  contains  the  nine  treasures,  is  shown,  by  the  compassionate  Hari  (this) 
gift  is  bestowed. 

(6).  0  quarrelsome  mind,  thou  art  fickle ;  give  up  hideous  shrewdness  ! 

Mind  thou  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari !  Hari  will  emancipate  (thee)  at  the  end. 

(7).  0  quarrelsome  mind,  thou  (wilt  be)  very  fortunate,  having  minded  the  Guru  of  divine 
knowledge. 

The  Guru  holds  the  sword  of  divine  knowledge  in  his  hand,  Yama  is  beaten  by  death.2 

(8).  The  hidden  treasure  is  within  (thee),  0  quarrelsome  mind,  those  are  led  astray  by  error,  who 
seek  it  outside  (of  them). 

(With  whom)  the  perfect  Guru,  the  supreme  spirit,  has  met,  they  have  obtained  Hari,  the  sweet- 
heart, within  themselves. 

(9).  0  quarrelsome  mind,  being  imbued  with  love  (to  Hari),  preserve  always  the  love  to  Hari! 

The  love  to  Hari  never  ceases  by  holding  fast  the  service  of  the  Guru  (and  his)  word. 

(10).  0  quarrelsome  mind,  we  are  the  birds,  Hari,  the  timeless  divine  male,  is  the  tree. 

By  the  disciple,  whose  lot  is  great,  he  is  obtained  by  keeping  in  mind  the  name,  (says)  humble 
Nanak. 

1  WSTfll;  ^  's  better  to  take  ^Wltli  =  Tf?5>  as  the  translation:  "proclaim"  does  not  so  well  agree 
with  the  context. 

2  The  sense  is :  the  sword  of  divine  knowledge,  which  the  Guru  wields,  effects  the  death  of  the  disciple, 
thereby  Yama  loses  his  right  to  draw  the  disciple  before  his  judgment-seat. 
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RA.GTJ   GATJRI   GUARERI;    MAHALA  V. 

Astpadts. 

Om !  The  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  supreme  spirit. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  ! 

I.     XXX. 

(1).  When  this  one  '  practises  conceit  in  his  mind : 

Then  this  one  wanders  about  foolish  and  estranged  (from  God). 

"When  this  one  has  become  the  dust  of  all : 

Then  he,  who  is  sporting  in  everybody,  is  known  by  him. 


The  delightful  fruit  of  humility  is  tranquillity.2 

By  my  own  true  Guru  this  (humility)  is  given  to  me  as  a  present. 

(2).  When  this  one  considers  this  one  as  bad  : 

Then  all  make  plots  against  this  one. 

When  this  one  has  stopped  "  the  mine  and  thine  :  " 

Then  these  are  no  (more)  enemies  with  this  one.3 

(3).  When  by  this  one  it  is  thought :   "  it  is  my  own,  my  own  :  " 

Then  this  one  is  under  a  great  difficulty. 

When  by  this  one  the  creator  is  known  : 

Then  he  is  not  under  any  subserviency  (to  another).4 

(4).  When  by  this  one  his  own  spiritual  blindness  is  cherished : 

He  comes  and  goes,  being  always  overcome  by  Tama. 

When  by  him  all  doubts  are  extinguished : 

(There  is)  no  difference  (between  him  and)  the  supreme  Brahm. 

(5).  When  this  one  thinks,  that  there  are  some  differences  :  ° 

Then  there  is  pain,  punishment  and  affliction. 

When  this  one  has  comprehended  the  only  One  : 

Then  all  becomes  manifest  to  this  one  (=  to  him). 

(6).  When  this  one  runs  about  greedy  after  the  Maya  : 

He  is  not  satiated  nor  is  his  thirst  quenched. 

When  he  has  turned  away "  from  her  : 

Then  the  Maya,  turning  behind  him,  rises  and  goes  off. 

(7).  When  the  true  Guru  out  of  mercy  has  fallen  in  (with  him) : 

A  lamp  is  kindled  in  the  palace  of  the  heart. 

1  fjT^J",  this  one  =  man,  rather  a  contemptible  expression. 

2  No  case-relation  whatever  is  indicated  in  this  line,  it  can  only  be  made  out  by  conjecture. 

3  tjdiyt  =  ^Tift.  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

4  3T3T>  f°r  tDe  sake  of  tne  rhyme  =  3Tf3\ 
6  i.e.  between  him  and  the  Supreme. 

6  -hGmI  (or  t\Qib)  is  a  substantive,  signifying :  a  sweep  off,  a  turn  aside  (=  ,%35).  The  Sikh  Granthls 
explain  it  by  tRT,  separated,  which  comes  near  the  sense,  but  is  only  a  guess,  as  usual.  -H0W|  signifies 
also  (from  the  same  original  meaning) :  deceit,  evasion,  as  in  Astp.  XXXIV.  7,  (compare  the  Marathi  ?ft^T 
and  SjWr),  where  they  explain  it  by  ^f,  pain  (sic!). 
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"When  the  right  understanding  of  victory  and  defeat  is  made  : 

Then  the  value  of  this  house  is  perceived. 

(8).  The  One  is  doing  and  causing  to  be  done  everything 

Himself  by  his  'wisdom,  reflection  and  discrimination. 

He  is  not  far  off,  he  is  near,  with  every  one. 

He  is  praising  the  True  one,  (says)  Nanak,  (who  has)  love  to  Hari. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 
II.     XXXI. 

(1).  By  the  service  of  the  Guru  (I)  was  applied  to  the  name. 
To  him  it  is  given,  on  whose  forehead  (this)  lot  is  (written). 
In  his  heart  that  one  (  =  Hari)  is  contained  : 
Whose  mind  and  body  become  cool  and  stable. 

Pause. 
O  my  mind,  make  such  a  praise, 
Which  will  be  of  use  to  thee  here  and  there  ! 
(2).  Muttering  whom  fear  and  calamity  depart, 
(And)  the  running  mind  becomes  fixed. 
Muttering  whom  pain  does  not  again  befall  (thee). 
Muttering  whom  this  egotism  (  =  individuality)  flees. 
(3).  Muttering  whom  the  five  become  subjected. 
Muttering  whom  nectar  is  amassed  in  the  heart. 
Muttering  whom  this  thirst  is  quenched. 

Muttering  whom  (thou)  art  approved  of  at  the  threshold  of  Hari. 
(4).  Muttering  whom  crores  of  sins  are  effaced. 
Muttering  whom  union  (with)  Hari  is  effected.1 
Muttering  whom  the  mind  becomes  cool  (sedate). 
Muttering  whom  (thou)  gettest  rid  of  all  filth. 
(5).  Muttering  whom  the  gem  of  Hari  is  obtained. 
Him  he  does  not  give  up  again,  who  becomes  familiar  with  Hari. 
Muttering  whom  some  residences  in  paradise  (are  obtained). 
Muttering  whom  (one)  naturally  dwells  in  happiness. 
(6).  Muttering  whom  this  fire  does  not  affect  (thee). 
Muttering  whom  this  death  is  not  overpowering  (thee). 
Muttering  whom  thy  forehead  (becomes)  spotless. 
Muttering  whom  all  pain  is  taken  off. 
(7).  Muttering  whom  no  difficulty  is  brought  (on  thee). 
Muttering  whom  (thou)  hearest  the  unbeaten  sound. 

Muttering  whom  (thou  hearest)  this  pure  report  (that  takes  place  in  the  tenth  gate). 
Muttering  whom  the  lotus  becomes  straight. 
(8).  By  the  Guru  a  favourable  look  is  cast  on  every  one  : 
Into  whose  heart  Hari  gives  the  mantra  (=  the  name). 
Unintermitting  praise  (of  Hari)  is  made  his  food  by  him  : 
Who  has  the  true,  perfect  Guru,  says  Nanak. 

1  JJ"PT  cannot  here  be  an  adjective  (pious,  WTO)>  hut  must  be  taken  =  f{\fif  (=  ?df*tj),  union,  though 
this  form  is  not  any  longer  in  use  in  Hindi. 


RAG  GAURI,  MAH.  V.,  ASTPAD.  III.  IV.  (XXXII.  XXXIII.)  341 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
III.     XXXII. 

(1).  Who  keeps  the  word  of  the  CRiru  in  his  heart : 
He  gives  up  the  society  with  the  five  men.1 
"Who  subjects  and  keeps  down  the  ten  senses : 
In  his  heart  light  springs  up. 

Pause. 
Such  becomes  the  firmness  of  him : 
On  whom  the  mercy  and  kindness  of  that  Lord  is. 
(2).  In  whose  (mind)  friend  and  enemy  is  the  same  : 
Whatever  his  speaking  is,  it  is  (all)  of  divine  knowledge. 
Whatever  his  hearing,  it  is  (all)  (hearing)  the  name. 
Whatever  his  looking,  it  is  (all)  meditation. 
(3).  Naturally  he  is  waking,  naturally  he  sleeps. 
What  naturally  happens,  that  happens. 

Naturally  indifference  (to  the  world),  naturally  laughing  (is  brought  about). 
Naturally  silence,  naturally  recital  (of  the  name). 
(4).  Naturally  eating,  naturally  love. 
Naturally  all  hypocrisy  is  effaced. 
Naturally  fellowship  with  the  pious  takes  place. 
Naturally  the  supreme,  unrestrained  Brahm  is  met  with. 

(5).  Naturally  (he  dwells)  in  (his)  house,  naturally  he  is  indifferent  to  worldly  cares. 
Naturally  the  duality  of  (his)  body  is  destroyed. 
In  whose  mind  joy  has  naturally  sprung  up  : 
With  him  the  supreme  bliss  (=  Supreme  Being)  has  fallen  in. 
(6).  Naturally  the  nectar  of  the  name  is  drunk. 
Naturally  the  soul  is  made  a  present  (to  him). 
Whose  spirit  is  naturally  delighted  in  the  tale  (about  Hari) : 
With  him  the  imperishable  one  is  dwelling. 
(7).  Naturally  he  is  sitting  and  firmly  fixed. 
Naturally  the  unbeaten  sound  is  sounded  (by  him). 
(To  whom)  the  jingling  sound  naturally  is  pleasing  :2 
In  his  house  the  supreme  Brahm  is  contained. 
(8).  To  whom  (this)  destiny  has  accrued  naturally  : 
(With  him)  has  naturally  fallen  in  the  truly  pious  Guru. 
Who  has  obtained  tranquillity  of  mind,  he  knows  it. 
Nanak,  the  slave,  is  a  sacrifice  to  him. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

IV.     XXXIII. 

(1).  First  they  left  their  dwelling  in  the  womb. 
(Then)  they  were  connected  with  son,  wife  and  family. 

1  The  five  men  are  :  3TP?>  °TT>  &3>  'W.  WTvRTtJ'.  personified  here. 

2  dc^cW  I  <J>  the  jingling  sound,  which  is  said  to  be  produced  in  the  dasva  duar  (or  tenth  gate)  by  deep 
meditation,  and  which  is  taken  as  a  sign  of  the  indwelling  of  the  Supreme. 
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(They  eat)  food  of  many  kinds  (and  put  on)  many  clothes. 
At  last  they  will  depart  helpless. 

Pause. 
What  is  the  place,  that  never  gives  way  ? 
"What  is  the  word,  by  means  of  which  folly  is  taken  away  ? 
(2).  In  the  city  of  Indra  one  must  die  at  last. 
In  the  city  of  Brahma  there  is  no  eternal  dwelling. 
In  the  city  of  Shiva  death  will  take  place. 

(In  whom)  the  three  qualities  are  contained,  he  dies  and  becomes  a  goblin. 
(3).  Mountains,  trees,  earth,  sky  and  stars. 
Sun,  moon,  wind,  fire,  water. 
Day,  night,  (their)  laws  and  changes.1 
The  Shastras,  the  Smriti  and  the  Vedas  will  pass  away. 
(4).  Tlrthas,  gods,  temple,  book. 

Eosary,  frontal  mark,  purification,  pure  burnt-offerings.2 
Dhoti,  prostration,  the  eating  of  consecrated  food.3 
The  whole  world  will  pass  away. 
(5).  Caste  and  division,  Turk  and  Hindu. 
Cattle,  birds,  creatures  (produced  from)  many  wombs. 
The  whole  expanse  (of  the  universe),  (that)  is  seen  spread  out. 
AH  forms  (of  existence)  will  pass  away. 

(6).  By  praise  and  devotion  easily  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  (is  obtained). 
Perpetual  joy  and  the  true,  immovable  place. 
There  the  society  of  the  pious  delights  in  the  excellences  (of  Hari). 
(Where)  the  city  of  the  fearless  (Hari)  is,  there  it  always  dwells. 
(7).  There  is  no  fear,  error,  grief  nor  anxiety. 
Coming  and  going  and  death  take  not  place. 
There  is  always  joy  in  (his)  inviolate  court. 
The  devotees  dwell  (there)  by  the  support  of  praising  (Hari).4 
(8).  The  supreme  Brahm  has  no  end  nor  limit. 
"Who  can  form  an  opinion  about  him  ? 
Nanak  says :  on  whom  he  bestows  mercy : 
(He  gets)  the  immovable  place  and  crosses  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Gauri ;  mahala  V. 

V.    XXXIV. 

(1).  "Who  destroys  this  (duality),  he  is  a  hero. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  perfect. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  gets  greatness. 
Who  destroys  this,  his  pain  goes  off. 

1  Mdd  (Sansk.  slfT)  cannot  here  signify  (as  usually) :   a  religious  observance,  but  must  mean :   a  law,  a 
fixed  rule.    The  rules  and  changes  of  day  and  night. 

2  TT3\  =  TT3  (=  ffa).  burnt-offering. 

3  V+ll-dA  sJ\,  thus  the  words  must  be  divided ;  \{*i|^A  is  the  Format.  Plur.  of  VJTTC>  food,  etc., 
presented  to  an  idol  or  holy  person,  to  be  eaten,  thus  honoured  or  blessed,  by  the  worshippers  or  disciples. 

*  The  sense  is :  praising  Hari  is  their  support,  which  keeps  them  there. 
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Pause. 
If  there  is  some  such  one  as  destroys  and  removes  duality  : 
He,  having  destroyed  this,  practisgs  the  most  excellent  Yogi 
(2).  Who  destroys  this,  he  has  no  fear. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  name. 
Who  destroys  this,  his  thirst  is  quenched. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  approved  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 
(3).  Who  destroys  this,  he  is  opulent. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  honoured. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  a  man  of  subdued  passions. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  obtains  salvation. 

(4).  Who  destroys  this,  his  coming  (into  the  world)  is  of  account. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  immovable  (and)  rich. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  very  fortunate. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  daily  awake. 

(5).  Who  destroys  this,  he  is  emancipated  whilst  being  in  the  body. 
Who  destroys  this,  his  abstract  meditation  is  spotless. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  very  well  versed  in  divine  knowledge. 
Who  destroys  this,  he  is  naturally  given  to  contemplation. 
(6).  Without  this  one  being  destroyed  he  is  not  approved  of, 
(Though)  he  practise  crores  of  (religious)  works,  recitals  and  austerities. 
Without  this  one  being  destroyed  regeneration  is  not  effaced. 
Without  this  one  being  destroyed  he  does  not  escape  from  Tama. 
(7).  Without  this  one  being  destroyed  no  divine  knowledge  is  brought  about. 
Without  this  one  being  beaten  impurity  is  not  washed  away. 
Without  this  one  being  destroyed  all  is  filthy. 
Without  this  one  being  destroyed  all  is  deceit. 
(8).  To  whom  the  depository  of  mercy  has  become  merciful: 
He  has  obtained  release,  (to  him)  all  perfection  has  accrued. 
Whose  duality  is  destroyed  by  the  Guru  : 
He  is  reflecting  on  Brahm,  says  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
VI.     XXXV. 
(1).  (If)  (one)  join  Hari,  every  one  is  (his)  friend. 
(If)  he  join  Hari,  his  mind  becomes  stationary. 
(If)  he  join  Hari,  anxiety  does  not  enter  him. 
(If)  he  join  Hari,  he  is  saved. 

Pause. 
0  my  mind,  join  thou  Havi  ! 

None  other  is  of  use  to  thee. 

(2).  The  great,  great  worldly  people 

Are  of  no  use  to  thee,  0  foolish  one  ! 

(Though)  thou  mayst  hear,  (that)  the  servant  of  Hari  is  of  low  family  : 

In  his  society  thou  art  saved  in  a  moment. 

(3).  Hearing  whose  name  crores  of  ablutions  (are  made).1 

1  The  sense  is :  hearing  the  name  of  Hari  is  as  much  as  crores  of  ablutions. 
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In  the  meditation  on  whom  crores  of  adorations. 

Hearing  the  tale  about  Hari  crores  of  meritorious  actions. 

Crores  of  fruits  ( =  rewards  are  obtained)  (when)  knowing  from  the  Guru  the  method.1 

(4).  Reflect  again  and  again  in  thy  own  mind  ! 

By  love  to  the  Maya  thou  wilt  perish. 

The  imperishable  Hari  is  with  thee.2 

0  my  mind,  be  absorbed  in  love  to  Earn ! 

(5).  By  whose  love  all  hunger  ceases. 

By  whose  love  the  messengers  (of  Tama)  will  not  overcome  (thee). 

By  whose  love  thy  dignity  (will  be)  great. 

By  whose  love  thou  wilt  become  immortal. 

(6).  On  whose  servant  no  punishment  (falls). 

On  whose  servant  is  no  fetter.8 

At  whose  office  no  one  asks  an  account : 

His  service  perform  especially  ! 

(7).  Who  does  not  stand  in  lack  of  anything. 

The  One  himself  has  many  kinds  (of  things). 

By  whose  favourable  look  thou  becomest  always  happy : 

0  my  mind,  perform  his  service  ! 

(8).  No  one  is  clever,  no  one  is  foolish  (by  himself). 

No  one  is  weak,  no  one  is  a  hero  (by  himself). 

To  what  one  is  applied,  to  that  he  clings. 

He  is  a  worshipper,  (says)  Nanak,  whose  lot  it  is. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
VII.     XXXVI. 

(1).  As  without  remembering  (the  name)  life  is  a  curse  : 4 
So  lives  the  Sakat  (in  a  curse),  having  forgotten  the  name. 

Pause. 

Who  lives  one  moment  in  remembering  (the  name) : 

He  becomes  always  firmly  fixed  6  for  lakhs  of  crores  of  days. 

(2).   Without  remembering  (the  name)  woe  to  the  works  that  he  does  ! 6 

(Like)  a  crow  his  occupation  and  dwelling  is  in  ordure. 

(3).  Without  remembering  the  name  dog's  works  are  done. 

1  The  ftifi|,  method  or  way  of  emancipation,  which  must  be  learnt  from  the  Guru. 

2  We  have  translated  this  line  so,  as  it  stands,  though  it  gives  no  proper  sense.  We  should  rather 
expect :  "  Hari  being  with  thee  thou  art  or  becomest  imperishable,"  though  the  words,  as  they  stand,  will  not 
sanction  such  a  translation.  The  verses  of  Arjun  arc  often  so  dark,  that  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  guess 
what  he  means. 

3  y  |/i,  a  new  formation  from  ^«tl,  like  j{|<S  from  ^TJg'. 

4  17JV.  very  likely  =  JTHTV  (=  ^UTX  curse.  >W  ld"H  I «JT  is  to  be  divided  into  JWHTrTT,  life  and  "i\, 
which  is  a  meaningless  alliteration,  as  it  can  hardly  here  be  taken  for  the  interjection  ^  (fem.). 

5  ft)d>  firmly  fixed,  i.e.  not  subject  to  transmigration. 
°  STSTTT  =  aj%,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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The  Sakat  is  (like)  the  son  of  a  whore,  nameless. 

(4).  Without  remembering  (the  name)  (he  is)  like  the  horns  of  a  ram.1 

The  Sakat  speaks  falsehood,  (his)  face  is  black. 

(5).  Without  remembering  (the  name)  he  is  like  a  donkey. 

The  Sakat,  after  being  filled  (sated)  in  (his)  place,2  blows  make  him  turn  about. 

(6).  Without  remembering  (the  name)  he  is  a  mad  dog. 

On  the  covetous  Sakat  a  fetter  is  placed. 

(7).  Without  remembering  (the  name)  he  is  a  suicide. 

The  Sakat  is  low,  he  has  no  family  nor  caste. 

(8).  To  whom  he  has  become  merciful,  him  he  joins  to  the  assembly  of  the  pious. 

Nanak  says  :  by  the  Guru  the  world  is  saved. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 

VIII.     XXXVII. 

(1).  By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  I  have  obtained  the  highest  step  ( =  final  emancipation). 
By  the  perfect  Guru  my  honour  is  preserved. 


By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  I  meditated  on  the  name. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  a  place 3  was  allotted  to  me. 

(2).  What  I  have  heard  from  the  word  of  the  Guru  I  explain  (with  my)  tongue. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  my  speech  is  nectar. 

(3).  By  the  word  of  the  Guru  my  own  self  (  =  individuality)  is  effaced. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Guru  my  dignity  is  great. 

(4).  By  the  word  of  the  Guru  my  doubt  is  erased. 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  all  is  looked  upon  as  Brahm. 

(5).  By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  supreme  Tog  is  performed  (by  me). 

In  the  society  of  the  Guru  the  whole  world  crosses. 

(6).  By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  my  affairs  are  accomplished. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  nine  treasures  are  obtained. 

(7).  Whosoever  puts  his  hope  on  my  Guru  : 

From  him  the  noose  of  Tama  is  cut  off. 

(8).  By  the  word  of  the  Guru  my  destiny  became  awake.4 

Nanak  (says) :  the  Guru,  the  supreme  Brahm  was  met  with. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
IX.     XXXVIII. 


That  Guru  I  remember  at  every  breath. 

The  Guru  is  my  life,  the  true  Guru  is  my  capital  (wealth). 

(1).  Having  seen  the  sight  of  the  Guru  I  live. 

1  Id3T3T  must  be  divided  into  £31,  ram,  and  '3T,  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

2  ,E[T25  3'fd ;  it  is  perhaps  better  to  take  here  3d  A I  as  intransitive.     The  sense  is  :  after  the  Sakat  has 
got  his  fill  here  (in  this  world),  he  is  afterwards  turned  about  in  transmigration,  like  a  donkey,  by  blows. 

3  b(|G,  place,  i.e.  a  firm  resting-place  (opposed  to  transmigration). 

4  TTTfsWIj  awake,  i.e.  it  took  effect,  was  realized. 
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Washing  and  'washing  the  feet  of  the  Guru  I  drink  (the  water,  wherewith  his  feet  are  washed). 

(2).  I  make  continually  ablution  in  the  dust  of  the  Guru. 

The  filthiness  of  egotism  of  the  several  births  I  remove  (thereby). 

(3).  I  swing  the  fan  to  that  Guru, 

By  whom,  having  given  (me)  his  hands,  (I  am)  preserved  from  the  great  fire. 

(4).  I  carry  water  to  the  house  of  that  Guru, 

From  which  Guru  I  learnt  the  wisdom  of  salvation. 

(5).  In  the  house  of  that  Guru  I  always  grind  (corn), 

By  whose  favour  all  (my)  enemies  become  friends  (to  me). 

(6).  By  which  Guru  life  has  been  given  to  me : 

His  own  slave  (I  am),  by  himself  I  was  bought. 

(7).  Who  himself  has  bestowed  his  own  love  (on  me) : 

To  that  Guru  I  continually  pay  reverence. 

(8).  The  troubles,  fear,  doubt  and  pain  of  the  Kali-yug  are  removed  (by  him). 

Nanak  says  :  my  Guru  is  powerful. 

Gaurl;  mahalu.  V. 
X.     XXXIX. 

Pause. 

Join  me,  0  my  G5vind,  give  (me)  thy  name  ! 

Woe,  woe  to  (that)  love,  that  is  without  (thy)  name ! 

(1).  Who  puts  on  (clothes)  and  eats  without  the  name : ' 

He  falls  like  a  dog  on  the  impure  leavings  (of  a  meal). 

(2).  Whatever  business  (is  carried  on)  without  the  name  : 

That  is  as  vain  as  the  decoration  of  a  corpse. 

(3).  Who,  forgetting  the  name,  is  given  to  enjoyments : 

He  gets  no  comfort  (not  even)  in  a  dream,  in  his  body  is  sickness. 

(4).  Who,  abandoning  the  name,  carries  on  other  business : 

He  perishes,  all  (his)  plaitings  2  are  in  vain. 

(5).  Who  in  his  mind  entertains  no  love  to  the  name  : 

He,  though  practising  crores  of  (religious)  works,  goes  to  hell. 

(6).  Who  does  not  adore  the  name  of  Hari  in  his  mind  : 

He  is  bound  in  the  city  of  Yama  like  a  thief. 

(7).  (There  may  be)  Lakhs  of  things  and  a  great  profusion. 

Without  the  name  they  are  vain  displays. 

(8).  That  man  takes  the  name  of  Hari, 

To  whom  he  gives  it  in  mercy,  (says)  Nanak. 

Gaurl ;  mahalu  V. 
XI.     XL. 

(1).  Who  at  the  beginning,  middle  and  end  brings  (me)  through : 
That  friend  my  heart  desires. 

1  tT3S  's  the  Format.  Plur.  of  yffi. 

2  i.e.  false  pretences. 
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Pimse. 
The  love  of  Hari  goes  always  with  (me), 

The  compassionate  Supreme  Spirit,  the  all-filling,  cherishes  (me). 
(2).  He  does  not  perish  nor  doeshe  give  up  (any  one). 
Wherever  I  look,  there  he  is  contained. 
(3).  He  is  beautiful,  skilful,  clever,  liberal  to  the  creatures. 
The  Lord  is  brother,  son,  father,  mother. 
(4).  (He  is)  the  support  of  (my)  life  and  breath,  my  capital. 
(Who)  entertains  love  (to  him),  (in  his  heart)  he  fixes  his  abode. 
(5).  The  fetter  of  the  Maya  is  cut  off  by  Gopal. 
He  made  (me)  his  own,  looking  (on  me)  favourably. 
(6).  By  continually  remembering  (him)  all  diseases  are  cut  off. 
Meditation  on  his  feet  is  enjoyment  of  all  happiness. 
(7).  The  all-filling  Supreme  Spirit  is  continually  fresh  and  young. 
Hari  is  inside  and  outside  with  (every  one)  as  protector. 
(8).  Nanak  says  :  by  whom  the  dignity  of  Hari  is  known  : 
(To  that)  devotee  the  whole  essence  of  the  name  is  given. 

EAGU  GATJEI;    MAHALA  V. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

XII.     XLI. 

(1).  Innumerable  wander  about  seeking  (him),  (but)  there  is  no  end  nor  limit  (of  him).1 
They  have  become  devotees,  to  whom  (he  is)  merciful.2 

Pause. 
I  am  devoted,  I  am  devoted  to  Hari. 

(2).  Having  heard  of  the  formidable  road  I  am  overcome  by  much  fear. 
I  espied  the  sanctuary  of  the  saints,  save  me  ! 
(3).  He  is  fascinating,  red,  incomparable,  all-supporting. 
Bowing  repeatedly  to  the  Guru  I  cling  to  his  feet :  show  (him  to  me)  ! 
(4).  Many  I  made  my  friends,  (but)  to  the  One  I  sacrifice  myself. 
In  none  are  any  virtues,  (but)  the  store-rooms  of  Hari  are  full. 

(5).  In  the  four  quarters  (of  the  globe)  the  name  is  muttered  and  remembered  with  pleasure." 
I  come  to  thy  protection,  Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  (to  thee). 

(6).  The  Guru,  having  stretched  out  his  arms  (to  me),  has  drawn  me  out  of  the  well. 
By  me  infinite  regeneration  is  (thus)  overcome,  I  am  not  again  overcome. 
(7).  I  obtained  the  depository  of  all,  whose  story  is  ineffable. 
At  the  gate  of  Hari  (I  shall  be)  glorious,  I  shall  swing  my  arm.4 
(8).  Humble  Nanak  obtained  the  priceless,  infinite  gem. 
By  service  to  the  Guru  the  water  of  existence  is  crossed,  this  I  publicly  proclaim.5 

1  V  ldl*WT  =  VT3>  the  nnal  word  being  corrupted  to  \JT<jfaHT>  to  get  two  syllables  more. 

*  MsJTdl'WT  =  *6qJI<TI  (1st  pers.  sing.),  the  causal  (<»3ldAl)  of  «scM  •      "STRT  Wsjld/Tl.  to  swing 
the  arm,  is  a  token  of  perfect  ease  and  comfort. 

5  \HlcT\*HT  =  MWTfd>  Palt-  Past  conjunctive. 
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GATJPJ;    MAHALA  V. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

XIII.  XLIL 

Pause. 
Take  delight  in  the  love  to  Narayan,  Hari ! 
Muttering  (his  name)  with  thy  tongue  ask  for  the  One  Hari ! 

(1).  Having  given  up  egotism  receive  the  divine  knowledge  (imparted  by)  the  Guru  ! 
He  joins  the  society  (of  the  pious),  (to  whom)  it  is  written  by  destiny  from  the  beginning. 
(2).  "What  is  seen,  that  does  not  go  with  (any  one). 
The  foolish  Sakat  clinging  (to  it)  is  consumed  and  dies. 
(3).  The  charming  name  always  remains. 
Amongst  crores  it  is  obtained  by  some  (rare)  disciple. 
(4).  Paying  reverence  to  the  saints  of  Hari, 
Thou  obtainest  the  nine  treasures  and  inestimable  happiness. 
(5).  Behold  with  (thy)  eyes  the  saints  ! 
Praise  in  (thy)  heart  the  name,  the  hidden  treasure  ! 
(6).   Give  up  lust,  wrath,  greediness  and  illusion ! 
(And)  thou  wilt  be  preserved  from  both  regeneration  and  death. 
(7).  Pain  and  darkness  are  effaced  from  (thy)  house, 

(If)  by  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  is  confirmed  (in  thee)  and  a  lamp  kindled. 
(8).  By  whom  he  {i.e.  the  Guru)  is  served,  he  comes  across. 
Humble  Nanak  (says)  :  the  world,  turning  its  face  towards  the  Guru,  is  saved. 

Gauri ;  maliala  V. 

XIV.  XLIII. 
Pause. 

Saying  :  0  Hari,  Hari !  0  Guru  !  Guru  !  my  doubt  went  off. 

In  my  heart  I  obtained  all  happiness. 

(1).  When  (I  was)  burning  in  heat,  I  was  cooled  by  the  Guru,  (as  by)  sandal-wood. 

(2).  (My)  ignorance  and  darkness  were  blotted  out,  by  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  was  kindled  (in  me). 

(3).  The  deep  sea  of  fire  I  was  carried  across,  having  ascended  the  boat  of  the  saints. 

(4).  I  have  neither  (good)  works,  nor  good  conduct  nor  purity  ;  the  Lord  seized  my  arm  and  washed  me- 

(5).  Destroying  fear,  removing  pain,  compassionate  to  his  devotees,  (this  is)  the  name  of  Hari. 

(6).  Friend  of  the  friendless,  compassionate  to  the  poor,  powerful,  refuge  of  the  saints. 

(7).  (This  is)  the  supplication  of  (me,  who  is)  devoid  of  virtues  :  give  (me)  (thy)  sight,  0  King  Hari ! 

(8).  Nanak  (flees)  to  thy  asylum,  0  Lord !  (thy)  servant  has  come  to  thy  gate. 

Oauri ;  mahala  V. 
XV.     XLIV. 
(1).  Being  given  to  pleasures  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  world  (I  am)  blind  and  ignorant. 

Pause. 
I  amass,  I  acquire  (wealth) ;  (thus)  my  whole  life  is  spent. 
(2).  I  am  a  hero,  I  am  foremost,  no  one  is  equal  to  me. 
(3).  Who  is  youthful,  of  good  conduct '  and  of  good  family,  he  becomes  proud  in  his  heart. 


l>f^T3  =  *H*nd<£i  >  tlle  affix  ^3  (as  in  ^RrETS^T)  must  also  be  added  to  »tfBT3- 
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(4).  By  which  (matter)  the  man  of  child-like  understanding  is  entangled,1  that  is  not  forgotten  at 
the  hour  of  death. 

(5).  Brothers,  friends,  relations,  companions,  (who  remain)  behind,  to  them  he  entrusts  himself.2 
(6).  To  which  predominant  inclination  the  mind  clings,  that  becomes  manifest  at  the  end. 
(7).  Egotism,  practising  pure  works,  is  bound  by  this  bond. 
(8).  0  merciful  Supreme  Spirit,  bestow  mercy  (on  me) !  Nanak  is  the  slave  of  slaves. 


Om !  The  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  divine  male. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  ! 

KAGU  GAUKI  PtTKBI ;    CHANT ;   MAHALA  I. 
I. 

(1).  The  young  woman  is  distressed  by  night,  0  dear,  she  finds  no  sleep. 

That  woman  (becomes)  feeble,  0  dear,  that  is  grieving  about  her  beloved  (husband). 

The  woman  has  become  feeble  by  grieving  about  her  beloved,  how  shall  she  see  with  her  eyes? 

Ornaments,  sweet  tastes,  fruition  of  enjoyments,  all  is  vain,  it  is  of  no  account  whatever. 

Replete  and  drunk  with  youth,  dissolved  by  pride,  no  milk  comes  to  her  breast. 

Nanak  (says)  :  that  woman  comes  to  union  (with  her  beloved),3  who  without  the  beloved  gets  no  sleep. 

(2).  The  woman  is  honourless  without  her  beloved  Lord. 

How  shall  she  obtain  happiness  without  keeping  him  in  her  breast  ? 

"Without  her  Lord  no  family-life  is  (possible);  ask  (thy)  friends  and  companions ! 

"Without  the  name  there  is  no  affection  nor  love,  in  the  True  one  she  dwells  happy. 

The  true  friend  is  joined  by  contentment  in  the  heart,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  bride- 
groom is  known. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  woman,  that  does  not  give  up  the  name,  is  naturally  absorbed  in  the  name. 

(3).  Join  me,  my  friend  and  companion !  we  will  enjoy  our  beloved ! 

Having  asked  the  Guru  I  will  write  a  message  of  love  (to  him)  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  0  dear ! 

The  true  word  is  shown  by  the  Guru,  the  fleshly-minded  one  repents  (for  not  having  attended  to  it). 

(The  mind) '  that  is  roaming  about,  remains  firm,  when  the  True  one  is  known. 

By  thinking  of  the  True  one  (the  mind)  is  always  fresh,  by  love  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  young.5 

Kanak  (says) :  by  his  favourable  look  true  tranquillity  (of  mind)  (is  obtained) ;  join  me,  0  friend 
and  companion ! 

(4).  My  desire  is  fulfilled,  0  dear,  my  sweetheart  has  come  to  my  house. 
The  woman  having  met  with  (her)  bridegroom  sings  a  song  of  joy. 

She  sings  (his)  excellences  (and)  a  song  of  joy,  by  (his)  love  she  is  happy,  in  the  heart  of  the  young 
woman  is  excessive  joy. 

'.  The  Lahore  lithographed  copy  reads  :  fc||l|  l-rfci  Sjrj,  another  MS.  reads  :  T(X(  Tjffj  57,  which  gives  no 
sense.  Another  MS.  reads  :  fc||<M>  tifq^l,  which  must  be  taken  as  an  adjective  (of  a  new  formation) :  having 
the  understanding  of  a  child.    The  various  readings  show,  that  the  Sikhs  no  longer  understand  the  passage. 

2  jfHTJSl"*  f°r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  instead  of  jfvjIAl ,  as  the  subject  is  masculine. 

3  f*R5  f*iMiyt  =  f*lW|fy>  Loc.  olfi\ib[Q,  to  be  united  to  union. 

4  No  subject  is  hinted  at,  as  usual  with  Nanak,  but  according  to  the  context  3J25  is  very  likely  to  be 
supplied. 

5  No  subject,  nor  any  grammatical  relation  is  indicated  in  this  line,  the  translation  can  therefore  only  be 
made  by  conjecture. 
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The  sweetheart  is  pleased,  the  wicked  ones '  are  absorbed,  by  muttering  the  True  one  the  True  one 
is  obtained. 

Joining  her  hands  that  woman  makes  supplication,  who  day  and  night  is  steeped  in  love  (to  her 
sweetheart). 

Nanak  (says) :  the  beloved  and  the  woman  dally  (with  each  other) ;  my  desire  is  fulfilled. 

Gauri ;   Chant;  mahal&I. 
II. 

(1).  Hear,  0  husband,  0  Lord,  I  am  alone  in  the  wood ! 

How  Bhall  I  be  composed  without  (my)  husband,  0  Lord,  that  heedest  no  person  ? 

The  woman  cannot  remain  without  her  Lord,  the  night  (becomes)  very  troublesome  (to  her). 

She  finds  no  sleep,  (for)  love  pleases  (her);  hear  my  supplication! 

"Without  her  beloved  she  thinks  of  none,  (being  left)  alone  she  weeps. 

Nanak  (says):  that  woman  comes  to  union  (with  her  beloved),  who  without  the  beloved  suffers  pain. 

(2).  "Who  shall  take  her  (to  himself),  who  is  given  up  by  the  beloved  ? 

"With  love  and  affection  she  falls  in,  0  dear,  (if)  she  be  inclined  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(If)  she  be  inclined  to  the  word,  she  obtains  honour,  the  lamp  (of  the  word)  brightens  up  (her)  body. 

Hear,  0  friend  and  companion,  she  is  happy  in  the  True  one,  (who)  remembers  the  excellences  of 
the  True  one. 

If  she  is  united  by  the  true  Guru,  then  she  is  enjoyed  by  the  beloved,  she  is  happy  by  the  nectar- 
speech  (of  the  Guru). 

Nanak  (says) :  that  woman  enjoys  her  beloved,  who  is  pleasing  to  his  mind. 

(3).  Who  is  immersed  in  the  fascinating  Maya,  0  dear,  she  is  carried  away  by  guileful  falsehood. 

How  shall  the  rope  on  (her)  neck  be  opened  without  the  very  dear  Guru,  0  dear  ? 

"Who  in  love  and  affection  to  Hari  reflect?  on  the  word,  hers  he  (i.e.  Hari)  becomes. 

Meritorious  actions,  alms,  many  ablutions,  how  should  they  wash  away  the  inward  filthiness? 

"Without  the  name  no  one  obtains  salvation  by  obstinacy  and  tenacity  in  a  desert.2 

Nanak  (says) :  the  true  house  is  known  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  how  should  duality 
know  the  palace  (of  Hari)  ? 

(4).  Thy  name  is  true,  0  Lord,  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  the  true  object  of  reflection. 

Thy  palace  is  true,  0  Lord,  (thy)  name  is  true  traffic. 

The  traffic  of  the  name  is  sweet,  by  devotion  gain  is  daily  (acquired). 

"Without  this  (name)  no  wares  are  seen,8  take  the  name  every  moment ! 

Examine  the  account  with  a  true  look,  by  a  perfect  destiny  it  {i.e.  the  name)  is  obtained. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  name  is  a  great  sweet  flavour ;  from  the  perfect  Guru  the  True  one  is  obtained. 

KAGTT   GAURI  PLRBI;    CHANT;    MAHALA.  III. 
Om  !  the  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  divine  male. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru ! 
I.     III. 
(1).  That  woman  makes  supplication,  0  dear,  who  remembers  the  excellences  of  Hari. 
Not  a  moment  she  can  remain,  0  dear,  without  the  beloved  Hari. 
"Without  the  beloved  Hari  she  cannot  remain,  without  the  Guru  the  palace  (of  Hari)  is  not  obtained. 

1  -i_m,  the  wicked  ones,  i.e.  3"PT>  W^>  e*c- 

2  The  sense  is :  by  practising  austerities  with  tenacity  in  a  desert  (fc|t||cM  =  Pers.  .jUUj). 

3  The  sense  is:  without  this  name  all  other  wares  or  goods  are  but  false. 


RAG  GAURI,  MAH.  III.,  CHANT  II.  (IV.)  351 

(If),  what  the  Guru  says,  that  be  done,  the  fire  of  thirst  is  quenched. 

That  Hari  is  true,  without  him  there  is  none  other,  without  serving  him  no  comforts  are  obtained. 

Nanak  (says)  :  that  woman  comes  to^union  (with  him),  whom  he  himself  unites  (with  himself). 

(2).  0  blessed  and  delightful  night,  (in  which)  she  applies  her  mind  to  Hari ! 

(If)  she  serve  the  true  Guru  and  bestow  love  (on  him),  0  dear,  he  removes  from  within  her  own  self. 

She  removes  from  within  her  own  self,  she  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari,  daily  she  entertains  love 
(to  him). 

Hear,  0  my  friend  and  companion,  friend  of  my  heart !  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  she  is  absorbed  (in  Hari). 

(If)  she  recite  mentally  the  excellences  of  Hari,  she  is  dear  to  her  beloved,  (if)  she  has  love  to  the  name. 

Nanak  (says)  :  that  woman  is  dear  to  her  Lord,  (who  wears)  on  her  neck  (as)  necklace  the  name  of  Earn. 

(3).  The  woman  is  solitary,  0  dear,  without  her  beloved  Lord. 

By  second  love  she  is  wretched,  0  dear,  without  the  word  of  the  Guru  she  is  disfigured.1 

"Who  without  the  beloved  word  crosses  (the  ocean),  which  is  hard  to  cross  ?  by  the  infatuation  of  the 
Maya  she  is  ruined. 

Spoiled  by  falsehood  she  is  turned  off  by  her  beloved ;  that  woman  does  not  obtain  the  palace  (of  Hari). 

Who  is  attached  to  the  word  of  the  Guru,  is  naturally  intoxicated  (with  love),  day  by  day  she 
remains  absorbed  (in  Hari). 

Nanak(says) :  the  woman  that  is  always  imbued  with  love  (to  Hari),  Hari  himself  unites  (with  himself). 

(4).  Then  union  is  brought  about,  if  Hari  unite  (to  himself) ;  without  Hari  who  will  bring  about  union  ? 

"Without  one's  own  beloved  Guru,  0  dear,  who  will  put  a  stop  to  doubt  ? 

The  Guru  puts  a  stop  to  doubt,  thus  union  is  brought  about,  0  mother !  then  that  woman  obtains 
happiness. 

Without  service  to  the  Guru  (there  is)  horrible  darkness,  without  the  Guru  she  does  not  find  the 
(right)  path. 

The  woman,  that  is  imbued  with  love  (to  Hari),  is  naturally  intoxicated  by  reflecting  on  the  word 
of  the  Guru. 

Nanak  (says)  :   the  woman  obtains  Hari  as  her  husband  by  love  and  affection  to  the  Guru. 

Gauri ;  mahala  III. 
II.     IV. 

(1).  Without  (my)  beloved  (I  am)  quite  wretched,  0  dear,  how  shall  I  live  without  my  beloved,  0 
my  mother  ? 

Without  the  beloved  I  find  no  sleep,  0  dear,  the  clothes  do  not  fit  (my)  body. 

The  clothes  fit  the  body,  when  they  please  the  beloved,  (and)  the  mind  is  applied  (to  him)  by  the 
instruction  of  the  Guru. 

She  is  always  a  happy  married  woman,  who  serves  the  true  Guru,  and  is  absorbed  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Guru. 

(If)  the  Guru  by  (his)  word  unite2  (her  with  the  beloved),  then  she  enjoys  the  beloved,  in  (this 
world  the  name  (only)  is  (true)  gain. 

Nanak  (says) :  (that)  woman  is  dear  to  the  Lord,  who  mentally  recites  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(2).  That  woman  enjoys  pleasures,  0  dear,  (who  is)  with  her  own  beloved. 

Day  and  night  she  is  immersed  in  pleasure,  0  dear,  reflecting  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

She  reflects  on  the  word  of  the  Guru  (and)  destroys  (thereby)  her  egotism  (=  individuality);  in  this 
wise  she  is  united  with  her  beloved. 

1  W3T3  =  73T55.  terrible,  disfigured. 

2  The  Lahore  lithographed  copy  reads :  5ft5T>  which  gives  no  proper  sense.  The  MS.  (2483)  reads 
5^,  which  suits  well  the  context. 
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That  is  always  a  happy  married  ■woman  and  in  high  glee,  (who  is)  attached  to  the  true  name. 

If  she  remain  united  with  her  own  Guru,  nectar  is  received,  she  destroys  and  removes  her  duality. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  woman,  "who  obtains  Hari  (as)  her  husband,  forgets  all  her  troubles. 

(3).  The  woman,  (that)  has  strayed  away  from  her  beloved  by  reason  of  affection  and  fondness  to 
the  Maya,  0  dear ! 

Has  stuck  to  a  groundless  lie  and  is  ruined  by  the  guileful  falsehood  (of  the  Maya),  0  dear ! 

(If)  she  clear  away  the  falsehood  by  remembering  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  she  does  not  lose  her 
life  in  gambling. 

(If)  she  obey  the  word  of  the  Guru,  she  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one,  she  destroys  from  within  her 
egotism  (=  individuality). 

She  makes  the  name  of  Hari  dwell  in  her  heart,  this  she  makes  her  ornament. 

Nanak  (says)  :  that  woman  is  naturally  absorbed  (in  the  Supreme),  whose  support  the  true  name  is. 

(4).  Join  me,  0  my  beloved,  without  thee  I  am  quite  wretched  ! 

No  sleep  comes  into  my  eyes,  0  dear  !  I  loathe  food  and  water. 

I  do  not  like  water  nor  food,  I  die  out  of  grief,  how  shall  happiness  be  obtained  without  the  beloved  ? 

I  offer  up  supplication  before  the  Guru,  if  it  please  the  Guru  ;  as  one  joins  (him),  so  he  is  united 
(with  him). 

The  giver  of  happiness  himself  unites  (with  himself),  he  himself  meets  (with  one)  and  comes  to 
(his)  house. 

Nanak  (says) :  (that)  is  always  a  happy  married  woman,  (whose)  beloved  neither  dies  nor 
goes  away. 

Gauri ;  maliald  III. 

III.     V. 

(1).  The  woman  is  pierced  with  love  to  Hari,  0  dear  !  by  the  natural  good  disposition  of  Hari. 

She  is  fascinated  by  the  heart-ravisher,  0  dear  !  (her)  duality  is  (therefore)  naturally  absorbed. 

(Her)  duality  is  naturally  absorbed,  (if)  the  woman  gets  (her)  bridegroom,  by  the  instruction  of  the 
Guru  she  enjoys  pleasure. 

This  body  is  filled  with  falsehood  and  untruthfulness  up  to  the  neck,  it  practises  sin. 

(That)  disciple  is  a  devotee,  in  whom  tranquillity  and  meditation  spring  up,  without  devotion  the 
filth  does  not  go  off. 

The  woman,  that  is  attached  to  her  beloved,  removes  from  within  her  own  self. 

(2).  The  woman  obtains  her  beloved,  0  dear!  by  love  and  affection  to  the  Guru. 

At  night  she  sleeps  in  comfort,  0  dear  !  keeping  (him)  in  her  breast. 

Keeping  (him)  in  her  breast  she  is  united  with  the  beloved,  daily  she  removes  her  pain. 

"Within  (her)  is  the  palace,  (where)  the  woman  enjoys  her  beloved,  reflecting  (on  him)  by  means  of 
the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

Day  and  night  the  nectar  of  the  name  is  drunk,  she  destroys  and  removes  (her)  duality. 

Nanak  (says) :  being  united  with  the  True  one  she  is  a  happy  married  woman  by  infinite  love 
to  the  Guru. 

(3).  Come,  be  merciful,  0  my  dearly  beloved  ! 

The  woman  makes  supplication,  0  dear  !  she  is  in  love  with  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru).1 

She  is  in  love  with  the  true  word,  she  destroys  her  egotism,  (having  become)  a  disciple  she  adjusts 
her  business. 

In  every  period  (of  the  world)  that  one  alone  is  true ;  who  reflects  on  the  Guru,  comprehends  (him, 
i.e.  the  True  one). 

1  *T\J|ldAI,  v.n.  To  lie  in  love  with  (Loc);  cf.  the  Sansk.  ST^T^T- 
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The  self-willed  one  is  sunk  in  lust,  afflicted  by  spiritual  blindness,  to  whom  shall  she  go  and  cry  ? 
Nanak  (says) :  the  self-willed  one  gets  no  place  (of  rest)  without  the  dearly  beloved  Guru. 
(4).  The  woman  is  ignorant,  fonJish  and  devoid  of  virtues,  0  dear !  the  beloved  is  unattainable, 
boundless. 

(If)  he  himself  unite  (one  to  himself),  union  is  effected,  he  himself  is  pardoning. 

The  dear  husband  is  pardoning  the  vices  of  the  woman  ;  in  everybody  he  is  contained. 

By  love,  affection,  faith  and  devotion  he  is  obtained,  by  the  true  Guru  understanding  is  imparted. 

She  remains  always  in  joy  day  and  night,  (who)  daily  continues  devoutly  meditating  (on  him). 

Nanak  (says) :  easily  Hari  is  obtained  as  husband,  that  woman  gets  the  nine  treasures. 

Gauri ;  mahala  III. 
IV.     VI. 

(1).  The  Maya  is  a  powerful  pond,  0  dear!  how  shall  the  hard  to  cross  be  got  over  ? 

Make  the  name  of  Earn  the  boat,  0  dear  !  put  within  as  rower  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Who  puts  the  word  into  (her)  as  rower,  (her)  Hari  himself  ferries  over,  in  this  wise  the  (pond) 
hard  to  cross  is  got  over. 

The  disciple,  to  whom  devotion  is  allotted,  dies  whilst  living. 

In  a  moment  (her)  sins  are  cut  off  by  the  name  of  Earn,  (her)  body  (becomes)  pure. 

Nanak  (says)  :  in  the  name  of  Earn  is  salvation,  the  slags  become  gold. 

(.2).  Women  and  men  are  sunk  in  lust,  0  dear !  the  precept  regarding  the  name  of  Earn  is  not 
known  by  them. 

Mother,  father,  son,  brother  are  very  dear  (to  them),  0  dear  !  they  are  drowned  without  water. 

They  are  drowned  without  water,  (by  whom)  salvation  is  not  known,  (who)  run  about  in  the  world 
in  egotism. 

Every  one,  that  has  come  (into  the  world),  will  go  (again),  he  is  saved  (who)  reflects  on  the  Guru. 

(If  one)  become  a  disciple  (and)  praise  the  name  of  Earn,  he  crosses  himself  and  makes  (his) 
family  cross. 

Fanak  (says) :  in  (whose)  body  the  name  dwells,  he  meets  with  the  beloved  (Hari)  by  means  of 
the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  Without  the  name  of  Earn  no  one  becomes  firm,  0  dear  !  the  world  is  a  play. 

He  ("becomes)  firm  by  true  devotion,  0  dear  !  (whose)  traffic  is  the  name  of  Earn. 

The  name  of  Earn  is  an  unattainable,  boundless  traffic,  (but)  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the 
wealth  (of  (Earn)  is  obtained. 

Service,  reflection,  devotion,  these  are  true  :  one's  own  self  is  removed  (thereby)  from  within. 

We  are  devoid  of  understanding,  foolish,  silly,  blind,  by  the  true  Guru  we  are  put  into  the 
(right)  path. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  disciple,  (who)  takes  pleasure  in  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  sings  daily  the 
excellences  of  Hari. 

(4).  He  himself  causes  to  be  done,  he  himself  does  (everything),  0  dear !  he  himself  accomplishes 
by  means  of  the  word. 

He  himself  is  the  true  Guru,  he  himself  is  the  word,  0  dear  !  he  himself  is  adoring  love  '  through 

all  ages. 

Through  all  ages  he  is  adoring  love,  Hari  himself  accomplishes,  he  himself  applies  to  his  adoration. 

1  33T5  ftWra  may  be  taken  eitner  =  HfW  W  (or  "jftfa)  or  =  *fH  fj^I,  attached  to  his  devotees  ; 
but  the  first  meaning1  seems  to  suit  better  the  context.     In  f\WnJ  final  e  is  only  an  alliteration. 
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He  himself  is  wise,  he  himself  is  clear-sighted,  he  himself  causes  worship  to  be  performed. 
He  himself  is  the  giver  of  virtues,  he  cuts  off  vices,  he  causes  the  name  to  dwell  in  the  heart. 
Nanak  is  always  a  sacrifice  to  the  gratuitous  service  of  the  True  one  :  he  himself  does  and  causes  to 
be  done  (everything). 

Oauri ;  mahala  III. 
V.     VII. 

(1).  Serve  the  Guru,  0  my  friend  !  '  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari ! 

l)o  not  go  far  away  from  thy  heart,  0  friend  !  sitting  in  thy  house  thou  wilt  obtain  Hari. 

Sitting  in  thy  house  thou  wilt  obtain  Hari  by  always  turning  (thy)  thoughts  (on  him)  with  natural 
true  disposition. 

The  service  of  the  Guru  is  quite  delightful  (to  him),  whom  he  himself  causes  to  perform  it. 

He  sows  the  name,  the  name  springs  up,  the  name  he  makes  dwell  in  his  mind. 

Nanak  (says)  :  in  the  true  name  is  greatness  :  to  whom  (this)  is  written  before,  he  gets  it. 

(2).  The  name  of  Hari  is  sweet,  (if)  thou  fastest  it  applying  thy  mind  to  it,  0  friend  ! 

Taste  with  thy  tongue  the  juice  of  Hari,  0  dear !  giving  up  other  juices  and  tastes. 

Thou  wilt  always  obtain  the  juice  of  Hari,  when  thou  pleasest  Hari  (and)  thy  tongue  delights  in 
the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(If)  thou  meditatest  on  the  name,  thou  wilt  always  obtain  happiness,  if  thou  continuest  devoutly 
absorbed  in  the  name. 

By  the  name  (one)  is  produced,  by  the  name  one  perishes,  by  the  name  (one)  is  absorbed  in  the 
True  one. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  name  is  obtained  from  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  he  himself  {i.e.  Hari)  applies 
(one)  to  it. 

(3).  These  (people),  having  given  up  (their  own)  property,  go  in  the  service  of  a  stranger  to  a 
foreign  country,  0  friend  ! 

From  none  other  is  comfort  obtained,  0  friend  !  by  greediness  after  worldly  things  they  are  allured, 

By  greediness  after  worldly  things  they  are  enticed,  by  error  they  are  led  astray,  how  should  they 
obtain  happiness  ? 

The  service  of  a  stranger  is  very  hard,  having  sold  their  own  self  they  lose  their  virtue. 

The  fetter  of  the  Maya  is  not  stopped  (=  ceases),2  every  moment  pain  distresses  (them). 

Nanak  (says) :  the  pain  of  the  Maya  ceases  then,  when  they  apply  (their)  mind  to  the  word  of 
the  Guru. 

(4).  The  self-willed  one  is  foolish  and  ignorant,  0  friend !  he  does  not  make  dwell  the  word  in 
his  mind. 

The  error  (imparted  by)  the  Maya  is  blind,  0  friend !  how  should  he  {i.e.  the  self-willed  one)  find 
the  path  of  Hari  ? 

How  shall  he  obtain  the  path  without  love  to  the  true  Guru  ?  the  self-willed  one  takes  (only)  his 
own  self  into  account. 

The  servants  of  Hari  are  always  happy  by  applying  their  mind  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 
On  whom  Hari  bestows  mercy,  he  always  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

Nanak   (says):  the  jewel   of  the  name   is  (true)  gain  in  (this)  world,   the  disciple  he  himself 
{i.e.  Hari)  instructs. 

1  fLT3T  tTV©;  fWT  is  the  Vocat.  of  flf^,  dear,  beloved,  friend. 

2  fi^cM  has  here  the  signification  of:  to  be  stopped,  to  be  cheeked. 
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RAGU    GAURI;    CHANT;    MAHALA    V. 

Om  !  T)y  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     VIII. 

(1).  In  my  mind  a  strong  passion  (of  love)  has  sprung  up,  0  Lord!  how  shall  I  see  (thee), 
0  liberal  Lord? 

0  Hari,  my  friend  and  companion,  0  Guru,  0  divine  male,  0  arranger  (of  all  things) ! 

The  supreme  spirit,  arranging  (all  things)  is  alone  Shridhar ; '  how  shall  we,  who  are  longing  (for 
thee),2  meet  with  thee  ? 

(Our)  hand  performs  service  (to  thee),  (our)  head  (is  laid)  on  (thy)  feet,  in  the  heart  of  (us),  the 
wretched  ones,  is  a  desire  to  see  (thee). 

At  every  breath  (thou  art  remembered),  not  a  moment,3  a  ghari  (or)  muhurta  thou  art  forgotten 
day  and  night. 

Nanak  (says) :  we  are  thirsty  like  a  Catrik,  how  shall  union  be  effected  (with  thee),  0  liberal 
Lord? 

(2).  One  supplication  I  make,  0  Lord !  hear,  0  beloved  sweetheart ! 

My  heart  and  body  have  been  fascinated,  0  Lord,  having  seen  thy  actions. 

Having  seen  thy  actions  I  am  fascinated ;  how  should  the  sad  woman  be  of  a  composed  mind  ? 

(Thou  art)  a  virtuous  Lord,  kind  and  young,  brimful  with  all  virtues. 

(It  is)  not  (thy)  fault,  0  beloved,  0  giver  of  comfort,  I  am  separated  (from  thee)  by  (my  own) 
wickedness.1 

iNanak  prays :  °  Bestow  mercy  (on  me)  and  come  to  (my)  house,  0  beloved  Lord  ! 

(3).  I  offer  up  my  heart,  I  offer  up  all  my  body,  I  offer  up  all  and  shall  give  it. 

1  offer  up  my  head  to  that  beloved  friend,  who  transmits  (my)  message  to  the  Lord. 

(By  whom)  in  her  own  place  then  is  offered  up  (her)  head  before  the  Guru,  (to  her)  is  shown  the 
Lord  (as  being)  with  (her). 

In  a  moment  all  (her)  pain  is  effaced,  what  (her)  mind  desired,  is  obtained. 

Day  and  night  the  woman  enjoys  pleasures,  all  (her)  anxieties  are  effaced. 

Nanak  says :  the  beloved  one  is  met  with,  as  we  desired. 

(4).  In  my  heart  joy  has  sprung  up,  0  dear !   congratulation  is  sounded. 

The  dear  and  beloved  one  has  come  to  (my)  house,  all  thirst  is  (now)  quenched. 

The  beloved  Gopal,  the  Lord  has  joined  (me),  by  (my)  companions  a  song  of  blessing  is  sung. 

(In)  all  (my)  friends  and  relatives  joy  has  sprung  up,  the  place  of  the  inebriated  ones6  is 
swept  away. 

Unbeaten  sound  the  musical  instruments  in  the  house,  the  beloved  one  is  with  (me),  the  bed 
is  spread  out. 

!Nanak  says :  naturally  the  beloved,  the  giver  of  comfort,  remains  united  (with  me). 

1  'TTT3  Sansk.  ^fi^IT'  the  bearer  of  prosperity,  an  epithet  of  Vishnu. 

2  GaflcM.  Sansk.  ^^'T!!',  p.  p.  of  ^3<^+  $^,  risen,  roused,  longing  (for). 

3  V35»  the  sixtieth  part  of  a  llfjfY  (or  twenty-four  minutes);  *J'33,=  W^^f ,  forty-eight  minutes  (two 
gharis).     We  have  put  1J75S  first,  though  in  the  original  it  is  placed  after  Ufjn. 

4  "ElfdWra'  =  ■^fcT*HT<j1'>  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

5  fyA^fe'  =  f%«TJrf?T>  a  Sansk.  imitation. 

6  The  ^3  are  STR,  ^rq,  etc. 
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Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
II.     IX. 

(1).  0  fascinating  one ! '  high,  are  thy  mansions,  infinite  thy  palaces. 

0  fascinating  one !  thy  gates  are  beautiful,  0  Lord  !  the  alms-house  of  the  saints. 

Infinite  are  (thy)  alms-houses,  0  merciful  Lord,  (where)  they  always  sing  (thy)  praise  ! 

(Where)  the  pious  and  saints  are  gathered  together,  there  they  meditate  on  thee. 

Bestow  mercy  and  compassion,  0  merciful  Lord !  be  kind  to  the  poor  ! 

Nanak  says  :  (we  are)  longing  after  (thy)  sight,  meeting  with  (thy)  sight  is  the  highest  happiness. 

(2).  0  fascinating  one  !  thy  words  are  incomparable,  pure  (thy)  deportment. 

0  fascinating  one !  thou  alone  carest  for  the  creatures,  all  the  others  (are)  dust.2 

Thou  alone  carest  (for  them),  0  inapprehensible  Lord,  by  whom  the  whole  machinery  (of  the 
universe)  is  upheld. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  thou  art  brought  into  (one's)  power,  0  primeval  divine  male,  0  Banvarl ! 

Thou  thyself  departest,  thou  thyself  remainest,  by  thyself  the  whole  machinery  is  upheld. 

Nanak  says  :  keep  (my)  honour  !  all  thy  servants  (flee)  to  thy  asylum. 

(3).  0  fascinating  one!  on  thee  the  assembly  of  the  pious  meditates,  (their)  meditation  (is  directed 
on)  (thy)  sight. 

0  fascinating  one  !  Tama  does  not  come  near  them,  who  mutter 'thee  at  the  end. 

Death  does  not  touch  them,  who  with  one  mind  meditate  (on  thee). 

Who  with  heart,  word  and  deed  adore  thee,  they  obtain  all  fruits. 

Who  are  confused  by  discharging  behind  and  before3  and  silly,  they,  having  seen  (thy)  sight, 
(become)  well  versed  in  divine  knowledge. 

Nanak  (says) :   (thy)  dominion  is  immovable,  0  all-filling  supreme  spirit,  0  Lord  ! 

(4).  0  fascinating  one!   thou  art  bearing  good  fruit;  he  is  accomplished  with  his  retinue. 

0  fascinating  one !  he  saves  his  sons,  friends,  brothers,  family. 

The  world  is  saved,  (their)  apprehension  of  self4  is  removed,  by  whom  thy  sight  is  obtained. 

Who  have  called  thee  "blessed,"  near  them  Yama  does  not  come. 

Thy  excellences  are  endless,  endless,  0  true  Guru,  0  divine  male,  0  Murari ! 

Nanak  says :   who  lays  firmly  hold  (of  thee),  he  crosses  the  world. 

Gaurl ;  mahala  V. 
Sidle. 
(Who)  purifies  innumerable  sinners,  (to  him)  (I  am)  again  and  again  a  sacrifice. 
Nanak  (says)  :  muttering  the  name  of  Earn  is  a  fire,  (which)  is  consuming  their  sins. 

Chant. 
III.     X. 

(1).  Mutter,  0  my  mind,  Bam,  Narayan,  Govind,  Hari,  Madhava  ! 

Meditate,  0  my  mind,  on  Murari,  Mukand ! 6  the  pain  (and)  noose  of  death  is  (thereby)  cut  off. 

1  According  to  Sikh  tradition  these  verses  are  said  to  be  addressed  to  Mohan,  the  uncle  of  Arjun, 
who  withheld  the  writings  of  the  former  Gurus  for  some  time  from  Arjun.  But  the  verses  are  apparently 
addressed  to  the  Supreme,  as  they  can  hardly  refer  to  a  man,  except  they  contain  the  most  abject  flattery,  which 
is  hardly  credible. 

2  dl(W  *•/■  (f°r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  7JTC5Y),  dust,  the  same  as  <J«^|f35,  from  which  it  is  shortened. 

3  *155  T3  (Sansk.  Jp"TJT^),  discharging  behind  and  before  (as  done  in  consequence  of  terror,  etc.). 

4  WlfdHIA,  here  in  the  sense  of  IK  JJoJ  I  d  >  egotism,  individuality,  apprehension  of  self  as  distinct  from 
the  Supreme. 

5  W7^T  =  Sansk.  *!4«t^,  an  epithet  of  Vishnu. 
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The  lotus-feet  of  the  pain-remover,  the  asylum  of  the  poor,  of  Srldhar,  should  be  adored ! 

The  road  of  Tama,  the  difficult  ocean  of  fire  is  overcome  by  remembering  (him)  for  a  moment. 

He  is  consuming  sins,  he  is  rendering  pure,  day  and  night  adore  (him) ! 

Nanak  supplicates :  bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  Gopal,  0  Govind,  0  Madhava ! 

(2).  Recite  mentally,  0  my  mind,  Damodar,  the  remover  of  pain,  the  destroyer  of  fear,  Hari, 
the  king ! 

The  husband  of  Sri  (=LakshmI)  is  merciful,  fascinating  the  mind,  kind  to  his  devotees,  eminently 
accomplished.1 

The  all-filling  supreme  spirit  is  kind  to  his  devotees,  what  is  desired  by  the  heart,  is  obtained 
(from  him). 

From  the  blind  well  of  darkness  he  rescues  (him),  (by  whom)  the  name  is  caused  to  dwell  in  (his) 
mind. 

By  the  Gods,  the  Siddhs,  the  Ganas,  the  Gandbarvas,  the  Munis,  the  men,  (his)  excellences  are  sung 
(with)  many  adorations. 

Nanak  supplicates  :  bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  supreme  Brahm,  0  King  Hari ! 

(3).  Reflect,  0  mind,  on  the  supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  by  whom  the  whole  machinery  (of  the 
universe)  is  upheld  ! 

The  Lord  is  full  of  compassion  and  powerful,  in  everybody  (he  is)  the  support  of  life. 

He  bestows  breath,  intelligence,  body  and  life,  he  is  endless,  unattainable,  infinite. 

The  powerful  and  fascinating  one  is  fit  to  be  an  asylum,  all  sins  he  destroys. 

All  (his)  diseases,  sorrows  and  sins  become  extinct,  (who  is)  muttering  the  name  of  Murari. 

Nanak  supplicates :  0  powerful  one,  bestow  mercy  (on  me),  (by  whom)  the  whole  machinery  is 
upheld ! 

(4).  0  my  mind,  sing  the  excellences  of  the  eternal  and  imperishable  one,  (who  is)  higher  than  all 
and  compassionate. 

The  supporter  of  the  universe  alone  cherishes,  for  the  sake  of  giving,  all  (creatures). 

The  cherisher  (of  all)  is  very  compassionate  and  wise,  he  bestows  mercy  on  every  one. 

Death,  the  plague,  covetousness,  spiritual  blindness,  are  extinguished  (in  him),  in  whose  soul  the 
Lord  dwells. 

(To  whom)  God  is  favourable,  (his)  service  is  fruitful,  (his)  affliction  is  brought  to  an  end. 

The  desire  of  him  is  fulfilled,  who  is  muttering  him,  who  is  kind  to  the  poor. 

Qauri ;  mahala  V. 
IV.     XI. 

(1).  Hear,  my  friend,  join  me,  we  will  make  efforts,  (that)  we  conciliate  Hari,  the  beloved ! 

Abandoning  pride  and  performing  adoration  we  will  allure  (hira)  by  (some)  trick  with  the  mantra 
of  the  pious  ( =  Guru) ! 

0  friend,  if  he  has  come  into  (one's)  power,  he  does  not  give  (her)  up  (again) ;  thi*  is  a  good  manner 
of  the  Lord. 

Nanak  says :  old  age,  death  and  the  fear  of  hell  he  removes,  he  renders  that  creature  pure. 

(2).  Hear,  0  friend,  there  is  a  good  petition  (=  word),  this  scheme  should  be  matured! 

"With  natural  ease  the  difficulty  is  stopped,  if  a  song  to  Govind  be  sung. 

The  troubles  of  the  Kali-yug  are  effaced,  the  doubt  is  extinguished,  the  fruit,  that  is  desired,  is 
obtained, 

r  fSTcmfffJHT  must  here  also  be  an  attribute.  The  Sikhs  know  nothing  about  its  signification.  It 
very  likely  corresponds  with  the  Marathi  fsR^T^TT.  eminently  accomplished,  derived  from  f^^.  fame, 
reputation,  glory. 
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(If)  the  name  of  the  supreme  Brahm,  the  all-filling  Lord,  he  meditated  upon,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  I  desire  and  continually  enjoy  happiness,  the  Lord  grants  my  desire. 

I  am  thirsting  after  (his)  feet,  I  am  passionate  for  his  sight,  I  look  in  every  place  (for  him). 

Seeking  (him)  I  find  Hari,  the  assembly  of  the  saints  joins  the  powerful  divine  male  (to  me). 

Nanak  (says) :  those  with  whom  the  sweetheart,  the  giver  of  comfort,  meets,  they  are  very  fortunate, 
0  mother ! 

(4).  0  friend,  I  dwell  with  my  own  beloved  Lord,  my  mind  and  body  are  familiar  with  Hari. 

Hear,  0  my  companion,  (my)  sleep  is  good,  my  own  beloved  has  joined  me. 

(My)  error  is  done  away,  (I  have)  naturally  tranquillity  (of  mind),  the  Lord  has  become  manifest, 
the  lotus  has  opened. 

Nanak  (says) :  (who)  have  obtained  as  husband  the  Lord,  the  inward  governor,  (their)  happy 
married  state  does  not  give  way. 


Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

GAUM;    BAVANAKHEI ; '    MAHALA  Y. 

I. 

Slok. 

The  Gurdev  is  (my)  mother,  the  Gurdev  is  (my)  father,  the  Gurdev  is  (my)  master  (and)  Lord. 

The  Gurdev  is  (my)  companion,  destroying  (my)  ignorance,  my  cousin  (and)  full  brother. 

The  Guru  is  a  donor,  he  teaches  (me)  the  name  of  Hari,  the  (initiatory)  mantra  of  the  Gurdev 
is  saving.2 

(From)  the  Guru  (comes)  tranquillity  and  true  wisdom,  the  Gurdev's  body  is  the  mutual  philoso- 
pher's stone. 

The  Gurdev  is  the  Tirtha,  the  pond  of  nectar,  the  divine  knowledge  (imparted)  by  the  Guru  is 
(equal  to)  numberless  ablutions. 

The  Gurdev  is  the  creator,  taking  away  all  sins,  the  Gurdev  makes  the  sinners  pure. 

The  Gurdev  is  from  the  beginning,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  through  all  ages  is  the  Gurdev  ; 
taking 3  (his)  mantra  and  muttering  it  I  am  saved. 

0  Lord,  join  me  to  the  society  of  the  Gurdev !  bestow  mercy  (on  me) !  I  am  foolish  and  sinful,  by 
clinging  to  whom  I  may  cross  (the  water  of  existence). 

The  Gurdev,  the  true  Guru,  is  the  supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord ;  the  Gurdev,  says  Nanak,  I  worship 
(as)  Hari.4 

Slok. 

By  himself  (everything)  is  done  and  caused  to  he  done,  he  himself  is  able  to  do  (it). 
Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  is  contained  (in  all),  no  one  has  been  or  will  be. 

1  U  |^<S  Iffenj^i  literally :  containing  the  fifty-two  letters  of  the  (Sanskrit  alphabet),  Anusvara  and 
Visarga  being  counted  also  as  two  letters  by  the  Indian  grammarians.  The  present  Gurmukhl  alphabet  is 
called  the  "  Painti,"  as  containing  thirty-five  letters  only.  In  the  Bavanakhri  here  following,  no  regular 
order  of  the  letters  can  be  discerned. 

2  ftcPTcJ  =  Sansk.  fatVS*,.  rescuing,  saving. 

3  XJ?3  is  here  apparently  the  p.  past  conj.  of  <JdAI,  used  here  not  without  an  intended  double  meaning. 

4  The  Guru  is  here  quite  identified  with  Hari. 
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Paurl. 

Worship  to  the  Om  (and)  the  pious  true  Guru ! 

In  the  beginning,  midst  and  end  is  Hhe  formless  one. 

He  himself  is  devoid  of  sensation  and  dwelling  in  happiness.1 

He  himself  is  hearing,  he  himself  is  praising. 

His  own  self  is  produced  by  himself. 

He  himself  is  (his  own)  father,  he  himself  is  (his  own)  mother. 

He  himself  is  subtle  (atomic),  he  himself  is  big. 

His  sport  cannot  be  seen,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pause. 

Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  Lord,  who  art  compassionate  to  the  poor, 
(That)  my  mind  may  become  the  dust  of  thy  saints ! 

II. 

Slok. 
The  One  is  formless  and  endowed  with  (all)  forms,  he  himself  is  without  qualities  and  endowed  with 
all  qualities. 

The  One  is  to  be  defined  as  the  One,  (says)  Nanak,  (and)  the  One  is  (also)  manifold. 

Paurl. 

By  the  large  mouth 2  of  the  Om  the  forms  are  made. 

In  one  string  he  is  stringing  (them  all). 

In  one  by  one  the  three  qualities  are  spread  out. 

From  a  quality-less  one  he  appears  (now)  as  one  endowed  with  all  qualities. 

Making  all  sorts  (of  forms  or  creatures)  he  produced  a  dissension. 

(By)  birth  and  death  the  infatuation  of  the  mind  is  increased. 

Prom  both  kinds 3  he  himself  is  free, 

Who  has  no  limit  nor  bounds,  (says)  Nanak. 

III. 

Slok, 

He  is  the  wholesale  merchant  (and)  Lord,  true  wealth  is  the  capital  of  Hari. 

Nanak  (says)  :  (this)  true  and  pure  (wealth)  is  obtained  by  him,  (who)  is  with  the  saints. 

Paurl. 
Sasa  (S.).  True,  true,  true  is  he. 
None  is  separate  from  the  true  divine  male. 
He  falls  on  (his)  asylum,  whom  he  puts  (into  it).4 

1  The  Supreme  is  *fe  (=  Sansk.  IT*!!)  empty,  devoid  of  sensation  and  at  the  same  time  JJ"fcf  *H  1+1  A, 
living  in  happiness. 

2  3T?  WffeT  must  here  be  taken  as  two  separate  words  and  1T3  in  its  original  (adjectival)  sense  of:  large. 

3  What  are  the  ^?T  3tf3''1  '*  can  onty  ue  referred  to  -HAH  'JT37S.  the  Supreme  not  being  subject  to 
either  as  formless.  Endowed  with  all  forms  he  is  penetrating  the  universe  and  all  creatures,  which  are  his 
sport.     They  perish  again,  but  not  his  vital  energy  in  them,  which  called  them  into  existence. 

4  "irP'T)  T2STGf  (in  the  following  line).  It  is  difficult  to  say,  what  these  corruptedforms  are  intended  for ; 
we  have  translated  them  for  \|  |fy  and  JTJSTfe-  Every  grammatical  connexion  is  wanting  in  these  lines, 
and  they  can  only  be  translated  by  conjecture. 
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Bemembering,  remembering  he  sings  (his)  excellences,  (whom)  he  lets  hear  (them). 

Doubt  and  error  do  not  in  any  way  enter  (him). 

(To  whom)  his  grandeur  is  manifest,  to  him  he  is  known. 

He  is  a  pious  man,  he  comes  up  (to  him). 

Nanak  is  always  a  sacrifice  to  that  man. 

IV. 

Slok. 
Why  are  they  crying :  wealth,  wealth  !  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  is  all  falsehood. 
Without  the  name  all  is  becoming  dust,  0  Nanak ! 

Pauri. 
Dhadhd  (Dh.).  Thy  servants  are  cleansed  from  dust. 
Blessed  are  those,  whose  mind  is  delighted  (with  thee). 
They  do  not  desire  wealth,  they  do  not  wish  for  heaven. 

In  the  love  to  the  very  beloved  they  are  absorbed  in  the  dust  of  the  pious  ones. 
How  should  worldly  affairs  occupy  them, 
Who  do  not  give  up  the  One  nor  go  to  any  other  ? 
Into  whose  heart  the  Lord  has  given  the  name  : 
(Those)  pious  ones  the  Lord  is  filling,  (says)  Nanak. 

V. 

Slat. 

By  many  (faqlr-)  garbs  and  by  obstinacy  of  mind '  not  any  divine  knowledge  and  meditation  is 
obtained. 

Nanak  says  :  (on  whom)  mercy  is  bestowed,  he  is  a  devotee  endowed  with  divine  knowledge. 

Pauri. 

Nana  (N).  Divine  knowledge  does  not  (consist)  in  words  of  the  mouth, 

(Nor)  in  making  many  arguments8  (from)  (different)  kinds  of  Shastras. 

He  is  endowed  with  divine  wisdom,  in  whose  (mind)  that  one  is  firmly  fixed. 

By  talking  and  hearing  no  Tog  (abstract  meditation)  whatever  is  made. 

He  is  endowed  with  divine  wisdom,  in  whose  (mind)  the  order  (of  the  Supreme)  remains  firm. 

Heat  and  cold,  all  is  the  same  to  him. 

That  is  a  disciple  endowed  with  divine  knowledge  and  reflecting  on  the  truth  (=  the  Supreme), 

On  whom  mercy  has  been  bestowed,  says  Nanak. 

VI. 

Slok 
Avan  (A.).  They  have  come  into  creation  ( =  this  world),  (but)  without  comprehending  (the  truth) 
they  are  cattle  and  oxen. 

Nanak  (says) :  that  disciple  comprehends,  on  whose  forehead  (this)  lot  (is  written). 

Pauri. 

They  have  come  for  one  (purpose)  into  the  world. 
(But)  their  life-time  is  deluded  by  the  fascinating  Maya. 

1  The  nfd  does  not  belong  to  f^HTTJ.  but  to  1f{7i  vrfj;  so  as  the  words  stand,  they  give  no  sense. 

2  Ttdlfe  must  here  be  translated  by  argument  (ratiocinatio),  Sansk.  ^jfW- 
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la  the  womb  they  practise  austerities  with  the  head  turned  down,  and  the  feet  lifted  upwards. 

They  continually  remember  the  Lord  at  every  breath. 

Those,  who  are  discharged  (from  the  womb),  are  entangled. 

The  giver  (of  life)  is  forgotten  from  their  mind. 

On  whom  the  Lord  bestows  mercy : 

By  him  he  is  not  forgotten  neither  here  nor  there,  (says)  Nanak. 

VII. 

Slot 
They  come  by  (bis)  order,  they  perish  by  (his)  order,  no  one  is  sundered  from  (his)  order. 
His  coming  and  going  are  effaced,  (says)  Nanak,  in  whose  heart  that  One  (=  the  Supreme)  is. 

Pauri. 
These  creatures  (=  men)  are  undergoing  many  a  formation  in  the  womb. 
Sunk  in  sweet  delusion  they  are  ensnared  in  the  womb. 
By  this  Maya  (and)  the  three  qualities  they  are  subdued. 
Their  infatuation  '  is  communicated  to  everybody. 
0  friend,  tell  me  some  contrivance, 
By  means  of  which  I  may  cross  this  difficult  Maya  ! 
"Whom  he  mercifully  joins  to  the  assembly  of  the  saints  : 
Near  him  the  Maya  (does  not  come),  (says)  Nanak. 

VIII. 

Sloh. 
(One's  own)  works  must  be  earned,  prosperous  and  adverse  (circumstances)  are  made  by  that 
Lord  himself. 

The  animals  are  given  to  their  own  interest  (and)  to  selfishness,  what  do  they  earn  without  Hari  ? 

Pauri. 
He  himself  alone  causes  to  be  done  (everything). 
By  himself  demerit  and  merit  are  spread  out. 
In  this  age  to  whatsoever  he  has  applied  (one)  : 
Even  that  is  obtained,  what  he  causes  to  be  given. 
His  end  no  one  knows. 
"Whatever  he  does,  that  also  takes  effect. 
From  the  One  (comes)  the  whole  expanse  (of  the  universe). 
Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  is  arranging  it. 

IX. 

Sloh. 
They  are  taken  up  with  women  and  pleasure — a  safflower  dye,3  poison  and  uproar. 
Nanak  (says) :  I  fall  on  that  asylum,  (where)  "  I  and  mine  "  are  destroyed. 

Pauri. 
0  my  mind,  with  whatever  thou  art  taken  up  without  Hari,  by  that  thou  fallest  into  bonds. 
In  which  manner  one  never  is  emancipated,  those  very  (things)  the  Sakats  do. 

1  JHTV2S  HvT>  '■e-  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  and  the  three  qualities. 

2  3?T%  '33T,  the  safflower  dye,  a  false  red  dye,  that  soon  wears  off. 

46 
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Who,  saying  "  I,  I,"  are  fondly  engaged  in  (religious)  -works,  they  (get)  an  unflinching  load. 
When  there  is  no  love  to  the  name,  these  very  works  (bring  on)  a  worse  state. 
They  are  bound  by  the  rope  of  Tama  (on  account  of)  the  enjoyment  of  the  sweet  Maya. 
Deluded  by  error  they  do  not  comprehend,  (that)  that  Lord  is  always  with  (them). 
There  is  no  escape  from  (giving)  account  (of  one's  deeds),  (if  one's)  fear  (of  God)  be  raw  (and  there 
be)  no  accurate  knowledge  (of  him). 

Whom  he  makes  comprehend  (the  truth),  0  Nanak,  the  intelligence  of  that  disciple  (becomes)  pure. 

X. 

Slok. 

Whose  fetters  are  broken,  (to  him)  the  society  of  the  pious  accrues. 

Who  are  steeped  in  the  colour  of  the  One,  (their)  colour  is  deep,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paurl. 
Para  (E.).  Colour  this  thy  own  mind  ! 
Mutter  the  name  of  Hari  with  (thy)  tongue  ! 
None  will  (then)  say  (to  thee)  at  the  threshold  :  Sirrah  I1 

(They  will  on  the  contrary  say) :  Come,  sit  down !  pleasant  honour  they  will  give  (thee). 
In  those  palaces  thou  wilt  obtain  a  dwelling. 

(There  will  no  more  be)  regeneration  (and)  death,  they  will  be  done  away. 
On  whose  forehead  (this)  destiny  is  written  from  the  beginning : 
In  his  house  the  wealth  of  Hari  (will  be),  (says)  Nanak. 

XL 

Slok. 

Greediness  is  a  false  passion,  delusion  enters  the  foolish  and  blind  ones. 

They  cling  to  an  offensive  smell,  (says)  Nanak,  (who)  are  in  the  bonds  (of)  the  Maya. 

Paurl. 

Laid  (L.).  Clinging  to  sensual  objects  they  are  given  to  enjoyments. 

Asserting  their  own  self  (as  distinct  from  the  Supreme)  they  are  always  intoxicated  with  the  Maya. 

In  this  Maya  they  are  born  (and)  die. 

As  (his  =  God's)  order  is,  so  they  do. 

No  one  is  deficient,  no  one  is  full  {i.e.  by  himself). 

No  one  is  clever,  no  one  is  foolish. 

To  whatever  he  applies  (them),  to  that  they  stick. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  Lord  is  always  distinct.2 

XII. 

Slot 

The  dear  Gopal,  Govind,  the  Lord,  is  deep,  profound  and  unfathomable. 
There  is  no  other  unconcerned,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paurl. 
Lola  (L.).  No  one  comes  up  to  him. 
He  himself  is  the  only  One,  there  will  be  no  other. 

1  73  >  an  interjection  expressing  some  slight:  O  thou  fellow  !  Sirrah  I 

2  UrfeVTST  =  *>ffevr5  (,?Tf5rH)>  distinct,  not  mixed  up  with  the  Maya  and  not  contaminated  by  her. 
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He  will  be,  he  is  and  has  always  been. 

His  end  no  one  has  reached. 

In  a  worm  and  elephant  he  is  fullv  contained. 

The  supreme  spirit  is  known  as  manifest  in  all  places. 

To  whom  Hari  has  given  his  own  juice  : 

That  disciple  is  muttering  Hari,  Hari  with  love,  (says)  Nanak. 

XIII. 

Sloh 
By  whom  the  taate  of  one's  own  spirit  is  known,1  they  naturally  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  Hari. 
Blessed,  blessed,  blessed  are  those  men,  they  are  approved  of ! 

Paurl. 
His  coming  (into  the  world)  is  accounted  fruitful, 
By  whose  tongue  the  praise  of  Hari,  Hari  is  uttered. 
He  comes  and  dwells  with  the  saints. 
Day  by  day  he  meditates  on  the  name  with  pleasure. 
That  man  becomes  attached  to  the  name, 
On  whom  the  mercy  and  compassion  of  the  creator  is. 

His  coming  (into  the  world)  is  only  one,  he  does  not  come  again  into  the  womb  (afterwards). 
Nanak  (says)  :  he  is  absorbed  in  the  sight  of  Hari. 

XIV. 

Sloh. 

By  muttering  which  joy  springs  up  in  the  heart  and  second  love  is  destroyed, 
Pain,  trouble  and  thirst  are  quenched,  in  (that)  name  be  absorbed,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paurl. 
Yaya  (Y.).  Consume  folly  and  duality! 

Having  given  up  this  thou  wilt  sleep  in  comfort  and  tranquillity. 
Yaya  (Y.).  Go  and  fall  on  the  asylum  of  the  saints, 
By  whose  support  thou  wilt  cross  the  water  of  existence  ! 
Yaya  (Y.).  He  will  not  be  regenerated, 
Who  takes  the  One  name  and  strings  it  into  his  heart. 

Yaya  (Y.).  His  lifetime  is  not  lost  (at  play),  who  relies  on  the  perfect  Guru. 
Nanak  (says) :  he  obtains  happiness,  in  whose  heart  the  One  is. 

XV. 

Sloh 

Within  the  heart  and  body  he  dwells,  who  is  a  friend  here  and  there. 

Who  is  taught  by  the  perfect  Guru,  he  should  always  be  muttered,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paurl. 

Daily  remember  him,  who  at  the  end  will  be  an  assistant  (to  thee) ! 

These  worldly  goods  last  four  or  six  days,  every  one  goes  and  leaves  them  behind. 

(Paternal)  uncle,  mother,  father,  son,  daughter, 

1  W13T  ~3*{>  the  taste  or  flavour  of  one's  own  spirit,  i.e.  that  true  enjoyment  is  to  be  found  in  one's 
spirit  only,  where  the  dwelling  of  Hari  is. 
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House,  wife,  nothing  is  taken  with. 

Collect  such  (things),  that  do  not  perish. 

Thou  wilt  (then)  go  with  honour  to  thy  house. 

(By  whom)  in  the  Kali-yug  the  praise  (of  Hari)  is  sung  in  the  society  of  the  pious : 

They  do  not  come  again,  (says)  Nanak. 

XVI. 

8167c. 

Very  beautiful,  noble  and  rich  is  he  who  knows  the  four-faced  one.' 
He  is  called  a  corpse,  0  Nanak,  who  has  no  love  to  the  Lord. 

Pauri. 

Nana  (N.).  He  becomes  learned  in  the  six  Shastras, 

Who  is  practising  drawing  in  the  breath,  retaining  the  breath  and  breathing  it  forth.2 

Divine  knowledge  and  meditation  (are  equal  to)  ablutions  at  a  Tirtha, 

The  giving  of  a  S5ma-sacrifice,  pure  (and)  untouchable. 

In  whose  heart  there  is  no  love  to  the  name  of  Earn : 

Whatever  is  done  by  him,  that  is  not  durable. 

Account  better  than  him  a  Candal, 

In  whose  heart  Gopal  dwells,  (says)  Nanak. 

XVII. 

Slot 

In  the  four  quarters  and  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  globe)  those  wander  about,  (on  whom)  is  the 
mark  of  doing  works.3 

Comfort,  pain,  final  emancipation,  regeneration  is  written  by  destiny,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 
Kaka  (K.).     He  is  the  cause  of  causes. 
The  destiny,  that  is  written  (by  him),  no  one  effaces. 
Nothing  takes  place  twice. 
The  creator  is  not  making  a  mistake. 
To  some  he  himself  shows  the  path. 

Some  one  wandering  about  in  the  wilderness  he  makes  regret  it. 
His  own  sport  is  made  by  himself. 
Whatever  is  given  by  him,  that  is  taken  (again)  away  by  him,  (says)  Nanak. 

XVIII. 

Stole. 
They  go  on  eating,  spending  and  living  luxuriously,  (but  his)  store-rooms  are  not  exhausted. 
Many  innumerable  men  are  muttering  Hari,  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

1  «3d*Tfbf,  having  four  faces,  i.e.  Brahma  or  Vishnu.     But  xi3 6 *TtVf5*WTZft  seems  here  to  stand 
f°r  S^I'SU^'.  knowing  Brahm  as  the  one  real  substance. 

2  The  *T^i,  <jW3i>  and  X^T^i  is  practised  in  Jog  and  frequently  also  recommended  in  the  Granth  as  a 
means  of  perfecting  abstract  meditation  and  fixing  the  mind  on  the  Supreme. 

3  The  sense  is :  whose  destiny  it  is  to  do  works. 
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Pauri. 
Khdfcha  (Kh.).  There  is  no  deficiency  with  that  powerful  one. 
"What  is  to  be  given,  that  he  gives,  (wherever)  he  pleases,  there,  there  he  goes. 
(Their)  expenditure  (and)  treasury  is  the  wealth  of  the  name,  this  is  the  capital  of  (his)  devotees. 
In  patience,  humility,  joy  and  tranquillity  they  continue  muttering  his  excellences. 
They  sport  and  are  happy  with  joy,  to  whom  he  becomes  merciful. 
They  are  always  wealthy  and  lustrous,  the  wealth  (of  whose)  house  is  the  name  of  Earn. 
No  grief,  pain  and  punishment  fall  on  them,  on  whom  he  has  bestowed  a  favourable  look. 
Nanak  (says) :  who  please  the  Lord,  to  them  fulness '  is  allotted. 

XIX. 

mi. 

Calculate  and  see  in  thy  mind  :  at  last  people  must  depart. 

Hope,  that  is  not  lasting,  is  effaced  by  the  disciple,  in  the  name  (only)  is  health,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 

Gaga  (G.).  Utter  the  excellences  of  Govind  at  every  breath,  mutter  (them)  continually  ! 

"What  trust  is  there  on  (thy)  body  ?  make  no  delay,  0  friend  ! 

Neither  for  the  child,  nor  for  youth  nor  for  old  age  is  there  any  restriction. 

That  time  is  not  known,  when  the  noose  of  Tama  comes  and  falls  (on  any  one). 

Look  at  the  wise,  the  meditating  and  clever  one,  he  is  not  remaining  in  this  place ! 

Giving  up,  giving  up  (everything),  all  (the  world)  departs,  (but)  the  fool  (still)  clings  to  it. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  continues  remembering  (the  name),  on  whose  forehead  (this)  lot  (is  written). 

Nanak  (says) :   they  have   come  (into  the  world)  bearing  fruit,   on  whom  the   affection  of  the 

beloved  rests. 

XX. 

&M. 

All  the  Shastras  and  "Vedas  were  searched  (by  me),  no  one  is  saying,  that  there  is  another  (but 
the  Supreme). 

Nanak  (says) :  that  One  alone  is  at  the  beginning,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Tugas  and  is  now. 

Pauri. 
Ghagha  (Gh.).  Put  this  into  (thy)  mind :  without  Hari  there  is  none  other  ! 
No  one  has  been  and  no  one  will  be,  in  every  one  he  is  contained. 
Thou  wilt  be  released,  0  mind,  when  thou  comest  to  his  asylum. 
The  essence  of  the  name  is  in  the  Kali-yug  a  medicinal  remedy. 
Having  spent  their  time  many  repent  (of  it). 

How  should  they  obtain  a  firm  standing '  without  devotion  to  Hari  ? 
They,  having  stirred  up  the  great  nectar-juice,  drink  it, 
To  whom  it  is  given  by  Hari,  the  Guru,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXI. 

Sloh. 
All  the  days  are  counted  and  passed,  the  breath  is  not  increasing,  it  is  decreasing  (daily)  as  much  as 
a  sesam-seed. 

"Who  desire  to  live  in  error  and  spiritual  blindness,  they  are  fools,  (says)  Nanak. 


1  V3^>  *•/•  fulness,  i.e.  everything  that  is  desirable. 

2  fiffe,  a  firm  standing  (opposed  to  transmigration). 
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Pauri. 
Nana  (N.).  Death  devours  him,  who  is  made  a  Sakat  by  the  Lord. 
In  many  wombs  he  is  born  and  dies  (again),  not  having  known  the  Supreme  Lord. 
Divine  knowledge  and  meditation  accrue  to  him, 
To  whom  they  are  caused  to  be  given  by  himself  out  of  mercy. 
By  calculation  and  reflection  no  one  is  emancipated. 
An  unburnt  jar  bursts  at  last. 

They  live  (really),  by  whom  the  living  (Lord)  is  muttered. 
He  has  become  manifest '  and  is  not  hidden,  (says)  Xanak. 

XXII. 

Slot 

Reflect  in  (thy)  mind  on  the  lotus-foot !  the  overturned  lotus  (of  thy  heart)  is  (then)  opening. 
Govind  himself  becomes  manifest  by  the  instruction  of  the  saints,  (says)  Xanak. 

Pauri. 
Caca  (C.).  (I  have)  clung  to  the  lotus-foot  of  the  Guru. 
Blessed,  blessed  is  that  day,  auspicious  (this)  event ! 

(I)  came,  having  wandered  about  in  the  four  quarters  and  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  globe). 
When  mercy  was  bestowed  (on  me),  then  (his)  sight  was  obtained. 
Light  habits  and  earnest  reflections 2  were  done  away  and  all  duality. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  (my)  mind  became  pure. 
Anxiety  he  forgets  by  the  sight  of  the  One, 
On  whose  eyes  the  collyrium  of  divine  knowledge  (is  put),  (says)  Xanak. 

XXIII. 

Slok. 

The  breast  (becomes)  cool,  the  mind  comforted,  by  singing  with  fondness  the  excellences  of  Govind. 
0  Lord,  bestow  such  a  mercy  (on  me),  Xanak  is  (thy)  slave  of  slaves. 

Pauri. 
Chacha  (Ch.).  (We  are)  thy  lads  and  slaves. 
(We  are)  the  water-carriers  of  the  slave  of  slaves. 
Chacha  (Ch.).  (I)  am  the  dust  of  thy  saints. 
0  Lord,  bestow  on  me  thy  own  mercy ! 
Having  given  up  cunning  and  much  dexterity, 
The  saints  were  firmly  fixed  in  (my)  mind. 
(That)  figure  of  ashes  3  obtains  salvation, 
To  whom  the  saints  are  assistants,  (says)  Xanak. 

XXIV. 

Stole. 

(On  account  of  their)  power  and  tyranny  they  are  much  puffed  up,  (but)  in  their  unsolid  body  is  disease. 
On  account  of  their  conceit  they  have  fallen  into  bonds;  release  (=  emancipation)  (is  obtained  by) 
the  name. 

1  l&YZ  WE>  the  Plural  apparently  referring  to  the  Lord. 

2  xild  signifies  here,  in  contradistinction  to  ftJxJTcJ,  light  habits  or  manners. 

3  Sid  oTT  V335T,  a  figure  of  ashes  =  man,  made  of  dust. 
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Pauri. 

V  V 

Jaja  (J.).    (When)  he  thinks,  "  I  am  something  :  " 

He  is  caught,  like  a  parrot  by  erroi^is  caught)  on  a  reed  besmeared  with  bird-lime.1 

When  he  thinks,  "  I  am  a  devotee  and  possessed  of  divine  knowledge  :  " 

Further  on  (=  in  the  other  world)  he  is  not  a  bit  minded  by  the  Lord. 

When  he  thinks,  "  I  am  reciting  a  story  (in  praise  of  some  god) :  " 

He  is  wandering  about  on  the  earth  like  a  trader. 

By  whom  his  own  self  is  destroyed  in  the  society  of  the  pious : 

With  him  Murari  falls  in,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXV. 

Slok. 

Eising  at  dawn  of  day  mutter  the  name,  adore  it  night  and  day  ! 
Grief  will  not  enter  thee,  trouble  is  cleared  away,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 
Jhajha  (Jh.).  Thy  grief  is  effaced 
By  occupying  thyself  with  the  name  of  Ram. 
Grieving  and  grieving  the  Sakat  dies, 
In  whose  heart  there  is  another  love. 
Thy  sins  and  vices  drop  from  thy  mind, 
(If)  thou  hearest  the  nectar-tale  in  the  society  of  the  saints. 
Lust  and  wrath,  the  vile  ones,  drop  off  (from  him), 
On  whom  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXVI. 

Slok. 

Make  efforts  in  many  ways,  thou  wilt  not  be  allowed  to  remain,  0  friend  ! 

(Whilst)  thou  remainest  living,  adore  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  with  love,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 

Nana  (N.).  Know  for  sure  and  certain,  that  this  causality  '*  perishes. 

(Though)  I  make  calculation,  I  cannot  count  how  many  have  risen  and  gone. 

Whatever  I  see,  that  is  perishing ;  with  whom  should  fellowship  be  made  ? 

Know  this  precept  for  certain  in  (thy)  mind :  false  is  the  appearance  of  the  Maya. 

Who  knows  (this),  he  is  a  saint,  he  is  somewhat 3  removed  from  error. 

Him  he  (i.e.  Hari)  draws  out  from  the  blind  well,  to  whom  he  becomes  very  favourable. 

In  whose  hand  the  power  is,  he  is  able  to  produce  the  (primary)  causes. 

Nanak  (says) :  praise  him,  by  whom  the  conjunction4  is  made ! 

XXVII. 
Slok. 
(His)  bonds  of  regeneration  (and)  death  are  broken,  (that)  pious  man  obtains  happiness  by  service 
(to  Hari), 

1  The  AlWA^  's  a  reed  or  bamboo,  besmeared  with  bird-lime,  on  which  birds  are  caught. 

2  vJ3  (?<I)>  causality ;  the  causes,  that  act  in  this  world,  will  perish  or  cease. 

3  sftfe3  =  Sansk.  fsfifljc^,  somewhat. 

*  lfH3T>  as  '"  tne  Sankhya  philosophy :  the  incidental  conjunction  of  things. 
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(Who)  does  not  forget  from  his  mind  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences,  the  King  Govind,  (says) 
Nanak. 

Pauri. 

(T.).1  Perform  thou  service  to  the  One,  none  goes  away  (from  him)  unsuccessful. 

(If)  he  dwells  in  (thy)  mind,  body,  mouth  and  heart,  then,  whatever  thou  desirest,  that  will  take 
place. 

The  service  of  (his)  palace  is  given  to  him,  to  whom  the  pious  are  merciful. 

Then  thou  dwellest  in  the  society  of  the  pious,  when  he  himself  becomes  kind  (to  thee). 

Many  houses  have  been  examined  by  me :  without  the  name  there  is  no  happiness. 

The  messengers  of  Tama  depart  from  him  who  enters  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Again  and  again  I  sacrifice  myself  for  the  saints, 

(By  whom)  the  sins  of  any  time  are  destroyed. 

XXVIII. 

Slok. 

They  are  not  stopped  at  the  gate  (of  Hari),  to  whom  he  becomes  very  propitious. 
Whom  the  Lord  has  made  his  own,  those  people  are  blessed,  blessed,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 

Thatha  (Th.).  (That)  mind  does  not  break  down, 

Which,  having  forsaken  all  (things),  clings  to  the  One. 

By  agreeing  with  the  Maya,  (people)  die. 

No  happiness  accrues  to  them  in  any  way. 

Who  dwells  in  the  society  of  the  saints,  (to  him)  tranquillity  accrues, 

The  nectar-name  is  tasted  by  him  (in)  his  heart. 

Who  is  pleasing  to  his  own  Lord  : 

That  man's  mind  becomes  composed,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXIX. 

Slok. 

Prostration  and  adoration  many  times  (to  thee,  whose  is)  all  skill  and  power ! 
Keep  (me)  from  shaking,  0  Lord,  by  giving  (thy)  hand  (to)  Nanak ! 

Pauri. 

Badd  (p.).  This  is  not  (thy)  dwelling  j*  whose  the  dwelling  is,  know  him  ! 

Learn  the  control  of  that  dwelling  from  the  word  of  the  Guru  ! 

For  the  sake  of  this  dwelling  (man)  undergoes  (much)  labour, 

Of  which  not  an  inch  goes  with  him. 

He  has  the  right  knowledge  of  that  dwelling, 

On  whom  the  glance  of  the  all-filling  Lord  is. 

The  immovable  and  true  dwelling  is  obtained  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Nanak  (says) :  those  men  do  not  shake  (any  more). 

1  Here  no  special  letter  of  the  alphabet  is  put  down,  but  it  must  be  t,  the  6rst  word  ('ivl?5)  commencing 
with  it. 

2  The  %%\  or  dwelling  is  the  human  body. 
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XXX. 

Slok. 
They  do  not  fall,  nor  is  on  any  a  fejjjer  thrown  by  Dharm  Eae. 
Nanak  (says) :  they,  who  are  connected  with  the  pious,  are  saved  by  muttering  Hari. 

Pauri. 
Dhadha  (Dh.).  "Why  do  you  wander  about  searching?  search  should  be  made  in  this  mind. 
Who  dwells  with  thee,  0  Lord,  why  should  he  wander  from  forest  to  forest  ? 
Throw  down  the  little  heap '  in  the  society  of  the  pious !  self-conceit  is  ugly. 
Ye  will  obtain  comfort  and  dwell  in  tranquillity,  having  seen  (their)  sight  (you  will  be)  happy. 
A  little  heap  is  born,  being  born  it  dies,  as  a  foetus  in  the  womb  it  suffers  pain. 
"Who  being  immersed  in  spiritual  blindness  continues  to  cling  to  it,  comes  and  goes  in  egotism. 
(Formerly)  falling  and  falling  (we)  have  now  fallen  on  the  asylum  of  the  pious  people. 
The  nooses  of  pain  were  cut  asunder,  we  were  absorbed  (in  the  Supreme),  (says)  Nanak. 

XXXI. 

Slok. 

"Where  the  pious  are,  (there)  is  continually  adoration  and  praising  of  Govind,  (says)  Nanak. 

There  is  neither  "I"  nor  "thou;"  thou  wilt  not  escape,  do  not  come  near  (them),  0  messenger 
(of  Yama)  ! 2 

Pauri. 

Wand  (N.).  Success  is  obtained  in  battle,  if  one  overcome  himself. 

( Who)  dies  fighting  with  his  egotism,  the  duality,  he  is  a  hero.3   ■ 

"Who,  effacing  his  egotism  (=  individuality)  dies  whilst  living  (according  to)  the  instruction  of  the 
perfect  Guru : 

He  overcomes  his  mind  and  is  united  with  Hari,  he  has  the  appearance  of  heroism. 

He  does  not  consider  any  (thing)  his  own,  the  One  is  his  reliance  and  support. 

Day  and  night  he  continues  remembering  that  Lord,  the  infinite  supreme  spirit. 

He  makes  this  mind  the  dust  (of)  all,  these  works  he  practises. 

He  comprehends  the  order  (of  God)  and  obtains  always  the  happiness,  that  is  decreed  (for  him), 
(says)  Nanak. 

XXXII. 
Slok. 

Body,  mind  and  property  I  offer  up  to  him,  who  joins  that  Lord  to  me. 

Nanak  (says)  :  error  and  fear  is  cut  off  (thereby),  the  looking  out  of  Yama  ceases. 

Pauri. 

Tata,  (T.).  Make  friendship  with  him,  the  depository  (of  all)  virtues,  the  King  Govind  ! 

Thou  wilt  obtain  the  fruits,  that  are  desired  by  thy  mind,  thy  burning  will  cease. 

(His)  fear  of  the  path  of  Yama  is  effaced,  in  whose  heart  the  name  dwells. 

He  obtains  salvation,  his  understanding  becomes  bright,  in  the  palaces  (of  Hari)  he  gets  a  place. 

No  burning  whatever  will  take  place,  when  he  himself  removes  the  heat. 

Nanak  (says)  :  he  cherishes  us,  he  himself  is  father  and  mother. 

1  The  ?gd\  or  little  heap  is  here  the  body. 

2  From  the  Sikh  Granthis  I  could  not  get  any  explanation  of  this  difficult  passage. — rl  Ili^Jf'Ti literally : 
may  it  be  gone ! 

3  "3J%,  very  likely  corrupted  from  .jUj. 
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XXXIII. 

Slot 
Toiling  in  many  ways  they  have  become  tired,  (there  is)  no  satiety,  (their)  thirst  is  not  quenched. 
The  Sakats,  continually  amassing  (wealth),  have  died,  the  Maya  (did  not  go)  with  them. 

Panri. 
Thatha  (Th.).  Nothing  is  durable  ;  why  do  ye  stretch  out  your  foot  ? 
You  practise  many  tricks,  acts  of  violence  and  frauds,  the  Maya  alone  is  (your)  scheme. 
Tou  amass  money,  you  undergo  labour,  tired  you  fall  down,  0  ye  fools  ! 
(All  this)  is  of  no  use  to  your  soul  at  the  time  of  the  end. 

Tou  obtain  a  firm  standing,  (if)  you  adore  Govind,  if  you  mind  the  instruction  of  the  saints. 
Entertain  always  love  with  the  One  !  this  is  true  love. 

Every  affair  is  in  the  hands  of  the  One,  who  is  the  efficient  cause  of  the  cause  of  causes. 
To  whatever  (state  or  business)  he  applies  (them),  to  that  they  stick,  (says)  Nanak ;  the  creatures 
(are)  helpless. 

XXXIV. 

SloJc. 
(By  his)  slaves  the  One  is  looked  at  who  is  giving  everything. 
They  continually  remember  him  at  every  breath,  (his)  sight  is  (their)  support,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paurl. 
Paid  (D.).  There  is  (only)  one  donor,  who  is  giving  to  all. 

By  giving  he  never  experiences  any  deficiency,  innumerable  store-rooms  (of  his)  are  filled. 
The  donor  is  living  eternally. 
Why,  0  foolish  heart,  is  he  forgotten  (by  thee)  ? 
It  is  not  any  one's  fault,  0  friend  ! 

The  fetter  of  the  illusion  of  the  Maya,  is  made  by  the  Lord. 
Whose  pain  he  himself  removes  : 
Those  disciples  are  satiated,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXXV. 

Slot 
Hold  and  support,  0  soul,  is  the  One  ;  give  thou  up  other  hope ! 
If  the  name  be  meditated  upon,  (says)  Nanak,  thy  affair  will  be  right. 

Paurl. 
Bhadha  (Dh.).  Kunning  activity  is  then  stopped,  if  (one)  take  up  his  abode  with  the  saints. 
When  he  himself  in  person  bestows  mercy,  then  light  is  made  in  the  heart. 
(This)  is  true  wealth,  those  are  true  great  merchants : 
(Who)  have  the  capital  of  Hari  and  faith  in  the  name. 
Composure,  glory  and  lustre  are  given  to  him, 
Who  hears  the  name  of  Hari  with  his  ears. 
In  whose  heart  he  {i.e.  Hari)  is  contained  : 
That  disciple  obtains  greatness,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXXVI. 
Slot 
Nanak  (says) :  (By  whom)  the  name,  the  name  is  muttered,  he  has  pleasure  inside  and  outside. 
By  the  perfect  Guru  the  instruction  is  given,  (that  there  is)  no  hell  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 
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Pauri. 
Nana  (N).  Those  do  not  fall  into  hell, 
In  whose  heart  and  body  the  name  ^jrells. 
The  disciples,  who  are  muttering  the  name,  the  hidden  treasure, 
Are  not  consumed  in  the  Maya,  the  baneful  thing. 
No  refusal  (at  the  gate  of  Hari)  is  made  to  him, 
To  whom  the  mantra  of  the  name  is  given  by  the  Guru. 
The  depositories  and  treasuries  of  Hari  are  filled  with  nectar. 
There  sound  the  musical  instruments  without  being  beaten,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXXVII. 

•     Slot 

(Thy)  honour  is  preserved  by  the  Guru,  the  supreme  Brahm ;  'give  up  worldly  engagements  and 
illusion,  the  disease ! 

Nanak  (says)  :  he  should  be  adored,  who  has  no  ead  nor  limit. 

Pauri. 

Papa  (P.).  No  estimate  nor  limit  (of  him)  is  obtained. 

Hari,  the  king,  the  purifier  of  the  sinners,  is  unattainable. 

He  becomes  cleansed  from  cores  of  sins, 

"Who  is  muttering  the  nectar-name  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Deceit,  mischievousness,  spiritual  blindness  is  blotted  out  (in  him), 

"Whom  the  Lord  himself  protects. 

He  is  king  with  an  umbrella  over  his  head. 

There  is  no  other,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXXVIII. 

sm. 

The  nooses  (of  Tama)  are  cut,  transmigrations  are  effaced,  victory  is  obtained  by  overcoming  the  mind. 
Nanak  (says)  :  from  the  Guru  a  firm  standing  is  obtained,  wandering  about  (in  transmigration)  is 
for  ever  done  away. 

Pauri. 

Phapha  (Ph.).  "Wandering  and  wandering  about  thou  hast  come  (into  this  world). 
Thou  hast  obtained  in  the  Kali-yug  a  (human)  body,  which  is  hard  to  get. 
Again  this  opportunity  does  not  come  to  hand. 
Mutter  the  name,  then  the  noose  (of  Yama)  is  cut  off. 
There  will  not  be  coming  and  going  again  and  again. 
Mutter  alone  the  One,  that  is  (true)  muttering-. 
0  Lord  creator,  bestow  mercy  (on  me) ! 
Unite  the  helpless  Nanak  (with  thee) ! 

XXXIX. 

Slot 

Hear  (my)  supplication,  0  supreme  Brahm,  0  Gopal,  who  art  merciful  to  the  poor ! 
Happiness,  prosperity  and  much  enjoyment  of  pleasures  (accrue  to  him,  who  is)  the  dust  of  the 
pious,  (says)  Nanak. 
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Pauri. 

Bala  (B.).  Who  know  Brahm,  they  are  Brahmans. 

They  are  Vaishnavas,  who  are  disciples  (and)  of  pure  practices. 

He  is  a  hero,  who  clears  away  his  own  ill  conduct. 

Him  harm  will  not  approach. 

He  is  bound  by  the  fetter  of  his  own  egotism, 

(And  yet)  the  blind  one  blames  his  former  deeds.1 

All  talk  and  cunning  is  stopped. 

Whom  he  (=  Hari)  lets  know  it,  he  knows  it,  (says)  iNanak. 

XL. 

Slok. 

(Their)  fear  he  is  breaking,  (their)  sins  and  pain  he  i3  destroying,  who  adore  Hari  in  (their)  mind. 
Whose  heart  dwells  with  the  saints,  they  do  not  err,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 
Clear  away  thy  own  error  ! 
This  whole  world  is  (but)  a  dream. 
In  error  are  the  Suras,  the  Devis  and  Devas. 
In  error  are  the  Siddhs,  the  ascetics  and  the  Brahmas. 
By  error  the  men  are  deceived. 
This  Maya  is  hard  to  cross  and  very  difficult. 
By  whom  his  error,  fear  and  illusion  are  cleared  away  : 
That  disciple  obtains  the  highest  happiness,  (says)  Nanak. 

XLI. 

Slok. 
(On  account  of)  the  Maya  the  mind  staggers,  it  clings  to  her  in  many  ways. 
Whom  thou  keepest  from  asking  (for  her),  he  delights  in  the  name,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 
Mama  (M.).  Who  is  asking,  is  foolish. 
The  donor  continues  giving,  he  is  very  wise. 
What  is  given,  that  (is  given)  once. 

0  foolish  heart,  why  art  thou  crying  out  ? 
When  thou  askest,  thou  askest  for  other  (things), 
From  which  happiness  has  not  accrued  to  any  one. 
If  thou  ask  for  anything,  then  ask  for  the  One, 
By  whom  thou  wilt  cross  over,2  (says)  Nanak. 

XLII. 

Slok. 

(Their)  wisdom  is  perfect,  those  are  foremost,  in  whose  heart  the  mantra  of  the  perfect  Guru  is. 
Who  have  known  their  own  Lord,  those  are  happy,  (says)  Nanak. 

1  *H|J|d  af%,  literally  :  what  was  formerly  (done  by  him,  in  a  former  birth).     Another  MS.  (No.  2484) 
reads  :  WPJ  '$%>  he  blames  himself,  which  seems  to  be  a  mistake. 

2  V^fvl  V3TJT;  VTR  is  here  only  a  corruption  for  vrfH.  over,  to  the  other  side,  to  make  up  the 
rhyme. 
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Paurl. 
Mama  (M.).  By  whom  the  secret  is  known  : 
He,  meeting  with  the  pious,  believes  (in  it), 
Pain  and  happiness  are  considered  by  him  as  the  same. 
He  is  an  Avatar-like  man l  free  from  hell  and  heaven. 
"With  him,  with  him  the  undefined  one 

Is  the  eminent  divine  male,  that  is  omnipresent  in  everybody. 
(He  lives)  in  enjoyment,  he  obtains  happiness, 
(Who)  is  not  denied  by  that  Maya,  (says)  Nanak. 

XLIII. 

Slot 

•0  friend,  without  the  beloved  Hari  there  is  no  emancipation. 
Nanak  (says) :  his  bonds  are  cut  asunder,  who  falls  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

Paurl. 

Yaya  (Y.).  (Though)  one  be  making  efforts  in  many  ways, 

"When  is  he  accomplished  (  =  saved)  without  the  One  name  ? 

He,  by  making  efforts,  gains  emancipation, 

(Whose)  efforts  (are  made  for)  that  society  of  the  pious.3 

This  appearance  every  one  assumes. 

(But)  without  muttering  it  {i.e.  the  name)  salvation  is  not  effected. 

He  is  crossing  (himself)  and  able  to  make  (others)  cross, 

"Whom  the  king,  who  is  void  of  the  (three)  qualities,  protects. 

"Whom  he  himself  instructs  in  heart,  word  and  deed : 

His  wisdom  becomes  manifest,  (says)  Nanak. 

XLIV. 

Slot 

Do  not  be  angry  with  any  one,  reflect  on  thy  own  self ! 

Kemain  humble  in  the  world !  by  his  favourable  look  (thou  wilt  get)  across. 

Paurl. 

Bard  (B.).  Becoming  the  dust  of  every  place, 

Thy  remaining  account  is  settled,  having  given  up  thy  individuality. 

In  battle  (and)  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari)  thou  wilt  then  be  successful,  0  brother, 

"When  thou  meditatest  devoutly  on  the  name  of  Bam,  0  disciple ! 

Losing  their  power,  losing  their  power  the  passions  subside, 

By  the  exceedingly  great  word  of  the  perfect  Guru. 

They  are  steeped  in  love  and  intoxicated  by  the  juice  of  the  name, 

To  whom  Hari  the  Guru  has  given  (this)  gift,  (says)  Nanak. 

1  1T©3T3>  an  Avatar  =  a  pious  man. 

2  The  sense  is :  who  makes  efforts  to  obtain  that  society  of  the  pious.     The  passage  is  very  obscure  and 
perplexing. 
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XLV. 

Slot 

Covetousness  is  falsehood  ( =  unreality),  worldly  objects  disease ;  in  this  (human)  body  is  (their) 
dwelling. 

The  disciple  drinks  the  nectar  of  Hari,  Hari  and  dwells  in  comfort,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paur'i. 

Laid,  (L.).  To  whom  he  (Hari)  applies  medicine  : 

His  pain  and  ache  are  cleared  away  in  a  moment. 

In  whose  heart  the  medicine  of  the  name  works  beneficially : 

Him  no  sickness  befalls  (even)  in  a  dream. 

Hari  is  the  medicine  for  everybody,  0  brother  ! 

(But)  without  the  perfect  Guru  the  (right)  proceeding  is  not  made. 

When  by  the  perfect  Guru  the  restriction  (of  the  passions)  is  made  : 

Then  no  pain  is  coming  on  again,  (says)  Nanak. 

XLVI. 

Slok. 
Vasudev  is  in  all,  he  is  not  deficient  in  any  place. 
Inside  and  outside  he  is  with  (every  one),  why  should  one  conceal  himself?  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 
Vavti  (V.).  Enmity  should  not  be  made  with  any  one  ! 
Within  everybody  Brahm  is  contained. 
Vasudev  sports  in  water  and  on  land. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  is  known  l  by  some  rare  one. 
Enmity  and  hostility  are  effaced  from  the  mind  of  those  disciples, 
Who  are  hearing  the  praise  of  Hari. 
From  caste  and  mark,  from  all  are  those  disciples  free, 
Who  say :  Hari,  Hari !  (says)  Nanak. 

XLVII. 

Slok. 

Saying:  "I,  I"  (their  life)  is  passed,  the  Sakats  are  foolish  and  ignorant. 
In  palpitation  they  die  like  thirsty  ones,  they  earn  their  works,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paurl. 

Para  (B.).  (His)  contention  is  stopped  in  the  society  of  the  pious, 

(Who  practises)  religious  works  (and)  adores  the  true  name. 

In  whose  heart  the  beautiful 2  (  =  Hari)  dwells  : 

His  (inward)  contention  is  extinguished  and  destroyed. 

The  ignorant  Sakat  is  making  contention, 

In  whose  heart  is  the  disease  of  self-apprehension.3 

The  (inward)  contention  of  the  disciple  is  effaced. 

In  a  moment,  (says)  Nanak,  he  comprehends  (the  truth). 

1  J|f^*WT=  Sansk.  3Jcf,  known. 

2  dSI  (Hindi  ^4j)  signifies:  beautiful;  an  epithet  of  Hari. 

3  JHTJ^pT)  apprehension  of  self  as  distinct  from  the  Supreme.     This  is  called  a  (\jW  I?  or  disease. 
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XLVIII. 

Slak. 

0  mind,  seize  the  protection  of  the<pious,  give  up  contrivances  and  cunning! 

In  whose  mind  dwells  complete  devotion  to  the  Guru,  on  (his)  forehead  a  (good)  destiny  (is  written). 

Pauri. 

Sasa  (S.).-  Being  worn  out  (we)  have  now  fallen  on  (thy)  asylum. 

The  Shastras,  the  Smriti,  the  Vedas  declare  it  loudly  : 

— Searching  and  searching  sift  thou  (also)  (this)  thought ! — 

"  Without  adoring  Hari  there  is  no  emancipation." 

At  every  breath  we  are  erring. 

Thou  art  powerful,  incalculable  and  boundless. 

0  merciful  one,  keep  (the  honour)  of  him,  who  has  fallen  on  (thy)  asylum  ! 
We  are  (thy)  children,  0  Gopal,  (says)  Nanak. 

XLIX. 

Sloh. 

When  egotism  is  extinct,  then  happiness  is  obtained,  mind  and  body  become  free  from  disease. 
Nanak  (says) :  he  comes  into  sight,  who  is  worthy  to  be  praised. 

Pauri. 
Khakha  (Kh.).  Standing  praise  him, 

Who,  in  a  moment  makes  brimful  that,  which  is  not  quite  full. 
(If)  a  man  is  becoming  quite  humble, 

He,  being  freed  from  the  bonds  of  matter,  mutters  daily  the  Lord. 
(If)  it  pleases  the  Lord,  he  gives  him  happiness. 
The  supreme  Brahm  is  so  unmeasurable, 
Innumerable  sins  he  is  pardoning  in  a  moment. 
Nanak  (says) :  the  Lord  is  always  merciful. 

L. 

Stoh. 

1  speak  truth,  hear,  0  my  mind,  fall  on  the  asylum  of  Hari  the  king  ! 
Give  up  all  contrivance  and  cunning,  (says)  Nanak,  he  will  absorb  (thee). 

Pauri. 

Sasa  (S.).  0  foolish  one,  give  up  cunning! 

By  skill  and  command  (of  men)  the  Lord  is  not  swayed. 

Thou  practisest  a  thousand  kinds  of  cunning, 

But  not  one  will  go  with  thee. 

Mutter  him,  him  day  and  night, 

0  soul,  who  will  go  with  thee. 

Whom  he  himself  applies  to  the  service  of  the  pious : 

Him  no  pain  enters,  (says)  Nanak. 

LI. 

Sloh. 
Hari,  Hari  should  be  uttered  with  the  mouth,  by  his  indwelling  in  the  mind  happiness  is  obtained. 
Nanak  (says) :  in  all  he  is  contained,  in  every  place  is  he. 
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Paurl. 

Behold,  in  the  bodies  of  all  the  Lord  is  fully  present. 

Continually  (men)  go  and  return,  the  breaker  of  (this)  pain  (of  transmigration)  is  the  knowledge 
(imparted  by)  the  Guru. 

(Who)  is  freed  from  his  own  self,  to  him  happiness  accrues;  (in  whom)  is  (no  more)  his  own  self,  in 
him  is  he  himself. 

The  pain  of  regeneration  and  death  is  cut  off  by  the  power  of  the  society  of  the  saints. 

The  merciful  one  makes  firm  the  name  out  of  benevolence  (to  them). 

To  the  saints  he  is  kind. 

By  none  other  anything  is  done. 

All  is  done  by  the  Lord,  (says)  Nanak. 

LII. 

Slot 

One  never  gets  free  from  the  account,1  every  moment  (we  are)  erring. 
(But)  the  forgiver  is  forgiving,  (says)  Nanak,  and  brings  across. 

Paurl. 

(Man)  is  untrue  to  his  salt,  sinful,  estranged  (from  God),  of  little  understanding. 

(By  whom)  soul,  body  and  comforts  are  given,  him  he  does  not  consider  as  true. 

For  the  sake  of  profit  and  the  Maya  he  goes  about  searching  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  globe). 

The  Lord,  the  liberal  donor,  he  does  not  let  dwell  in  his  mind  for  a  moment. 

By  covetousness,  the  false  passion,  he  is  deluded,  wealth  is  in  his  mind. 

With  lechers,  thieves,  great  revilers  he  spends  his  time.    , 

If  it  pleases  thee,  then  thou  pardonest  the  bad  ones  with  the  good. 

Nanak  (says) :  if  it  pleases  the  supreme  Brahm,  a  stone  (even)  swims  on  the  water. 


LIII. 

Slok. 

They  eat,  drink,  sport  and  laugh,  (but)  must  wander  about  in  many  births. 
Draw  (me)  out  from  the  water  of  existence,  0  Lord  !  Nanak  relies  on  thee. 

Paurl. 

Sporting  continually  they  come,  (but)  incur  pain  in  many  wombs. 

By  meeting  with  the  pious  (their)  pain  is  effaced,  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  true  Guru  they  are 
absorbed  (in  the  Supreme). 

(By  whom)  meek  endurance  is  laid  hold  of,  the  True  one  is  acquired  and  the  nectar-name  drunk  : 

(To  them)  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  insured,  joy,  happiness  and  rest. 

(Their)  trading-trip  is  successfully  accomplished,  (they  gain)  much  profit,  with  honour  they 
come  home. 

True  consolation  is  given  by  the  Guru ;  having  come  they  are  united  with  the  Lord. 

He  himself  is  doing  his  own  work,  he  himself  is  before  and  after. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  should  be  praised,  who  is  continually  contained  in  everybody. 

The  sense  is  :  we  have  always  to  account  for  trespasses. 
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LIV. 

Sloh. 
(We)  have  come  to  the  asylum  of  the  Lord,  the  depository  of  mercy,  the  kind  one. 
In  whose  mind  the  one  word  "Hari"  dwells,  he  becomes  happy. 

Paurl. 
In  (=  by)  a  word  the  three  worlds  are  upheld  by  the  Lord. 
Uttering  words  the  Vedas  are  reflected  upon. 
The  Shastras,  Smriti  and  Puranas  (are)  words. 
Sounds,  recitals  (of  holy  stories),  praises  (are)  words. 
Emancipation,  devotion,  fear,  error  (are)  words. 
The  performance  of  actions  and  pure  rites  (are)  words. 
As  much  as  there  is  seen,  (so  many)  words  (there  are). 
But  the  supreme  Brahm  is  not  couched  (in  words),  says  Nanak. 

LV. 

SM. 
In  (thy)  hand  is  a  pen,  recondite  (is)  (thy)  writing  on  the  forehead. 
Every  one  is  taken  up  with  (thy)  incomparable,  beautiful  (writing). 
Thy  praise  cannot  be  told  with  the  mouth. 
I,  having  seen  (thy)  sight,  am  a  sacrifice  (to  thee),  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 

0  eternal,  imperishable  supreme  Brahm,  destroyer  of  sins  ! 

0  omnipresent  one,  0  remover  of  pain  in  all,  0  depository  of  virtues  ! 

0  thou  who  art  with  all,  0  formless  one,  0  support  of  all  who  are  destitute  of  virtue  ! 

0  Govind,  0  abode  of  virtues,  with  whom  (there  is)  always  discrimination. 

0  boundless  Hari,  Hari,  (who)  art  and  wilt  be  ! 

0  thou,  who  art  always  with  (thy)  saints,  the  support  of  the  helpless ! 

0  Lord,  I  am  thy  slave,  I,  the  void  of  virtue,  have  no  virtue  whatever. 

May  (thy)  name  be  given  as  a  present  to  Nanak,  (that)  I  may  string  it  (like  pearls)  and  keep 

it  in  my  heart ! 

Bloh. 

The  Gurdev '  is  my  mother,  the  Gurdev  is  my  father,  the  Gurdev  is  the  Lord,  the  supreme  Lord. 

The  Gurdev  is  my  companion,  destroying  (my)  ignorance,  the  Gurdev  is  my  relative  and  full  brother. 

The  Gurdev  is  beautiful,  he  teaches  the  name  of  Hari,  the  mantra  of  the  Gurdev  is  saving. 

The  Gurdev  is  tranquillity,  the  body  of  true  wisdom,  the  Gurdev  is  the  mutual  philosopher's  stone. 

The  Gurdev  is  the  Tlrtha,  the  pond  of  nectar,  the  Gurdev  is  infinite  ablutions. 

The  Gurdev  is  the  creator,  the  remover  of  all  sins,  the  Gurdev  is  purifying  the  sinners. 

The  Gurdev  is  at  the  beginning,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Tuga  and  through  all  the  Tugas,  muttering 
the  mantra  of  the  Gurdev  Hari  I  am  saved. 

0  Gurdev,  0  Lord,  join  (me)  to  the  society  (of  the  pious),  bestow  mercy  (on  me),  I  am  foolish  and 
sinful,  clinging  to  which  (society)  I  shall  be  saved ! 

The  Gurdev,  the  true  Guru,  is  the  supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord  God,  the  Gurdev  Hari,  (says)  Mnak, 
I  worship. 

[This  Slok  is  to  be  read  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  (of  the  Bavanakhri).] 

1  The  Gurdev,  i.e.  the  (human)  Guru  is  here,  as  so  often  in  the  Granth,  completely  identified  with  the 
supreme  Lord. 
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GATJEI;    SUKHMANI;1   MAHALA.  V. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 


Slot 
"Worship  to  the  primeval  Guru  ! 2 

"Worship  to  the  Guru,  who  is  at  the  beginning  of  the  Tuga ! 
"Worship  to  the  true  Guru  ! 
"Worship  to  the  holy  Gurdev ! 

Astpadl. 
(1).  Becite  (it)  mentally,  continually  reciting  it  mentally  thou  obtainest  happiness. 
The  troubles  of  the  Kali-yug  thou  effacest  in  (thy)  body. 
Eecite  mentally  the  praise  of  the  all-supporting  one, 
Muttering  the  name  of  the  incalculable  manifold  one. 

The  Vedas,  the  Puranas  and  the  Smriti  have  pronounced  the  correct  words  : 
(That)  the  name  of  Ram  is  the  one  (true)  word. 
In  whose  heart  he  dwells  one  short  moment : 
His  greatness  cannot  be  estimated. 
(I)  desire  one  sight  of  thee. 
"With  (  =  by)  that  I  am  saved,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pause. 
In  the  Sukhman!  is  happiness,  nectar  is  the  name  of  Hari. 
In  the  mind  of  the  devotees  is  tranquillity. 

(2).  By  means  of  remembering  the  Lord  (man)  does  not  fall  into  the  womb. 
By  reason  of  remembering  the  Lord  the  pain  of  Tama  is  extinguished. 
By  remembering  the  Lord  he  avoids  death. 
By  reason  of  remembering  the  Lord  the  enemy  recedes. 
"Who  remembers  the  Lord,  him  no  harm  befalls. 
By  remembering  the  Lord  he  is  daily  on  his  guard. 
By  remembering  the  Lord  fear  does  not  enter  him. 
By  remembering  the  Lord  pain  does  not  afflict  him. 
The  remembrance  of  the  Lord  (is  made)  in  the  society  of  the  saints. 
All  treasures  (are  obtained)  (says)  Nanak,  by  attachment  to  Hari. 

(3).  By  remembering  the  Lord  prosperity  and  success  and  the  nine  treasures  (are  obtained). 
By  remembering  the  Lord  divine  knowledge,  meditation  and  the  comprehension  of  truth. 
By  remembering  the  Lord  silent  repetition,  austerity  and  worship. 
By  remembering  the  Lord  duality  is  extinguished. 
By  remembering  the  Lord  ablution  at  a  Tirtha  (is  made). 
By  remembering  the  Lord  honour  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari  is  obtained). 
By  remembering  the  Lord  one  becomes  very  virtuous. 

1  5Tfc(Tl<^',  (Sansk.  WTipEJT),  the  passage  of  the  breath  between  the  fy^|  (the  passage  on  the  right  side 
and  the  fvfjIWI  (the  passage  on  the  left  side),  leading  to  the  crown  of  the  head,  through  which  the  soul  of  the 
wise  departs  meeting  with  a  ray  of  the  sun,  which  carries  it  on  to  the  supreme  Brahm. 

2  W{Tfe  Jldli  ^*TvT>  a  mock-Sanskrit  (A\6\l  =  1^);  similarly:  3<c3  =  ^<NI*<-    Such  passages  are 
a  sure  proof  that  Arjun  did  not  understand  Sanskrit. 
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By  remembering  the  Lord  a  profitable  fruit  (is  obtained). 

Those  remember  him,  whom  he  himself  causes  to  remember  (him). 

Nanak  (says) :  to  their  feet  I  cling. 

(4).  The  remembering  of  the  Lord  is  higher  than  all. 

By  the  remembrance  of  the  Lord  many  are  rescued. 

By  the  remembrance  of  the  Lord  thirst  is  quenched. 

By  the  remembrance  of  the  Lord  everything  is  known. 

By  the  remembrance  of  the  Lord  there  is  no  fear  of  Yatna. 

By  remembering  the  Lord  (one's)  desire  is  fulfilled. 

By  remembering  the  Lord  the  filth  of  the  mind  departs. 

The  nectar-name  enters  the  heart. 

The  Lord  dwells  on  the  tongue  of  the  pious. 

Nanak  is  the  slave  of  slaves  of  his  people. 

(5).  Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  are  wealthy. 

"Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  are  honoured. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  are  acceptable  people. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  are  the  chief  men. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  do  not  stand  in  need  of  anything. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  are  the  kings  of  all. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  are  dwelling  in  comfort. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  are  always  imperishable. 

They  are  occupied  with  his  remembrance,  to  whom  he  himself  is  merciful. 

Kanak  begs  for  the  dust  of  his  people. 

(6).  Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  are  beneficent  to  others. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  for  them  I  always  sacrifice  myself. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  have  a  beautiful  countenance. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  (their  life)  is  passed  in  happiness. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  overcome  themselves. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  their  conduct  is  spotless. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  their  joys  are  many. 

Who  remember  the  Lord,  they  dwell  near  Hari. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  saints  they  are  daily  awake. 

By  reason  of  a  perfect  destiny  remembrance  (of  Hari)  (is  made). 

(7).  By  remembering  the  Lord  (their)  affairs  are  completed. 

By  remembering  the  Lord  they  never  grieve. 

By  remembering  the  Lord  they  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari.1 

By  remembering  the  Lord  they  are  naturally  absorbed. 

By  remembering  the  Lord  (they  get)  an  immovable  seat. 

By  remembering  the  Lord  (their)  lotus  is  opening. 

By  remembering  the  Lord  a  jingling  sound,  not  produced  by  beating,  (is  heard). 

The  remembrance  of  the  Lord,  who  has  no  limit  nor  bound,  is  happiness. 

Those  people  remember  him,  on  whom  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is. 

!Nanak  has  fallen  on  the  protection  of  those  people. 

(8).  Bemembering  Hari  the  devotees  were  made  manifest. 

By  sticking  to  the  remembrance  of  Hari  the  Vedas  were  produced. 

By  remembering  Hari  the  Siddhs,  ascetics  and  donors  were  made. 

1  UtH  3T75  TTTTft  supply :  S^§  ffo. 
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By  remembering  Hari  the  low  ones  become  known  in  the  four  corners  (of  the  earth). 

By  remembering  Hari  the  whole  earth  is  supported, 

Remembering  continually  Hari,  the  cause  of  causes. 

By  remembering  Hari  all  the  forms  are  made. 

In  the  remembrance  of  Hari  is  the  formless  one  himself. 

Whom  he  himself  instructs  out  of  mercy  : 

That  disciple  obtains  the  remembrance  of  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

II. 

Slok. 
0  thou  remover  of  the  pain  and  trouble  of  the  poor,  Lord  of  the  friendless  in  the  whole  universe ! 
(I)  have  come  to  thy  protection,  0  Lord  of  Nanak,  (I  am)  with  (thee) ! 

Astpadi. 

(1).  Where  no  mother,  father,  son,  friend  nor  brother  (will  be  with  thee) : 

There,  0  soul,  the  name  (will  be)  a  companion  to  thee ! 

Where  the  very  terrible  messengers  of  Tama  grind  down  (people) : 

There  the  name  only  will  go  with  thee. 

Where  a  very  great  difficulty  sets  in  : 

There  the  name  of  Hari  is  rescuing  in  a  moment. 

Though  one  make  many  repeated  practices,  he  does  not  cross. 

The  name  of  Hari  clears  away  crores  of  sins. 

0  my  mind,  becoming  a  disciple  mutter  the  name  ! 
Thou  wilt  obtain  many  comforts,  (says)  Nanak. 

(2).  Though  (one)  be  the  king  of  the  whole  creation,  he  is  distressed. 

He,  who  is  muttering  the  name  of  Hari,  is  happy. 

Lakhs  and  crores  of  relatives  are  far  off  (at  the  point  of  death).1 

He,  who  is  muttering  the  name  of  Hari,  is  saved. 

Many  pleasures  of  the  Maya,  do  not  quench  the  thirst. 

He,  who  is  muttering  the  name  of  Hari,  is  satiated. 

Where  this  one  is  going  alone  : 

On  that  way  the  delightful  name  of  Hari  is  with  him. 

Such  a  name,  0  heart,  should  always  be  meditated  upon  ! 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  disciple  obtains  final  emancipation. 

(3).  One  is  not  set  free  by  crores  and  lakhs  of  arms. 

Who  is  muttering  the  name,  him  it  brings  across  (the  waters  of  existence). 

When  many  obstacles  occur  and  kill  (man) : 

At  that  time  the  name  of  Hari  saves. 

Who  is  born  in  many  wombs  and  dies  (again) : " 

He  muttering  the  name  finds  rest. 

(If  one  be)  filthy  with  egotism  and  never  wash  off  his  dirt : 

The  name  of  Hari  clears  away  crores  of  sins. 

Mutter  with  pleasure  Buch  a  name,  0  my  mind  ! 

It  is  obtained,  (says)  Nanak,  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

1  The  words  must  be  divided  thus :  35Ttf  Wdd\  vfMA  Vth    V^  =  M^  a*  a  distance,  far  off;  they  keep 
at  a  distance,  do  not  go  with. 

2  *rfH  tTW>  a  senseless  alliteration  instead  of  1{fd  tTJ%. 
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(4).  The  Kos  of  which  way  cannot  be  counted  : 

On  that  the  name  of  Hari  is  a  viaticum  with  (thee). 

On  which  road  there  is  very  deep  darkness : 

(On  that)  the  name  of  Hari  is  light  with  (thee). 

On  which  road  thou  hast  no  acquaintance  : 

The  name  of  Hari  is  there  a  friend  with, thee. 

Where  there  is  a  very  terrible  heat  and  much  perspiration  : 

There  the  shade  of  the  name  of  Hari  (is)  upon  thee. 

"Where  thirst,  0  mind,  oppresses  thee  : 

There  Hari,  Hari  rains  nectar. 

(5).  The  occupation  of  the  devotees  is  the  name. 

In  the  mind  of  the  saints  is  tranquillity. 

The  name  of  Hari  is  the  shelter  of  his  slave. 

By  the  name  of  Hari  crores  of  people  are  saved. 

The  saints  are  praising  Hari  day  and  night. 

The  medicine  of  Hari,  Hari  the  pious  are  desiring. 

The  name  of  Hari  is  the  treasure  of  the  people  of  Hari. 

By  the  supreme  Brahm  it  is  made  a  present  to  his  people. 

In  mind  and  body  they  are  invariably  delighted. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  delight  of  (his)  people  is  in  discrimination.1 

(6).  The  name  of  Hari  is  to  his  people  the  means  of  salvation. 

In  the  name  of  Hari  his  people  have  satiety  and  enjoyment. 

The  name  of  Hari  is  the  beauty  and  splendour  of  his  people. 

Muttering  the  name  of  Hari  no  discomfiture  befalls  them. 

The  name  of  Hari  is  the  greatness  of  his  people. 

By  the  name  of  Hari  his  people  obtain  lustre. 

The  name  of  Hari  is  to  his  people  the  means  of  enjoyment. 

Muttering  the  name  of  Hari  there  is  no  (more)  separation. 

The  people,  who  are  attached  to  the  service  of  the  name  of  Hari, 

"Worship  Hari,  Hari,  the  God,  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  Hari  is  the  wealth  and  treasure  of  the  people  of  Hari. 

The  Lord  himself  gives  the  wealth  of  Hari  to  his  people. 

Hari  is  the  powerful  shelter  of  the  people  of  Hari. 

Besides  the  majesty  of  Hari  his  people  know  nothing  else. 

His  people  are  thoroughly  steeped  in  the  juice  of  Hari. 

By  deep  meditation  they  are  of  lost  sensation,2  by  the  juice  of  Hari  they  are  intoxicated. 

The  eight  watches  the  people  of  Hari  mutter  Hari. 

The  devotee  of  Hari  is  manifest  and  not  concealed. 

Devotion  to  Hari  renders  many  emancipated. 

Nanak  (says)  :  in  the  company  of  his  people  how  many  have  crossed  ! 

(8).  This  name  of  Hari  is  the  Parijata-tree  (of  Paradise). 

The  Xamadhenu  is  the  singing  of  the  excellences  of  Hari,  Hari. 

Higher  than  all  is  the  story  about  Hari. 

1  fyyW  (f^Nl)>  i"  the  Vedanta  system :    separation  or  discrimination  of  the  universal  spirit  from  the 
visible  world,  reality  from  illusion. 

3  jfe  =  Sansk.  yfttf ,  here  in  the  sense  of  "benumbed,"  of  lost  sensation  of  self-existence. 
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Who  is  hearing  his  name,  his  pain  and  ache  pass  away. 

The  greatness  of  the  name  dwells  in  the  heart  of  the  saints. 

By  the  power  of  the  saints  all  sins  are  extinguished. 

The  company  of  the  saints  is  ohtained  by  a  very  fortunate  one. 

By  means  of  serving  the  saints  the  name  is  meditated  upon. 

Nothing  else  is  equal  to  the  name. 

Nanak  (says) :  some  (rare)  man,  being  attached  to  the  Guru,  obtains  the  name. 

III. 

8M. 
Many  Shastras,  many  Smritis  were  inspected  (by  me),  searching  through  all  (of  them). 
(But)  they  do  not  come  up  to  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  the  name  is  invaluable,  (says)  Nanak. 

Astpadi. 

(1).  (If)  one  practise  all  silent  recitations,  austerities,  knowledge  and  meditation. 

(If  one)  explain  the  six  (philosophical)  Shastras  and  the  Smritis. 

(If  one  practise)  the  exercise  of  the  Yoga,  religious  works  and  rites. 

(If)  forsaking  all  one  wander  about  in  the  forest. 

(If  one)  make  efforts  of  many  kinds. 

(If  one  do)  meritorious  deeds,  (make)  burnt-offerings  (and  give)  many  jewels  as  alms. 

(If  one)  cut  his  body  into  small  pieces  and  burn  it  with  fire. 

(If)  one  practise  fasts  and  vows  of  many  kinds. 

Do  not  consider  it  equal  to  the  name  of  Bam, 

If  for  one  time  (only)  the  name  be  muttered  by  the  disciple,  (says)  Nanak. 

(2).  (Though)  one  wander  about  in  the  nine  regions  of  the  earth  and  live  long. 

(Though)  he  become  a  great  stoic  and  austere  devotee. 

(Though)  he  throw  his  life  as  a  burnt-offering  into  fire. 

(Though)  he  make  alms  of  gold,  horses,  elephants  and  land. 

(Though)  he  practise  the  work  of  purification  '  and  many  ablutions. 

(Though)  he  practise  very  much  restraint  after  the  method  of  the  Jainas. 

(Though),  closing  his  eye's  he  let  his  body  be  cut  to  pieces  : 

Yet  the  filth  of  selfishness  does  not  go  off. 

Nothing  is  equal  to  the  name  of  Hari. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  disciple,  muttering  the  name,  obtains  salvation. 

(3).  The  lust  of  the  mind  does  not  leave  the  body  at  a  Tirtha. 

Pride  and  conceit  do  not  recede  (there)  from  the  heart. 

(Though)  one  make  purifications  day  and  night : 

The  filth  of  the  mind  does  not  leave  the  body. 

(Though)  one  constrain  much  this  (human)  spirit : 

"Worldliness  never  departs  from  the  mind. 

(Though)  he  wash  it  with  water,  (there  is)  much  immorality  in  the  body. 

How  should  a  raw  wall 2  become  pure  ? 

The  heart,  (in  which  is)  the  greatness  of  the  name  of  Hari,  is  exalted. 

By  the  name  very  many  sinners  are  saved,  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  (In  spite  of)  much  cunning  the  fear  of  Yama  enters  (man). 

Though  making  many  efforts,  (his)  thirst  is  not  quenched. 

1  About  the  (a(3*6|  ST3*T  see  p.  136,  note  7.  2  5TO^  alGj,  a  raw  wall,  built  of  unburnt  bricks. 
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By  many  (faqlr's)-garbs  the  (inward)  fire  is  not  extinguished. 

By  crores  of  shifts  he  does  not  become  acceptable  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

He  is  not  emancipated  (and  goes)  upwards  and  downwards. 

By  reason  of  his  spiritual  blindness  he  enters  the  net  of  the  Maya. 

On  all  other  actions  (falls)  the  punishment  of  Yama. 

"Without  adoring  Govind  (he  does  not  obtain)  a  bit  of  honour. 

Who  is  muttering  the  name  of  Hari,  his  pain  departs  with  natural  ease,  says  Mnak. 

(5).  If  one  desires  the  four  objects  (of  human  life) : 

He  should  stick  to  the  service  of  the  pious  people. 

If  one  will  remove  his  own  pain  : 

He  should  always  sing  the  name  of  Hari  in  his  heart. 

If  one  desires  his  own  lustre  : 

He  should  give  up  his  egotism  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

If  one  dreads  regeneration  and  death : 

He  should  fall  on  the  asylum  of  the  pious  people. 

"Who  has  a  thirst  for  the  sight  of  the  Lord : 

To  him  Nanak  will  sacrifice  himself. 

(6).  He  is  the  first  man  among  all  men, 

Whose  egotism  is  eradicated  in  the  society  of  the  saints. 

"Who  considers  himself  low  : 

He  is  accounted  higher  than  all. 

"Whose  mind  becomes  the  dust  of  all : 

He,  lessening  and  lessening,  knows  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 

By  whom  his  wicked  mind  is  eradicated  from  himself : 

He  looks  on  the  whole  creation  as  a  friend. 

Who  regards  pleasure  and  pain  as  the  same  : 

He  has  nothing  to  do  with  sinful  (or)  meritorious  actions,  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  To  the  poor  thy  name  is  wealth. 

To  the  homeless  thy  name  is  a  home. 

To  the  honourless  thou,  0  Lord,  art  honour. 

To  all  bodies  thou  givest  presents. 

Thou,  0  Lord,  art  the  cause  of  causes. 

Thou  art  the  inward  governor  of  all  bodies. 

Thy  secret  thought  thou  thyself  knowest. 

Thou,  0  Lord,  art  thyself  enamoured  with  thyself. 

Thy  praise  is  made  by  thyself. 

Nanak  (says) :  no  other  knows  (thee). 

(8).  Among  all  religious  practices  (this  is)  the  best  practice. 

Muttering  the  name  of  Hari  is  a  spotless  work. 

Among  all  religious  rites  (this  is)  the  highest  rite, 

(If)  in  the  society  of  the  pious  the  filth  of  folly  is  removed. 

Among  all  efforts  (this  is)  the  best  effort, 

(If  one)  always  mutter  in  his  heart  the  name  of  Hari. 

Among  all  words  (these  are)  words  of  nectar, 

(If)  one  hear  and  praise  with  his  tongue  the  glory  of  Hari. 

This  is  the  highest  place  of  all, 

In  which  body  the  name  of  Hari  dwells. 
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IV. 

Slot 

0  virtueless  and  ignorant  one,  remember  always  that  Lord  ! 

By  whom  thou  art  made,  him  keep  in  thy  thought,  he  will  go  on  with  thee,  (says)  Nanak. 

Astpaii. 

(1).  Reflect  on  the  excellences  of  the  sporting  (Supreme),  0  man! 

From  which  root  (is  he),  who  is  like  (him)  ?* 

By  whom  thou  art  made  and  adorned. 

By  whom  thou  art  saved  in  the  fire  of  the  womb. 

Who  gives  thee  milk  to  drink  in  the  state  of  childhood. 

(Who)  in  full  youth  (gives  thee)  enjoyment  (of)  true  happiness. 

(When)  thou  hast  become  old  above  thy  relations  and  kinsmen  : 

He  is  giving  food  into  (thy)  mouth,  that  thou  mayest  quietly  sit  down. 

This  virtueless  one  ( =  I)  does  not  comprehend  at  all  (thy)  excellences. 

Pardon  (me),  then  Nanak  is  accomplished. 

(2).  By  whose  favour  he  dwells  in  comfort  on  the  earth, 

(And)  laughs  with  son,  brother,  friend  and  wife. 

By  whose  favour  he  drinks  cold  water, 

(And  enjoys)  the  comfort-giving  wind  and  the  invaluable  fire. 

By  whose  favour  he  enjoys  all  flavours, 

(And)  all  goods  are  abiding  with  (him). 

By  whom  hands,  feet,  ears,  eyes  and  tongue  are  given  : 

Forsaking  him  he  is  attached  to  another. 

With  such  vices  the  blind  fool  is  filled. 

Nanak  (says) :  0  Lord,  draw  me  out  thyself! 

(3).  Who  is  preserving  (him)  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  : 

To  him  the  fool  shows  no  love. 

By  whose  service  he  obtains  the  nine  treasures : 

On  him  the  fool  does  not  direct  his  mind. 

The  Lord,  who  is  continually  in  (his)  presence  : 

Him  the  blind  one  considers  far  off. 

By  whose  service  he  obtains  honour  at  the  threshold  : 

Him  the  foolish,  ignorant  man  forgets. 

This  one  is  continually  going  astray. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  preserver  is  boundless. 

(4).  Throwing  away  the  jewel  he  clings  to  a  Kauri  (shell). 

Giving  up  the  True  one  he  revels  in  falsehood. 

What  is  forsaking  (man),  that  he  considers  immovable. 

What  is  (really)  being,  that  he  throws  far  away. 

What  is  forsaking  (man),  for  that  he  toils. 

What  is  accompanying  (him),  that  he  removes. 

Sandal-plaster  he  washes  off. 

The  donkey  is  in  love  with  ashes. 

1  o<<s<">  r«jL*ldlM ;  the  words  of  this  line  are  somewhat  obscure  ;  'f/^ilXY  is  very  likely  a  corruption 
from  the  Sansk.  ^S|«fl  ,  similitude. 
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0  merciful  Lord,  draw  Nanak  out, 

Who  has  fallen  into  a  hideous  blind  well ! 

(5).  In  actions  beasts,  by  birth  men. 

They  go  about  day  and  night  in  the  world. 

Outside  (is  afaqlr's)  garb,  inside  the  filth  of  the  Maya,  which  is  not  hidden,  though  they  try  to  hide  it. 

Outside  (they  show)  divine  knowledge,  meditation  and  ablutions. 

Inside  dwells  the  greediness  of  a  dog. 

Inside  (is)  a  fire,  outside  (are)  ashes  on  the  body. 

On  whose  neck  is  a  stone,  how  should  they  cross  the  bottomless  (waters)  ? 

In  whose  heart  the  Lord  himself  dwells  : 

Those  people  are  easily  absorbed  (in  him),  (says)  Nanak. 

(6).  Though  having  heard  (of  it),  how  shall  the  blind  one  find  the  road  ? 

(Who)  takes  his  hand,  he  brings  him  to  the  end  (of  his  way). 

How  shall  the  deaf  one  understand  a  riddle  ? 

If  it  is  said,  that  it  is  night,  then  he  understands  "  morning." 

How  shall  the  dumb  one  sing  the  foot  of  Vishnu  ? ' 

Though  he  make  efforts,  yet  he  spoils  the  tune. 

How  shall  the  cripple  wander  about  in  a  mountain  ? 

He  cannot  go  there. 

0  creator,  full  of  mercy  to  the  poor,  Nanak  makes  this  petition  : 

By  thy  mercy  he  crosses  (the  waters  of  existence). 

(7).  Who  is  a  companion  with  (him  to  the  end),  he  does  not  come  into  his  mind. 

Who  is  (his)  enemy,  on  him  he  bestows  love. 

He  dwells  within  a  house  of  sand. 

In  joy,  sport  and  in  the  pleasure  of  the  Maya  he  delights. 

He  considers  (her)  enduring  (and  puts)  faith  on  her  in  his  mind. 

Death  does  not  come  into  the  thought  of  the  fool. 

Enmity,  opposition,  lust,  wrath,  spiritual  blindness, 

Falsehood,  passion,  great  greediness,  fraud, 

Intent  on  these  many  births  are  passed. 

Nanak  (says)  :  preserve  (me),  bestowing  thy  own  kindness  (on  me) ! 

(8).  Thou  art  the  Lord,  to  thee  I  pray. 

Soul  and  body,  all  is  thy  property. 

Thou  art  mother  and  father,  we  are  thy  children. 

In  thy  mercy  are  many  joys. 

!No  one  knows  thy  end. 

Higher  than  high  is  the  Lord. 

All  goods  are  held  in  thy  string. 

What  is  made  by  thee,  that  is  obedient  to  thee. 

Thy  own  secret  mind  thou  thyself  knowest. 

Nanak,  thy  slave,  is  always  a  sacrifice  (to  thee). 

V. 
.  Slot 
Who,  forsaking  the  Lord,  the  giver,  clings  to  another: 
He  never  becomes  accomplished,  without  the  name  his  honour  goes. 

1  ftTT25  M^i  literally:  the  foot  of  Vishnu,  a  song  in  praise  of  Vishnu,  in  which  the  beauty  of  his  lotus- 
foot  is  set  forth.  .„ 
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Astpadl. 

(1).  These  things  thou  takest  and  puttest  them  behind  (thyself). 

On  account  of  one  thing  thou  throwest  away  thy  faith, 

If  he  do  not  give  the  one  and  also  take  away  the  ten. 

Say,  0  fool,  what  wilt  thou  do  then  ? 

From  whom  nothing,  nothing  can  be  enforced  : 

To  that  Lord  worship  should  be  paid ! 

To  whose  mind  the  Lord  has  become  sweet : 

In  his  mind  all  comforts  dwell. 

"Whom  he  makes  mind  his  own  order  : 

That  man  gets  all  things,  (says)  Nanak. 

(2).  The  wholesale-merchant  gives  his  own  innumerable  stock  (of  goods). 

Eating  and  drinking  (man)  lives  in  joy  and  pleasure. 

If  the  wholesale-merchant  takes  again  something  of  his  deposit : 

The  ignorant  (man)  is  angry  in  his  mind. 

Who  himself  throws  away  his  own  faith  : 

He  will  not  again  attain  to  faith. 

"Who  puts  the  thing  before  him,  whose  (property)  it  is, 

And  (who)  minds  the  order  of  the  Lord  with  his  head : 

(Him)  he  makes  fourfold  more  happy. 

The  Lord  is  always  merciful,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  There  is  much  devotedness  for  the  sake  of  the  Maya. 

Know,  at  last  she  will  pass  away. 

If  one  delights  in  the  shade  of  a  tree  : 

That  passes  away  and  he  repents  in  his  heart. 

Whatever  is  seen,  that  is  transitory. 

Who  clings  to  it,  is  stark  blind. 

Who  entertains  love  with  a  traveller  : 

Into  his  hands  nothing  falls. 

0  mind,  love  to  the  name  of  Hari  is  giving  comfort. 

He  himself  bestows  it  {i.e.  the  love)  out  of  mercy,  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  Vanity  is  all,  the  body,  wealth  and  family. 

Vanity  is  egotism,  selfishness  and  the  Maya. 

Vanity  is  dominion,  youth,  wealth  and  property. 

Vanity  is  lust  and  hideous  wrath. 

Vanity  are  chariots,  elephants,  horses  and  clothes. 

Vanity  delight  in  the  Maya,  seeing  whom  one  laughs. 

Vanity  is  fraud,  spiritual  blindness  and  conceit. 

Vanity  it  is,  if  one  be  proud  of  himself. 

Durable  is  worship  in  the  asylum  of  the  pious. 

Nanak  (says) :  (one)  lives  muttering  continually  the  feet  of  Hari. 

(5).  Vanity  is  the  ear,  that  hears  slander  on  other  people. 

Vanity  the  hand,  that  pilfers  the  property  of  others. 

Vanity  the  eye,  that  looks  at  the  beauty  of  another's  wife. 

Vanity  the  tongue,  that  is  enjoying  other  flavours. 

Vanity  the  foot,  that  is  running  to  another's  deterioration. 

Vanity  the  mind,  that  excites  the  greediness  of  another. 
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Vanity  the  body,  that  is  not  rendering  assistance  to  another. 

Vanity  the  dwelling,  that  undergoes  change. 

All  is  vanity  without  comprehending  (the  truth). 

Fruitful  is  that  body,  that  takes  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

(6).  Useless  is  the  life  of  the  Sakat. 

How  shall  purity  be  effected  without  truth  ? 

Useless  is  without  the  name  the  body  of  the  blind  one. 

Stench  comes  out  of  his  mouth. 

Uselessly  passes  (the  time)  without  remembering  (Hari)  day  and  night, 

As  without  rain  a  field  is  drooping  away. 

"Without  remembering  Govind  all  works  are  unprofitable, 

As  the  money  of  the  miser  is  to  no  purpose. 

Blessed,  blessed  are  those  people,  in  whose  heart  the  name  of  Hari  dwells. 

Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  to  them. 

(7).  He  is  continually  doing  this  and  that. 

(But)  in  his  heart  is  no  love  (to  God),  with  his  mouth  (only)  he  professes  friendship. 

(But)  the  Lord  is  knowing  and  all-wise. 

Outside  (he  wears)  a  garb,  (but)  is  not  in  love  with  any  one. 

He  instructs  others,  (but)  does  not  do  it  himself. 

Coming  and  going  he  is  regenerated  and  dies. 

In  whose  heart  the  Formless  one  dwells  : 

By  his  instruction  the  world  crosses. 

"Who  are  pleasing  to  thee,  by  them  the  Lord  is  known. 

Kanak  is  fleeing  to  the  foot  of  those  men. 

(8).  Offer  prayer  to  him,  the  supreme  Brahm  knows  all ! 

He  himself  minds  his  own  work. 

He  himself,  he  himself,  settles  (everything). 

Some  one  he  makes  believe,  that  he  is  far  off ;  some  one  he  lets  know,  that  he  is  near. 

"Who  is  free  from  all  shifts  and  cunning  : 

He  knows  all  the  procedure  of  the  spirit. 

"Whom  he  pleases,  him  he  applies  to  the  hem  (of  his  garment). 

In  every  place  he  is  continually  contained. 

He  is  a  worshipper,  on  whom  he  has  bestowed  mercy. 

In  every  moment  he  mutters  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

VI. 

Slot 
Lust,  wrath  and  covetousness,  spiritual  illusion  and  egotism  pass  away. 
On  him,  who  has  come  to  the  asylum  of  the  Lord,  the  Gurdev  bestows  mercy,  (says)  Nanak. 

Astpadl. 
(1).  By  whose  favour  thou  eatest  the  nectar-food  consisting  of  thirty-six  ingredients  : 
That  Lord  keep  in  thy  mind ! 

By  whose  favour  thou  separatest x  the  sweet-smelling  substance : 
Remembering  him  thou  wilt  obtain  final  emancipation. 
By  whose  favour  thou  dwellest  in  comfort  in  (thy)  house  : 
On  him  meditate  always  in  thy  mind ! 

1  lAWlOcM,  v.a.  To  separate  and  spread  out (cf. the Marathi :  fsT^Tf^li)* as  corn  from  the  husks, etc. 
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By  whose  favour  thou  dwellest  in  comfort  in  thy  house  : 

Him  remember  the  eight  'watches  with  thy  tongue  ! 

By  whose  favour  thou  enjoyest  pleasures  and  delights  : 

He  should  be  meditated  upon,  (says)  Nanak,  he  is  worthy  to  be  meditated  upon. 

(2).  By  whose  favour  thou  wearest  silk  clothes : 

Forsaking  him  whom  else  dost  thou  desire  ? 

By  whose  favour  sleep  is  made  in  comfort  on  the  bed : 

His  praise  should  be  sung,  0  heart,  the  eight  watches ! 

By  whose  favour  everybody  respects  thee : 

Utter  his  praise  with  thy  mouth  and  tongue  ! 

By  whose  favour  thy  piety  is  abiding : 

0  heart,  meditate  always  on  the  supreme  Brahm  alone  ! 

Muttering  the  name  thou  wilt  obtain  honour  at  the  threshold. 

With  honour  thou  wilt  go  to  the  house  (of  Hari). 

(3).  By  whose  favour  the  gold-like  body  (remains)  healthy  : 

Devoutly  meditate  on  that  Ram,  0  friend  ! 

By  whose  favour  thy  screen  is  abiding  : 

Uttering  the  praise  of  (that)  Hari,  Hari,  thou  wilt  obtain  happiness. 

By  whose  favour  all  thy  blemishes  are  covered : 

0  heart,  fall  on  the  asylum  of  that  Lord ! 

By  whose  favour  no  one  comes  up  to  thee  : 

(That)  high  Lord  remember,  0  heart,  at  every  breath ! 

By  whose  favour  the  body,  so  difficult  of  obtainment,  is  gotten  : 

Him  worship,  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  By  whose  favour  ornaments  are  put  on : 

How  should  in  his  remembrance  sloth  be  made,  0  heart  ? 

By  whose  favour  riding  on  horses  and  elephants  (is  made) : 

Forget  never  that  Lord,  0  heart ! 

By  whose  favour  (thou  possessest)  gardens,  property  and  wealth  : 

String  and  keep  (that)  Lord  in  thy  heart ! 

By  whom  thou  art  adorned,  0  heart : 

Rising  and  sitting  always  meditate  on  him  ! 

Meditate  on  him,  who  alone  is  inapprehensible  ! 

Here  and  there  he  preserves  thy  (honour),  (says)  Nanak. 

(5).  By  whose  favour  thou  performest  meritorious  actions  (and  givest)  many  alms : 

On  him  meditate  the  eight  watches,  0  heart ! 

By  whose  favour  thou  art  engaged  in  religious  and  secular  occupations : 

Reflect  on  that  Lord  at  every  breath ! 

By  whose  favour  thy  external  appearance  is  beautiful : 

That  incomparable  Lord  remember  always ! 

By  whose  favour  thy  caste  is  good : 

That  Lord  remember  always  day  and  night ! 

By  whose  favour  thy  honour  abides  : 

His  praise  utter  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  (says)  Nanak. 

(6).  By  whose  favour  thou  hearest  a  sound  with  thy  ears; 

By  whose  favour  thou  art  seeing  with  amazement ; 

By  whose  favour  thou  speakest  nectar  with  thy  tongue  ; 

By  whose  favour  thou  art  dwelling  in  comfort  and  tranquillity ; 
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By  whose  favour  the  hand  moves ; 

By  whose  favour  all  is  fruitful ; 

By  whose  favour  thou  obtainest  final  emancipation  ; 

By  whose  favour  thou  art  easily  and  naturally  absorbed  : 

Forsaking  such  a  Lord  to  whom  else  wilt  thou  cling  ? 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  be  awake  in  thy  heart !  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  By  whose  favour  thou  art  manifest  in  the  world : 

That  Lord  forget  by  no  means  in  thy  mind  ! 

By  whose  favour  (thou  obtainest)  grandeur  : 

0  foolish  heart,  mutter  him ! 

By  whose  favour  thy  affairs  are  accomplished : 

Him,  0  heart,  consider  as  always  being  in  thy  presence  ! 

By  whose  favour  thou  obtainest  happiness  : 

0  my  heart,  be  in  love  with  him  ! 

By  whose  favour  the  salvation  of  all  is  effected : 

Him  mutter,  (if)  thou  makest  (any)  muttering,  (says)  Nanak. 

(8).  He  mutters  the  name,  (whom)  he  himself  causes  to  mutter  it. 

He  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari,  (whom)  he  himself  causes  to  sing  (them). 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  enlightenment  (of  the  understanding)  is  made. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Lord  the  lotus  (of  the  heart)  is  opening. 

In  (whose)  heart  that  kindly-disposed  Lord  is  dwelling : 

His  understanding  becomes  very  great  by  the  mercy  of  the  Lord. 

All  treasures  (are  obtained),  0  Lord,  by  thy  mercy. 

No  one  has  got  anything  from  himself. 

To  whatever  thou  appliest  (them),  to  that  they  stick,  0  Lord  Hari ! 

Nothing  is  in  the  hand  of  these  (men),  (says)  Nanak. 

VII. 

Sidle. 

Unattainable,  unfathomable  is  that  supreme  Brahm. 
"Whoever  utters  (him),  he  becomes  emancipated. 
Hear,  0  friend,  humbly  says  Nanak, 
The  wonderful  story  of  the  pious  people ! 

Astpaii. 
(1).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  face  becomes  bright. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  {i.e.  the  disciple)  removes  all  (his)  filth. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  conceit  is  effaced. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  is  displayed  true  knowledge. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  comprehends,  that  the  Lord  is  near.  - 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  every  decision  is  made. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  gets  the  jewel  of  the  name. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  there  is  effort  about  the  One. 
Who  can  describe  the  greatness  "of  the  pious  ? 
The  lustre  of  the  pious  is  contained  in  the  Lord,  (says)  Nanak. 
(2).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  inapprehensible  one  is  met  with. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  is  always  happy. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  five  are  subdued. 
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In  the  society  of  the  pious  nectar-juice  is  enjoyed. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  hecomes  the  dust  of  all. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  (there  is)  a  heart-captivating  discourse. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  (his  mind)  does  not  run  anywhere. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  his  mind  obtains  a  (firm)  standing. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  it  is  separated  from  the  Maya. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  Lord  is  very  propitious,  (says)  Nanak. 
(3).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  all  enemies  (become)  friends. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  gets  highly  purified. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  (there  is)  no  enmity  with  any  one. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  (there  is)  no  distorted  foot. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  (there  is)  no  want. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  knows  the  highest  bliss  (  =  the  Supreme). 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  (there  is)  no  burning  of  egotism. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  gives  up  all  his  own  self. 
He  himself  [i.e.  Hari)  knows  the  greatness  of  the  pious. 
Between  the  pious  and  the  Lord  is  intimate  union,  (says)  Nanak. 
(4).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  does  not  run  about  at  any  time. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  always  obtains  happiness. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  acquires  the  inapprehensible  thing. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  bears  (patiently)  the  place  of  exercise  (of  the  senses).1 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  dwells  (as)  in  a  high  place. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  reaches  the  palace  (of  Hari). 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  every  virtue  is  confirmed. 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  only  the  supreme  Brahm  (is  meditated  upon). 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  acquires  the  jewel  of  the  name. 
Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  to  the  pious. 

(5).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  saves  his  whole  family. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  releases  friends,  acquaintances  and  his  household  (from  further 
transmigration). 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  gets  that  wealth, 

By  which  every  one  is  profited. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  Dharm-Bae  (=  Yama)  renders  service. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  (i.e.  the  disciple)  acquires  the  lustre  of  the  Suras  and  Devas. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  sin  is  fleeing. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  is  singing  the  excellences  of  the  nectar. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  is  going  to  all  places. 

Nanak  (says) :  in  the  society  of  the  pious  (his)  life-time  is  fruitful. 

(6).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  there  is  no  calamity  whatever. 

Falling  in  with  (their)  sight  he  (i.e.  the  disciple)  becomes  happy. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  takes  off  his  filth. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  removes  hell  (from  himself). 

(Living)  in  the  society  of  the  pious  he  is  happy  here  and  there. 

Being  separated  he  is  united  (again)  with  Hari  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

1  W^TcJ  *1^-  WtTH  =  Sansk.  ^jf5T^»  place  of  exercise  of  the  senses.  The  sense  is  :  he  bears  patiently 
the  bustle  of  the  senses  in  his  body,  without  being  affected  thereby.  The  Sikh  Granthis  proffer  all  sorts  of 
surmises  about  the  meaning  of  JtrTTcT 
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The  fruit,  he  wishes,  he  obtains. 

(Living)  in  the  society  of  the  pious  he  does  not  depart  unprofited. 

The  supreme  Brahm  dwells  in  the  heart  of  the  pious. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  is  saved,  (if),  having  heard  the  pious,  he  utter  (the  name). 

(7).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  hear  the  name  of  Hari ! 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari ! 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  is  not  forgotten  from  the  mind. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  thou  art  saved  at  last. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  Lord  becomes  sweet. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  is  seen  (as  being)  in  everybody. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  (we)  become  obedient  to  his  orders. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  our  salvation  is  brought  about. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  all  diseases  are  effaced. 

Nanak  joins  the  association  of  the  pious. 

(8).  The  greatness  of  the  pious  the  Veda  does  not  know. 

As  much  as  it  hears,  so  much  it  describes. 

The  greatness  of  the  pious  is  far  from  the  three  qualities. 

The  greatness  of  the  pious  remains  complete. 

There  is  no  end  of  the  splendour  of  the  pious. 

The  splendour  of  the  pious  is  always  boundless. 

The  splendour  of  the  pious  is  higher  than  high. 

The  splendour  of  the  pious  is  greater  than  great. 

The  splendour  of  the  pious  agrees  with  the  pious. 

Nanak  (says) :  between  the  pious  and  the  Lord  there  is  no  difference,  0  brother ! 

VIII. 

Slot 

Who  is  true  in  his  heart,  he  is  true  (also)  with  his  mouth. 

"Without  the  One  he  does  not  see  any  one  else. 

Nanak  (says)  :  this  is  the  sign  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm. 

Astpadt. 

(1).  Who  knows  Brahm,  he  is  always  uncontaminated  (by  the  Maya), 

As  a  lotus  in  the  water  is  uncontaminated. 

Who  knows  Brahm,  he  is  always  without  blemish, 

As  the  sun  is  drying  up  all. 

Who  knows  Brahm,  he  looks  on  all  things  as  the  same, 

As  the  wind  blows  equally  on  the  Raja  and  the  poor. 

Who  knows  Brahm  has  one  and  the  same  patience  (for  all), 

As  the  earth,  (which)  one  is  digging  up  and  another  besmearing  with  sandal-powder. 

This  is  the  quality  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm. 

(It  is)  like  the  innate  nature  of  fire,  (says)  Nanak. 

(2).  He  who  knows  Brahm  is  purer  than  pure, 

As  filth  is  not  sticking  to  water. 

In  the  mind  of  him  who  knows  Brahm,  is  light, 

As  the  sky  is  above  the  earth. 

To  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  friend  and  enemy  are  the  same. 

Who  knows  Brahm,  entertains  no  egotism. 
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Who  knows  Brahm,  he  is  higher  than  high. 

In  his  own  mind  he  is  the  lowest  of  all. 

Those  people  ohtain  the  knowledge  of  Brahm, 

To  whom  the  Lord  himself  gives  it,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  "Who  knows  Brahm,  he  is  the  dust  of  all. 

Who  knows  Brahm,  knows  the  taste  of  his  own  spirit. 

Who  knows  Brahm,  is  kind  to  all. 

Who  knows  Brahm,  commits  no  wickedness  whatever. 

Who  knows  Brahm,  is  always  looking  (on  all  things)  as  the  same. 

The  look  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  showering  nectar. 

Who  knows  Brahm,  is  free  from  honds. 

The  practice  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  spotless. 

The  enjoyment  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  divine  knowledge. 

The  meditation  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  directed  on  Brahm,  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  The  hope  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  (is  placed)  on  the  One. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  does  not  perish. 

To  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  humility  is  a  pleasure. 

To  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  benevolence  to  others  is  a  delight. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  not  engaged  in  worldly  business. 

By  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  the  running  (mind)  is  bound. 

To  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  great  goodness  will  accrue. 

The  reward  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  (will  be)  great. 

In  the  society  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  all  are  saved. 

The  whole  world  attends  to  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  (says)  Nanak. 

(5).  He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  of  the  same  state  (of  mind). 

With  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  the  Lord  dwells. 

To  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  the  name  is  support. 

To  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  the  name  is  retinue. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  continually  awake. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  giving  up  his  egotism. 

In  the  heart  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  the  highest  bliss. 

In  the  house  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  always  joy. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  living  in  happiness  and  tranquillity. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  does  not  perish,  says  Nanak. 

(6).  He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  the  outlines1  of  Brahm. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  in  love  with  the  One. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  free  from  cares. 

The  sentiments "  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  are  pure. 

He  knows  Brahm,  whom  the  Lord  himself  lets  know  him. 

The  dignity  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  great. 

The  sight  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  obtained  by  the  very  fortunate  one. 

To  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  (people)  are  a  sacrifice. 

Him,  who  knows  Brahm,  Mahesvar  (=  Shiva)  seeks. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  himself  the  supreme  Lord,  (says)  Nanak. 


1  "ST3  or  'JT3T  m->  the  form,  figure,  outlines. 


H3  =  tf3  (">■•),  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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(7).  No  estimate  of  him  (can  be  made),  who  knows  Brahm. 

All  is  in  the  mind  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm. 

"Who  knows  the  secret  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm  ? 

To  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  always  salutation  (should  be  made). 

Not  half  a  letter  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  can  be  told. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  Lord  of  all. 

Who  can  describe  the  value  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm  ? 

The  state  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  the  knower  of  Brahm  (only)  knows. 

There  is  no  end  nor  limit  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm. 

Nanak  is  always  paying  reverence  to  him,  who  knows  Brahm. 

(8).  He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  the  creator  of  the  whole  creation. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  lives  always  and  does  not  die. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  possessed  of  emancipation,1  the  donor  of  the  creatures. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  the  (all-)filling  Supreme  Spirit,  the  ordainer  (of  all). 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  the  Lord  of  the  helpless. 

The  hand  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  upon  all. 

To  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  all  forms  belong. 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  himself  the  formless  one. 

The  splendour  of  him,  who  knows  Brahm,  agrees  with  the  knower  of  Brahm  (only). 

He,  who  knows  Brahm,  is  the  Lord  of  all,  (says)  Nanak. 

IX. 

Slok. 
Who  keeps  the  name  in  his  breast : 
He  beholds  in  all  the  Lord. 
Who  every  moment  pays  reverence  to  the  Lord  : 
He  is  untouchable  and  saves  all. 

Astpail. 

(1).  (Who)  does  not  touch  with  his  tongue  falsehood  ; 

In  (whose)  heart  is  a  longing  for  the  sight  of  the  spotless  (Supreme) ; 

(Who)  does  not  behold  with  his  eyes  the  beauty  of  another's  wife; 

(Who)  does  service  to  the  pious  and  has  love  to  the  saints ; 

(Who)  with  his  ears  does  not  hear  the  slander  of  any  one  ; 

(Who)  considers  himself  the  worst  of  all ; 

(Who)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  removes  worldly  pursuits ; 

From  (whose)  heart  the  desires  of  the  heart  recede  ; 

(Who)  has  overcome  his  senses  and  is  free  from  the  five  vices  : '' 

Among  crores  such  an  untouched  one  is  hardly  to  be  found. 

(2).  He  is  a  Vaishnava,  to  whom  he  is  favourably  disposed. 

Who  is  separated  from  the  Maya,  of  Vishnu  ; 

Who  is  doing  works  and  is  not  looking  out  for  future  rewards  : 

The  religion  of  that  Vaishnava  is  spotless. 

Who  entertains  no  desire  for  any  reward ; 

1  Xajfd  -HJlfd  might  also  be  translated  by :  the  means  of  salvation,  if  TTST'fe  be  taken  =  ^rf^J . 

2  The  five  vices  are:  STT*T»  ^T.  *53>  ^T,  WTfeTH- 
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Who  in  worship  and  praise  alone  is  ahsorhed ; 

Who  in  heart  and  body  is  remembering  Gopal ; 

Who  is  merciful  to  all ; 

Who  himself  is  firm  and  makes  others  mutter  the  name  : 

That  Vaishnava  gets  final  emancipation,  (says)  Kanak. 

(3).  He  is  a  Bhagauti,1  (whose)  delight  is  the  worship  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

Who  forsakes  the  society  of  all  the  wicked ; 

Prom  (whose)  mind  all  error  is  destroyed ; 

Who  considers  and  worships  all  as  the  Supreme  Brahm ; 

Who  in  the  society  of  the  pious  removes  the  filth  of  (his)  sins  : 

The  understanding  of  that  Bhagauti  becomes  very  high. 

Who  serves  the  Supreme  Being  continually  ; 

Who  offers  up  (his)  heart  and  body  out  of  love  to  Yishnu ; 

Who  makes  the  feet  of  Hari  dwell  in  (his)  heart : 

Such  a  Bhagauti  obtains  the  Supreme  Being,  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  He  is  a  Pandit,  who  enlightens  (his  own)  mind. 

Who  explores  the  name  of  Bam  within  himself  ; 

Who  drinks  the  essence  and  juice  of  the  name  of  Bam  : 

By  the  instruction  of  that  Pandit  the  world  lives. 

Who  makes  dwell  the  story  about  Hari  in  his  heart : 

That  Pandit  does  not  come  again  into  a  womb. 

Who  comprehends  the  root  of  the  Veda,  the  Puranas  and  the  Smriti ; 

Who  knows,  that  in  the  minute  the  large  (objects)  (are  contained) ; 

Who  gives  (such  an)  instruction  to  the  four  castes : 

To  that  Pandit  always  salutation! 

(5).  The  ground-mantra2  (contains)  the  knowledge  of  all. 

(If)  among  the  four  castes  one  mutter  the  name, 

Whoever  mutters  it,  his  salvation  is  brought  about. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  some  (rare)  man  obtains  it. 

If  in  mercy  he  (i.e.  Hari)  determine  in  (his)  mind, 

He  makes  beasts,  goblins,  fools  and  stones  cross. 

The  medicine  for  aU  diseases  is  the  name. 

The  celebration  of  the  Beautiful  one  (and)  the  singing  of  (his)  excellences 

Is  not  obtained  by  any  skill  nor  by  any  religious  practice. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  obtains  it,  to  whom  it  is  decreed  by  destiny  itself. 

(6).  In  whose  heart  is  the  abode  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  : 

He  is  called  a  true  slave  of  Bam. 

The  Supreme  Spirit  comes  into  his  sight. 

By  being  the  slave  of  slaves 3  he  obtains  him. 

Who  always  considers  Hari  as  being  near  him : 

1  dJ|G d\<  a  denomination  of  Faqirs,  who  profess  to  worship  the  3<tKlrt  or  Supreme  Being. 

2  ■EtYtT*^'  the  mystical  letter,  which  forms  the  essential  part  of  the  mantra  of  any  deity.  The  ijl  71*13 
is  here  the  name  of  Hari. 

3  ^TT7*f3H3TfS,  corrupted  from  >£1*)^.|*{.S<A>  the  state  of  being  the  slave  of  slaves  (=  Sansk. 
3T*T^nfW)>  t°  this  abstract  is  again  added  cj(Q  (  =  ^^),  which  is  quite  unnecessary;  we  find  also  in  the 
Granth:  <|*133lQ>  which  is  quite  identical  with  IJJ 
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That  slave  is  accepted  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

On  his  own  slave  he  himself  bestows  mercy. 

To  that  slave  all  knowledge  accrues. 

In  the  society  of  all  he  is  retired  in  nis  heart. 

Such  is  the  practice  of  the  slave  of  Earn. 

(7).  To  whom  the  order  of  the  Lord  is  dear  in  his  heart : 

He  is  called  emancipated  whilst  yet  living. 

Joy  and  grief  are  the  same  to  him.1 

He  is  always  joyful  and  not  separated  (from  the  Supreme). 

Gold  and  clay  are  the  same  to  him. 

Nectar  and  bitter  poison  are  the  same  to  him. 

Honour  and  dishonour '"  are  the  same  to  him. 

The  beggar  and  the  king  are  the  same  to  him. 

Who  entertains  that  practice  : 

That  man,  (says)  Nanak,  is  emancipated  whilst  yet  living. 

(8).  All  places  belong  to  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

As  the  house  is,  into  which  he  puts  (men),  such  is  their  name. 

He  himself  is  able  to  do  and  cause  to  be  done  (everything). 

"What  pleases  the  Lord,  that  will  also  be  done. 

He  himself  being  spread  out  becomes  an  endless  wave. 

The  (manifold)  appearances  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  cannot  be  perceived. 

As  he  gives  understanding,  such  is  the  light. 

The  Supreme  Brahm,  the  creator,  is  imperishable. 

Always,  always  he  is  compassionate. 

By  continually  remembering  him  Nanak  has  become  happy. 

X. 

Sloh. 

Many  people  praise  (him,  who)  has  no  end  nor  limit. 

Nanak  (says)  :  an  arrangement  (creation)  has  been  made  by  the  Lord  of  many  kinds  and  sorts. 

Astpadi. 
(1).  Many  crores  are  (his)  worshippers. 
Many  crores  are  engaged  in  religious  practices. 
Many  crores  are  dwelling  on  holy  watering-places. 
Many  crores  wander  about  in  woods,  having  retired  from  the  world. 
Many  crores  are  listening  to  the  Yeda. 
Many  crores  are  becoming  ascetics. 
Many  crores  are  meditating  upon  themselves. 
Many  crores  are  poets  and  reflect  on  a  poem. 
Many  crores  meditate  on  the  (always)  new  name. 
(But)  the  end  of  the  creator  they  do  not  reach,  (says)  Nanak. 

1  §Jff  UTTfef  §*TT  "ST  WT>  literally :  such  is  joy,  such  is  grief  to  him,  i.e.  joy  and  grief  are  the  same 
to  him. 

2  All  the  MSS.  at  my  disposal  read  *IT25— *Hf3HT?>>  but  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that  *lfMTT25 
must  be  read,  as  lJff3Tt25  gives  no  sense  here. 
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(2).  Many  crores  are  selfish. 

Many  crores  are  in  deep  ignorance. 

Many  crores  are  hard-hearted  misers. 

Many  crores  are  skilful,1  (but)  blind  in  their  heart. 

Many  crores  pilfer  another's  property. 

Many  crores  inflict  pain  on  others. 

Many  crores  toil  for  the  sake  of  the  Maya. 

Many  crores  wander  about  in  foreign  countries. 

To  "whatever  (thing)  he  applies  them,  to  that  they  stick. 

The  creator  knows  the  arrangement  of  the  creator,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  Many  crores  of  Siddhas,  ascetics  and  Jogis. 

Many  crores  of  Rajas,  (who)  are  given  to  enjoyments. 

Many  crores  of  birds  and  snakes  were  created  (by  him) . 

Many  crores  of  stones  and  trees  were  produced. 

Many  crores  of  winds,  waters  and  fires. 

Many  crores  of  countries,  lands  and  regions. 

Many  crores  of  moons,  suns  and  stars. 

Many  crores  of  Devas,  Danavas,  and  umbrella-bearing  Indras. 

All  things  he  keeps  in  his  own  string. 

Nanak  (says) :  whomsoever  he  pleases,  him  he  saves. 

(4).  Many  crores  of  Eajasa,  Tamasa  and  Satvika  qualities. 

Many  crores  of  Vedas,  Puranas,  Smritis  and  Shastras. 

Many  crores  of  gems  (and)  oceans  were  made. 

Many  crores  of  living  beings  of  various  kinds. 

Many  crores  of  long-living  (beings)  were  made. 

Many  crores  of  gems*  and  kinds  of  gold  were  made. 

Many  crores  of  Takshasas,  Kinnaras  and  fiends. 

Many  crores  of  goblins,  sprites,  hogs  and  deer. 

He  is  near  to  all  and  far  from  all. 

Nanak  (says)  :   (though)  omnipresent  he  remains  distinct  himself. 

(5).  (There  are)  many  crores  of  inhabitants  of  the  nether-regions. 

Many  crores  of  inhabitants  in  hell  and  heaven. 

Many  crores  are  born,  live  and  die. 

Many  crores  wander  about  in  many  wombs. 

Many  crores  are  eating  at  leisure. 

Many  crores  toil  along  and  are  wearied  out. 

Many  crores  are  made  rich. 

Many  crores  are  anxious  for  (acquiring)  wealth. 

Wherever  he  pleases,  there  he  puts  them. 

Nanak  (says) :  everything  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 

(6).  Many  crores  have  become  Bairagis. 

They  devoutly  meditate  on  the  name  of  Earn. 

Many  crores  are  seeking  the  Lord. 

They  obtain  in  their  own  heart  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

Many  crores  are  thirsting  for  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

1  Wfe^T  =  Sansk.  ^lfJTW>  skilful,  knowing. 

2  f3njt*1<J>  properly  the  large  middle  gem  of  a  necklace,  in  which  both  ends  meet. 
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"With  them,  meets  the  imperishable  Lord. 

Many  crores  desire  the  society  of  the  saints. 

To  them  the  colour  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  applied. 

To  whom  he  himself  has  become  very  propitious  : 

Those  people  are  always  blessed,  blessed,  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  (There  are)  many  crores  of  quarries  and  sections. 

Many  crores  of  skies  and  -universes. 

Many  Avatars  have  taken  place, 

(By  whom)  many  skilful  contrivances  were  made. 

Many  times  the  expanse  (of  the  world)  was  spread  out. 

The  Uniform  (Supreme)  only  is  always. 

Many  crores  (of  worlds)  of  many  kinds  were  made. 

From  the  Lord  they  emanated  and  in  the  Lord  they  are  absorbed. 

His  end  no  one  knows. 

That  Lord  himself  (only  knows  it),  (says)  Nanak. 

(8).  (There  are)  many  crores  of  servants  of  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

In  their  heart  light  springs  up. 

(There  are)  many  crores,  who  know  the  truth. 

They  always  behold  the  One  with  their  eyes. 

Many  crores  drink  the  juice  of  the  name. 

They  become  immortal  and  live  for  ever. 

Many  crores  sing  the  excellences  of  the  name. 

They  are  absorbed  in  self-enjoyment,  happiness  and  tranquillity. 

Who  remember  their  maker  at  every  breath  : 

They  are  dear  to  the  Lord,  (says)  Nanak. 

XI. 

Slok 

The  cause  of  causes  is  alone  the  Lord,  there  is  none  other. 

Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  to  him ;  he  is  in  water,  land  and  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 

Astpadi. 
(1).  The  cause  of  causes  is  able  to  create. 
"What  pleases  him,  that  will  be  done. 
In  a  moment  he  establishes  and  disestablishes. 
There  is  no  end  nor  any  limit  of  him. 
By  his  order  he  upholds  the  firmament. 
By  his  order  (things)  are  produced  and  absorbed  (again). 
By  his  order  is  a  high  (or)  low  occupation  (allotted). 
By  his  order  many  kinds  of  colour  are  (produced). 
Having  created  he  beholds  his  own  greatness. 
Nanak  (says)  :  in  all  he  is  contained. 
(2).  If  it  please  the  Lord,  man  obtains  salvation. 
If  it  please  the  Lord,  he  makes  a  stone  cross  (the  waters). 
If  it  please  the  Lord,  he  preserves  (man)  without  breath. 
If  it  please  the  Lord,  the  qualities  of  Hari  become  manifest.1 

1  STVfST  >s  here  not  =  3ntRT>  speaking,  but  signifies :  to  be  manifest,  to  be  seen  (=^TTWD- 
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If  it  please  tlie  Lord,  he  rescues  the  sinner. 

He  himself  acts,  he  himself  reflects. 

He  himself  is  the  Lord  of  both  sides  (=  both  worlds). 

The  inward  governor  sports  and  expands. 

What  pleases  him,  that  work  he  causes  to  be  done. 

Eanak  (says) :  none  other  comes  into  sight. 

(3).  Say,  what  is  done  by  man  ? 

"What  pleases  Him,  that  he  causes  to  be  done. 

If  it  would  be  in  the  hand  (=  power)  of  this  one  (=  man),  he  would  take  everything. 

What  pleases  to  that  one,  that  he  does. 

The  ignorant  one  clings  to  the  visible  objects. 

Who  is  knowing  his  own  self,  is  saved. 

Being  led  astray  by  error  (man)  runs  about  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  earth). 

In  a  moment  he  comes  back  again  (from)  the  four  quarters. 

On  whom  in  mercy  he  (=  Hari)  bestows  his  own  worship  : 

Those  men  fall  in  with  the  name,  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  In  a  moment  dominion  (is  given)  to  a  low  worm. 

The  Supreme  Brahm  is  the  cherisher  of  the  humble. 

Of  whom  nothing  is  seen  : 

Him  he  makes  manifest  at  that  time  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  earth). 

On  whom  he  bestows  his  own  pardon  : 

From  him  the  Lord  of  the  universe  takes  no  account. 

Soul  and  body,  all  is  his  property. 

In  everybody  the  light  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  fully  contained. 

By  himself  his  own  formation  is  made. 

Nanak  lives  having  seen  (his)  greatness. 

(5).  The  power  of  this  one  is  not  in  this  one's  hand.1 

The  cause  of  causes  is  the  Lord  of  all. 

The  creature  is  helpless  and  must  obey. 

What  pleases  to  that  one,  that  will  be. 

Sometime  he  {i.e.  man)  dwells  in  a  high  (or)  low  (place). 

Sometime  he  is  in  grief  (or)  laughs  in  joy  and  merriment. 

Sometime  he  is  taken  up  with  slander  (or)  cares. 

Sometime  he  is  above  in  the  sky  (or)  in  the  nether  region. 

Sometime  he  is  wise,  reflecting  on  Brahm. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  (i.e.  Hari)  is  uniting  (them  with  himself). 

(6).  Sometime  he  makes  deliberations  of  many  kinds. 

Sometime  he  continues  sleeping  day  and  night. 

Sometime  he  is  hideous  by  great  wrath. 

Sometime  he  becomes  the  dust  of  all. 

Sometime  he  sits  down  having  become  a  great  Baja. 

Sometime  he  is  a  beggar,  of  low  attire. 

Sometime  he  falls  into  disrepute. 

Sometime  he  is  called  a  good  man. 

As  the  Lord  keeps  him,  so  he  remains. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  utters  the  True  one,  (says)  Nanak. 


The  sense  is :  man  has  no  strength  of  his  own. 
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(7).  Sometime,  having  become  a  Pandit,  he  makes  explanations. 
Sometime,  having  become  a  taciturn  (ascetic),  be  meditates. 
Sometime  he  is  making  ablutions  on  the  bank  of  a  holy  -watering-place. 

Sometime,  (having  become)  a  Siddha  (  =  perfect  Jogi)  (or)  ascetic,  there  is  (divine)  knowledge  in 
his  mouth. 

Sometime  he  lives  having  become  a  worm,  elephant  (or)  moth. 

Erratic  he  wanders  about  in  many  wombs. 

Like  a  mimic  he  shows  many  appearances. 

As  it  pleases  the  Lord,  so  he  makes  (him)  dance. 

"What  pleases  to  that  one,  that  is  done. 

Nanak  (says)  :  there  is  none  other. 

(8).  Sometime  this  one  (=  man)  obtains  the  society  of  the  pious. 

From  that  place  he  does  not  recede  again. 

In  his  heart  divine  knowledge  is  lighted  up. 

That  place  is  not  destroyed. 

His  mind  and  body  are  coloured  in  the  name  throughout. 

He  always  dwells  in  the  society  of  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

Like  water  falling  into  water  is  settled  (therein) : 

So  light  is  absorbed  in  the  Luminous  (Supreme). 

Transmigrations  are  effaced,  rest  is  obtained. 

Kanak  is  always  a  sacrifice  to  the  Lord. 

XII. 

Slok. 

"Who  lives  in  indigence  is  happy,  having  cleared  away  his  own  self  beneath. 
The  great  selfish  men  are  consumed  by  pride,  (says)  Nanak. 

Astpadi. 
(1).  In  whose  heart  is  the  pride  of  dominion  : 
He,  falling  into  hell,  is  becoming  a  dog. 
"Who  thinks,  that  he  is  youthful : 
He  is  becoming  a  creature  living  in  ordure. 
Who  calls  himself  full  of  (good)  works  : 

He  is  regenerated  and  dies  and  wanders  about  in  many  wombs. 
"Who  is  proud  of  his  wealth  and  landed  property : 
He  is  a  fool,  blind  and  ignorant. 

In  whose  heart  he  ( =  Hari)  mercifully  causes  humility  to  dwell : 

He  is  here  (on  earth)  emancipated  and  further  on  (in  the  other  world)  he  obtains  happiness, 
(says)  Nanak. 

(2).  "Who,  having  become  rich,  is  proud : 

Not  as  much  as  a  blade  of  grass  goes  with  him. 

"Who  puts  much  hope  on  an  army  of  men  : 

In  a  moment  he  will  be  destroyed. 

Who  considers  himself  stronger  than  all : 

In  a  moment  he  will  become  ashes.1 

The  conceited  one,  who  himself  does  not  acknowledge  any  one, 

1  ^l^fe  =  3*W>  an^w  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 
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Dharm-Eae  (Tama)  will  render  wretched. 

Whose  pride  is  effaced  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  : 

That  man  is  approved  at  the  threshold,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  "Who  does  crores  of  (religious)  works,  (but)  retains  his  selfishness  : 

He  incurs  (only)  fatigue  ;  all  his  (works)  are  in  vain.1 

Who  performs  many  devout  austerities  in  egotism  : 

He  will  again  and  again  come  to  hell  (or)  heaven. 

Who,  though  making  many  efforts,  does  not  eject  his  own  self:  * 

Say,  how  shall  he  go  to  the  threshold  of  Hari  ? 

Who  calls  himself  good : 

Near  him  goodness  does  not  come. 

Whose  mind  becomes  the  dust  of  all : 

His  repute  is  spotless,3  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  As  long  as  (man)  thinks,  that  anything  is  done  by  him  : 

He  gets  no  happiness  whatever. 

As  long  as  he  thinks,  that  he  is  doing  anything  : 

So  long  he  is  wandering  about  in  wombs. 

As  long  as  he  considers  some  one  an  enemy  (or)  a  friend : 

So  long  his  mind  is  not  steady. 

As  long  as  in  spiritual  illusion  he  is  immersed  in  the  Maya : 

So  long  Dharm-Eae  will  inflict  punishment  on  him. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  the  fetter  is  broken. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  egotism  is  done  away,  (says)  Nanak. 

(5).  (Though)  he  gain  a  thousand  (Eupees),  he  rises  and  runs  after  a  Lakh. 

He  does  not  get  satiated,  he  follows  up  the  Maya. 

Though  he  enjoy  many  pleasures  of  the  world  : 

He  is  not  satiated,  he  wastes  away  and  dies. 

Without  contentment  no  one  is  satisfied. 

All  (his)  works  are  in  vain,  (they  are)  designs  of  a  dream. 

By  delight  in  the  name  all  comforts  are  obtained. 

To  some  very  fortunate  one  it  is  allotted. 

He  himself  is  the  cause  of  causes. 

0  Nanak,  mutter  continually  :   Hari ! 

(6).  The  cause  of  causes  is  the  creator. 

In  his  hand  are  the  order  and  reflection. 

As  he  looks  upon,  so  it  becomes. 

He  himself,  himself  is  the  Lord. 

Whatever  is  made,  (that  is  made)  according  to  his  own  pleasure. 

He  is  far  from  all  and  with  all. 

He  comprehends,  sees  and  makes  discrimination. 

He  himself  is  One  and  he  himself  is  many. 

He  does  not  die  nor  perish,  he  neither  comes  nor  goes. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  is  always  contained  (in  all). 


1  fy<JM  Id  —  Py d H I  >  »'«  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

2  ■?%!  >i^cM  =  5(N1T>  to  drive  away,  to  eject. 

3  f7»d*T?5  +jfy,  a  pure  report,  fame. 
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(7).  He  himself  instructs,  he  himself  understands. 

He  himself  is  intimately  connected  with  every  one. 

By  himself  his  own  expansion  is  made. 

Everything  is  his,  he  is  its  producer. 

Say,  is  anything  done  separate  from  him  ? 

In  every  place  that  one  alone  is. 

His  own  works  he  himself  is  doing. 

He  makes  innumerable  amusements  and  sports. 

He  himself  is  in  his  mind  (and)  his  mind  is  in  himself.1 

Nanak  (says) :  no  estimate  of  him  can  be  told. 

(8).  True,  true,  true  is  the  Lord. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  is  described  by  some  (rare)  one. 

True,  true,  true  (is  he,  by  whom)  all  is  made. 

Among  crores  some  rare  one  knows  him. 

Splendid,  splendid,  splendid  is  thy  form, 

Excessively  beautiful,  boundless  and  incomparable. 

Pure,  pure,  pure  is  thy  voice. 

In  everybody  it  is  heard  with  the  ears  and  praised. 

Pure,  pure,  pure  and  clean 

Is  (thy)  name ;  he  mutters  it,  who  loves  it  in  his  heart,  (says)  Nanak. 

XIII. 

Slot 

Who  falls  on  the  asylum  of  the  saints,  that  man  will  be  saved. 

By  slandering  the  saints  (one)  will  be  regenerated  again  and  again,  0  Nanok  ! 

Astpadl. 

(1).  By  afflicting  the  saints  (one's)  lifetime  is  diminished. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  he  does  not  escape  from  Tama. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  all  happiness  goes. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  he  falls  into  hell. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  his  mind  becomes  defiled. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  he  becomes  denuded  of  lustre. 

Who  strikes z  the  saints,  him  no  one  protects. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  he  is  degraded  from  his  post. 

If  the  compassionate  saints  bestow  mercy  (on  him) : 

The  slanderer  also  crosses  in  the  society  of  the  saints,  (says)  Nanak. 

(2).  By  afflicting  the  saints  he  becomes  restless. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  he  chatters  like  a  crow. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  he  falls  into  the  womb  of  snakes. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  (he  falls  into)  the  womb  of  creeping  animals. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  he  burns  in  thirst. 

By  reason  of  afflicting  the  saints  every  one  deceives  him. 

1  The  sense  is:  the  Supreme  Being  is  in  and  to  itself  subject  and  object  at  the  same  time. 

2  The  MSS.  at  my  disposal  all  read:  "ife  ^  ^J%  W%>  Mm  who  is  struck  by  the  saints;  but  this  is  quite 
against  the  context.    It  should  be  read:  ;J5  (W*^T)  instead  of  U§. 

51 
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By  afflicting  the  saints  all  Ms  dignity  goes. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  he  (becomes)  the  lowest  of  all. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  (finds)  no  place  (of  rest). 

Nanak  (says)  :  if  it  please  the  saints,  he  also  will  obtain  salvation. 

(3).  The  slanderer  of  the  saints  is  a  very  mischievous  person.1 

The  slanderer  of  the  saints  does  not  find  a  moment's  rest. 

The  slanderer  of  the  saints  is  a  great  murderer. 

The  slanderer  of  the  saints  is  killed  by  the  Lord. 

The  slanderer  of  the  saints  remains  void  of  satiety. 

The  slanderer  of  the  saints  is  afflicted  and  indigent. 

The  slanderer  of  the  saints  (is  oppressed  by)  all  diseases. 

The  slanderer  of  the  saints  is  always  separated  (from  the  Supreme). 

The  slander  of  the  saints  is  the  greatest  crime. 

Nanak  (says) :  if  it  pleases  the  saints,  he  also  will  obtain  emancipation. 

(4).  Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  always  impure. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  nobody's  friend. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  incurs  punishment. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints,  him  everybody  forsakes. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  very  selfish. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  always  subject  to  change.2 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  regenerated  and  dies. 

By  afflicting  the  saints  he  turns  away  from  (eternal)  happiness. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  gets  no  place  (of  rest). 

Nanak  (says) :  if  it  pleases  the  saints,  they  unite  (him  with  the  Supreme). 

(5).  Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  broken  off  in  the  midst  of  life. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  does  not  come  up  to  any  work. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  caused  to  wander  about  in  the  desert. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  thrown  into  the  wilderness. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  inside  hollow  (empty), 

Like  the  corpse  of  a  dead  man  without  breath. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  has  no  root  whatever. 

Having-  sown  himself  he  himself  eats  it. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  has  no  other  protector. 

Xanak  (says)  :  if  it  pleases  the  saints,  they  save  him. 

(6).  Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  so  in  agony, 

As  a  fish  without  water  flutters  about. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  hungry  and  not  satiated, 

As  fire  is  not  satiated  with  fuel. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  left  alone, 

Asa  seedless  sesam-stalk  is  (left)  distressed  in  the  field. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  devoid  of  virtue. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  always  talking  falsehood. 

The  deed  of  the  slanderer  is  falling  on  himself. 

Nanak  (says) :  what  pleases  to  that  one  (  =  Hari),  that  is  done. 

1  WH  llTI  (Sansk.  'WfTfTTf^T'O.  literally :  wearing  a  drawn  bow,  i.e.  prone  to  desperate  deeds. 

2  (\H  Id)  refers  here  especially  to  the  changes  in  transmigration. 
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(7).  Who  is  injuring  the  saints,  his  constitution  becomes  impaired. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  punished  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  is  always  caused  to  pant. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  neither  dies  nor  is  vivified. 

The  hope  of  him,  who  is  injuring  the  saints,  is  not  fulfilled. 

Who  is  injuring  the  saints  rises  and  departs  hopeless. 

By  injury  to  the  saints  no  one  is  satisfied. 

As  He  pleases,  such  a  one  he  becomes. 

The  destiny,1  that  has  fallen  on  one,  no  one  effaces. 

Nanak  (says) :  that  True  one  knows  it. 

(8).  All  creatures  are  his,  he  is  the  creator. 

To  him  worship  be  always  (paid) ! 

Praise  the  Lord  day  and  night ! 

Meditate  on  him  at  every  breath  and  morsel ! 

All  is  his  work. 

As  he  makes  one,  such  he  becomes. 

His  own  sport  he  himself  is  executing. 

Who  else  makes  reflection  ? 

On  whom  he  bestows  mercy,  to  him  he  gives  his  own  name. 

Those  are  very  fortunate  men,  (says)  Nanak. 

XIV. 

Slok. 

Give  up  cunning,  O  friends,  remember  Hari,  Hari  the  King ! 

Put  in  your  heart  your  hope  only  on  Hari !  pain,  error  and  fear  go,  (says)  Nanak. 

Astpadi. 
(1).  Know,  all  reliance  on  man  is  in  vain ! 
The  Lord  alone  is  able  to  give, 
By  whose  gift  thou  remainest  satiated. 
Thirst  will  not  again  befall  (thee). 
He  alone  kills  and  preserves. 
Nothing  is  in  the  hands  of  man. 
By  comprehending  his  order  thou  obtainest  happiness. 
Stringing  His  name  (like  pearls)  keep  (it)  in  thy  breast ! 
Bemembering,  remembering,  remembering  that  Lord, 
No  harm  whatever  will  befall  (thee),  (says)  Nanak. 
(2).  Praise  in  thy  heart  the  Formless  one ! 
0  my  mind,  do  (this)  true  business ! 
With  a  pure  tongue  drink  nectar ! 
Thou  wilt  always  render  thy  life  happy. 
Behold  with  thy  eyes  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  ! 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  all  fear 2  passes  away. 
Go  with  thy  feet  on  the  road  of  Govind ! 
(Thy)  sins  are  effaced,  (if)  Hari  be  muttered  only  a  little. 

1  foT33'.  destiny,  as  the  consequence  of  former  works. 
3  'ffe\  s.f.  (Sansk.  ^jefiT)  fear,  care. 
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Do  the  work  of  Hari,  (hear)  with  thy  ears  the  story  about  Hari ! 

At  the  threshold  of  Hari  thy  head  (will  be)  bright,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  Those  people  are  very  fortunate  in  the  world, 

Who  continually  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

"Who  reflect  on  the  name  of  Earn  : 

Those  are  wealthy  and  rich  in  the  world. 

"Who  with  heart,  body  and  mouth  utter  Hari,  the  most  excellent : 

Know,  those  are  continually  happy. 

Who  knows  the  One,  the  One,  the  One  : 

He  has  a  perfect  knowledge  of  this  and  that  world. 

Whose  heart  is  won  over  to  the  name  : 

He  knows  him,  in  whom  there  is  no  darkness. 

(4).  Who  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  comprehends  his  own  self : 

Know,  his  thirst  is  quenched. 

"Who  are  uttering  the  praise  of  Hari  in  the  society  of  the  pious  : 

Those  people  of  Hari  are  free  from  all  sickness. 

Who  day  by  day  is  extolling  the  praise  (of  Hari)  only  : 

He,  though  having  a  family,  is  free  from  worldly  concerns. 

Who  puts  his  hope  on  the  One : 

From  him  the  noose  of  Yama  is  cut  off. 

Who  in  his  heart  is  hungry  after  the  Supreme  Brahm  : 

Him  no  pain  befalls,  (says)  Nanak. 

(5).  Into  whose  heart  and  thought  Hari  comes  : 

That  saint  is  happy  and  does  not  shake.1 

On  whom  the  Lord  bestows  his  own  mercy : 

Say,  of  whom  should  that  worshipper  be  afraid  ? 

As  it  was,  so  it  appeared  (to  him) : 

In  his  own  work  he  himself  is  contained. 

Searching  and  searching  he  (the  disciple)  has  become  successful. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  whole  truth  was  comprehended. 

When  I  behold,  everything  is  the  root  (  =  the  Supreme). 

He  is  minute  and  he  is  large,  (says)  Nanak. 

(6).  He  (the  Supreme)  is  not  born  at  all  nor  does  he  die. 

He  himself  performs  his  own  works. 

He  is  coming  and  going,  visible  and  invisible. 

The  whole  creation  is  kept  in  obedience  (by  him). 

He  himself  is  in  all. 

He,  using  many  contrivances,  establishes  and  disestablishes. 

He  is  imperishable  without  any  intermission. 

He  continually  upholds  the  earth  and  the  universe. 

Inapprehensible  and  impenetable  is  the  majesty  (of)  the  Supreme  Spirit. 

(If)  he  himself  causes  (his  name)  to  be  muttered,  then  muttering  (of  it  is  made),  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  By  whom  the  Lord  is  known,  they  are  lustrous. 

All  the  world  is  saved  by  their  advice. 

The  worshippers  of  the  Lord  are  saving  all. 

The  worshippers  of  the  Lord  are  causing  pain  to  be  forgotten. 

1  3*5T%=  3^>  on  account  of  the  rhyme  (»WT%)- 
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The  merciful  one  himself  unites  (them  with  himself), 

Muttering  the  word  of  the  Guru  they  become  happy. 

To  their  service  he  applies  himself, 

On  whom,  as  endowed  with  a  great  iSt,  he  bestows  mercy. 

Muttering  the  name  he  obtains  tranquillity. 

Nanak  (says)  :  on  that  man  he  bestows  very  high  honour. 

(8).  "Whatever  he  does,  that  (is  done)  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord. 

Continually  Hari  dwells  with  (every  creature). 

What  is  naturally  done,  that  is  done." 

(Who  knows  this),  he  comprehends  the  creator. 

What  the  Lord  does,  is  sweet  to  his  people. 

As  it  was,  so  it  is  shown  (to  them) : 

"From  whom  (the  creatures)  have  sprung,  in  him  they  are  absorbed." 

He  is  the  abode  of  happiness,  with  him  they  accord. 

He  himself  gives  honour  to  himself. 

Nanak  (says)  :  know,  the  Lord  and  his  people  are  One. 

XV. 

Slok 

In  every  part  (of  the  universe)  the  Lord  is  brimful,  he  is  knowing  the  desire  (of  the  creatures). 
By  whose  remembrance  salvation  is  obtained,  to  him  ISanak  is  a  sacrifice. 


(1).  What  is  broken,  Gopal  is  joining  together  again. 

He  himself  is  the  cherisher  of  all  creatures. 

Who  in  his  heart  is  caring  for  all : 

From  him  no  one  (goes  away)  unprofited. 

0  my  heart,  mutter  always  Hari ! 

He  himself  is  the  imperishable  Lord. 

One's  own  doing  will  take  no  effect  whatever, 

Though  one  desire  it  most  eagerly.1 

Without  him  (i.e.  Hari)  nothing  is  of  any  use  to  thee. 

(Thou  wilt  obtain)  salvation  by  muttering  the  one  name  of  Hari. 

(2).  Being  beautiful  one  should  not  be  charmed  (by  it) : 

It  is  the  light  of  the  Lord,  that  shines  in  all  bodies. 

Being  rich  why  should  one  be  proud, 

As  all  wealth  is  the  gift  of  him. 

If  one  be  called  a  very  great  hero  : 

Without  the  will  of  the  Lord  where  will  he  run  ? 

If  one  be  a  liberal  donor : 

The  foolish  one  shall  know  him  as  the  giver. 

The  disease  of  whose  egotism  is  broken  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  : 

That  man  is  always  free  from  disease,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  As  a  post  is  supporting  a  house : 

So  the  word  of  the  Guru  is  supporting  the  mind. 

1  %  *T@  VTjft  35§  3"fS>  literally:    though  one  desire  it  with  a  hundred  breaths,    \n7ft  is  the 

nat.  Plur. 
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As  a  stone  being  put  into  a  boat  crosses  (the  waters)  : 

So  a  man  is  saved  by  clinging  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

As  a  lamp  is  lighting  up  the  darkness  : 

So  light  (is  kindled)  in  the  mind  by  seeing  the  sight  of  the  Guru. 

As  one  finds  a  road  in  a  great  wilderness : . 

So  by  joining  the  pious  light  shines  forth. 

The  dust  of  those  saints  I  desire. 

0  Hari,  fulfil  the  desire  of  Nanak  ! 

(4).  0  foolish  heart,  why  is  lamentation  made  (by  thee)  ? 

"What  is  written  before,  that  is  obtained. 

Pain  and  pleasure  the  Lord  is  giving. 

Giving  up  others  think  of  him  ! 

Whatever  he  does,  that  consider  as  happiness  ! 

0  ignorant  one,  why  dost  thou  wander  about  in  error  ? 

What  thing  has  come  with  thee, 

(To  which)  thou  stickest  with  delight  (like)  a  greedy  moth  ? 

Mutter  the  name  of  Earn  in  thy  heart ! 

Thou  wilt  go  (then)  with  honour  to  (his)  house,  (says)  Nanak. 

(5).  The  goods,  for  the  acquisition  of  which  thou  art  come  (into  the  world) : 

The  name  of  Ram  is  acquired  in  the  house  of  the  saints. 

Give  up  conceit  and  buy  in  (thy)  mind, 

Weigh  in  thy  heart  the  name  of  Earn  ! 

Lade  a  batch  of  goods  and  go  with  the  saints ! 

Having  given  up  other  worldly  concerns, 

Everybody  will  call  (thee)  blessed,  blessed. 

(Thy)  face  (will  be)  bright  at  the  threshold  of  Hari. 

This  traffic  some  rare  one  carries  on. 

Nanak  is  always  a  sacrifice  to  him. 

(6).  Washing  the  feet  of  the  pious  drink  (the  water,  in  which  they  were  washed) ! 

Offer  up  thy  life  to  the  pious  ! 

Make  ablution  in  the  dust  of  the  pious  ! 

Become  a  sacrifice  to  the  pious  ! 

The  service  of  the  pious  is  obtained  by  the  very  fortunate  one. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  praise  of  Hari  is  sung. 

From  many  harms  the  pious  protect. 

Who  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari  tastes  the  nectar-juice. 

Who  seizes  the  protection  of  the  saints  comes  to  the  gate  (of  Hari). 

He  obtains  all  happiness,  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  The  dead  one  He  is  vivifying. 

To  the  hungry  one  he  is  giving  food. 

In  whose  favourable  look  all  treasures  are  (contained) : 

He  bestows  what  is  apportioned  (to  man),  according  to  what  is  written  before. 

Everything  is  his,  he  is  able  to  do  (all  things). 

Besides  none  other  has  been  nor  will  be. 

0  man,  mutter  him  continually  day  and  night ! 

This  is  the  highest  and  purest  work. 

To  whom  he  gives  mercifully  the  name : 

That  man  becomes  pure,  (says)  Nanak. 
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(8).  In  whose  heart  there  is  faith  in  the  Guru  : 

Into  that  man's  mind  comes  Hari,  the  Lord. 

(That)  devotee  is  heard  of  in  the  three  worlds, 

In  whose  heart  the  One  is. 

True  is  (his)  work,  true  his  conduct, 

In  (whose)  heart  the  True  one  is,  (who)  utters  the  True  one  with  his  mouth. 

True  is  (his)  look,  true  his  impression, 

(That)  the  True  one  exists,  (that)  (his)  expansion  is  true. 

Who  considers  the  Supreme  Brahm  as  true  : 

That  man  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one,  (says)  Nanak. 

XVI. 

Slot 

He  has  no  form,  nor  mark  nor  colour  whatever,  the  Lord  is  free  from  the  three  qualities. 
Him  he  makes  comprehend  (this),  0  Nanak,  to  whom  he  is  very  propitious. 

Astpadi. 

(1).  Keep  the  eternal  Lord  in  thy  heart ! 

Give  up  affection  to  men  ! 

"No  one  at  all  is  far  from  him. 

In  all  is  incessantly  that  One. 

He  himself  is  seeing,  he  himself  is  knowing. 

He  is  deep  and  profound  and  all- wise. 

The  supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord  Govind, 

Is  the  depository  of  mercy,  compassionate  and  forgiving. 

I  will  fall  down  at  the  feet  of  thy  saints  ! 

This  desire  is  in  the  heart  of  Nanak. 

(2).  He  is  fulfilling  the  desire  of  him  who  is  joining  his  asylum. 

What  is  done  (by  him),  that  will  take  place. 

Who  takes  away  and  gives  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  : 

His  counsel  nobody  else  knows. 

In  whose  (house)  are  always  joyful  festive  occasions  : 

In  his  house  all  things  are  heard. 

In  dominion  he  is  a  king,  in  the  Yoga  he  is  a  Yogi  (Jogi). 

In  austerity  he  is  a  great  ascetic,  in  the  married  state  given  to  enjoyment. 

By  meditating  on  whom  the  devotees  obtain  happiness  : 

The  end  of  that  Supreme  Spirit  no  one  has  obtained,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  Whose  sport  cannot  be  estimated  : 

Entering  (his  estimate)  all  the  gods  were  foiled. 

What  does  the  son  know  of  the  birth  of  the  father  ? 

The  whole  (creation)  he  has  strung  into  his  string.1 

To  whom  he  gives  wisdom,  divine  knowledge  and  meditation  : 

Those  his  servants  meditate  on  the  name. 

Whom  he  leads  astray  in  the  three  qualities  : 

1  The  sense  is :  he  keeps  the  whole  creation,  he  has  made,  as  in  a  string  and  directs  it,  as  he  pleases. 
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He  is  bom  and  dies,  comes  and  goes  again. 

The  high  and  low  places  are  his. 

As  he  causes  (them)  to  he  born,  such  they  are  born,1  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  Who  has  many  forms  and  many  appearances  : 

He  makes  various  disguises,  (being  himself)  unchanging. 

An  expansion  of  various  kinds  is  made 

By  the  eternal  Lord,  who  is  always  the  same. 

In  a  moment  he  makes  various  proceedings. 

He  is  present  in  every  place. 

He  has  made  a  structure  of  various  kinds. 

His  own  estimate  he  himself  knows. 

All  creatures  are  his,  all  places  are  his. 

Nanak  lives  by  muttering  the  name  of  Hari. 

(5).  By  the  name  are  supported  all  the  creatures. 

By  the  name  are  supported  the  regions  and  the  universe. 

By  the  name  are  supported  the  Smriti,  Veda  and  Puranas. 

By  the  name  are  supported  hearing,  knowledge  and  meditation. 

By  the  name  are  supported  the  sky  and  the  nether  region. 

By  the  name  are  supported  all  forms. 

By  the  name  are  supported  the  (seven)  cities  and  all  the  worlds. 

By  the  name  they  are  saved,  having  heard  (it)  with  their  ears. 

Whom  he  mercifully  applies  to  his  name  : 

That  man  obtains  salvation  in  the  fourth  state,2  (says)  Nanak. 

(6).  (His)  form  is  true,  whose  place  is  true. 

The  Supreme  Spirit  alone  is  true  primeval  nature  (as  cause  of  the  material  world). 

(His)  work  is  true,  whose  word  is  true. 

The  true  Supreme  Spirit  is  contained  in  all. 

His  works  are  true,  whose  creation  is  true. 

True  is  his  root,  true  his  production. 

True  and  perfectly  spotless  is  what  he  does. 

Whom  he  makes  comprehend  (this),  to  him  all  is  good. 

The  true  name  of  the  Lord  is  giving  happiness. 

True  faith  (in  it)  is  obtained  from  the  Guru,  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  True  is  the  word  and  instruction  of  the  pious. 

True  are  those  men,  into  whose  heart  it  enters. 

True  is  the  attachment,  if  one  comprehend  (it). 

Who  is  muttering  the  name,  his  salvation  is  brought  about. 

He  himself  {i.e.  Hari)  is  true,  by  the  True  one  all  is  made. 

He  himself  knows  his  own  secret  thought. 

Whose  the  creation  is,  he  is  the  creator. 

Another  does  not  understand  (it),  though  he  reflect  (upon  it). 

The  right  knowledge  of  the  creator  no  creature  has. 

Nanak  (says) :  what  pleases  to  him,  that  exists. 

1  til  A  is  here  the  part,  past  of  tFTTUcm  .  v. a.,  to  bring  forth. 

2  x)0b(  I  V^  =  3"3T*WT>  the  state  of  abstraction  from  without  and  absorption  in  the  contemplation  of 
one's  own  spirit. 
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(8).  By  the  wonder  of  wonders1  they  became  astonished. 

By  whom  it  is  comprehended,  he  has  got  a  taste  of  it. 

His  people  are  steeped  in  the  colour  of  the  Lord. 

By  the  word  of  the  Guru  all  things  are  obtained  (by  them). 

They  are  the  donors  and  removers  of  pain, 

In  whose  society  the  world  crosses  (the  waters  of  existence). 

The  servant  of  his  people  is  very  fortunate. 

In  the  society  of  his  people  devout  meditation  is  bestowed  on  the  One. 

His  people  sing  the  excellences  and  praises  of  Govind. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  they  obtain  their  reward,  (says)  Nanak. 

XVII. 

8M. 

At  the  beginning  is  the  True  one,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Yuga  is  the  True  one. 
The  True  one  is,  0  Nanak,  and  will  be  also. 

Astpadl. 
(1).  His  foot  is  true,  true  who  is  touching  it  (in  adoration). 
His  worship  is  true,  true  his  worshipper. 
His  sight  is  true,  true  who  is  seeing  it. 
His  name  is  true,  true  who  is  meditating  on  it. 
He  himself  is  true,  true  every  one  who  has  (him). 
He  himself  is  the  excellences,  he  himself  is  praising  the  excellences. 
The  word  is  true,  true  the  Lord,  who  is  telling  it. 
The  hearing  is  true,  true  he  who  hears  (his)  praise. 
To  him,  who  understands,  all  is  true. 
Nanak  (says)  :  true,  true  is  that  Lord. 

(2).  By  whom  his  own  true  nature  is  acknowledged  in  his  heart : 
He  has  comprehended  the  root  of  the  cause  of  causes. 
Into  whose  heart  faith  in  the  Lord  has  come : 
In  his  mind  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  is  disclosed. 
He  is  allowed  to  dwell  without  any  fear. 
Erom  whom  he  has  sprung,  in  him  he  is  absorbed. 
The  thing,  that  is  mixed  up  with  the  thing, 
Cannot  be  called  separated  (from  it). 

(Who)  understanding  the  (right)  discrimination  (of  Brahm  from  the  objective  world)  comprehends  (it): 
He  obtains  the  One  Narayan,  (says)  Nanak. 
(3).  The  worshipper  of  the  Lord  is  obedient  to  him. 
The -worshipper  of  the  Lord  is  always  adoring  him. 
In  the  heart  of  the  worshipper  of  the  Lord  is  faith. 
The  practise  of  the  worshipper  of  the  Lord  is  spotless. 
The  worshipper  knows,  that  the  Lord  is  with  him. 
The  worshipper  of  the  Lord  is  in  love  with  the  name. 
The  worshipper  the  Lord  is  cherishing. 
The  Formless  one  preserves  (the  honour)  of  his  worshipper. 

1  f^nfTHJS  fjJTTTi  the  wonder  of  wonders  =  the  Supreme. 
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He  is  a  worshipper,  on  whom  the  Lord  bestows  mercy. 

Nanak  (says) :  that  worshipper  remembers  him  at  every  breath. 

(4).  He  himself  conceals  the  faults  of  his  people. 

He  himself  preserves  (the  honour)  of  his  worshipper  throughout. 

To  his  own  servant  he  gives  greatness. 

His  own  worshipper  he  makes  mutter  the  name. 

He  himself  preserves  the  honour  of  his  worshipper. 

No  one  apprehends  his  secret  thought. 

No  one  comes  up  to  the  worshipper  of  the  Lord. 

The  worshippers  of  the  Lord  are  higher  than  high. 

Whom  the  Lord  applies  to  his  own  worship : 

That  worshipper  becomes  manifest  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  globe),  (says)  Nanak. 

(5).  Into  a  little  worm  he  puts  ingenuity. 

Crores  and  Lakhs  of  armies  he  makes  ashes. 

"Whose  breath  he  himself  does  not  take  away  : 

Him  he  preserves  giving  him  his  hand. 

(Though)  man  be  making  efforts  of  many  kinds  : 

His  works  are  in  vain. 

(If)  he  kill,  none  other  will  protect. 

He  is  the  protector  of  all  living  beings. 

Why,  0  man,  art  thou  thoughtful  ? 

Mutter  the  inapprehensible,  the  wonderful  Lord  !  (says)  Nanak. 

(6).  Without  intermission  the  Lord  should  be  muttered  ! 

Having  drunk  nectar  this  mind  and  body  are  satiated. 

By  whom  the  jewel  of  the  name  is  obtained  : 

That  disciple  does  not  look  upon  anything  else. 

The  name  is  (his)  wealth,  the  name  is  (his)  beauty  and  delight. 

The  name  is  his  happiness,  the  name  of  Hari  (his)  companionship. 

The  people,  who  are  satiated  by  the  juice  of  the  name, 

Praise  it  (in  their)  mind  and  body  and  are  absorbed  in  the  name. 

In  rising,  sitting  and  sleeping 

The  name  is  always  of  use  to  his  people,  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  Utter  his  praise  with  (thy)  tongue  day  and  night ! 

By  the  Lord  (this)  gift  is  bestowed  on  his  own  people. 

Who  worship  him  cheerfully  in  their  heart : 

They  remain  absorbed  with  their  Lord. 

He  knows,  what  has  been  and  what  will  be. 

The  Lord  knows  his  own  order. 

Who  can  describe  his  greatness  ? 

Not  one  is  able  to  tell  his  excellences. 

In  whose  presence  the  Lord  dwells  the  eight  watches : 

Those  are  perfect  men,  (says)  Nanak. 

(8).  0  my  heart,  seize  the  protection  of  those, 

Give  thy  mind  and  body  to  those  people, 

Who  have  known  their  own  Lord ! 

Those  people  are  the  donors  of  all  things. 

In  their  asylum  thou  wilt  obtain  all  happiness. 

By  their  sight  thou  wilt  efface  all  sins. 
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Give  up  all  other  cunning  ! 

Apply  thyself  to  the  service  of  those  people  ! 

Thy  coming  and  going  will  be  stopped. 

Adore  always  the  feet  of  those  people !  (says)  Nanak. 

XVIII. 
SloL 
By  whom  the  true  Supreme  Spirit  is  known,  he  is  called  the  true  Guru. 
In  his  society  the  disciple  is  saved,  he  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari,  (says)  Mnak. 

Astpadl. 

(1).  The  true  Guru  is  cherishing  (his)  disciple. 

To  (his)  servant  the  Guru  is  always  compassionate. 

The  Guru  removes  the  filth  of  the  foolishness  of  the  disciple. 

By  means  of  the  words  of  the  Guru  he  (the  disciple)  utters  the  name  of  Hari. 

The  true  Guru  cuts  the  bonds  of  the  disciple. 

The  disciple  of  the  Guru  recedes  from  change  (of  the  mind). 

The  true  Guru  gives  to  the  disciple  the  wealth  of  the  name. 

The  disciple  of  the  Guru  is  very  fortunate. 

The  true  Guru  adjusts  for  the  disciple  this  and  that  world. 

JSTanak  (says) :  the  true  Guru  remembers  the  disciple  with  his  heart.1 

(2).  The  servant,  who  lives  in  the  house  of  the  Guru, 

Performs  the  order  of  the  Guru  with  his  heart. 

He  does  not  bring  himself  forward  in  any  way  to  notice. 

He  always  meditates  in  his  mind  on  the  name  of  Hari. 

Who  sells  his  heart  to  the  true  Guru  : 

That  servant's  affairs  are  all  right. 

Who  is  doing  service  disinterestedly  : 

He  obtains  the  Lord. 

On  whom  he  (=  the  Lord)  bestows  his  own  mercy  : 

That  disciple  gets  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  Who  wins  over  the  whole 2  heart  of  the  Guru  : 

That  disciple  knows  the  way  to  the  Lord. 

He  is  the  true  Guru,  in  whose  heart  is  the  name  of  Hari. 

Many  times  I  am  a  sacrifice  to  (that)  Guru. 

All  treasures  (are  in  him),  (he  is)  the  donor  of  the  creatures. 

The  eight  watches  he  is  steeped  in  the  colour  of  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

(His)  people  are  in  Brahm  and  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  in  (his)  people. 

In  himself  alone  (there  is)  no  error  whatever. 

By  a  thousand  dexterities  he  cannot  be  acquired. 

Nanak  (says)  :  such  a  Guru  is  obtained  by  him,  whose  lot  is  great. 

(4).  His  {i.e.  the  Guru's)  sight  is  fruitful,  who  sees  him  becomes  purified. 

Who  is  touching  (in  adoration)  his  feet,  his  walk  and  practice  (become)  spotless. 

Who  is  meeting  with  (him)  utters  the  excellences  of  Earn. 

He  goes  to  the  threshold  of  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

1  ift*H  JSTfe  *WT%,  he  remembers  him  with  his  heart  =  he  bears  him  in  his  heart. 

2  ^ffar  fy+|^,  literally:  twenty  twentieths  =  the  whole. 
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Hearing  (his)  words  the  ears  are  satiated. 

There  is  contentment  in  the  heart,  the  soul  is  assured. 

On  whom  the  perfect  Guru,  whose  mantra  is  unfailing, 

Looks  with  his  nectar-glance,  he  becomes  a  saint. 

(His)  excellences  (are)  endless,  an  estimate  (of  them)  is  not  obtained. 

JNanak  (says) :  whom  he  pleases,  him  he  unites  (with  Huri). 

(5).  The  tongue  is  one,  (his)  praises  many. 

The  true  all-filling  Supreme  Spirit 

No  man  reaches  by  discrimination  or  by  any  word. 

Unattainable,  inapprehensible  is  the  Lord,  who  enjoys  perfect  bliss. 

He  is  not  eating,  without  enmity,  bestowing  happiness. 

No  one  can  make  an  estimate  of  him. 

Many  devotees  continually  serve  him. 

They  remember  the  lotus-foot  in  their  heart. 

(I  am)  always  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  true  Guru, 

By  whose  favour  (I  am)  muttering  such  a  Lord,  (says)  Nanak. 

(6).  This  juice  of  Hari  some  (rare)  man  obtains. 

Who  drinks  (this)  nectar,  he  becomes  immortal. 

That  man  is  never  destroyed, 

In  whose  heart  his  (  =  Hari's)  excellences  are  displayed. 

(Who)  takes  the  eight  watches  the  name  of  Hari : 

To  that  worshipper  he  gives  true  instruction. 

He  does  not  come  into  contact  with  the  illusion  of  the  Maya, 

Who  keeps  in  his  mind  the  One  Hari. 

(To  him)  in  darkness  a  lamp  shines. 

Error,  illusion  and  pain  are  removed  from  him,  (says)  Nauak. 

(7).  In  heat  coolness  is  made. 

Joy  takes  place,  the  troubles  are  extinct,  0  brother ! 

The  cares  about  regeneration  and  death  are  effaced 

By  the  full  instruction  of  the  pious. 

Fear  ceases,  he  {i.e.  the  disciple)  dwells  in  a  state  of  fearlessness. 

Every  trouble  is  effaced  from  the  mind. 

Whose  he  was,  by  him  mercy  was  bestowed  (on  him), 

On  account  of  muttering  the  name  of  the  Murari  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Stability 1  is  obtained  (by  him),  wandering  and  moving  about  (in  transmigration)  has  ceased, 

After  having  heard  the  name  of  Hari  with  his  ears,  (says)  Nanak. 

(8).  He  himself  is  without  qualities  and  endowed  with  all  qualities, 

By  whose  ingenuity  the  whole  (creation)  is  deluded. 

By  the  Lord  himself  his  own  deeds  are  done. 

He  himself  gets  his  own  estimate. 

Without  Hari  there  is  none  other. 

In  all  that  One  is  unintermittingly. 

He  is  thoroughly  contained  in  (every)  form  and  appearance. 

(These)  explications  are  made  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

The  creation  (of  the  world)  is  made  and  upheld  by  his  own  skill. 

Nanak  is  many  times  a  sacrifice  (to  him). 

1  fwf3>  stability,  as  opposed  to  wandering  about  in  transmigration. 
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XIX. 

Slok. 

Nothing  goes  with  (man)  except  the*rorship  (of  Hari),  the  whole  visible  world  is  (but)  ashes. 
To  acquire  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  this  is  the  best  wealth,  (says)  Nanak. 

Astpadi. 
(1).  Joining  the  saints  make  reflection  ! 
Remember  the  one  name,  (it  is)  a  support ! 
Forget  all  other  contrivances,  0  friend ! 
Keep  the  lotus-foot  in  thy  heart  and  breast ! 
That  powerful  Lord  is  the  cause  of  causes. 
Seize  firmly  the  name  of  Hari,  (it  is  the  best)  thing ! 
Acquire  this  wealth  and  thou  wilt  be  fortunate  ! 
The  counsel  of  the  saints  is  spotless. 
Rely  in  thy  heart  on  the  One  ! 
All  thy  diseases  will  be  done  away,  (says)  Nanak. 

(2).  The  wealth,  for  whose  sake  thou  runnest  to  the  four  quarters  (of  the  earth), 
Thou  wilt  obtain  by  the  service  of  Hari. 
The  happiness,  which  thou  always  desirest,  0  friend, 
(Thou  wilt  obtain)  by  love  to  the  pious. 
The  splendour,  for  whose  sake  thou  dost  good  works, 
(Thou  wilt  obtain),  if  thou  flee  to  the  asylum  of  Hari. 
By  many  contrivances  (thy)  sickness  does  not  cease. 
(Thy)  sickness  is  done  away  by  applying  the  medicine  of  Hari. 
The  greatest  treasure  is  the  name  of  Hari. 

By  muttering  it  (thou  wilt  be)  approved  at  the  threshold,  (says)  Nanak. 
(3).  Instruct  thy  mind  in  the  name  of  Hari ! 

(Thy  mind),  that  is  running  to  the  ten  directions  (of  the  globe),  will  come  to  rest. 
No  harm  whatever  will  befall  him, 
In  whose  heart  that  Hari  dwells. 
The  Kali-yug  is  hot,  the  name  of  Hari  is  cool. 
Continually  remembering  it  thou  wilt  obtain  happiness. 
(Thy)  fear  is  destroyed,  thy  hope  fulfilled. 
Who  by  devoutness  and  attachment  is  enlightening  himself : 
To  his  house  comes  the  imperishable  one  and  dwells  therein. 
Nanak  (says)  :  (from  him)  the  noose  of  Tama  is  cut  off. 
(4).  "Who  is  discussing  the  truth,  he  is  a  true  man.  • 
Who  is  regenerated  and  dies,  is  quite  an  unskilful  person. 
Coming  and  going  are  effaced  by  serving  the  Lord, 
By  giving  up  one's  own  self  in  the  asylum  of  the  Gurdev. 
Thus  one's  life,  the  jewel,  is  saved, 
By  continually  remembering  Hari,  the  support  of  life. 
By  many  contrivances  (people)  are  not  emancipated, 
(Nor)  by  reflecting  on  the  Smriti,  the  Shastras  and  the  Vedas. 
Perform  worship  to  Hari  with  thy  mind  ! 
And  thou  wilt  obtain  the  fruit,  thou  art  desiring,  (says)  Nanak. 
(5).  Thy  wealth  will  not  go  with  thee. 
Why  art  thou  (then)  clinging  to  it,  0  foolish  heart? 
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Son,  friends,  family  and  wife  : 

Say,  -which  of  them  wilt  thou  have  for  a  protector  ? 

Dominions  and  merriments  and  plenty  of  worldly  goods  : 

Say,  what  deliverance  (comes)  from  them  ? 

Horses,  elephants  and  riding  on  chariots, 

Is  a  vain  ostentation,  a  vain  display. 

By  whom  (all  these  things)  were  given,  him  he  does  not  comprehend,  (he  is)  a  stranger  (to  him). 

Having  forgotten  the  name  he  repents  (of  it),  (says)  Nanak. 

(6).  0  ignorant  one,  take  thou  the  instruction  of  the  Guru ! 

"Without  worship  (of  Hari)  many  clever  ones  have  been  drowned. 

0  friend,  worship  Hari  in  thy  heart ! 

Thy  intellect  will  become  pure. 

Xeep  the  lotus-foot  in  thy  mind  ! 

The  sins  of  (thy)  various  births  will  go  off. 

Mutter  thyself,  and  make  others  mutter  the  name  ! 

By  continually  hearing  and  uttering  (it)  thou  wilt  obtain  salvation. 

The  truly  existing  of  all  things  '  is  the  name  of  Hari. 

Sing  his  excellences  with  natural  ease  !  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  Singing  his  excellences  thy  filth  will  go  off. 

The  poison  of  egotism  and  wickedness  departs. 

Thou  becomest  free  from  cares  and  wilt  dwell  in  happiness, 

Remembering  at  every  breath  and  morsel  the  name  of  Hari. 

Give  up  all  cunning,  0  my  heart ! 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  thou  wilt  obtain  true  wealth. 

Make  it  thy  business  to  collect  the  capital  of  Hari ! 

Here  (thou  wilt  have)  happiness  and  at  the  threshold  applause. 

He  sees  in  all  constantly  the  One, 

On  whose  forehead  (this)  destiny  (is  written),  (says)  Nanak. 

(8).  Mutter  the  One,  praise  the  One  ! 

Eemember  the  One,  recite  the  One  in  (thy)  mind  ! 

Sing  the  excellences  of  the  One,  who  is  endless  ! 

In  heart  and  body  mutter  the  One  Lord ! 

Hari  himself  is  the  only  One. 

The  Lord  is  brimfully  contained  (in  all). 

Many  expansions  have  emanated  from  the  One. 

Adoring  the  One  (thy)  sins  are  gone. 

In  the  mind  and  body  the  One  Lord  is  sporting. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  One  is  known,  (says)  Nanak. 

XX. 

Slot 
Wandering  and  wandering  about  (I)  have  come  and  fallen  on  thy  asylum,  0  Lord ! 
0  Lord,  this  is  the  prayer  of  Nanak  :  apply  (me)  to  thy  worship  ! 

Asfpail. 
(1).  The  beggar,  0  Lord,  asks  a  gift. 
Mercifully  give  (me)  the  name  of  Hari ! 

1  Tra?3  =  Sansk.  ^pfHrT- 
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I  ask  for  the  dust  of  the  pious  people. 

0  Supreme  Brahm,  fulfil  my  desire  ! 
Continually  I  sing  the  excellences  of  the  Lord. 
At  every  breath  I  meditate  on  thee,  U  Lord ! 

1  entertain  love  to  the  lotus-foot. 
I  worship  the  Lord  continually. 

The  One  is  (my)  refuge,  the  One  (my)  support. 

Nanak  begs,  that  he  may  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord ! 

(2).  By  the  favourable  glance  of  the  Lord  great  happiness  is  obtained. 

Some  rare  one  gets  the  juice  of  Hari. 

Those  people  are  satiated,  by  whom  it  is  tasted. 

They  are  perfect  men  and  are  no  more  vacillating. 

They  are  entirely  filled  with  love,  affection  and  inclination. 

Desire  (after  Hari)  springs  up  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

They  fall  on  (his)  asylum  giving  up  all  others. 

In  their  heart  (there  is)  light,  daily  devout  meditation  is  made. 

By  the  very  fortunate  one  that  Lord  is  muttered. 

Nanak  (says)  :  who  is  attached  to  the  name,  obtains  comfort. 

(3).  The  desire  of  the  worshipper  is  fulfilled. 

From  the  true  Guru  he  obtains  spotless  instruction. 

To  his  servant  the  Lord  becomes  merciful. 

(His)  worshipper  is  always  made  exalted. 

Cutting  (his)  bonds  (his)  servant  is  made  free. 

Begeneration  and  death,  pain  and  error  are  gone. 

His  wish  is  granted,  all  his  desire  is  fulfilled. 

He  (Hari)  dwells  always  with  him  in  his  presence. 

"Whose  he  (  =  the  servant)  was,  by  him  he  is  united  (with  himself). 

Nanak  (says)  :  by  devotion  he  is  absorbed  in  the  name. 

(4).  "Why  should  he  be  forgotten,  who  does  not  break  (one's)  work  ?  ' 

"Why  should  he  be  forgotten,  who  is  acknowledging  one's  work  ? 

"Why  should  he  be  forgotten,  by  whom  everything  is  given  ? 

"Why  should  he  be  forgotten,  who  is  the  life  of  the  creatures  ? 

"Why  should  he  be  forgotten,  who  preserves  in  the  midst  of  fire  ? 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  some  rare  one  apprehends  him. 

"Why  should  he  be  forgotten,  who  draws  out  from  poison  ? 

(Who)  reunites  him,  who  had  broken  away  (from  him)  through  various  births. 

By  the  perfect  Guru  this  truth  is  taught. 

By  Nanak,  the  servant,  his  own  Lord  is  meditated  upon. 

(5).  0  holy  friend,  do  this  work  ! 

Giving  up  others  mutter  the  name  of  Hari ! 

Remembering  it  continually  thou  wilt  obtain  happiness. 

Mutter  it  thyself  and  make  others  mutter  the  name  ! 

By  devotion  and  love  the  world  is  crossed. 

Without  devotion  (to  Hari)  the  body  will  be  ashes. 

1  WR5  75  d!AtM>  literally:  not  to  break  one's  work,  i.e.  not  to  let  pass  unrequited.  *l(T35  ^IAcNI 
is  a  Hindi  translation  of  the  Sansk.  WH^  =  unthankful,  and  the  following  oftjlfT  tTT?>  of  the  Sansk.  fftHJ 
=  thankful. 
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The  depository  of  all  welfare  and  happiness  is  the  name. 

The  drowning  one  gets  rest. 

All  trouhles  are  extinguished. 

Nanak  (says) :  mutter  the  name,  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences  ! 

(6).  Affection,  love,  inclination  and  desire  spring  up  (in  him), 

In  (whose)  mind  and  body  this  very  relish  is. 

Seeing  (his)  sight  with  the  eyes  happiness  is  obtained. 

The  mind  becomes  joyful  by  washing  the  feet  of  the  pious. 

In  the  heart  and  body  of  the  devotees  is  pleasure. 

Some  rare  one  obtains  (their)  society. 

In  mercy  the  one  thing  is  given  (to  him), 

Who  mutters  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  name. 

His  greatness  cannot  be  told, 

Who  is  contained  in  all,  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  The  Lord  is  forgiving  and  merciful  to  the  poor. 

Compassionate  to  the  devotees  and  always  kind. 

Govind  Gopal  is  the  friend  of  the  friendless, 

Making  and  cherishing  all  creatures. 

The  primeval  divine  male,  the  cause  of  causes. 

The  support  of  the  life  of  (his)  devotees. 

Whoever  mutters  him,  he  becomes  purified. 

(Whom)  he  applies  to  devoutness,  (his)  mind  is  directed  (on  him). 

We  are  devoid  of  virtues,  low,  ignorant. 

Nanak  (has  fled)  to  thy  asylum,  0  Supreme  Spirit,  0  Lord  ! 

(8).  All  obtain  paradise  (and)  final  emancipation, 

By  whom  the  excellences  of  Hari  are  sung  one  moment. 

(They  get)  many  royal  enjoyments  and  greatness, 

To  whose  mind  the  story  of  the  name  of  Hari  is  pleasing. 

(They  have)  many  enjoyments,  clothes  and  joyful  songs, 

(Whose)  tongue  is  continually  muttering :  Hari,  Hari ! 

(Their)  practice  is  virtuous,  they  have  splendour  and  wealth, 

(In  whose)  heart  the  mantra  of  the  perfect  Guru  dwells. 

0  Lord,  let  me  dwell  in  the  society  of  the  pious  ! 

All  happiness  (is  there)  displayed,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXI. 

Slok. 

He  himself  is  endowed  with  all  qualities  and  without  any  qualities,  formless,  sunk  in  objectless, 
deep  meditation. 

By  himself  (all)  is  created  and  he  himself  also  is  muttering  (in  adoration). 

Ant 


(1).  When  this  (human)  form  is  no  longer  seen : 

Then  demerit  and  merit  whence  does  it  spring  ? 

When  by  himself  objectless,  deep  meditation  '  is  kept  up  : 


1  *fe  4-f-l  I  Tm  ;  Vfti  (TP3f),  empty,  devoid,  not  directed  to  any  object,  as  there  is  not  anything',  but  the 
supreme,  primeval  being. 
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Then  with  whom  do  they  make  enmity  and  opposition  ? 

When  no  colour  nor  mark  of  man  is  known  : ] 

Then,  say,  whom  does  joy  and  grief  fill  ? 

"When  the  Supreme  Brahm  himself  is  (man's)  own  self : 

Then  where  is  illusion  ?  who  is  led  astray  by  error  ? 

His  own  sport  is  carried  on  by  himself. 

Nanak  (says)  :  there  is  no  other  creator. 

(2).  When  the  Lord  alone  is  the  master  (of  all)  : 

Then  say,  whom  shall  I  account  bound  (or)  free  ? 

When  Hari  alone  is  unattainable,  endless  : 

Then  what  descent  is  there  to  hell  (or)  heaven  ? 

When  the  Lord  is  destitute  of  qualities  by  his  innate  nature  : 

Then  say,  in  which  place  is  the  energy  of  Shiva  ? 

When  he  himself  applies  his  own  light : 2 

Then  who  is  fearless,  who  is  afraid  of  any  one  ? 

He  himself  is  doing  his  own  works. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  Lord  is  unattainable,  endless. 

(3).  When  he  himself  is  imperishable,  dwelling  in  happiness  : 

Then  say,  where  is  regeneration  and  death  and  destruction  ? 

When  the  creator,  that  Lord,  is  omnipresent : 

Then  say,  who  should  entertain  fear  of  Tama  ? 

When  the  Lord  alone  is  not  passing  and  inapprehensible : 

Then  from  whom  should  Citragupta  ask  an  account  ? 

When  the  Lord  is  free  from  all  darkness,  inapprehensible,  unfathomable : 

Then  who  are  set  free,  who  are  bound  with  fetters  ? 

He  himself  is  wonderful  in  himself. 

Nanak  (says) :  his  own  form  is  procured  by  himself. 

(4).  When  there  is  the  Supreme  pure  Spirit,  the  king  of  men  : 

Then,  say,  what  is  (one)  washing  in  the  absence  of  filth  ? 

When  there  is  he,  who  is  free  from  all  darkness,  formless,  absorbed  in  himself : 

Then  for  whom  (should  there  be)  regard,  of  whom  (should  one  be)  proud  ? 

When  there  is  only  the  form  of  the  Lord  of  the  universe : 

Then,  say,  to  whom  should  stick  fraud  (and)  blemish  ? 

When  that,  which  bears  the  form  of  light,3  is  re-absorbed  in  light : 

Then  who  should  be  hungry,  who  should  be  satiated  ? 

The  creator  is  the  cause  of  causes. 

Nanak  (says)  :  there  is  no  estimate  of  the  creator. 

(5).  When  his  own  glory  is  laid  out  (by)  himself  with  (one) : 

Then  who  is  his  mother,  father,  friend,  son  and  brother  ? 

When  he  himself,  who  is  accomplished  in  every  skill,  (is  in  one)  : 

Then  what  is  he  gathering  (from)  the  Veda  or  the  book  ? 4 

1  fy+|  57,  of  this  one  =  man.    The  sense  is :  when  all  human  individuality  is  absorbed. 
1  ^fj,  light,  as  the  principle  of  life  in  all  creatures. 

"  ij^fj  JTJJT-ft'j  bearing  or  having  the  form,  qualities  of  (divine)  light,  i.e.  the  creature  is  re-absorbed  in 
the  fountain  of  light. 

4  53"Er=  <_>ls£    the  book,  i.e.  the  Qur'an. 
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When  he  himself  puts  his  own  self  into  (one's)  breast : 

"What  should  he  reflect  on  good  or  ill  omens  ? 

"When  he  himself  is  high,  he  himself  is  near : 

Then  who  shall  be  called  Lord,  who  servant? 

(We  are)  astonished  at  the  wonder  of  wonders. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  knows  his  own  state. 

(6).  When  the  undeceivable,  the  indivisible,  the  impenetrable  one  is  contained  (in  one); 

Whom  will  then  the  Maya  penetrate  ? 

He  himself  (gives)  order  to  himself. 

The  three  qualities  do  not  affect  (him). 

When  the  One  Lord  only  is  (in  one) : 

Then  who  is  free  from  care,  whom  does  care  befall  ? 

When  his  own  assurance  of  himself  (is  in  one) : 

Then  who  speaks,  who  is  the  hearer  ? 

He  is  quite  boundless,  higher  than  high. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  comes  up  to  himself. 

(7).  When  by  himself  the  form  of  the  world  is  created, 

And  laid  out  in  the  three  qualities : 

Then  religious  demerit  and  merit,  what  is  it  ? 

One  he  makes  desire  hell  and  another  heaven. 

(There  is)  the  useless  entanglement  and  trouble  of  the  Maya. 

(There  is)  the  burden  (of)  selfishness,  spiritual  blindness,  error  and  fear. 

(There  is)  pain  and  pleasure,  honour  and  dishonour, 

(Which)  are  explained  in  different  ways. 

(But)  he  himself  makes  and  beholds  his  own  sport. 

(When)  the  sport  is  closed,  there  remains  (only)  the  One,  (says)  Nanak. 

(8).  When  he  himself  is  not  passing  away,  then  (his)  devotee  (also  is  not  passing  away). 

When  the  expansion  (of  the  world)  is  spread  out,  (it  is  done  for)  the  glory  of  the  saints. 

He  himself  is  the  owner  of  both  sides  (=both  worlds). 

Their  beauty  is  made  by  him. 

He  himself  makes  sports,  pleasures  and  frolics. 

He  himself  is  given  to  enjoyments  uninterruptedly. 

Whom  he  pleases,  him  he  applies  to  his  own  name. 

What  he  pleases,  that  play  he  plays. 

No  estimate  can  be  made  of  him,  he  is  unfathomable,  unmeasurable,  not  to  be  weighed. 

Nanak,  his  slave,  speaks,  as  he  makes  (him)  speak. 

XXII. 

Slot 
0  Lord  of  all  creatures,  thou  thyself  art  existing ! 
Nanak  (says) :  the  One  is  spread  out,  where  is  another  to  be  seen  ? 

Asfpadz. 

(1).  He  himself  speaks  and  he  himself  is  hearing. 

He  himself  is  One  and  he  himself  is  expansion  (=  multiplicity). 

When  it  pleases  him,  he  produces  a  creation. 

By  his  own  decree  he  absorbs  it  (again). 

Without  thee  nothing  whatever  is  done. 

The  whole  world  thou  stringest  into  thy  string. 
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"Whom  thou,  0  Lord,'instruotest  thyself: 

That  man  gets  the  true  name. 

He  looks  on  all  things  as  the  same,  who  knows  the  truth. 

The  whole  creation  he  is  overcoming,*says)  Nanak. 

(2).  All  creatures  are  in  his  hands. 

He  is  merciful  to  the  poor,  the  friend  of  the  friendless. 

Whom  he  protects,  him  no  one  kills. 

He  is  dead,  whom  he  forgets  from  his  mind. 

Having  given  him  up  where  else  should  one  go  ? 

Above  all  is  the  One  king,  in  whom  there  is  no  darkness. 

In  whose  hand  is  all  the  management  of  the  creatures : 

Him  know  (as  being)  with  thee  inside  and  outside  ! 

He  is  the  depository  of  all  excellences,  endless  and  boundless. 

Nanak,  his  slave,  is  always  a  sacrifice  (to  him). 

(3).  The  merciful  one  is  omnipresent. 

He  is  compassionate  to  all. 

He  himself  knows  his  own  actions. 

The  inward  governor  is  continually  contained  (in  all). 

He  cherishes  creatures  of  many  kinds. 

"Whatever  is  made  by  him,  of  that  he  thinks. 

Whom  he  pleases,  him  he  unites  (with  himself). 

Who  worships  (him)  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari, 

Who  trusting  in  him  in  his  mind  obeys  him  : 

By  him  the  One  creator  is  known  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  Who  clings  to  the  One  name  of  Hari : 

That  man's  hope  does  not  remain  unfulfilled. 

To  the  servant  (of  Hari)  the  service  (of  Hari)  is  pleasing. 

By  understanding  (Hari's)  order  he  obtains  the  highest  step. 

Nothing  higher  can  be  imagined  than  he, 

In  whose  mind  dwells  he,  who  is  void  of  all  darkness  (=  the  Supreme). 

Breaking  their  fetters  they  become  friendly  to  all, 

Who  day  by  day  worship  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

In  this  world  they  are  easy  and  in  the  other  world  happy, 

Whom  Hari,  the  Lord  himself,  unites  (with  himself),  (says)  Nanak. 

(5).  Join  the  society  of  the  pious  and  be  happy ! 

Sing  the  excellences  of  the  Lord,  the  supreme  bliss ! 

Reflect  on  the  truth  of  the  name  of  Bam  ! 

Save  (thy  human)  body,  which  is  hard  to  obtain ! 

Sing  the  nectar- words,  the  excellences  of  Hari ! 

The  crossing  of  thy  life,  this  is  (thy)  object. 

Behold  the  Lord  always  (as  being)  near  (to  thee) ! 

Thy  ignorance  will  be  effaced,  thy  darkness  be  extinguisher). 

Hear  (this)  instruction  and  make  it  dwell  in  (thy)  heart ! 

And  thou  wilt  obtain  the  fruits,  thy  heart  desires. 

(6).  Adjust  both,  this  and  that  world, 

By  keeping  the  name  of  Earn  in  thy  breast ! 

The  initiation  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  perfect. 

In  whose  heart  it  dwells,  by  him  the  True  one  is  verified  (in  his  own  person). 
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Mutter  with  devout  meditation  the  name  in  (thy)  heart  and  body ! 

Pain,  trouble  and  fear  will  depart  from  thy  mind. 

0  trafficker,  carry  on  a  true  traffic  ! 

Thy  batch  of  goods  will  get  safely  to  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

Keep  in  thy  heart  reliance  on  the  One  ! 

And  thou  wilt  not  come  nor  go  again,  (says)  Nanak. 

(7).  Away  from  him  whereto  will  one  go  ? 

One  is  saved  by  meditating  on  the  preserver. 

Who  mutters  the  fearless  (Hari),  all  his  fear  is  effaced. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  man  is  emancipated. 

"Whom  the  Lord  protects,  he  suffers  no  pain. 

In  the  heart  of  him,  who  is  muttering  the  name,  happiness  springs  up. 

Anxiety  goes,  selfishness  is  effaced. 

No  one  is  coming  up  to  that  man. 

On  (whose)  head  the  Guru,  the  hero,  is  standing  : 

His  affairs  are  accomplished,  (says)  Nanak. 

(8).  "Whose  intelligence  is  perfect,  whose  glance  is  nectar  : 

Seeing  his  sight  the  creation  is  saved. 

Whose  lotus-feet  are  incomparable  : 

His  sight  is  fruitful ;  beautiful  is  the  form  of  Hari. 

Blessed  is  (his)  service,  approved  of  is  (his)  servant. 

The  inward  governor,  the  primeval  divine  male, 

In  whose  heart  he  dwells,  he  becomes  exalted. 

Death  does  not  come  near  him. 

They  become  immortal  and  attain  the  dignity  of  immortality, 

Who  in  the  society  of  the  pious  meditate  on  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXIII. 

Slolc. 
The  collyrium  of  divine  knowledge,  that  is  extinguishing  ignorance  and  darkness,   is  given  by 
the  Guru. 

(With  whom)  by  the  mercy  of  Hari  the  saints  have  met,  in  (his)  mind  (there  is)  light. 


(1).  In  the  society  of  the  saints  the  Lord  is  seen  (as  being)  within  (one). 

The  name  of  the  Lord  becomes  sweet. 

Everything  is  in  the  One  vessel, 

Which  appears  under  many  various  forms. 

The  name  of  the  Lord  is  nectar  (and)  the  nine  treasures. 

His  place  of  rest  is  in  the  (human)  soul. 

(Where  there  is)  deep  abstract  meditation,  there  the  unbeaten  sound  (is  heard). 

The  wonder  and  astonishment  cannot  be  told.1 

By  him  it  is  seen,  to  whom  he  himself  shows  it. 

Nanak  (says) :  that  man  gets  a  right  knowledge  (of  it). 

(2).  That  endless  one  is  inside  and  outside. 

In  everybody  the  Lord  is  contained  : 

'  (\|*l«frc  =  f^WTT)  d  being  here  a  meaningless  alliteration  (not  fSTTHT^;  adj.,  astonished). 
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In  earth,  heaven  and  the  nether  region. 

All  the  worlds  the  oherisher  is  filling. 

In  tree,  grass  and  mountain  is  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

As  his  order  is,  so  it  is  done. 

He  is  in  wind,  water,  fire. 

He  is  contained  in  the  four  quarters  and  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  earth). 

Without  him  there  is  no  place. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Ghiru  Eanak  obtains  happiness. 

(3).  Behold,  in  the  Veda,  the  Puranas,  the  Smriti, 

In  the  moon,  sun  and  stars  is  the  One. 

The  praise  of  the  Lord  every  one  utters. 

He  himself  is  immovable,  he  never  moves  to  and  fro. 

Practising  all  ingenuity  he  plays  his  play. 

By  no  estimate  he  is  reached,  he  is  inestimable  in  qualities. 

Whose  light  is  in  all  (created)  light : 

(That)  Lord  is  supporting  (all)  lengthwise  and  crosswise. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  error  is  destroyed. 

This  faith  has  ISanak  in  him. 

(4).  What  the  saints  behold,  that  is  all  Brahm. 

In  the  view  of  the  saints  all  is  virtue. 

What  the  saints  hear,  that  is  a  good  word. 

They  are  absorbed  with  the  all-pervading  Ram. 

This  is  the  custom  of  him,  by  whom  he  (Ram)  is  known. 

True  are  all  the  words,  the  pious  are  uttering. 

Whatever  happens,  that  they  consider  as  happiness. 

(Because)  they  know  the  Lord  (as)  the  cause  of  causes. 

Inside  as  well  as  outside  he  abides. 

Hanak  (says):  all,  who  have  seen  (his)  sight,  are  fascinated1  (thereby). 

(5).  He  himself  is  true  and  true  is  all  his  work. 

From  that  Lord  all  the  creation  has  sprung. 

If  it  pleases  him,  he  makes  an  expansion. 

If  it  pleases  him,  he  is  of  one  form  (only).2 

(His)  manifold  ingenuity  cannot  be  apprehended. 

Whom  he  pleases,  he  unites  (with  himself). 

Who  can  be  called  near,  who  far  ? 

He  himself  is  omnipresent. 

Whom  he  lets  know  his  secret  mind  : 

That  man  he  himself  makes  comprehend  (the  truth),  says  Nanak. 

(6).  In  all  creatures  he  himself  is  abiding. 

He  himself  is  seeing  all  with  his  eyes. 

Whose  body  the  whole  (world)  is : 

He  hears  himself  his  own  praise. 

He  has  made  one  sport  of  coming  and  going.3 

1  i^j^  =  i^,  on  account  of  the  rhyme  (€vfty 

2  The  sense  is :  he  re-absorbs  all  into  himself. 

3  The  sense  is:  it  his  sport  or  pleasure,  that  creatures  come  and  go. 
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The  Maya  is  made  obedient  (to  him). 

In  the  midst  of  all  he  remains  uncontaminated. 

"Whatever  is  to  be  said,  that  he  says  himself. 

By  (his)  order  (one)  comes,  by  (his)  order  (one)  goes. 

Nanak  (says) :  whom  he  pleases,  him  he  re-absorbs. 

(7).  "What  comes  from  him,  is  not  bad. 

Say,  is  by  anybody  else  anything  done  ? 

He  himself  is  good  and  his  work  is  very  good. 

He  himself  knows  what  is  in  his  own  mind. 

He  himself  is  true  and  all  (his)  practice  is  true. 

Lengthwise  and  crosswise  he  is  absorbed  with  himself. 

His  secret  mind  cannot  be  told. 

If  there  would  be  somebody  else,  information  would  be  got. 

All  that  he  does,  is  real. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  Nanak  knows  this. 

(8).  Who  knows  (him),  to  him  always  happiness  accrues. 

That  Lord  himself  unites  (him  with  himself). 

He  is  rich,  noble  and  honoured, 

Emancipated  whilst  living,  in  whose  heart  the  Lord  is. 

It  is  good  fortune,  good  fortune,  good  fortune,  that  the  man  has  come, 

By  whose  favour  the  whole  world  is  saved.1 

This  is  the  object  of  the  coming  of  (that)  man, 

(That)  in  the  society  of  the  man  the  name  may  come  into  (one's)  mind. 

He  himself  is  emancipated  and  he  makes  the  world  (also)  emancipated. 

To  that  man  reverence  (should)  always  (be  made),  (says)  Nanak. 

XXIV. 
SM. 
(By  whom)  the  perfect  Lord,  whose  name  is  perfect,  is  adored  : 
He  obtains  the  perfect  one  by  singing  the  excellences  of  the  perfect  one,  (says)  Nanak. 

Astpadi. 

(1).  Hear  the  instruction  of  the  perfect  Guru  ! 

Behold  the  Supreme  Brahm  as  being  near  (thee) ! 

At  every  breath  remember  Govind  ! 

The  anxiety  of  (thy)  mind  will  (then)  cease. 

Give  up  the  transitory  wave  of  hope  ! 

Ask  in  thy  heart  for  the  dust  of  the  saints  ! 

Giving  up  thy  own  self  make  supplication, 

(That)  in  the  society  of  the  pious  thou  mayest  cross  the  ocean  of  fire  ! 

Fill  (thy)  store-room  with  the  wealth  of  Hari ! 

(Pay)  reverence  to  the  perfect  Guru  !  (says)  Nanak. 

(2).  Happiness,  welfare,  quiet  and  joy  (will  accrue  to  thee), 

(If)  thou  worship  the  supreme  bliss  (=the  Supreme)  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Do  away  with  hell  and  save  (thy)  soul ! 

Drink  the  nectar-juice  of  the  excellences  of  Govind  ! 

1  Baba  Nanak  is  here  understood. 
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Think  in  thy  mind  of  the  One  Narayan, 

Whose  One  form  has  many  appearances ! 

Gopal  Damodar  is  kind  to  the  poor, 

Destroying  pain  and  perfectly  compassionate. 

Remember,  remember  continually  the  name  ! 

It  is  the  support  of  the  creatures,  (says)  Nanak. 

(3).  The  highest  Sl5ks  are  the  words  of  the  pious. 

They  are  priceless  rubies  and  gems. 

Who  is  hearing  and  doing  them,  is  saved. 

He  himself  crosses  and  makes  also  the  people  cross. 

Fruitful  is  his  life,  fruitful  his  society, 

In  whose  heart  love  to  Hari  dwells. 

All  hail!  the  unbeaten  sound  resounds  (in  him). 

Hearing,  hearing  it  he  is  happy :  the  Lord  is  manifested  (in  him). 

Gopal  is  manifested  in  the  head  of  the  holy  man. 

Nanak  (says)  :  in  his  society  (people)  are  saved. 

(4).  Who  hearing  of  him  and  being  needy  of  protection  come  to  his  asylum  : 

Them  the  Lord  himself  mercifully  unites  (with  himself). 

Enmities  are  extinguished,  they  become  the  dust  of  all. 

The  nectar-name  they  take  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

The  Gurdev  becomes  very  propitious  to  them. 

The  service  of  the  worshippers  is  accomplished. 

Prom  useless  embarrassment  and  change  (of  the  mind)  they  are  freed. 

Having  heard  the  name  of  Earn  they  utter  it  with  their  tongue. 

The  Lord  bestows  favour  and  mercy  (on  them). 

Nanak  (says)  :  our  trip  is  accomplished. 

(5).  Praise  the  Lord,  0  holy  friend  ! 

Attentively  and  exclusively  think  (of  him) ! 

(In)  the  Sukhmani  (is)  tranquillity ;  praise  the  qualities  of  Govind ! 

In  whose  mind  he  dwells,  he  becomes  (his)  receptacle. 

All  his  desire  becomes  fulfilled. 

He  becomes  known  as  the  first  man  in  all  the  world. 

He  gets  the  highest  place. 

He  is  not  subject  again  to  coming  and  going. 

That  man  departs,  having  acquired  the  wealth  of  Hari, 

To  whom  it  is  allotted,  (says)  Nanak. 

(6);  Welfare,  tranquillity,  the  nine  treasures, 

Intelligence,  divine  knowledge,  all  perfections  are  his. 

Science,  austerity,  spiritual  devotion,  meditation  on  the  Lord, 

The  best  knowledge,  the  most  excellent  ablution, 

The  four  desirable  objects  (of  human  life),  the  opening  of  the  lotus  (of  the  heart), 

Indifference  to  all  in  the  midst  of  all  (are  his). 

He  is  beautiful,  clever,  a  knower  of  truth, 

Looking  on  all  things  as  the  same,  directing  his  look  on  the  One. 

These  fruits  has  he,  who  with  his  mouth  utters 

The  name,  (says)  Guru  Nanak,  and  in  his  heart  hears  (these)  words. 

(7).  If  one  mutter  this  treasure  in  his  mind: 

His  salvation  is  brought  about  in  all  the  Tugas. 
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The  excellences  of  Govind,  meditation  on  the  name  and  praise  (of  it), 

Are  expounded  by  the  Smriti,  the  Shastras,  the  Vedas  and  the  Puranas. 

The  object  of  all  instruction  is  solely  the  name  of  Hari. 

In  the  mind  of  the  devotee  of  Govind  is  tranquillity. 

Crores  of  sins  are  effaced  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  saints  he  is  rescued  from  Tama. 

On  whose  forehead  (this)  destiny  is  written  by  the  Lord  : 

Those  come  to  the  asylum  of  the  pious,  (says)  ISanak. 

(8).  In  whose  heart  it  (  =  the  name)  dwells  and  who  hears  it  with  affection  : 

Into  his  mind  the  Lord  Hari  comes. 

He  removes  the  pain  of  regeneration  and  death. 

The  body,  which  is  bard  to  obtain,  he  saves  at  once. 

Spotless  is  his  lustre,  nectar  is  his  speech, 

In  whose  heart  the  One  name  is  contained. 

Pain,  disease,  fear  and  error  are  extinguished. 

The  name  of  the  pious  is  pure,  (pure  are)  his  works. 

His  splendour  is  raised  above  all, 

"Who  considers  it  a  pleasure  '  to  recite  this  name  (of  Hari),  (says)  Nanak. 


KAGTT    GATTBI;    THITI;'    MAHALA    V. 
Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I. 

Slok. 

The  Lord,  the  creator,  is  present  throughout  in  water,  earth  and  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
The  One,  whose  form  is  one,  is  spread  out  having  become  of  many  kinds,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paurl. 

On  the  first  (lunar  day)  worship  the  Lord,  whose  form  is  one,  meditating  on  him  ! 
Becite  Govind,  Gopal,  the  Lord,  fall  on  the  asylum  of  Hari  the  king  ! 
From  him  (comes)  protection,  welfare  and  happiness,  by  whom  everything  is  made. 
In  the  four  corners,  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  earth)  I  have  wandered  about :  without  him  there 
is  none  other. 

The  Vedas,  the  Puranas  and  the  Smriti  were  heard  (by  me),  I  reflect  in  many  ways  : 
The  deliverer  of  the  sinners,  the  destroyer  of  fear,  the  ocean  of  happiness  is  the  formless  one. 
He  is  bountiful  and  giving  enjoyments;  with  him  there  is  no  other  place. 
What  Nanak  desires,  that  he  obtains  by  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

Pause. 
The  praise  of  Govind  should  always  be  sung ! 
Joining  the  society  of  the  pious  he  should  be  worshipped,  0  my  friend  ! 

1  JTfcf  %{ffi  =  JTfcf  lTfe*KT>  oa  account  of  the  rhyme. 

2  fqHj>  s-f-  a  lunar  date  or  day  of  the  lunar  period  of  fifteen  days. 
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II. 

Slolc. 
Perform  worship  many  times,  fall  omithe  asylum  of  Hari  the  king ! 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  error  and  duality  will  be  cut  off  and  effaced,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 
On  the  second  (lunar  day)  remove  folly,  serve  continually  the  Guru ! 

Earn,  the  gem,  dwells  in  (thy)  heart  and  body,  0  friend,  if  thou  give  up  lust,  wrath  and  covetousness. 
Death  is  effaced,  life  is  obtained,  all  distress  is  annihilated. 
Give  up  thy  own  self,  adore  Govind,  give  thyself  to  love  and  devotion  (to  Hari) ! 
Gain  will  accrue  (to  thee),  loss  will  be  removed,  at  the  threshold  of  Hari  (thou  wilt  be)  honoured. 
If  thou  collect  the  wealth  of  the  name  of  Hari,  (thou  art)  a  true  and  fortunate  wholesale  merchant. 
Rising  and  sitting  adore  Hari,  being  delighted  with  the  pious  ! 
Nanak  (says) :  folly  goes  off  (thus),  the  Supreme  Brahm  dwells  in  (thy)  mind. 

III. 

Slot 

The  three  (states)  x  permeate  the  world,  the  fourth  (state)  some  (rare)  one  obtains. 
Nanak  (says) :  those  saints  have  become  pure,  in  whose  mind  that  One  dwells. 

Pauri. 

On  the  third  (day)  the  fruit  of  the  poison  of  the  three  qualities  is  now  and  then  very  high,  now  and 
then  low. 

Wandering  much  about  in  hell  and  heaven  death  always  kills  (him  again).3 

In  joy,  grief  and  doubt  the  world  (is  immersed),  in  egotism  it  spends  its  time. 

By  whom  they  have  been  made,  him  they  do  not  know,  they  think  of  many  contrivances  (with  a 
view  to  their  salvation). 

(His)  mental  anxiety,  difficulty,  trouble,  passion  and  inquietude  is  not  broken, 

"Who  does  not  comprehend  the  majesty  of  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  omnipresent  Lord. 

Being  quite  immersed  in  spiritual  blindness  and  error  he  dwells  in  the  great  hell. 

0  Lord,  mercifully  protect  me,  Nanak  hopes  in  thee ! 

IV. 

sm. 

He  is  clever,  intelligent  and  skilful,  by  whom  his  egotism  is  abandoned. 

(He  has)  the  four  (desirable)  objects  (of  human  life)  and  the  eight  perfections,  (who)  adores  the 
name  of  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 

On  the  fourth  (day)  (by  whom)  the  four  Vedas  are  heard  and  investigated  and  truth  reflected  upon  ; 

(Who)  mutters  and  remembers  the  name  of  Ram,  (in  which  are)  all  welfare,  happiness  (and  all) 
treasures : 

1  The  three  states  are :  SITOcL;  ^R  a"d  l^rfH  '>  *ne  fourth  state  is  abstraction  from  without  and 
absorption  in  the  contemplation  of  one's  own  spirit  (as  identical  with  Brahm). 

2  Whoever  is  yet  subject  to  the  three  qualities,  though  he  may  afterwards  for  his  good  works  attain  to 
heaven,  is  reborn  on  earth  and  in  the  power  of  death.  Who  is  thrown  into  hell  for  his  bad  works,  is  reborn 
on  earth,  after  his  punishment  is  over.  Only  he  is  thoroughly  emancipated,  who  on  earth  has  become  liberated 
from  the  influence  of  the  three  qualities. 
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He  prevents  hell,  removes  pain,  (his)  many  troubles  are  done  away. 

Death  recedes  (from  him),  he  is  delivered  from  Tama,  by  undertaking  the  praise  of  Hari. 

(His)  fear  is  destroyed,  he  tastes  nectar,  he  is  imbued  with  love  to  the  formless  Hari. 

The  pain  of  poverty  and  impurity  is  annihilated,  the  name  is  (his)  support. 

Gods,  Naras,  Munis,  men  are  seeking  Gopal,  the  ocean  of  happiness. 

(His)  mind  is  pure,  (his)  face  is  bright,  (who)  becomes  the  dust  of  the  pious,  (says)  Nanak. 


Slok 

Five  passions  dwell  in  the  mind  (of  him,  who)  is  absorbed  with  the  Maya. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  becomes  pure,  (says)  Nanak,  by  love  to  the  Lord. 

Pauri. 

The  fifth  (day).     Those  arbitrators  are  the  best,  by  whom  the  deceit  is  known. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  flowers  and  scents,  (but)  all  is  falsehood  (unreality)  and  imposition. 

Nothing  is  known  nor  understood  by  it  {i.e.  the  world),  it  makes  no  reflection  whatever. 

The  world  is  immersed  in  ignorance,  being  deeply  engaged  in  pleasure,  worldly  attachment  and 
enjoyment. 

He  is  regenerated  and  dies  and  wanders  about  in  many  wombs,  (though)  many  religious  works  be 
done  (by  him), 

(By  whom)  the  creator  is  not  remembered,  in  (whose)  mind  (there  is)  no  reflection  nor  discrimination. 

(Who  has)  a  loving  attachment  to  the  Lord,  he  is  not  a  bit  contaminated  by  the  Maya. 

Nanak  (says) :  some  rare  ones  are  found,  who  are  not  enraptured  with  the  world. 

VI. 

Slot 

The  six  Shastras  state,  that  He  is  high  and  has  no  end  nor  limit. 

The  devotees,  who  are  singing  his  excellences,  shine  at  the  gate  of  the  Lord,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 

The  sixth,  day.     The  six  Shastras  say  it  and  many  Smritis  tell  it : 

That  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  most  excellent  and  high,  the  end  of  his  excellences  Shesh x  does  not  know. 

Narada,  the  Munis,  Shuka 2  and  Vyasa  are  singing  the  praise  of  Govind. 

They  are  desirous  of  (his)  juice,  they  are  delighted  with  Hari,  the  devotees  are  enraptured  with 
the  Lord. 

Infatuation,  conceit  and  error  are  destroyed,  the  asylum  of  the  merciful  one  is  obtained  (by  them). 

The  lotus-foot  dwells  in  (their)  mind  and  body,  having  seen  (his)  sight  (they  are)  happy. 

Gain  is  obtained,  loss  is  taken  away  by  devoutly  meditating  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

They  acquire  the  treasury  and  depository  of  (all)  excellences  by  meditating  on  the  name,  (says) 
Nanak. 

VII. 

Slok. 

The  assembly  of  the  saints  relates  the  glory  of  Hari,  they  utter  it  with  true  affection. 
Nanak  (says) :  (their)  mind  becomes  content  by  devoutly  applying  their  thought  to  the  One. 

1  ^JTT,  the  thousand-headed  serpent  king,  the  couch  and  canopy  of  Vishnu  and  the  upholder  of  the  world, 
which  rests  on  one  of  his  heads. 

2  UTGfi,  the  son  of  Vyasa. 
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Pauri. 

On  the  seventh  day  collect  the  wealth  of  the  name,  the  treasury  (of  which)  is  not  exhausted  ! 
In  the  assemhly  of  the  saints  he  is^obtained,  (who)  has  no  end  nor  limit. 
Give  up  thy  own  self  and  adore  Govind,  fall  on  the  asylum  of  Hari,  the  king ! 
Thou  wilt  remove  (thy)  pain,  thou  wilt  cross  the  water  of  existence,  thou  wilt  obtain  the  fruit 
desired  by  (thy)  mind. 

(If)  thou  mutter  day  and  night  Hari  in  (thy)  mind,  (thy)  life  is  fruitful  and  approved. 
Know,  that  the  creator  is  always  inside  and  outside  with  thee. 
He  is  a  friend,  he  is  a  companion  and  friend,  who  gives  instruction  about  Hari. 
Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  to  him,  who  mutters  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 

VIII. 

Sloh. 

(If)  the  eight  watches  (his)  excellences  be  sung,  (if)  the  other  bores  be  abandoned : 
The  servant  of  Yama  cannot  overpower  (him),  Nanak  (says) :  the  Lord  is  merciful. 

Pauri. 

The  eighth  (day).     The  eight  perfections,  the  nine  treasures ; 

All  the  (four  desirable)  objects  (of  human  life),  perfect  intelligence ; 

The  opening  of  the  lotus  (of  the  heart),  continual  joy; 

Pure  conduct,  (the  giving  of)  salutary  advice  ; 

All  virtues,  pure  ablutions : 

Higher  and  more  excellent  than  all  is  divine  knowledge. 

The  worship  of  Hari,  Hari  (is  made)  in  the  society  of  the  perfect  Guru. 

By  muttering  the  name  and  by  love  to  Hari  one  crosses,  (says)  Nanak. 

IX. 

Slol. 

Narayan  is  not  remembered  (by  him,  who  is)  fascinated  by  enjoyment  and  passion. 
Kanak  (says)  :  by  forgetting  the  name  one  wanders  about  in  hell  and  heaven. 

Pauri. 

The  ninth  (day).     The  nine  apertures  (of  the  body)  are  impure. 

Those,  who  do  not  mutter  the  name,  act  perversely. 

They  sport  with  another's  wife,  they  prate  slander  against  the  pious. 

They  do  not  hear  a  bit  the  glory  of  Hari  with  their  ears. 

They  steal  another's  property  for  the  sake  of  their  (own)  belly. 

Their  (burning)  fire  is  not  put  out,  their  thirst  is  not  quenched. 

Without  the  service  of  Hari  these  fruits  are  earned. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  forgetting  Hari  the  unfortunate  die  and  are  born  (again). 

X. 

Sloh 

I  wandered  about  searching  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  earth) ;  wherever  I  see,  there  is  that  One 
[i.e.  the  Supreme). 

The  mind  is  brought  into  one's  power,  if  it  be  the  mercy  of  the  omnipresent  one. 
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Pawl. 

The  tenth  (day).     (By  whom)  the  ten  gates  (of  the  body)  are  brought  under  subjection  : 

In  (their)  heart  is  contentment,  they  mutter  the  name. 

(Who)  hear  with  their  ears  the  glory  of  Hari,  Gopal : 

(Those)  pious  ones  are  seeing  with  their  eyes  the  merciful  (Hari). 

(Their)  tongue  sings  the  praises  of  the  endless  one. 

In  (their)  heart  they  reflect  on  the  omnipresent  Lord. 

"With  their  hands  and  feet  they  perform  service  to  the  saints. 

Nanak  (says) :  this  control  (of  the  senses)  is  obtained  by  the  mercy  of  the  Lord. 

XL 

Slot 

The  only  One  should  be  praised,  (but  some)  rare  one  knows  the  relish  (of  it) ! 

The  excellences  of  Govind  are  not  known,  (says)  Nanak,  every  one  is  astonished  (at  them). 

Pauri. 

The  eleventh  (day).     Behold  Hari  as  being  near  (thee) ! 

Subdue  (thy)  senses  and  hear  the  name  of  Hari ! 

Contentment  is  in  (thy)  mind,  (if  there  be)  kindness  towards  all  creatures. 

In  this  wise  (thy)  religious  duty  is  fulfilled. 

If  thou  keep  (thy)  running  (mind)  in  one  place  : 

(Thy)  heart  and  body  (become)  pure  in  muttering  the  name  of  Hari. 

In  all  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  present. 

Nanak  (says) :  praise  Hari,  this  is  a  permanent  duty ! 

XII. 

Slot 

(Their)  foolishness  is  removed,  they  perform  service  (to  Hari),  (with  whom)  the  kind  pious  people 
have  met. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  remain  united  with  the  Lord,  all  their  troubles  are  extinguished. 

Pauri. 

On  the  twelfth  day  (give)  alms,  (mutter)  the  name  (and  perform)  ablutions ! 

Worship  Hari  and  give  up  conceit ! 

Drink  the  nectar  of  Hari  in  the  society  of  the  pious  ! 

(Thy)  mind  will  be  satiated  by  praise  and  love  to  Hari. 

A  soft  speech  renders  every  one  contented. 

With  the  juice  of  the  name  of  Hari  thou  nourishest  the  five  elements  (=body)  and  the  soul. 

From  the  perfect  Guru  this  assurance  is  obtained, 

Nanak  (says) :  uttering  the  name  of  Bam  one  does  not  again  fall  into  a  womb. 

XIII. 

Slot 

(Who)  is  comprehended  within  the  three  qualities,  his  affair  is  not  accomplished. 

(If)  the  saviour  of  the  sinners  dwells  in  his  heart,  he  is  emancipated  (by)  the  name,  (says)  Nanak. 
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Paurl. 
The  thirteenth  (day).    Under  three  afflictions1  is  the  world. 
It  is  coming  and  going  and  descends  to  hell. 
The  worship  of  Hari,  Hari  does  not  come  into  its  mind. 
The  Lord,  the  ocean  of  comfort,  is  not  praised  a  moment. 
It  is  bound,  now  and  then  having  joy  and  now  and  then  grief. 
A  long  disease  is  produced 2  by  the  Maya. 
By  making  changes  (of  mind)  disquietude  is  obtained. 
In  the  eyes  is  drowsiness,  it  talks  (as  in)  a  dream. 
This  state  takes  place  by  forgetting  Hari. 
Nanak  is  in  the  asylum  of  the  Lord,  the  merciful  Supreme  Spirit. 

XIV. 

SISk 

The  four  quarters,  all  the  fourteen  worlds  Earn  is  pervading. 
Kansk  (says)  :  no  deficiency  is  seen,  his  works  are  everywhere. 

Paurl. 

The  fourteenth  (day).     In  the  four  quarters  is  the  Lord  himself, 

His  majesty  is  filling  all  the  worlds. 

In  the  ten  directions  the  one  Lord  is  contained. 

Behold,  in  earth  and  sky,  in  all  is  the  Lord. 

In  water,  earth,  wood,  mountain  and  the  nether  region  : 

There  the  merciful  Lord  abides. 

Small  and  large,  all  is  the  Lord. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  disciple  is  knowing  Brahm. 

XV. 
SM. 

(By  him)  his  own  self  is  overcome,   (by  whom)  according  to  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the 
excellences  of  Govind  are  sung. 

By  the  favour  of  the  saints  fear  is  effaced,  anxiety  is  extinguished,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paurl. 

The  day  of  the  new  moon.     They  are  happy  in  themselves,  (to  whom)  contentment  was  given  by 
the  Gurdev. 

(Their)  mind  and  body  is  cool,  tranquillity  and  composure  are  attained  by  serving  the  Lord. 

(Their)  fetters  are  broken  (and  their)  many  changes  (of  mind),  (their)  affairs  are  fruitful  and 
accomplished. 

(Their)  folly  is  swept  away,  (their)  egotism  gone  off  by  remembering  the  name  of  Hari. 

The  asylum  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  seized,  coming  and  going  are  effaced. 

He  is  saved  himself  with  his  family  by  uttering  the  excellences  of  Govind, 

(And)  by  performing  service  to  Hari,  (if)  the  name  of  the  Lord  be  muttered. 

Happiness  and  tranquillity  are  obtained  from  the  perfect  Guru,  (says)  Nanak. 

1  The  three  afflictions  are :  -4(1  U|  | 'RH'«W  (psychical  or  corporeal),  Wf^pftf^G  (physical  or  material)  and 
Wf^I^f^i  (from  the  gods  or  fate). 

2  All  the  MSS.  read:  JXWTfT&j  though  the  preposition  ^ff  is  hardly  ever  found  connected  with  *JT^ 
in  Sanskrit. 
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XVI. 

Sloh. 
The  perfect  (full)  one  never  vacillates,  (who)  is  made  perfect  by  the  Lord  himself. 
Day  by  day  he  increases  more,  (says)  Nanak,  and  does  not  decrease. 

Pauri. 
The  day  of  full  moon.    Full  is  the  Lord  alone,  the  powerful  cause  of  causes. 
The  Supreme  Spirit,  whose  hand  is  above  all,  is  merciful  to  the  creatures. 
Govind,  the  Guru,  whose  work  takes  effect,  is  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences. 
The  Lord,  the  inward  governor,  is  wise,  inapprehensible  and  free  from  all  darkness. 
The  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  is  knowing  every  affair. 
To  the  assistant  of  the  saints  and  (their)  refuge  constantly  reverence ! 
(His)  inexpressible  tale  is  not  comprehended,  remember  the  feet  of  Hari ! 
He  is  saving  the  sinners,  the  friend  of  the  friendless. 
Nanak  is  in  the  asylum  of  the  Lord. 

XVII. 

Sloh. 
(His)  pain  is  extinguished,  (his)  doubt  is  gone,  (who)  has  seized  the  asylum  of  Hari,  the  King. 
By  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari  he  obtains  the  fruit,  his  heart  desires,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pauri. 
If  one  sing,  if  one  hear,  if  one  reflect  (on  them) ; 
If  one  teach  (them),  if  one  strengthen  (them),  he  is  saved. 
He  cuts  off  his  sins',  he  becomes  pure,  the  filth  of  his  life  goes. 
In  this  and  in  the  other  world  his  face  is  bright,  the  Maya  does  not  affect  him. 
He  is  intelligent,  he  is  a  Vaishnava,  he  is  endowed  with  divine  knowledge  and  affluent. 
He  is  a  hero,  he  is  of  noble  family,  by  whom  the  Lord  is  adored. 

The  Khatri,  the  Brahman,  the  Sudra,  the  Vaisya  and  the  Candal  are  saved  by  remembering  (Hari). 
By  whom  his  own  Lord  is  known,  his  dust  is  Nanak. 


GAUEI ;  VAE ;   MAHALA  IV. 

Om !    by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I. 

Sloh  I. 

The  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Spirit  is  merciful,  to  whom  every  one  is  approved. 

With  one  and  the  same  look  he  beholds  (all),  from  the  faith  of  the  heart  comes  perfection. 

In  the  true  Guru  is  nectar,  that  highest  word  of  Hari,  Hari. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  mercy  Hari  is  meditated  upon,  some  (rare)  disciple  obtains  (him). 

Sloh  II. 
Egotism  and  the  Maya,  all  is  poison,  in  the  world  (there  is)  continually  loss. 
Gain  is  the  wealth  of  Hari,  it  is  acquired  by  the  disciple  by  reflecting  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 
The  filth  of  egotism,  the  poison,  goes  off  by  keeping  the  nectar  of  Hari,  Hari  in  the  breast. 
All  the  affairs  of  those  disciples  are  accomplished,  on  whom  he  bestows  mercy. 
Who  are  personally  united  (with  him),  they  remain  united,  being  united  (with  himself)  by  Hari, 
the  creator. 


RAG  GATJRI,  MAH.  IV.,  VAR  II.— IV. 
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Pawn. 
Thou  art  the  true  Lord,  thou  art  true,  the  true,  true  Lord ! 
All  (the  creation)  is  meditating  on  thee,  all  (the  creation)  clings  to  thy  feet. 
Thy  praise  is  heautiful  and  fine,  by  'whom  it  is  performed,  him  thou  makest  pass  across. 
To  the  disciples  thou  art  giving  (this)  fruit,1  that  they  are  absorbed  in  the  true  name. 
0  my  great  Lord,  great  is  thy  grandeur  ! 

II. 

sm  i. 

All  other  praising  and  all  other  speaking,  besides  the  name,  is  insipidity. 

The  fleshly-minded  praise  (their)  egotism,  their  talk  is  egotism  and  selfishness. 

(But  those)  who  do  not  praise  (him,  i.e.  Hari),  they  die,  they  are  all  consumed  (by  their)  slander. 

Humble  ITanak  (says) :  the  disciples  are  saved  muttering  Hari,  Hari,  the  supreme  bliss. 

SM  II. 
0  true  Guru,  show  (me)  Hari  the  Lord,  (that)  I  may  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari  in  my  mind ! 
Nanak  (says) :  I  will  utter  with  (my)  mouth  the  pure  name  of  Hari,  that  is  removing  all  pain. 

Pauri. 
Thou  thyself  art  formless  and  void  of  all  darkness,  0  King  Hari  ! 

By  whom  thou,  the  True  one,  art  meditated  upon  with  one  mind,  all  their  pain  is  removed. 
Thou  hast  no  partner,  who  is  brought  near  (to  thee)  and  informed  (by  thee). 
There  is  no  donor  like  thyself,  0  pure  one,  thou  art  considered  as  true  in  my  mind. 

0  my  -true  Lord,  0  True  one,  true  is  (thy)  name ! 

III. 

SM  I. 
In  (thy)  heart  is  the  disease  of  egotism,  by  error  thou  art  led  astray,  0  fleshly-minded  wicked  man ! 
Kanak  (says)  :  remove  thy  disease  by  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  and  the  pious,  good  men  ! 

SM  II. 

The  heart  and  body  of  the  disciple  are  imbued  with  love  to  Hari,  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  him,  who  flees  to  the  asylum  of  Hari,  he  unites  (with  himself),  praise 

to  the  Guru ! 

Pauri. 

Thou  art  the  creator,  the  unattainable  Supreme  Spirit,  with  whom  art  thou  to  be  compared  ? 

(If)  one  would  be  like  thee,  it  would  be  told ;  thou  art  like  thyself  (only),  (thus)  it  is  read. 

Thou  alone  art  existing  in  all  creatures,  to  the  disciple  thou  art  manifest.3 

Thou  art  the  true  Lord  of  all,  thou  art  higher  than  all. 

What  thou  doest,  that,  0  True  one,  will  take  place,  then  why  should  one  grieve  ? 

IV. 
Sloh  I. 

1  have  love  to  the  beloved  in  heart  and  body ;  those  who  are  attached  (to  the  beloved)  day  and  night : 
(On  them)  bestow  mercy,  0  Lord,  the  true  Guru,  that  they  may  dwell  in  comfort !   (says)  humble 

Nanak. 

1  The  Lahore  lithographed  copy  reads:   inf5*HT.  but  the  MSS.  (Nos.  2483  and  2484)  read  "infETCT, 
which  we  have  followed  in  our  translation. 

2  VtTOWfrH.  instead  of  V^r3^»  {°r  tl>e  s»ke  of  *Qe  rhyme. 
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SM  II. 
In  whose  heart  there  is  love  to  the  beloved,  they  will  shine  (at  the  gate)  in  proportion  as  they  utter 
(the  name  of  the  beloved). 

Nanak  (says) :  Hari  himself  knows  those,  who  entertain  love  to  the  beloved. 

Pauri. 
Thou  art  the  creator,  thou  thyself  art  unerring  and  not  subject  to  (any)  mistake. 
What  thou  doest,  0  True  one,  that  is  good,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  thou  makest  comprehend  (this). 
Thou  art  the  powerful  cause  of  causes,  there  is  none  other. 
Thou  art  the  Lord,  unattainable  and  merciful,  all  meditate  on  thee. 
All  creatures  are  thine  and  thou  art  every  one's,  thou  deliverest  all. 

V. 
SM  I. 
Hear,  0  sweetheart,  the  message  of  love,  the  eyes  are  attentively  fixed  (on  thee) ! 
("With  whom)  by  the  pleased  Guru  the  sweetheart  is  joined,  they  dwell  in  comfort,  (says)  humble 
Nanak. 

SM  II. 

The  true  Guru  is  bountiful  and  merciful,  whose  mercy  is  everlasting. 

The  true  Guru  is  inwardly  without  enmity,  that  One  Brahm  he  beholds  (in)  all. 

Who  entertain  enmity  with  him,  who  is  without  enmity,  of  those  no  one  remains. 

The  true  Guru  is  seeking  the  best  of  all,  how  should  evil  come  from  him  ? 

As  one  desires  a  fruit  from  the  true  Guru,  such  a  one  he  gets. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  creator  is  knowing  all,  from  whom  nothing  is  hidden. 

Pauri. 
Whom  the  Lord  makes  great,  him  I  consider  as  great. 
Whom  the  Lord  pleases,  him  he  pardons,  he  is  acceptable  to  the  Lord.1 
If  one  offend  him,  he  is  a  foolish  ignorant  man. 

Whom  the  true  Guru  unites  (with  himself),  he  utters  (his)  excellences  and  praises  (his)  qualities. 
Nanak  (says) :  he  is  perfectly  true ;  who  comprehends  (him),  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

VI. 
SM  I. 
Hari  is  true,  devoid  of  all  darkness  and  immortal,  without  fear,  without  enmity,  without  form. 
By  whom  he  is  muttered  with  one  mind  and  one  thought,  their  burden  of  egotism  goes  off. 
By  which  disciples  Hari  is  adored,  victory  to  those  pious  people ! 
If  one  slander  the  perfect  true  Guru,  him  the  whole  world  curses. 
In  the  true  Guru  he  himself  is  abiding,  Hari  himself  is  protecting  him. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  he,  who  is  singing  the  excellences  of  the  Guru,  to  him  (be)  constantly  reverence ! 
Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  to  them,  by  whom  the  creator  is  muttered. 

Slolc  II. 
By  himself  the  earth  is  created,  by  himself  the  sky. 

By  himself  the  creatures  are  produced  in  it,  he  himself  gives  the  morsel  into  (their)  mouth. 
He  himself  is  abiding  (in)  all,  he  himself  is  the  depository  of  (all)  qualities. 
Humble  Nanak  (says)  :  meditate  thou  on  the  name,  all  sins  are  cut  off  by  it ! 

1  Tfe  3TSY  =  Wfe  ^IcM,  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 
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Pawn. 
Thou  art  the  true  Lord,  the  truth,  truth  is  pleasing  to  the  true  one. 
IVho  are  praising  thee  as  the  True-one,  near  them  the  servant  of  Tama  does  not  go. 
Their  faces  are  bright  at  the  gate,  to  whose  heart  the  true  Hari  is  pleasing. 
The  false  ones  are  thrown  back  ;  in  whose  heart  is  falsehood  and  hypocrisy,  they  incur  great  pain. 
The  faces  of  the  false  ones  become  black,  the  false  ones  become  sweepings. 

VII. 

Sloh  I. 

The  true  Guru  is  the  field  of  religious  duties,  as  one  sows  on  it,  such  a  fruit  he  gets. 

By  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  nectar  is  sown  and  Hari  gives  them  the  fruit  of  nectar. 

Their  faces  are  bright  in  this  and  that  world,  at  the  true  gate  they  receive  from  Hari  a  dress  of 
honour. 

In  the  heart  of  some  is  falsehood,  they  practise  continually  falsehood ;  these,  as  they  sow,  such  a 
fruit  they  will  eat. 

"When  the  true  Guru,  the  hanker,1  will  look  closely  at  them,  they  will  all  be  disclosed  as  counterfeit. 

They  get  always  such  (a  fruit)  as  they  intend,  they  are  such  as  they  are  sounded  by  God.8 

In  both  worlds  the  Lord  himself  abides,  working  continually  he  beholds  all  his  proceedings. 

Slok  II. 

In  him,  who  is  directing  his  mind  on  the  One,  the  One  is  abiding,  to  whom  he  (the  One)  attaches 
himself,  he  becomes  acceptable. 

Some  one  makes  many  words,  (but)  in  whose  house  the  thing  is,  he  eats  it. 

Without  the  true  Guru  the  right  knowledge  is  not  obtained,  egotism  does  not  depart  from  within. 

The  selfish  ones  suffer  the  pain  of  hunger,  they  stretch  out  their  hand  and  beg  at  every  house. 

Falsehood  and  deceit  do  not  remain  hidden,  outward  show  and  plating  go  off. 

For  whom  it  is  written  before,  with  him  the  true  Guru,  the  Lord  falls  in. 

As  when  iron  is  brought  in  contact  with  the  philosopher's  stone,  so  one  falling  in  with  the  society  (of 
the  pious)  becomes  gold. 

0  Lord  of  humble  Nanak,  thou  art  the  Lord,  as  it  pleases  (thee),  so  thou  makest  (men)  go. 

Paurl. 
By  whom  Hari  is  served  in  (their)  heart,  them  Hari  himself  unites  (with  himself). 
His  qualities  are  communicated  to  them,  who  burn  all  their  vices  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 
(Their)  vices  are  sold  for  straws,  to  whom  he  gives,  they  obtain  true  (qualities). 
(I  am)  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  Guru,  who  has  effaced  (my)  vices  and  displayed  (in  me)  virtues. 
Great  is  the  grandeur  of  the  great  one,  the  disciple  sings  (his)  praise. 

VIII. 
Sloh  I. 
In  the  true  Guru  is  a  great  majesty ;  who  daily  meditates  on  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari : 
He,  uttering  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  (gets)  purity  and  control  of  the  senses,  by  the  name  of  Hari  he 
is  satiated. 

The  name  of  Hari  (is  his)  strength,  the  name  of  Hari  (is  his)  tribunal,  the  name  of  Hari  procures 
his  protection. 

1  *i6\<&  =  i—>\%,  Danker>  money-changer. 

2  The  sense  is:  they  emit  such  a  sound  as  God  makes  them  emit,  just  as  a  musical  instrument  gives 
such  a  sound  as  the  player  desires. 
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Who  intently  adores  the  shape  (body)  of  the  Guru,  he  gets  the  fruits  his  heart  desires. 
"Who  slanders  the  true  perfect  Guru,  him  the  creator  will  cause  to  be  killed. 
That  time  will  not  again  come  into  his  hand,  what  he  has  sown,  he  will  eat  himself. 
He  is  carried  off  to  the  horrible  hell  with  a  black  face,  as  they  put  a  neck-halter  on  a  thief. 
If  he  fall  again  on  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru,  he  is  saved,  when  he  meditates  on  the  name  of 
Han,  Hari. 

Nanak  proclaims  the  words  of  Hari,  thus  he  pleases  Hari,  the  creator. 

Slolc  II. 

"Who  does  not  mind  the  order  of  the  perfect  Guru,  he  is  self-willed,  ignorant  and  robbed  by  the 
Maya,  the  poison. 

In  his  heart  is  falsehood,  he  is  known  as  practising  falsehood,  hopeless  strifes  are  put  on  his  neck 
by  God. 

He  sells  many  words,  but  his  words  please  no  one. 

He  wanders  about  in  every  house  like  an  ill-fated  woman ;  who  comes  in  contact  with  him,  to  him 
also  (his)  marks  are  communicated. 

"Who  becomes  a  disciple,  he  remains  undefiled,  he  leaves  the  side  of  that  one  and  sits  down  .at  the 
side  of  the  Guru. 

Who  conceals  his  own  Guru,  he  is  not  a  good  man,  0  ye  saints,  by  him  profit  and  capital,  all  is  lost. 

Nanak  lets  first  hear  the  Shastras  and  the  Vedas. 

(But)  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru  comes  (stands)  above  them. 

To  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  the  grandeur  of  the  perfect  Guru  pleases,  the  self-willed  do  not  get  this 
opportunity. 

Paurt. 

The  perfectly  True  one  is  greater  than  all,  he  obtains  him,  whom  the  true  Guru  appoints. 

He  is  the  true  Guru,  who  is  meditating  on  the  True  one,  the  perfectly  True  one  and  the  true  Guru 
are  One. 

He  is  the  true  Guru,  the  divine  male,  by  whom  the  five  intoxicated  ones  are  subdued. 

Who  without  serving  the  true  Guru  adore  their  own  self,  in  them  is  falsehood,  fie  upon  (them) ! 
(their)  faces  are  dull. 

What  they  speak  does  not  please  any  one,  their  faces  are  black  by  deviating  from  the  true  Guru. 

IX. 

Slok  I.1 

The  whole  field  belongs  to  Hari  the  Lord,  by  himself  it  is  cultivated. 

Pardoning  the  disciples  he  makes  germinate  (their  field),  by  the  self-willed  their  stock  (of  seed)  is  lost. 

Every  one  sows  for  his  own  advantage,  that  field  is  made  to  germinate,  which  is  pleasing  to  Hari. 

By  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  the  neotar  of  Hari  is  sown,  the  nectar-name  of  Hari,  as  fruit  they 
obtain  nectar. 

Yama,  the  mouse,  is  constantly  gnawing  the  field,  by  Hari  the  creator  he  is  beaten  and  ejected. 

The  field  comes  forth  and  germinates,  by  Hari,  who  is  bestowing  heaps  of  corns,  it  is  caused  to 
germinate. 

All  their  care  and  anxiety  he  removes,  by  whom  the  true  Guru,  the  divine  male,  is  meditated  upon. 

Humble  Nanak  (says)  :  (by  whom)  the  name  is  adored,  he  himself  is  saved  and  he  saves  (also)  the 
whole  world. 

1  This  Slok  is  written  out  by  the  Sikhs  as  a  charm  against  mice,  and  buried  in  small  vessels  on  the  four 
corners  of  a  field. 
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Sloh  II. 

The  whole  day  the  fleshly-minded  one  is  ahsorbed  in  covetousness  (and)  other  things. 

By  night  he  is  buried  in  sleep,  al^the  nine '  are  remiss  in  sleep. 

On  the  head  of  the  fleshly-minded  is  the  order  of  (their)  wives,  they  constantly  lead  them  astray. 

The  men,  who  are  doing  what  they  are  told  by  their  wives,  are  impure,  foul  and  vile. 

The  man,  who  is  given  to  lust,  is  an  impure  man,  he  goes  along  asking  his  wives. 

Who  walks  according  to  the  bidding  of  the  true  Guru,  he  is  a  true  and  good  man. 

"Women  and  men  are  all  created  by  himself,  the  sport  of  Hari  is  performed  in  all. 

All  thy  work  is  very  good,  (says)  Nanak. 

Paurl. 

Thou  art  unconcerned  (about  anything)  and  bottomless,  how  should  the  inestimable  one  be  estimated? 

They  are  very  fortunate,  who  are  meditating  on  thee  (and)  with  whom  the  true  Guru  falls  in. 

The  word  of  the  true  Guru  is  true  and  beautiful,  the  word  of  the  Guru  is  brought  about. 

The  others,  who  in  emulation  of  the  true  Guru  are  talking  nonsense,  are  false,  by  falsehood  they  are 
broken  down. 

Something  else  is  in  their  heart  and  something  else  in  their  mouth,  chattering  about  the  Maya,  the 
poison,  they  are  dying  in  grief. 

X. 

Sloh  I. 

The  service  of  the  true  Guru  is  pure,  that  man  becomes  pure,  who  performs  service  (to  the  Guru). 

In  whose  heart  is  hypocrisy  and  false  change  (of  mind),  they  are  separated  by  the  True  one  himself.2 

The  true  disciples  sit  at  the  side  of  the  true  Guru  and  pass  their  time. 

There,  the  false  ones  are  not  found  in  any  good  place. 

To  whom  the  word  of  the  true  Guru  is  not  pleasing,  their  faces  are  dirty,  they  wander  about  blasted 
by  God. 

In  whose  heart  there  is  no  love  to  Hari,  how  long  will  those  fleshly-minded  ones  be  caused  to 
take  possession  (of  bodies)  as  goblins  ? 

Who  meets  with  the  true  Guru,  he  keeps  his  own  mind  steady,  he  himself  abides  with  his  own  thing. 

Humble  Nanak  (says)  :  some  the  Guru  joins  and  gives  them  happiness,  some,  who  are  deceitful,  are 
separated  by  himself. 

Sloh  II. 

In  whose  heart  there  is  meditation  on  the  name  of  Hari,  their  affairs  are  put  right  by  God. 

Their  dependence  on  men  ceases,  Hari  the  Lord  sits  near  them  and  takes  their  side. 

(If)  Hari  is  on  (their)  side,  then  every  one  is  on  (their)  side,  all  who  see  (their)  sight,  applaud  (them). 

Wholesale  merchant  and  king,  all  are  made  by  Hari,  all  come  and  make  supplication  to  (his)  people. 

The  grandeur  of  the  perfect  Guru  is  great,  by  serving  the  great  Hari  inestimable  happiness  is 
obtained. 

By  the  perfect  Guru  the  gift  (of)  the  immovable  Hari  is  given,  (though)  he  always  bestows,  it 
increases  still  more.3 

A  calumniator  cannot  see  (his)  greatness,  that  one  is  consumed  by  the  creator  himself. 

Humble  Nanak  utters  the  excellences  of  the  creator,  he  is  always  protecting  his  votaries. 

1  The  nine  are  very  likely  the  «f^^^f ,  the  nine  sentiments  or  passions. 

2  tTtWTS;  its  meaning  is  unknown. 

3  i.e.  the  store  of  the  gifts  of  the  Guru. 
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Pauri. 
Thou  art  the  Lord,  unattainable  and  compassionate,  very  bountiful  and  wise. 
Like  thou  no  one  comes  into  my  sight,  thou  art  clever  and  pleasing  to  me. 
Love  to  the  family  and  all  that  is  seen,  is  passing  away,  it  is  coming  and  going. 
"Who  direct  their  mind  on  anything  else  but  the  True  one,  they  are  given  to  falsehood,  false  is  their  hope. 
Nanak  (says)  :  meditate  thou  on  the  True  one,  the  ignorant  are  consumed  and  die  without  the  True  one ! 

XL 

SM  I. 

(If)  first  true  love  be  not  bestowed  (on  Hari),  talking  afterwards  (of  it)  is  of  no  use. 

The  helpless  self-willed  man  wanders  about  halfway,1  how  shall  he  obtain  happiness  by  (mere)  words  ? 

In  whose  heart  there  is  no  love  to  the  true  Guru,  he  comes  in  falsehood  and  departs  in  falsehood. 

If  my  Lord  Hari,  the  creator,  bestow  mercy  (on  him),  then  the  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Brahm, 
comes  into  (his)  sight. 

Then  he  drinks  nectar,  (when)  the  word  of  the  Guru  removes  all  his  anxiety,  care  and  error. 

He  remains  always  in  j  oy  day  and  night,  humble  Nanak  (says) :  day  byday  he  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

8M  II. 

Who  is  called  a  disciple  of  the  true  Guru,  he,  rising  early,  meditates  on  the  name. 

He  makes  efforts  early  iu  the  morning,  he  makes  ablution,  he  bathes  in  the  pond  of  nectar. 

According  to  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  makes  the  Jap 2  of  Hari,  Hari,  and  all  his  sins  and 
faults  go  off. 

Again,  when  the  day  rises,  he  sings  the  Gur-bani,3  in  sitting  and  rising  he  meditates  on  the  name. 

"Who  at  every  breath  and  morsel  meditates  on  my  Hari,  Hari,  he  is  a  disciple  of  the  Guru  and 
pleasing  to  the  Guru. 

To  whom  my  Lord  is  merciful,  that  disciple  of  the  Guru  he  lets  hear  the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

Humble  Nanak  asks  for  the  dust  of  that  disciple  of  the  Guru,  who  himself  mutters  and  makes 
others  mutter  the  name. 


They  are  a  few  rare  ones,  who  are  meditating  on  thee,  the  True  one. 

"Who  in  heart  and  mind  are  adoring  the  One,  their  abundance  innumerable  crores  are  eating. 

All  (the  world)  is  meditating  on  thee,  they  are  accepted,  whom  thou  likest,  0  Lord ! 

Who,  without  serving  the  true  Guru,  are  eating  and  dressing  themselves,  they  die,  having  died  they 
are  reborn  leprous. 

Being  present  they  speak  sweetly,  outside  they  emit  poison  from  their  mouth ;  (these)  quarrelsome 
and  insincere  people  are  separated  by  the  Lord  (from  himself). 

XII. 
SMc   I. 
(Whose)  tattered  blue  (or)  black  quilt  is  filled  with  filth  and  lice,  those  disaffected  ones  are  driven  away.1 
No  one  allows  (one)  to  sit  near  (him)  in  the  world,  who  has  fallen  into  ordure ;  the  fleshly-minded 
one  comes  having  the  very  same  filth  applied  (to  himself). 

''The  sense  is:  halfway  between  God  and  the  world. 

2  The  Jap  of  Hari  (the  muttering:  Hari,  Hari!)  as  a  devotional  exercise. 

3  The  Gur-bani  is  another  devotional  exercise,  consisting  of  singing  the  praises  of  Hari. 

4  The  construction  of  this  verse  is  very  intricate  ;  the  Sikh  Granthls  could  not  give  me  any  explanation  of  it. 
%JTftf  or  ^ffcT  lias  here  a  double  meaning :  disaffected  (turning  away  their  face  from  the  Guru)  and  (with 
the  verb  VlOcM)  to  turn  off  or  drive  away  (similarly:  %Hftf  3t|cM)-     The  construction  is  :  t^fTS  %TOft 

£%»?fVvTf2nn- 


RAG  GAURI,  MAH.  IV.,  VAE  XIII.  437 

"Who  for  censuring  and  slandering  others  is  sent  off,  (his)  face  will  be  black  there  also  (in  the  other 
world) ;  in  both  (worlds)  (the  face)  of  the  disaffected  ones  is  black. 

"  Turn  (him)  out,"  (so)  it  is  heard  in  the  whole  world,  0  brother !  The  disaffected  servant  is  beaten 
with  shoes,  being  done  up  he  rises  and  goes  home. 

Further  on  he  is  no  more  allowed  to  mix  with  societies  and  relatives,  his  wife  and  niece  bring  him 
again  home. 

This  and  the  other  world,  both  are  lost,  in  hunger  and  thirst  he  always  cries. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  Lord,  the  creator,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  who  himself  causes  true  justice  to 
be  done. 

Who  slanders  the  perfect  true  Guru,  he  is  by  the  True  one  killed  and  consumed. 

This  word  is  spoken  by  him,  by  whom  the  whole  world  is  produced.1 

Sloh  II. 
Whose  master  is  naked  and  hungry,  whence  shall  his  servant  get  enough  to  eat  ? 
The  thing,  that  is  in  the  house  of  the  master,  comes  into  the  hands  of  the  servant,  whence  shall  he 
(the  servant)  get,  what  there  is  not  ? 

That  service  is  difficult,  if  one,  having  been  served,  asks  again  an  account  (from  the  servant). 
Nanak  (says)  :  serve  thou  Hari  the  Guru,  whose  sight  is  fruitful,  no  one  will  ask  again  an  account 
(from  thee). 

Pauri. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  saints  reflect  (on  what)  the  four  Vedas  are  saying. 

What  the  devotees  utter  with  their  mouth,  those  words  take  effect. 

It  is  manifest,  spread  about  and  known,  all  people  are  hearing  it : 

The  foolish  men,  who  are  in  enmity  with  the  saints,  obtain  no  happiness. 

They  desire  their  virtues,  they  are  burning  in  selfishness. 

What  can  those  helpless  ones  do,  when  their  own  lot  is  bad  ? 

Who  are  struck  down  by  that  Supreme  Brahm,  they  are  destroyed  by  any  one. 

The  branches  of  a  tree  are  drying  up,  that  is  cut  off  by  the  root. 

XIII. 

sm  i. 

Who  in  his  heart  is  meditating  on  Hari  the  Guru,  his  grandeur  is  great. 

By  the  perfect,  true  Guru,  being  pleased,  it  is  given,  it  does  not  diminish  a  bit,  though  one  try  to 
diminish  it. 

The  true  Lord  is  on  the  side  of  the  true  Guru,  all  the  people,  who  chatter  (against  him),  -die. 

The  faces  of  the  slanderers  are  made  black  by  Hari  the  creator,  by  himself  (the  Guru's  honour)  is 
increased. 

In  proportion  as  the  slanderer  slanders  (him),  it  {i.e.  the  Guru's  honour)  increases  continually  more. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  by  whom  Hari  is  adored,  at  their  feet  he  places  the  whole  (world). 

Slok  II. 

Who  keeps  account 2  with  the  true  Guru,  to  him  all  this  and  that  world  is  lost. 

He  continually  gnashes  with  his  teeth,  he  emits  foam,  prating  and  prating  he  breaks'down. 

1  The  verse  is  said  to  refer  to  some  Marvahi  Khatris,  who  were  sent  by  some  disaffected  people  to  Dilli, 
to  complain  of  the  Guru,  and  were  thus  turned  out  by  the  king.  Under  the  true  Guru  he  understands  himself, 
who  in  this  and  in  the  following  verses  pronounces  his  whole  wrath  against  his  backbiters. 

2  3I5C31  "S^fi  who  keeps  account,  i.e.  who  closely  watches  his  proceedings,  which  the  Guru  did  not  like 
by  any  means. 
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He  makes  always  schemes  for  money  and  wealth,  (but)  his  former  property  also  flies  away. 

"What  does  he  gain,  what  does  he  eat,  into  whose  heart  the  pain  of  doubt  has  fallen  ? 

Who  entertains  enmity  with  him,  who  is  without  enmity,  he  takes  upon  his  head  all  the  sins  of 
the  world. 

He  gets  no  entrance  neither  at  the  front  nor  back,  in  whose  heart  is  calumny  and  in  the  mouth 
a  mango. 

If  he  stretches  out  his  hand  to  gold,  it  closes  upon  ashes. 

(But)  if  he  come  again  to  the  asylum  of  the  Guru,  his  former  vices  are  pardoned. 

Humble  ISanak  (says) :  (by  whom)  daily  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  (his)  blemishes  and  sins  go 
off  by  the  remembrance  of  Hari. 

Pauri. 

Thou  art  perfectly  true,  thou  art  above  all,  thou  art  the  supreme  authority. 

Who  are  meditating  on  thee  the  True  one,  who  serve  (thee)  the  True  one,  who  put  (their)  hope  on 
(thee)  the  True  one  : 

In  (their)  heart  is  happiness,1  (their)  faces  are  bright,  they  speak  truth,  thy  strength,  0  True  one, 
(is  in  them). 

Those  disciples  are  devotees,  by  whom  he  is  praised,  (whose)  flag  is  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(I  am)  always  a  sacrifice  (to  them),  who  are  serving  the  perfectly  True  one. 

XIV. 
Sidle  I. 

Who  are  smitten  by  the  perfect  true  Guru  himself,  they  are  now  smitten  by  the  true  Guru. 

Though  it  be  much  desired  to  unite  them  (with  the  society  of  the  pious),  the  creator  does  not  allow, 
that  they  be  united. 

They  get  no  entrance  into  the  society  of  the  pious,  in  the  society  they  are  inquired  after  by  the  Guru. 

If  one  go  and  join  them  now,  him  the  executioner  of  Yama  kills. 

The  false  ones,  who  were  cursed  by  the  Guru  Baba,  they  were  also  cursed  by  the  Guru  Angad. 

The  Guru  in  the  third  generation  reflected :  what  is  in  the  hand  of  these  helpless  ones  ? 

By  the  Guru,  that  is  anointed  in  the  fourth  generation,  all  slanderers  and  wicked  people  are  saved. 

If  some  son  (of  theirs),  (becoming)  a  disciple,  serve  the  true  Guru,  all  his  affairs  are  put  right. 

He  will  obtain  the  fruit,  he  desires,  having  got  sons,  wealth  and  riches,  Hari  saves  and  unites  (him 
with  himself). 

All  treasures  are  in  the  true  Guru,  into  whose  breast  they  were  put  by  Hari. 

He  gets  the  perfect  true  Guru,  on  whose  forehead  this  destiny  is  written. 

Humble  Nanak  asks  for  the  dust  of  those,  who  are  the  beloved  disciples  and  friends  of  the  Guru. 

SlOk  II. 

To  whom  he  himself  gives  greatness,  at  their  feet  he  himself  also  lays  down  the  world. 

Then  one  would  be  afraid,  if  anything  would  be  done  by  oneself,  (but)  in  all  the  creator  makes  go 
on  his  own  skill. 

Behold,  0  brother,  this  arena  (  =  the  world)  belongs  to  the  beloved  true  Hari,  who  by  his  own  power 
makes  all  how  down  (to  his  saints). 

Hari,  the  Lord  protects  his  own  devotees,  the  faces  of  the  calumniators  and  wicked  people  he  causes 
to  be  blackened. 

The  greatness  of  the  true  Guru  increases  always  more,  Hari  himself  causes  constantly  praise  and 
devotion  to  he  made. 

1  3TH  here  =  JTfef ,  happiness. 
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Mutter  day  by  day  the  name,  0  ye  disciples  of  tlie  Guru !  Hari  the  creator  himself  causes  it  to  be 
uttered  by  the  mouth. 

The  faces  of  the  disciples  ma]jes  bright  the  beloved  Hari,  in  the  whole  world  he  raises  the  cry  : 
victory  to  the  Guru ! 

Humble  Nanak  is  the  slave  of  Hari,  Hari  preserves  the  honour  of  the  slaves  of  Hari. 

Pauri. 
Thou  thyself  art  the  true  Lord,  thou  art  our  true  wholesale  merchant. 
Make  firm  (in  us)  the  true  capital  of  (thy)  name,  0  Lord,  we  are  thy  retail-dealers ! 
("Who)  serve  the  True  one,  who  traffic  in  the  True  one,  who  recite  his  pure  qualities : 
Those  people,  by  reason  of  being  (his)  servants,  are  united  (with  him),  by  the  word  of  the  Guru 
they  are  accomplished. 

Thou,  the  true  Lord,  art  inapprehensible,  (but)  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  thou  makest  (thyself )  known. 

XV. 

Slok  I. 

In  whose  heart  the  calumny  of  another  is  harboured,  he  will  never  do  well. 

No  one  heeds  what  he  says,  he  cries  continually  standing  in  a  desert. 

In  whose  heart  there  is  backbiting  (and  who)  becomes  known  as  a  backbiter,  all  his  clever  achieve- 
ments are  lost. 

"Who  always  makes  untrue  backbiting  of  another,  he  cannot  show  his  face,  it  has  become  black. 

In  the  Kali-yug  the  body  is  the  field  of  actions,  as  one  sows,  such  he  will  eat. 

Justice  is  not  administered  by  (mere)  words ;  (by  whom)  poison  is  eaten,  he  dies  at  that  very 
moment. 

Behold,  0  brother,  the  true  justice  of  the  creator !  as  one  acts,  so  he  receives. 

To  humble  Nanak  the  whole  right  insight  is  given,  he  proclaims  the  affairs  of  the  gate  of  Hari.1 

Slok  II. 

"Who  are  separated  (from  Hari),  (when)  the  Guru  is  present,  they  get  no  entrance  at  the  gate 
(of  Hari). 

(If)  any  go  and  join  those  slanderers,  (their)  faces  turn  pallid,  they  are  spit  in  the  face. 

"Who  are  cursed  by  the  true  Guru,  they  are  cursed  in  the  whole  world,  they  are  always  going  about 
without  knowing  what  to  do. 

By  whom  their  own  Guru  is  concealed,  they  wander  about  sighing. 

Their  hunger  never  ceases,  they  constantly  cry  out  in  hunger. 

No  one  hears  what  they  say,  they  always  die  gradually. 

They  cannot  see  the  greatness  of  the  true  Guru,  they  get  no  place  neither  in  that  nor  in  this  world. 

"Who  goes  and  joins  them,  who  are  smitten  by  the  true  Guru,  (by  him)  all  (his)  remaining  honour 
is  lost. 

"Who  are  cursed  by  the  Guru,  they  (become)  further  on  leprous;  who  joins  such  a  one,  him  he  (the 
Guru)  makes  take  up  (his)  leprosy. 

Hari  does  not  look  on  those,  who  apply  their  mind  to  another  love. 

What  is  decreed  by  the  creator  himself,  against  that  there  is  no  remedy. 

Humble  Nanak  (says)  :  adore  thou  the  name,  nothing  can  come  up  to  that ! 

The  majesty  of  the  name  is  great,  and  it  is  constantly  more  increasing.2 

1  The  sense  is :  he  proclaims  what  is  going  on  at  the  gate  of  Hari. 

2  ^rflvH  is  a  meaningless  corruption  (for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme)  instead  of  •b^|Q,  verbal  adjective : 
rising;  gf^  xi?i\Q ,  it  is  going  on  rising,  increasing. 


440  RAG  GAURI,  MAH.  IV.,  VAR  XVI.  XVII. 

Sidle  III. 

Who  is  appointed  (Guru)  by  the  Guru  then  being,  the  majesty  of  that  man  is  great. 

To  him  all  the  world  bows  and  falls  down  at  his  feet,  his  fame  is  spread  in  the  world. 

To  him  the  (nine)  regions  and  the  universe  pay  reverence;  on  whose  head  the  perfect  Guru  places 
his  hand,  he  (also)  becomes  perfect. 

The  majesty  of  the  Guru  becomes  always  greater,  no  one  can  come  up  to  him. 

Humble  Kanak  has  been  appointed  (Guru)  by  Hari  the  creator  himself,  that  Lord  himself  protects 
(his)  honour. 

Paurl. 

In  the  body  is  a  boundless  castle,  in  it  are  shops  also. 

The  disciple,  who  carries  on  traffic,  collects  the  substance  of  Hari. 

The  treasure  of  the  name  of  Hari  is  purchased,  diamonds  and  red  corals. 

"Who  are  seeking  wealth  in  another  place  besides  (their)  body,  they  are  fools  and  goblins. 

Those  foolish  ones  are  turned  about  in  error,  like  a  deer  is  led  astray  in  brambles.1 

XVI. 

Sloh  I. 

Who  slanders  the  perfect  true  Guru,  he  becomes  distressed  in  the  world. 
The  hell  is  horrible  and  a  well  of  pain,  he  is  seized  and  carried  there. 
No  one  hears  his  cries  and  screams,  in  distress  he  weeps. 
He  loses  all,  this  and  that  world,  profit  and  capital,  all  is  wasted. 
He  is  made  the  ox  of  an  oilman  and  yoked  on  by  his  early  rising  master. 
Hari  sees  and  hears  always  everything,  before  him  nothing  is  hidden. 
What  he  sows,  that  he  reaps,  as  one  has  sown  before  (in  a  former  birth). 
On  whom  the  Lord  bestows  his  own  mercy,  he  washes  the  feet  of  the  true  Guru. 
Following  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  he  crosses  over,  as  iron  with  wood.2 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  meditate  thou  on  the  name !  muttering  Hari  happiness  is  obtained  by  the 
name  of  Hari. 

Sidle  II. 

Those  female  disciples  are  very  fortunate,  happy  married  women,  with  whom  Hari  the  king  has  met. 
In  their  heart  light  is  manifested,  they  are  absorbed  in  the  name,  (says)  Nanak. 

Pawn. 

This  body  is  all  virtue,  in  which  the  light  of  the  True  one  is. 

A  jewel  is  hidden  and  concealed  in  it,  some  (rare)  disciple  and  votary  draws  it  out,  having  searched 
for  it. 

When  the  whole  is  known  (as)  the  Supreme  Being,  then  the  One  is  contained  (everywhere),  the  One 
is  lengthwise  and  crosswise. 

The  One  is  seen,  the  One  is  minded,  the  One  is  heard  with  the  ears. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  keep  thou  in  mind  the  name  and  thy  service  is  becoming  perfectly  true ! 

XVII. 

Slolc  I. 

All  relishes  are  in  the  heart  of  those,  in  whose  mind  Hari  dwells. 
Those  faces  are  bright  at  the  threshold  of  Hari,  all  go  to  see  them. 

1  3Tct  =  ~$&  =  3?^-  2  'TJTfSJ'WT  's  a  meaningless  alliteration  instead  of  ?rfJT- 
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By  whom  the  name  of  the  fearless  one  is  meditated  upon,  they  have  no  fear. 

The  supreme  Hari  is  embraced  by  them,  for  whom  it  has  been  decreed  by  himself. 

They  receive  a  dress  of  honour  at  the  gate  of  Hari,  in  whose  heart  Hari  dwells. 

They  themselves  cross  with  all  their  family,  and  after  them  they  release  the  whole  world. 

0  Hari,  join  to  humble  Eanak  (thy)  people !  seeing  them  we  live. 

Sloh   II. 

That  ground  becomes  green,  on  which  my  true  Guru  sits. 

Those  creatures  become  flourishing,  by  which  my  true  Guru  is  seen. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  father,  blessed,  blessed  the  family,  blessed,  blessed  jfche  mother,  by  whom  the 
Guru  is  born. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  Guru,  by  whom  the  name  is  adored ;  he  himself  crosses  and  he  rescues  them 
(also),  by  whom  he  is  seen. 

0  Hari,  mercifully  join  to  me  the  true  Guru,  (that)  humble  Nanak  may  wash  (his)  feet! 

JPauri. 

The  true  Guru  is  the  perfectly  True  one  and  immortal,  by  whom  Hari  is  kept  in  (his)  breast. 
The  true  Guru  is  the  perfectly  True  one,  the  Supreme  Spirit,1  by  whom  lust  and  wrath,  the  baneful 
thing,  is  destroyed. 

"When  the  perfect  true  Guru  is  seen,  the  mind  is  subdued  within. 

(I  am)  constantly  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  Guru,  (ram)  devoted  (to  him). 

The  disciple  is  victorious,  the  self-willed  one  is  overcome. 

XVIII. 

Sloh  I. 

"With  (whom)  he  (Hari)  joins  the  true  Guru  out  of  mercy,  (that)  disciple  will  meditate  on  the  name. 
Who  does  that  which  will  please  the  true  Guru,  (him)  the  perfect  Guru  will  let  dwell  in  (his)  house. 
In  whose  heart  there  is  meditation  on  the  name,  all  their  fear  he  (the  Guru)  will  remove. 
For  whose  protection  Hari  himself  stands  up,  what  will  all  other  machinations  avail  (against  them)  ? 
Humble  ITanak  (says) :  meditate  thou  on  the  name !  in  this  and  that  world  Hari  will  rescue  (thee). 

Sloh  II. 

To  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  the  greatness  of  the  true  Guru  is  pleasing. 

Hari  preserves  the  honour  of  the  true  Guru,  it  is  continually  increasing. 

In  the  mind  of  the  true  Guru  is  the  supreme  Brahm,  the  supreme  Brahm  rescues  him. 

("Whose)  strength  and  tribunal  the  true  Guru  is,  to  them  Hari  makes  bow  down  the  whole  (world). 

By  whom  my  true  Guru  is  seen  and  loved,  all  their  sins  he  removes. 

Those  faces  (will  be)  bright  at  the  threshold  of  Hari  and  much  honoured. 

Humble  Nanak  asks  the  dust  of  those,  who  are" the  disciples  of  the  Guru  and  my  brethren. 

Paurl. 

1  utter  and  praise  (his)  qualities,  true  is  the  greatness  of  the  perfectly  True  one. 

Who  praises  (him)  is  true,  true  is  (his)  praise,  (but)  none  has  got  the  (right)  estimate  of  the  True  one. 

Who  have  tasted  the  juice  of  the  perfectly  True  one,  they  remain  satiated. 

Those  are  knowing  the  relish  of  Hari,  as  by  a  dumb  one  sweetness  is  eaten  (but  cannot  be  told). 

1  The  Guru  is  here,  as  so  often  elsewhere,  perfectly  identified  with  the  Supreme. 

56 
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From  the  perfect  Guru  the  fruition  of  Hari,  the  Lord,  is  ohtained  (and)  congratulation  is  uttered  in 
the  heart  (in  consequence  thereof).1 

XIX. 

sm  i. 

Within  whom  there  are  flowing  sores,  they  know  the  pain  thereof. 

Who  know  Hari,  (they  know)  the  pangs  of  separation  (from  him),  I  am  always  a  sacrifice  to  them. 

Who  join  to  me  Hari  my  sweetheart,  for  them  I  roll  (my)  head  on  the  ground.2 

Who  perform  the  work  of  the  Guru,  to  those  disciples  I  am  the  slave  of  slaves.3 

Who  are  steeped  in  the  deep  red  colour  of  Hari,  (their)  body  is  filled  with  love  to  Hari. 

Mercifully  join  Nanak  (to  the  Guru)  !  (my)  head  is  sold  to  the  Guru. 

Slok  II. 
With  vices  my  body  is  filled,  how  shall  it  become  pure,  0  ye  saints? 
By  the  disciple  virtues  are  bought,  he  washes  off  the  filth  of  egotism. 

The  True  one  he  purchases  with  pleasure,  the  traffic  of  the  True  one  is  carried  on  (by  him). 
Loss  does  not  befall  him  by  any  means,  (to  whom)  that  gain  of  Hari  is  pleasing. 
Nanak  (says) :  by  them  the  True  one  is  purchased,  for  whom  exactly  it  is  decreed,  (that)  they 
should  obtain  (him). 

Pater  i. 

(Who)  are  praising  the  True  one,  (who  are)  praising  the  perfectly  True  one,  they  are  pure  men. 
In  the  heart  of  them,  who  serve  the  True  one,  the  True  one  dwells,  the  perfectly  true  Hari  is 
(their)  protector. 

By  whom  the  True  one  is  adored,  they,  having  departed,  are  united  with  the  True  one. 
By  whom  the  perfectly  True  one  is  not  served,  those  self-willed  fools  (become)  goblins. 
They  are  talking  nonsense  like  those,"who  are  intoxicated  with  liquor. 

XX. 

Slok  I.  ;    mahala  III. 

In  the  Gaur!  Bag  she  has  a  good  character,  (who)  keeps  (her)  husband  in  (her)  mind. 
Who  makes  this  her  ornament,  that  she  walks  according  to  the  will  of  the  true  Guru. 
The  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  (her)  husband,  whom  she  always  enjoys. 
As  the  colour  of  the  boiled  Manjith  is  very  deep  red,  so  she  gives  her  soul  to  the  True  one. 
In  very  deep  colour  she  is  steeped,  (her)  love  is  directed  on  the  True  one. 

Falsehood  and  deceit  do  not  remain  hidden,  (though)  they  put  round  (themselves)  falsehood  and 
deception. 

They  make  false  shows  of  greatness,  who  entertain  love  with  falsehood. 
Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  (only)  is  true,  he  himself  beholds  (everything). 

Slok  II. ;   mahala  IV. 

In  the  society  of  the  saints  the  praise  of  Hari  is  made,  in  the  company  of  the  pious  the  beloved  is 
met  with. 

1  The  sense  is :  who  has  obtained  from  the  Guru  the  fruition  of  Hari,  he  congratulates  himself  in  his  own 
heart.    ijcScM  signifies  here  :  to  receive  the  fruition  of;  3Tf<J  V^  is  the  Ablative :  from. 

2  {J^tWT  =  7<55T>  a  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

3  3RW— JrS5\*H"T>  a  senseless  corruption  instead  of  3tfe*Ht  3R5TH.  the  slave  of  slaves  =  the  lowest 
slave.     For  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  the  words  are  often  so  disfigured,  that  they  are  hardly  recognizable. 
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Those  men  are  blessed  men,  who  give  instruction  and  assistance  to  others. 

They  confirm  the  name  of  Hari  (in  others),  who  proclaim  the  name  of  Hari :  (for)  by  the  name  of 
Hari  the  world  is  saved.  — 

Every  one  desires  to  see  the  Guru,  by  the  nine  regions  and  the  universe  he  is  worshipped. 

By  thyself  thy  own  self  is  put  into  the  true  Guru,  by  thyself  the  Guru  is  adorned. 

Thou  thyself  worshippest  and  causest  the  true  Guru  to  be  worshipped,  0  creator  ! 

If  one  be  separatedjrom  the  true  Guru,  his  face  (becomes)  black,  he  is  smitten  down  by  Tama. 

He  gets  no  entrance  neither  in  the  future  nor  afterwards :  (this)  is  reflected  upon  in  their  mind  by 
the  disciples  of  the  Guru. 

The  people,  who  meet  with  the  true  Guru,  are  saved,  by  whom  the  name  is  remembered  in  their  heart. 

Ye,  who  are  disciples  and  sons  of  humble  Nanak,  mutter  Hari !  Hari  is  saving  you. 

Slolc  III. ;   mahala,  III. 
By  egotism  the  world  is  led  astray,  by  folly,  worldly  pursuits  and  passion. 

(If)  one  meet  with  the  true  Guru,  a  look  of  favour  is  (cast  upon  him),  but  the  self-willed  one 
is  in  stark  blindness. 

Nanak  (says) :  whom  he  himself  {i.e.  Hari)  joins  (to  himself),  he  bestowslove  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 


He  praises  and  magnifies  the  perfectly  True  one,  whose  heart  is  steeped  in  love  (to  Hari). 
By  whom  the  One  is  adored  with  one  mind,  their  wall  (  =body)  is  never  tattered. 
Blessed,  blessed  are  those  men  and  applauded,  by  whom  the  true  nectar  is  drunk  with  their  tongue. 
To  whose  mind  the  perfectly  True  one  is  pleasing,  they  are  accepted  at  the  true  threshold. 
Blessed,  blessed  is  the  birth  of  the  lovers  of  truth,  (their)  faces  (are  made)  bright,  happiness  is 
enjoyed  (by  them). 

XXI. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  IV. 

.  The  Sakats  go  and  bow  before  the  Guru,  (but)  they  are  insincere  and  false  in  their  heart. 
"When  the  Guru  says :  rise,  0  my  brother  !  they  sit  down  being  crammed  together  (like)  herons.1 
In  the  heart  of  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  the  true  Guru  abides,  those  who  are  privileged2  (by  God), 
are  selected  (by  the  Guru). 

Those  insincere  (Sakats)  hide  before  and  after  their  face,  they  do  not  mingle  (with  the  disciples). 

Their  food  is  not  there,  the  rams  go  and  acquire  falsehood. 

Though  the  Sakat  be  fed,  yet  he  necessarily  disgorges  poison  from  his  mouth. 

No  fellowship  should  be  made  with  any  Sakat,  they  are  smitten  by  the  creator. 

"Whose  this  sport  is,  he  makes  and  sees  it ; 3  humble  Nanak  remembers  the  name. 

Slok  II. 
The  true  Guru  is  the  unattainable  Supreme  Spirit,  by  whom  Hari  is  kept  in  his  breast. 
No  one  can  come  up  to  the  true  Guru,  on  whose  side  the  creator  is. 

The  sword  and  coat  of  mail  of  the  true  Guru  is  the  worship  of  Hari,  by  which  death,  the  plague, 
is  destroyed. 

1  fcJJIAMd'  =  TT3R^,  ari  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

2  ?5M<^Q  is  explained  by  the  Sikh  Granthls  by  "  spy ;"  but  this  is  a  mere  guess.  It  corresponds  to  the 
Sansk.  5f  A\ e|'<[ ,  one  who  is  privileged  (by  God)  on  account  of  his  merits,  etc.  35M<cldl'  stands  for  MQ^dT 
(or  rather  W4«cd)>  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 

3  The  sense  is :  the  whole  world  is  the  sport  of  Hari,  he  makes  it  and  sees  it. 
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Hari  himself  is  the  protector  of  the  true  Guru,  after  the  true  Guru l  every  one  is  saved  by  Hari. 
"Who  excogitates  mischief  against  the  perfect  true  Guru,  he  is  smitten  by  the  creator  himself. 
He  is  taken  notice  of  at  the  threshold  of  the  true  Hari,  (by  whom)  the  unattainable  (Guru)  is 
reflected  upon,  (says)  humble  Nanak. 

Paurl. 
By  'whom  the  True  one  is  adored  whilst  being  asleep,  they  utter  the  True  one,  when  they  rise. 
Those  disciples  are  scarce  in  the  world,  who  utter  the  True  one. 
1  am  a  sacrifice  to  those,  who  day  by  day  utter  the  True  one. 
To  whose  mind  and  body  the  True  one  is  pleasing,  they  go  to  the  true  threshold. 
Humble  Nanak  utters  the  true  name,  he  always  worships  the  perfectly  True  one. 

XXII. 
Bloh  I.;     mahala  IV. 

What  is  sleeping,  what  is  waking  ?  those,  who  are  disciples,  are  acceptable. 

By  whom  at  every  breath  and  morsel  he  (Hari)  is  not  forgotten,  they  are  perfect  and  most  excellent  men. 

By  destiny  the  true  Guru  is  obtained,  (if )  day  by  day  meditation  be  made. 

Their  society  I  will  hold  fast,  that  I  may  obtain  honour  at  the  threshold, 

(Who)  in  sleeping  utter :  vah,  vah !  and  (who)  also  in  rising  say  :  vah,  vah  ! z 

Nanak  (says) :  their  faces  (are)  bright,  who,  when  rising  (from  sleep),  continually  remember  (him). 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  IV. 

(If )  one's  own  true  Guru  be  served,  the  boundless  name  is  obtained. 

Those,  who  are  drowning  in  the  water  of  existence,  Hari  draws  out,  the  bountiful  Hari  bestows 
gifts  (upon  them). 

Blessed,  blessed  is  that  wholesale  merchant,3  who  deals  in  the  name. 

The  disciples,  the  retail-dealers,  who  come,  he  ferries  across  by  means  of  the  word. 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  on  whom  mercy  is  bestowed,  they  serve  the  creator. 

Paurl. 
Those  men  are  devotees  of  the  perfectly  True  one,  by  whom  the  perfectly  True  one  is  adored. 
The  disciples,  who  seek  him,  find  the  True  one  in  their  heart. 
By  whom  the  true  Lord  is  served,  they  subdue  and  overcome  death,  the  plague. 
The  perfectly  True  one  is  greater  than  all,  who  serve  the  True  one  are  united  with  the  True  one.4 
Praise  to  the  perfectly  True  one !  serving  the  perfectly  True  one  they  gain  their  end. 

XXIII. 

Slok  T. ;    mahala  IV. 

The  self-willed  one  is  a  foolish  creature,  being  destitute  of  the  name  he  goes  astray. 
Without  the  Guru  the  (human)  mind  does  not  become  fixed,  again  and  again  (man)  falls  into 
the  womb. 

(If)  Hari,  the  Lord,  himself  become  merciful  (to  one),  then  the  true  Guru  is  met  with. 
Humble  Nanak  (says) :  praise  thou  the  name  and  the  pain  of  birth  and  death  will  go ! 

1  After  the  true  Guru,  i.e.  following  the  true  Guru. 

2  Vah,  vah  (supply :  Guru  !). 

3  The  4-110  is  here  the  Guru. 

4  dWlfWfT  =  (J%  (or  dwi),  ftTWT  being  a  meaningless  alliteration  ;  similarly :  S75TPWT=^S- 


RAG  GAURI,  MAH.  IV.,  III.,  VAR  XXIV.  XXV.  445 

SloJc  II.  j    mahala  IV. 
I  will  praise  my  own  Guru  in  many  ways  with  affection  ! 

Having  brought  about  an  intimacy  (with  the  Guru)  I  keep  my  mind  attached  to  the  true  Guru. 
Applying  my  mind  to  the  beloved  Hari  my  tongue'cannot  get  enough  in  praising  (him). 
Nanak  has  a  hunger  after  the  name  in  his  heart,  having  drunk  the  juice  of  Hari  his  heart  becomes 
satiated. 

Pauri. 

The  perfectly  True  one  is  known  (from  his)  power,  by  whom  day  and  night  is  made. 
He  is  true,  who  is  always  praising  (him),  the  greatness  of  the  True  one  is  true. 
Who  is  praising  (him)  is  true  (and  his)  praise  (also)  is  true,  (but)  the  estimate  of  the  True  one  no 
one  has  obtained. 

When  the  perfect  true  Guru  is  met  with,  then  he  (Hari)  is  present  and  comes  into  sight. 
By  whom  the  True  one  is  praised,  all  the  hunger  of  those  disciples  is  done  away. 

XXIV. 

SloJc  I. ;    mahala,  IV. 

Searching  my  heart  and  body  I  found  that  Lord  in  seeking. 

I  obtained  the  Guru  as  intercessor,  by  whom  the  Lord  Hari  was  joined  to  me. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  III. 
Who  is  relying  on  the  Maya  is  very  blind  and  deaf. 
He  does  not  hear  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  and  is  much  wandering  about. 
To  the  disciple  it  is  known  by  devoutly  meditating  on  the  word. 
Having  heard  the  name  of  Hari  he  minds  it,  and  is  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 
What  pleases  him,  that  he  does  being  caused  to  do  it. 
Nanak  (says) :  the  musical  instrument  emits  a  sound  being  caused  to  sound. 

Pauri. 
Thou,  0  creator,  art  knowing  everything  which  is  going  on  within  the  creatures. 
Thou,  0  creator,  art  thyself  inestimable,  (but)  the  whole  world  is  estimated  (by  thee). 
Whatever  exists  is  made  by  thee,  all  is  thy  work. 
Thou  alone  art  existing  in  every  creature,  true,  0  Lord,  is  thy  work. 

Who  have  met  with  the  true  Guru,  they  are  united  with  Hari,  there  is  no  confidence  (on  the  part  of 
Hari)  on  any  one  else. 

XXV. 
SloJc  I. ;  mahala  IV. 
This  mind  should  be  kept  fast,  0  disciple,  the  thought  should  be  directed  (on  him) ! 
How  should  he  at  any  breath  and  morsel  be  forgotten,  (who)  in  sitting  and  rising  is  always 
(with  thee)  ? 

Anxiety  about  death  and  life  is  gone,  this  body  is  in  the  power  of  the  Lord  Hari. 
As  it  pleases  (thee),  so  keep  (me),  bestow  the  name  on  humble  Nanak ! 

Slok  II. ;   mahala  III. 

The  conceited  self-willed  man  does  not  know  the  palace  (of  Hari),  one  moment  he  is  before,  one 
moment  he  is  behind. 

(Though)  he  be  always  called,  he  does  not  come  to  the  palace,  how  shall  he  be  accomplished  at  the 
threshold  (of  Hari)  ? 

Some  rare  one  knows  the  palace  of  the  true  Guru  and  always  joins  his  hands  (in  supplication). 

(On  whom)  my  Hari  bestows  his  own  mercy,  (him)  he  causes  to  return  (to  his  palace),  (says)  Nanak. 
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Paurl. 

The  performance  of  that  service  is  fruitful,  by  means  of  which  the  mind  of  the  true  Guru  is  won  over. 
"When  the  mind  of  the  true  Guru  is  won  over,  then  sins  and  blemishes  are  destroyed. 
The  disciples  hear  with  their  ears  the  instruction,  that  is  given  by  the  true  Guru. 
By  whom  the  will  of  the  true  Guru  is  minded,  to  them  a  fourfold  colour  is  applied. 
This  is  only  the  course  of  the  disciples,  that  having  heard  the  initiatory  mantra  of  the  Guru  their 
hearts  are  imbued  with  love. 

XXVI. 

Slok  I. ;   mahala  III. 

Who  conceals  his  own  Guru,  he  gets  no  place  nor  spot. 

Both,  this  and  that  world,  are  lost,  he  gets  no  place  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 
That  opportunity  does  not  come  to  hand,  that  he  may  again  cling  to  the  feet  of  the  true  Guru. 
He  is  dropped  from  the  account  of  the  true  Guru,  in  pain  he  passes  his  time. 

The  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  is  without  enmity,  whom  he  takes  himself,  (him)  he  applies  (to 
his  service). 

Nanak  (says) :  to  whom  he  shows  his  sight,  them  he  rescues  at  the  threshold  (of  Hari). 

Slok  II. ;   mahala  III. 

The  self-willed  one  is  ignorant,  foolish  and  conceited. 
In  his  heart  is  wrath,  in  gambling  his  intelligence  is  lost. 
He  is  given  to  falsehood  and  sins. 
What  does  he  hear,  what  does  he  speak  and  tell  ? 
Blind  and  deaf  he  falls  into  a  well  going  astray. 
The  self-willed  one  comes  and  goes  blind. 
Without  joining  the  true  Guru  he  is  not  accepted. 
Nanak  (says)  :  what  is  written  before,  that  he  earns. 

Pawn. 

Whose  hearts  are  hard,  they  do  not  sit  with  the  true  Guru. 
There  the  True  one  is  abiding,  (but)  the  heart  of  the  false  ones  is  gloomy. 

Practising  fraud  and  deceit  they  are  bringing  forth  false  accusations,  then  they  go  again  and  sit  with 
the  false  ones. 

Falsehood  does  not  mingle  with  the  true  ones,  let  one  see  and  ascertain  this ! 

The  false  ones  mingle  with  the  false  ones,  (whereas)  the  truthful  disciples  sit  with  the  true  Guru. 

XXVII. 

Slok  I. ;    mahala  V. 

He  himself  making  efforts  kills  the  remaining  slanderers. 
The  assistant  of  the  saints,  0  Nanak,  is  everywhere  present. 

Slok  II.  ;    mahala  V. 

They  are  thoroughly  gone  astray,  thoroughly,  where  will  they  put  their  hands  ? 
Even  by  him  they  are  destroyed,  0  Nanak,  who  is  the  powerful  cause  of  causes. 


Taking  nooses  they  go  at  night-time,  (but)  the  Lord  knows  the  creatures. 

They  look  at  another's  wife,  hiding  themselves  in  a  place. 

They  break  holes  in  the  wall  (of  a  house)  in  an  uneven  place,  they  enjoy  sweet  liquor. 
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(But)  they  themselves  will  repent  of  their  own  works. 

The  angel  Ajrail l  will  press  (them  like)  sesam  seed  in  an  oil-press. 

XXVIII. 

Sloi  I. ;  mahala  V. 

The  servants  of  the  true  wholesale  merchant  are  approved  of. 
"Who  serve  another,  0  Nanak,  those  fools  are  consumed  and  die. 

Slolc  II. ;    mahala,  V. 
The  destiny,  that  has  been  written  by  the  Lord  himself,  cannot  be  effaced. 
The  name  of  Earn  is  wealth  and  capital,  (on  that)  meditate  always,  0  Nanak  ! 

JPaurl. 

(To  whom)  Narayan  has  put  a  stumbling-block,  where  will  he  put  his  foot  ? 

"Who  is  committing  countless  sins,  he  tastes  continually  poison. 

"Who  is  calumniating  (others)  is  consumed  and  dies,  he  burns  in  his  body. 

"Who  is  smitten  down  by  the  true  Lord,  who  will  protect  him  ? 

Nanak  has  fled  to  the  asylum  of  him,  who  is  the  inapprehensible  Supreme  Spirit. 

XXIX. 

Slolc  I. ;    mahala  V. 

The  terrible  hell,  (in  which  there  are)  many  tortures,  is  the  place  for  the  ungrateful. 
"Who  are  smitten  down  by  that  Lord,  0  Nanak,  they,  being  refused,  die. 

Slolc  II.  ;    mahala  V. 

All  remedies  are  applied  by  him  {i.e.  the  slanderer),  (but)  there  is  no  medicine  for  the  slanderer. 
(Whom)  the  Lord  himself  leads  astray,  0  Nanak,  he  is  consumed  and  falls  (again)  into  the  womb. 

Paurl ;  mahala  V. 

The  perfect  true  Guru  being  pleased  gives  the  true  inexhaustible  wealth  of  Hari. 

All  cares  are  effaced  (thereby),  the  fear  of  Tama  ceases. 

Lust,  wrath  (and  all)  wickedness  are  destroyed  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

"Who  are  serving  another  besides  the  True  one,  they  will  die  hip-broken. 

On  Nanak  the  Guru  has  bestowed  communion  with  the  name. 

XXX. 

Slolc  I.  ;   mahala  IV. 

He  is  not  an  ascetic,  (who)  is  covetous  in  his  heart,  the  deceitful  one  wanders  about  for  the  sake 
of  the  Maya. 

First,  being  called,  he  does  not  take  the  alms  of  the  pious  one,  afterwards  repenting,  the  ascetic  comes 
and  places  him  in  the  hell  of  the  childless.2 

All  the  righteous  people  begin  to  laugh,  that  the  ascetic  is  overcome  by  greediness  and  worldly  desires. 

"Where  he  sees  little  wealth,  there  the  ascetic  does  not  go  near,  by  keeping  his  look  on  much  wealth 
the  ascetic  loses  his  sanctity. 

0  brother,  this  is  no  ascetic,  he  is  a  heron,  thus  the  pious  people  think. 

1  tnrarsfa*.  ( fyjW) the  an£eI  of  death- 

2  The  sense  is :  the  ascetic  does  not  at  first  take  the  alms  offered  by  a  pious  man,  afterwards  repenting  of 
it  he  curses  him  and  places  him  in  the  hell  of  the  childless  (X[3>  the  hell,  destined  for  the  childless). 
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The  ascetic,  who  slanders  the  pious  people,  he  is  smitten  down  by  God  on  account  of  this  fault, 
(though)  he  may  be  praised  by  the  world. 

Behold,  by  the  slander  of  the  great  (pious)  people  all  the  fruit,  which  the  ascetic  had  acquired,  is 
gone,  destroyed  by  the  ascetic  (himself) ! l 

Outside  he  sits  amongst  the  pious  and  is  called  an  ascetic. 

(But  when)  he  sits  inside  (the  house),  he  commits  sin. 

Hari  manifests  and  shows  (his)  inward  sin  to  the  pious. 

Dharm-Rae  says  to  the  servants  of  Tama :  seize  and  put  this  ascetic  there,  where  the  great  murderers  are ! 

No  one  has  further  any  connexion  with  this  ascetic,  he  is  cursed  by  the  true  Guru. 

What  is  going  on  at  the  gate  of  Hari,  that  Nanak  tells ;  he  comprehends  it,  who  is  fitted  for  it  by  God. 

Sidle  II. ;   mahalu  IV. 

By  the  devotion  of  Hari,  Hari  is  adored  ;  the  greatness  of  Hari, 

The  praise  of  Hari  the  devotees  are  always  singing  ;  the  name  of  Hari  is  bestowing  happiness  (on  them) . 
On  the  devotees  of  Hari  the  greatness  of  the  name  is  always  bestowed  and  it  becomes  always  greater. 
The  devotees  of  Hari  are  placed  firmly  in  (their)  houses,  he  preserves  their  honour. 
Hari  will  ask  account  from  (their)  slanderers,  he  will  punish  them  severely. 
As  the  slanderers  are  acting  in  their  own  heart,  such  a  fruit  they  obtain. 

What  is  done  within  (the  heart)  will  at  last  become  manifest,  though  one  do  it  sitting  within  the 
earth. 

Humble  Nanak  is  happy  having  seen  the  greatness  of  Hari. 

Pauri. 
Hari  himself  is  the  protector  of  his  devotees,  what  can  the  sinner  do  (against  them)  ? 
The  foolish  conceited  man  practises  conceit,  he  eats  poison  and  dies. 
Few  are  the  days  (of  life),  as  a  ripe  field  is  cut  down. 
As  the  works  are,  they  are  practising,  such  will  be  their  reward. 
The  Lord  of  humble  Nanak  is  great,  he  is  the  Lord  of  all. 

XXXI. 

Sidle  I. ;    mahald  IV. 

The  fleshly-minded  one  is  thoroughly  misled,  (he  lives)  in  greediness,  covetousness,  and  egotism. 

Quarrelling  day  by  day  he  passes  his  time,  he  does  not  reflect  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

All  their  sense  and  understanding  is  taken  away  by  the  creator,  what  they  talk,  is  all  nonsense. 

They  are  not  satisfied  with  any  gift,  in  their  heart  is  thirst  and  much  ignorance  and  blindness. 

Nanak  (says) :  breaking  off  connexion  with  the  fleshly-minded  is  best,  who  entertain  fondness  and 
affection  for  the  Maya. 

Sidle  I. ;    mahala  IV. 

Who  have  another  love  in  their  heart,  with  those  no  friendship  should  be  made  by  the  disciples. 

They  come  and  go  and  are  made  to  wander  about  (in  transmigration),  not  in  a  dream  they  get  any 
happiness. 

They  practise  falsehood  and  utter  falsehood,  clinging  to  falsehood  they  become  stupid. 

1  The  readings  in  this  verse  differ  considerably,  as  its  sense  was  no  longer  understood.  The  MS. 
(No.  2483)  reads:  K-l\  57T  %HM'  which  gives  no  sense  whatever;  the  MS.  (No.  2184)  reads:  H^JJ 
\nrMT  5l  (a -tan  $"y,  which  is  equally  senseless.  We  have  translated  according  to  the  Lahore  litho- 
graphed copy,  which  reads :  *rJTy7PCr  «ft  TX-il  Wl  %¥  tlT  3^T  ^  ^*5  *53TT ;  3T  must  be  joined  to 
f^T  =  ^  51  S35  353TT-     But  the  whole  verse  is  in  itself  very  intricate  and  clumsy. 
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Fondness  for  the  Maya  is  all  pain,  in  pain  they  are  destroyed,  in  pain  they  will  weep. 
Nanak  (says)  :  no  union  is  possible  between  worldliness   and  devout  meditation,  though  every  one 
desire  it. 

Who  have  got  religious  merits  in  their  bag,  they  obtain  happiness  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

Pawn;  mahala  V. 

0  ITanak,  the  saintly  Munis  state  it  and  the  four  Vedas  tell  it : 

(That)  the  words,  which  the  devotees  utter  with  their  mouth,  take  effect. 

They  are  manifest  and  known  in  the  world  and  all  people  are  hearing  (them)  : 

The  foolish  men,  who  are  in  enmity  with  the  saints,  obtain  no  happiness. 

They  desire  their  virtues,  they  are  burning  in  selfishness. 

"What  can  those  helpless  people  do,  when  their  very  lot  is  bad  ? 

"Who  are  smitten  by  that  Supreme  Brahm,  they  are  destroyed  by  anybody. 

"Who  entertain  enmity  with  him,  who  is  without  enmity  (=God),  they  are  justly  consumed. 

Who  are  cursed  by  the  Saint  (=  the  Guru),  they  wander  about  perplexed. 

The  branches  of  a  tree,  that  is  cut  off  at  the  very  root,  are  getting  dry. 

XXXII. 

Sloh  I. ;    mahala  V. 

By  Guru  Nanak  the  name  of  Hari,  who  is  able  to  break  and  to  make,  was  made  firm. 
0  friend,  remember  thou  always  the  Lord,  and  thy  pain  goes  off. 

Sloh  II. ;    mahala  V. 
The  hungry  one  knows  no  modesty,  he  is  shameless  and  abusive. 
Nanak  asks  for  the  name ;  0  Hari,  grant  (me)  in  mercy  devotion  (to  it) ! 

Paurl} 

As  the  works  are,  which  one  is  doing,  such  are  the  fruits. 

Who  grind  (between  their  teeth)  hot  iron,  they  are  bruised  in  their  gullet. 

That  messenger  (of  Tama)  throws  a  neck-rope  (on  them)  and  marches  (them  off)  (according  to 
their)  works. 

No  hope  (of  theirs)  is  fulfilled,  (who)  are  continually  taking  up  another's  filth.2 

The  ungrateful  ones,  who  do  not  acknowledge  the  work  (done  to  them),  are  wandering  about  in 
(different)  wombs. 

All  (their)  firmness  is  exhausted  by  him  {i.e.  Hari),  (their)  support  is  taken  away  by  him. 

(Who)  does  not  let  the  quarrel  drop,  he  is  taken  away  by  the  creator. 

Whoever  are  practising  conceit,  they  fall  down  to  the  ground. 

XXXIII. 

Sloh  I. ;    mahala  III. 

The  disciple  gets  divine  knowledge,  discrimination  and  wisdom. 

He  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari  in  his  heart,  springing  (them)  into  a  necklace. 

He  is  reflecting  on  the  holy,  pure  and  high  (Supreme  Being). 

Who  meets  with  him,  him  he  brings  across  ( =  saves). 

(In  whose)  heart  a  desire  after  the  name  of  Hari  is  contained : 

1  This  Pauri  is  extremely  intricate  and  confused,  the  manuscripts  differing  also  in  consequence  thereof 
very  much  in  their  readings. 

2  "IJH*TS5  fvJdAI',  to  take  up  another's  filth  =  to  slander  him. 
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He  gets  great  glory  at  the  gate  of  Hari,  most  excellent  is  (his)  speech. 

Whichever  man  hears  (it),  he  becomes  happy. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  joining  the  Guru  the  wealth  and  goods  of  the  name  are  obtained. 

Sidle  II. ;  mahald  IV. 

No  information  is  obtained  about  the  heart  of  the  true  Guru,  what  pleases  the  perfect  true  Guru. 

"Withiu  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  the  true  Guru  dwells ;  who  likes  the  disciples,  he  comes  into  the 
good  graces  of  the  Guru. 

(Who)  do  the  work,  which  the  true  Guru  commands,  (who)  practise  that  silent  repetition  (of  the 
name),  the  service  of  (those)  disciples  the  True  one  approves. 

Who  desires,  that  work  should  be  done  by  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  without  the  order  of  the  true 
Guru,  him  the  disciple  of  the  Guru  does  not  approach  again. 

If  one  put  his  life  before  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  before  him  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  do  work. 

Who  comes  with  deceit  and  goes  with  deceit,  him  the  disciple  of  the  Guru  does  by  no  means  approach. 

Kanak  proclaims  the  decision  of  Brahm  :  who  causes  a  work  to  be  done  (by  the  disciples)  without 
the  mind  of  the  true  Guru  being  won  over,  that  creature  will  incur  great  pain. 

Pauri. 
Thou  art  the  true  Lord,  very  great,  like  thyself  thou  (only)  art  great. 

Whom  thou  united  (with  thyself),  he  is  united  with  thee,  whom  thou  thyself  pardonest,  (his) 
account  thou  droppest. 

Whom  thou  thyself  art  uniting  (with  thyself ),  he  serves  the  true  Guru,  his  mind  becomes  firmly  fixed. 

Thou  art  the  true  Lord,  thou  art  true  :   soul,  body,  skin,  bones,  all  is  thine. 

As  it  pleases  thee,  so  keep  (me),  0  True  one !  in  (my)  heart  I  trust  in  thee,  0  great  one ! 


GAUEI  KI  VAE ;   MAHALA  V. 

To  be  sung  after  the  tune  of  the  Var  of  Eae  Kamaldi  and  Mojdi. 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     XXXIV. 
Slok  I. ;    mahald  V. 
The  man,  who  mutters  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  he  is  approved  of. 
I  am  a  sacrifice  to  that  man,  by  whom  is  adored  the  Lord,  who  enjoys  perfect  bliss. 
(His)  pain  of  regeneration  and  death  is  cut  off,  (who)  has  met  with  Hari,  the  all-wise  Supreme  Spirit. 
In  the  society  of  the  saintshe  crosses  the  ocean  (of  existence),  the  true  one  is  saved,1  (says)  humble  Nanak. 

Slok  II. 
Eising  early,  0  guest,  come  to  my  house  ! 

I  wash  his  feet,  who  has  always  in  his  mind  and  body  love  (to  Hari). 
(Who)  hears  the  name,  (who)  collects  the  name,  (who)  devoutly  meditates  on  the  name : 
(His)  house  and  property,  all  become  pure,  he  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 
The  name  of  Hari  a  very  fortunate  trafficker  obtains,  0  Nanak  ! 

1  TTOT  "3T&-     It  is  perhaps  better  to  take  here  3TS  as  p.  past.  (Sansk.  ^TTJJ)  =  saved;  but  the  words 
might  also  be  translated:  "  true  (is  his)  salvation,"  3"rgc  being  taken  as  substantive. 
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Paurl. 
"What  pleases  thee,  that  is  good,  true  is  thy  decree. 
Thou  alone  art  ahiding  in  all,  i%all  thou  art  contained. 

In  every  place  (thou  art)  continually  contained,  (thou  art)  pervading  the  creatures. 
Who  joins  the  society  of  the  pious,  by  him  thou  art  obtained,  if  he  mind  the  will  of  the  True  one. 
Nanak  has  fled  to  the  asylum  of  the  Lord,  he  is  continually  a  sacrifice  (to  him). 

II.     XXXV. 

8lok  I. ;    mahala  V. 

When  I  remind  thee,  then  mind  it :  he  is  the  true  Lord  and  master. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  serves  the  true  Guru  and  ascends  the  boat,  he  crosses  the  water  of  existence. 

Slolc  II. ;    mahala  V. 
The  fool  in  his  pride  puts  on  clothes  of  wind. 
Nanak  (says) :  they  do  not  go  with  him,  being  burnt  they  become  ashes. 

Paurl. 
Those  are  saved  in  the  world,  who  are  preserved  by  Himself. 
By  seeing  the  face  of  those,  who  have  tasted  the  nectar  of  Hari,  one  lives. 
Lust,  wrath,  covetousness,  spiritual  blindness  are  devoured  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 
By  the  Lord  Hari  himself,  bestowing  his  own  mercy  (on  them),  they  are  tested. 
Nanak  (says) :  his  proceedings  are  not  known,  none  can  perceive  them. 

III.     XXXVI. 

Sidle  I. ;    mahala  V. 

Nanak  (says) :  that  day  is  pleasant,  in  which  the  Lord  comes  into  (one's)  mind. 

On  which  day  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  forgotten,  cursed  is  (then  even)  an  agreeable  season. 

Slolc  II. ;    mahala  V. 
Nanak  entertains  friendship  with  him,  in  whose  hand  everything  is. 
Those  are  called  bad  friends,  who  do  not  go  with  (one)  one  step. 

Paurl. 
The  nectar-name  is  a  hidden  treasure,  come,  0  brother,  and  drink  it ! 
By  the  remembrance  of  which  happiness  is  obtained  and  all  thirst  is  quenched. 
Serve  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Guru,  and  no  hunger  will  remain ! 
All  desires  are  obtained,  freedom  from  death  is  gotten. 
Like  thyself  thou  (only)  art ;  Nanak  has  fled  to  the  asylum  of  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

IV.    XXXVII. 

Sidh  I. ;    mahala  V. 

I  have  looked  in  every  spot,  no  place  is  vacant  (of  him). 

Kanak  (says) :  they  have  obtained  their  object,  with  whom  the  true  Guru  has  met. 

Slolc  II. ;    mahala  V. 
As  a  flash  of  lightning  in  the  sky,  so  is  the  world  passing  away. 
That  thing  is  becoming,  (says)  Nanak,  (if)  one  is  muttering  the  name  of  that  Lord. 

Paurl. 
No  one,  having  searched  the  Smriti  and  all  the  Shastras,  has  found  out  (his)  estimate. 
Who  falls  in  with  the  pious,  that  man  enjoys  the  pleasure  of  Hari. 
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The  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  this  is  a  mine  of  jewels. 
On  whose  forehead  this  is  written,  that  man  remembers  Hari. 
May  the  true  name  be  given  as  viaticum  to  Nanak,  (thy)  guest ! 

V.  XXXVIII. 
Sloh  I. ;    mahala  V. 

In  (his)  heart  (is)  anxiety,  dry  (are  his)  eyes,  hunger  does  not  all  go  off. 

0  Nanak,  without  the  true  name  the  pain  of  no  one  has  gone  off. 

Sloh  II. ;    mahala  V. 
Those  caravans  are  plundered,  which  did  not  lade  the  True  one. 
Nanak  (says) :  those  are  doing  well,  by  which,  joining  the  Guru,  the  One  is  known. 

Pauri. 
'Where  the  pious  are  sitting,  that  place  is  beautiful. 
Those  serve  their  own  powerful  (Lord),  all  evil  is  done  away. 
"  The  Supreme  Brahm  is  saving  the  sinners,"  (thus)  the  saints  and  the  Vedas  say. 
"  Compassionate  to  thy  devotees,"  this  is  thy  practice,  that  is  going  on  through  all  ages. 
Nanak  asks  for  the  One  name,  that  is  pleasing  to  his  mind  and  body. 

VI.  XXXIX. 

Sloh  I. 

The  sparrow  chirps  at  the  dawn  of  day,  many  waves  flow  on. 

("With  their)  wonderful  form  the  saints  are  not  enraptured,  the  delight  of  Nanak  is  in  the  name. 

Sloh  II. ;    mahala  V. 
House  and  mansion  and  pleasures  are  there,  where  thou  comest  into  (one's)  mind. 
All  the  grandeurs  of  the  world,  (says)  Nanak,  are  bad  friends. 

Pauri. 
The  wealth  of  Hari  is  true  capital,  but  known  by  few. 
He  obtains  it,  0  brothers,1  to  whom  the  disposer  (of  all)  gives  it. 
That  man  is  flourishing  in  heart  and  body,  who  is  steeped  in  the  colour  of  Hari. 
(By  whom)  in  the  society  of  the  pious  his  excellences  are  sung,  he  is  devouring  all  his  sins. 
Nanak  (says) :  he  lives,  who  has  known  the  One. 

VII.     XL. 

Sloh  I. ;    mahala  V. 

The  fruits  are  beautiful,  which  hang  at  the  neck  of  the  Akk-tree.2 
Parting  and  separation  from  the  Lord  (take  place)  by  the  knot  of  doubt. 

Sloh  II. 
"Who  are  forgetting  (him),  they  die,  (but)  they  cannot  by  any  means  die  also. 
Who  turn  away  from  Earn,  (they  are  in  agony)  like  a  thief  on  an  impaling  stake. 

Pauri. 

1  have  heard,  that  the  eternal  Lord  alone  is  the  depository  of  happiness. 

It  is  said,  that  Hari  is  present  in  water,  land,  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  and  in  every  creature. 

1  dlfydO.  Voc.  Plur.  (properly  a  SindhI  Plur.  3fT^T>  brothers). 

2  V("fer?r^>  s-f-'  tne  ^'ali  °f  *ne  Akk-tree,  which  is  poisonous,  but  beautiful  to  look  on. 
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High  and  lo-w,  worms  and  elephants,  all  are  alike  made  (by  him). 

Friends,  companions,  sons,  relations  are  produced  (by  him). 

Kanak  (says) :  to  whom  he,  being  pleased,  gives  the  name,  he  enjoys  the  pleasure  of  Hari. 

VIII.  XLI. 

Slok  I. ;   mahala  V. 

"Who,  minding  the  mantra  (of  the  Guru),  do  not  forget  the  name  of  Hari  at  every  breath  and  morsel : 
Those  are  blessed,  0  Nanak,  those  are  perfect  saints. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  V. 
The  eight  watches  he  wanders  about  in  intense  pain  (caused  by)  eating. 

How  shall  he  be  prevented  from  falling  into  hell,  when  the  messenger  (of  God) '  does  not  come  into 
his  mind  ? 

Pauri. 
Cling  to  him,  0  man,  in  whose  skirt  is  the  name ! 

Here  thou  wilt  remain  happy  and  further  on  it  (the  name)  will  go  with  thee. 
Build  a  house  of  true  religion,  fix  firmly  all  the  posts  ! 
Seize  the  asylum  of  Narayan  !  in  that  and  this  world  he  supports  (thee). 
Nanak  (says) :  by  whom  the  feet  of  Hari  are  seized,  him  he  receives  at  the  threshold. 

IX.  XLII. 

Slok  I. ;   mahala  V. 

The  beggar  asks  for  a  gift,  give  it  (me),  0  beloved ! 

The  beautiful  donor  is  always  kept  in  my  mind. 

His  inestimable  store-rooms  can  by  no  means  be  exhausted. 

Kanak  (says) :  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  inexhaustible,  everything  is  accomplished  by  it. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  V. 
O  disciples,  by  love  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  regeneration  and  death  are  stopped. 
Their  faces  are  always  bright  and  happy,  (says)  Nanak,  who  are  remembering  the  One. 

Pauri. 
There  nectar  is  distributed,  (where  one)  is  happy  at  the  work  of  Hari. 
He  is  not  put  into  the  road  of  Yama,  he  is  not  dying  again. 
"Who  has  conceived  love  and  affection  (for  Hari),  him  he  is  joining  (to  himself). 
If  the  pious  people  are  uttering  the  words  (of  the  Guru),  the  fountains  of  nectar  flow. 
Seeing  (their)  sight  JNanak  lives,  he  holds  it  fast  in  his  mind. 

X.  XLIII. 

Slok  I. ;    mahala  V. 

By  serving  the  true,  perfect  Guru  pain  is  destroyed. 

0  Nanak,  by  adoring  the  name  the  business  (of  human  life)  is  put  right. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  "V. 
By  whose  remembrance  distress  goes  off,  and  joy,  welfare  and  rest  (come), 
0  Nanak,  (that)  Hari  should  always  be  muttered,  not  a  moment  (his)  name  should  be  forgotten ! 

1  6MHj  A*Lj,  messenger  (of  God),  here  =  the  Guru. 
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Paurl. 
How  shall  I  estimate  their  glory,  who  have  obtained  Hari  ? 
Who  falls  on  the  asylum  of  the  pious,  that  bound  man  is  set  free. 

Who  sings  the  excellences  of  the  Eternal  one,  he  is  not  rendered  miserable  in  the  womb. 
(With  whom)  the  Guru  meets,  he,  uttering  and  comprehending  the  Supreme  Brahm  Hari,  is  satisfied.1 
Nanak  (says) :  that  unattainable,  unfathomable  Lord  Hari  is  obtained  (by  him). 

XI.  XLIV. 

Slok  I. ;    mahala  V. 

(He)  does  not  do  his  own  business  (and)  wanders  about  in  the  world  (like)  a  whirlwind.2 
Nanak  (says) :  by  forgetting  the  name  what  happiness  will  accrue  (to  him)  ? 

Slok  II. 
The  bitterness  of  poison  adheres  to  the  whole  world. 
Humble  Nanak  has  come  to  this  decision,  that  the  name  of  Hari  (alone)  is  sweet. 

Paurl. 
This  is  the  sign  of  the  pious  one,  meeting  with  whom  one  crosses. 
The  servant  of  Tama  does  not  go  near  him,  he  does  not  die  again. 
The  ocean  of  existence,  the  world,  the  poison,  he  gets  safely  through. 

He  strings  together  the  excellences  of  Hari,  the  wealth  of  Hari  is  in  his  heart,  he  clears  away 
all  filth. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  remains  united  with  the  beloved  Supreme  Brahm,  the  divine  male  Hari. 

XII.  XLV. 

Slok  I. ;    mahala  V. 

Nanak  (says) :  those  are  approved  of,  in  whose  mind  Hari  dwells. 
Words  of  little  affection  are  of  no  use,  0  friend ! 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  V. 
The  Supreme  Brahm,  the  omnipresent,  unattainable,  wonderful  Lord  has  come  into  (my)  sight. 
Nanak  has  made  the  name  of  Bam  (his)  wealth  by  the  favour  of  the  perfect  Guru. 

Paurl. 
Deceit  does  not  avail  against  the  Lord,  by  greediness  and  spiritual  blindness  they  are  ruined. 
(Who)  do  good  works  (but)  are  fallen  asleep  by  the  intoxication  of  the  Maya : 
They  are  again  and  again  made  to  wander  about  in  the  womb,  they  are  thrown  into  the  road  of  Tama. 
They  get  their  own  deeds,  they  are  involved  3  in  pain. 
Nanak  (says) :  by  forgetting  the  name  they  sink 4  into  every  evil. 

XIII.     XLVI. 

Slok  I. ;    mahala  V. 

In  rising,  sitting  and  sleeping  that  (name)  is  happiness. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  praising  the  name  mind  and  body  become  tranquil. 

1  TWtn  =  Sausk.  37if.  2  JJf^3T=  Sansk.  -411^,  s.m.  whirlwind. 

3  -HSI  =  Sansk.  WfS-  i  ~3j5^[  v.n.,  to  sink  into. 
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Slok  II. ;    mahala,  V. 
Who  is  absorbed  in  covetousness,  wanders  always  about  without  gaining  at  all  his  end. 
"With  whom  the  Guru  falls  in,  OJSanak,  in  his  mind  (that  Hari)  dwells. 

Pawn, 
All  things  are  bitter,  the  name  of  the  True  one  is  sweet. 
To  those  people  of  Hari  it  is  sweet,  who,  being  pious,  taste  it. 
For  whom  it  is  decreed  by  the  Supreme  Brahm,  in  his  heart  he  dwells. 
(In  whom)  the  One  Supreme  Being  is  contained,  (his)  second  love  is  cut  off. 
Nanak  joining  (his)  hands  asks  for  Hari;  the  Lord,  being  pleased,  gives  (this  gift  to  him). 

XIV.  XLVTI. 
Stole  I. ;    mahala  V. 

That  begging  is  the  best,  which  asks  for  the  One. 

Other  words,  which  have  not  the  Lord  for  their  object,  are  useless,  0  Nanak  ! 

Slok  II. ;  mahala  V. 
A  heart  pierced  with  love  (and)  knowing  (God)  is  rare. 
(Whom)  the  saint  (=the  Guru)  is  uniting  (with  God),  (to  him)  the  road  (becomes)  smooth. 

Paurl. 
Serve  him,  0  soul,  who  is  liberal  and  bountiful ! 
All  sins  are  destroyed  by  remembering  Govind. 

The  way  of  Hari  is  shown  by  the  pious,  (if)  the  mantra  of  the  Guru  be  muttered. 
All  the  pleasures  of  the  Maya,  are  insipid  (to  him,  to  whom)  Hari  is  pleasing  in  (his)  mind. 
Meditate,  0  Nanak,  on  the  Lord,  by  whom  life  is  given ! 

XV.  XLVIII. 

Slok  I. ;  mahala  V. 

The  right  time  for  sowing  the  true  name  has  come ;  what  one  sows,  that  he  will  eat. 
He  gets  it  (the  name),  0  Nanak,  for  whom  it  is  decreed. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  V. 
He  is  asking  for  the  only  True  one,  to  whom  he  himself,  being  pleased,  gives  (it). 
Nanak  (asks)  for  (that)  gift  of  the  Lord,  by  the  eating  of  which  the  mind  is  satiated. 

Paurl. 
They  acquire  profit  in  the  world,  whose  wealth  and  capital  Hari  is. 
They  do  not  know  another  love,  their  trust  is  in  the  True  one. 
The  One  immovable  is  laid  hold  of  (by  them),  every  other  thing  is  passing  away. 
Who  forgets  the  Supreme  Brahm,  his  breath  is  useless. 
Nanak  will  be  a  sacrifice  to  that  man,  who  keeps  him  pressed  to  his  neck. 

XVI.  XLIX. 

Slok  I. ;    mahala  V. 

The  Supreme  Brahm  has  given  the  order  and  rain  has  fallen  with  natural  ease. 
Much  corn  and  grain  is  produced,  the  earth  is  filled  and  abundantly  satiated. 
(Who)  always  recites  his  excellences,  the  pain  of  his  poverty  passes  away. 
What  is  written  before,  that  is  obtained  and  found  by  his  order. 
0  Nanak,  meditate  on  that  Lord,  by  whom  thou  hast  been  vivified ! 
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Slok  II. ;    mahala  V. 
The  One  life-giving  ground  of  eternal  bliss  should  be  remembered ! 
There  is  no  other  place,  in  which  wise  should  one  become  tranquil  ? 
I  have  seen  the  whole  world,  there  is  no  happiness  without  the  name. 
Body  and  property  will  become  ashes,  as  everybody  knows. 
Complexion  and  enjoyment  are  worthless,  what  will  the  creature  do  ? 
Whom  he  himself  leads  astray,  he  does  not  know  the  trick. 
Who  are  imbued  with  love  to  the  blissful  (Supreme),  they  sing  the  True  one. 
Nanak  (says)  :  those,  who  are  at  the  gate  of  thy  asylum,  please  thee. 

Paurl. 
Eegeneration  and  death  do  not  happen  to  them,  who  cling  to  the  skirt  of  Hari. 
They  become  approved  of  whilst  living,  who  are  intent  on  the  praise  of  Hari. 
Who  have  obtained  the  society  of  the  pious,  they  are  very  fortunate. 
"Woe  to  the  life,  in  which  the  name  is  forgotten  !  raw  threads  break. 
Nanak  (says) :  the  dust  of  the  pious  is  purifying  (equally  to)  Lakhs  and  Crores  of  Prags.1 

XVII.    L. 
Slok  I. ;    mahala  V. 
(Like)  the  golden  earth,  studded  with  gems  of  grass,  (is)  a  man,  (in  whose)  mind  the  love  of  Hari 
dwells.2 

All  his  affairs  become  easy,  (says)  Nanak,  (if)  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  is  pleased. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  V. 

(The  111  or  kite)  is  wandering  about  in  the  ten  directions,  (on)  water,  mountain  and  forest. 
Where  a  corpse  is  seen,  there  the  111  goes  and  sits  down  (on  it). 

Pauri. 

Who  desires  the  fruit  of  all  comfort,  he  should  acquire  the  True  one. 

He  should  see  the  Supreme  Brahm  (as  being)  near  him,  he  should  meditate  on  the  One  name 

Having  become  the  dust  of  all  he  is  united  with  Hari. 

If  he  give  no  pain  to  any  creature,  he  will  go  with  honour  to  the  house  (of  Hari). 

Nanak  proclaims  the  Supreme  Spirit,  that  is  purifying  the  sinners. 

XVIII.     LI. 

Slok  I, ;    mahala  V. 

The  One,  whom  I  have  made  my  friend,  is  versed  in  every  ingenuity. 
My  life  is  sacrificed  to  Hari,  (my)  heart  and  body  are  his  property. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  V. 
If  thou  seizest  (my)  hand,  0  beloved,  I  will  not  give  thee  up  by  any  means. 
Those,  who  give  up  Hari,  are  wicked  men,  they  fall  into  the  pain  of  hell. 

1  Sansk.  M4|(3T,  the  modern  Ilahabad,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ganges  and  Jamna  with  the  supposed 
(subterraneous)  addition  of  the  SarasvatI;  thence  called  also  f^r^TJn'. 

2  This  verse  is  a  masterpiece  of  confusion,  it  can  only  be  translated  by  conjecture,  as  so  many  more,  no 
attention  being  paid  by  the  author  to  grammatical  order  or  clearness. 
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Pauri. 
What  Hari  does,  in  whose  house  are  all  treasures,  that  takes  effect. 
The  saints  live  by  continually  muttering  (him),  they  wash  off  the  filth  of  (their)  sins. 
In  whose  heart  the  lotus-footed  one  dwells,  his  difficulty  he  clears  away. 
"With  whom  the  perfect  Guru  meets,  he  does  not  die  nor  is  he  regenerated  nor  does  he  weep. 
Nanak  is  very  thirsty  after  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  may  he  in  mercy  grant  it  (to  me) ! 

XIX.     LIL 

Slok  I. ;   mahala  V. 

0  foolish  woman,  let  go  thy  doubt !  by  love  thy  beloved  and  thou  are  one. 
Wherever  thou  goest,  there  he  is  present. 

Sldk  II. ;    mahala  V.  > 

(In)  the  sport  of  the  battle-field '  they  mount  horses  and  seize  the  stocks  of  the  guns. 
(Whose)  mind  (is)  with  the  geese,  he  delights  (in)  the  flight  of  a  cock. 

Pauri. 
Who  (with  his)  tongue  utters  (and  with  his)  ears  hears  Hari,  he  is  saved,  0  friend ! 
Those  hands  are  pure,  which  with  faith  write  the  praise  of  Hari. 
Ablution  at  the  sixty-eight  Tirthas  and  all  the  meritorious  actions  are  done  by  them. 
They  are  rescued  from  the  ocean  of  the  world,  the  fort  of  sensuality  is  conquered. 
Nanak  (says) :  them  he  applies  to  his  skirt  and  saves,  by  whom  God  is  served,  0  friend ! 

XX.  LIII. 

Slok  I. ;    mahala  V. 

That  business  is  a  bad  profit,  (in  which)  the  One  does  not  come  into  one's  mind. 
Nanak  (says)  :  those  bodies  burst,  by  whom  the  Lord  is  forgotten. 

Slok  II. 
From  a  goblin  they  are  made  a  Devta  by  that  creator. 
All  disciples  are  saved  by  him,  by  the  Lord  (their)  affairs  are  adjusted. 
The  false  calumniators  are  thrown  down  by  him  in  (his)  court. 
The  Lord  of  Nanak  is  great,  he  himself  prepares  and  arranges  (everything). 

Pauri. 
The  Lord  is  endless  and  has  no  bounds  whatever,  all  is  his  doing. 
The  Lord  is  unattainable,  inapprehensible,  the  trust  of  the  creatures. 
Giving  his  hand  (to  them)  he  cherishes  (them),  filling  and  supporting  (is  his)  doing. 
He  himself  is  kind  and  forgiving ;  (who)  mutters  the  True  one,  is  crossing. 
What  pleases  thee,  that  is  good;  Nanak,  (thy)  slave,  (is  in  thy)  asylum. 

XXI.  LIV. 

Slok  I. ;   mahala  Y. 

To  him  no  hunger  whatever  remains,  who  has  that  Lord. 
Nanak  (says) :  every  one  is  saved,  who  clings  to  his  feet. 

1  tTafV  *•/•  (Khuddi)  the  battle-field,  arena. 
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Slolc  II. ;    rndhala  V. 
Nanak  (says) :  (whose)  patron  the  Lord  is,  he  has  no  hunger  by  any  means. 

Pauri. 
( Whose)  heart  is  imbued  with  love  to  G5vind,  he  acquires  true  enjoyment. 
Who  entertains  affection  for  the  name  of  Hari,  he  has  elephants  and  horses. 

(Who)  in  meditating  (on  Hari)  does  not  draw  back  (his)  face,  he  has  dominion,  wealth  and  much 
pleasure. 

The  musician  is  begging  at  the  gate  of  the  Lord,  he  never  gives  up  (his)  gate. 
Nanak  has  in  his  heart  and  body  this  desire,  he  continually  longs  for  the  Lord. 


EAGU   GAUEI;    THE   SAYINGS   OF   THE   DEVOTEES. 

Om  !  The  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  Supreme  Spirit. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  ! 

GAUEI   GUAEEEI;    CAUPADAS  OF  KABIB. 

I. 


I,  who  was  burning,  have  now  obtained  the  water  of  Earn. 
By  the  water  of  Earn  my  burning  body  has  been  extinguished. 
(1).  (Though)  one  go  to  the  forest  in  order  to  subdue  (his)  mind : 
"Without  the  water  (of  Earn)  that  Lord  is  not  obtained. 
(2).  The  fire,  by  which  gods  and  men  are  burnt : 
(From  that)  the  burning  people  are  saved  by  the  water  of  Earn. 
(3).  The  ocean  of  existence  is  in  the  ocean  of  happiness  (=  God). 
(Though)  people  go  on  drinking,  (yet)  the  water  is  not  exhausted. 
(4).  Kablr  says  :  adore  the  bow-holder  (=  Vishnu)  ! 
By  the  water  of  Earn  my  thirst  is  quenched. 

II. 

Pause. 

0  Madhava,  (my)  thirst  for  water  does  not  cease ! 
(In  drinking)  the  water  the  fire  increases  still  more. 
(1).  Thou  art  the  ocean,  I  am  the  fish  of  the  water. 

1  dwell  in  the  water,  without  the  water  I  am  done  for. 
(2).  Thou  art  the  cage,  I  am  thy  parrot. 

Yama,  the  eat,  what  can  he  do  unto  me  ? 

(3).  Thou  art  the  tree,  I  am  the  bird. 

The  unlucky  one  does  not  get  thy  sight. 

(4).  Thou  art  the  Guru,  I  am  thy  new  disciple  (=  apprentice). 

Eabir  says :  join  me  at  the  time  of  the  end ! 

III. 
(1).  "When  he  (the  Supreme)  is  considered  by  me  as  the  only  One : 
Then  why  are  the  people  annoyed  by  it  ? 
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Pause. 


I  am  without  honour,  my  honour  is  lost. 
May  not  any  one  fall  into  my  tr|pk ! 
(2).  "We  are  tardy,  tardy  in  the  mind. 
"We  have  no  partnership  nor  fellowship  with  any  one. 
(3).  Honour  and  dishonour, — -we  do  not  care  for  it. 
Then  you  will  know,  when  the  plaiting1  is  laid  open. 
(4).  Kabir  says  :  the  honour  (of)  Hari2  is  real. 
Give  up  all  and  adore  only  Earn ! 

IV. 

(1).  If  by  wandering  about  naked  union  (with  Hari)  be  obtained : 
Then  every  deer  of  the  forest  will  become  emancipated. 


What  are  the  naked,  what  are  those  with  skins,3 

"When  they  do  not  know  the  Supreme  ? 

(2).  If  by  Bhaving  the  head  perfection  is  obtained  : 

The  sheep  is  emancipated,  no  one  is  lost. 

(3).  If  by  retaining  the  semen  virile  one  cross,  0  brother ! 

"Why  should  then  not  the  eunuch  obtain  salvation  ? 

(4).  Kabir  says :  hear,  0  man  and  brother ! 

"Without  the  name  of  Earn  no  one  has  obtained  salvation. 


(1).  "Who  perform  ablution  in  the  evening  and  at  dawn  : 
They  become  like  frogs  in  the  water. 

Pause. 
If  there  is  no  love  to  the  name  of  Earn  : 
They  go  all  to  the  house  of  Dharm-Eae. 
(2).  Who  are  absorbed  in  many  ways  in  the  love  of  the  body : 
They  get  no  mercy,  not  even  in  a  dream. 
(3).  The  four  Vedas  and  the  very  clever  ones  say  : 
(That)  the  pious  obtain  happiness  in  the  ocean  of  the  Kali-yug. 
(4).  Kabir  says  :  why  is  much  done? 
Giving  up  all  (other)  juices  the  great  juice  should  he  drunk! 

VI. 

(1).  "What  is  muttering,  what  austerity,  what  vows  and  worship  (to  him), 
In  whose  heart  there  is  another  love  ? 

Pause. 
(2).  Eemove  greediness  and  the  way  of  the  world  ! 
Remove  lust,  wrath  and  egotism ! 

1  \rnT>  plaiting  =  false  show  or  imposition. 

2  The  honour,  that  Hari  bestows. 

3  The  sense  is  :  what  is  the  difference  between  them  ? 
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(3).  Those  who  are  practising  works  are  bound  by  egotism. 
Falling  in  wit]}  a  stone  they  worship  it. 
(4).  Kabir  says :  by  performing  devotion  he  is  obtained. 
By  sincere  love  they  are  united  with  King  Eaghu  (=  Earn). 
0  people,  the  mind  should  be  applied  to  the  Madhava ! 
By  cleverness  the  four-armed  (Vishnu)  is  not  obtained. 

VII. 
(1).  "Whilst  dwelling  in  the  womb  there  is  no  clan  nor  caste. 
From  the  seed  of  Brahm  the  whole  creation  (is  made). 

Pause. 
Say,  0  Pandit,  when  were  the  Brahmans  made  ? 
By  saying :  (I  am)  a  Brahman,  (thy)  life  (and)  religion  are  lost. 
(2).  If  thou  art  a  Brahman  born  from  a  Brahman  woman : 
Why  hast  thou  not  come  in  another  way  ? 
(3).  "Whose  art  thou,  0  Brahman,  whose  am  I,  the  Sudra? 
"Whose  blood  am  I,  whose  milk  art  thou  ? 
(4).  Kabir  says  :  who  reflects  on  Brahm  : 
He  is  called  a  Brahman  by  me. 

VIII. 

(1).  In  darkness  no  one  will  ever  sleep  in  comfort. 
The  king  and  the  poor,  both  will  meet  and  weep. 

Pause. 
If  you  will  not  utter  with  (your)  tongue  Bam  : 
In  being  born  and  destroyed  you  will  continue  weeping. 
(2).  As  the  shade  of  a  tree  is  seen  (passing  away)  : 
So  life  passes  ;  say,  whose  is  (then)  the  Maya  ? 
(3).  The  soul,  that  is  contained  in  the  creatures, 

Does  any  one  know  its  secret  (or  has  he)  any  knowledge  '  of  it  when  it  is  dead  ? 
(4).  The  goose  is  (on)  the  pond,  death  (in)  the  body.2 
0  Kabir,  drink  the  elixir  of  Bam ! 

IX. 

(1).  Production  is  of  light  and  light  is  of  production.3 
To  that  adhere  crystal,4  fruits  and  pearls. 

Pause. 
"What  is  that  house,  which  is  called  fearless  ? 
When  fear  goes  off,  one  remains  fearleBs. 

1  °7<J  «•/•  Intelligence,  information  (Sindlri  ^f^  s.f.). 

2  ^Jjff  *ni<ecj)  the  goose  (is  on)  the  pond,  i.e.  the  hair  lias  become  white. 

3  The  sense  of  the  verse :  y{fs  oft  -rllGj  yUf3  oft  TTT5  is  apparently :  everything  produced  (-Hidi) 
owes  its  origin  to  the  divine  light  (or  vital  energy)  and  vice  versa  :  there  would  be  no  light  without  production, 
the  one  is  dependent  on  the  other,  one  cannot  be  separated  from  the  other. 

1  The  sense  of  5^»fT  is  not  quite  certain  ;  we  have  translated  it  by  crystal  (=  3T53  01*  oTO).  The  whole 
verse  is  obscure  in  its  relation  to  what  precedes. 
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(2).  At  the  bank  (of  a  river)  and  at  a  Tirtha  the  mind  (of  him)  is  not  re-assured,. 

(Who)  is  clinging  to  light  ways. 

(3).  Eeligious  demerit  and  merij^  both  are  the  same. 

The  philosopher's  stone  is  in  thy  own  house,  give  (therefore)  up  other  methods ! 

(4).  Kabir  says :  in  the  name,  which  is  destitute  of  the  (three)  qualities,  there  is  no  wrath. 

Eemain  in  intimate  intercourse  with  this  Lord  ! 

X. 

(1).  Is  the  measure  of  the  Yojanas  (and  their)  amount  known  ? 
In  the  very  heart  paradise  is  contained. 

Pause. 

I  do  not  know  where  paradise  is ! 

Every  one  says,  know,  know,  it  is  there  ! 

(2).  By  telling  and  being  told  (by  others)  it  (the  mind)  will  not  be  re-assured. 

Then  the  mind  becomes  tranquil,  when  egotism  will  depart. 

(3).  As  long  as  there  is  in  the  mind  a  longing  for  paradise  : 

So  long  it  will  not  settle  down  at  the  feet  (of  Hari). 

(4).  Kabir  says :  why  is  this  said  ? 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  is  paradise. 

XI. 

(1).  Thou  art  produced  and  born  and  being  born  thou  art  absorbed  (again). 
Whilst  looking  on  with  (thy)  eyes  this  world  passes  away. 


Doest  thou  not  die  out  of  shame,  that  thou  sayest :  (this  is)  my  house  ? 

At  the  time  of  the  end  nothing  is  thine. 

(2).  By  many  efforts  the  body  is  nourished. 

At  the  time  of  death  it  is  burnt  on  fire. 

(3).  The  body  which  (thou  art)  rubbing  with  sandal-perfume  : 

That  body  is  burnt  with  wood. 

(4).  Kabir  says  :  hear,  0  clever  one  ! 

(Thy)  beauty  will  pass  away,  the  whole  world  sees  (this). 

XII. 

(1).  Others  have  died,  what  grief  is  made  about  it? 
Then  (grief)  is  made,  when  one  oneself  becomes  emaciated. 

Pause. 
I  do  not  die,  the  world  (in  me)  will  die. 
Now  the  vivifier  has  met  with  me. 
(2).  In  this  body  sweet  scent  is  exhaled, 
(But)  by  its  delight  the  supreme  bliss  is  forgotten. 
(3).  There  is  one  well  and  five  water-drawers. 
The  rope  is  broken,  (with  which)  the  captivators  of  the  intellect  draw  (water).1 

1  The  words:    31J    *Tf3vJ"Ttft'>    are    very  brief  and   obscure;    =JdAI   (i.e.   VT25^)  to   draw   water; 
Tfad  IdYi  taken  as  .one  word,  captivators  of  the  intellect,  obscuring  the  right  understanding  (of  things). 
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(4).  Kabir  says :  who  is  holding  and  considering  (all)  as  One  : 
(For  him  exists)  neither  well  nor  water-drawers. 

XIII. 

(1).  As  fixed  and  movable  (things),  as  worms  and  moths  : 
In  many  and  various  ways  we  have  been  born. 


Many  such  houseB  have  been  inhabited  (by  us), 
Till  we  have  returned  to  the  womb  of  Earn. 

(2).  (Now  and  then  we  have  been)  Jogis,  sages  of  subdued  passions,  ascetics,  abstaining  from  all 
sexual  commerce. 

Now  and  then  Rajas  and  sovereigns,  now  and  then  beggars. 

(3).  The  Sakats  die,  all  the  saints  live. 

They  drink  with  their  tongue  the  elixir  of  Ram . 

(4).  Kabir  says  :  0  Lord,  bestow  mercy  (on  me) ! 

We  have  become  tired,  may  (now)  the  full  (happiness)  be  given  ! 

XIV. 

Gauri  Kablr-ji,  with  which  is  intermixed  the  fifth  mahala.1 

Pause.     (Mahala  V.) 

Such  a  wonderful  thing  Kabir  has  seen. 

He  churns  water,  mistaking  it  for  curdled  milk. 

(1).  The  green  young  blade  of  corn  the  donkey  grazes. 

Rising  continually  it  laughs,  brays  and  dies. 

(2).  The  intoxicated  buffalo  goes  along  restlessly. 

Jumping  about,  it  grazes  and  goes  utterly  to  ruin. 

(3).  Kabir  says :  the  sport  has  become  manifest. 

The  sheep  always  sucks  the  lamb. 

(4).  By  uttering  Ram  wisdom  comes  forth. 

Kabir  says :  (from)  the  Guru  the  right  knowledge  is  obtained. 

Pancpadas. 
XV. 

(1).  As  a  fish  that  leaves  the  water  and  is  outside  of  it : 
(So  I  was)  in  a  former  birth,  (when)  destitute  of  austerity. 


Say,  0  Ram,  what  is  now  my  state  ? 
Benares  is  left  (by  me)  and  my  intellect  has  become  little. 
(2).  (My)  whole  life  is  lost  in  Shivpuri  (  =  Benares). 
At  the  time  of  death  I  have  risen  and  come  to  Maghar. 
(3).  Many  years  I  have  practised  austerities  at  Kasi. 

1  With  this  fourteenth  verse  a  line  of  Arjun  (Pause)  is  mixed  up,  which  is  carefully  noted  down.     The 
remark  itself  contains  a  sharp  censure  of  Kabir. 
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Death  has  come  on  in  the  dwellings  of  Maghar.1 

(4).  Kasi  and  Maghar  I  consider  as  the  same. 

How  shall  I  come  across  hy  slight  devotion  ? 

(5).  The  Guru,  the  elephant,  says:   everybody  knows  Shiva.' 

(But)  Kabir  dies  uttering :  Sri  Earn ! 

XVI. 

(1).  The  body,  (which)  they  rub  with  sandal-perfume  : 
That  body  is  burnt  with  wood. 


"What  is  the  greatness  of  this  body  and  wealth  ? 

It  falls  on  the  ground  and  does  not  go  to  that  side. 

(2).   Who  sleeps  at  night  and  is  given  to  lust  in  day-time  : 

He  does  not  take  the  name  of  Hari  one  moment. 

(3).  In  (whose)  hand  is  a  rope  (and  who)  eats  betel-leaf  with  his  mouth  : 

(That)  thief  is  tightly  bound  at  the  time  of  death. 

(4).  "Who  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  sings  ardently  the  excellences  of  Hari : 

He  obtains  happiness  by  uttering  :  Earn,  Earn  ! 

(5).  (In  whom)  he  mercifully  makes  firm  the  name : 

(In  him)  Hari  makes  dwell  the  scent  and  perfume  of  Hari. 

(6).  Kablr  says :  be  thoughtful,  0  blind  one  ! 

True  is  Earn,  false  is  every  worldly  occupation. 

Verses  consisting  of  three  and  four  lines  severally. 

XVII. 

(1).  From  the  restraint  of  the  passions  pleasures3  have  been  made  on  the  contrary. 

The  pain  is  gone,  happiness  and  tranquillity  are  enjoyed. 

The  enemies  have  on  the  contrary  become  friends. 

The  Sakats  have  on  the  contrary  become  virtuous  men  in  their  mind. 


Now  all  is  considered  by  me  as  happiness. 

Tranquillity  set  in,  when  Govind  was  known  (by  me). 

(2).  Crores  of  troubles  were  (in  my)  body. 

(Now)  on  the  contrary  meditation  is  made  (by  me)  with  comfort  and  ease. 

(Who)  himself  knows  his  own  self. 

(Him)  no  sickness  enters  nor  the  three  classes  of  affliction.4 

(3).  Now  (my)  mind  on  the  contrary  has  become  eternal. 

Then  it  {i.e.  the  mind)  is  known,  when  one  dies  whilst  living. 

Kablr  says :  he  is  absorbed  with  comfort  and  ease  : 

(Who)  himself  is  not  afraid  nor  frightens  others. 

1  Kabir  lived  first  at  Kasi  (Benares),  and  removed  in  his  old  age  to  the  town  of  Maghar   (*^J|0d), 
where  he  died,  aud  where  his  tomb  is  still  visited  by  Hindus  and  Musalmans. 

2  The  sense  of  this  line  is  somewhat  obscure ;  it  seems  to  be :  everybody  knows  Shiva  to  be  the  Supreme 
Being,  acknowledges  him  as  such. 

3  ~3JV(  must  here  (according  to  the  context)  signify  :  pleasure,  delight. 

4  See  p.  429,  note  1. 
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XVIII. 

(1).  "When  the  body  is  dead,  to  which  house  does  the  soul  go, 

(Which)  is  attached  to  the  passed,  unbeaten  sound? 

By  whom  Earn  is  known,  he  knows  it, 

As  the  mind  of  the  dumb  one  is  pleased  by  sugar. 


Such  divine  knowledge  Krishna  communicates. 

0  mind,  keep  firm  the  breath  in  the  Sukhmani-artery  ! 

(2).  Make  him  (thy)  Guru,  who  is  not  to  be  made  again  (Guru) ! 

Utter  that  word,  which  is  not  to  be  uttered  again  ! 

Take  up  that  meditation,  which  is  not  to  be  taken  up  again  ! 

Die  in  such  a  way,  that  thou  must  not  die  again ! 

(3).  Let  the  Ganga,  and  Jamna  meet  in  the  inverse  direction  ! 

Bathe  without  the  confluence  of  the  water  in  (thy)  heart ! 

(Consider)  the  desires  as  the  same !  this  is  thy  business. 

(4).  Water;  fire,  wind,  earth,  ether 

Are  remaining  so  (as  they  are) ;  remain  thou  with  Han  ! 

Kabir  says  :  meditate  thou  on  the  Supreme  ! 

Go  to  his  house,  that  thou  come  not  again  ! 


XIX. 


(1).  For  gold  he  is  not  obtained. 

Bam  is  obtained  for  the  price  of  the  heart. 


Now  that  Bam  is  considered  by  me  as  my  own, 

My  heart  is  comforted  with  natural  ease. 

(2).  Brahma,  though  always  speaking  (of  him),  did  not  get  his  end. 

(But)  Ham  comes  to  the  house  of  his  devotee,  who  is  sitting  (there  in  rest). 

(3).  Kabir  says  :  I  have  given  up  my  fickle  mind. 

Devotion  to  Bam  alone  is  my  lot. 

XX. 

(1).  Death,  by  which  the  whole  world  is  frightened, 
That  death  is  lighted  up  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 


How  should  I  die  now  ?  my  heart  is  comforted  by  death. 

Those  die,  who  do  not  know  Bam. 

(2).  Every  one  says :  we  must  die,  we  must  die. 

Who  dies  in  tranquillity  (of  mind),  he  becomes  immortal. 

(3).  Kabir  says  :  joy  has  sprung  up  in  (my)  mind. 

Doubt  is  gone,  the  highest  joy  remains  (with  me). 

XXI. 

(1).  There  is  not  a  place  anywhere;  with  whom  shall  I  connect  the  root? 
Searching  in  (my)  body  I  find  no  place. 
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Pause. 


He  knows  the  pain,  whom  it  has  befallen. 

The  arrows  of  the  worship  of  Bsftn  are  very  sharp. 

(2).  With  one  love  I  look  on  all  women. 

What  do  I  know,  who  is  beloved  by  the  husband  ? 

(3).  Kablr  says  :  on  whose  forehead  the  lot  (is  written)  : 

She  obtains  at  every  watch  the  affection  of  her  husband. 

XXII. 

(1).  Who  has  a  Lord  like  Hari,  0  brother  ! 
(Him)  I  go  to  call  emancipated  and  eternal. 

Pause. 
Now  I  say :  0  Earn,  I  trust  in  thee  ! 
What  have  I  then  to  bow  down  to  any  one  ? 
(2).  Hari,  on  whom  the  load  of  the  three  worlds  is, 
Why  should  he  not  cherish  (me)  ? 
(3).  Xabir  says :  I  reflect  on  him  with  one  mind. 
What  can  one  do,  when  (his)  mother  gives  (him)  poison  ? 

XXIII. 

(1).  How  shall  a  woman  become  chaste  without  chastity?  ' 
See  and  reflect  in  thy  heart,  0  Pandit ! 


How'  shall  love  increase  without  affection  ? 

As  long  as  there  is  enjoyment  (of  the  world),  so  long  there  is  no  love  (of  God). 

(2).  Who  considers  in  his  heart  the  great  merchant  (=  God)  as  untrue  : 

She  does  not  meet  with  the  sweetheart  (even)  in  a  dream. 

(3).  Who  entrusts  to  him  body,  heart,  property  and  house  : 

She  is  a  happy  married  woman,  says  Kablr. 

XXIV. 

(1).  The  whole  world  is  immersed  in  sensuality. 

With  (all  her)  dependents  she  is  drowned  (in)  sensuality. 


0  man,  why  is  the  boat  destroyed  and  sunk  ? 

By  being  torn  away  from  Hari  and  united  with  the  world. 

(2).  Gods  and  men  are  burnt,  fire  seizes  them. 

The  water  is  near,  but  the  cattle  do  not  drink  in  wading  through  it. 

(3).  By  continually  remembering  (Hari)  water  issues. 

That  water  is  pure,  says  Kabir. 

XXV. 

(1).  In  which  family  the  son  is  not  reflecting  on  divine  knowledge  : 
Why  has  not  his  mother  (rather)  become  a  widow  ? 

1  This  line  may  also  be  translated :  how  shall  a  woman  become  a  Sati  without  burning  herself  with  her 
husband  ? 
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"Who  does  not  perform  worship  to  Earn  : 

Why  has  that  sinful  man  not  died  when  heing  born  ? 

(2).  Many  abortions  have  taken  place,  why  is  he  preserved, 

"Who  with  stumpy  arms  lives  in  the  world  ?  ' 

(3).  Kabir  says :  such  as  are  beautiful  and  well-formed  : 

They  are  hump-backed  and  ugly  without  the  name. 


XXVI. 


(1).  "Who  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  : 
For  those  men  I  always  sacrifice  myself. 


He  is  pure,  who  sings  the  excellences  of  the  pure  Hari. 

That  man  is  pleasing  to  my  mind,  0  brother  ! 

(2).  In  whose  heart  Earn  remains  brimful : 

Of  their  lotus-foot  we  are  the  dust. 

(3).  By  caste  a  weaver  and  patient  of  mind, 

Utters  Kabir  with  natural  ease  the  excellences  (of  Earn). 

XXVII. 

(1).  (My)  head  is  the  distillery,  my  spirit  still  oozes. 

Having  collected  the  sugar-cane,2  my  body  has  become  the  wood. 


He  is  naturally  called  drunk, 

"Who  is  drinking  the  juice  of  Earn  and  meditating  on  divine  knowledge. 

(2).  When  the  wife  of  the  distiller  naturally  comes  and  joins  (them) : 

They  become  daily  intoxicated  with  joy. 

(3).  (When)  the  knowing  mind  is  applied  (to)  the  Supreme  : 

Then  the  Fearless  one  is  obtained,  says  Kabir. 

XXVIII. 

(1).  The  nature  of  the  mind  penetrates  the  mind. 
By  subduing  the  mind  what  perfection  is  established  ? 

Pause. 
Who  is  that  Muni,  that  subdues  his  mind  ? 
Having  subdued  his  mind,  say,  whom  does  he  save  ? 
(2).  Every  one  says  (so)  in  his  mind. 
(But)  without  subduing  the  mind  devotion  is  not  made. 
(3).  Kabir  says  :  who  knows  the  secret : 
He  is,  like  Madhusudhana,3  the  god  of  the  three  worlds. 

1  fX3  =  "STZ  ($JT)  stumpy ;  TXg  -grfi  3\r,  Bahuvrihi,  formed  with  stumpy  arms. 

2  TvTnjT.  here  substantive,  sugar-cane,  from  which  spirits  are  distilled. 

8  H^WTCS,  the  destroyer  of  the  Daitya  Madhu,  an  epithet  of  Vishnu  (and  thence  of  Krishna). 
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XXIX. 

(1).  The  stars,  that  are  seen  in  the  sky, 
By  which  painter  have  they  bee#painted  ? 

Pause. 

Say,  0  Pandit,  with  what  is  the  sky  connected  ? 

Who  understands  it,  is  a  very  fortunate,  intelligent  man. 

(2).  The  sun  and  the  moon  they  call  lights. 

In  all  is  spread  out  the  diffusion  of  Brahm. 

(3).  Kablr  says :  he  will  know  (it), 

In  whose  heart  is  Earn  (and  in  whose)  mouth  (also)  there  is  Earn. 

XXX. 

(1).  The  daughter  of  the  Veda  is  the  Smriti,  0  brother ! 
She  has  come  with  a  chain  and  a  rope. 

Pause. 
She  has  built  herself  her  own  city. 

By  the  snare  of  spiritual  blindness  the  arrow  of  death  is  kept  ready. 
(2).  Though  cut  off  it  is  noff cut  off,  it  does  not  break  (scil.  the  rope). 
It  becomes  a  serpent,  that  devours  the  world. 
(3).  "We  see,  by  whom  the  whole  world  is  plundered. 
Kablr  says  :  saying  :  Earn  !  I  have  escaped. 

XXXI. 

Pause. 
Thou  shouldst  ride  on  thy  own  reflection  ! 

Thou  shouldst  put  (thy)  foot  into  the  stirrup  of  tranquillity  (of  mind) ! 
(1).  Apply  the  nose-string,  put  on  the  bridle, 
(And)  all  decoration,  and  make  (it)  run  about  in  the  sky ! 
(2).  Go  on,  I  will  take  thee  to  paradise. 
If  thou  draw  back,  I  will  strike  thee  with  the  whip  of  love. 
(3).  Kablr  says  :  those  are  good  riders, 
"Who  keep  aloof  from  the  Veda  and  the  Qur'an. 

XXXII. 

(1).  By  which  mouth  the  five  nectareous  substances '  were  eaten : 
To  that  mouth  I  saw  fire-brands  applied. 


0  my  King  Earn,  cut  off  my  one  pain  ! 

1  am  burnt  by  fire  and  by  dwelling  in  the  womb. 
(2).  The  body  is  destroyed  in  many  kinds  and  ways. 
Some  burn  (it),  some  bury  it  in  the  earth. 

(3).  Kablr  says :  0  Hari,  show  (me  thy)  feet ! 

Behind  (me)  is  Tama,  why  do  you  not  drive  (him)  away  ? 

1  The  \fg  UffWJ  or  fiye  nectareous  substances  are :  TT?t  milk,  ^f%f  curds,  ^RT  clarified  butter,  ?p* 
honey,  U|«?K,T  sugar. 
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XXXIII. 

(1).  He  himself  is  fire,  he  himself  is  wind. 

When  the  Lord  hums  (one),  who  will  protect  (him)  ? 


(Who)  is  muttering  Earn,  (his)  hody  is  not  burnt  at  all. 

(In  whose)  mind  the  name  of  Earn  is,  he  remains  absorbed  (in  Earn). 

(2).  Why  should  it  (  =the  body)  burn,  why  should  it  be  injured  ? 

The  trickish  bow-holder  (  = Vishnu)  (only)  plays. 

(3).  Kablr  says  :  utter  two  words  I1 

They  will  become  the  Lord,  who  will  keep  (thee). 

XXXIV. 

(1).  I  have  not  applied  my  mind  either  to  abstract  devotion  (Toga)  or  meditation. 
Without  indifference  to  the  world  I  shall  not  get  rid  of  the  Maya. 

Pause. 
What  will  become  of  my  life, 
When  the  name  of  Earn  is  not  (my)  support '? 
(2).  Kablr  says  :  (though)  I  seek  in  heaven, 
I  see  none  other  equal  to  Earn. 

XXXV. 

(1).  On  which  head  (thou  art)  arranging  and  fastening  a  turban : 
That  head  the  bill  of  the  crow  will  dress. 

Pause. 

Why  (art  thou)  proud  of  this  body  and  wealth  ? 
Why  is  not  the  name  of  Earn  made  firm  (by  thee)  ? 
(2).  Kablr  says  :  hear,  0  my  heart ! 
Even  this  will  be  thy  state. 


GAUEI  GUAEEEI  OF  KABIE. 

Om  !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

Astpaii. 

XXXVI. 

(1).  (Who  are)  asking  for  pleasure,  (them)  pain  befalls  (in  the  other  world). 
That  pleasure  is  not  desired  by  us  (nor)  does  it  please  (us). 

Pause. 

(If  there  be)  still  attention  to  the  world  and  a  longing  for  pleasure  : 
How  will  the  indwelling  of  King  Earn  be  effected  ? 

1  The  two  words  are :  Ram,  Ram  ! 
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(2).  By  this  pleasure  Shiva  and  Brahma  are  frightened. 
(But)  that  pleasure  is  considered  by  us  as  the  true  one.1 

(3).  Sanaka  and  the  other  (minfcborn  sons  of  Brahma),  the  Muni  Narada  and  Shesh(-naga) : 
These  also  did  not  see  the  mind  in  (their)  body. 
(4).  Let  one  seek  this  mind,  0  brother  ! 
When  the  body  is  dissolved,  where  is  the  mind  absorbed  ? 
(5).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  Jayadeva  and  Nama  (=  Namadeva) 
Have  by  love  of  devotion  known  (it). 
(6).  This  mind  is  not  subject  to  coming  (or)  going. 
Whose  error  is  gone,  he  knows  the  True  one. 
(7).  This  mind  has  no  form  nor  mark  whatever. 

By  the  order  (of  God)  it  has  sprung  into  existence ;  by  comprehending  (this)  order  it  is  re-absorbed 
(again  into  the  Supreme). 

(8).  If  one  knows  the  secret  of  this  mind  : 

Being  absorbed  in  this  mind  he  becomes  easily  God. 

(9).  The  soul  (or  life)  is  One  and  all  bodies  (are  therefore  One). 

Kabir  remains  in  connexion  with  this  mind. 

XXXVII. 


Who  are  day  and  night  intent  on  the  one  name  : 

How  many  of  them  have  become  perfected  by  applying  devotion  ! 

(1).  The  ascetics,  Siddhs  and  all  the  Munis  have  been  unsuccessful. 

The  one  name  is  the  wishing-tree,  (that)  brings  (men)  across. 

(2).  Who  gains  Hari,  he  is  not  put  to  shame. 

Kabir  says :  the  name  of  Earn  is  known  (by  him). 

Oauri  and  Sorathi. 

XXXVIII. 

Pause. 

0  shameless  creature,  thou  art  without  shame  ! 
Abandoning  Hari  why  goest  thou  to  any  (other's  house)  ? 
(1).  Whose  Lord  is  high  : 

That  man  it  does  not  become  to  go  to  another's  house. 

(2).  That  Lord  is  (everywhere)  brimful  (=  omnipresent). 

He  is  always  with  (thee),  Hari  is  not  far  off. 

(3).  Whose  lotus-feet  are  an  asylum  : 

Say,  0  man,  why  doest  thou  not  go  to  his  house  ? 

(4).  Of  whom  every  one  speaks : 

He  is  powerful,  (my)  own  Lord  is  bountiful. 

(5).  Kabir  says :  he  is  perfect  in  the  world, 

In  whose  heart  there  is  none  other  (but  the  Lord). 

1  The  sense  of  these  obscure  lines  is :  the  pleasure  of  knowing  or  finding  out  "  the  mind  (tfX) "  was 
given  up  by  Shiva  and  Brahma  in  despair,  they  were  frightened  by  the  boundless  depth  of  the  mind.  But 
Kabir  asserts,  that  this  is  true  pleasure  or  happiness.  The  mind,  the  intelligent  power,  is  an  emanation  from 
the  Supreme,  the  scintilla  animae  divinae  and  the  conjunctive  link  of  the  creature  with  the  absolute  substance. 
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XXXIX. 

(1).  Say,  who  is  son  ?  who  is  father  and  paternal  uncle  ? ' 
"Who  dies,  who  causes  agony  ? 

Pause. 
Hari,  the  deceiver,  has  practised  deceit  on  the  world. 
In  separation  from  Hari  how  shall  I  live,  0  my  mother  ? 
(2).  Say,  who  is  a  man  or '"  who  is  a  woman  ? 
Eeflect  on  this  truth  in  thy  body  ! 

(3).  Kabir  says  :  my  mind  is  reconciled  with  the  deceiver. 
The  deceit  is  gone,  the  deceiver  is  known  (by  me). 

XL. 


Now  that  King  Earn  has  become  my  helper : 

Birth  and  death  are  cut  off,  I  have  obtained  final  emancipation. 

(1).  I  have  been  joined  to  the  society  of  the  pious. 

I  have  been  rescued  from  the  five  attackers. 

The  nectar-name  I  mutter  (now)  with  (my)  tongue. 

I  have  been  made  his  own  slave  with  a  price  (being  paid  for  me). 

(2).  The  true  Guru  has  afforded  (me)  assistance. 

I  have  been  drawn  out  from  the  way  of  the  world. 

Love  to  the  lotus-feet  has  sprung  up  (in  me). 

Govind  dwells  continually  in  my  mind. 

(3).  The  burning  coals  of  the  Maya  are  extinguished. 

In  (my)  heart  is  contentment,  the  name  (is  my)  support. 

In  water  and  on  land  the  Lord  is  omnipresent. 

Wherever  I  see,  there  he  is  near  and  dear. 

(4).  His  own  worship  is  established  by  himself. 

What  is  written  before,  that  is  obtained,  0  my  brother ! 

On  whom  he  bestows  mercy,  his  accoutrement  is  complete. 

The  Lord  of  Kabir  is  cherishing  the  poor. 

XLI. 

(1).  There  is  impurity  in  water,  impurity  on  land,  impurity  arises  by  birth. 

There  is  impurity  by  one  being  born,  there  is  also  impurity  by  one  having  died,  there  is  impurity 
by  people  being  destroyed. 

Pause. 
Say,  0  Pandit,  who  is  pure  ? 
Attend,  0  my  friend,  to  such  knowledge  ! 

(2).  In  the  eyes  is  impurity,  in  the  speech  is  impurity,  in  the  ears  impurity  takes  place. 
In  rising  and  sitting  impurity  clingB  (to  man),  impurity  falls  into  the  food. 
(3).  The  way  of  ensnaring  every  one  knows,  but  some  rare  one  the  way  of  getting  rid  (of  it). 
Kabir  says :  who  reflect  in  their  heart  on  Earn,  in  them  no  impurity  takes  place. 

1  o|0<S  oj';  beware  of  the  artful  use  of  of!  after  o^Oa  it  signifies  here :  say!   (contracted  from  afft) ; 
otherwise  it  is  used  =  5T@2S  '.  51^  >s  =  TIoJ'T.  a  paternal  uncle.    These  lines  are  very  perplexing. 
'  a)G&  oft.    7^  is  here  not  the  sign  of  the  Genitive,  but  a  conjunction  =  or. 
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XLII. 

Pause. 
Settle  (this)  one  dispute,  0  Earn* 
If  thou  art  more  beautiful l  than  thy  people  ? 

(1).  Is  this  (human)  mind  great2  or  (he),  with  whom  the  mind  is  conciliated  ? 
Is  Earn  great  or  he,  (by  whom)  Earn  is  known  ? 
(2).  Is  Brahma  great  or  he,  by  whom  he  is  produced  ? 
Is  the  Veda  great  or  he,  from  whom  it  has  come  ? 
(3).  Kabir  says  :  I  have  become  dispirited. 
Is  the  Tlrtha  great  or  the  servant  of  Hari  ? 

JRaffu  Gaurl  cetl. 
XLIII. 


See,  0  brother,  a  storm  of  divine  knowledge  has  come ! 

All  the  matted  Bhutters,  made  by  the  Maya,  are  blown  away,  they  do  not  remain  (any  longer). 
(1).  The  two  posts  of  double-mindedness  are  pulled  down,  the  ridge-pole  of  spiritual  blindness 
is  broken. 

The  roof  of  (worldly)  thirst  has  fallen  on  the  ground,  the  vessel  of  folly  has  burst. 
(2).  By  the  water,  that  is  falling  after  the  storm,  the  large  pitcher 3  is  wetted. 
Kabir  says :  light  has  arisen  in  (my)  mind,  when  the  rise  of  the  sun  was  known. 

Gaurl  ceti. 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

XLIV. 

(1).  They  do  neither  hear  the  praise  of  Hari  nor  do  they  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 
With  words  only  they  pull  down  the  heaven. 


What  shall  be  said  to  such  people  ? 

Who  are  made  destitute  of  devotion,  of  them  one  should  always  remain  afraid. 

(2).  They  themselves  do  not  give  a  handful  of  water. 

They  censure  him,  by  whom  the  Ganga  is  brought  (down). 

(3).  Sitting  and  rising  they  walk  in  perverseness. 

They  themselves  are  lost  and  ruin  also  others. 

(4).  They  know  nothing  else  but  wicked  talk. 

The  order  of  Brahma  even  they  do  not  obey. 

(5).  They  themselves  are  lost  and  ruin  others  also. 

Having  applied  fire  to  (their)  mansion  they  sleep  in  it. 

(6).  They  laugh  at  others  and  are  themselves  one-eyed. 

Seeing  them  Kabir  is  ashamed. 

1  STTT  >s  here  adjective:  lovely,  beautiful  (Sansk.  cfiVQ;  it  also  occurs  already  in  Tulsi  Das'  Ramayan. 

2  Here  of  course  used  in  the  sense  of  a  comparative. 

3  dNA  =  '37T25  (Hindi),  a  large  pitcher. 
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RAGTT   GAURI;     BAIRAGANI    OP    KABIR. 
Om !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
I.     XLV. 
(1).  Some  one  does  not  obey  his  living  father,  (but)  when  he  has  died,  he  causes  a  Shradh  to  be 
performed  for  him. 

Say,  how  shall  the  helpless  defunct  fathers  also  obtain  (the  offering)  ?  the  crow  and  the  dog  eat  it. 

Pause. 

"Would  that  some  one  would  show  me  welfare ! 

Saying :  welfare,  welfare  !  the  world  passes  away,  how  should  welfare  be  obtained  ? 

(2).  Having  made  a  Devi  (or)  Deva  of  earth,  thou  sacrificest  before  them  an  animal  (a  he-goat). 

Such  are  called  thy  forefathers,  what  is  called  their  own,  they  do  not  take. 

(3).  An  animate  being  they  slaughter  and  worship  (therewith)  a  lifeless  thing,  which  proves  a 
calamity  at  the  end. 

The  salvation  by  the  name  of  Ram  is  not  known  (by  them),  the  worldly  people  are  sunk  in  fear. 

(4).  They  worship  Devis  and  Devas  and  vacillate  about,  (but)  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  not  known 
(by  them). 

Kabir  says :  the  Omnipresent  one1  is  not  thought  of,  they  cling  to  the  outward  objects  of  the  senses. 

II.  XLVI. 

(1).  Who,  whilst  living,  goes  on  dying,  he  lives  again,  in  this  wise  he  is  absorbed  in  the  Vacuum. 
If  one  remains  in  the  darkness "  exempt  from  darkness,  he  is  not  thrown  again  into  the  water  of 

existence. 

Pause. 

0  my  dear,  such  milk  should  be  churned  ! 

Keep  steady  the  mind  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  !  in  this  wise  nectar  is  drunk. 

(2).  By  the  arrow  of  the  Guru  the  Kali-yug,  hard  like  a  diamond,  is  pierced,  the  station  of  light 
is  displayed. 

The  darkness  of  the  Sakti  (Maya),  the  rope  of  error  is  cut  off,  perpetual  welfare  dwells  in  the  house. 

(3).  By  him,  (though)  the  bow  is  strung  without  an  arrow,  this  world  is  pierced,  0  brother ! 

The  wind  swings  the  paper-kite  in  the  ten  directions,  (but)  he  keeps  his  attention  on  the  string  (by 
which  it  is  fastened). 

(4).  The  mind  sunk  into  contemplation  (of  the  Supreme)  is  absorbed  in  the  Vacuum,  the  folly  of 
duality  has  fled. 

Kabir  says :  the  Fearless  one  alone  is  seen,  (if)  deep  meditation  is  applied  to  the  name  of  Ram. 

Gaurl  Bairugani ;    Tripadas. 

III.  XLVII. 

(1).  (Whose)  breath  is  returning  (through)  the  six  (mystical)  spheres  b  (of  the  human  body), 
(whose)  thought  is  intent  on  the  Vacuum  : 

He  neither  comes  nor  goes,  he  neither  dies  nor  lives ;  seek  for  him,  0  Bairagi ! 

1  Ityo^M  =  Sansk.  -%(|<*<j1  =  TT^T,  the  brimful  or  omnipresent  one,  an  epithet  of  the  Supreme. 

2  The  ?KtT25,  collyrium  or  figuratively  darkness,  designates  here  the  Maya. 

3  B7  tfZ  3^  =  tfZH7  "3$.  (Plnr.  Format.),  the  six  mystical  spheres  of  the  human  body,  according  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  Jogis.  The  six  spheres  are :  1)  WV|Hj4sfi.  the  pelvis ;  2)  f^fT^i,  the  external  organs 
of  generation  ;  3)  •flf'^nii »  the  sphere  of  the  navel ;   4)  I|c^^J ,  the  sphere  of  the  heart ;  5)  ^Ri^^i,  the 
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0  my  mind,  the  mind,  that  turns  back  (from  the  world),  is  absorbed  (in  the  Supreme). 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  uniferstanding  is  produced  in  the  perverse  one  {i.e.  mind),  otherwise  it 
would  be  estranged  (from  the  Supreme). 

(2).  He  is  near  and  far,  far  and  also  near,  as  he  is  considered  by  them. 

The  sherbet,  that  is  made  by  means  of  sugar-candy,  is  known  by  them,  by  whom  it  is  drunk. 

(3).  To  whom  shall  thy  story,  which  does  not  contain  any  qualities  (of  thine),  be  told?  is  there  any 
such  discriminating  one  ? 

Kabir  says :  by  whom  the  match  is  applied,  by  them  the  flash  is  seen  as  such. 

IV.     XLVIII. 

(1).  In  him  (the  Supreme)  there  is  no  fire  and  ocean,  no  sunshine  and  no  shade,  in  him  is  neither 
production  nor  destruction. 

Neither  life  nor  death,  neither  pain  nor  pleasure  pervades  him,  there  is  empty,  abstracted  meditation 
(in  him),  both '  (therefore)  are  not  in  him. 


The  story  of  the  self-existing "  one  is  inexpressible  and  wonderful. 

He  cannot  be  weighed,  he  is  neither  consumed  nor  increased,3  there  is  neither  lightness  nor  heaviness 
in  him. 

(2).  Below  and  above,  both  are  not  in  him,  neither  night  nor  day  are  in  him. 

(There  is)  no  water,  no  wind  and  fire  (are  in  him),  the  true  Guru  brings  about  absorption  in  him. 

(3).  He  remains  constantly  unattainable  and  inapprehensible,  (but)  he  is  obtained  by  the  favour  of 
the  Guru. 

Kabir  says :  I  am  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  Guru,  (by  whom)  I  remain  in  connexion  with  the  society 
of  the  pious. 

V.    XLIX. 

(1).  Eeligious  demerit  and  merit  are  the  oxen,  he  buys,  the  breath  is  manifested  as  the  capital. 
(Worldly)  thirst  is  the  filled  sack  in  the  heart;  in  this  wise  the  venture  of  goods  is  bought. 


Such  a  Lord  is  my  Earn, 

(That)  the  whole  world  has  been  made  (by  him)  a  trafficker. 

(2).  Lust  and  wrath  are  made  the  two  receivers  of  customs,  the  whim  of  the  mind  is  the  highway- 
robber. 

The  five  elements,  having  met,  determine  the  fine  (i.e.  death)  and  the  venture  of  goods  is  (thus) 
brought  across. 

(3).  Kabir  says  :  hear,  0  ye  saints,  now  there  such  a  thing  happened  : 

Ascending  a  pass  one  ox  became  exhausted  ;  he  is  gone  and  the  sack  scattered ! 

sphere  of  the  throat  and  neck ;  6)  TftT^^f ,  the  sphere  of  the  head,  having  at  its  crown  the  Wlp"tW>  01*  vent- 
er 
hole  of  Brahm,  through  which  the  soul  escapes.     Through  these  six  spheres  the  Jogis  pretend  to  draw  the 

breath  up  and  to  become  thus  absorbed  in  Brahm,  whilst  living. 

1  iG,  either  adjective,  both,  i.e.  life  and  death,  pleasure  and  pain,  or  as  substantive :  duality. 

2  +10  tI  signifies  here :  self-existing ;  in  this  sense  the  word  occurs  also  in  the  Ramayana  of  Tulsl  Das. 

3  Wfff  =  T-i^>  consumed;   Wjf^r  signifies  also  in  Hindi:   much,  abundant;   here  =  increased  (in 
contradistinction  to  TTTfg). 

60 
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Gaurl ;  Pancpadd. 
VI.     L. 

(1).  In  the  house  of  one's  father's  family  there  are  four  days,  one  must  go  to  one's  father-in-law. 
The  hlind  people  do  not  know  (this),  they  are  foolish  and  ignorant. 


Why  does  the  constable  seize  and  bind  the  woman  ? 

Persons  have  come  to  the  house,  those,  who  bring  home  the  wife,  have  come. 

(2).  "Which  rope  is  let  down  into  the  well,  that  is  seen  ? 

The  rope  with  the  jug  is  broken  and  fallen  down,  the  water-drawing  woman  rises  and  goes. 

(3).  The  Lord,  becoming  compassionate,  bestows  mercy  and  accomplishes  his  own  work. 

Then  she  is  known  as  a  happy  married  woman,  (when)  she  reflects  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(4).  Every  one  goes  about  being  bound  by  her  former  works,  see  and  reflect  (on  this)  ! 

What  shall  be  said  to  her,  what  shall  the  helpless  one  do  ? 

(5).  Having  become  hopeless  she  rises  and  goes,  not  having  brought  about  steadiness  in  her  mind. 

Cling  continually  to  the  feet  of  Hari,  flee  to  his  asylum,  0  Kabir  ! 

VII.     LI. 

(1).  The  Jog!  says  :  the  Jog  is  good  and  sweet,  there  is  nothing  else,  0  brother  ! 

The  plundered  and  shorn  ones  (  =  Jamas)  and  the  Ek-sabdis  '  say  :  we  have  obtained  perfection. 


Without  Hari  they  are  led  astray  by  error  and  are  blind. 

To  whom  I  go  to  get  rid  of  my  own  self,  they  are  bound  by  many  nooses. 

(2).  From  whom  things  have  sprung,  in  that  very  one  they  are  absorbed :  this  rule  is  forgotten  at 
that  very  time. 

The  Pandits,  virtuous,  heroes  and  bountiful  ones  say :  we  are  great. 

(3).  Whom  he  informs,  he  comprehends,  without  comprehending  how  should  one2  remain  steady  ? 

If  one  meet  with  the  true  Guru,  darkness  ceases,  in  this  wise  the  ruby  is  obtained. 

(4).  Give  up  all  changes  to  the  left  and  right !  by  making  firm  the  foot  of  Hari  (in  oneself)  one 
remains  steady. 

Kabir  says  :  (if)  a  dumb  person  eats  molasses,  what  can  he  say  (about  it)  when  being  asked  ? 


RAGU  GAURI  PURP.I  OF  KABIR. 

Om !  by   the  favour   of  the   true  Guru ! 
I.     LII. 
(1).  Where  something  was,  there  is  nothing,  the  five  elements  are  not  there. 
(If)  the  right  and  left  and  the  middle  channel  (of  the  vital  breath)  be  stopped,  where  will  the  vices  go  ? 


The  thread  is  broken,  the  sky  (=  the  soul)  has  passed  away,  where  is  thy  speaking  (soul)  absorbed? 

This  doubt  seizes  me  daily  and  no  one  clears  it  up  for  me. 

(2).  Whose  body  the  universe  is,  he  is  not  in  it,  the  creator  is  not  in  it. 

1  ^7  *Ttl-CT>  an  order  of  mendicants,  who  only  vociferate  :  Jtl^fcf ;  they  are  also  called  Gosavis. 

2  Or  supply  from  the  following  line  "  darkness  "  as  subject,  and  translate  cTvrT*H  by :   how  should  it  be 
stopped? 
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"Who  is  putting  (the  things)  together,  he  is  always  aloof  (from  them),  in  what  can  he  be  said  (to  be 
contained)  ? 

(3).  Being  joined  together  it  ieyoined,  it  does  not  break  though  being  broken  off,  till  it  becomes 
annihilated  (by  the  Supreme). 

What  for  a  master,  what  for  a  servant  ?  who  goes  (to  the  house)  of  any  one  ? 

(4).  Kabir  says  :  where  he  (=  Hari)  dwells,  there  devout  meditation  is  made  day  and  night. 

His  secret  that  very  man  knows,  he  then  is  always  imperishable. 

II.  LIII. 

(1).  The  Veda  and  the  Smriti  are  the  two  earrings,  true  knowledge  the  patched  quilt  outside. 
Dwelling  in  an  empty  cave  is  (my)  sitting  free  from  any  design,  (this  is  my)  religion. 

Pause. 
0  my  king,  I  am  a  BairagI  and  Jogl. 

"When  dying,  I  am  not  grieved  nor  am  I  separated  (from  thee). 

(2) .  In  the  world  and  universe  is  (my)  little  horn,  my  bag  is  the  whole  world,  (that  is)  living  on  ashes. 
Clapping  of  hands  is  made,  which  is  returned  every  minute,1  if  it  ceases,  it  is  spread  (further). 
(3).  The  mind  and  breath  are  made  the  drinking-gourd,  the  fiddle  is  constantly  prepared. 
The  string  has  become  firm,  it  does  not  break,  unbeaten  the  fiddle  sounds. 

(4).  Hearing  (its  sound)  (my)  mind  has  become  delighted,,  it  is  absorbed  in  the  omnipresent"  one,  it 
does  not  (any  more)  vacillate. 

Kabir  says :  that  one  is  not  subject  again  to  birth,  the  BairagI  having  played  (his  part),  is  gone  (for  ever). 

III.  LIV. 

(1).  Nine  yards,  ten  yards,  twenty-one  yards  one  body  is  stretched  out. 
Seven  threads,  nine  sections,  seventy-two  woofs  are  moreover  added  (to  it).2 


(The  woman)  goes  to  get  it  (=  the  semen)  woven  (in)  a  month. 
"When  the  house 3  is  given  up,  the  weaver  goes. 

(2).  It  is  not  measured  by  yards,  it  is  not  weighed  by  weight,  the  baking  means  is  two  Seers  and  a  half.4 
If  it  (=the  foetus)  does  not  get  the  baking  means  quickly,  it  quarrels  and  laments  in  the  house 
(=the  womb). 

(3).  The  sitting  of  the  days,6  the  opposition  of  the  husband,  how  has  this  time  come  ? 
The  platters  are  left,6  the  body  gets  wet,  the  weaver  goes  in  disgust. 

1  f^JVW.  the  space  of  three  palas,  one  pala  being  the  sixtieth  part  of  a  'UrWT,  or  twenty-four  minutes. 

2  These  lines  are  extremely  difficult,  and  I  could  get  no  explanation  whatever  from  the  Sikh  Granthis.  I 
have  translated  therefore  according  to  conjecture.  1TOT  is  here  apparently  =  body,  which  meaning  it  has 
already  in  Sanskrit.  It  is  uncertain,  what  measure  is  here  understood  by  Z[y{,  as  the  relative  size  of  the 
human  body  is  apparently  hinted  at.  In  the  second  line  the  seven  threads  seem  to  imply  the  seven  chief 
arteries,  the  nine  sections  (tfaJ)  the  different  divisions  of  the  body,  the  seventy-two  woofs  the  seventy-two 
small  veins  of  the  body,  (according  to  Hindu  anatomy). 

3  Ufg'  signifies  here  :  wife.    The  act  of  conception  seems  to  be  hinted  at. 

4  *TR32S  the  baking  or  ripening  means  (of  the  fetus),  the  quantity  of  food  taken  for  this  purpose. 
0  f^55  sf^  fftj>  the  sitting  of  the  days,  very  likely  the  lying-in  of  the  woman. 

"  W%  $%>  the  platters  are  left ;  ^3T  refers  probably  to  the  vessels,  in  which  the  foetus  is  enveloped. 
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(4).  The  shuttle  is  empty,  no  thread  issues  or  it  remains  entangled. 

Giving  up  (further)  prostration  she  remains  here  helpless,  (this)  says  Kablr  in  admonition. 

IV.     LV. 

(1).  There  is  one  light  throughout,  is  it  so  or  not  ? 

In  whose  heart  the  name  is  not  produced,  that  man  bursts  and  dies. 


(Thou  art)  dark  blue  and  beautiful,  0  sweetheart ! 

My  heart  clings  to  thee  ! 

(2).  If  a  pious  man  is  met  with,  perfection  is  obtained,  (be)  this  either  abstract  meditation  or  enjoyment. 

Both  objects  together  are  produced  by  connexion  with  the  name  of  Ram. 

(3).  The  people  think,  that  this  is  a  song,  (but)  this  is  indeed  reflection  on  Brahm, 

As  (at)  Kasi  instruction  is  given  to  man  at  the  time  of  death. 

(4).  (If)  one  sing  and  hear  attentively  the  name  of  Hari : 

There  is  no  doubt,  says  Kablr,  that  he  will  obtain  salvation  at  the  end. 

V.     LVI. 

(1).  As  many  as  are  making  efforts,  they  are  drowned,  the  ocean  of  existence  is  not  crossed  (by  them). 
(Though)  they  be  performing  works  and  many  abstinences,  (their)  mind  is  burnt  by  egotism. 

Pause. 

Why  is  the  Lord,  the  giver  of  breath  and  food,  forgotten  from  the  mind  ? 

The  human  birth,  the  priceless  diamond  and  ruby,  is  thrown  away  for  a  shell. 

(2).  By  reason  of  error  thirst  and  hunger  befall  (them,  who)  do  not  reflect  (on  him)  in  their  heart. 

(By)  arrogant  pride  they  are  carried  away,  (who)  do  not  keep  the  word  of  the  Guru  in  (their)  mind. 

(3).  ("Who  are)  incited  by  the  enjoyment  of  the  senses,  which  are  greedy  for  pleasure,  they,  taking 
the  juice  of  liquor,  (become)  vicious. 

(Who)  by  the  lot  of  (their  former)  works  are  joined  to  the  saints,  they  are  saved  (like)  iron  (with)  wood. 

(4).  Wandering  and  running  about  in  wombs  and  births  we  have  become  weary,  undergoing  pain  we 
are  now  worn  out. 

Kablr  says :  meeting  with  the  delicious  Guru  (we  are)  saved  by  love  and  devotion. 

VI.     LVII. 

(1).  It  is  (only)  the  figure  of  a  female  elephant,  0  mad  mind,  the  Lord  of  the  world  has  made  a  trick. 
By  the  desire  of  lust  the  elephant  falls  into  the  power  (of  man),  0  mad  mind,  he  suffers  the  goad 
on  his  head. 

Pause. 

Escape  from  the  objects  of  senses,  delight  in  Hari,  understand  (this),  0  mad  mind  ! 
Having  become  fearless  thou  dost  not  worship  Hari,  0  mad  mind,  the  boat  of  Hari  is  not  seized  (by  thee) ! 
(2).  The  monkey  has  stretched  out  his  hand  and  taken  a  handful  of  grain,  0  mad  mind! 
He  is  perplexed  how  to  get  loose,  0  mad  mind  !  he  dances  (now)  at  the  door  of  every  house. 
(3).  As  by  a  lime-twig  the  parrot  is  caught,  0  mad  mind ! — this  is  the  occupation  of  the  Maya. 
As  the  colour  of  the  saffron-flower  is,  0  mad  mind !  so  the  world  is  spread  out. 
(4).  For  the  sake  of  bathing  there  are  many  Tirthas,  0  foolish  mind!  for  the  sake  of  worshipping 
there  are  many  gods. 

Eabir  says  :  no  emancipation  (is  obtained  by  it),  emancipation  is  in  the  service  of  Hari. 
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VII.     LVIII. 

(1).  Fire  does  not  burn  it,  the  wind  does  not  carry  it  away,  no  thief  comes  near  it. 
Collect  the  wealth  of  the  name  of«Ram,  that  wealth  does  not  go  in  any  way ! 


Our  wealth  is  the  Madhava  Govind,  who  is  supporting  the  earth,  this  is  called  the  best  wealth. 

The  happiness,  thatis  found  in  the  service  of  theLord  Govind,  that  happiness  is  not  obtained  in  dominion. 

(2).  Searching  for  this  wealth  Shiva,  Sanaka  and  the  others  became  TJdasis. 

In  (whose)  mind  Vishnu,  (on  whose)  tongue  Narayan  is,  (on  him)  the  noose  of  Tama  does  not  fall. 

(3).  By  the  Guru  his  own  wealth  of  divine  knowledge  and  devotion  is  given  (to  him,  whose)  mind 
is  applied  to  his  excellent  instruction. 

To  the  burning  one  water  (is  given),  the  running  mind  is  stopped,  the  fetter  of  error  and  fear  is  gone. 

(4).  Kabir  says  :  0  thou  intoxicated  with  lust,  see  and  reflect  in  thy  heart ! 

In  thy  house  are  Lakhs  and  Crores  of  horses  and  elephants,  in  my  house  is  only  the  enemy  of  Mura 
(= Vishnu). 

VIII.    LIX. 

(1).  As  by  the  hand  of  a  greedy  monkey  a  handful  of  gram  is  not  given  up  (and  he  gets  caught 
thereby) : 

(So)  all  the  works,  which  are  done  out  of  greediness,  fall  again  back  on  the  house. 


"Without  devotion  life  goes  to  no  purpose. 

"Without  worshipping  the  Lord  in  the  society  of  the  pious,  happiness  *  remains  in  none. 
(2).  As  no  one  is  smelling  the  flower  that  is  blooming  in  the  desert : 
So  is  he,  who  is  wandering  about  in  many  wombs,  again  and  again  struck  down  by  death. 
(3).  This  wealth,  youth,  son  and  wife,  which  are  given  for  looking  at : 
"Who  clings  to  them,  he  is  carried  away  by  his  senses. 

(4).  The  time  (to  pass  over)  is  five,  the  body  is  a  mansion  of  grass,  in  the  four  quarters  (of  the  earth) 
(this)  show  is  made. 

Kabir  says  :  for  the  sake  of  crossing  the  ocean  of  fear  I  have  seized  the  protection  of  the  true  Guru. 


Gaurl  cetl. 
IX.     LX. 


(1).  The  water  is  dirty,  the  earth  white. 
Of  this  earth  an  image  is  made  up. 


I  am  nothing,  nor  is  anything  mine. 

Body,  property,  all  relishes  are  thine,  0  Govind ! 

(2).  In  this  earth  breath  is  contained. 

Applying  a  false  trick  it  is  moved  about. 

(3).  By  some  (a  fortune3)  of  five  Lakhs  is  amassed. 

At  the  time  of  the  end  the  water-pot  is  broken. 

(4).  Kabir  says :  one  foundation  is  raised. 

In  a  moment  the  conceited  man  passes  away. 


1  ?ra  is  here  =  3Ttf ,  happiness. 

2  *5TVf  VTO  Sft.  supply  *TrfS*HT- 
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X.     LXI. 


(1).  0  (my)  heart,  mutter  Earn  in  such  a  way, 
As  Dhru  and  Prahlad  muttered  Hari. 


0  thou  compassionate  to  the  poor,  I  trust  in  thee  ! 

All  my  family  I  have  put  into  the  hoat. 

(2).  When  it  pleases  him,  he  makes  (me)  obey  his  order. 

He  brings  this  boat  across. 

(3).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  such  wisdom  is  contained  (in  me). 

Error  is  gone,  there  is  no  more  coming  and  going. 

(4).  Kablr  says  :  adore  the  bow-holder  ! 

On  this  and  that  side  he  alone  is  bountiful  (to)  all. 

XI.     LXII. 

(1).  When  having  abandoned  the  womb  he  (man)  has  come  into  the  world  : 
(Then)  as  soon  as  he  breathes,  the  Lord  is  forgotten  (by  him). 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari  ! 

(2).  When  he  was  practising  austerities  in  the  womb  with  the  head  downwards, 
He  was  remaining  in  the  fire  of  the  belly. 

(3).  Having  wandered  through  the  eighty-four  Lakhs  of  wombs  he  has  come  (into  the  world). 
Now  having  gone  out  (of  the  body)  he  has  no  spot  nor  place. 
(4).  Kahirsays:  adore  thou  the  bow-holder! 
When  coming,  (man)  is  seen,  when  going,  he  is  not  known. 

Qauri  purM. 
XII.     LXIII. 

(1).  Dwelling  in  heaven  should  not  be  desired  nor  should  dwelling  in  hell  be  dreaded. 
What  is  to  be,  that  will  be,  no  desire  should  be  made  in  the  heart. 


The  excellences  of  the  sweetheart  should  be  sung, 

From  whom  the  highest  treasure  is  obtained. 

(2).  What  is  muttering,  what  austerity  and  control  of  the  passions,  what  vows,  what  ablutions, 

As  long  as  the  right,  loving  worship  '  of  the  Lord  is  not  known  ? 

(3).  Seeing  prosperity,  one  should  not  be  joyful,  seeing  misfortune,  one  should  not  weep. 

As  prosperity  is,  so  is  misfortune  ;  what  is  arranged  by  destiny,  that  happens. 

(4).  Those  worshippers  are  excellent  (by  their)  worship,  in  whose  heart  the  enemy  of  Mura  dwells. 

XIII.    LXIV. 

(1).  0  heart,  do  not  put  on  thyself  any  burden ! 

(As)  the  bird  has  its  dwelling  on  a  tree,  so  (fleeting)  is  this  world. 

Pause. 
He  drinks  the  juice  of  Earn,  0  dear ! 
Who  has  forgotten  all  other  juices. 

1  31 Q 3J|Hj »  a  Tatpurusha,  worship  out  of  love  (not  fear,  etc.). 
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(2).  Others  have  died,  why  should  one  weep,  when  oneself  does  not  remain  stable  ? 
"What  is  produced,  will  be  annihilated,  passing  away  it  weeps  in  pain. 

(3).  From  what  (a  being)  is  produced,  with  that  it  is  in  love,  drinking  (the  breast)  it  begins  to 
squeeze  it  (out  of  love). 

Kablr  says  :  in  (my)  mind  Ram  is  reflected  upon,  remembering  (him)  love  (springs  up  to  him). 

XIV.  LXV. 

(1).  The  woman  looks  at  the  road,  her  eyes  are  filled  with  sighs. 

Her  breast  is  not  divided  (=  vacillating),  her  foot  does  not  move,  she  is  longing  for  the  sight  of  Hari. 

Pause. 
Do  not  fly  up,  0  black  crow  ! l 

Speedily  a  meeting  will  take  place  with  my  beloved  Earn. 
(2).  Kabir  says :  for  the  sake  of  (eternal)  life  Hari  is  worshipped  (by  me). 
(My)  only  support  is  the  name  of  Narayan,  Earn  is  uttered  by  (my)  tongue. 

XV.  LXVI. 

(1).  Eound  about  is  the  dense  Tulsi-shrub  in  the  village  of  Benares,2  0  dear ! 

Having  seen  his  form  the  shepherdess  was  enraptured  :  "  do  not  leave  me,  come,  do  not  go,  0  dear !  " 


My  mind  clings  to  thy  feet,  0  bow-holder  ! 
He  meets  (with  thee),  who  is  very  fortunate. 

(2).  Vindravan  is  enchanting  (my)  heart,  thou,  0  Krishna,  who  art  grazing  the  cows,  art  ravishing 
(my)  heart ! 

"Whose  Lord  thou  art,  0  bow-holder,  to  him  I,  Kabir,  bow,  0  dear ! 

Oaurl  purbi. 
XVI.    LXVII. 

(1).  Many  garbs  have  been  put  on,  dwelling  in  the  forest  is  made. 

"What  is  effected  by  deceiving  men  and  gods,  what,  (if)  the  wise  man  be  drowned  in  water  ? 

Pause. 
0  my  heart,  I  know,  I  shall  go. 
Comprehend  him,  who  is  not  going,  0  ignorant  one ! 

"Wherever  I  see,  I  do  not  see  (thee)  again  with  (me),  (thou  art)  clinging  to  the  Maya. 
(2).  The  wise  and  meditating  people  are  giving  much  instruction,  (that)  this  whole  world  is  a  deception. 
Kabir  says  :  without  the  name  of  Earn  this  world  is  blind  by  the  Maya. 

XVII.    LXVIII. 

(1).  0  my  mind,  come  forth  and  dance  (on)  this  pathway  of  the  Maya  ! 

The  hero  is  not  afraid  of  the  face  of  any  one  in  battle,  or  does  the  Sati  collect  the  vessels  ? 

Pause. 
0  mad  mind,  give  up  (these)  unsteady  things  ! 
(If)  thou  now  suffer  patiently  and  die,  perfection  is  obtained,  the  tree  of  perfection. 3  is  laid  hold  of. 

1  The  flying  up  of  a  black  crow  is  an  evil  omen. 

2  Benares  is  here  a  village  near  Mathura,  where  Krishna  lived. 

3  fflT@;n,  Sansk.  f^nj^Z.  the  tree,  that  grants  f%f%;  ffltr#3T  stands  therefore  forfifuQ^r. 
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(2).  By  lust  and  wrath  people  are  absorbed  in  the  Maya,  in  this  wise  the  world  is  ruined. 
Kabir  says :  I  do  not  give  up  the  king  Earn,  who  is  higher  than  all. 

XVIII.     LXIX. 

(1).  Tby  order  is  on  (my)  head,  I  do  not  again  make  (any)  reflections. 

Thou  art  the  ocean,  thou  art  the  elephant  (to  cross  it),  from  thee  (comes)  salvation. 

Pause. 
The  servant  chooses  service, 

May  the  Lord  be  angry  (with  him)  or  treat  (him)  kindly. 
(2).  Thy  name  is  my  support,  as  the  flower  will  grow  out  of  the  lotus-stalk. 
Kabir  says :  (I  am)  the  slave  of  (thy)  house,  vivify  or  kill  me,  as  it  pleases  (thee)  ! 

XIX.  LXX. 

(1).  Wandering  about  in  the  womb  of  the  eighty-four  Lakhs  of  creatures  Nand  became  much  worn 

out,  0  dear  ! 

On  account  of  his  devotion  (Krishna)  entered  upon  an  incarnation,  great  became  the  lot  of  the  helpless 

(Nand),  Odear! 

Pause. 

You,  who  are  saying,  he  is  the  son  of  Nand,  (tell  me),  whose  son  is  that  Nand  ? 

(When)  earth  and  heaven  were  not  in  the  ten  directions,  where  was  this  Nand  ? 

(2).  He  does  not  fall  into  trouble,  he  does  not  come  into  a  womb,  whose  name  is  the  Supreme. 

The  master  of  Kabir  is  such  a  Lord,  who  has  neither  mother  nor  father. 

XX.  LXXI. 

Pause. 
Slander,  slander  me,  0  people,  slander  me  ! 
Slander  is  very  pleasant  to  the  people. 
Slander  (is  my)  father,  slander  (is  my)  mother.1 
(1).  If  one  is  slandered,  he  goes  to  paradise. 
The  blessing  of  the  name  is  settled  in  (his)  mind. 
When  he,  who  is  of  a  pure  heart,  is  slandered  : 
The  slanderer  washes  then  my  clothes. 
(2).  Who  slanders  me,  he  is  my  friend. 
My  thought  is  in  the  slanderer. 
He  is  a  slanderer,  who  stops  the  slander. 
The  slanderer  seeks  my  life. 
(3).  Slander  against  me  I  like  and  love. 
Slander  effects  my  salvation. 
To  humble  Kabir  slander  is  the  best. 
The  slanderer  is  drowned,  I  cross  over. 

XXI.     LXXII. 

Pause. 

0  king  Ram,  thou  art  such  a  fearless  one  ! 

0  king  Ram,  (thou  art)  the  saviour  of  the  saved  ones ! 

1  It  is  hard  to  say,  how  these  words  are  to  be  translated,  as  there  is  no  grammatical  relation  between 
them.     It  is  perhaps  best  to  take  here  fA«£l  as  object  of  slander. 
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(1).  When  I  was,  thou  (wast)  not. 
Now  art  thou  and  I  am  not. 

Now  I  and  thou  have  become  oilt,  my  mind  is  assured  seeing  One  (only). 

(2).  When  there  was  volition1  (in  me),  what  was  the  strength?  now  there  is  no  clash  *  between 
volition  and  strength. 

Eabir  says :  my  volition  is  taken  away,  the  volition  is  changed  and  perfection  obtained. 

XXII.     LXXIII. 

(1).  Digging  six  holes  a  house  is  made  and  an  incomparable  thing  put  into  it. 
Creating  the  breath,  key  and  lock  is  put  (on  it),  no  delay  is  made  by  the  creator. 


Now,  0  brother,  remain  wakeful  in  (thy)  mind ! 

Becoming  careless  thy  lifetime  is  lost,  the  thief  plunders  the  house  and  goes  off. 

(2).  Five  watchmen  remain  at  the  gate,  there  is  no  confidence  in  them. 

Beware,  remain  attentive  in  thy  mind  and  thou  wilt  obtain  light  and  brightness ! 

(3).  The  woman,  who  seeing  the  nine  houses  3  is  led  astray,  does  not  obtain  the  incomparable  thing. 

Kabir  says  :  the  nine  houses  are  plundered,  in  the  tenth 4  (house)  the  truth  is  contained. 

XXIII.     LXXIV. 


0  mother,  I  do  not  know  any  other.5 

Whose  excellences  Shiva,  Sanak  and  the  others  sing,  in  him  dwells  my  life. 

(1).  In  (my)  heart  is  light  and  divine  knowledge  imparted  by  the  Guru,  in  the  orb  of  the  sky 
(=  the  head)  meditation. 

The  diseases  of  sensuality,  thebonds  of  fear  are  broken,  the  mind  is  in  itsownhouse,  happiness  is  known. 

(2).  With  affection  and  love  it  knows  and  obeys  the  One,  no  other  Lord  is  in  the  mind. 

With  sandal-perfume  the  mind  is  fumigated,  egotism  is  abandoned  and  depressed. 

(3).  Who  sings  and  meditates  on  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  his  place  is  the  Lord. 

In  his  mind  dwells  a  great  lot,  on  whose  head  (this  is)  the  chief  occupation.6 

(4).  Having  cut  off  the  Maya  salvation  and  tranquillity  are  manifested,  in  the  only  One  (I  am)  absorbed. 

Kabir  says :  by  meeting  with  the  Guru  great  happiness  (is  obtained),  the  straying  mind  remains 
reconciled  (with  the  Supreme). 


EAGU  GAUEf  PUEBI ;  BAVANAKHEI  OF  KABIE. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

(1).  In  the  three  worlds  are  the  fifty-two  letters,  everything  (is  contained)  in  these. 
These  letters  will  pass  away,  those  letters  are  not  in  these. 
(2).  Where  there  is  speech,  there  is  the  sound  of  letters. 
Where  there  is  no  speech,  there  is  no  stay  for  the  mind, 

1  Trpr  must  here  be  taken  in  the  sense  of  volition,  the  will  and  design  of  the  intellectual  power. 

2  Properly:  sourness. 

3  The  nine  houses  are  the  nine  outlets  of  the  human  body. 

4  The  tenth  house  is  the  dasva  duar,  said  to  be  on  the  crown  of  the  head. 
s  HJIAIA  =  *HT?ST  other  (JST  being  an  alliteration). 

6  *Jt)  IAIAI  =  iT^rr,  ATAI  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 
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In  speech  and  absence  of  speech  is  that  One. 

Such  as '  he  is,  no  one  perceives  him. 

(3).  If  I  obtain  the  Unattainable  one,  what  shall  I  say  ?  (and  if)  I  say,  what  is  the  benefit  (of  it)  ? 

Is  he  contained  in  the  seed  of  a  globule,  whose  expansion  the  worlds  are  ? 

(4).  (If)  I  obtain  the  Unattainable  one,  the  difference 3  is  abolished,  (his)  secret  is  somewhat  obtained. 

The  unbroken  and  indivisible  one  is  obtained,  by  separation  (from  whom  my)  mind  was  upset  and  pierced. 

(5).  (By)  the  Turk  he  is  known  (from)  worship,3  (by)  the  Hindu  (from)  the  Veda  and  Puranas. 

In  order  to  inform  the  mind  divine  knowledge  should  be  read  to  some  extent. 

(6).  The  holy  syllable  Om  is  known  (to  be)  in  the  beginning. 

(Who)  writes  and  effaces  (it),  he  has  no  honour. 

If  one  comprehend  the  holy  syllable  Om, 

He  having  comprehended  it  is  not  effacing  (it  again). 

(7).  Kaku.  A  ray  of  light  is  put  into  the  lotus. 

The  moonshine  does  not  come  into  a  covered  box. 

And  though  I  put  into  it  the  juice  of  flowers : 

To  whom  shall  I  tell  and  make  understand  the  inexpressible  story  ? 

(8).  Khalcha.  Into  this  cavity  (  =  body)  the  mind  has  come. 

"Without  leaving  the  hole  it  runs  in  the  ten  directions. 

Having  known  the  Lord  it  remains  patient. 

Then  it  settles  down  quietly,  when  it  obtains  the  imperishable  place. 

(9).   Gaga.  (From)  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  (the  Supreme)  is  known  (by  him), 

(Who)  does  not  put  another  word  (into)  his  ears. 

He  ceases  travelling  about  in  the  air,  he  does  not  go  anywhere. 

He  seizes  the  unseizable  one  and  having  seized  (him)  he  ceases  soaring  in  the  skies. 

(10).   Ohagha.  In  everybody  he  dwells. 

When  the  body  bursts,  he  never  becomes  diminished. 

When  he  has  obtained  a  landing-place  in  a  body  : 

Why  does  he  run  to  an  inaccessible  place,  giving  up  that  body  ? 

(11).  Nana.  Kestrain  love,  remove  anxiety ! 

Do  not  run  away  from  what  thou  hast  not  seen,  this  is  the  highest  wisdom. 

(12).   Cala.  A  (well)-made  picture  is  of  high  price. 

Leave  the  picture  and  think  of  the  painter  ! 

Variously  coloured  is  this  immense  (world).4 

Leaving  the  picture  keep  the  painter  (in  thy)  thoughts ! 

(13).    Chacha.  This  is  the  snare  of  the  king. 

Why  does  he  not  remain  satisfied,  why  does  he  not  give  up  desire  ? 

0  my  mind,  I  admonish  thee  every  moment : 

Cast  out  (thy  own  self) !  why  oausest  thou  thyself  to  be  bound  ? 

(14).  Jaja.  If  one  causes  his  body  to  be  burned  whilst  living: 

He,  burning  (his)  youth,  obtains  salvation. 

1  tTT— 3*f  =  ^TT— §TT  • 

2  The  difference  between  him  and  me. 

3  3dl<*3   (u_Jb^),  the  second  step  in  Sufism.     The  first  is  l^*^,,  the  law,  the  outward  rites;  the 
second  iS-~hJb ,  worship  of  God  in  the  mind ;  the  third  icJ^ ,  knowledge  (fSptn??) ;  the  fourth  i  •■  .S  ji~. 
certainty,  i.e.  pantheistic  union  with  the  Supreme. 

4  »t<S^dl    =   *>(<£**    Adj.,   immense,    huge    (Marathi).      In   SindhI    ^SSRff^   signifies:    labyrinth 
(Gurmukhi  *H"J£W). 
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When  lie  goes  on  being  burned  and  consumed  in  this  way : 

Then,  having  gone,  he  attains  to  light  and  brightness. 

(15).  Jhajhd.  (Who)  does  not  kllbw  how  to  apply  his  mind  and  to  understand  (the  truth) : ' 

He  remains  boggling  and  is  not  approved  of. 

Being  bewildered  (myself)  how  shall  I  make  others  comprehend  (it)  ? 

By  making  disputes  I  raise  even  disputes. 

(16).  Nana.  Why  should  one  go  far  away  giving  up  him,  who  remains  near  in  the  heart? 

Tor  whose  sake  the  world  is  searched  through,  he  is  obtained  near. 

(17).  Tata.  A  difficult  pass  is  in  the  heart. 

Having  opened  the  door  why  does  he  not  go  into  the  palace  ? 

Having  seen  the  immovable  one  I  do  not  move  to  any  other  place. 

(If  my)  heart  continues  clinging  (to  him),  I  obtain  intimacy  (with  him). 

(18).  Thatha.  This  one  is  far,  the  cheat  near. 

At  last,  at  last  (my)  mind  was  made  sedate. 

By  which  cheat  the  whole  world  is  cheated  (and)  devoured : 

That  cheat  was  cheated  (by  me),  (my)  mind  came  to  a  place  (of  rest). 

(19).  Bada.  If  fear  (of  God)  springs  up,  fear  goes. 

Then  fear  is  absorbed  in  the  fear  (of  God). 

If  (his)  fear  (of  God)  subside,2  fear  sticks  again  (to  him). 

(Who)  has  become  fearless  (of  God),  (in  his)  breast  fear  is  produced,  he  flees. 

(20).  Bhadha.  (He  is)  near,  whom  else  does  he  seek  ? 

In  searching  about  (one's)  life  is  wasted. 

When  searching  about  he  ascends  the  Sumeru  : 3 

He  is  obtained  in  the  fort,  by  whom  the  fort  is  made.4 

(21).  Nana.  A  man  that  enters  battle  makes  a  close  fight.5 

He  does  not  stoop  nor  vacillate. 

One  may  account  his  life  happy. 

He  kills  the  One  and  gives  up  many. 

(22).  Tata.  The  impassable  (ocean)  cannot  be  crossed. 

The  body  is  contained  in  the  three  worlds. 

When  the  three  worlds  are  contained  in  the  body : 

Then  the  substance  is  united  (with  the  absolute)  substance,  the  True  one  is  obtained. 

(23).  Thatha.  The  bottom  of  the  bottomless  one  is  not  obtained. 

That  one  is  bottomless,  this  one  (=  the  human  mind)  is  not  kept  steady. 

In  a  small  place  and  spot  he  commences. 

Without  posts  he  supports  the  palace. 

(24).  Bada.  What  thou  seest,  that  is  passing  away. 

Whom  thou  dost  not  see,  on  him  continue  to  reflect ! 

When  in  the  tenth  gate  the  key  is  given  : 

Then  the  sight  of  the  Merciful  one  is  obtained. 

1  GdHcM  i>.n.  to  apply  the  mind ;  4HdS£cM  v.a.  to  understand,  to  comprehend. 

2  ScT  3d ;    aid  A I  is  to  be  taken  here  in  its  original  meaning :   to  burst,  to  break  =  to  subside  (Sansk. 

3  T*ni  is  here  the  crown  of  the  head,  where  the  tenth  gate  is. 

4  The  3|yf  or  fort  is  the  human  body. 

5  Xvft  (=  ^ftj)>  originally  :  cohesiveness  =  close  fight. 
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(25).  Dhadha.  Below  and  above  there  is  a  settlement. 

In  the  nether  and  upper  regions  there  is  dwelling. 

Having  given  up  what  is  below,  when  one  has  come  to  what  is  above : 

Then,  what  is  above,  is  united  with  what  is  below,  happiness  is  obtained.1 

(26).  Nana.  Night  and  day  (I  am)  looking  at  a  place. 

(My)  eyes  looking  (at  it)  have  become  red. 

When  looking  on  and  looking  on  I  reach  the  place  : 

Then  the  look  is  blended  with  the  look. 

(27).  Papa.  The  boundless  one  is  not  obtained. 

(Who)  enters  into  intimacy  with  the  highest  light : 

He  subdues  his  five  senses. 

Religious  demerit  and  merit,  both  he  discards. 

(28).  Phapha.  A  fruit  is  produced  without  blossoms. 

If  one  behold  a  mouthful  of  that  fruit, 

He  does  not  fall  into  duality,  he  reflects  on  the  mouthful. 

A  mouthful  of  that  fruit  rends  all  bodies.2 

(29).  Bala.  A  drop  is  mixed  with  a  drop. 

A  drop  cannot  be  separated  from  a  drop. 

(Who)  becomes  a  servant,  takes  up  service. 

Who  becomes  a  prisoner,  gets  knowledge  of  the  prison. 

(30).  Bhalha.  The  difference  is  united  with  the  difference. 

Now  fear  is  broken  and  confidence  is  come. 

Who  (was  considered  as  being  outside),  he  is  (now)  known  (as  being)  inside. 

The  separated  king  is  recognized  (as  one  and  the  same  with  me). 

(31).  Mama.  (By  whom)  the  root  is  seized,  he  reconciles  (his)  mind. 

(Who)  becomes  acquainted  with  (these)  secrets,  he  knows  (his)  mind. 

May  no  one  keep  back  (his)  mind  from  meeting  (with  its  root)  ! 

By  being  immersed  (in  him)  he  obtains  that  True  one. 

(32).  Mama.  The  matter  is  with  (one's)  mind;  by  subduing  the  mind  perfection  is  obtained. 

Kablr  says  :  from  the  mind  the  mind  does  not  obtain  any  desire. 

(33).  This  mind  is  the  Shakti,  this  mind  is  Shiva. 

This  mind  is  the  life  of  the  five  elements, 

If  one  taking  this  mind  remain  absorbed  in  divine  contemplation  : 

Then  he  relates  the  things  of  the  three  worlds. 

(34).   Taya.  If  one  knows  (the  truth),  he  destroys  folly,  having  subdued  (his)  body,  he  sings, 

A  hero  engaged  in  battle  does  not  flee,  fame  stimulates  (him). 

(35).  Para.  (Worldly)  relish  is  considered  as  insipid. 

What  is  insipid  is  known  as  relish. 

Who  gives  up  this  (worldly)  relish,  he  gets  that  (divine)  relish. 

(By  whom)  that  (divine)  relish  is  tasted,  (to  him)  this  (worldly)  relish  does  not  please. 

(36).  Laid.  (If  one)  apply  (his)  mind  in  such  a  way  to  devout  meditation  : 

He,  not  going  anywhere  else,  obtains  the  highest  truth. 

1  Verses  of  this  kind,  being  destitute   of  all  grammatical  connexion,  cannot  be  properly  translated ;  we 
can  only  give  a  conjecture.     The  verse  tends  to  pantheistical  union  of  the  finite  with  the  infinite  being. 

2  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  is  meant  by  these  strange  allegories.     The  fruit  produced  without  blossoms 
seems  to  signify  the  Absolute. 
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And  if  he  bestow  devout  meditation  on  it  with  love, 

He  obtains  the  unattainable  one,  and  having  obtained  (him)  he  is  absorbed  in  (his)  feet. 

(37).   Vava.  Kemember  again  an£  again  Vishnu  ! 

Who  remembers  Vishnu  is  not  overcome. 

Who  is  a  sacrifice  to  Vishnu  and  sings  his  praise  (in  his)  body : 

He  is  united  (with)  Vishnu  and  obtains  him,  who  of  all  (alone)  is  true. 

(38).   Vava.  (Who)  is  known  by  him,  (who)  knows  him,  this  one  is. 

When  this  and  that  one  meet  together,  then  no  one  knows  (them),  they  being  united. 

(39).  Sasa.  Examine  and  consider  that  as  good  ! 

Hold  firm  the  word  of  familiar  intercourse  with  the  heart ! 

If  love  to  familiar  intercourse  with  the  heart  springs  up  (in  any  one) : 

In  him  is  fully  present  the  king  of  the  three  worlds. 

(40).  Khalcha.  If  one  diligently  search  (for  him) — 

Who  searches  (for  him),  he  is  not  again  born — 

If  searching  and  comprehending  he  reflect  (on  him) : 

Then  he  is  crossing  the  water  of  existence  without  delay. 

(41).  Sasa.  That  one  adorns  the  bed  of  the  bridegroom. 

That  one  removes  the  doubt  of  the  female  friend. 

Having  given  up  little  pleasure  the  highest  pleasure  is  obtained. 

Then  this  one  is  called  wife,  that  one  husband. 

(42).  Eaha.  That  he  is  existing,  is  not  known. 

When  he  is,  then  the  mind  is  comforted. 

When  one  apprehends,  that  he  is  indeed  : 

Then  that  one  is  that,  this  one  is  not. 

(43).  Absorbed  in  thought  all  the  people  wander  about. 

On  his  account  much  grief  affects  (them). 

When  they  direct  their  thoughts  on  the  husband  of  LakshmT : 

Grief  is  effaced,  they  obtain  all  comforts. 

(44).  Khahha.  How  many  are  gone  drooping  and  wasting  away  ! 

(Though)  drooping  and  wasting  away,  they  do  not  think  (of  him)  till  now. 

If  the  world  now,  having  known  (him),  go  on  to  conciliate  (him) : 

It  obtains  (him)  firmly,  from  whom  it  was  separated. 

(45).  Fifty-two  letters  are  joined  together  (by  me), 

(But  I  am)  not  able  to  know  one  letter. 

Kabir  tells  the  word  of  the  True  one. 

Who  becomes  a  Pandit,  he  remains  fearless. 

The  profession  of  the  Pandit  is  for  the  sake  of  the  people. 

Who  is  skilled  in  divine  knowledge,  he  is  reflecting  on  truth. 

In  whose  heart  such  an  understanding  is  : 

He  will  know  it,  says  Kabir. 
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Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
EAGU  GATJEI;   THE  THITIS  OP  KABIE. 

Slot 
There  are  fifteen  lunar  dates  and  Beven  week-days. 
Kablr  says  :  (of  him  who  has)  no  limit, 
If  the  ascetics  and  perfect  devotees  obtain  the  secret : 
They  are  themselves  the  creator,  themselves  God. 

Thills. 
(1).  On  the  day  of  new  moon  remove  hope  (desire) ! 
Eemember  Earn,  the  inward  governor ! 
Obtain  the  gate  of  salvation  whilst  living  ! 
The  word  of  the  Fearless  one  is  the  very  essence  of  truth. 

Pause. 
("Who  are)  filled  with  love  to  the  lotus-foot  of  Govind  : 

They  by  the  favour  of  the  saints  become  pure  in  their  mind,  they  wake  day  by  day  in  the  praise  of  Hari. 
(2).  On  the  first  (lunar)  day  reflect  on  the  beloved  ! 
In  the  body  sports  the  bodiless  and  boundless  one. 
The  pain  of  death  never  devours  (him), 
Who  is  absorbed  in  the  primeval  divine  male. 

(3).  Second  (lunar)  day.     Thou  knowest,  that  two  are  (in)  the  body. 
The  Maya  and  Brahm  sport  with  all. 
That  one  neither  increases  nor  decreases. 
The  bodiless  and  undefiled  one  is  of  one  and  the  same  state. 
(4).  Third  (lunar)  day.     ("Who)  grinds  and  subdues  the  three  (qualities) : 
He  obtains  the  root  of  joy,  the  highest  place. 
In  the  society  of  the  saints  confidence  springs  up. 
Outside  and  inside  there  is  always  light. 
(5).  Fourth  (lunar)  day.     Seize  the  fickle  mind. 
Never  sit  together  with  lust  and  wrath  ! 
In  water  and  land  is  he  himself. 
He  himself  mutters  the  recitals  of  his  own  name. 
(6).  The  fifth  (lunar)  day.     The  five  elements  are  spread  out. 
Gold  and  women  are  the  occupation  of  the  world. 
If  one  drink  with  love  the  nectar-juice  : 
The  pain  of  old  age  and  death  will  not  again  befall  him. 

(7).  The  sixth  (lunar)  day.     In  the  six  spheres  (of  the  body) >  and  in  the  six  directions  (of  the  world) 
(the  mind)  runB  about. 

"Without  intimacy  (with  the  Supreme  Spirit)  it  does  not  remain,  steady. 

("Who)  having  effaced  duality  lays  hold  of  patience  : 

He  does  not  undergo  the  sharp  pain  of  works. 

(8).  The  seventh  (lunar)  day.     Take  (this)  word  as  true  ! 

Take  the  Supreme  Spirit  as  real ! 


About  the  tpr  gar  see  p.  472,  note  3. 
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Doubt  is  dissolved,  pain  is  effaced. 
In  the  vacant  pond 1  thou  wilt  obtain  happiness. 
(9).  The  eighth  (lunar)  day.     Th*  body  consists  of  eight  substances.* 
In  that  ignoble  one  is  the  great  treasure  of  the  king. 
Divine  knowledge,  obtainable  from  the  Guru,  shows  the  secret. 
The  infrangible  and  indivisible  (Supreme)  is  turned  over  (=  disclosed). 
(10).  The  ninth  (lunar)  day.     Subdue  the  nine  gates  ! 
Bind  down  the  wandering  desire  ! 
(If)  all  greediness  and  fondness  be  forgotten  : 
Thou  wilt  live  for  ever  and  eat  the  fruit  of  immortality. 
(11).  The  tenth  (lunar)  day.     In  the  ten  directions  joy  springs  up. 
Doubt  is  dissolved,  Govind  is  met  with. 
The  incomparable  substance  is  consisting  of  light. 
It  is  pure,  there  is  no  filth  (in  it),  neither  shade  nor  sunshine. 
(12).  The  eleventh  (lunar)  day.     (If  one)  run  in  one  direction  : 
He  does  not  fall  again  into  the  pain  of  the  womb. 
(His)  body  becomes  cool  and  pure. 

"Whom  they  are  showing  (as  being)  far  away,  him  he  obtains  near  (in  his  heart). 
(13).  The  twelfth  (lunar)  day?    Twelve  suns  rise. 
Unbeaten  sound  day  and  night  the  musical  instruments. 
The  beloved  of  the  three  worlds  is  seen. 

Wonderful !  from  a  created  soul  he  has  become  the  Supreme  Soul.3 
(14).  The  thirteenth  (lunar)  day.     Expound  the  thirteen  holy  Shastras! 
Below  and  above  consider  (all)  as  the  same ! 
There  is  neither  low  nor  high,  neither  honour  nor  dishonour. 
In  all  things  Ham  is  contained. 

(15).  The  fourteenth  (lunar)  day.     He  is  in  the  fourteen  worlds. 
In  every  hair  dwells  the  enemy  of  Mura. 
Keep  up  meditation  on  true  contentment ! 
The  story  of  the  knowledge  of  Brahm  should  be  told  ! 
(16).  On  the  day  of  full  moon  the  moon  is  full  in  the  sky. 
The  digit  (of  the  moon)  is  spread  out,  (there  is)  naturally  light. 
In  the  beginning,  end  and  middle  he  exists,  0  brother ! 
Kabir  sports  in  the  ocean  of  happiness. 

1  4| (A  tJd^fcT  m  the  vacant  pond  =  the  Supreme,  which  is  described  by  *fo,  the  vacuum. 

2  Seven  substances  of  the  body  are  usually  enumerated. 

3  tf|G  (^fa)  as  distinguished  from  fsj^,  designates  the  created  or  rather  emanated  soul  (individual 
life) ;  jfrw  (=  f^m)  's  on  the  contrary  the  universal,  supreme  soul,  the  actuating  principle  in  animated  beings. 
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Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
RAGTI  GAUEl ;   THE  VAES  OF  KABIE.1 


Sing  continually  the  excellences  of  Hari ! 

Get  that  secret  of  Hari,  which  is  to  be  expounded  by  the  Guru  ! 

(1).  Who  on  Sunday  commences  devotion  : 

He  is  stopping  in  the  mansion  of  the  body  (his)  desires. 

If  day  and  night  the  melody  goes  on  uninterruptedly  : 

The  flute  sounds  in  tranquillity  without  being  sounded. 

(2).  On  Monday  nectar  flows  (from)  the  moon. 

Who  is  quickly  tasting  it  removes  all  poison. 

If  the  speech  be  stopped  in  the  gate  (  =  mouth) : 

Then  the  intoxicating  mind  is  drinking. 

(3).  On  Tuesday  acquire  knowledge  ! 2 

(That)  thou  mayest  know  the  proceeding  of  the  five  thieves. 

Do  not  leave  the  house  and  go  forth  ! 

Otherwise  the  king  will  be  much  displeased. 

(4).  On  Wednesday  wisdom  diffuses  light. 

In  the  lotus  of  the  heart  is  the  dwelling  of  Hari. 

Who  having  met  (with)  the  Guru  considers  the  two3  equal  to  One : 

He,  having  erected  (the  lotus  of  the  heart)  (from)  the  mud,  puts  (it)  straight. 

(5).  On  Thursday  let  the  world  go  ! 

Comprehend  the  three  Gods  in  One  ! 

Three  rivers  are  in  that  triad. 

(If  thou)  wash  away  day  and  night  (thy)  filth,  thou  bathest  (in  them). 

(6).  Who  on  Friday  overcomes  thirst/  he  ascends  to  this  vow  : 

That  he  daily  struggles  himself  with  himself. 

If  all  the  five  (senses),  which  are  very  watchful  (for  an  opportunity  of  action),  he  watch  : 

No  second  sight  (=  duality)  ever  enters  (him). 

(7).  If  on  Saturday  he  keeps  firm 

That  torch  of  light  in  (his)  body  : 

Outside  and  inside  light  is  diffused. 

All  works  are  then  set  aside  (by  him). 

(8).  As  long  as  in  the  body  is  another  command  : 

So  long  the  sweetheart  is  not  obtained  in  the  palace. 

(When)  love  is  bestowed  on  the  sporting  Ram  : 

Then  the  body  (becomes)  pure,  says  Kabir. 

1  <cld  «»•  Week-day. 

2  ^lolfa  s-f-  knowledge,  conversancy  (with  a  branch  of  knowledge) ;  Arab.  i:?  -,.b<\*  (quality,  essence 
of  a  thing). 

3  ^@,  the  two,  i.e.  God  and  the  creature  (thou  and  I). 

4  3TI  =  TiiM  (fern.)  thirst,  worldly  desires. 
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RAGU    GAURI    CETI. 

The  Speech  of  Namiev. 

Om !    by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

Pause. 

By  God  stones  are  caused  to  swim. 

How  should  not  men  by  the  order  of  Ram  cross  ? 

(1).  Seizing  the  raft  the  whore,  the  hump-backed  woman  without  beauty,  the  hunter1  and  Ajamal 
were  brought  across  (=  saved). 

The  man,  who  struck  the  feet  (of  Krishna),  became  emancipated. 

I  am  a  sacrifice  (to)  the  man,  (who)  utters  :  Ram  ! 

(2).  To  the  son  of  the  slave-girl,  the  humble  Bidar,2  to  Sudama  and  Ugrasena  kingdoms  were  given. 

Who  were  without  muttering,  without  austerity,  without  family,  without  works,  they  were  saved, 
0  Lord  of  Nama ! 
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Gauri  guareri. 

Om  !  the  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  Supreme  Spirit. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  ! 

I. 

(1).  My  company  is  day  and  night  low. 
My  work  perverseness,  my  birth  vile. 

Pause. 

0  Lord  Ram,  life  of  the  creatures  !  do  not  forget  me,  I  am  thy  servant ! 
(2).  Remove  my  calamity,  bestow  affection  (on  thy)  servant ! 

1  do  not  let  go  (thy)  feet,  (though  my)  body  be  consumed. 
(3).  Ravidas  says  :  I  fall  on  thy  protection. 

Join  quickly  (thy)  servant,  do  not  delay  ! 


II. 


(1).  Begampur3  is  the  name  of  (my)  city. 
Pain  and  anguish  are  not  in  that  place. 
Nor  anxiety  nor  tribute  on  property. 
No  fear  and  no  sin,  no  dread  and  decline. 

Now  I  have  got  a  good  country. 

There  is  always  happiness,  0  my  brother ! 


Pause. 


1  The  name  of  the  hunter  was  Jara  (old  age). 

2  Vidura,  the  son  of  Vyasa  and  of  a  female  servant  (Wilson,  Vish.  Pur.  p.  459).    Sudama,  a  poor  Brahman, 
enriched  by  Krishna.     Ugrasena  was  placed  on  the  throne  by  Krishna  (Wilson,  Vish.  Pur.  p.  560). 

3  fjjpixnn,  Literally:  a  city  without  grief  {*&  .^-j). 
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(2).  Stable  and  always  enduring  is  (my)  dominion. 

There  is  no  second  nor  third  there,  there  is  only  One.1 

It  is  always  cultivated  and  famous. 

There  the  rich  and  happy  dwell. 

(3).  As  it  pleases  (them),  so  they  walk  about. 

The  confidant  of  the  palace  no  one  stops. 

Eavidas  says  :  the  tanner  is  free.2 

Who  is  my  fellow-citizen,  he  is  my  friend. 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 
Gauri  lairagani ;   Ravidds. 

I.     III. 

(1).  Very  inaccessible  is  the  mountain,  I  have  one  vicious  bullock. 

I  address  one  supplication  to  my  sweetheart :  0  Murari,  keep  my  capital-stock  ! 


(I  am)  some  retail-dealer  of  Earn,  my  venture  of  goods  is  laden,  0  dear ! 

(2).  I  am  a  retail-dealer  of  Earn,  I  naturally  carry  on  traffic. 

I  have  laden  the  wealth  of  the  name  of  Earn,  the  world  has  laden  poison. 

(3).  0  receiver  of  customs,  write  down  anything  you  please  ! 

The  punishment  of  Tama  does  not  fall  on  me,  I  have  given  up  all  worldly  cares. 

(4).  As  the  colour  of  the  saffiower  is,  so  is  this  world. 

The  colour  of  my  sweetheart  is  of  Majlth,  says  Eavidas,  the  tanner. 

Gauri  purll  ;  Ravidds. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     IV. 

(1).  As  a  well  is  filled  with  frogs,  which  have  no  knowledge  of  other  countries  : 

So  my  mind  is  fascinated  by  the  world,  it  has  no  knowledge  of  this  and  that  side  (=  world). 

Pause. 
0  Lord  of  all  the  worlds,  show  me  one  moment  thy  sight,  0  dear ! 

(2).  My  intellect  has  become  impure,  (so  that)  thy  state  cannot  be  apprehended  (by  me),  0  Madhava  ! 
Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  (that)  my  error  may  cease  ;  instruct  me  and  give  me  a  good  intellect ! 
(3).  The  most  excellent  Jog!  does  not  reach  (them),  thy  qualities  are  beyond  telling. 
On  account  of  love  and  devotion  (to  thee)  Eavidas,  the  tanner,  tells  (them). 

Gauri  lairagani. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     V. 

(1).  In  the  Satya  Tug  (was)  truth,  the  Treta  (was)  offering  sacrifices,  in  the  Dvapar  (was)  the 
performance  of  worship. 

In  the  three  ages  three  (practices)  were  established,  in  the  Kali-yug  the  name  (of  Hari)  alone  is  support. 

1  3TH  (f*5J)  *-e-  duality;  f{V{  (*-~:)  i.e.  the  three  qualities. 

2  Rsividas  was  a  ^^T3  or  tanner. 
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How  shall  I  get  to  the  other  side,  0  dear  ? 

No  one  instructs  and  tells  me,  by  what  coming  and  going  may  vanish  ? 

(2).  Eeligious  duties  (of)  many  kinds  are  described,  (but)  the  creator  is  seen  in  all  the  worlds. 

"Which  are  those  works,  by  which  one  may  become  emancipated,  by  practising  which  all  perfections 
may  be  obtained  ? 

(3).  Outside  one  may  be  washed  with  water,  (but)  in  his  heart  are  manifold  vices. 

In  what  wise  may  he  become  pure,  (whose)  practice  is  after  the  manner  of  a  clean  elephant  ? ' 

(4).  Good  and  bad  actions  must  be  weighed,  (but)  there  is  doubt  when  one  hears  the  Veda  and  the 
Puranas. 

Doubt  always  dwells  in  the  heart,  who  puts  away  (his)  conceit  ? 

(5).  As  the  night  passes  before  the  light  of  the  sun — (this)  the  whole  world  is  knowing — 

(So),  mind,  copper  is  turned  into  gold  without  delay,  (if)  it  come  into  contact  with  the  philo- 
sopher's stone. 

(6).  He  meets  with  the  Guru,  the  most  excellent  philosopher's  stone,  on  (whose)  forehead  it  is 
written  by  destiny. 

(If)  a  mind  absorbed  in  divine  contemplation  meet  (with)  the  mind,  the  diamond  shutters  are  opened. 

(7).  (Whose)  mind  is  intent  on  devotion  and  performing  worship,  cutting  off  the  bonds  of  error 
and  vices : 

He  is  happy  (in  his)  mind  (and)  united  (with  the  Supreme),  reflecting  only  on  the  excellences  of 
himv  who  is  without  qualities. 

(8).  Many  efforts  (of)  repression  were  made  (by  me),  (but  though)  put  aside  the  noose  of  error  does 
not  recede. 

Devotion  out  of  love  does  not  spring  up,  Eavidas  is  sad  about  that. 

1  The  elephant,  when  washed,  wallows  again  in  the  dust. 
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Dm !  The  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  without  fear,  without  enmity, 
of  a  timeless  form,  unproduoed  from  a  womb. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru ! 

BAGTT  ASA. 

Hahala  I. ;     Ghar  I. 

So  dar.1 

What  is  that  thy  gate,  what  that  house,  where  sitting  thou  supportest  all? 

Thy  musical  instruments  (and)  sounds  are  many,  (yea)  innumerable,  how  many  are  thy  musicians  ? 

How  many  are  called  thy  Bags  with  the  Raginis,  how  many  (are)  thy  singers  ? 

To  thee  sing  the  wind,  water,  fire,  Dharm-raja  sings  (to  thee)  at  (thy)  gate. 

To  thee  sing  the  recording-angels,  (who)  know  how  to  write  (and  who)  writing  down  reflect  on 
moral  actions. 

To  thee  sing  Isar  (Shiva),  Brahma,  the  Devi,  (who)  display  lustre  being  always  adorned  by  thee. 

To  thee  sing  the  Indras  sitting  on  Indra's  throne  with  the  gods,  who  are  at  (his)  gate. 

To  thee  sing  the  perfect  ascetics  in  their  deep  meditations,  to  thee  sing  the  pious  reflecting  (on  thee). 

To  thee  sing  the  ascetics  of  subdued  passions,  the  chaste  (women),  the  contented  ones,  to  thee  sing 
the  hardy  heroes. 

To  thee  sing  the  Pandits,  (who)  read,  the  great  abstinent  ascetics  with  the  gods  (sing)  continually. 

To  thee  sing  the  fascinating  women,  (who)  fascinate  the  mind  of  those  in  heaven,  earth  and  in  the 
nether  region. 

To  thee  sing  all  the  gems,  produced  by  thee,  with  the  sixty-eight  Tirthas. 

To  thee  sing  the  heroes  very  powerful  in  battle,  to  thee  sing  the  four  sources  (of  production). 

To  thee  sing  the  regions,  orbs  and  universe,  which  are  made,  kept  and  supported  by  thee. 

They  sing  to  thee,  who  please  thee;  thy  devotees,  who  have  a  taste  (of  thee),  are  attached  (to  thee). 

It  does  not  come  into  my  mind,  how  many  others  sing  to  thee,  what  can  Nanak  judge  ? 

He,  he  is  always  the  true  Lord,  true,  of  a  true  name. 

He  is  and  will  be  and  will  not  be  destroyed,  by  whom  the  creation  was  made. 

By  whom  the  Maya  of  various  sorts  and  kinds  was  produced. 

Having  made  (it)  he  beholds  (it),  his  own  work  is  as  his  greatness. 

What  pleases  him,  that  he  will  do,  his  order  cannot  be  overturned. 

He  is  the  king,  Lord  of  kings,  Nanak  (says)  :  the  order  (of)  the  Lord  remains  (firm). 

Asa  ;    mahalu  IV. 

I.     II. 

(1).  He  is  the  Supreme  Being,  Hari  is  the  Supreme  Being,  Hari  is  quite  unattainable,  boundless. 

All  meditate,  all  meditate  on  thee,  0  Hari,  0  true  creator ! 

All  creatures  are  thine,  sir,  thou  art  the  donor  of  the  creatures ! 

Meditate  on  Hari,  0  ye  saints,  who  causes  all  pain  to  be  forgotten. 

Hari  himself  is  the  Lord,  Hari  himself  is  the  servant,  what  is  the  helpless  creature,  (says)  Nanak. 

(2).  Thou  art  in  everybody,  in  all  thou,  0  Hari,  the  one  Supreme  Spirit,  art  continuously  contained. 

Some  are  munificent,  some  are  beggars,  all  are  thy  wonderful  frolics. 

Thou  thyself  art  the  giver,  thou  thyself  the  enjoyer,  without  thee  I  do  not  know  another. 

Thou,  0  Supreme  Brahm,  art  endless,  endless,  how  can  I  describe  thy  qualities  ? 

Who  serve,  who  serve  thee,  their  sacrifice  is  humble  Nanak. 

1  See  p.  14. 
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(3).  Who  meditate  on  thee,  who  meditate  on  thee,  0  Hari,  those  people  live  comfortably  in  the  world. 

They  are  emancipated,  they  are  emancipated,  who  meditate  on  thee,  0  Hari,  the  noose  of  Tama  on 
them  is  broken. 

Who  meditate  on  the  fearless  one,  who  meditate  on  the  fearless  Hari,  all  their  fear  will  go. 

Who  serve,  who  serve  my  Hari,  they  will  be  absorbed  into  the  form  of  Hari. 

They  are  happy,  they  are  happy,  who  meditate  on  Hari,  humble  Nanak  will  be  a  sacrifice  to  them. 

(4).  Thy  store-rooms  are  filled  with  devotion  to  thee,  with  devotion  to  thee,  0  endless,  endless  one  ! 

Thy  devotees,  thy  devotees  praise  thee,  0  Hari,  who  art  many,  many  (and)  endless ! ' 

They  perform  many,  many  adorations  to  thee,  0  Hari,  they  practise  austerities  and  mutter  (thee), 
0  endless  one ! 

They  read  many,  many  Smritis  and  Shastras  of  thine,  they  are  performing  religious  ceremonies  (and) 
the  six  (prescribed)  works. 

Those  devotees,  those  devotees  are  excellent,  (says)  humble  JSanak,  who  are  pleasing  to  my  Lord  Hari. 

(5).  Thou  art  the  primeval  divine  male,  the  boundless  creator,  there  is  none  other  like  thee. 

Thou  art  for  ages  the  One,  (thou  art)  always,  always  the  One,  thou  art  that  immovable  creator. 

What  pleases  to  thyself,  that  exists,  what  thou  doest  thyself,  that  takes  place. 

By  thyself  the  whole  creation  is  produced,  by  thyself  all  (the  world)  is  created  and  destroyed  (again). 

Humble  Nanak  sings  the  excellences  of  the  creator,  who  is  knowing  all. 


Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

KAGU  ASA;  MAHALA  I. 

Caupadds;  Ghar  II. 

I. 

(1).  Every  one  calls  (thee)  great,  having  heard  (it  from  others). 

(For)  has  it  been  seen,  how  great  (thou  art)  ? 

(Thy)  estimate  cannot  be  obtained  uor  told. 

Those,  who  are  telling  (it),  remain  absorbed  in  thee. 


0  my  great  Lord,  deep  and  profound,  weighty  with  excellences ! 

No  one  knows,  how  great  thy  garb  is. 

(2).  Though  all  intelligent  ones  meet  and  take  it  into  consideration ; 

(Though)  all  valuers  meet  and  make  an  estimate  (of  it) ; 

The  wise  and  meditative  ones,  the  Gurus  of  the  Gurus :  alas ! 2 

Not  a  bit  can  thy  greatness  be  told. 

(3).  All  virtues,  all  austerities,  all  good  aotions, 

The  greatnesses  of  the  perfect  men — 

Without  thee  no  one  has  obtained  perfection. 

By  destiny  it  accrues  (and  is  then)  not  prevented. 

(4).  What  is  the  helpless  speaker  ? 

Thy  store-rooms  are  filled  with  praises. 

1  Hari  becomes  by  expansion  many  and  endless. 

1  JldJId  0  iyt.  the  great  of  the  great ;  or  :  the  Gurus  of  the  Gurus,  alas  I  the  interjection  OTlfV  (OlfU) 
belongs  properly  to  the  following  line.  But  <Jjd<JJdU  liiT  may  also  be  taken  =  JlcHldO  (3TdTJ  the  Format. 
Plur.  of  3Td"),  ai  being  then  a  meaningless  alliteration. 
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To  whom  thou  givest  (them),  what  can  he  do  ? 
Nanak  (says) :  the  True  one  is  arranging  (all). 

II. 

(1).  (If)  I  utter  (the  name),  I  live,  if  I  forget  (it),  I  die. 

It  is  difficult  to  utter  the  true  name. 

Who  has  hunger  after  the  true  name  : 

The  pain  of  his  hunger  departs  having  eaten. 

Pause. 
How  should  he  be  forgotten,  0  my  mother  ? 
True  is  the  Lord,  of  a  true  name. 
(2).  The  greatness  of  the  true  name 

Having  uttered  a  little  they  became  tired,  (its)  estimate  was  not  reached. 
Though  all  having  met,  set  to  utter  it : 
It  does  not  increase  nor  decrease. 
(3).  He  does  not  die  nor  does  grief  befall  (him). 
He  goes  on  giving,  (his)  enjoyment  does  not  cease  (at  the  same  time). 
This  is  his  (inherent)  property  (and)  none  other. 
Nor  has  been  any  (other)  nor  will  be. 
(4).  As  great  as  thou  art  thyself,  so  great  is  thy  gift, 
(Thou),  by  whom  day  and  night  is  made. 
"Who  forget  the  Lord,  they  are  of  low  birth. 
Nanak  (says)  :  without  the  Lord  (they  are)  low  caste  people.1 

III. 

(1).  If  a  beggar  at  the  gate  raises  a  cry,  the  Lord  hears  it  in  (his)  palace. 

"Whether  (thou  give  him)  assurance  (or)  push  him  away,  thou  alone  givest  greatness. 

Pause. 
Thou  acknowledgest  the  light  (that  is  in  him)  and  dost  not  ask  after  (his)  caste. 
(For)  in  the  other  world  there  is  no  caste. 

(2).  Thou  thyself  causest  to  be  done,  thou  thyself  dost  (all  things),  thou  thyself  puttest  taunts  into 
the  mind  (of  man). 

"When  thou  art  the  creator  and  maker : 

"What  is  (then)  dependence  (on  others),  what  the  world  ? 

(3).  Thou  thyself  producest  and  givest. 

Thou  thyself  causest  the  folly  of  the  mind. 

If  thou  comest  and  dwellest  in  the  mind  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru : 

The  pain  (of)  darkness  departs  from  within. 

(4).  The  true  one  thou  lovest  thyself. 

To  the  others  thou  dost  not  give  the  truth. 

If  thou  give  and  unfold  it  to  any  one  : 

Him  thou  dost  not  interrogate  2  in  the  other  world,  (says)  Nanak. 

IV. 

(1).  The  brass-plates  and  cymbals  (are)  the  volitions  of  the  heart. 
The  drum  (is)  the  world,  the  instrument  (of  which)  sounds. 

1  TTSTfe  *■/•  Arab.  {^jA^a ,  profession,  trade  ;  here  in  the  sense  of  low  caste,  mean  profession, 
i.e.  take  or  ask  account  from  him. 
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Narada l  dances — (this  is)  the  love  of  the  Kali-yug. 
Where  shall  the  abstinent  and  chaste  set  their  foot  ? 

_  Pause. 

Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  to  the  name. 

The  world  is  blind,  know  thou  the  Lord ! 

(2).  (If)  a  disciple  turn  to  the  Guru  and  eat ; 

(If)  out  of  love  for  food  he  come  and  dwell  in  (his)  house ; 

Though  he  be  living  and  eating  a  hundred  years  : 

That  day  is  the  best,  (in  which)  he  gets  acquainted  with  the  Lord. 

(3).  By  having  an  interview  mercy  is  not  obtained. 

Without  taking  and  giving  none  remains. 

The  king  administers  justice  (on  him  who)  is  in  (his)  power.2 

For  the  order  of  God  no  one  cares. 

(4).  He  has  the  shape  and  name  of  a  man,  (says)  Nanak. 

(But)  in  actions  he  is  a  dog,  (being)  at  the  gate  (by)  order. 

(If)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  knows,  (that  he  is)  a  guest : 

Then  he  obtains  some  honour  at  the  threshold  (of  God). 

V. 

(1).  As  much  as  the  sound  is,  so  much  is  the  hearing  of  the  sound,  as  much  as  the  form  is,  (so  much) 
is  thy  body. 

Thou  thyself  art  the  tongue,  thou  thyself  the  flavour,3  there  is  no  other,  I  say,  0  mother  ! 

Pause. 

My  Lord  is  the  only  one,  the  only  one,  0  brother,  the  only  one. 

(2).  He  himself  destroys,  he  himself  sets  loose,  he  himself  takes  and  gives. 

He  himself  sees,  he  himself  expands,  he  himself  beholds  (it). 

(3).  Whatever  was  to  be  done,  that  he  has  done,  nothing  else  can  be  done. 

As  it  is,  such  it  is  called,  all  is  thy  greatness. 

(4).  (In)  the  Kali-yug  the  Maya  is  selling  liquors,  the  intoxicated  mind  keeps  on  drinking  (her) 
sweet  liquor. 

He  himself  (the  Supreme)  makes  forms  of  many  kinds,  so  says  helpless  Nanak, 

VI. 

(1).  Wisdom  is  music,  love  the  tambourine, 

(By  which)  always  joy  and  pleasure  are  produced  in  the  mind. 

This  is  devotion,  this  is  austerity. 

Dance  in  this  wise,  keeping  (thy)  foot  (in  proper  time) ! 


(These  are)  full  chimes,  (if  one)  know  the  praise  (of  the  Lord). 
Is  other  dancing  a  pleasure  in  the  mind  ? 4 

(2).  Truth  (and)  contentment  (are)  the  two  cymbals,  (that)  sound. 
Music  of  the  feet,  (if  one  be)  always  happy. 

1  Narada,  figuratively  for  an  embroiler. 

2  It  is  nearly  impossible  to  say,  what  the  meaning  of  TjfEf  OfiJ  is  ;  literally  it  signifies :  it  is  in  hand  or 
in  (one's)  power ;  but  as  no  grammatical  relation  or  connexion  is  hinted  at,  it  can  only  be  translated  by 
conjecture. 

3  y+(<SI  here  =  ^fifAl,  properly  scent,  but  also  misused  for  flavour,  taste. 

1  This  line,  if  it  is  not  to  stultify  itself,  is  to  be  taken  in  an  interrogatory  sense. 
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The  sound  (of)  melody,  (if  there  he)  no  second  love. 

Dance  in  this  wise,  keeping  (thy)  foot  (in  proper  time) ! 

(3).  Turning  round  (in  dancing)  is,  (if)  fear  (of  God)  be  in  the  mind  and  heart, 

Continually  in  sitting  down  and  rising. 

Lying  down  on  the  reclining  place  (is,  if)  one  knows,  (that  his)  body  is  ashes. 

In  this  wise  dance,  keeping  (thy)  foot  (in  proper  time) ! 

(4).  (He  is)  a  disciple,  (who)  aims  at  initiation  into  the  assembly. 

(He  is)  a  disciple  of  the  Guru,  (who  is)  hearing  the  true  name, 

(And)  uttering  it  continually,  (says)  Nanak. 

Dance  in  this  wise,  keeping  (thy)  foot  (in  proper  time) ! 

VII. 

(1).  Having  produced  the  wind,  the  whole  earth  is  supported  (by  him),  bonds  were  assigned  to  water 
and  fire. 

The  ten-headed  head  (of)  the  blind  one  was  cut  off,  by  killing  Eavana1  what  great  thing  was  done? 

Pause. 

How  can  thy  greatness  be  told  ? 

Thou  remainest  full  in  all,  sunk  in  thoughts. 

(2).  Producing  the  creatures  he  subdues  (them)  by  (his)  skill ; 2  by  putting  a  nose-ring  into  the  nose 
of  Kali 3  what  great  thing  was  done  ? 

"Whose  husband  art  thou,  who  is  called  (thy)  wife  ?  in  all  thou  art  present  uninterruptedly. 

(3).  Brahma,  the  giver  of  blessings,  went  wailing  with  (his)  wife  to  investigate  creation. 

But  he  did  not  find  out  its  end ;  by  perforating  Kans  what  great  thing  was  done  ? 

(4).  Gems  were  produced  and  put  down,  milk  was  churned,  the  others  were  led  astray  to  think,  that 
it  was  done  by  them.4 

Nanak  says :  how  should  the  hidden  one  be  hidden,  (who)  distributes  (his  gifts)  to  every  one  ? 

VIII. 

(1).  By  practising  works  a  vine  is  spread  out,  the  name  of  Earn  becomes  its  fruit. 

He  (Earn)  has  no  sign  nor  mark,  the  unbeaten  sound  sounds,  (that)  is  produced  by  the  Supreme.6 

Pause. 
If  one  expound  and  know  (it) : 
He  drinks  nectar. 

(2).  By  whom  it  is  drunk,  they  have  become  intoxicated,  (their)  bonds  (and)  nooses  break. 
Light  is  absorbed  in  the  Luminous  one  ;  (who)  is  within  it,  gives  up  the  the  profits  of  the  Maya. 
(3).  Thy  luminous  form  is  seen  (in)  all,  all  the  worlds  (and)  the  Maya,  is  thine. 
In  beautiful  form  (thou  art)  sitting  aloof  (from  the  created  things),  thou  lookest  on,  being  spread  out 
within  (them). 

1  Havana,  sovereign  of  Lanka  (Ceylon)  and  prince  of  the  Rakshasas,  is  said  to  have  had  ten  heads ;  he 
was  killed  by  Rama  (or  Ramacandra). 

2  vlf%  5^7S^>  supply:  fwirfe  the  creation. 

3  <^|Wl  (Sansk.  ^T^flT)  s-m->  the  serpent  that  infested  the  Yamuna  and  was  overcome  by  Krishna 
(see  Wilson's  Vish.  Purana,  p.  512  sqq.). 

4  This  refers  to  the  churning  of  the  ocean  by  the  Gods  and  Daityas  for  getting  the  Ambrosia. 

s  The  sense  is :  the  Supreme  is  not  perceptible  by  any  outward  signs  or  forms,  he  is  only  known  by  an 
unbeaten  (=  not  produced  by  beating)  sound,  that  pervades  the  universe. 
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(4).  The  Jogi  produces  the  sound  of  the  lute,  (but)  he  (the  Supreme)  is  of  infinite  sight  (and)  form. 
That  sweetheart  is  in  the  unbeaten  sound,  Nanak  being  attached  (to  him)  pronounces  (this)  thought. 

•  IX. 

(1).  The  words  of  (thy)  excellences  (are)  a  burden  (on  my)  head. 

(I  am)  melted  (by  these)  words,  0  creator ! ' 

Eating,  drinking  and  laughing  is  in  vain, 

As  long  as  thou  dost  not  come  into  (my)  mind. 

Pause. 
What  is  thy  concern,  what  is  done  ? 

In  every  birth  something  has  been  taken  (and)  is  taken.2 

(2).  The  intellect  of  (my)  mind  is  intoxicated,  (my)  throat  is  intoxicated. 

"Whatever  is  spoken,  all  is  error  and  mistake. 

"With  what  face  shall  prayer  be  made  ? 

Eeligious  demerit  and  merit,  both  are  as  witnesses  with  (me). 

(3).  As  thou  makest  one,  such  he  is. 

Without  thee  there  is  no  other. 

As  thou  givest  intellect,  so  one  receives. 

As  it  pleases  thyself,  so  thou  makest  one  walk. 

(4).  (In  this)  gem-like  Eag  (with  its)  retinue  of  Eaginis, 

In  this  is  produced  the  pith  of  nectar. 

Nanak  (says)  :  this  is  the  wealth  and  property  of  the  creator. 

If  one  comprehends  (it),  he  reflects  (on  it). 

X. 

(1).  Bestowing  mercy  (when)  he  has  come  to  his  own  house  : 
Then  the  female  companions,  having  met,  arrange  the  work. 
Joy  springs  up  in  the  mind  seeing  the  sport. 
The  bridegroom  is  come  in  order  to  marry. 


Sing,  sing,  0  woman,  reflect  on  discrimination ! 
The  world-soul,  the  husband,  has  come  to  our  house. 

(2).  If  our  marriage  has  been  brought  about  by  means  of  the  Guru,  he  is  then  known,  when  the 
bridegroom  is  met  with. 

The  word  is  noised  out  in  the  three  worlds ;  self  is  gone  and  the  mind  is  reconciled. 

(3).  He  himself  arranges  his  own  work,  by  others  the  work  is  not  done. 

In  which  work  truth,  contentment,  mercy  and  piety  is,  that  some  (rare)  disciple  understands. 

(4).  Nanak  says  :  the  beloved  of  all  is  that  One. 

On  whom  he  bestows  a  glance  of  favour,  she  becomes  a  happy  married  woman. 

XI. 

(1).  House  and  forest  are  naturally  the  same. 

Foolishness  departs,  (when)  praise  (of  God)  is  made  in  the  house. 

(In  whose)  mouth  is  the  true  Pauri,  the  true  name : 

He  serving  the  true  Guru  gets  his  own  place. 

1  These  lines  are  extremely  confused ;    I  have  translated  according  to  conjecture,  as  there  is  no  gramma- 
tical connexion  or  relation  whatever. 

2  The  sense  of  these  words  is  quite  obscure. 
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Pause. 
0  mind,  consider  the  six  (philosophical)  systems  as  rubbish  ! 
In  all  is  the  Lord,  who  is  full  of  light. 
(2).  (Who  is)  excessively  greedy,  puts  on  many  garbs. 
(But)  the  world  is  pain,  (that)  takes  away  happiness  from  the  body. 
Lust  and  wrath  within  take  away  (one's)  wealth. 
One  is  saved  by  the  name,  having  given  up  duality. 
(3).  Praising  and  magnifying  (God)  (is)  tranquillity  and  joy. 
(My)  friend  and  relative  is  the  love  of  Govind. 
He  himself  does  (everything),  he  himself  is  bestowing  (everything). 
(My)  body  and  mind  are  with  Hari,  further  on  (in  the  next  world)  there  is  life  (to  me). 
(4).  Falsehood  and  vice  are  great  pain  (to)  the  body. 
Garbs  and  castes  appear  all  as  ashes. 
"What  is  produced,  that  comes  and  goes. 
0  Nanak,  firm  is  the  name  (and)  will  (of  God). 

XII. 

(1).  There   is  one  pond,  (in  which  is)  an  incomparable  lotus. 

It  always  opens  (its)  sweet  scent  and  beauty. 

The  bright  pearl  the  goose  picks  up. 

All  parts  are  a  portion  of  the  Lord  of  the  universe. 


What  is  seen,  that  is  produced  and  (again)  annihilated. 

Without  water  no  lotus  is  seen  in  a  pond. 

(2).  Some  rare  one  comprehends  and  gets  (this)  secret. 

The  Veda  always  says,  that  there  are  three  branches  (=  three  gods).1 

In  the  sound  the  knowledge  of  the  drop  is  contained.2 

Who  serves  the  true  Guru  obtains  the  highest  step. 

(3).  (Who  is)  steeped  in  (thy)  colour,  (is)  emancipated,  (him  thou  art)  delighting. 

(Thou  art)  always  making  (him)  happy  in  the  king  of  kings. 

Whom  thou  keepest  bestowing  (thy)  mercy  (on  him)  : 

(Him)  thou  makeat  cross  in  a  boat  (like)  a  sinking  stone. 

(4).  (By  whom)  the  light,  (that  is)  in  the  three  worlds,  is  known  in  the  three  worlds  : 

(By  him)  a  return  (to  himself)  is  made,  (his)  house  is  brought  into  (his)  house. 

Who  day  and  night  perform  worship  with  deep  devotion  : 

To  their  feet  Nanak  clings. 

XIII. 
(1).  By  the  true  instruction  of  the  Guru  dispute  is  removed. 
By  much  cunning  dust  sticks  (to  one). 

The  filth  that  sticks  (to  one),  is  done  away  by  the  true  name. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  continues  in  devout  devotion. 


(My)  prayer  is  present  before  the  Lord. 

Pain  and  pleasure  are  with  the  true  creator,  the  Lord. 

1  The  Hindu  Triad,  Brahma,  Vishnu,  Shiva. 

2  These  words  are  utterly  confused  ;  we  can  only  guess  what  they  mean.  The  JTRT.  the  sound  or  pro 
clamation,  seems  to  hint  at  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  as  gathered  from  the  following  line.  The  ftfe,  th< 
drop,  is  the  Supreme,  from  whom  all  emanates  as  from  a  drop. 
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(2).  Who  practises  falsehood,  he  comes  and  goes. 

By  saying  and  telling  no  advantage  is  obtained. 

What  is  seen,  if  one  gets  no  understanding  ? 

Without  the  name  no  satiety  enters  the  mind. 

(3).  Who  are  born,  they  are  subject  to  sickness. 

They  are  afflicted  by  the  pain  of  egotism  and  the  Maya. 

Those  people  are  preserved,  who  are  kept  by  the  Lord. 

By  serving  the  true  Guru  they  drink  nectar-juice. 

(4).  Who  checks  his  wandering  mind,  he  tastes  nectar. 

By  serving  the  true  Guru  he  utters  the  nectar- word  (=  the  name). 

By  the  true  word  he  gets  emancipation  and  salvation. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  removes  from  within  his  own  self. 

XIV. 

(1).  What  is  done  by  him,  that  becomes  true  (real). 

The  nectar-name  is  given  by  the  true  Guru. 

(In  whose)  heart  is  the  name,  (in  his)  mind  there  is  no  disappointment. 

He  keeps  day  by  day  communion  with  the  beloved. 


0  Hari,  keep  (me)  in  thy  asylum  ! 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  juice  of  Hari  is  obtained,  the  blessing  and  the  nine  treasures  of  the 
name  are  obtained. 

(2).  (Whose)  actions  (are)  true  (and  who  has)  the  true  name : 

To  him  I  am  always  a  sacrifice. 

Who  are  steeped  in  Hari,  those  people  are  excellent. 

Their  society  is  the  highest  treasure. 

(3).  Blessed  is  the  woman,  who  has  got  Hari  for  her  husband. 

Being  in  love  with  Hari  she  reflects  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

She  herself  crosses  and  brings  her  companions  and  family  across. 

Serving  the  true  Guru  she  reflects  on  truth. 

(4).  Our  caste  and  fellowship  are  the  true  name. 

Works,  continence,  truth,  love. 

(To  whom)  he  gives,  (says)  Nanak,  (from  him)  no  account  is  taken. 

He  alone  effaces  duality.1 

XV. 
(1).  Some  come,  some  go,  having  come. 
Some,  who  are  attached  to  Hari,  remain  absorbed  (in  him). 
Some  find  no  place  on  earth  (and  in)  the  sky. 
They  are  disregardful  of  (religious)  actions,  who  do  not  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari. 


From  the  perfect  Guru  the  knowledge  of  salvation  is  obtained. 

This  world  is  like  poison;  Hari  ferries  across  the  great  water  of  existence  by  means  of  the  word 
of  the  Guru. 

(2).  Whom  the  Lord  himself  unites  (with  himself) : 
Them  death  cannot  push  on. 

1  This  last  line  is  missing  in  MS.  No.  2484. 
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The  beloved  disciples  remain  pure, 

Like  the  lotuses  on  the  water  (remain)  aloof  (from  the  water). 

(3).  Say,  who  shall  be  called  bad  (or)  good  ? 

Brahm  is  seen  (in  all),  by  the  disciple  the  True  one  is  obtained. 

(Who)  relates  the  inexpressible  one  (and)  reflects  on  the  instruction  of  the  Guru : 

He  joining  the  society  of  the  Guru  gains  the  other  side. 

(4).  The  Shastras,  Vedas  and  Smritis  of  many  kinds  (he  has  read) ; 

Bathing  (at)  the  sixty-eight  (Tirthas  he  has  made),  (in  whose)  heart  the  love  of  Hari  is.1 

The  disciple  is  spotless,  no  filth  sticks  (to  him). 

Nanak  (says) :  in  (whose)  heart  the  name  is,  their  lot  is  great. 

XVI. 

(1).  Bowing  and  bowing  I  cling  to  the  foot  of  my  Guru,  the  Supreme  was  seen  (by  me). 

"Who  is  reflecting,  in  (his)  heart  Hari  is  contained,  having  seen  (him)  in  (his)  heart,  he  reflects  (on  him). 

Pause. 

Say  :  Bam  brings  about  salvation. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  Hari,  the  gem,  is  obtained,  ignorance  is  effaced,  light  is  produced. 

(2).  The  woman  sports,  (her)  fetters  do  not  break,  in  (her)  heart  are  egotism  and  error,  (which)  do 
not  depart. 

(If)  she  meet  with  the  true  Guru,  then  egotism  is  broken,  then  she  may  fall  into  some  account.2 

(3).  The  name  of  Hari  is  very  dear  to  (his)  devotees,  they  keep  the  ocean  of  happiness  in  (their)  breast. 

The  life  of  the  world,  the  donor,  is  compassionate  to  (his)  devotees,  Hari  saves  (them)  by  means  of 
the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

(4).  (Who)  fights  with  (his)  mind,  he  obtains  the  Lord,  (his)  desire  is  absorbed  in  the  mind. 

Nanak  (says)  :  (if)  the  world-soul  bestows  mercy  (on  him),  it  bestows  devout  devotion  (on  the 
Supreme)  with  natural  ease. 

XVII. 

(1).  To  whom  does  he  tell  it,  whom  does  he  let  hear  (it),  whom  does  he  let  know  (it),  (that)  he 
may  understand  (it)  ? 

Whom  does  he  make  read  (it),  (that),  reading  and  pondering,  he  may  comprehend  (it)  (and)  remain 
delighted  with  the  word  of  the  true  Guru  ? 


Such  a  one  delights  (in)  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  (in  his)  body. 

Worship  Hari,  0  my  mind,  the  deep  and  profound  one  ! 

(2).  Who  are  devoted  in  love  to  Hari,  the  endless  wave  : 

(They  are)  daily  pure,  the  excellences  of  Hari  (are)  with  (them). 

Useless  is  the  birth  (life)  of  the  Sakat  in  the  world. 

The  devotee  of  Bam  remains  aloof  (from  him). 

(3).  Bure  is  the  body  (of  him,  by  whom)  the  excellences  of  Hari  are  sung. 

Having  known  himself,  he  continues  in  devout  meditation. 

Being  in  love  with  the  primeval,  boundless,  infinite  diamond, 

The  ruby,  my  mind,  has  become  sedate. 

(4).  Who  recite,  recite  the  legends  (of  the  gods),  they  have  died. 

That  Lord  is  not  far  off,  thou  art  the  Lord. 

1  These  lines  are  so  confused,  that  they  can  only  be  translated  by  conjecture.    %^  is  likely  =  fjf^,  heart. 

2  \fT2l'  =  V%  >  f°r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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I  saw,  that  the  whole  word  is  overshadowed  by  the  Maya. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  name  is  meditated  upon . 

*  XVIII. 

(1).  Some  one  is  a  beggar  (and)  eats  alms. 

Another  is  engaged  in  sensual  pleasures. 

Some  one  has  honour,  another  dishonour. 

Having  pulled  down  (some  one)  raises  (a  building),  (another)  continues  in  meditation. 

No  one  is  greater  than  thou. 

•Whom  shall  I  point  out,  that  is  good  ? 

Pause. 
Thy  name  is  my  support. 

Thou,  the  maker  and  creator,  (art)  bountiful. 

(2).  I  do  not  get  (the  right)  road,  I  go  winding  about. 

(I  do  not  get)  a  place  for  sitting  down  at  the  threshold. 

(I  am)  blind  in  mind,  a  prisoner  of  the  Maya. 

(My)  body  is  continually  wasted  and  consumed. 

I  am  very  desirous  of  eating  and  living. 

In  thy  account  (is  every)  breath  (and)  morsel  (I  take). 

(3).  Give  a  lamp  to  him,  who  is  blind  by  day  and  night ! 

Sinking  in  the  water  of  existence  he  is  in  anxiety. 

Who  tells,  hears  and  minds  the  name  : 

To  him  I  make  myself  a  sacrifice. 

Nanak  utters  this  one  petition  ( =  word)  : 

Soul  and  body  is  all  with  thee. 

(4).  When  thou  givest  (it),  then  I  mutter  thy  name, 

(By  which)  a  place  for  sitting  at  (thy)  threshold  is  obtained. 

When  it  pleases  thee,  then  folly  departs. 

The  gem  of  divine  knowledge  comes  and  dwells  in  the  mind. 

(If)  thou  bestowest  (on  one)  a  favourable  glance,  then  the  Guru  is  met  with. 

Nanak  says :  he  crosses  the  water  of  existence. 

Panepade. 

XIX. 

(1).  A  cow  without  milk,  a  bird  without  wings,  sprouts  without  water,  are  useless. 

What  is  a  Sultan,  to  whom  no  reverence  is  paid  ?  dark  is  the  chamber,  (in  which)  thy  name  is  not. 


Art  thou  forgotten,  when  much  pain  sets  in  ? 

When  pain  sets  in,  thou  art  not  forgotten. 

(2).  Blind  in  the  eyes,  no  taste  on  the  tongue,  the  wind  not  being  heard  in  the  ears, 

He  walks  on  foot  being  led  on,1  (this  is)  the  fruit,  that  (man)  gets  without  serving  (God). 

(3).  The  words  (of  the  Guru)  are  the  trees ;  (if  one)  sprinkle  love  (on)  the  good  soil  (of)  the  garden  : 

All  (trees)  bear  fruit ;  how  will  one  obtain  the  one  name  without  works  ? 

(4).  As  many  creatures  as  there  are,  they  are  all  thine,  without  service  (to  thee)  no  one  obtains  a  reward. 

Pain  and  pleasure  (are  distributed  according)  to  thy  decree,  without  the  name  life  does  not  remain. 

(5).  One  must  die  in  one's  mind,  what  is  living  longer  ?  when  I  live,  I  am  not  absorbed  in  contemplation . 

Nanak  says :  thou  vivifiest  the  creatures ;  whom  thou  likest,  him  thou  keepest. 

1  'Mtidl ,  Sansk.  JTO"3?>  carried,  led  on. 
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XX. 

(1).  (My)  body  is  Brahma,  the  mind  (my)  Dhoti. 

Divine  knowledge  the  sacred  cord,  meditation  the  leaves  of  Kusa-grass. 

Hari  I  praise,  I  ask  for  the  praise  of  the  name. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  am  absorbed  in  Brahm. 

Pause. 
0  Pandit,  such  is  (true)  reflection  on  Brahm. 

By  the  name  (one  becomes)  pure,  by  the  name  learned,  by  the  name  clever  conduct  (is  acquired). 
(2).  Outwardly  (keep)  the  sacred  cord,  as  long  as  there  is  light  with  (thee). 
The  (right)  Dhoti  and  Tika  is,  (if)  thou  remember  the  name. 
Here  and  there  it  will  go  with  (thee). 
Do  not  seek  other  works  besides  the  name  ! 
(3).  Burn  the  worship  and  love  of  the  Maya  ! 
Look  at  the  One,  do  not  seek  for  another  ! 
He  knows  the  truth  in  the  tenth  gate  of  the  head  : 
Who  utters  Hari  at  the  tip  of  his  tongue,  reflecting  (on  him). 
(4).  Love  of  enjoyment,  error  and  fear  flee. 
(If)  the  watchman  watch,  the  thief  does  not  set  on. 

The  (right)  religious  mark  on  the  forehead  (is,  if  one)  know  the  One  Lord. 
Discrimination  (is,  if  one)  understand,  that  Brahm  is  within  (himself). 
(5).  By  religious  practices  he  cannot  be  overcome. 
Who  practises  reading,  does  not  get  an  estimate  (of  him). 
By  the  eighteen  (Puranas)  and  the  four  (Vedas)  (his)  secret  is  not  obtained. 
Nanak  (says) :  by  the  true  Guru  Brahm  is  pointed  out. 

XXI. 

(1).  (Who)  is  (his)  servant  and  slave,  that  man  is  a  devotee. 
(Who)  becomes  a  disciple,  he  is  the  slave  of  the  Lord. 
By  whom  (creation)  is  made,  by  him  it  is  again  destroyed. 
Without  him  there  is  no  other. 


Reflect  on  the  true  name  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru ! 

The  disciples  are  true  at  the  true  court. 

(2).  A  true  petition,  a  true  prayer 

The  Lord  hears  in  (his)  palace,  praise  be  (to  him)  ! 

(Whom)  he  calls  to  the  true  throne : 

(To  him)  he  gives  greatness;  what  he  does,  that  takes  place. 

(3).  Thine  is  the  power,  thou  art  the  tribunal. 

The  word  of  the  Guru  is  the  true  sign  (for  guidance). 

Who  minds  (his)  order  becomes  manifest. 

Under  the  true  sign  (or  flag)  he  is  not  repulsed. 

(4).  The  Pandit  reads  and  expounds  the  Yeda. 

He  does  not  know  the  secret  of  the  thing  within. 

Without  the  Guru  right  knowledge  and  understanding  are  not  obtained. 

(He  is)  true,  (in  whom)  (hat  Lord  is  contained. 

(5).  What  shall  I  say  and  sing  (thy)  praises  ? 

Thou  thyself  knowest  (it),  assuming  the  forms  of  all. 
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Nanak  (says) :  there  is  One  gate  and  royal  hall. 
The  true  disciple  is  living  there. 

•  XXII. 

(1).  Like  a  raw  jug  the  ailing  body  is  produced  and  destroyed  and  suffers  pain. 
How  shall  this  world,  the  ocean,  which  is  hard  to  cross,  be  crossed  ?  without  Hari,  the  Guru,  I  do 
not  get  across. 


■Without  thee  there  is  no  other,  0  my  beloved,  without  thee  there  is  no  other,  0  Hari ! 

In  all  colours  and  forms  art  thou ;  on  whom  thou  bestowest  a  glance  of  favour,  him  thou  pardonest. 

(2).  (My)  mother-in-law  is  wicked,  she  does  not  let  me  dwell  in  the  house,  the  wicked  one  does  not 
let  me  meet  with  (my)  beloved. 

I  embrace  the  feet  of  (my)  companion  and  friend,  Hari,  the  Guru,  bestowed  a  glance  of  favour  (on 
me)  out  of  mercy. 

(3).  Reflecting  on  myself  and  subduing  (my)  mind  I  saw,  that  there  is  no  other  friend  like  thee. 

As  thou  keepest  (one),  so  he  remains,  the  pain  and  pleasure,  thou  givest,  that  accrues  (to  him). 

(4).  Hope  and  desire,  both  are  ruining  (me),  (by)  the  three  qualities  I  have  been  made  despondent. 

The  fourth  state '  is  obtained  by  the  disciple,  (who)  has  got  the  protection  of  the  assembly  of  the  saints. 

(5).  (He  has)  all  divine  knowledge  and  meditation,  all  mutterings  and  austerities,  (in)  whose  heart 
Hari,  the  inapprehensible  and  indivisible  one,  is. 

Nanak  (says) :  (whose)  mind  is  attached  to  the  name,  he  gets  easily  by  means  of  the  instruction  of 
the  Guru  the  service  (of  Hari). 

Pancpade. 
XXIII. 

(1).  Affection  for  (thy)  family,  affection  for  all  works. 
Give  up  affection !  all  (this)  is  useless. 


Give  up  affection  and  (consequent)  error,  0  brother ! 

In  (whose)  heart  the  true  name  is,  he  delights  (in  his)  body. 

(2).  Who  has  obtained  the  nine  treasures  of  the  name : 

That  mother  is  not  distressed,  if  (her)  son  weeps. 

(3).  In  this  spiritual  blindness  the  world  is  drowned. 

Some  (rare)  disciple  gets  across. 

(4).  In  this  spiritual  blindness  one  falls  again  into  the  womb. 

Who  clings  to  spiritual  blindness  goes  to  the  city  of  Yam  a. 

(5).  (Who)  takes  the  initiation  of  the  Guru,  practises  muttering  and  austerities. 

(Who)  breaks  away  from  the  name,  does  not  become  acceptable. 

(6).  (When)  he  bestows  a  glance  of  favour  (on  any  one),  then  this  spiritual  blindness  departs. 

Nanak  remains  absorbed  with  Hari. 

XXIV. 

(1).  The  True,  inapprehensible,  boundless  one  does  himself  (everything). 
I  am  a  sinner,  thou  art  the  pardoner. 

Pause. 
All  that  pleases  thee,  is  done. 

What  is  done  out  of  obstinacy  of  mind,  that  thou  destroyest  at  the  end. 

1  3H^»H  l<c^MI>  *•/•  tne  fourth  state,  that  of  abstraction  from  without  and  absorption  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  one's  own  spirit  (as  identical  with  the  Supreme). 


504  RAG  ASA ;   MAH.  I.,  SABD  XXV.— XXVII. 

(2).  The  mind  of  the  self-willed  one  is  sunk  in  falsehood. 

Without  remembering  Hari  it  is  distressed  by  sin. 

(3).  Having  given  up  folly  acquire  some  profit ! 

What  is  produced,  that  (is  produced)  from  the  inapprehensible,  indivisible  one. 

(4).  Such  is  our  companion  and  helper. 

Hari  the  Guru  is  obtained,  (our)  devotion  is  strengthened. 

(5).  The  whole  (world)  is  sleeping  and  suffers  loss. 

To  the  mind  of  Nanak  the  name  of  Ram  is  pleasing. 

XXV. 

(1).  (When  one)  is  meditating  on  science,  then  he  is  rendering  services  to  others. 
When  he  is  subduing  the  five  (senses),  then  he  is  dwelling  at  a  Tirtha. 


The  toe-bells  sound,  if  (my)  mind  be  applied  (to  devotion). 

Then  what  will  Tama  do  to  me  further  on  ( =  in  the  other  world)  ? 

(2).  When  one  has  laid  aside  (all)  hope,  then  he  is  a  Sanyasl. 

When  one  is  given  to  chastity,  then  he  is  enjoying  his  body. 

(3).  Who  is  reflecting  on  kindness,  is  naked-bodied. 

He  dies  himself  and  does  not  kill  others. 

(4).  Thou  art  One,  (but)  hast  many  other  garbs. 

Nanak  does  not  know  thy  marvels. 

XXVI. 

(1).  I  am  defiled,  not  (having  practised)  one  (virtue) ;  practising  virtues  I  will  wash  away  (my  filth). 
My  bridegroom  wakes,  I  sleep  the  whole  night  long. 


How  shall  I  thus  become  dear  to  my  husband  ? 

My  bridegroom  wakes,  I  sleep  the  whole  night  long. 

(2).  Longing  (for  him)  I  come  to  the  bed, 

(That)  in  future  I  please  (my)  bridegroom,  why  should  I  not  please  (him)  ? 


What  do  I  know,  what  will  happen,  0  mother  ! 
Without  the  sight  of  Hari  I  cannot  live. 
(3).  I  have  not  tasted  love,  my  thirst  is  not  quenched. 
That  youth  is  gone  and  the  woman  repents. 


Till  now  I  wake  in  expectation  and  desire. 

I  have  become  dejected,  I  remain  hopeless. 

(4).  (If)  she  adorn  herself  by  doing  away  egotism  : 

Then  the  woman  sports  with  her  husband  on  the  bed. 

Pause. 
Then,  (says)  Nanak,  she  will  please  the  mind  of  her  husband. 
Having  given  up  greatness  she  will  be  absorbed  in  her  husband. 

XXVII. 

(1).  In  her  father's  house  the  woman  (is)  very  ignorant. 
I  had  no  knowledge  of  that  bridegroom. 
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My  bridegroom  is  One,  there  is  no  other. 

If  he  bestow  a  favourable  look,  then  union  is  brought  about. 

(2).  In  her  father-in-law's  house^he  True  one  is  known  by  the  woman. 

"With  natural  ease  her  beloved  is  recognized  (by  her). 

(3).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  such  wisdom  is  obtained. 

Then  the  woman  is  pleasing  to  the  mind  of  her  husband. 

(4).  Nanak  says  :  if  she  adorns  herself  with  fear  and  love  : 

Then  she  always  sports  with  her  husband  on  the  bed. 

XXVIII. 
(1).  There  is  not  any  one's  son  nor  any  one's  mother. 
By  false  affection  and  error  (the  world)  is  misled. 

Pause. 

0  my  Lord,  I  am  thy  creature. 

When  thou  givest  it  (to  me),  then  I  mutter  thy  name. 

(2).  One  may  weep  (on  account  of)  many  vices. 

When  it  pleases  him,  he  pardons  (him). 

(3).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  foolishness  is  done  away. 

Where  I  see,  there  is  that  One. 

(4).  Nanak  says :  if  one  gets  such  an  understanding  : 

Then  he  is  absorbed  in  the  perfectly  True  one. 

Dupade. 
XXIX. 

(1).  In  that  pond  his  dwellings  are  made,  (by  whom)  water  and  fire  are  produced. 

1  am  fascinated  by  the  lotus,1  (but)  the  foot  does  not  go  there. 
I  saw,  that  (people)  were  drowned  in  it. 


0  foolish  mind,  why  dost  thou  not  think  of  the  One  ? 

By  forgetting  Hari  thy  virtues  are  consumed. 

(2).  I  am  not  chaste  nor  learned,  foolish  and  stupid  I  was  born. 

Kanak  says :  (I  flee)  to  the  asylum  of  those,  by  whom  thou  art  not  forgotten. 

XXX. 

(1).  There  are  six  houses,  six  Gurus,  six  (methods  of)  instruction.2 
The  Guru  of  the  Gurus  is  One,  the  garbs  many. 

Pause. 
In  which  house  the  creator  is  praised  : 
That  house  hold  fast,  greatness  (will  accrue)  to  thee. 

(2).  Of  seconds,  minutes,  gharls,  watches,  (lunar)  days,  week-days,  a  month  is  made  up. 
The  sun  is  One,  the  seasons  many. 
Nanak  says :  how  many  are  the  garbs  of  the  creator ! 

The  literal  translation  is  :  (there  is)  fascination  of  the  lotus  =  I  am  fascinated,  attracted  by  it.     The 
explanation  of  this  passage,  as  given  on  p.  18  (III.),  is  different,  though  grammatically  correct.     The  sense  is 
apparently:  the  Supreme  dwells  in  a  place  (pond),  where  the  foot  of  man  cannot  go:  he  is  *H<JTH  mjjxjj. 
2  The  six  Darshanas  or  philosophical  systems. 
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Om  !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

ASA;    GHARIIL;    MAH  ALA  I. 

I.     XXXI. 

(1).  (Thou  mayst  have)  Lakhs  of  armies,  Lakhs  of  musical  instruments  and  spears,  Lakhs  may  rise 
and  make  salutation  (to  thee). 

Thou  mayst  have  a  sway  over  Lakhs,  Lakhs  may  rise  and  pay  (thee)  reverence. 
When  thou  dost  not  come  into  account  before  the  Lord,  all  (thy)  works  are  fruitless. 


"Without  the  name  of  Hari  the  world  is  but  labour. 

If  the  foolish  (world)  be  ever  so  much  admonished,  yet  it  remains  totally  blind. 

(2).  Lakhs  may  be  acquired,  Lakhs  collected,  Lakhs  may  be  eaten,  Lakhs  may  come  and  go. 

When  thou  dost  not  come  into  account  before  the  Lord,  where  will  (thy)  soul  wander  about  ? 

(3).  Lakhs  of  Shastras  they  may  teach,  Lakhs  of  Puranas  the  Pandits  may  read. 

When  they  do  not  come  into  account  before  the  Lord,  they  are  all  rejected. 

(4).  From  the  true  name  honour  is  produced,  the  name  of  the  creator  (is  obtained)  by  destiny. 

In  (whose)  heart  it  dwells  day  and  night,  he  by  his  favourable  look  (gets)  across,  (says)  Nanak. 

II.     XXXII. 

(1).  My  lamp  is  the  One  name,  pain  is  thrown  into  it  as  oil. 

By  that  light  that  (pain)  is  soaked  up,  falling  in  with  Tama  has  ceased. 

Pause. 

0  people,  may  not  any  one  fall  into  wrangling ! 

Having  collected  a  Lakh  of  reels  of  cotton  one  little  bit  sets  fire  to  it. 

(2).  My  platter  with  the  oblation  (to  the  deceased  ancestors)  is  Keshava,  my  funeral  obsequies, 
(I  perform),  the  true  name  of  the  creator. 

Here  and  there,  in  future  and  past  (time),  this  is  my  support. 

(3).  He  bathes  in  the  Ganga  at  Benares,  (who)  praises  thee,  0  Supreme  Spirit ! 

True  bathing  is  then  made,  when  day  and  night  love  towards  thee  is  entertained. 

(4).  Some  are  dwelling  in  heaven,  some  under  the  earth ; '  the  Brahman  having  twisted  the  rice- 
ball  eats  it.2 

Nanak  (says) :  the  rioe-ball  of  pardon  is  never  exhausted. 

ASA  ;    GHAE  IY. ;    MAHALA  I. 
Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 
I.     XXXIII. 
(1).  For  the  sake  of  visiting  idols  pain  and  hunger  are  undergone  at  a  Tirtha. 
The  Jog!  and  ascetic  are  continuing  in  their  practice,  having  put  on  reddish-yellow  garbs  they 

wander  about. 

Pause. 

On  thy  account,  0  Lord,  they  are  imbued  with  love. 

Thy  names  are  many,  thy  forms  endless,  it  cannot  be  told,  how  many  thy  qualities  are. 

1  W?^  («^tf^i*0  dwelling  in  heaven  ;  SrfHGTijY  >s  the  Sansk.  ^Jn^^,  dwelling  in  or  under  the  earth; 
both  adjectives  refer  to  the  manes  of  the  deceased  ancestors. 

1  After  having  offered  it  to  the  manes  ;  usually  these  rice-balls  are  left  on  the  ground. 
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(2).  Having  forsaken  house,  palace,  elephants,  horses,  they  went  to  a  foreign  country. 

The  Plrs,  prophets,  devotees  and  sincere  ones  gave  up  the  world  and  became  acceptable. 

(3).  Eelishes,  tranquillity,  comfort  and  pleasure  were  given  up  (by  them),  laying  aside  their  clothes 
they  put  on  skins. 

In  pain  and  suffering  (they  stand)  at  thy  gate,  being  in  love  with  thy  name  they  became  Darvishes. 

(4).  A  skin,  an  earthen  cup,  a  staff,  a  little  wallet  (is  taken),  a  tuft  of  hair,  a  (sacred  string),  a 
Dhoti  is  made  (by  me) : 

Thou  art  the  Lord,  I  am  thy  mimic  ;  Nanak  says :  of  what  kind  is  (my)  caste  ? 

ASA;    GHAK  V.;   MAHALA  I. 

Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     XXXIV. 

(1).  Within  (my)  mind  dwell  the  five  (passions)  concealed. 

They  do  not  remain  steady,  they  wander  about  like  those  who  are  indifferent  (to  the  world). 

Pause. 
My  mind  does  not  remain  steady  with  the  merciful  one. 

Being  greedy,  deceitful,  sinful,  hypocritical,  it  clings  excessively  to  the  Maya. 
(2).  A  wreath  of  flowers  I  will  put  as  necklace  on  my  neck. 
"When  (my)  beloved  will  be  met  with,  then  I  will  adorn  myself. 
(3).  We  are  five  companions,1  (who  have)  One  husband. 
The  tree  is  transplanted,2  life  is  going. 
(4).  We  five  companions  having  met,  weep. 
The  breath  is  separated,  and  we  give  account,  says  Nanak. 

ASA;    GHARVI. ;    MAHALA  I. 

Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     XXXV. 

(1).  If  the  mind  be  the  pearls  and  jewels,  if  the  breath  be  the  stringholder ; 

If  the  woman  put  on  her  body  the  decoration  of  patience,  then,  being  dear  to  (her)  beloved,  she 
enjoys  him. 


By  the  very  excellent  sweetheart  the  woman  is  fascinated. 

Thy  excellences  are  not  in  others. 

(2).  (If)  Bhe  make  Hari,  Hari  (her)  necklace  and  put  it  (on  her)  breast,  (if)  she  take  Damodar  (as 
her)  tooth-powder. 

■    (If)  she  make  the  creator  her  wrist- ornament  and  put  it  on,  (if)  she  apply  (her)  thoughts  in  this  wise. 

(3).  (If)  she  put  on  Madhu-sudana  (the  subduer  of  Madhu)  as  her  finger-ring,  if  she  take  the  Lord 
as  her  cloth. 

(If)  she  patch  patience  (on  her  forehead)  as  her  Dhari,3  (if)  she  apply  the  husband  of  Lakshmi  as 
collyrium  (to  her  eyes). 

1  The  five  companions  are  the  five  senses. 

2  Vfffj  s.f.  a  tree  especially  for  transplantation.     The  death  of  man  is  compared  to  the  transplantation 
of  a  tree. 

3  tr=ft  is  in  the  Panjab  a  line  of  red  lead  painted  on  the  forehead. 
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(4).  (If)  she  light  a  lamp  in  the  mansion  of  her  mind  and  make  her  body  the  bed : 
Then  he  enjoys  her,  says  Nanak,  when  the  King  of  divine  knowledge  come3  to  (her)  bed. 

II.     XXXVI. 

(1).  What  is  created,  that  does  what  it  is  caused  to  do ;  what  can  be  said  to  it,  0  brother  ? 
What  must  be  done,  that  it  does ;  what  cleverness  has  the  creature  ? 

Pause. 
Thy  order  is  good ;  who  pleases  thee  : 

To  him  accrues  greatness,  (says)  Nanak,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  true  name. 
(2).  The  destiny  is  fixed,  the  order  is  written,  no  order  is  again  given. 
As  it  is  written,  so  it  falls,  no  one  can  efface  it. 

(3).  If  one  talk  much  at  the  threshold,  he  gets  the  name  of  a  low  person. 
The  chess-figure,  that  is  not  well  arranged  in  the  chess-play,  is  beaten. 
(4).  No  one  is  read,  learned,  wise,  no  one  foolish  and  bad. 
Within  which  servants  he  causes  (his)  praise  to  be  made,  they  are  called  servants. 

III.     XXXVII. 

(1).  (If)  the  word  of  the  Guru  is  in  (my)  mind,  (if)  I  wear  patience  as  ear-ring  and  patched  quilt. 
(If)  I  consider  as  good,  whatever  he  (God)  does,  I  get  easily  the  treasure  of  the  Toga. 

Pause. 
(Whose)  soul  is  continually  intent  (on  the  Supreme),  0  brother,  he  is  a  Jogi. 
(Who)  is  intent  on  the  most  excellent  essence  (=the  Supreme) : 

He  obtains  the  nectar-name  of  the  Supreme,  he  is  enjoying  this  relish  of  divine  knowledge. 
(2).  I  sit  in  a  sitting  posture  at  Benares,1  (if)  I  give  up  designs  and  disputes. 

(My)  horn  is  the  word  of  the  Guru,  its  sound  is  always  beautiful,  day  and  night  it  produces  a 
(continuing)  sound. 

(3).  (My)  bowl  is  reflection  (on)  divine  knowledge,  intelligence  (my)  staff,  what  is  existing  (my) 


The  praise  of  Hari  my  prayer,  (living  as)  a  disciple  my  ascetic  life.3 
(4).  In  all  is  the  (divine)  light;  our  appellation  is  of  various  and  many  kinds. 
Nanak  says :  hear,  0  Bharthari,4  (he  is)  a  Jogi,  (whose)  thoughts  are  continually  directed  on  the 
Supreme  Brahm. 

IV.     XXXVIII. 

(1).  Make  divine  knowledge  the  molasses,  meditation  the  flowers  of  the  Dhava-tree,  good  actions 
the  bark  of  the  Kikar-tree  and  put  (them  into  it)  ! 

The  world  the  distilling  pot,  love  the  plastering  !  from  this  juice  nectar  is  caused  to  ooze  out. 


0  brother,  (who)  is  drunk  in  (his)  mind  (and)  drinks  the  juice  of  the  name,  he  is  easily  absorbed 
in  love. 

1  f*^AJ|d^>  the  city  of  Shiva  =  Benares. 

2  ftlSif^T.  ashes  rubbed  on  the  body  by  devotees.     The  sense  is :  whatever  exists,  I  consider  as  ashes. 

3  3T3ijftf  VW  JWSnSf)  literally:  (my)  ascetic  way  of  life  is  facing  the  Guru. 

4  Bharthari  is  the  name  of  a  Jogi,  with  whom  Nanak  is  said  to  have  had  a  discussion.     (See  Janam- 
Sakhi,  Lahore  edition,  Sakhi  44.) 
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Day  and  night  devout  meditation  (with)  love  is  made  (and)  entertained,  the  unbeaten  sound  is  laid 
hold  of  (by  him). 

(2).  A  full  and  true  cup  he  makes  easily  drink  him,  on  whom  he  bestows  a  glance. 

"Who  is  a  dealer  in  nectar,  what  should  he  entertain  love  for  mean  liquor  ? 

(3).  The  discourse  of  the  Guru  is  a  nectar-speech,  who  drinks  it  becomes  acceptable. 

(Who  is)  very  fond  of  the  sight  of  the  gate  (of  God),  he  becomes  emancipated,  what  shall  he  do 
in  paradise  ? 

(4).  Who  is  fond  of  (his)  praises,  is  always  indifferent  to, the  world,  he  does  not  lose  his  life  in 
gambling. 

Nanak  says :  hear,  0  Bharthari !  the  Jog!  is  intoxicated  by  a  stream  of  nectar  ! 

V.     XXXIX. 

(1).  Khorasan  rendered  assistance  (and)  Hindustan  was  frightened.1 

I  myself  do  not  blame  (thee),  0  creator,  who  hast  made  the  Mugal  the  angel  of  death  and  raised  him. 

Such  a  great  slaughter  took  place,  no  compassion  was  shown  to  the  weeping  ones. 

Pause. 
0  creator,  thou  art  the  same  to  all. 

If  the  powerful  one  kills  the  powerful,  no  anger  arises  in  (my)  mind. 

(2).  If  the  powerful  lion  falls  on  a  herd  of  cattle  and  kills  (them),  this  is  the  bravery  of  the  Lord. 
Having  spoiled  the  jewel  they  were  destroyed  ;  no  one  takes  any  notice  of  dead  dogs. 
Thou  thyself  joinest  and  separatest,  thou  thyself  seest  thy  own  greatness. 
(3).  If  one  assumes  a  great  name  and  enjoys  (all)  pleasures,  he  likes  in  (his)  mind : 
— A  worm  comes  into  the  sight  of  the  Lord  (and)  as  many2  as  pick  up  grains — 
He  having  died  repeatedly  lives  (=is  born  again) ;  then  he  will  get  something,  (says)  Nanak,  (if) 
he  praise  the  name. 
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Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     XL. 

(1).  The  very  fortunate  one  obtains  a  sight3  of  Hari 

By  true  love  to  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

Six  (philosophical)  systems  are  current. 

(But)  the  system  of  the  Guru  is  profound  and  boundless. 


By  the  system  of  the  Guru  emancipation  and  salvation  are  brought  about. 
That  True  one  himself  dwells  in  the  mind  (of  the  disciple). 
(2).  By  the  doctrine i  of  the  Guru  the  world  is  saved, 
If  one  bestow  affectionate  love  (on  it). 

1  This  refers  to  the  sack  and  destruction  of  Sayyid-pur  by  Babar. 

2  Supply:  birds. 

3  "idH^t)  sight,  is  here  =  knowledge,  clear  insight. 

4  ■id^A  might  here  also  be  translated  by :  "  sight  of  the  Guru." 
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Affectionate  love  some  rare  one  bestows  (on  it). 

By  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  happiness  is  always  produced. 

(3).  In  the  doctrine  of  the  Guru  is  the  gate  of  salvation. 

(Who)  serves  the  true  Guru  is  the  support  of  (his)  family. 

Who  are  -without  the  Guru  get  by  no  means  salvation. 

Ruined  by  vice  they  are  struck  (at  the  gate  of  Tama). 

(4).  By  the  word  of  the  Guru  happiness  and  tranquillity  (are  produced)  in  the  bod'yi 

(Who  becomes)  a  disciple,  him  no  pain  touches. 

Yama,  the  death,  does  not  come  near  him. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  disciple  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

II.     XLI. 

(1).  (Who)  has  died  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  removes  from  within  his  own  self. 
(Who)  serves  the  true  Guru,  he  has  not  a  bit  of  covetousness. 
The  fearless  and  munificent  (Supreme  one)  is  always  in  (his)  mind. 
The  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  some  (rare)  one  obtains  by  destiny. 


Collect  (his)  excellences,1  vice  will  go  from  within  ! 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru  thou  wilt  be  absorbed. 

(2).  Who  is  discerning  (his)  excellences,  he  knows  his  excellences. 

He  praises  the  name  by  means  of  the  nectar- word  (of  the  Guru). 

By  the  true  word  he  becomes  pure. 

By  praise  the  name  is  obtained. 

(3).  (His)  inestimable  qualities  cannot  be  obtained. 

(Who)  is  pure  in  (his)  mind,  he  is  absorbed  (in  him)  by  means  of  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Those  are  very  fortunate,  by  whom  the  name  is  meditated  upon. 

He,  who  is  always  bestowing  favoure,  is  made  to  dwell  in  (their)  mind. 

(4).  Who  remember  (his)  excellences,  to  them  I  become  a  sacrifice. 

(Those  are)  true  at  the  true  gate,  (who)  sing  (his)  excellences. 

He  himself  gives  (them)  with  natural  ease. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  estimate  (of  them)  cannot  be  told. 

III.     XLII. 

(1).  In  the  true  Guru  is  a  great  dignity. 

Those,  who  have  been  separated  a  long  time  (from  Hari),  he  unites  to  union  (with  him). 
He  himself  {i.e.  Hari)  unites  (them,  whom  the  Guru)  unites  to  union  (with  him).8 
His  own  estimate  (only)  he  himself  reaches. 

Pause. 

In  which  wise  is  the  estimate  of  Hari  made  ? 

Hari  is  boundless,  unattainable,  inapprehensible,  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  some  man  falls 
in  (with  him). 

(2).  Some  (rare)  disciple  knows  his  estimate. 

By  (some)  rare  one  (his  estimate)  is  obtained  according  to  destiny. 

1  The  sense  is :  collect  them  in  thy  mind  =  remember  them. 

2  The  Guru  is  the  instrument  of  Hari,  through  whom  Hari  himself  is  bringing  about  union  with  himself. 
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High  is  (his)  word,  (he  himself)  is  high. 

Some  disciple  praises  (him)  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(3).  "Without  the  name  there  is  pain  and  ailment  in  the  body. 

When  the  true  Guru  is  met  with,  the  pain  recedes. 

"Without  meeting  with  the  Guru  he  suffers  pain. 

Much  punishment  is  inflicted  on  the  self-willed  one. 

(4).  The  name  of  Hari  is  sweet  and  very  tasteful. 

He  goes  on  drinking  it,  whom  he  lets  drink  it. 

By  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  he  gets  the  juice  of  Hari. 

Nanak  (says) :  those  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  obtain  salvation. 

IV.     XLIII. 

(1).  My  Lord  is  true,  deep  and  profound. 
Who  serves  him,  (in  his)  body  is  happiness  and  tranquillity. 
(Who)  are  naturally  attached  to  the  (word  of  the  Guru)  : 
To  their  feet  we  always  cling. 


Who  are  coloured  in  their  mind  by  applying  the  colour  of  Hari : 

Their  pain  of  birth  and  death  is  done  away,  they  naturally  come  together  at  the  threshold  of  Hari. 

(2).  Who  tastes  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  gets  true  relish. 

He  fixes  the  name  of  Hari  in  his  mind. 

Hari,  the  Lord,  is  always  omnipresent. 

He  himself  is  near,  he  himself  is  far  off. 

(3).  Every  one  tells  a  story  and  chatters  away. 

(On  whom)  he  himself  bestows  (it),  him  he  unites  (with  himself). 

By  telling  and  relating  (stories) '  he  cannot  be  obtained. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  comes  and  dwells  in  the  heart. 

(4).  The  disciples  clear  away  from  within  their  own  self. 

Being  steeped  in  the  colour  of  Hari  they  put  an  end  to  their  spiritual  blindness. 

Beflecting  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (they  are)  very  pure. 

!Nanak  (says) :  by  the  name  he  (Hari)  is  accomplishing  (them). 

V.     XLIV. 

(1).  Who  gives  himself  to  another  love  incurs  pain. 
Without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  life  is  wasted  to  no  purpose. 
Who  serves  the  true  Guru,  gets  true  knowledge. 
He  clings  by  no  means  to  another  love. 


Who  cling  to  the  root  (of  all  things),  those  people  are  acceptable. 

Day  by  day  they  mutter  the  name  of  Earn  (in  their)  heart,  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  they 
know  the  One  Hari. 

(2).  Who  clings  to  the  branch  (=  the  creature),  becomes  unfruitful. 

On  blind  works  a  blind  punishment  (is  inflicted). 

The  self-willed  one  is  blind  and  gets  no  place  (of  rest). 

Being  a  worm  of  ordure  he  is  consumed  in  ordure. 

1  This  refers  to  the  reading  of  the  Puranas. 
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(3).  By  the  service  of  the  Guru  (one)  obtains  always  happiness. 

Joining  the  society  of  the  pious  he  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(If),  praising  the  name,  he  reflect  (on  it) : 

He  is  himself  saved  and  becomes  the  saviour  of  his  family. 

(4).  The  -word  of  the  Guru  makes  (the  disciple)  dwell  in  the  name. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  obtains  the  palace  (and)  house  (of  Hari). 

By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  bathes  in  the  true  pond,  in  the  water  of  Hari. 

Foolishness,  filth  and  all  sins  are  removed. 

VI.     XLV. 

(1).  The  self-willed  one  dies  and  death  ruins  (him). 
By  second  love  he  kills  himself. 
By  continually  saying:  "mine,  mine  "  he  is  ruined. 
He  does  not  know  himself,  he  is  asleep  in  error. 

Pause. 

He  indeed  is  dead,  who  dies  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Praise  and  blame  are  shown  to  be  the  same  by  the  Guru ;    having  made  profit  in  this  world  by 
muttering  Hari,  he  departs. 

(2).  Who  is  destitute  of  the  name,  is  dissolved  in  the  womb. 

His  life  is  useless,  who  is  attached  to  duality. 

All  who  are  destitute  of  the  name,  burn  in  pain. 

By  the  true,  perfect  Guru  understanding  is  communicated. 

(3).  (Whose)  mind  is  unsteady,  he  gets  many  blows. 

Having  departed  hence  he  finds  no  place. 

(Becoming)  a  foetus  (in)  the  womb'  (he  gets)  a  dwelling  of  ordure. 

In  that  house  the  self-willed  one  makes  his  abode. 

(4).  I  become  always  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  true  Guru. 

The  disciple,  who  is  endowed  with  (divine)  light,  he  unites  with  the  light. 

His  (the  disciple's)  speech  is  pure,  he  dwells  in  his  own  house. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  destroys  egotism,  is  always  indifferent  (to  the  world). 

VII.     XLVI. 

(1).  The  slave,  (who)  has  laid  aside  his  own  caste  ; 

(Who)  has  offered  body  and  soul,  (is)  in  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru. 

(In  whose)  heart  the  name  is,  (his)  dignity  is  great. 

The  beloved  Lord  becomes  always  (his)  companion. 

Pause. 
That  slave  dies  whilst  living. 

He  considers,  both  grief  and  joy,  as  the  same,  and  is  saved  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  by  means 
of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(2).  The  doing  of  (religious)  works  is  commanded  throughout. 

(But)  without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  none  becomes  acceptable. 

By  offering  praises  (to  Hari)  (one)  makes  dwell  the  name  (in  oneself). 

(Hari)  himself  gives  it  without  any  delay. 

(3).  The  self-willed  world  is  led  astray  by  error. 

Without  capital  it  makes  a  false  traffic. 


EAG  ASA;  MAH.  III.,  SABD  VIII.  IX.  (XLVII.  XLVIII.)  513 

Without  capital  it  does  not  receive  wares. 
The  self-willed  one  is  going  astray  and  loses  his  life. 
(4).  Who  serves  the  true  Guru,  he  becomes  (his)  slave. 
He  becomes  the  highest  of  the  highest  caste  people. 
The  ladder  of  the  Guru  is  the  highest  of  all. 
Kanak  (says)  :  by  the  name  greatness  is  obtained. 

VIII.     XLVII. 

(1).  The  self-willed  (woman)  is  false  and  practises  falsehood. 
She  never  obtains  the  palace  of  the  Lord. 
Who  clings  to  another,  her  he  leads  astray.  * 
Being  bound  by  selfishness  she  comes  and  goes. 


Do  not  look  at  the  desire  and  decoration  of  the  ill-fated  woman ! 

(Who)  directs  (his)  mind  on  (his)  son,  wife,  wealth  (and)  the  Maya,  (in  him  is)  falsehood,  spiritual 
blindness,  deceit  (and)  vice. 

(2).  She  is  always  a  happy  married  woman,  who  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord. 

(Who)  makes  the  words  of  the  Guru  (her)  ornament : 

(Her)  bed  is  delightful,  day  by  day  she  enjoys  Hari. 

Meeting  with  her  beloved  she  always  obtains  happiness. 

(3).  She  is  a  true  happy  married  woman,  who  has  love  to  the  True  one. 

(Who)  always  keeps  her  beloved  in  her  breast : 

She  sees  (him)  near  her  and  always  in  (her)  presence. 

My  Lord  is  present  in  all. 

(4).  Caste  and  beauty  do  not  go  with  her  to  the  other  world. 

One  will  become  such,  as  are  the  works  he  practises. 

(Who)  becomes  the  highest  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru) : 

He  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one,  (says)  Nanak. 

IX.     XLVIII. 

(1).  A  man  who  is  naturally  given  to  devotion  : 
He  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one  by  true  fear  of  the  Guru. 
Without  the  perfect  Guru  devotion  cannot  be  made. 
The  self-willed  ones  weep  having  lost  their  honour. 


0  my  mind,  mutter  Hari  always  meditating  (on  him) ! 

Always,  day  and  night  joy  will  spring  up,  thou  wilt  get  the  fruit,  thou  desirest. 

(2).  Prom  the  perfect  Guru  he  obtains  the  Perfect  one. 

The  word  (of  the  Guru)  makes  dwell  the  true  name  in  (his)  heart. 

(His)  heart  becomes  pure,  he  bathes  in  the  pond  of  nectar. 

Being  always  pure  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(3).  Hari,  the  Lord,  he  sees  always  in  (his)  presence. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  (Hari)  remains  brimful  (in  him). 

Wherever  I  go,  there  I  see  him. 

Without  the  Guru  there  is  no  other  donor. 

(4).  The  Guru  is  the  ocean,  the  full  store-house. 

The  best  gems,  infinite  jewels  (are  in  it). 

65 
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Out  of  favour  the  Guru  is  giving  (them). 

The  liberal  donor  bestows  (them),  (says)  Nauak. 

X.     XLIX. 

(1).  The  Guru  is  the  ocean,  the  true  Guru  is  that  True  one. 

By  a  perfect  destiny  the  service  of  the  Guru  is  obtained. 

He  comprehends  (this),  whom  he  himself  makes  to  comprehend  (it). 

Out  of  favour  the  Guru  makes  him  do  service. 

Pause. 
By  the  gem  of  (divine)  knowledge  all  right  knowledge  is  effected. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  (the  disciple)  extinguishes  (his)  ignorance,  he  wakes  day  by  day  and 
sees  that  True  one. 

(2).  Spiritual  blindness  and  conceit  he  consumes  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

From  the  perfect  Guru  he  obtains  brightness  of  intellect. 

He  learns  by  the  word  of  the  Guru,  (that)  the  palace  (of  Hari)  is  within  (himself). 

Coming  and  going  are  stopped,  (he  becomes)  steady  and  is  absorbed  in  the  name. 

(3).  The  world  undergoes  regeneration  and  death. 

The  self-willed  one  is  thoughtless,  spiritual  blindness  and  darkness  are  contained  (in  him). 

He  slanders  others  and  practises  much  falsehood. 

Being  a  worm  of  ordure  he  is  absorbed  in  ordure. 

(4).  (Who)  joins  the  assembly  of  the  pious  gets  all  true  knowledge. 

The  word  of  the  Guru  renders  the  worship  of  Hari  firm. 

"Who  minds  (his)  order  gets  always  happiness. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

XL     L. 

JPancpade. 
(1).  Who  dies  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  has  always  joy. 
He  meets  with  the  true  Guru,  the  Guru  Govind. 
He  does  not  die  again  nor  come  after  having  gone. 
By  means  of  the  true  Guru  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 


For  whom  the  name  is  decreed  by  destiny  itself : 

They  always  meditate  day  by  day  on  the  name,  by  the  perfect  Guru  (their)  devotion  (is  rendered) 
excellent. 

(2).  "Whom  Hari  the  Lord  unites  (with  himself)  : 

Their  mysterious  procedure  cannot  be  told. 

By  the  perfect  true  Guru  greatness  is  given  them. 

(They  obtain)  the  highest  step,  they  are  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

(3).  "Whatever  he  does,  that  (he  does)  himself. 

In  one  Ghari  he  establishes  and  disestablishes. 

In  telling  a  story  and  reciting  it, 

Though  one  spend  a  hundred  (years),  he  does  not  accept  (of  him). 

(4).  "Who  are  possessed  of  religious  merits,  with  them  he  makes  the  Guru  meet. 

The  true  word,  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  lets  them  hear. 

Where  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  dwells,  thence  pain  departs. 

By  means  of  the  gem  of  (divine)  knowledge  they  are  easily  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 
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(5).  No  other  wealth,  is  so  great  as  the  name. 

On  whom  he  bestows  it,  he  is  true. 

"Who  by  means  of  the  perfect  w«rd  (of  the  Guru)  make  dwell  it  in  (their)  mind  : 

They,  being  attached  to  the  name,  obtain  happiness,  (says)  Nanak. 

XII.     LI. 
(1).  One  may  dance  and  beat  many  musical  instruments  : 
This  (human)  mind  is  blind  and  deaf,  whom  shall  he  let  hear  it  ? 
Within  is  greediness,  error,  fire  and  wind. 
No  lamp  burns  (nor)  is  true  knowledge  obtained. 


In  the  heart  of  the  devoted  disciple  light  springs  up. 

(Who)  knows  his  own  self,  he  is  united  with  the  Lord. 

(2).  The  disciple  (in)  dancing  conceives  love  to  Hari. 

He  keeps  time  in  music  (and),  removes  from  within  his  own  self. 

He  himself  knows,  (that)  my  Lord  is  true. 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  learns,  (that)  Brahm  is  within  (himself). 

(3).  Within  the  devoted  disciple  is  love  and  affection  (to  Hari). 

He  naturally  reflects  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

The  disciple,  that  is  attached  and  deeply  meditating  (on  Hari),  is  true. 

By  sham-devotion  pain  is  incurred  (in)  dancing. 

(4).  This  devoted  man  .dies  whilst  living. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  crosses  the  water  of  existence. 

By  attachment  to  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  becomes  acceptable. 

Hari  himself  comes  and  dwells  in  his  mind. 

(5).  Hari,  becoming  merciful,  makes  the  true  Guru  meet  (with  them), 

(Who)  in  continual  devotion  direct  (their)  thoughts  on  Hari. 

Who  are  given  to  devotion,  their  report  (reputation)  is  true. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  (they  obtain)  happiness. 

GHARVIIL;    KA.Fl";1   MAHALA  III. 

Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

XIII.     LII. 

(1).  By  the  decree  of  Hari  the  true  Guru  is  met  with,  true  knowledge  is  obtained  (from  him). 
In  (whose  heart)  Hari  dwells  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  he  comprehends  (the  truth). 


I  have  one  munificent  bridegroom,  there  is  no  other. 

(If)  he  dwell  in  (my)  mind  by  the  kindness  of  the  Guru,  then  there  is  always  happiness. 
(2).  In  this  Yuga  is  the  name  of  the  fearless  Hari  (the  means  of  salvation),  it  is  obtained  by 
meditating  on  the  Guru. 

Without  the  name  the  self-willed  one  is  in  the  power  of  Tama,  he  is  blind  and  foolish. 

(3).  (If)  a  man  according  to  the  will  of  Hari  render  service  (to  him),  he  comprehends  that  True  one. 

(If)  according  to  the  will  of  Hari  praise  be  offered,  comfort  is  obtained  by  obeying  the  will  (of  Hari). 

1  <>l[&\  is  a  musical  term,  denoting  a  particular  kind  of  melody. 
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(4).  By  the  decree  of  Hari  (thou  hast)  obtained  the  blessing  of  a  (human)  birth,  (thy)  intelligence 
has  become  very  high. 

Nanak  (says)  :  praise  the  name,  0  disciple,  (thy)  salvation  is  effected  (thereby) ! 

ASA  ;   MAHALA  IV. ;   GHAE  II. 
Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     LIII. 

Pause. 
Thou  art  the  true  creator,  my  Lord. 

"What  pleases  thee,  that  will  take  place,  what  thou  givest,  that  I  obtain. 
(1).  All  is  thine,  thou  art  meditated  upon  by  all. 
On  whom  thou  bestowest  mercy,  he  gets  the  jewel  of  the  name. 
The  disciple  obtains  it,  the  self-willed  one  loses  it. 
Thou  thyself  separatest,  thou  thyself  unitest  (with  thyself). 
(2).  Thou  art  the  ocean,  all  is  in  thee. 
"Without  thee  there  is  none  other. 
All  the  creatures  are  thy  sport. 

They  are  separated,  having  been  united  (with  thee),  the  separated  ones  (thou)  unitest  (again)  to 
union  (with  thee).1 

(3).  Whom  thou  lettest  know  (them),  that  man  knows  (them). 

He  always  tells  and  praises  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

By  whom  Hari  is  served,  he  obtains  happiness. 

He  is  easily  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari. 

(4).  Thou  thyself  art  the  creator,  all  is  thy  doing. 

Without  thee  there  is  none  other. 

(Whom)  thou  createst  and  lookest  upon  (in  mercy),  he  knows  (thee). 

Humble  Nanak  (says) :  (to)  the  disciple  (thou)  art  manifest. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

BAGU  ASA ;   GHAE  II. ;   MAHALA  IV. 

II.     LIV. 

(1).  Some  one  puts  (his)  confidence  on  a  friend,  son,  brother. 
Some  one  puts  (his)  confidence  in  (his)  family,  kinsman  (and)  son-in-law. 
Some  one  puts  (his)  confidence  in  his  chief,  head  man  (and)  master. 
Our  confidence  is  placed  in  Hari. 


My  confidence  is  placed  in  Hari,  my  refuge  is  Hari. 

Without  Hari  I  have  no  other  assistance  nor  reliance,  I  sing  the  many  (and)  innumerable  excellences 
of  Hari. 

(2).  In  whom  (people)  place  (their)  confidence,  they  depart. 
Having  placed  a  false  confidence  (in  any  one),  they  repent  of  it. 

1  Sentences  of  this  kind  can  only  be  translated  according  to  conjecture,  as  every  grammatical  relation  is 
missing,  f^tlfjl  must  here  be  adjective  (=  f^-djft)  and  *1  -Hd|l  is  the  Locative  —  +|-Hfj|  (and  not  adjective). 
Everything  is  applied  to  render  the  meaning  as  obscure  as  possible. 
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They  do  not  remain  firm,  they  practise  falsehood  in  (their)  mind. 

I  have  placed  my  confidence  in  Hari,  whom  no  one  equals  in  power. 

(3).  All  these  are  gangs  (bodies^f  men),  (in  whom)  is  spreading  the  spiritual  darkness  of  the  Maya. 

The  foolish  ones  fight  for  the  sake  of  the  Maya. 

They  are  born  and  die,  the  play  is  lost  in  the  dice-play. 

Our  confidence  (is  placed  in)  Hari,  who  adjusts  all,  this  and  that  world. 

(4).  In  the  Kali-yug  (there  are)  gangs  (of  robbers),  the  five  thieves  cause  quarrels. 

Lust,  wrath,  covetousness,  spiritual  blindness,  conceit  they  increase. 

On  whom  he  (Hari)  bestows  mercy,  him  he  joins  to  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Our  confidence  (is  placed)  in  Hari,  by  whom  all  these  gangs  are  driven  away. 

(5).  Second  love  is  falsehood  ;  (who)  sits  (among)  the  band  falls1  (into  it). 

He  guesses  at  the  faults  of  others  (and)  increases  his  own  conceit. 

Such  things,  as  he  sows,  he  will  eat. 

Humble  Nanak's  confidence  is  (in)  .Hari,  (thereby)  the  religious  merit  (of)  the  whole  creation  ig 


III.     LV. 

(1).  Having  heard  (of  it)  repeatedly  the  nectar  pleases  (my)  heart  and  mind. 

(By  means  of)  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  inapprehensible  Hari  was  made  known  (to  me). 


0  disciple  and  sister,  hear  the  name ! 

The  One  is  contained  in  the  heart ;  utter  with  (thy)  mouth  the  nectar-words  of  the  Guru  ! 

(2).  In  my  heart  and  body  is  love  and  great  desire. 

The  true  Guru,  the  divine  male,  is  obtained  by  a  great  destiny. 

(3).  (Who)  wanders  about  in  another  love,  in  the  Maya,  the  poison  : 

He  is  luckless  and  does  not  get  the  true  Guru. 

(4).  The  nectar-juice  of  Hari  Hari  himself  gives  (me)  to  drink. 

From  the  perfect  Guru  Nanak  has  obtained  Hari. 

IV.     LVI. 

(1).  In  my  heart  and  body  is  love,  the  name  is  my  support. 
The  name  I  mutter,  the  name  is  the  pith  of  happiness. 


Mutter  the  name,  0  my  sweetheart  and  friend ! 

Without  the  name  I  have  none  other ;  in  consequence  of  a  great  destiny  the  disciple  is  getting  Hari. 

(2).  Without  the  name  I  cannot  live.3 

In  consequence  of  a  great  destiny  the  disciple  obtains  Hari. 

(3).  Who  is  destitute  of  the  name,  has  a  black  face,  0  mother ! 

Woe,  woe  to  the  life  without  the  name ! 

(4).  (On  whom)  Hari  bestows  a  great,  great  lot,  he  obtains  him.4 

Nanak  (says) :  by  the  disciple  the  name  is  kept  fast. 

1  \n%  very  likely  =  Vf%. 

2  The  translation  is,  as  so  often,  a  conjecture,  there  being  no  grammatical  relation. 

3  Literally:  it  cannot  be  lived. 

*  Literally  :  Hari  is  obtained  having  bestowed  a  great  lot. 
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V.     LVIL 

(1).  I  sing  (his)  excellences,  I  utter  (his)  excellences  (with  my)  voice. 
(Having  become)  a  disciple  I  tell  and  praise  the  excellences  of  Hari. 


Muttering  continually  the  name  joy  has  sprung  up  in  (my)  mind. 

By  the  true,  true,  true  Guru  the  name  is  made  firm  (in  me),  the  excellences  of  the  highest  bliss 
( =  the  Supreme)  are  sung  (by  me)  with  love. 

(2).  The  people  of  Hari  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari  (in  the)  world. 

By  a  great  destiny  they  obtain  Hari,  who  is  unconnected  (with  anything). 

(3).  "Who  are  destitute  of  (his)  excellences,1  they  are  carrying  about  the  filth  of  the  Maya. 

"Without  (singing)  his  excellences  the  selfish  are  born  (again  and)  die. 

(4).  In  the  body,  (as)  in  a  pond,  (his)  excellences  are  made  manifest. 

Eanak  (says) :  the  disciple  churns  (the  pond)  and  extracts  the  essence. 

VI.  LVIII. 

(1).  The  name  I  hear,  the  name  is  pleasing  to  (my)  mind. 
By  a  great  destiny  the  disciple  obtains  Hari. 

Pause. 
Mutter  the  name,  0  disciple,  (it  is)  light ! 

Without  the  name  I  have  no  other  support ;  the  name  is  uttered  (by  me)  at  every  breath  and  morsel. 
(2).  The  name  I  hear  with  attention,  it  is  pleasing  to  my  mind. 
"Who  lets  (me)  hear  the  name,  he  is  my  friend  and  companion. 
(3).  "Who  are  destitute  of  the  name,  they  go  as  fools  (and)  naked. 
They  are  gradually  consumed  and  die  having  seen  poison,  (like)  a  moth. 
(4).  He  himself  establishes  and  having  established,  disestablishes  again. 
Nanak  (says) :  Hari  himself  gives  (his)  name. 

VII.  LIX. 

(1).  By  the  disciple  the  vine  of  Hari,  Hari  is  cultivated. 
Savoury  and  tasty  fruits  of  Hari  are  produced  (from  it). 

Pause. 
Mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  (who  is)  of  endless  waves  ! 

("Who)  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  is  continually  muttering  the  name  and  praising  it,  he  subdues 
the  servant  of  Tama,  the  (fierce)  snake. 

(2).  Hari,  Hari  caused  devotion  to  be  put  in  the  Guru. 

The  Guru  being  pleased  gives  (it  to)  the  disciple,  0  my  brother  !  * 

(3).  (Who)  practises  works  of  selfishness,  he  does  not  in  any  way  know  the  sacred  precepts, 

As  an  elephant,  who  has  bathed,  sprinkles  (again)  dust  on  his  head. 

(4).  If  (one's)  lot  becomes  great  (and)  very  high : 

He  mutters  the  name,  (says)  Nanak,  in  the  True  one  (he  becomes)  pure. 

VIII.  LX. 

(1).  (I  have)  a  hunger  in  (my)  mind  after  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 
By  hearing  the  name  (my)  mind  is  satiated,  0  my  brother ! 

1  The  sense  is  apparently:  who  are  not  singing  his  excellences. 
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Mutter  the  name,  0  my  fellow-disciple  and  friend ! 

Mutter  the  name!   for  by  the  game  thou  wilt  get  happiness;  keep  the  name  in  (thy)  mind  (and) 
thought  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru ! 

(2).  (If)  I  hear  the  name,  the  name,  (my)  mind  is  happy. 

I  am  happy  having  got  the  advantage  of  the  name  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  "Without  the  name  (I  am)  leprous,  blind  (by)  infatuation. 

All  the  works,  that  I  have  done,  are  useless,  they  are  pain  and  trouble. 

(4).  (Who)  mutters  the  praise  of  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  his  lot  is  great. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  devoutly  meditates  on  the  name. 

Om !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
EAGU  ASA;    GHAE  VI.;    MAHALA  IV. 

IX.     LXI. 

(1).  Taking  the  chord  into  (thy)  hand  thou  strikest  (it),  0  Jogi,  (thy)  hollow  flute  sounds. 
Utter  the  excellences  of  Hari  according  to  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  0  Jogi,  this  (my)  mind  is 
imbued  with  love  to  Hari ! 


0  Jogi,  give  (me)  advice  and  instruction  (regarding)  Hari  ! 

Through  all  ages  Hari  alone  exists,  before  him  I  (make)  salutation. 

(2).  (Thou)  singest  (different)  kinds  of  Eags,  thou  talkest  much,  (but)  this  mind  is  engaged  in  play. 

The  oxen,  which  thou  puttest  (to)  the  well  for  watering  the  ground,  have  risen  and  gone,  having 
grazed  the  creepers. 

(3).  Sow  in  the  city  of  the  body  the  works  (of)  Hari !  Hari  germinates,  the  field  (becomes)  green. 

The  mind  (becomes)  steady,  (if)  thou  put  on  the  mind  (as)  bullock,  (if)  thou  sprinkle  Hari  (as  water), 
(thou  art)  overcoming  (thy  mind)  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

(4).  The  Jogi  and  Jangam,  all  the  creation  is  thine,  I  am  the  disciple  of  that  instruction,  which 
thou  givest. 

0  Lord  of  humble  Nanak,  (thou  art)  the  inward  governor,  0  Hari,  keep  (my)  mind  in  steady 
equilibrium  ! 

X.     LXII. 

(1).  Sometime  one  beats  the  chime  of  the  toe-bells,  sometime  one  plays  the  rebeck. 
There  is  a  moment's  delay  between  coming  and  going,  I  remember  so  long  the  name. 

Pause. 

In  my  mind  such  a  devotion  has  been  produced. 

1  cannot  exist  one  moment  without  Hari,  like  as  a  fish  dies  without  water. 

(2).  Sometime  one  brings  together  five  (or)  seven  (female)  singers,  sometime  one  intonates  a  Eag. 
In  bringing  (them)  together  and  selecting  (them)  a  moment  and  minute  passes,  so  long  my  heart 
sings  the  excellences  of  Earn. 

(3).  Sometime  one  dances  and  stretches  out  the  foot,  sometime  one  stretches  out  the  hand. 
In  stretching  out  hand  and  foot  a  moment's  delay  takes  place,  so  long  my  heart  remembers  Earn. 
(4).  Sometime  one  confides  in  people,  by  confiding  in  people  honour  (with  Hari)  is  not  obtained. 
Humble  Nanak  (says) :  meditate  always  in  thy  heart  on  Hari,  then  every  one  says  :  victory  (to  thee) ! 
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XI.  LXIII. 

(1).  Join  the  society  of  the  pious!  having  joined  the  society  of  the  pious  people  of  Hari  sing  the 
excellences  of  Hari ! 

Divine  knowledge,  the  gem  (and)  light  is  (thereby)  kindled  in  the  heart,  darkness  departs. 

Pause. 

0  people  of  Hari,  dance  meditating  on  Hari,  Hari ! 

(If)  such  pious  people  fall  in  (with  me),  0  my  brother,  I  wash  the  feet  of  (these)  people. 

(2).  Mutter  the  name  of  Hari,  0  my  mind,  meditating  devoutly  day  by  day  on  Hari ! 

The  fruit,  that  thou  desirest,  thou  wilt  obtain,  no  hunger  will  again  befall  (thee). 

(3).  (Thou)  thyself,  0  Hari,  (art)  the  boundless  creator,  what  thou  thyself  sayest,  0  Hari,  that 
thou  causest  (one)  to  say. 

(Those)  pious  people  are  good,  (who)  please  thee,  whose  honour  thou  approvest. 

(4).  JSanak  is  not  satiated  in  telling  Hari's  excellences,  in  proportion  as  he  recites  them,  he  obtains 
happiness. 

Hari  has  given  (him)  his  own  stores  of  devotion ;  (who)  is  discerning  (his)  excellences,  goes  and 
deals  (in  them). 

Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
EAGU  ASA;   GHAE  VIII, ;   KAFI;  MAHALA  IV. 

XII.  LXIV. 

(1).  Death  comes  by  all  means,  (then)  it  is  wept  (out  of)  selfishness. 
0  disciple,  meditate  on  the  name,  thou  wilt  become  firm  (thereby) ! 

Pause. 
Praise  to  the  perfect  Guru,  (from  whom  I)  have  learnt  that  I  must  go ! 

The  profit  of  the  name  is  the  best,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (I  am)  absorbed  (in  Hari). 
(2).  The  days,  which  were  written  before,  have  come,  0  mother! 
Departure  (takes  place)  to-day  or  to-morrow,  it  is  ordered  so  by  any  means. 
(3).  Useless  is  the  life  of  them,  who  have  forgotten  the  name. 
This  mind  being  intent  on  playing  is  defeated. 

(4).  In  life  and  death  they  have  comforts,  who  have  obtained  the  Guru. 
Nanak  (says) :  the  true  ones  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

XIII.  LXV. 

(1).  (Who),  having  obtained  the  blessing  of  (human)  birth,  meditate  on  the  name  : 
They,  comprehending  (the  truth)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru,  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

Pause. 

For  whom  exactly  (this)  destiny  is  written,  they  acquire  the  name. 

At  the  true  gate  (they  are  taken  as)  true  (and)  called  to  the  palace  (of  Hari). 

(2).  (That)  disciple  obtains  in  (his)  heart  the  treasure  of  the  name, 

(Who)  day  by  day  meditating  on  the  name  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(3).  The  thing  (is)  within,  by  many  (efforts)  it  is  not  obtained  by  the  self-willed  one. 

(Who)  is  proud  in  egotism,  he  is  ruined  by  himself. 

(4).  Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  is  ruined  by  himself. 

In  (whose)  mind  there  is  light  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  he  obtains  the  True  one. 
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EAGU  ASA  VAEI;   GHAE  XVI.  OE  II.  ;  MAHALA  IV.  SUDHANG.1 

By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

XIV.     LXVI. 


I  praise  day  by  day  the  name  of  Hari. 

The  true  Guru  showed  me  the  name  of  Hari,  without  Hari  I  cannot  remain  one  moment. 

(1).  I  hear  and  remember  the  praise  of  Hari,  without  Hari  I  cannot  remain  one  moment. 

As  a  goose  cannot  remain  without  the  pond,  how  should  the  people  of  Hari  live  without  the  service 
of  Hari? 

(2).  Some  show  affection  keeping  another  love  in  their  heart,  some  show  affection  (keeping)  spiritual 
darkness  and  contempt  (in  their  heart). 

The  people  of  Hari  entertain  love  for  Hari  (and)  the  state  of  final  emancipation ;  Nanak  (says) : 
(they  are)  remembering  Hari,  Hari  the  Lord. 

Asa  vari;  mahala  IV. 
XV.     LXVII. 


0  mother,  show  me  my  beloved  Earn ! 

1  cannot  remain  one  moment  without  Hari,  as  a  camel  delights  in  creepers.2 
(1).  My  mind  has  become  impassioned  for  the  sight  of  Hari  the  friend. 

As  a  black  bee  cannot  live  without  the  lotus,  so  I  cannot  live  without  Hari. 

(2).  Keep  me  in  thy  asylum,  0  beloved  Lord  of  the  universe,  fulfil  my  desire,  0  Lord  Hari ! 

Joy  springs  up  in  the  heart  of  humble  Nanak,  (if)  Hari  shows  (him)  his  sight  for  a  moment. 

EAGU  ASA;   GHAE  II.;  MAHALA  V. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     LXVIII. 

(1).  Who  bestows  love  (on  the  Maya,),3  he  is  again  devoured  (by  her). 
Who  settles  (her)  comfortably  (in  his  heart),  to  him  much  fear  is  shown. 
Having  seen  brothers,  friends  and  family  she  disputes. 
To  me  she  has  been  subjected  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 

Pause. 
Having  seen  such  a  (state  of  things)  they  were  bewildered. 

The  ascetics,  the  Siddhs,  the  gods  and  men,  all  were  deceived  by  fraud  without  the  pious  (Guru). 
(2).  Some  wander  about  as  Udasis  (stoics),  them  lust  pervades. 

Some  are  householders  and  collect  (wealth),  theirs  she  does  not  become  of  her  own  accord. 
Some  are  called  faithful,  them  she  troubles  much. 
We  are  preserved  by  Hari,  clinging  to  the  foot  of  the  true  Guru. 

1  Tflj^T  signifies :  graceful,  well-formed.     This  predicate  seems  rather  to  refer  to  the  whole  verse,  than  to 
the  melody,  to  which  this  verse  is  to  be  sung. 

2  The  comparison  is  put  the  wrong  way ;  we  should  expect  here  a  negative  statement. 
8  No  subject  is  hinted  at,  but  very  likely  the  word  Maya  is  to  be  supplied. 
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(3).  The  ascetics,  who  are  practising  austerities,  are  led  astray. 

All  the  Pandits  are  beguiled  by  covetousness. 

By  the  infatuation  of  the  three  qualities  the  sky  is  deluded. 

"We  are  preserved  by  the  true  Guru  who  gives  us  his  hand. 

(4).  She  becomes  the  slave  of  those,  who  are  endowed  with  (divine)  knowledge. 

Joining  her  hands  in  supplication  she  performs  service  (to  them). 

What  thou  commandest,  that  work  is  done  (by  her). 

Humble  Nanak  (says)  :  she  does  not  come  near  the  disciple.1 

II.  LXIX. 

(1).  By  her  beloved  (the  woman)  is  separated  from  her  mother-in-law. 

Her  husband's  younger  brother's  wife  and  her  husband's  elder  brother's  wife  have  died  out  of  pain 
and  distress. 

Obsequiousness  towards  the  elder  brother  (of  the  husband)  has  ceased. 
By  her  clever  and  wise  beloved  she  is  protected. 

Pause. 
Hear,  0  people,  I  have  got  a  taste  of  love. 

The  wicked  men  are  killed,  the  enemies  destroyed,  the  true  Guru  has  given  me  the  name  of  Hari. 
(2).  In  the  first  (state)  is  given  up  attachment  to  egotism. 
In  the  second  is  given  up  the  custom  of  the  people. 

(In  the  third),  having  given  up  the  three  qualities,  the  enemies  (become)  like  friends. 
In  the  fourth,  having  met  (with)  the  pious,  (his)  excellences  are  known. 
(3).  Easily  dwelling  is  (then)  made  in  a  cave. 
The  unbeaten  (sound)  of  him,  whose  form  is  light,  is  sounded. 
There  is  great  joy  in  reflecting  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
Being  attached  to  her  beloved  the  woman  is  a  blessed  married  wife. 
(4).  Humble  Nanak  pronounces  (his)  investigation  on  Brahm. 
"Who  hears  and  does  (it),  he  passes  across. 
He  is  not  born  (again)  nor  dies,  he  neither  comes  nor  goes. 
He  remains  absorbed  with  Hari. 

III.  LXX. 

(1).  A  woman  attached  to  her  own  (people),  of  amiable  disposition, 
Incomparable  in  beauty,  perfect  in  conduct : 
In  which  house  (such  a  one)  dwells,  that  house  is  lustrous. 
Some  rare  man,  (having  become)  a  disciple,  gets  (such  a  one). 

Pause. 
Having  met  with  the  Guru  I  have  obtained  a  virtuous  woman. 
With  reference  to  worship  (and)  work  she  is  excellent. 
(2).  As  long  as  she  dwells  with  her  father : 
So  long  (her)  beloved  wanders  about  very  dejected. 
By  rendering  service  the  true  man  (  =  Guru)  is  conciliated. 
She  is  brought  by  the  Guru  to  the  house,  then  all  happiness  is  obtained. 
(3).  She  has  the  twenty-two  auspicious  qualities,  true  is  her  offspring  (and)  son. 
She  is  obedient,  clever  and  beautiful. 

1  WT^T  =  WfTSl'.  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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She  fulfils  the  wish  (of)  the  mind  (of  her)  husband  and  Lord. 

All  the  wives  of  the  younger  and  elder  brother  are  satisfied. 

(4).  In  the  whole  family  she  is  the  best. 

She  gives  advice  to  the  younger  and  elder  brother  (of  her  husband). 

Blessed  is  that  house,  in  which  she  appears. 

Humble  Nanak  (says)  :  in  happiness  the  time  is  passed  (there). 

IV.  LXXI. 

(1).  If  I  give  advice,  she  does  not  let  it  ripen. 

Near  virtue  and  continence  she  is  standing1  (to  prevent  them). 

She  puts  on  many  garbs  and  shows  many  forms. 

She  does  not  let  (me)  dwell  in  the  house,  she  makes  (me)  wander  about  separate  (from  it). 

Pause. 
She  is  the  mistress  of  the  house  (and)  does  not  let  (me)  dwell  in  the  house. 
(If)  I  make  efforts,  I  am  entangled  (in  them).3 
(2).  Being  sent  by  himself  she  has  come  as  a  ruler. 
The  nine  regions  and  all  countries  are  overcome  (by  her). 

At  the  border  (of  a  river)  and  holy  watering-place  she  does  not  allow  the  Yoga  and  renunciation  of 
the  world.3 

Studying  the  Smriti  and  the  Veda  they  become  (therefore)  tired. 

(3).  Wherever  I  sit,  there  she  sits  with  (me). 

The  strong  one  enters  all  houses. 

I  have  fallen  on  the  asylum  of  the  vile  one,  I  do  not  get  a  place  where  to  remain. 

Say,  0  friend,  to  whom  shall  I  go  ? 

(4).  Having  heard  (his)  instruction  I  came  to  the  true  Guru. 

The  Guru  taught  (me)  the  mantra  of  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari. 

I  dwell  (now)  in  my  own  house  singing  the  excellences  of  the  endless  (Hari). 

I  have  met  with  the  Lord,  (says)  Nanak,  and  become  free  from  care. 

Pause. 
The  house  is  mine,  she  is  the  mistress. 
She  is  the  ruler,  (but)  by  the  Guru  we  were  made  courtiers  (of  Hari). 

V.  LXXII. 

(1).  The  advice  (of)  the  first  is,  that  I  should  set  a  going  (  =  read)  the  leaves  (of  the  Veda). 
The  advice  (of)  the  second  is,  that  I  should  summon  (to  me)  two  men. 
The  advice  (of)  the  third  is,  that  I  should  make  some  contrivance. 
Having  given  up  everything  I  have  meditated  on  thee,  0  Lord  ! 

Pause. 
(I  have)  great  joy,  freedom  from  care  and  tranquillity. 
(My)  enemies  have  died  and  I  have  obtained  happiness. 

1  tlwffV  from  tfwSCT  to  stand.     The  subject  is  here  apparently  the  Maya. 

2  11%%  =  inn  or  1fiJ  (VWTST.  to  fall),  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

3  The  sense  is :    she  knows  even  to  hinder  the  practice  of  the  Yoga  (abstract  contemplation)  and  the 
abandonment  of  the  world. 
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(2).  The  true  Guru  gave  me  instruction. 

Soul  and  body,  all  belongs  to  Hari,  (to  him)  I  shall  give  (it). 

Whatever  I  do,  he  is  my  strength. 

Thou  art  my  refuge,  thou  art  (my)  court. 

(3).  Having  abandoned  thee,  to  whose  protection  should  one  go  ? 

There  is  none  other  like  thine. 

To  whom  does  thy  servant  owe  obsequiousness  ? 

The  Sakat  wanders  astray  in  the  desert. 

(4).  Thy  greatness  cannot  be  told. 

Whomever  thou  protectest,  taking  him  to  thy  neck — 

— Nanak,  (thy)  slave,  is  in  thy  asylum — 

(His)  honour  is  preserved  by  the  Lord,  congratulation  is  made  (to  him). 

VI.     LXXIII. 

(1).  For  the  sake  of  traffic  (I)  passed  through  a  foreign  country. 

(I)  heard  of  an  incomparable  thing  and  procured  it. 

Binding  the  stock  of  (his)  excellences  into  the  hem  of  my  garment  I  brought  it. 

Having  seen  the  gem  this  (=  my)  mind  clung  to  it. 


The  retail-dealers  of  the  wholesale  merchant  came  to  (his)  gate. 

Issue  (to  us)  wares  and  let  us  traffic  (with  them) ! 

(2).  By  the  wholesale  merchant  (I)  was  sent  to  (his)  wholesale  merchant  (=  the  Guru). 

Priceless  is  the  jewel,  priceless  the  stock  of  goods. 

The  well-disposed  mediator  (  =  broker)  I  obtained  for  a  friend. 

I  got  wares  (and)  my  mind  (became)  immovable. 

(3).  There  is  no  fear  of  a  thief,  nor  of  wind  or  water. 

Easily  the  purchase  (is  effected),  easily  it  is  taken  away.1 

By  acquiring  the  True  one  no  pain  is  incurred. 

In  perfect  safety  I  have  brought  (him)  home. 

(4).  Profit  is  obtained  and  rejoicing  is  made. 

Blessed  be  the  perfect  wholesale  merchant,  who  is  bestowing  (his  goods). 

This  traffic  is  obtained  by  some  rare  disciple. 

Nanak  brought  (home)  a  fruitful 2  batch  of  goods. 

VII.    LXXIV. 

(1).  My  virtues  (or)  vices  he  does  not  at  all  take  into  consideration. 
He  does  not  look  at  my  form,  colour  and  decoration. 
My  discretion  and  conduct  are  by  no  means  scrutinized  by  him. 
Seizing  my  arm  the  beloved  one  brought  me  to  the  bed. 

Pause. 
Hear,  0  friend,  my  beloved  rendered  me  assistance. 

Putting  his  hand  on  my  head  he  protected  me,  making  me  his  own ;    what  do  these  ignorant 
people  know  (of  it)  ? 

1   Hsoi^  is  subst.  fern,  and  so  likewise  %   yffl$\  must  be  taken  as  a  substant.  fern.     Literally:   the 
buying  and  taking  away  (are)  easily  (effected). 

2  *ra*5T  Adj. = *roi<5rr  fruitful. 
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(2).  My  happy  wifehood  is  now  excellent. 

My  husband  is  met  with,  all  pain  is  overcome. 

In  my  courtyard  is  the  Bplendour  (of)  the  moon. 

Day  and  night  I  rejoice  with  my*beloved. 

(3).  My  clothes  are  of  deep  red  colour. 

All  ornaments,  splendour  (and)  flowers  (are  on  my)  neck. 

By  the  beloved  a  look  was  cast  (on  me),  I  obtained  all  treasures. 

Obsequiousness  to  the  wicked  enemies  ceased. 

(4).  She  is  always  happy,  she  always  enjoys  pleasures. 

The  nine  treasures  of  the  name  are  in  (her)  house,  she  is  satisfied. 

Nanak  says  :  when  she  is  ornamented  by  her  beloved : 

She  is  lastingly  a  happy  married  wife  (and)  with  her  husband. 

VIII.     LXXV. 

(1).  Having  offered  a  gift  they  perform  worship. 
He l  is  taking  and  giving  (them),  they  deny  it: 
To  which  gate  thou  wilt  have  to  go,  0  Brahman  ! 
At  that  gate  thou  wilt  repent. 


Such  Brahmans  are  drowned,  0  brother  ! 

"Without  cause  they  excogitate  wickedness. 

(2).  In  (his)  heart  is  greediness,  he  wanders  about  (like)  mad. 

He  calumniates  (other  people)  and  puts  a  load  on  (his)  head  (thereby). 

Being  carried  away  by  the  Maya  he  does  not  think. 

Being  led  astray  he  wanders  about  in  many  ways. 

(3).  Outwardly  he  puts  on  many  garbs. 

Inside  has  alighted  the  giddiness  of  sensual  objects.2 

He  teaches  others  and  does  himself  not  understand  it. 

Such  a  Brahman  will  not  be  saved  in  any  way. 

(4).  0  foolish  Brahman,  remember  the  Lord  ! 

He  is  seeing  and  hearing  (and)  with  thee. 

Nanak  says  :  if  it  be  (thy)  lot, 

Give  up  pride  and  cling  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru  ! 

IX.      LXXVI. 

(1).  Pain  and  sickness  have  left  (my)  body,  (my)  mind  (has)  become  pure  by  singing  the  excellences 
of  Hari. 

I  rejoice,  having  met  with  the  pious,  now  my  mind  does  not  wander  anywhere. 


My  heart  is  quenched  by  the  word  of  the  Guru,  0  mother ! 

Anxious  inquietude  and  all  doubt  is  extinct,  the  cooling  Guru  is  obtained  with  natural  ease. 

(2).  (My)running  (mind)is  stopped,  theonlyOne  is  comprehended,  it  dwells  nowinan  immovable  place. 

Seeing  the  sight  of  thy  saints,  who  are  saving  the  world,  it  remains  satiated. 

1  The  subject  is  here  very  likely  God,  though  not  expressed  in  any  way. 

2  S|%  =  UffjJ  s.f.  giddiness  ;  the  turning  round  (as  in  a  whirlpool). 
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(3).  The  sins  of  (my)  life  have  fallen  behind  me,  the  feet  of  the  immovable  saint  (  =  the  Guru)  are 
now  seized  (by  me). 

With  natural  inclination  sings  (my)  mind  a  song  of  congratulation,  now  death  will  not  devour  it  again. 
(4).  The  powerful  cause  of  causes  is  giving  me  comfort,  my  king  Hari,  Hari. 
Muttering  thy  name  Nanak  lives,  thou  art  with  me  throughout  and  my  assistant. 

X.     LXXVII. 

Pause. 
The  slanderer  cries  aloud  and  laments. 

The  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord  is  forgotten  (by  him),  the  slanderer  earns  (therefore)  his  own  doing. 
(I).  If  one  become  his  companion  (or)  take  him  with  oneself, 

He  takes  up  an  impossible,  immense  serpent's  load,  the  slanderer  consumes  (him)  with  fire. 
(2).  "Who  passes  (at)  the  gate  of  the  Lord,  he  speaks  and  lets  hear  (of  it). 
His  devotees  have  always  joy,  singing  the  praise  of  Hari  they  are  happy.1 

XI.     LXXVIII. 
(1).  Though  I  put  on  all  ornaments : 
Yet  my  mind  does  not  confide  (in  them). 
Though  I  apply  many  perfumes  to  my  body  : 
I  do  not  get  a  bit  of  that  happiness. 
In  my  mind  I  entertain  such  a  desire. 
Seeing  my  beloved  I  live,  0  my  mother. 

Pause. 
0  mother,  what  shall  I  do  ?  this  (my)  mind  is  not  steady. 
Love  to  the  dearly  beloved  one  carries  (it)  away. 
(2).  Clothes,  ornaments,  many  exquisite  pleasures  : 
They  also  are  of  no  account  whatever,  as  I  know. 
Honour,  splendour,  reverence  and  greatness  (are  of  no  use). 
(Nor  if)  the  whole  world  (be)  obedient  (to  me).2 
(Though)  my  house  be  so  beautiful  (and)  red.3 
If  I  please  the  Lord,  then  I  am  always  happy. 
(3).  Delicacies  and  foods  of  many  kinds. 
Abundant  pleasures  and  shows. 
Dominion,  property  and  much  sway  : 
(By  all  these)  the  mind  is  not  satiated,  thirst  will  not  go. 
Without  meeting  (with  the  beloved)  these  days  are  passed. 
(If)  the  Lord  is  met  with,  then  it  obtains  all  happiness. 
(4).  Searching  and  searching  about  this  intelligence  was  heard  (by  me) : 
"  Without  the  society  of  the  pious  no  one  has  crossed  over." 
He  gets  the  true  Guru,  on  whose  forehead  (this)  lot  (is  written). 
His  desire  is  fulfilled,  his  mind  is  satiated. 
When  the  Lord  is  met  with,  then  desire  ceases. 
Nanak  (says)  :  he  is  obtained  in  the  mind  and  body. 

1  f%Rr*TT%  =  fSOT?!,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

2  This  very  likely  is  the  sense,  though  scarcely  hinted  at ;  the  literal  meaning  is  only :  "  the  whole  world 
obedient,"  to  whom  ? 

3  Here  apparently  must  be  supplied  again  :  it  is  of  no  use. 
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XII.     LXXIX. 

Paricpade. 
(1).  First  thy  caste  is  good.       _ 
Secondly  thy  society  is  respected. 
Thirdly  thy  place  (house)  is  beautiful. 
(But  she  is)  deformed,  (in  whose)  heart  (there  is)'  conceit. 


0  fascinating,  beautiful,  wise  and  clever  (woman)  ! 

Though  art  roving  in  excessive  pride  and  infatuation  ! 

(2).  Very  clean  is  thy  kitchen. 

(Thou)  makest  ablution,  worship  (and)  a  red  mark  (on  thy  forehead). 

(Thou  art)  dissolved  in  pride  (and)  speakest  wisdom  with  (thy)  mouth. 

All  (thy)  learning  is  thrown  away,  greediness  is  a  dog. 

(3).  Thou  puttest  on  (fine)  clothes  and  art  given  to  enjoyments. 

Thou  keepest  up  a  virtuous  course  of  life  and  art  respected  amongst  the  people. 

(Thou  appliest)  plenty  of  perfumes  and  scents. 

(But  thy)  companion  (=  heart)  is  perfidious  :  wrath  is  a  Candal. 

(4).  In  thy  other  form  of  existence  (thou  wilt  be)  a  water-carrier. 

On  this  earth  (thou  enjoyest)  a  chieftainship. 

Thou  hast  gold,  Bilver  and  wealth. 

Thy  work  is  spoiled  by  (thy)  disposition. 

(5).  On  whom  the  merciful  look  of  Hari,  the  king,  rests  : 

She  is  liberated  from  the  prison  (of  existence). 

By  which,  joining  the  society  of  the  pious,  the  juice  of  Hari  is  obtained  : 

That  body  is  fruitful,  says  Nanak. 


All  graces,  all  comforts  accrue  to  a  happy  married  woman. 
Thou  art  very  beautiful  and  clever. 

XIII.     LXXX. 

(1).  What  is  seen  living,  that  must  at  last  die. 
Who  becomes  dead,  he  will  remain  immovable. 


Who  die  whilst  living,  they,  being  dead,  live. 

They  put  the  medicine  of  the  name  of  Hari  into  their  mouth,  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru 
they  drink  nectar-juice. 

(2).  (As)  a  raw  earthen  jar  is  destroyed,  (so)  he  is  destroyed. 

Whose  triad '  leaves  him,  he  gets  a  dwelling  in  his  own  house. 

(3).  Who  ascends  high,  he  falls  down  into  the  nether  region. 

Who  falls  on  the  earth,  him  death  does  not  touch. 

(4).  Who  are  wandering  about,  they  get  nothing. 

They  (become)  immovable,  who  do  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(5).  Soul  and  body,  all  is  the  property  of  Hari. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  meet  with  the  Guru,  they  become  exalted. 

1  i.e.  the  three  qualities. 
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XIV.    LXXXI. 

(1).  Thy  body  is  made  by  Brahma. 
Know  it  for  certain,  it  will  become  dust. 


Remember  the  root  (of  all),  0  thoughtless,  ignorant  man ! 

"Why  art  thou  proud  of  this  much  ? ' 

(2).  (Thou  art)  daily  a  guest  of  three  Seers  (  =  six  pounds,  i.e.  of  food). 

The  other  things  are  a  deposit  with  thee. 

(3).  Ordure,  bones  and  blood  are  wrapped  up  in  a  skin. 

On  this  thou  art  conceited  ? 

(4).  If  thou  comprehendest  the  One  thing,  then  thou  becotnest  pure. 

"Without  comprehending  it  thou  art  always  impure. 

(5).  Nanak  says :  (I  am)  a  sacrifice  to  the  Guru, 

From  whom  Hari,  the  wise  Supreme  Spirit,  is  obtained. 

XV.     LXXXII. 

Caupade. 

(1).  One  Ghari  (  =  24  minutes)  is  to  me  daily  (like)  many  days. 

My  mind  does  not  remain  (steady),  how  shall  I  meet  with  my  beloved  ? 

Pause. 

One  moment  is  to  me  (like)  a  day,  it  never  passes. 

I  have  much  longing  after  (his)  sight ;  is  there  such  a  saint,  who  may  join  to  me  my  beloved  ? 

(2).  The  four  watches  (are  to  me)  like  the  four  ages  (of  the  world). 

"When  it  has  become  night,  I  do  not  know  its  end. 

(3).  The  five  enemies,  having  met,  have  separated  (me)  from  my  beloved. 

"Wandering  and  wandering  about  I  weep  wringing  my  hands. 

(4).  To  humble  Nanak  the  sight  of  Hari  was  shown. 

Having  known  himself  he  obtained  the  highest  bliss. 

XVI.     LXXXIII. 

(1).  In  the  service  of  Hari  is  the  highest  treasure. 

The  service  of  Hari  (is  the  uttering  of)  the  nectar-name  (with)  the  mouth. 

Pause. 
Hari  is  my  companion  and  my  friend. 
In  pain  and  pleasure  I  remember  him,  he  is  present. 
"What  can  the  helpless  Yama  frighten  me  ? 
(2).  Hari  is  my  refuge,  Hari  is  my  salvation. 
Hari  is  my  friend,  the  council  in  my  heart. 
(3).  Hari  is  my  capital,  Hari  is  my  trust. 

(Having  become)  a  disciple  I  acquire  wealth,  Hari  is  my  banker. 
(4).  From  the  mercy  of  the  Guru  this  wisdom  comes. 
Humble  Nanak  is  absorbed  in  the  bosom  of  Hari. 

1  f$T3o  '$%>  of  this  much,  i.e.  of  this  thy  body,  that  will  become  dust. 
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XVII.  LXXXIV. 

(1).  If  the  Lord  becomes  merciful  (to  me),  then.  I  apply  this  mind  (to  him). 
Serving  the  true  Guru  I  obtain  all  fruits. 

Pause. 
Why  will  (my)  heart  weep  ?  my  true  Guru  is  perfect. 

He  gives  (me)  what  I  desire,  he  is  the  depository  of  all  happiness,  he  is  brimful  of  the  pond  of  nectar. 
(2).  His  lotus-feet  are  kept  within  (my)  heart. 
(His)  sight  is  manifested,  the  beloved  Earn  is  met  with. 

(3).  The  five  companions  (=the  five  senses)  having  met  sing  a  song  of  congratulation. 
The  sound  of  the  voice  not  produced  (by  men)  is  made  to  sound. 
(4).  The  Guru  of  Nanak  is  pleased,  Hari  the  king  is  met  with. 
Easily  the  night  is  passed  in  happiness. 

XVIII.  LXXXV. 

(1).  Hari  bestowing  (his)  mercy  has  become  manifest. 
By  falling  in  with  the  true  Guru  wealth  is  obtained. 

Pause. 

Such  a  wealth  of  Hari  should  be  collected,  0  brother  ! 

(Which)  fire  does  not  consume,  (which)  does  not  sink  in  water,  (which)  does  not  leave  (thee)  nor 
go  anywhere. 

(2).  It  does  not  diminish,  it  is  not  exhausted. 

In  eating  and  spending  (it)  the  mind  remains  satiated. 

(3).  He  is  a  true  wholesale  merchant,  in  whose  house  the  wealth  of  Hari  is  collected. 

By  this  wealth  the  whole  world  is  benefited. 

(4).  He  obtains  the  wealth  of  Hari,  to  whom  it  is  due  by  a  former  decree  (of  God). 

Humble  Nanak  is  seizing  at  the  end  the  name. 

XIX.  LXXXVI. 
(1).  As  a  husbandman  sows  (his)  field: 

(So)  is  (his)  harvest  indifferent  (or)  good,  0  man  ! 

Pause. 

What  is  born,  know,  that  that  dies  (again). 
The  devotee  of  Govind.  (alone)  becomes  stable. 
(2).  After  the  day  is  passed,  night  will  fall  in. 
When  the  night  is  gone,  it  becomes  again  morning. 
(3).  (Whom)  the  Maya  deludes,  they  remain  unlucky. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  some  rare  one  wakes. 
(4).  Nanak  says:  I  sing  (his)  excellences  day  and  night. 
(My)  face  (becomes  thereby)  bright,  pure  (my)  mind. 

XX.  LXXXVII. 

(1).  All  the  nine  treasures  are  deposited  with  thee. 
Thou  art  fulfilling  the  wishes,  thou  protectest  at  the  end. 


If  thou  art  my  beloved,  what  hunger  have  I  ? 

When  thou  dwellest  in  (my)  heart,  no  pain  affects  (me). 
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(2).  "What  thou  doest,  that  is  right. 

0  true  Lord,  true  is  thy  order. 

(3).  "When  it  pleases  thee,  then  I  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

In  thy  house  there  is  always,  always  justice. 

(4).  0  true  Lord,  inapprehensible  and  inscrutable  ! 

Nanak  applies  himself  to  (thy)  service,  being  applied  (by  thee). 

XXL     LXXXVIII. 

(1).  He  is  near  the  creatures  and  always  with  (them). 
(His)  power  is  active  in  (every)  form  and  colour. 

Pause. 
(If)  he  acts,  he  does  not  grieve  nor  does  (his)  mind  weep. 
He  is  imperishable,  undying,  incomprehensible,  our  Lord  is  always  safe. 
(2).  To  whom  does  thy  slave  owe  obsequiousness  ? 
"Whose  order  has  he  to  mind,  0  Lord  ? 
(3).  The  slave,  that  has  been  made  free  by  the  Lord, 
On  whom  is  that  slave  dependent  ? 
(4).  (He  is)  independent  and  without  concern. 
0  slave  Nanak,  say  :  vah  Guru ! 

XXII.     LXXXIX. 

(1).  Giving  up  the  juice  of  Hari  he  is  inebriated  with  a  mean  juice. 
The  thing  is  in  (his)  house  and  he  is  going  out  (for  it). 

Pause. 
The  story  of  the  true  nectar  cannot  be  heard. 
Eaising  disputes  he  clings  to  a  false  idle  chat. 

(2).  (He  takes)  the  wages  of  the  Lord  (and  renders)  service  to  another. 
With  such  qualities  man  is  covered  over. 
(3).  He  hides  himself  from  him,  who  is  always  with  him. 
"What  is  of  no  use,  that  he  asks  again  and  again. 
(4).  Nanak  says :  the  Lord  is  merciful  to  the  poor. 
As  it  pleases  him,  so  he  cherishes  them. 


XXIII.    xc. 


(1).  The  name  of  Hari  is  life  and  wealth. 
Here  and  there  it  is  of  use. 


Pause. 


Without  the  name  of  Hari  every  other  thing  is  but  little. 

My  mind  is  satiated  by  the  sight  of  Hari. 

(2).  A  storehouse  of  devotion,  a  ruby  is  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

Singing,  hearing  and  doing  it  (I  am)  happy. 

(3).  (My)  mind  clings  to  the  lotus-foot.1 

By  the  true  Guru  being  pleased  (with  me)  it  was  made  a  present  (to  me). 

1  WS  here  =  jf^  (=  1J35)  mind,  heart,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
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(4).  The  Guru  initiated  Nanak. 

The  imperishable  Lord  is  (now)  known  (by  me  as  being  present)  in  every  creature. 

*  XXIV.     XCI. 

(1).  Brimful  is  the  stream  of  (his)  joy  and  sport. 
His  own  work  is  adjusted  by  himself. 

Pause. 
The  means  of  the  perfect  Lord  are  perfect, 
The  stream  of  whose  splendour  remains  brimful. 
(2).  The  report  of  whose  name,  the  treasure,  is  spotless, 
He  himself  is  the  creator,  there  is  none  other. 
(3).  All  the  creatures  are  in  his  hand. 
The  Lord  is  continually  sporting  with  every  one. 
(4).  The  Guru  is  perfect,  a  perfect  work  is  made  (by  him). 
Nanak  (says) :  to  (his)  devotee  greatness  is  given. 

XXV.     XCII. 

(1).  By  the  word  of  the  Guru  I  fashion  this  (my)  mind. 

I  collect  the  wealth  of  Hari,  (which  is)  the  sight  of  the  Guru. 

Pause. 
0  highest  wisdom,  come  into  my  heart ! 

(That)  I  may  meditate  on  and  sing  the  excellences  of  Govind,  (his)  name  is  exceedingly  dear  to  me. 
(2).  By  the  true  name  (I  am)  perfectly  satiated. 

The  dust  of  the  saints  (is  equal  to)  bathing  at  the  sixty-eight  (Tirthas). 
(3).  In  all  I  know  the  One  creator. 

Having  joined  the  society  of  the  pious  (I  obtain)  understanding  and  discrimination. 
(4).  (I  am)  the  slave  of  all,  having  given  up  conceit. 
(This)  present  the  Guru  has  given  to  Nanak. 

XXVI.     XCIII. 

(1).  Understanding  has  become  bright,  wisdom  perfect. 
Folly  is  thereby  extinguished  and  removed. 


Such  an  instruction  of  the  Guru  was  obtained, 

(That)  he,  who  was  drowning  in  the  terrible  blind  well,  came  out,  0  my  brother. 

(2).  Great  and  bottomless  is  the  ocean  of  fire. 

The  Guru  is  the  boat,  that  ferries  across  (this)  ocean. 

(3).  Hard  to  cross,  dark  and  difficult  is  this  Maya. 

By  the  perfect  Guru  a  clear  way  is  shown. 

(4).  (I  am  not  possessed)  of  any  muttering,  austerity  and  contrivance. 

0  Guru,  Nanak  has  fled  to  thy  asylum ! 

XXVII.    XCIV. 

Tipaie.1 

(1).  "Who  is  drinking  the  juice  of  Hari  is  always  attached  (to  him). 
(By  drinking)  other  juices  one  sinks  down  in  a  moment. 

1  Tipade,  consisting  of  three  verses  severally. 
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"Who  is  intoxicated  with  the  juice  of  Hari  has  always  joy  in  his  heart. 
"With  other  juices  care  is  mixed  up. 


'Who  drinks  the  juice  of  Hari  is  sufficiently  drunk  and  intoxicated. 

All  other  juices  are  mean. 

(2).  The  estimate  of  the  juice  of  Hari  cannot  be  told. 

The  juice  of  Hari  is  to  be  found  in  the  shop  of  the  pious. 

It  is  not  obtained  for  any  Lakhs  or  Crores  (of  money). 

To  whom  it  is  allotted,  to  him  they  give  it. 

(3).  Nanak  having  tasted  it  became  astonished. 

Nanak  got  (this)  relish  from  the  Guru. 

Here  and  there  it  does  not  leave  (one)  in  any  way. 

Nanak  is  much  longing  after  the  juice  of  Hari. 

XXVIII.     XCV. 

(1).  (If)  thou  extinguish  lust,  wrath,  greediness,  spiritual  blindness,  the  stream  of  thy  folly  ceases. 
(If)  having  become  humble  thou  perform  service,  thou  wilt  become  dear  to  the  mind  of  (thy)  beloved. 


Hear,  0  beautiful  woman,  the  word  of  the  pious,  (which  is)  saving  (thee). 

Thy  pain,  hunger  and  doubt  are  effaced  (thereby),  thou  wilt  obtain  happiness  in  the  Sukhmani 
channel  (of  the  vital  breath). 

(2).  Having  washed  (his)  feet  render  service  to  the  Guru,  being  purified  in  (thy)  spirit  do  away 
with  the  thirst  after  poison  ! 

(If)  thou  become  the  lowest  slave  of  (his)  slaves,  then  thou  wilt  obtain  lustre  at  the  gate  of  Hari. 

(3).  Even  this  is  the  right  course  of  conduct,  even  this  the  (proper)  occupation;  if  thou  obey  (this) 
order,  thy  devotion  will  be  effected. 

"Who  performs  this  advice,  (says)  Nanak,  he  will  cross  the  water  of  existence. 

XXIX.  XCVI. 

Dupade. 

(1).  A  human  body  has  been  obtained  (by  thee). 
This  is  (now)  thy  time  to  be  united  with  Govind. 
Other  works  are  of  no  use  whatever  to  thee. 
Join  the  society  of  the  pious,  adore  the  name  only ! 

Pause. 

Cling  to  the  apparatus  for  crossing  the  water  of  existence  ! 

In  the  love  of  the  Maya  thy  life  is  passing  to  no  purpose. 

(2).  Muttering,  austerity,  continence  and  virtue  are  not  practised  (by  me). 

No  service  (is  rendered  to)  the  pious,  (nor)  is  Hari  the  king  known. 

Nanak  says  :  we  are  of  mean  works. 

Preserve  the  honour  of  him,  who  has  fallen  on  thy  asylum  ! 

XXX.  XCVII. 

(1).  Without  thee  I  have  none  other,  thou  art  in  my  mind. 

Thou  art  my  friend  and  companion,  my  Lord,  why  should  (my)  soul  be  afraid  ? 
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Pause. 
Thou  art  my  refuge,  thou  art  my  hope. 

In  sitting,  rising,  sleeping,  waging,  at  every  breath  and  morsel  mayst  thou  not  be  forgotten  ! 
(2).  Keep,  keep  (me)  in  thy  asylum,  0  Lord,  the  ocean  of  fire  is  frightful ! 
0  true  Guru,  0  thou,  who  art  giving  comfort  to  Nanak,  we  are  thy  little  ones  ! ' 

XXXI.     XCVIII. 


The  people  of  Hari  are  rescued  by  the  Lord. 

My  mind  is  reconciled  with  my  beloved,  my  heat  has  died  having  eaten  poison. 

(1).  No  heat  and  cold  in  any  way  affect  me,  singing  the  excellences  of  the  name  of  Earn. 

The  drawing  of  the  sorcerer "  does  not  in  any  way  hit  (me),  the  lotus-foot  is  (my)  asylum. 

(2).  By  the  favour  of  the  saints  he  (=  Hari)  has  become  merciful,  he  himself  has  become  (my)  helper. 

Nanak  sings  continually  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences  (and)  effaces  (thereby)  his  doubt  (and)  pain. 

XXXII.     XCIX. 

(1).  (When)  the  medicine  of  the  name  of  Hari  is  eaten: 
Happiness  is  obtained,  the  occasion  for  pain  is  done  away. 


The  heat  is  gone  by  the  word  of  the  perfect  Guru. 

Joy  has  set  in,  all  cares  are  effaced. 

(2).  All  creatures  obtain  happiness, 

(By  whom)  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  meditated  upon,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXXIII.     C. 

(1).  That  time  has  come,  which  he  is  not  desiring. 

Without  the  order  (of  the  Lord)  how  shall  he  understand  the  teaching  ? 


(By  whom)  cold  and  hot  flesh  is  eaten : 

He  is  not  young,  he  is  old,  0  brother ! 

(2).  Nanak,  the  slave,  is  in  the  asylum  of  the  pious. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  crosses  the  world  of  existence. 

XXXIV.     CI. 

(1).  There  is  continually  light  in  (my)  spirit. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  (my)  dwelling  is  the  feet  of  Hari. 

1  y  I<M>J|ITT?5,  literally :  the  children  cowherds,  the  playfellows  of  Krishna ;  thence :  children,  little  ones. 

2  There  is  a  great  variety  of  readings  in  the  MSS.  regarding  the  first  three  words  of  this  line;  as  the 
sense  of  them  was  apparently  no  longer  understood  ;  the  Sikh  Granthis  at  least  could  give  no  clue  to  their 
meaning.  The  Lahore  lithographed  copy  reads :  3TofY  ?  R>H{ — ?5Tft,  which  gives  no  sense.-  The  MS. 
No.  2483  reads  :  jTTcft  ?  f&3  al>d  No.  2484  reads  :  sJToft  oft  f&3-  STafl"  signifies  :  sorcerer  (the  masc. 
of  the  common  3TQ<A  or  3ToT3) ;  f&3  we  *&ke  =  psM,  painting,  drawing  (of  figures,  for  the  sake  of  witch- 
craft), so  that  the  right  reading  is  that  of  MS.  No.  2483,  viz. :  5J|ofl  ?  f&3 — 46 15),  according  to  which  we 
have  translated. 
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Pause. 
Mutter  continually  the  name  of  Earn,  0  my  mind ! 

Thou  wilt  always  obtain  coolness,  tranquillity  and  happiness,  all  thy  sins  will  go  off,  0  mind ! 
(2).  Nanak  says :  whose  destiny  is  perfect : 
He  meets  with  the  true  Guru,  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

(Thirty-four  [verses]  of  the  second  Ghar.) 

XXXV.     CIL 

Pause. 
"Whose  Lord  Hari  is,  whose  friend  the  Lord  is : 
(Her)  pain  is  gone,  she  is  not  again  afflicted. 
(1).  Bestowing  mercy  (on  her)  he  joins  (her)  to  (his)  feet. 
In  comfort,  tranquillity  and  joy  she  is  happy. 

(2).  Singing  the  excellences  (of  Hari)  in  the  society  of  the  pious  she  (becomes)  incomparable. 
By  remembering  Hari  she  becomes  inestimable,  (says)  Nanak. 

xxxvi.   cm. 

(1).  (By  whom)  these  sporting  ones,  lust,  wrath,  the  Maya,  pride  and  envy,  are  all  overcome  in 
the  play : 

He  brings  virtue,  contentment,  mercy,  morality  and  truth  into  his  house. 


Birth  and  death  cease,  all  burthens  (are  removed). 

Joining  the  society  (of  the  pious)  his  mind  (becomes)  pure,  by  the  perfect  Guru  he  is  in  one  moment 
brought  across. 

(2).  (His)  mind  remains  the  dust  of  all,  all  appear  (to  him)  as  beloved  friends. 

In  all  my  Lord  is  contained,  he  is  giving  gifts  (to)  all  creatures,  remembering  (them). 

(3).  He  himself  alone,  the  One  is  alone  in  the  whole  expansion  (of  the  universe). 

By  continually  muttering  (him)  all  become  pious  people,  by  meditating  on  the  One  name  many 
are  saved. 

(4).  Deep,  profound  and  endless  is  the  Lord,  he  has  no  end  nor  limit  whatever. 

By  thy  mercy  Nanak  sings  (thy)  excellences,  meditating  and  meditating  he  adores  the  Lord. 

XXXVII.     CIV. 

(1).  Thou  art  endless,  not  passing  away,  inapprehensible,  all  this  (universe)  is  thy  form. 
What  cleverness  shall  we  creatures  practise,  when  all  is  in  thee  ? 


0  my  true  Guru,  protect  thy  own  child,  assuming  an  incarnation !  * 

Give  (me)  wisdom,  (that)  I  may  always  sing  (thy)  excellences,  0  my  unattainable,  boundless  Lord  ! 
(2).  As  in  the  womb  of  the  mother  that  creature  is  preserved,  taking  the  name  as  (its)  support : 
(So)  he  is  happy,  who  at  every  breath  remembers  (the  name),  fire  *  does  not  touch  (him). 
(3).  Remove  the  love  to  another's  property,  to  another's  wife,  to  slandering  others  ! 
Serve  the  lotus-foot  in  thy  heart  by  the  support  of  the  perfect  Guru ! 

1  Wittl  *•/•  sport,  play,  stands  here  for  wlwi^STd>  a  descent  of  sport  =  an  incarnation  of  Vishnu. 
!  *HJ|Alfd  =  *W3T^>  &r'  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 
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(4).  House,  mansion,  palace,  whatever  is  seen,  nothing  (goes)  with  (thee). 

As  long  as  thou  livest  in  the  time  of  the  Kali-yug,  rememher  the  name,  (says)  humble  Nanak. 


ASA ;    GHAR  III. ;    MAHALA  V. 

Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     XXXVIII.     CV. 

(1).  Dominion,  property,  youth,  house,  splendour,  beautiful  youth; 
Much  wealth,  elephants  and  horses,  rubies,  the  price  (of  which  is)  Lakhs  (of  Rupees)  :  * 
(All  these)  are  further  on  (=in  the  other  world)  at  the  gate  (of  Hari)  of  no  use,  the  proud  one 
departs  leaving  (them)  behind. 

Pause. 

"Why  is  the  mind  applied  (to  anything)  but  the  One  ? 

In  rising  and  sitting,  in  sleeping  and  waking,  continually  Hari  should  be  meditated  upon ! 
(2).  (Whose)  courts  are  very  wonderful  and  beautiful,  (who)  has  acquired  high  praises  in  battle  ; '' 
"Who  boasts  with  his  mouth  :  I  will  kill,  bind  (and)  set  free  ! 

("When)  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  has  come,  he  departs  giving  up  (all)  in  one  day. 
(3).  He  does  many  works  and  contrivances,  (but)  the  creator  he  does  not  know. 
He  gives  instruction  (to  others),  but  he  himself  does  not  do  the  truth,  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he 
does  not  recognize. 

He  has  come  naked  and  will  go  naked,  as  an  elephant  shakes  off  the  dust. 

(4).  Hear,  0  my  pious  friend  :  all  this  expansion  is  false  ! 

Saying':  "  mine,  mine"  they  are  drowned,  the  ignorant  people  are  consumed  and  die. 

Nanak,  having  met  with  the  Guru,  meditates  on  the  name,  by  the  true  name  he  is  saved. 


RAG  ASA  ;    GHAR  V. ;    MAHALA  V. 
Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     XXXIX.     CVI. 

(1).  That  whole  world  is  in  error, 

(Being)  blind  by  (worldly)  occupations  ;  some  (rare)  man  of  Hari  wakes. 

(2).  (Their)  life  is  absorbed  (in)  love  to  the  very  fascinating  and  beloved  (Maya). 

Some  rare  one  forsakes  (her). 

(3).  The  incomparable  lotus-foot  of  Hari  is  the  mantra  of  the  saints. 

Some  (rare)  pious  man  clings  (to  it). 

(4).  Nanak  wakes  in  the  society  of  the  pious  out  of  love  to  divine  knowledge. 

On  him,  whose  lot  is  great,  mercy  (is  bestowed). 

1  vPHi  (Vv\>  corrupted  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  instead  of  ffan?5T  (Pers.  Arab,  ajlx^j ,  earnest  money  = 
price,  cost). 

2  \T5TWT  s.m.  a  panegyrical  kind  of  poetry,  in  which  the  bravery  of  heroes,  etc.,  is  extolled ;  thence 
praises,  panegyrics  generally. 
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Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
RAGU  ASA. ;    GHAR  VI. ;    MAHALA  V. 

I.     XL.     CVII. 

(1).  Who  pleases  thee,  he  is  accepted,  even  that  is  the  happiness  and  tranquillity  (of)  the  mind. 
The  powerful  cause  of  causes  is  boundless,  there  is  no  other,  0  friend  ! 


The  people  delight  in  singing  thy  excellences. 

The  advice,  counsel  and  cleverness  of  (thy)  people  is  what  thou  dost  and  causest  (them)  to  do. 

(2).  Nectar  is  thy  name,  0  beloved,  in  the  society  of  the  pious  (its)  juice  is  obtained. 

Those  people  become  satiated  (and)  full  (of  it),  (by  whom)  Hari,  the  depository  of  happiness,  is  sung. 

(3).  "Who  is  in  thy  protection,  0  Lord,  he  has  no  care. 

On  whom  thy  kindness  is  bestowed,  they  are  good  wholesale  merchants,  0  Lord  ! 

(4).  All  error,  spiritual  blindness  and  mischievousness  are  gone  off  since  the  sight  (of  Hari)  was  obtained. 

Nanak  has  made  the  true  name  his  occupation,  in  love  to  the  name  of  Hari  he  is  sunk. 

II.     XLI.     CVIII. 

(1).  "Who  washes  another's  filth,1  he  (through)  several  births,  obtains  his  own  doing  (=  deserts). 

Here  (he  finds)  no  comfort  (and  there)  at  the  threshold  (no)  entrance,  having  gone  to  the  city  of 

Tama  he  is  tormented. 

Pause. 

By  the  slanderer  his  whole  life  is  lost. 

(Here)  he  cannot  reach  anything,  further  on  (in  the  other  world)  he  gets  no  place. 

(2).  (When)  the  lot  of  the  helpless  slanderer  has  fallen,  what  will  that  poor  man  do  ? 

He  is  ruined  there,  where  no  one  protects  (him),  to  whom  shall  he  raise  his  voice  ? 

(3).  No  salvation  (accrues  to)  the  slanderer  in  any  way,  thus  it  pleases  the  Lord. 

"Who  calumniates  the  piou3,  by  him  no  tranquillity''  (and)  happiness  are  enjoyed. 

(4).  The  pious  are  relying  on  thee,  0  Lord,  thou  art  the  assistant  of  the  pious. 

Nanak  says :  the  pious  are  preserved  by  Hari,  the  slanderers  are  swept  away  (by  him). 

III.     XLII.     CIX. 

(1).  (Who)  washes  his  outside  (white),  heart  and  mind  (being)  filthy,  he  loses  both  his  places. 
Here  he  is  sunk  in  lust,  wrath  and  spiritual  blindness,  in  the  other  world  he  will  sob  and  weep. 

Pause. 
The  way  of  worshipping  Govind  is  different ! 

The  hillock  is  beaten,  (but)  the  snake  does  not  die,  the  snake ''  does  not  hear  the  name. 
(2).  The  practice  of  the  Maya  is  given  up,  (and  yet)  he  does  not  know  the  essence  of  devotion. 
He  gives  himself  to  speculation  on  the  Veda  and  the  Shastras,  (and  yet)  he  does  not  become  ac- 
quainted with  truth.4 

1  The  sense  is  :  to  wash  the  filthy  clothes  of  another,  i.e.  to  criticize  his  actions. 

2  jfe  is  here  =  ?rff3  s.f. 

3  3BT  (Hindi  <5fTT>  Sansk.  ^gTSgTj),  a  kind  of  snake  (a  lizard  without  feet).  The  sense  of  these  two 
lines  is  :  the  way  of  adoring1  Govind  is  different  from  the  practice  of  the  people,  who  only  touch  the  outside 
(the  hillock,  in  which  the  snake  is  hidden)  without  killing  the  snake  itself  (selfishness). 

4  33  tPI  =  33  Sfoi  tTT  being  here  used  as  a  postposition. 
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(3).  As  a  false  rupee  is  discovered,  when  it  comes  into  the  sight  of  the  money-changer : 

(So)  the  inward  governor  knows  everything ;  what  is  hidden  from  him  ? 

(4).  The  groundless  (=  false)  m|n  is  destroyed  in  a  moment  by  (his)  falsehood,  hypocrisy  and  deceit. 

True,  true,  true  he  is  called  by  Nanak,  (who)  in  his  own  heart  perceives  and  remembers  (Hari). 

IV.  XLIIL     CX. 

(1).  (Who)  is  making  efforts,  (his)  mind  becomes  pure,  he  dances  having  removed  his  own  self. 
(Who)  is  collected  in  (his)  mind,  he  keeps  the  five  persons1  in  subjection. 

Pause. 
Thy  people  dance  and  sing  thy  excellences. 

The  rebeck,  tambourine,  cymbal  and  string  of  toe-bells  emit  a  sound,  (though)  unbeaten. 
(2).  (Who)  first  instructs  his  own  mind  and  afterwards  gladdens  others. 
(Who)  mutters  the  name  of  Earn  in  his  heart  and  with  his  mouth  lets  all  (men)  hear  (it). 
(3).  (Who)  with  his  hand  washes  the  feet  of  the  pious,  (who)  applies  the  dust  of  the  saints  to  his  body. 
(Who)  offers  up  his  heart  and  body  and  puts  (them)  before  the  Guru,  he  obtains  the  true  thing. 
(4).  Whoever  hears  and  beholds  with  faith,  the  pain  of  his  birth  and  death  goes  off. 
Such  a  dance  removes  hell ;  Nanak  (says) :  the  disciple  wakes. 

V.  XLIV.     CXI. 

V 

(1).  A  low  Candal  woman  becomes  a  Brahmani,  from  a  Shudra  woman  (one)  becomes  the  best,  0  dear! 
The  insatiable  thirst  of  hell  and  heaven  is  quenched  and  devoured,  0  dear  ! 

Pause. 

The  cat  of  the  house  is  taught  something  else,  seeing  the  mouse  it  is  frightened,  0  dear  ! 

The  lion  is  given  into  the  power  of  the  goat  by  the  Guru,  (the  goat)  is  set  by  him  on  the  dog. 

(2).  Without  posts  the  roof  is  supported,  by  the  houseless  a  house  is  obtained. 

Without  a  setter  the  setting  (of  jewels)  is  made,  a  wonderful  (precious)  stone  is  set,  0  dear ! 

(3).  The  complainer  is  not  reaching  his  object  by  means  of  complaint,  by  silence  a  decision  is 
obtained,  0  dear! 

She  who  is  sitting  in  wealth  on  a  carpet  takes  a  corpse  and  runs  to  show  it  to  the  eyes. 

(4).  That  ignorant  one  says :  I  know ;  he,  who  is  knowing,  (says)  :  I  do  not  investigate  (it) 
minutely,  0  dear ! 

Nanak  says :  (to  whom)  the  Guru  has  given  nectar  to  drink,  he  delighting  (in  it)  is  made  happy. 

VI.    XLV.     CXII. 

(1).  Cutting  (my)  bonds  (my)  vices  are  forgotten  (by  him),  his  own  greatness  is  remembered  (by  him). 
He  became  kind  (to  me)  like  a  mother  and  father,  like  a  child  (I  was)  cherished  (by  him). 


The  disciples  of  the  Guru  are  preserved  by  Gopal,  the  Guru. 

They  are  drawn  out  (by  him)  from  the  great  water  of  existence  bestowing  his  glance  (of  favour 
on  them). 

(2).  By  remembering  whom  one  escapes  from  Yama  and  gets  happiness  here  and  there : 

(Him)  mutter  at  (every)  breath  and  morsel  with  (thy)  tongue,  continually  (his)  excellences  should 
be  sung ! 


1  The  five  persons  are  5J"W>  aTT>  etc. 
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(3).  By  devotion  with  love  the  highest  step  is  obtained,  in  the  society  of  the  saints  pain  is  extinguished. 
(Such  a  one)  is  neither  consumed  nor  does  he  go,  no  fear  whatever  enters  (him),  the  spotless  property 
of  Hari  he  takes  possession  of. 

(4).  At  the  time  of  the  end  the  Lord  becomes  (my)  assistant,  here  and  there  he  is  (my)  protector. 
He  is  the  friend  of  (my)  life,  (my)  beloved,  my  wealth  ;  ISanak  is  always  a  sacrifice  (to  him). 

VII.  XLVI.     CXIII. 

(1).  When  thou  art  (my)  Lord,  what  fear  (should  I  entertain)?  without  thee  whom  should  I  praise  ? 
(When  I  have)  thee  alone,  then  I  have  everything,  without  thee  I  have  none  other. 

Pause. 
0  father,  I  have  seen,  that  the  world  is  poison. 
Keep  me,  0  my  Lord,  thy  name  is  my  support ! 

(2).  Thou  knowest  all  the  pain  of  the  mind,  to  whom  else  should  it  be  told  ? 
Without  the  name  the  whole  world  is  mad ;  (if)  the  name  is  obtained,  happiness  is  acquired. 
(3).  What  shall  be  said,  to  whom  shall  it  be  told  ?  what  is  to  be  said,  that  is  with  (thee),  0  Lord  ! 
Everything  is  thy  work,  my  hope  is  continually  (put)  in  thee. 
(4).  If  thou  givest  greatness,  it  is  thy  greatness,  here  and  there  I  meditate  on  thee. 
0  Lord  of  Hanak,  who  art  always  giving  happiness,  thy  one  name  is  my  salvation. 

VIII.  XLVII.     CXIV. 

(1),  Nectar  is  thy  name,  0  Lord,  this  great  juice  is  drunk  by  (thy)  people. 
The  burdens  of  fear  of  repeated  birth  have  ceased,  sin  is  extinct,  error  is  gone.1 


Seeing  (thy)  sight  I  live. 

Having  heard  thy  words,  0  true  Guru,  my  mind  and  body  have  become  tranquil. 
(2).  By  thy  mercy  the  society  of  the  pious  was  obtained  (by  me),  this  work  was  done  by  thyself. 
Thy  feet,  0  Lord,  were  firmly  seized  (by  me)  and  the  poison  was  (thus)  easily  destroyed. 
(3).  Thy  name,  0  Lord,  is  the  depository  of  happiness,  this  imperishable  mantra  I  obtained. 
By  the  Guru  it  was  given  to  me  out  of  mercy,  my  heat,  pain  and  enmity  departed. 
(4).  Blessed  is  he,  who  has  obtained  a  human  body,  whom  the  Lord  has  taken  to  union  with  himself. 
Blessed  is  that  Kali-yuga,  (where)  in  the  society  of  the  pious  the  praise  (of  Hari)  is  sung !    Nanak 
says)  :  the  name  (is)  the  support  (of  my)  heart. 

IX.     XLVIII.     CXV. 

(1).  He  (the  Supreme)  has  been  before  everything,2  what  other  knowledge  doeB  one  have  ? 
His  own  erring  and  misled  child  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  pardons. 


My  true  Guru  is  always  merciful,  he  protects  me,  the  poor  one. 

(My)  sickness  is  cut  off  (by  him),  great  happiness  is  obtained  (by  me),  the  nectar-name  of  Hari  is 
put  into  (my)  mouth  (by  him). 

(2).  (My)  many  sins  are  taken  away,  (my)  bonds  are  cut,  (I)  have  become  emancipated. 
From  the  very  horrible  blind  well  (I)  am  drawn  out  by  the  Guru  seizing  (my)  arm. 

1  ■*ft#,  P-P-  of  <£%&[  to  go  (SindhI  fwt). 

2  The  words  ought  to  be  put  in  the  following  order  :  IWTSTvft  ITS  'fifS'  5  • 
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(3).  (1)  have  become  fearless,  all  fear  is  effaced,  (I)  am  protected  by  the  protector. 
Such  is  thy  gift,  0  my  Lord,  all  (my)  affairs  are  adjusted  (by  thee). 
(4).  The  depository  of  (all)  qualities,  the  Lord,  I  have  acquired  in  (my)  heart. 
Nanak  has  fallen  on  (his)  asylum* and  is  happy. 

X.     XLIX.     CXVL 
(1).  (When)  thou  art  forgotten,  then  every  one  (becomes)  an  enemy  (to  me). 
(When)  thou  comest  into  (my)  thought,  then  (every  one  does)  service  (to  me). 
No  one  else  is  known  (besides  thee),  0  true,  inapprehensible  and  inscrutable  one  ! 


(When)  thou  comest  into  (my)  thought,  then  (thou  art)  always  merciful  (to  me),  what  (can)  by  the 
helpless  people  (be  done)  ? 

Say,  who  should  be  called  bad  (or)  good  ?  all  are  thy  creatures ! 

(2).  I  rely  on  thee,  thou  art  (my)  support,  thou  keepest  (me)  giving  (me)  thy  hand. 

On  whom  thy  mercy  is,  that  man  no  calamity  whatever  devours. 

(3).  That  is  happiness,  that  is  greatness,  which  is  pleasing,  0  Lord,  to  (thy)  mind. 

Thou  art  wise,  thou  art  always  kind,  (if)  the  name  be  obtained,  I  enjoy  pleasure. 

(4).  Before  thee  is  my  prayer :  soul  and  body  is  all  thine. 

Nanak  says :  all  is  thy  greatness,  nobody  knows  my  name. 

XL     L.     CXVII. 

(1).  (If)  the  Lord,  the  inward  governor,  bestows  mercy,  Hari  is  obtained  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 
(If)  he,  having  opened  the  shutters,  shows  (his)  sight,  one  is  not  subject  again  to  regeneration. 


Meet  with  the  beloved  Lord  and  thou  wilt  remove  all  thy  pain,  0  dear ! 

Cross  in  the  society  of  him,  by  whom  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  adored  in  (his)  heart ! 

(2).  (Who)  wanders  about  in  a  great  desert  and  in  an  ocean  of  fire,  (who  is)  living  in  joy  and  grief : 

(His)  mind  becomes  pure  having  met  with  the  true  Guru,  by  muttering  the  immortal  Hari  with 
(his)  tongue. 

(3).  (By  whom)  his  body  and  all  his  wealth  is  set  up  (as  the  object  of  his  thoughts),  he  is  bound 
(by)  a  soft  fetter. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Gruru  (his)  births  are  cut  off,  (by  whom)  the  name  of  Hari  is  adored. 

(4).  They  are  kept  by  the  Lord,  the  preserver,  who  are  pleasing  to  their  own  Lord. 

Soul  and  body  is  all  thine,  0  donor !  Nanak  is  always  a  sacrifice  (to  thee). 

XII.    LI.     CXYIII. 

Pause. 

(Thou  hast)  escaped  from  spiritual  blindness  (and)  dull  sleep,  what  favour  was  bestowed  (on  thee), 
Odear? 

The  very  fascinating  (Maya)  does  not  affect  thee,  how  is  thy  sloth  gone,  0  dear  ? 

(1).  Lust,  wrath  and  egotism  are  hard,  who  has  escaped  (from  them)  by  means  of  continence,  0  dear  ? 

The  excellent  men,  Devas  and  Asuras,  are  subject  to  the  three  qualities,  the  whole  world  is  robbed 
(by  them),  0  dear ! 

(2).  The  fire  of  a  burning  forest  consumes  much  grass,  some  green  shrub  is  saved,  0  dear ! 

Such  a  powerful  one  I  cannot  describe,  nothing  like  him  can  be  told,  0  dear. 
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(3).  In  the  chamber  of  lamp-black  (I  have  not  become)  black,  a  spotless  colour  was  applied,  0  dear ! 

The  great  mantra  of  the  Guru  dwelled  in  (my)  heart,  the  wonderful  name  was  heard  (by  me), 
0  dear ! 

(4).  Bestowing  mercy  (on  me)  the  Lord  is  looking  (on  me)  with  a  glance  of  favour,  he  applied  me 
to  his  own  foot. 

By  devotion  (with)  love  I  obtained  happiness,  0  Nanak,  I  entered  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
RAGU  ASA  ;    GEAR  VII. ;    MAHALA  V. 

I.    LIL    CXIX. 

(1).  Red  short  breeches  shine  on  thy  body. 

Thou  art  pleasing  (to  thy)  sweetheart,  his  mind  is  captivated  (by  thee). 


By  whom  is  thy  redness  made  ? 

By  what  colour  hast  thou  become  red  ? 

(2).  Thou  art  beautiful,  thou  (enjoyest)  a  good  fortune. 

In  thy  house  is  the  sweetheart,  in  thy  house  is  good  luck. 

(3).  Thou  art  virtuous,  thou  art  the  most  excellent. 

Thou  art  pleasing  to  the  beloved,  thou  art  very  intelligent. 

(4).  (Thou)  art  pleasing  to  the  beloved,  therefore  (thou  art)  of  red  colour. 

Nanak  says :  by  (his)  favourable  look  (thou  art)  exalted. 


Hear,  0  my  (female)  friend,  this  is  the  way  of  (my)  passing  the  time. 
The  Lord  himself  is  adorning  (me) . 

ii.  Lin.   cxx. 

(1).  When  (my)  troubles  are  intense,  they  are  receding, 
Now  that  I  have  been  advised,  (that  he  is)  in  (my)  presence. 


Submissiveness  has  ceased,  0  friend  and  companion  ! 

My  error  is  gone,  by  the  Guru  (I  am)  united  with  (my)  beloved.1 

(2).  I  am  brought  near  and  placed  on  the  bed  by  the  beloved. 

I  am  released  from  paying  submissiveness  (to  others). 

(3).  In  my  house  there  is  light  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

In  joy  my  Lord  is  joking  (with  me). 

(4).  On  my  forehead  a  good  lot  (is  written),  (my)  beloved  has  come  to  my  house. 

A  firm  happy  wifehood  (I  have)  obtained,  0  humble  Nanak  ! 

III.     LIV.     CXXI. 

(1).  My  mind  is  applied  to  the  true  name. 

(But  outwardly)  I  jest  and  talk  with  the  people.2 

1  ytff  =  5^35^,  (I  am)  united  ;  the  subject  must  be  gathered  from  the  context. 

2  tfsi  =  <rar>  j°ke>  jest ;  ^rnr  =  wt%,  *alk.  speech. 
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Outwardly  good  terms  with  all  are  kept  up. 

(But  inwardly)  I  remain  uncontaminated  like  a  lotus  in  the  water. 

(2).  By  word  of  mouth  I  am  conversing  with  all. 

(But)  my  own  soul  I  keep  with  the  Lord. 

(3).  Much  ecstasy  also  comes  into  sight. 

This  mind  is  the  dust  of  the  feet  of  all. 

(4).  Humble  Nanak  has  obtained  the  perfect  Guru. 

The  One  is  shown  (to  him  as  being)  inside  and  outside. 

IV.     LV.     CXXII. 

(1).  The  girl1  is  obtaining  pleasures  in  youth. 
(But)  without  the  name  she  is  mingled  with  dust. 


In  her  ear  is  an  ear-ring,  (fine)  clothes  are  put  on. 

(Her)  bed  is  comfortable,  in  (her)  mind  she  is  proud. 

(2).  Beneath  (her)  an  elephant,  above  (her)  an  umbrella  of  gold. 

(But)  without  devotion  to  Hari  she  is  buried  in  the  earth. 

(3).  (One  may  have)  many  beautiful  women. 

(But)  without  love  to  Hari  every  taste  is  insipid. 

(4).  The  Maya  is  deceitful,  diseases  are  spread  out  (by  her).8 

Nanak  is  in  the  asylum  of  the  Lord,  the  kind  Supreme  Spirit. 

V.     LVI.     CXXIII. 
(1).  There  is  a  garden,  (in  which)  many  trees  are  planted. 
The  nectar-name  is  produced  on  them  as  fruit. 

Pause. 
0  wise  one,  make  such  a  contemplation, 
By  which  the  state  of  final  emancipation  may  be  obtained  ! 

Round  about  are  ponds  of  poison,  in  the  midst  (of  that  garden)  is  nectar,  0  brother ! 
(2).  There  is  one  gardener,  who  waters  (the  trees). 
He  takes  care  of  the  branches  every  morning.3 
(3).  Every  tree  is  brought  and  firmly  planted. 
Every  one  blossoms,  not  one  is  fruitless. 

(4).  "Who  obtains  the  nectar-fruit  of  the  name  from  the  Guru  : 
He  crosses  the  Maya,  (says)  Nanak,  the  slave. 

VI.     LVII.     CXXIV. 

(1).  Royal  sports  are  made  by  thy  name. 

The  Yoga  (deep  meditation)  is  made  by  singing  thy  praise. 

1  ITJ^tn  =  y  IWl>  girl.  The  words  in  these  verses  are  exceedingly  disfigured,  as  the  author  took  no 
pains  to  choose  suitable  words. 

2  f^fStoTT  =  ftTM%  (from  f%P*3J5T.  to  be  spread  out). 

3  The  Lahore  lithographed  copy  reads  MT3TJ3.  the  M8S.  No.  2484:  VfsmfS.  No.2483:  \n3MT5;  the 
first  two  readings  are  wrong,  as  they  give  no  sense,  the  last,  IfT&VTS')  is  =  Sansk.  UTHI  TTTrl.j  every  morning, 
which  suits  well  the  context. 
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Pause. 
All  comforts  are  brought  about  in  thy  shelter. 
The  curtains  of  error  are  opened  by  the  true  Guru. 
(2).  By  comprehending  the  order  (of  Hari)  pleasures  are  enjoyed. 
In  the  service  of  the  true  Guru  (there  is)  great  emancipation. 

(3).  By  whom  thou  art  known,  he  is  in  his  married  state  of  mortified  passions  and  accepted. 
Who  is  attached  to  the  name,  he  is  emancipated. 
(4).  Who  has  obtained  the  treasure  of  the  name  : 
His  treasury  is  full,  says  Nanak. 

VII.    LVIII.     CXXV. 

(1).  (If)  I  go  to  a  Tirtha,  (I  see  that)  they  are  practising  egotism  (there). 
(If)  I  ask  the  Pandits,  they  are  attached  to  the  Maya. 

Pause. 
Show  me  that  place,  0  friend ! 

Where  there  i3  continually  the  praise  of  Hari  (going  on). 
(2).  By  reflection  on  the  Shastras  and  Vedas,  on  merit  and  demerit : 
There  is  again  and  again  descent  to  hell  (and  ascent  to)  heaven. 
(3).  In  the  married  state  there  is  care,  dejection  and  selfishness. 
Works  bring  trouble  to  the  soul. 

(4).  By  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  the  mind  becomes  subjected. 
Nanak  (says) :  (who  becomes)  a  disciple,  by  him  the  Maya  is  crossed. 


In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  praise  of  Hari  is  sung. 
This  place  is  obtained  from  the  Guru. 

VIII.     LIX.     CXXVI. 

(1).  In  the  house  is  happiness,  outside  (of  it)  also  is  happiness. 
By  remembering  Hari  all  troubles  are  destroyed. 

Pause. 
(There  are)  all  comforts  (enjoyed),  when  thou  comest  into  (one's)  thought. 
That  man  mutters  (thy)  name,  who  pleases  thee. 
(2).  Body  and  mind  become  cool  by  muttering  thy  name. 
Who  is  muttering  Hari,  Hari,  the  tent  of  his  pain  tumbles  down. 
(3).  Who  comprehends  the  order,  he  is  accepted, 
Whose  mark  is  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru). 
(4).  By  the  perfect  Guru  the  name  of  Hari  is  made  fast  (in  me). 
Nanak  (says) :  I.  have  obtained  happiness  in  (my)  mind. 

IX.     LX.     CXXVII. 

(1).  Wherever  thou  sendest  (me),  there  I  go. 
The  happiness,  thou  givest,  that  I  obtain. 

Pause. 
(I  am)  always  (thy)  slave,  0  Lord  Govind ! 
By  thy  mercy  I  am  fully  satiated. 
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(2)f  What  thou  givest,  that  I  put  on  and  eat. 

By  thy  favour,  0  Lord,  I  get  on  comfortably. 

(3).  In  my  mind  and  body  I  meditate  on  thee. 

No  one  I  compare  with  thee. 

(4).  Nanak  says  :  continually  I  thus  meditate. 

(My)  salvation  is  effected  by  clinging  to  the  feet  of  the  pious. 

X.     LXL     CXXVIII. 
(1).  In  rising,  sitting  and  sleeping  he  Bhould  be  meditated  upon  ! 
In  going  on  the  road  Hari,  Hari  should  be  sung ! 

Pause. 
With  the  ear  the  nectar-story  should  be  heard  ! 

By  whom  it  is  heard,  in  (his)  mind  joy  springs  up,  all  the  pain  and  disease  of  (his)  mind  go  off. 
(2).  (If)  in  every  work,  on  the  road,  in  the  places  of  resort  he  be  muttered : 
The  nectar  of  Hari  is  drunk  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 
(3).  (By  whom)  day  and  night  the  praise  of  Hari  is  sung: 
That  man  is  not  put  into  the  road  of  (=  to)  Tama. 
(4).  By  whom  he  (Hari)  is  not  forgotten  the  eight  watches : 
By  clinging  to  his  feet  salvation  is  obtained,  (says)  Nanak. 

XL    LXII.     CXXIX. 

(1).  By  remembering  whom  thou  dwellest  in  comfort; 
Happiness  is  enjoyed  and  pain  is  effaced  : 


Be  joyful  (and)  sing  the  excellences  of  (that)  Lord  ! 

Conciliate  continually  thy  own  true  Guru  ! 

(2).  Do  the  true  word  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

Being  firmly  seated  in  (thy)  house  thou  wilt  obtain  thy  Lord. 

(3).  (If)  the  ill  conduct  of  another  thou  dost  not  keep  in  (thy)  mind  : 

Pain  (will)  not  (befall  thee),  0  brother  and  friend  ! 

(4).  (To  whom)  by  the  Guru  the  mantra  of  Hari  is  given : 

He  knows  day  by  day  this  happiness,  (says)  Nanak. 

XII.     LXIII.     CXXX. 

(1).  Whom,  being  low,  nobody  knows  : 

Him,  when  muttering  the  name,  the  four  corners  (of  the  earth)  mind. 

Pause. 
I  ask  for  thy  sight,  give  it  me,  0  beloved! 
Who  is  not  saved  by  thy  service  ? 
(2).  Near  whom  nobody  goes : 
His  feet  the  whole  creation  rubs  and  washes. 
(3).  The  man,  who  is  not  of  any  use  : 
His  name  is  muttered  by  the  favour  of  the  saints. 

(4).  When  (my)  sleeping  mind  becomes  wakeful  in  the  society  of  the  pious 
Then  the  Lord  becomes  sweet  to  Nanak. 
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XIII.     LXIV.     CXXXI. 
(1).  The  only  One  I  behold  with  (my)  eyes. 
Continually  I  remember  the  name  of  Hari. 


I  sing  the  excellences  of  Earn,  Ram,  Ram. 

By  the  majesty  of  the  saints  I  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  in  the  society  of  the  pious,  0  dear  ! 

(2).  In  whose  string  everything  is  strung : 

He  is  contained  in  every  creature. 

(3).  He  is  making  production  and  destruction  in  a  moment. 

He  himself,  who  is  without  qualities,  remains  distinct  (from  all). 

(4).  The  inward  governor  is  the  cause  of  causes. 

The  Lord  of  Eanak  is  enjoying  happiness. 

XIV.     LXV.     CXXXII. 
(1).  (Who)  were  made  to  wander  about  in  crores  of  births  : 
They  won  a  (human)  body,  hard  to  acquire,  (and)  are  not  overcome. 

Pause. 
Sins  are  destroyed,  pain  and  trouble  are  removed. 
They  become  purified  by  the  dust  of  the  saints. 
(2).  The  saints  of  the  Lord,  (who  are)  able  to  save  (others), 
Meet  with  him,  for  whom  exactly  union  (with  them  is  written). 
(3).  In  (his)  mind  (is)  joy,  (to  whom)  the  Guru  has  given  (his)  mantra. 
(His)  thirst  is  quenched,  (his)  mind  becomes  immovable. 
(4).  The  name  is  the  (best)  thing,  the  nine  treasures  and  (all)  perfections. 
Nanak  (says) :  from  the  Guru  understanding  is  obtained. 

XV.     LXVI.     CXXXIII. 

(1).  Thirst  is  effaced,  ignorance  and  darkness. 
By  the  service  of  the  pious  many  sins  are  cut  off. 


Happiness,  tranquillity  and  much  joy 

Are  obtained  by  the  service  of  the  Guru ;  (his)  mind  (becomes)  pure,  (by  whom)  the  name  of  Hari, 
Hari,  Hari,  Hari  is  heard. 

(2).  The  foolish  presumption  of  the  mind  is  destroyed. 

The  will  of  the  Lord  becomes  sweet. 

(3).  The  feet  of  the  perfect  Guru  are  seized. 

The  sins  of  crores  of  births  go  off. 

(4).  This  jewel  of  birth  becomes  fruitful  (to  him), 

(On  whom)  the  Lord  bestows  mercy,  says  Eanak. 

XVI.     LXVII.     CXXXIV. 

(1).  My  own  true  Guru  I  remember  continually. 
The  feet  of  the  Guru  I  brush  with  (my)  hair. 

Pause. 
Wake,  0  my  wakeful  mind ! 

Without  Hari  no  one  is  of  use  (to  thee),  false  is  the  fascination  (of  the  Maya),  false  the  expansion 
(of  the  world) ! 
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(2).  Bestow  (thy)  love  on  the  word  of  the  Guru ! 

(If)  the  Guru  become  merciful  (to  thee),  (thy)  pain  goes. 

(3).  "Without  the  Guru  there  is«o  other  place. 

The  Guru  is  bountiful,  the  Guru  gives  the  name. 

(4).  The  Guru  himself  is  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord. 

Mutter,  0  Nanak,  the  Guru  the  eight  watches ! 

XVII.     LXVIIL     CXXXV. 

(1).  He  himself  is  the  tree  (and)  the  spread  out  branches  (of  it). 
He  himself  keeps  his  own  field. 


"Wherever  I  see,  there  is  that  One. 

In  every  creature  is  that  one  himself. 

(2).  He  himself  is  the  sun  and  the  expansion  of  (his)  rays. 

He  is  hidden,  he  is  the  appearance. 

(3).  One  may  fix  (his)  name  as  having  all  qualities  and  as  having  none. 

Both  (names)  meeting  together  are  united  (in  him). 

(4).  Mnak  says :  by  the  Guru  error  and  fear  are  put  aside. 

The  blissful  (Supreme)  is  seen '  by  every  eye. 

XVIII.     LXIX.     CXXXVI. 

(1).  I  do  not  know  any  contrivance  and  dexterity. 
Day  and  night  I  praise  thy  name. 


I  am  vicious  and  have  not  any  virtue. 

That  Lord  is  doing  and  causing  to  be  done  (everything). 

(2).  I  am  foolish,  doltish,  ignorant  and  thoughtless. 

I  am  longing  in  my  mind  after  thy  name. 

(3).  Muttering,  austerities,  continence  and  works  I  do  not  practise. 

The  name  of  the  Lord  I  adore  in  (my)  mind. 

(4).  I  do  not  know  anything,  little  is  my  understanding. 

Nanak  says :  (I  am)  in  thy  asylum,  0  Lord! 

XIX.     LXX.     CXXXVII. 

(1).  Hari,  Hari,  these  two  words  are  (my)  rosary. 

Muttering  and  muttering  (them)  he  became  merciful  (to  me)  the  poor  one. 


I  make  supplication  to  my  own  true  Guru : 

Mercifully  keep  (me)  in  (thy)  asylum,  give  me  the  muttering  of  Hari,  Hari ! 

(2).  (Who)  keeps  the  rosary  of  Hari  in  his  heart : 

He  removes  the  pain  of  regeneration  and  death. 

(3).  "Who  keeps  (him)  in  (his)  heart  and  utters  with  (his)  mouth  :  Hari,  Hari ! 

That  man  does  not  vacillate  in  any  way  neither  here  nor  there. 

(4).  Nanak  says :  who  is  imbued  with  love  to  the  name  : 

"With  him  the  rosary  of  Hari  goes  (to  the  other  world). 

1  Wrcfcfe'HT  =  ^H^tf^R«T»  seen,  beheld. 
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XX.     LXXI.     CXXXVIII. 

(1).  ("Who)  becomes  his,  whose  everything  is  : 
That  man  no  contamination  whatever  enters. 

Pause. 
The  servant  of  Hari  is  always  emancipated. 

Whatever  he  does,  that  is  good ;  the  practice  of  the  slave  of  the  pious  people  is  exceedingly  pure. 
(2).  "Who,  having  forsaken  all,  has  come  to  the  asylum  of  Hari : 
How  should  the  Maya  enter  that  man  ? 
(3).  In  whose  mind  the  treasure  of  the  name  is  : 
He  has  no  care  not  even  in  a  dream. 
(4).  Nanak  says :  (by  whom)  the  true  Guru  is  obtained  : 
All  (his)  error  and  infatuation  are  extinguished. 

XXI.     LXXII.     CXXXIX. 

(1).  When  my  Lord  has  become  kindly  disposed  (to  me) : 
Then,  say,  how  should  pain  and  error  (be)  near  (me)  ? 

Pause. 
Having  heard,  having  heard  the  report  about  thee  I  live. 
Save  me,  who  am  destitute  of  virtues ! 
(2).  Pain  is  effaced,  care  is  forgotten. 

Fruit  is  obtained  by  muttering  the  mantra  of  the  true  Guru. 
(3).  He  is  true,  he  is  true. 

Remembering  and  remembering  string  and  keep  (him)  in  thy  bosom  ! 
(4).  Nanak  says  :  what  work  has  he  (to  do), 
In  whose  mind  the  name  of  Hari  dwells  ? 

XXII.     LXXIII.     CXL. 

(1).  By  lust,  wrath  and  egotism  (people)  are  ruined. 
By  remembering  Hari  the  people  of  Hari  are  set  free. 

Pause. 
Those  are  drunk  in  the  intoxication  of  the  Maya. 
The  devotees  are  waking  and  given  to  the  remembrance  of  Hari. 

(2).  By  reason  of  spiritual  blindness  and  error  one  is  made  to  wander  about  in  many  wombs. 
The  devotee  is  stationary,  (by  whom)  the  feet  of  Hari  are  meditated  on. 
(3).  (I  am)  shutting  up  the  blind  well  (of)  my  house. 
The  saints  are  emancipated,  who  comprehend,  (that)  Hari  is  near  (them). 
(4).  Nanak  says :  who  is  in  the  asylum  of  the  Lord : 
He  gets  here  happiness  and  in  the  other  world  salvation. 

XXIII.     LXXIV.     CXLI. 


(1).  Thou  art  my  wave,  I  am  thy  fish. 
Thou  art  my  Lord,  I  am  at  thy  gate. 


Pause. 


Thou  art  my  creator,  I  am  thy  servant. 

I  have  seized  (thy)  asylum,  0  Lord,  weighty  with  excellences ! 
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(2).  Thou  art  my  life,  thou  (art)  my  support. 

Having  seen  thee  the  lotus  (of  my  heart)  opens. 

(3).  Thou  art  my  salvation  and,  honour,  my  ground  for  assurance. 

Thou  art  powerful,  I  am  saved  hy  thee. 

(4).  May  I  daily  mutter  the  name,  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences  ! 

This  prayer  Kanak  (offers)  to  the  Lord ! 

XXIV.     LXXV.     CXLII. 

(1).  He  who  is  weeping,  practises  falsehood. 
Another,  (though)  laughing,  is  grieving. 

Pause. 
Some  one  dies,  in  the  house  of  another  (there  is)  singing. 
Some  one  weeps,  another  laughing  and  laughing  is  conducting  the  bride.1 
(2).  From  childhood  (one)  has  grown  old. 

Having  arrived  (at  old  age)  he  is  not  emancipated  and  repents  again. 
(3).  The  world  passes  on  in  the  three  qualities. 
Again  and  again  there  is  descent  to  hell  (and  ascent  to)  heaven. 
(4).  Nanak  says :  who  is  attached  (to)  the  name  : 
His  life  is  fruitful  and  accepted. 

XXV.     LXXVI.     CXLIII. 

(1).  (I)  kept  on  sleeping  (and)  the  news  of  the  Lord  was  not  known  (by  me). 
(When)  it  became  morning,  (I)  repented  again. 

Pause. 
By  love  to  the  beloved  one  I  have  naturally  joy  in  my  mind,  0  dear  ! 
I  am  longing  to  meet  with  the  Lord,  why  should  I  therefore  be  slothful,  0  dear  ? 
(2).  Nectar  was  brought  forth  into  (my)  hand. 
(I)  slipt  and  it  was  thrown  on  the  ground. 
(3).  With  desire,  spiritual  blindness  and  egotism  (I  am)  laden. 
It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Lord,  the  creator. 
(4).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  error  and  darkness  are  effaced. 
0  Nanak,  I  am  united  by  the  creator  (with  himself). 

XXVI.    LXXVII.     CXL1V. 

(1).  (I  am)  longing  after  the  lotus-foot,  0  beloved  ! 

The  servants  of  Tama  have  fled  helpless  (away  from  me). 


It  is  thy  mercy,  (that)  thou  comest  into  (my)  thought. 
By  remembering  the  name  all  diseases  are  destroyed. 
(2).  Thou  givest  much  pain  to  others. 
(But)  thy  people  (pain)  cannot  reach. 

1  "MI^A  s.m.  the  person  who  conducts  the  bride  from  or  to  the  house  of  her  father  or  father-iu-Iaw ;  a 
paronymph. 
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(3).  A  thirst  after  thy  sight  has  sprung  up  in  (my)  mind. 
Tranquillity,  joy  (and)  love  dwell  (in  me). 
(4).  May  the  prayer  of  Nanak  be  heard  ! 
May  only  the  name  be  given  into  my  heart ! 

XXVII.  LXXVIII.     CXLV. 

(1).  (My)  mind  is  satiated,  (my)  troubles  are  effaced. 
(My)  own  Lord  became  merciful  (to  me). 

Pause. 
By  the  favour  of  the  saints  goodness  was  done  (to  me). 
In  whose  house  everything  is,  that  all-filling,  fearless  Lord  was  met  with. 
(2).  The  name  was  established  (in  me)  (by)  the  merciful  saint. 
(My)  very  dreadful  hunger  was  put  out. 
(3).  By  my  own  Lord  the  gift  was  given  (to  me). 

(My)  burning  heat  was  quenched,  tranquillity  was  produced  in  (my)  mind. 
(4).  (My)  searching  about  ceased,  (my)  mind  entered  tranquillity. 
Nanak  obtained  the  treasury  of  the  name. 

XXVIII.  LXXIX.     CXLVI. 

(1).  Who  are  on  intimate  terms  with  the  Lord  : 
They  remain  fully  satiated  with  food. 

Pause. 
The  devotees  of  the  Lord  have  not  little. 
They  are  eating,  spending  and  extravagant  in  giving. 
(2).  "Whose  master  the  unattainable  Lord  is  : 
Say,  how  much  can  people  do  (against  him)  ? 
(3).  In  whose  service  the  eighteen  supernatural  powers  are  : 
By  his  moment's  glance  (on  one)  they  cling  to  (one's)  feet. 
(4).  On  whom  thou  bestowest  mercy,  0  my  Lord ! 
He  has  no  want,  says  Nanak. 

XXIX.     LXXX.     CXLVII. 

(1).  When  I  meditate  on  my  own  true  Guru  : 
Then  I  obtain  great  comfort  in  my  mind. 

Pause. 
Calculation  is  effaced,  doubt  is  extinct. 
The  people,  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  become  saints.1 
(2).  When  my  own  Lord  is  in  my  thoughts  : 
Then  fear  is  effaced,  0  my  friend ! 
(3).  When  I  seize  thy  protection,  0  Lord : 
Then  my  desire  is  fulfilled. 

(4).  Having  seen  thy  proceedings  my  mind  was  comforted. 
Nanak,  (thy)  slave,  trusts  in  thee. 

1   =JJ|^dli  a  devotee,  saint. 
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XXX.     LXXXI.     CXLVill. 

(1).  Day  by  day  the  mouse  gnaws  the  rope, 
"Whilst  falling  into  the  well  (mhn)  eats  sweetmeats. 


In  considering  and  reflecting  the  night  is  passed. 

Whilst  thinking  of  the  many  pleasures  of  the  Maya  the  bow-holder  (Vishnu)  is  never  remembered. 

(2).  (Considering)  the  shade  of  a  tree  immovable  he  built  a  house. 

Death,  throwing '  (over  him)  the  noose  of  the  Maya,  made  ready  the  arrow. 

(3).  The  shore  of  sand,  the  surface  (of  which)  the  waves  inundate  : 

That  place  the  fool  laid  hold  of,  considering  it  immovable. 

(4).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  Hari  the  king  is  muttered  (by  me). 

Nanak  lives  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

XXXI.     LXXXII.     CXLIX. 

(1).  In  his  society  thou  (fern.)  art  sporting. 
In  his  society  we  are  in  union  with  thee. 
In  his  society  every  one  desires  thee. 
Without  him  nobody  looks  (at  thee). 

Pause. 
That  loving  one  where  is  he  contained  ? 
Without  him  thou  art  distressed,  0  dear ! 
(2).  In  his  society  thou  art  the  mistress  in  the  house. 
In  his  society  thou  wilt  become  manifest. 
In  his  society  thou  art  kept  blooming. 
Without  him  thou  art  given  up  to  wretchedness. 
(3).  In  his  society  thou,  hast  honour  and  greatness. 
In  his  society  the  world  is  thy  relative. 
In  his  society  all  thy  arrangement  is  made. 
Without  him  thou  wilt  become  dust. 
(4).  That  loving  one  neither  dies  nor  goes. 
Bound  by  (his)  order  (man)  does  works. 

Having  joined  he  separates  and  establishes  (again),  (says)  Nanak. 
He  himself  knows  his  own  power. 

XXXII.     LXXXIII.     CL. 

(1).  Neither  is  he  dying  nor  are  we  afraid. 
Neither  is  he  destroyed  nor  are  we  distressed. 
Neither  is  he  poor  nor  are  we  hungry. 
Neither  has  he  pain  nor  have  we  pain. 

Pause. 
There  is  no  other  who  is  killing. 
He  is  our  life,  (who)  is  giving  life  (to  us). 
(2).  Neither  is  a  fetter  on  him  nor  are  we  bound. 
Neither  has  he  toils  nor  have  we  toils. 

1  ^  here  =  %f3;  the  words  must  thus  be  constructed,  if  they  are  to  give  any  sense  :  ?TO  «  ^V3  7T 
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Neither  has  he  filth  nor  have  we  filth. 

("When)  he  has  joy,  then  we  have  always  pastime. 

(3).  Neither  is  in  him  reflection  nor  have  we  reflection. 

Neither  is  on  him  (any)  daubing  nor  is  on  us  (any)  smearing. 

Neither  has  he  hunger  nor  have  we  thirst. 

"When  he  is  pure,  then  we  are  asking  (for  it). 

(4).  "We  are  nothing,  that  one  alone  is  (all). 

Before  and  after  that  One  alone  is. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  the  Guru  the  waves  of  error  are  put  out. 

"We  and  he,  having  met,  have  become  of  one  colour. 

XXXIII.  LXXXIV.     CLI. 

(1).  In  many  ways  service  is  rendered  (by  me). 

Soul,  life  and  property  are  offered  up  (to  the  Guru). 

(I  fetch)  water,  I  swing  the  fan  (to  him),  giving  up  conceit. 

Many  times  I  become  a  sacrifice  (to  him). 

Pause. 
She  is  a  happy  married  woman,  who  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord. 
With  her  I  will  meet,  0  my  mother ! 
(2).  (I  am)  the  water-carrier  of  his  lowest  bond-maids. 
(I  am)  their  dust,  (my)  soul  dwells  with  (them). 
(If)  the  lot  (be  written)  on  my  forehead,  then  I  obtain  (their)  society. 
The  Lord  mingles  with  his  own  colour. 

(3).  Muttering,  austerity  and  all  religious  observances  I  render  (to  him). 
"Works  and  all  burnt  offerings  I  make  (to  him). 
Giving  up  pride  and  spiritual  ignorance  I  become  (their)  dust. 
In  their  society  I  see  the  Lord  (with  my)  eyes. 
(4).  Every  moment  I  adore  him. 
Day  and  night  I  practise  this  service. 
Gopal  Govind  became  merciful  (to  me). 
In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  is  pardoning,  (says)  Nanak. 

XXXIV.  LXXXV.     CLII. 

(1).  By  love  to  the  Lord  happiness  is  always  obtained. 
By  love  to  the  Lord  no  pain  is  incurred. 
Love  to  the  Lord  clears  away  the  filth  of  egotism. 
By  love  to  the  Lord  one  becomes  always  pure. 

Pause. 
Hear,  0  friend,  such  love  and  affection 
Is  the  support  of  (every)  life  and  everybody. 
(2).  By  love  to  the  Lord  all  treasures  are  obtained. 
By  love  to  the  Lord  the  spotless  name  (dwells)  in  the  heart. 
By  love  to  the  Lord  (one  is)  always  lustrous. 
By  love  to  the  Lord  all  care  is  effaced. 
(3).  By  love  to  the  Lord  (one)  crosses  this  water  of  existence. 
By  love  to  the  Lord  (one)  is  not  afraid  of  Tama. 
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The  love  of  the  Lord  saves  all. 

The  love  of  the  Lord  goes  with,  (one  to  the  other  world). 

(4).  By  oneself  no  one  meets  (With  him),  he  goes  astray. 

To  whom  he  is  merciful,  him  he  joins  to  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Nanak  says :  (I  am)  a  sacrifice  to  thee. 

In  the  asylum  of  the  saints  I  am  saved  by  thee,  0  Lord ! 

XXXV.     LXXXVI.     CLIII. 

(1).  Having  become  a  king  he  exercises  dominion. 
Practising  oppression  wealth  is  brought  on  himself. 
Accumulating  and  accumulating  a  bag  (of  money)  is  made  (by  him). 
(But)  the  Lord  taking  it  away  from  him  gave  it  to  another. 


A  raw  jug,  in  (which)  there  is  water, 

Being  proud  of  that  very  (water)  tumbles  down. 

(2).  He  became  fearless,  he  became  free  from  all  restraint. 

The  creator,  (who  is)  with  (him),  did  not  come  into  (his)  mind. 

Armies  were  assembled,  preparation  (for  war)  was  made. 

("When)  the  breath  left  (him),  he  became  ashes. 

(3).  High  (were)  his  mansions  and  palaces  and  (many)  his  queens. 

Heart-pleasing  elephants  and  horses  were  collected  (by  him). 

Great  (was)  the  retinue  of  (his)  sons  and  daughters. 

By  spiritual  blindness  he  was  consumed  and  the  blind  one  died. 

(4).  By  whom  it  is  produced,  by  him  it  is  destroyed. 

Pleasures  and  enjoyments  are  like  a  dream. 

He  is  emancipated,  he  has  dominion  and  wealth, 

To  whom  the  Lord  is  merciful,  (says)  the  slave  Nanak. 

XXXVI.     LXXXVII.     CLIV. 

(1).  (When)  with  this  one  (i.e.  the  Maya)  close  friendship  is  made: 
It  increases  still  more,  when  union  is  brought  about. 
When  she  has  clung  to  (one's)  neck,  she  no  more  lets  go. 
Who  clings  to  the  feet  of  the  true  Guru,  he  is  set  free. 

Pause. 
She,  who  is  fascinating  the  world,  we  have  discarded. 

He,  who  is  without  qualities,  was  obtained  and  we  "congratulated  (ourselves). 
(2).  Such  a  beautiful  one  fascinates  the  mind. 
On  the  road,  pass,  house  and  in  every  wood  she  looks  out. 
To  mind  and  body  she  clings  becoming  sweet  (to  them). 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  saw,  that  she  is  false. 
(3).  Her  forerunners  are  great  cheats. 
She  leaves  neither  father  nor  mother. 
Her  own  associates  are  bound  by  her. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  overcame  all. 
(4).  ISTow  joy  has  sprung  up  in  my  mind. 
Fear  has  ceaBed,  all  frauds  are  broken. 
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Nanak  says :  when  the  true  Guru  was  obtained  (by  me)  : 
My  whole  house  was  set  up  comfortably. 

XXXVII.     LXXXVIII.     CLV. 

(1).  (All)  the  eight  watches  they  consider  (him  as  being)  near  (them). 
The  doing  of  the  Lord  is  sweet  to  them. 
The  One  name  is  the  support  of  the  saints. 
They  are  always  the  ashes  of  the  feet  of  all. 


Hear  the  manner  of  life  of  the  saints,  0  brother  ! 

Their  greatness  cannot  be  told. 

(2).  "Whose  occupation  is  the  name  alone: 

(Their)  rest  is  the  praising  of  the  joyful  (Supreme). 

To  whom  friend  and  enemy  are  the  same  : 

(They)  do  not  know  any  other  besides  their  own  Lord . 

(3).  Crores  and  crores  of  sins  they  are  cutting  off. 

They  are  removing  pain  and  bestowing  life. 

They  are  heroes  and  champions,  true  to  their  promise. 

The  helpless  Lakshmi  ( =  Maya)  is  deceived  by  the  saints. 

(4).  Their  society  desire  the  Suras  and  Devas, 

("Whose)  sight  is  efficacious,  whose  service  is  fruitful. 

Having  joined  the  hands  Nanak  makes  (this)  supplication: 

"  May  to  me  the  service  of  the  saints  be  given  by  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences !  " 

XXXVIII.     LXXXIX.     CLVI. 

(1).  All  comforts  (are  contained)  in  muttering  the  One  name. 
All  duties  (are  done)  by  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 
Very  pure  is  the  society  of  the  pious. 
"With  whom  they  fall  in,  in  him  love  to  the  Lord  springs  up. 

Pause. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  obtains  joy. 

In  whose  mind  light  is  produced  by  remembering  (Hari),  the  greatness  of  his  salvation  cannot  be  told. 

(2).  Vows,  religious  observances,  ablutions  and  worship  (are  performed)  by  him, 

The  Vedas,  Puranas  and  the  Smriti  are  heard  by  him, 

Whose  place  is  the  very  pure  and  spotless 

Society  of  the  saints,  where  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is. 

(3).  That  man  is  manifest  in  all  the  world, 

(Who  is)  the  dust  of  the  feet  of  them,  who  are  purifying  the  sinners. 

With  whom  Hari,  Hari  the  king  has  met : 

The  greatness  of  his  salvation  cannot  be  told. 

(4).  Joining  (my)  hands  I  will  meditate  the  eight  watches, 

(That)  I  may  obtain  the  sight  of  those  pious  ones. 

Join  me,  the  poor  one,  (with  them) ! 

Nanak  has  come  and  fallen  on  (thy)  asylum. 
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XXXIX.     XC.     CLVII. 
(1).  (Who  is)  bathing  the  eight  watches  in  (holy)  water  : 
To  this  wise  one  fruition  alwavs  accrues. 
He  does  not  give  up  any  one  to  no  purpose. 
Again  and  again  we  will  cling  to  his  feet ! 

Pause. 
The  Shaligram  is  our  object  of  service. 
"Worship,  adoration  and  obeisance  (we  render  to)  the  god. 
(2).  Whose  bell  is  heard  in  the  four  corners  (of  the  earth) ; 
Whose  dwelling  is  always  in  paradise  ; 
Whose  fly-flapper  is  swinging  above  all : 
His  incense  is  always  rising. 

(8).  Whose  covered  box  is  in  every  creature,  0  dear  ! 
(Who)  is  unintermittingly  with  all  pious  people. 
Arti  and  praise  (is  offered  to  this)  ever  rejoicing  one. 
(His)  greatness  is  beautiful  and  always  endless. 
(4).  To  whom  it  is  allotted,  he  will  obtain  it. 
That  one  has  come  to  the  asylum  of  the  feet  of  the  saints. 
Into  (his)  hand  has  come  the  Shaligram  of  Hari. 
Nanak  says  :  by  the  Guru  (this)  gift  is  given  (to  him). 

XL.     XCI.     CLVIII. 
Pancpade. 
(1).  On  which  road  the  female  water-carrier  is  robbed  : 
That  road  is  far  from  the  saints. 


By  the  true,  perfect  Guru  the  true  (road)  is  told  (them). 

In  the  lane1  of  thy  name  they  are  emancipated,  the  road  of  Tama  remains  far  (from  them). 

(2).  On  which  landing-place  (there  is)  the  greediness  of  the  collector  of  customs  : 

That  road  remains  far  from  (thy)  people. 

(3).  In  which  whirlpool3  many  crowded  caravans  are  : 

(There)  the  pious  are  with  the  Supreme  Brahm. 

(4).  The  recording  angels  are  writing  the  account  of  all. 

(But)  on  the  devotees  they  do  not  cast  a  glance. 

(5).  Nanak  says :  who  has  the  true,  perfect  Guru  : 

In  his  (house)  the  musical  instruments  sound  without  being  beaten. 

XLI.    XCII.     CLIX. 

(1).  In  the  society  of  the  saints  the  name  is  taught, 
(Which)  is  fulfilling  all  desires  and  wishes. 
Thirst  is  quenched,  by  the  praise  of  Hari  (I  am)  satiated. 
Continually  muttering  the  bow-holder  I  live. 

Pause. 
I  have  fallen  on  the  asylum  of  the  cause  of  causes. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  obtained  my  innate  house,  darkness  was  effaced,  the  moon  rose. 

1  ■eJHY  »•/■ » lane  (=  arcffy 

2  Urr^ZT.  »■»».  whirlpool  (=  Sansk.  ^|e(-^). 
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(2).  "With  rubies  and  gems  the  store-rooms  are  filled. 
There  is  no  deficiency  by  muttering  the  Formless  one. 
If  any  man  drink  the  nectar- word  (of  the  Guru) : 
He  obtains  the  highest  salvation,  (says)  Nanak. 

ASA;    GHAK  VII.;    MAHALA  V. 
XLII.     XCIII.     CLX. 

Dupada. 

(1).  (If)  I  always  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari  in  my  heart : 
I  make  cross  all  my  companions  and  associates. 

Pause. 
The  Guru,  (who)  is  always  with  me  : 
Him  I  remember  continually  (and)  keep  in  my  mind. 
(2).  Thy  doing  is  sweet  to  me. 
Xanak  asks  for  the  name  of  Hari,  the  greatest  boon. 

XLIII.     XCIV.     CLXI. 

(1).  In  the  society  of  the  pious  the  world  is  saved. 
The  name  of  Hari  is  support  to  the  mind. 

Pause. 
The  lotus-foot  of  the  beloved  Gur-dev 

The  saints  worship,  (being)  dear  to  Hari  by  (their)  love  (to  the  Guru). 
(2).  On  whose  forehead  the  lot  is  written  : 
His  good  fortune  is  firm,  says  Nanak. 

XLIV.     XCV.     CLXII. 

(1).  (To  me)  the  order  of  the  beloved  is  sweet. 

By  (my)  husband  the  rival  wife  of  the  house  is  dismissed. 

By  the  beloved  the  favoured  wife  is  adorned. 

The  heat  of  my  mind  is  taken  away. 


Goodness  accrues  (to  her,  by  whom)  the  word  of  the  beloved  is  obeyed. 

The  happiness  and  tranquillity  of  this  house  are  known. 

(2).  I  am  the  bond-maid,  the  servant  of  the  beloved. 

He  is  imperishable,  unattainable,  boundless. 

I  take  the  fan  and  swing  it  to  the  beloved. 

The  five  enemies,  the  mischief-makers,  run  away. 

(3).  I  am  not  of  (noble)  family  nor  am  I  beautiful. 

"What  do  I  know,  how  I  became  pleasing  to  my  beloved  ? 

I,  the  destitute,  poor  and  humble  one, 

"Was  taken  by  the  beloved  and  made  his  queen. 

(4).  "When  my  beloved  sweetheart  became  intimate  (with  me) : 

(I  obtained)  happiness  and  tranquillity,  blessed  is  my  wifehood. 

Xanak  says  :  he  is  fulfilling  my  desire. 

By  the  true  Guru  (I  am)  united  (with)  the  Lord,  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences. 
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XLV.     XCVI.     CLXIII. 


(1).  On  her  forehead  is  the  triad  (=the  three  qualities),  her  look  is  cruel. 

She  speaks  harshly,  she  is  of  r«de  tongue. 

She  is  always  hungry,  the  beloved  one  she  believes  to  be  far  off. 


One  woman  of  this  kind  has  been  produced  by  Ram. 

By  her  the  whole  world  is  devoured,  we  are  preserved  by  the  Guru,  0  my  brother ! 

(2).  Practising  deceit  the  whole  world  is  overpowered  (by  her). 

Brahma,  Vishnu  and  Mahadev  are  deluded  (by  her). 

The  disciples,  who  cling  to  the  name,  are  purified  (from  her). 

(3).  Practising  repeatedly  vows  and  religious  observances  they  became  tired. 

They  wander  about  to  every  shore  and  holy  watering  place  of  the  earth. 

Those  are  saved,  who  are  in  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru. 

(4).  By  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  the  whole  world  is  bound. 

The  foolish  man  is  consumed  by  egotism. 

We  are  preserved  by  the  Guru  seizing  (our)  arm,  (says)  Nanak. 

XLVI.     XCVII.     CLXIV. 

(1).  All  pains  (are  incurred)  when  the  Lord  is  forgotten. 
Here  and  there  (such  a)  man  is  of  no  use. 


The  saints  are  satiated  by  meditating  on  Hari,  Hari. 

Mercifully  they  are  applied  to  thy  own  name ;  (they  have)  all  comforts,  (on  whom)  is  thy  pleasure, 
OLord! 

(2).  Who  considers  him  far  away,  who  is  with  him  : 

That  man  is  dying,  being  continually  grieved. 

(3).  Who  does  riot  think  of  him,  by  whom  everything  is  given  : 

His  days  and  nights  pass  in  great  bitterness. 

(4).  Nanak  says  :  who  remembers  the  One  Lord  : 

He  obtains  salvation  in  the  shelter  of  the  perfect  Guru. 

XLVII.     XCVIII.     CLXV. 

(1).  Who  is  muttering  the  name,  all  his  mind  and  body  is  flourishing. 
All  his  sins  and  faults  are  taken  away. 

Pause. 

That  day  is  good,  0  my  brother  ! 

(In  which)  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari  emancipation  is  obtained. 

(2).  (By  whom)  the  feet  of  the  pious  are  worshipped  : 

(His)  troubles  are  effaced  and  enmity  from  (his)  mind. 

(3).  Having  met  with  the  perfect  Guru  the  quarrel  is  stopped. 

All  the  five  enemies  are  brought  into  subjection. 

(4).  In  whose  mind  the  name  of  Hari  dwells  : 

For  him  Nanak  is  a  sacrifice. 
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XLVIII.     XCIX.     CLXVI. 

(1).  Sing  thou,  0  singer! 

(Him  who  is)  the  support  of  the  life  of  soul  and  body  ! 

By  whose  service  thou  obtainest  all  comforts. 

Do  not  go  again  to  any  other ! 


The  ever-rejoicing,  happy  Lord,  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences,  should  continually  be  muttered  ! 

(I  am)  a  sacrifice  to  that  beloved  saint,  by  whose  favour  the  Lord  is  made  to  dwell  in  (my)  mind. 

(2).  Whose  gift  is  not  exhausted  ; 

Who  is  quite  naturally  contained  (in)  all ; 

Whose  donation  no  one  effaces  : 

That  True  one  should  be  made  to  dwell  in  the  mind ! 

(3).  In  whose  house  all  things  are  fully  contained : 

The  servants  of  (that)  Lord  are  not  grieving  from  pain. 

(By  whom)  his  asylum  is  laid  hold  of,  be  obtains  the  fearless  state  (  =  emancipation). 

At  every  breath  that  depository  of  excellences  should  be  sung  ! 

(4).  He  is  not  far,  wherever  one  may  go. 

If  he  bestows  a  favourable  look,  then  Hari,  Hari  is  obtained. 

I  make  supplication  to  the  perfect  Guru. 

JTanak  asks  for  the  wealth  and  capital  of  Hari. 

XLIX.     C.     CLXYII. 

(1).  First  the  pain  of  the  body  was  effaced. 
(Then)  happiness  was  imparted  to  (my)  whole  mind. 
In  mercy  the  Guru  gave  (me)  the  name. 
I  sacrifice  myself  for  that  true  Guru. 

Pause. 
I  obtained  the  perfect  Guru,  0  my  brother ! 

Disease,  grief  and  all  pain  were  destroyed  in  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru. 
(2).  The  feet  of  the  Guru  I  made  dwell  in  (my)  beart. 
All  the  fruits  were  obtained,  which  my  mind  was  desiring. 
The  fire  (in  me)  was  quenched,  all  became  tranquillity. 
Out  of  mercy  the  Guru  bestowed  (this)  gift  (on  me). 
(3).  To  the  placeless  one  the  Guru  gave  a  place. 
To  the  honourless  one  the  Guru  gave  honour. 
Cutting  (my)  bonds  he  made  (me)  his  servant  and  protected  (me). 
(My)  tongue  tasted  (his)  nectar-speech. 
(4).  By  a  great  lot  the  feet  of  the  Guru  were  worshipped. 
Forsaking  all,  the  asylum  of  the  Lord  was  obtained. 
To  whom  the  Guru  has  become  kind,  (says)  Nanak  : 
That  man  is  always  exalted. 

L.     CI.     CLXVIII. 

(1).  The  true  Guru  was  sent  by  the  True  one. 
A  son '  was  produced  by  copulation. 

1  fridtlWA,  a  term  for  a  son.     These  verses  refer  apparently  to  Baba  Nanak. 
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He  came  and  dwelt  in  the  womb. 

In  the  heart  of  the  mother  (there  was)  much  joy. 


A  son  was  conceived,  a  devotee  of  Govind. 

What  was  written  by  (the  Supreme)  himself,  became  manifest  amongst  all. 

(2).  By  (his)  order  the  child  was  born  after  ten  months. 

Grief  was  effaced,  great  joy  was  produced. 

The  female  friends  sing  the  word  of  the  Guru  (in)  joy. 

("Which)  pleases  to  the  mind  of  the  true  Lord. 

(3).  The  progeny  increased,  many  generations  went  on. 

The  lustre  of  religion  was  established  by  Hari. 

What  is  desired  by  the  heart,  is  given  by  the  true  Guru. 

People  became  free  from  anxiety,  the  One  was  devoutly  meditated  upon. 

(4).  As  a  child  puts  much  trust  in  his  father  : 

(So)  I  speak,1  being  caused  to  speak,  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Guru. 

(His)  word  is  not  hidden  nor  concealed. 

Guru  Nanak  is  pleased,  (by  him)  it  is  bestowed  (on  me). 

LI.     CII.     CLXIX. 

(1).  The  Guru  gave  (me)  his  hand  (and)  kept  (me). 
The  glory  of  (his)  servant  became  (thus)  manifest. 


The  Guru,  Guru  I  mutter,  the  Guru,  Guru  I  meditate  upon. 
The  supplication  of  (my)  heart  is  offered  to  the  Guru. 
(2).  (We)  have  fallen  on  the  asylum  of  the  true  Gur-dev. 
The  service  of  (his)  servant  became  (thus)  accomplished. 
(3).  Soul,  body,  youth  (and)  life  he  preserves. 
Nanak  says :  (I  am)  a  sacrifice  to  the  Guru ! 

ASA ;    GHAR  VIII. ;    KAFI ;    MAHALA  V. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     CIII.     CLXX. 

(1).  I  am  the  bought  slave  of  my  true  Lord. 
Soul  and  body,  all  is  his,  everything  is  thine. 

Pause. 
The  honour  of  the  honourless  one  art  thou,  0  Lord,  I  trust  in  thee ! 
Another  support,  without  that  of  the  True  one,  I  consider  as  unsolid. 
(2).  Thy  order  is  boundless,  no  one  can  reach  (its)  end. 
With  whom  the  perfect  Guru  falls  in,  he  walks  according  to  (thy)  pleasure. 
(3).  Cleverness  and  cunning  are  of  no  use  whatever. 
What  the  pleased  Lord  gives,  that  happiness  is  obtained. 

1  V&  must  here  be  taken  as  1st  Pers.  Sing. 
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(4).  If  Lakhs  of  works  be  practised,  no  bond  is  (thereby)  effected  (on  him), 

(By  whom)  the  name  is  made  his  support  (and  by  whom)  other  business  is  given  up,  (says)  humble 
Nanak. 

II.     CIV.     CLXXI. 

(1).  Every  pleasure  was  sought  (by  me),  none  is  so  great  as  that  of  Hari. 
From  the  Guru  being  pleased  that  true  Lord  is  obtained. 

Pause. 
I  am  continually  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  Guru. 

May  this  gift  be  given  (to  me),  that  I  do  not  forget  a  moment  (or)  second  the  name  ! 
(2).  He  is  a  true  wealthy  man,  in  whose  heart  the  wealth  of  Hari  is. 

He  escapes  from  the  great  net  (of  the  Maya),  in  whom  the  word  of  the  Guru  (dwells)  incessantly. 
(3).  How  shall  I  tell  the  greatness  of  the  Guru  ?  the  discrimination  of  the  Guru  is  the  pond  of  truth. 
He  is  from  the  beginning,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Tugas,  through  all  the  Tugas,  the  perfect  Lord. 
(4).  The  name  I  meditate  upon  continually,  in  Hari,  Hari  (my)  mind  delights. 
(My)  soul,  life  and  property  are  with  the  Guru,  (says)  Nanak. 

III.     CV.     CLXXII. 

(1).  (If)  the  incomprehensible,  boundless  Lord  dwells  a  little  in  (my)  mind  : 
All  my  pain,  trouble  and  disease,  0  mother,  are  destroyed. 

Pause. 
I  become  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  Lord. 

In  my  mind  and  body  great  joy  is  produced  by  muttering  (him). 
(2).  For  a  moment  I  heard  a  word  about  that  true  Lord. 
Comforts  upon  comforts  I  obtained,  0  mother,  (which)  I  cannot  estimate. 
(3).  (My)  eyes  (were)  looking  (at  him),  having  seen  (him)  I  became  enamoured  (of  him). 
I,  the  vicious  one,  was  applied  by  himself  to  the  hem  of  his  garment. 
(4).  From  the  Veda,  the  book  (Qur'an),  from  the  whole  world  he  is  conspicuous.1 
The  King  of  Nanak  is  openly  seen. 

IV.     CVI.     CLXXIII. 
(1).  Lakhs  of  devotees  adore  (thee)  muttering :  0  dear,  0  dear  one  ! 
By  what  contrivance  shall  I,  the  vicious,  sensual  one,  obtain  (thee)  ? 

Pause. 
I  rely  on  thee,  0  Govind,  Gopal,  0  merciful  Lord  ! 
Thou  art  the  Lord  of  all,  thine  is  all  the  creation  ! 

(2).  (Thou  art)  always  a  companion,  the  saints  behold  (thee)  always  in  (their)  presence. 
Those  who  are  destitute  of  the  name  die  in  grief. 

(3).  (To  whom)  the  lowest  service  is  pleasing,  their  wandering  about  (=  transmigration)  is  effaced.   . 
"What  is  the  condition  of  them,  by  whom  the  name  is  forgotten  ? 
(4).  As  cattle,  that  are  breaking  into  fields,  so  is  the  whole  world. 
Nanak  (says) :  0  Lord,  cut  thou  thyself  (my)  bonds  and  unite  (me  with  thee) ! 

1  yiddT  is  here  better  derived  from  the  Arab.-Hindust.^&\j,  manifest,  conspicuous,  which  suits  well  the 
context,  whereas  tHOdl  in  the  sense  of:  "separate,"  "distinct  from,"  is  out  of  place  here. 
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V.     CVII.     CLXXIV. 

(1).  Having  forgotten  all  things  meditate  (on)  the  One  ! 
Drop  false  conceit,  offer  up  (t%)  mind  and  body  ! 

Pause. 
Praise  thou  the  eight  watches  the  creator ! 
I  live  by  thy  gifts,  bestow  mercy  on  me ! 
(2).  Do  that  work,  by  which  (thy)  face  (will  become)  bright ! 
He  clings  to  the  True  one,  to  whom  thou  givest  it,  0  God ! 
(3).  Erect  that  house,  which  is  not  at  all  tumbling  down  ! 
Make  the  One  dwell  in  thy  mind,  who  never  dies ! 
(4).  To  them  Earn  is  dear,  who  are  pleasing  to  the  Lord. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  Ineffable  one  is  praised  by  Nanak. 

VI.     CVIII.     CLXXV. 

(1).  "What  sort  of  men  are  those,  who  do  not  forget  the  name  ? 
They  by  no  means  admit  (any)  difference,'  they  are  like  the  Lord. 


(His)  mind  and  body  become  happy,  (who)  has  met  with  thee. 
Happiness  is  obtained  by  the  favour  of  (thy)  people,  all  pain  is  effaced. 
(2).  As  many  people  as  (are  in)  the  world  their  dust,  they  are  saved. 
In  whose  mind  he  himself  dwells,  they  are  perfect  devotees. 
(3).  Whom  he  himself  acknowledges,  he  is  acknowledged. 
The  approved  man  is  manifest  and  known  in  all  places. 
(4).  Day  and  night  I  adore  and  remember  (thee)  at  every  breath. 
Fulfil  the  desire  of  Nanak,  0  true  king ! 

VII.     CIX.     CLXXVI. 

(1).  That  Lord  of  ours  is  fully  contained  in  every  place. 

There  is  One  Lord,  (on  whose)  head  is  an  umbrella,  there  is  none  other. 

Pause. 

As  it  pleases  thee,  so  keep  (me),  0  (my)  preserver ! 

Without  thee  none  other  is  beheld  (with)  my  sight. 

(2).  The  Lord  himself  cherishes,  (who  is)  pervading 2  everybody. 

In  whose  mind  he  dwells  himself,  by  him  he  is  not  forgotten. 

(3).  Whatever  he  does,  that  is  his  own  pleasure. 

In  every  Tuga  he  is  known  as  the  assistant  of  (his)  devotees. 

(4).  By  muttering  continually  the  name  of  Hari  one  is  never  grieved. 

Nanak  is  longing  after  (his)  sight ;  may  (his)  desire  be  fulfilled  ! 

VIII.     CX.     CLXXVII. 

(1).  What  sleepest  thou  forgetting  the  name,  0  careless  and  inattentive  one  ! 
How  many  go  speedily  away  on  this  river  (of  life) ! 

Any  difference,  i.e.  between  themselves  and  the  Supreme. 
2  TT<ftjft  =  *rra\,  Arab.-Hind.  tJjC ,  pervading,  ai  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 
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Pause. 

Ascending  the  boat  of  the  feet  of  Hari  thou  wilt  cross,  0  mind  ! 

Sing  the  eight  watches  (his)  excellences  in  the  society  of  the  pious  ! 

(2).  Thou  enjoyest  many  enjoyments,  (but)  without  the  name  (they  are)  empty. 

■Without  worship  of  Hari  thou  diest  repeatedly  and  weepest. 

(3).  Clothes  (and)  food  (thou  art  enjoying),  perfumes  thou  art  powdering  and  rubbing  on  (thy)  body. 

"Without  remembering  (Hari)  (thy)  body  (becomes)  ashes,  at  last  (thou)  must  go. 

(4).  Some  rare  one  sees,  that  the  world  is  very  troublesome. 

He  is  emancipated  in  the  asylum  of  Hari,  (for  whom  this)  destiny  is  written,  (says)  Nanak. 

IX.     CXI.     CLXXVIII. 

(1).  No  one  (goes)  with  any  one,  why  should  one  be  proud? 
(Whose)  support  the  One  name  is,  he  crosses  the  water  of  existence. 


I,  the  poor  one,  rely  on  thee,  the  True  one,  0  my  true,  perfect  Guru  ! 

Seeing  thy  sight  my  mind  becomes  tranquil. 

(2).  Dominion  and  wealth  are  (but)  trouble,  account  them  as  useless  ! 

The  praise  of  Hari  is  (true)  support,  this  is  imperishable  wealth. 

(3).  As  many  as  are  the  pleasures  of  the  Maya,  so  many  are  the  regrets. 

The  name,  the  depository  of  happiness,  is  sung  by  the  disciple. 

(4).  The  true  depository  of  (all)  excellences  art  thou,  0  deep  and  profound  Lord  ! 

Nanak  (entertains)  in  his  heart  hope  and  reliance  on  the  Lord. 

X.     CXII.     CLXXIX. 

(1).  By  whose  remembrance  pain  passes  away  and  tranquillity  and  happiness  are  obtained  : 
(That)  Hari  should  be  day  and  night  meditated  upon  with  joined  hands. 

Pause. 
The  Lord  of  Nanak  is  he,  whose  every  one  is. 
In  all  that  True  one  is  fully  contained. 

(2).  Who  inside  and  outside  is  a  companion  (with  thee)  through  divine  knowledge : 
Adore  him,  0  mind,  all  thy  disease  will  pass  away ! 
(3).  The  boundless  preserver  preserves  in  the  midst  of  fire. 
The  name  of  Hari  is  coolness,  by  remembering  (it)  the  heat  goes  off. 

(4).  He  has  much  happiness,  tranquillity  and  joy,  (who  is)  the  dust  of  (his)  people,  (says)  Nanak. 
All  (his)  affairs  are  accomplished,  (with  whom)  the  perfect  Guru  has  met. 

XL     CXIII.     CLXXX. 

(1).  Govind,  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences,  is  known  by  the  disciple. 
(If)  he  become  merciful  and  kind,  the  pleasure  of  Hari  is  enjoyed. 

Pause. 
Come,  let  us  join  the  saints,  (by  whom)  the  story  about  Hari  is  told  ! 
Let  us  daily  remember  the  name  and  let  us  not  be  ashamed  of  (his)  people  ! 
(2).  By  continually  muttering  the  name  I  live,  great  joy  is  produced  (thereby). 
Spiritual  delusion  is  false,  the  world  is  false  and  perishable. 
(3).  Some  rare  one  directs  his  love  to  the  lotus-foot  (of  Hari). 
Blessed  and  charming  is  the  face  (of  him),  by  whom  Hari  is  meditated  upon. 
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(4).  Regeneration  and  death,  the  pain  of  death  is  effaced  by  remembering  (the  name). 
Nanak  (has)  that  happiness,  which  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord. 

XII.     CXIV.     CLXXXI. 

(1).  Come,  0  friend,  having  met  we  will  enjoy  all  pleasures  ! 

Let  us  mutter  the  nectar-name  of  Hari,  Hari !  having  met  let  us  remove  (our)  sins  ! 


On  account  of  reflection  on  the  truth  and  the  holy  people  an  alarming  danger  does  not  approach. 

All  the  thieves  are  destroyed,  the  disciples  wake. 

(2).  "Wisdom  and  humility  take  as  viaticum,  burn  the  poison  of  egotism  ! 

True  is  the  shop,  perfect  the  traffic,  trade  in  the  wares  of  the  names  ! 

(3).  By  whom  soul,  body  and  property  are  offered  up,  they  are  men  of  credit. 

"Who  please  their  own  Lord,  they  are  always  amusing  themselves. 

(4).  Who  are  drinking  the  liquor  of  folly,  they  are  infected  with  mad  poison. 

"WTio  are  fond  of  the  elixir  of  Earn,  they  are  given  to  a  true  intoxicating  drug,  (says)  Nanak. 


XIII.     CXV.     CLXXXII. 

(1).  Effort  is  made  (when)  caused  to  be  made,  work  is  set  agoing. 

By  muttering  continually  the  name  (I)  live,  by  the  Guru  the  mantra  is  made  fast  (in  me). 


Let  us  fall  at  the  feet  of  the  true  Guru,  by  whom  error  is  destroyed  ! 

By  the  Lord  in  his  own  mercy  truth  is  established. 

(2).  Seizing  (our)  hands  we  were  made  his  own,  by  the  order  and  pleasure  of  the  True  one. 

The  gift,  that  was  given  by  the  Lord,  is  full  of  greatness. 

(3).  Continually  (his)  excellences  are  sung  (by  me)  muttering  the  name  of  the  enemy  of  Mura. 

(My)  vow  is  accomplished,  by  the  true  Guru,  the  Lord,  mercy  was  bestowed  (on  me). 

(4).  The  wealth  (and)  excellences  of  the  name  I  sing,  the  perfect  Guru  gives  (me)  the  profit  (of  it). 

The  holy'people  are  retail-dealers,  0  Nanak,  the  Lord  is  an  incalculable  wholesale  merchant. 


XIV.     CXVI.     CLXXXIII. 

(1).  "Whose  Lord  art  thou,  0  Lord,  his  lot  is  great. 

He  is  comfortable  and  always  happy,  all  his  error  and  fear  have  passed  away. 

Pause. 

"We  are  the  servants  of  Govind,  my  Lord  is  profound. 

"Who  is  making  and  causing  every  arrangement  to  be  made,  he  is  our  true  Guru. 

(2).  "Who  has  none  other  (besides  himself),  he  should  he  feared. 

By  service  to  the  Guru  (his)  palace  is  reached,  the  world  hard  to  cross,  is  crossed. 

(3).  By  thy  favourable  glance  happiness  is  obtained,  a  secret  treasure  in  the  mind. 

To  whom  thou  hast  become  merciful,  that  servant  is  approved  of. 

(4).  Nectar-juice  is  the  praise  of  Hari,  some  rare  one  drinks  it. 

As  wages  the  One  name  is  obtained,  (says)  Nanak,  by  continually  muttering  it  in  the  heart  (one)  lives. 

71 
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XV.     CXYII.     CLXXXIV. 

(1).  That  Lord  is  higher  than  all,  whose  hond-maid  I  am. 
All  is  called  his,  (he  it)  little  (or)  much. 

Pause. 
My  life  and  wealth  are  acknowledged  as  the  Lord's  (property). 
By  whose  name  (I  become)  bright,  his  bond-maid  I  am  accounted. 
(2).  (Thou  art)  without  concern  and  rilled  with  joy,  (thy)  name  is  a  ruby  and  diamond. 
She  is  always  filled  and  satiated  with  happiness,  whose  Lord  thou  art. 
(3).  0  friend  and  companion,  hold  fast  the  thought  of  fellowship  (with  the  saints) ! 
Serve  the  pious  with  love,  then  thou  wilt  obtain  the  treasures  of  Hari. 
(4).  (All  are  saying) :  (we  are)  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  all  are  saying :  he  is  mine. 
"Whom  he  adorns,  0  Nanak,  she  dwells  in  happiness. 

XVI.  CXVIII.     CLXXXV. 

(1).  Learn,  0  dear,  this  conduct,  that  thou  mayst  become  the  slave  of  the  saints  ! 

The  highest  virtue  of  all  virtues  is :  do  not  behold  thy  husband  (as  being)  far  away,  0  dear  ! 

Pause. 
Dye  this  thy  own  mind,  0  beautiful  one,  in  the  name  of  Hari  (as)  in  Majith ! 
Giving  up  cleverness  and  cunning  consider  Gopa.1  (as  being)  with  (thee),  0  dear  ! 
(2).  Make  this  (thy)  ornament,  that  what  the  husband  says,  be  agreed  to. 
Eat  this  betel-nut,  that  love  to  another  be  forgotten. 

(3).  Having  made  the  word  of  the  Guru  thy  lamp  spread  out  this  bed  of  truth,  0  dear ! 
Remain  with  joined  hands  the  eight  watches,  then  Hari  the  king  meets  (with  thee),  0  dear! 
(4).  She  has  wisdom  and  all  ornaments,  she  is  of  boundless  beauty,  0  dear ! 
She  is  a  happy  married  wife,  0  Nanak,  who  is  pleasing  to  the  creator,  0  dear ! 

XVII.  CXIX.     CLXXXVI. 

(1).  So  long  there  is  falling  and  moving  from  side  to  side,  as  long  as  the  errors  of  the  mind  (remain). 
(Our)  errors  are  cut  off  by  our  own  Guru  and  we  obtained  rest. 


Those  are  eating  poison,1  culpable  and  driven  away  from  the  Guru. 

"We  have  now  become  rid  of  them  and  those  have  become  rid  of  us. 

(2).  From  the  time,  that  (one)  is  thinking  :   "  (this  is)  mine,  (this)  thine,"  he  is  bound. 

(When)  by  the  Guru  (this)  ignorance  is  cut  off,  then  the  snares  are  loosened. 

(3).  As  long  as  (one)  is  not  comprehending  the  order  (of  Hari),  so  long  he  is  pained. 

"When  having  met  with  the  Guru  he  becomes  acquainted  with  the  order,  then  he  is  happy. 

(4).  No  one  is  an  enemy,  no  one  blamable  and  wicked. 

("Who)  is  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Guru,  (he  is)  a  servant  of  the  Lord,  (says)  Nanak. 

XVIII.     CXX.     CLXXXVII. 

(1).  Happiness,  tranquillity,  great  joy  are  the  singing  and  praising  of  Hari. 
The  demons  '"  are  removed,  the  true  Guru  gives  his  own  name. 

1  ftrm^l  here  perhaps  better  translated  by:  eating  poison  (Sansk.  f%tnf^«0- 
1  J|dO  Oft;),  a  kind  of  demons,  who  exercise  a  bad  influence  on  man ;  an  imp. 
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I  am  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  Guru,  I  am  always  a  sacrifice  (to  him). 
I  devote  myself  for  the  Guru,  meeting  with  whom  (I  have)  true  pleasure. 
(2).  Ill  omens  stick  to  him,  into  whose  mind  (Hari)  does  not  come. 
Him  Tama  does  not  approach,  who  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord  Hari. 

(3).  As  many  religious  merits,   alms,  mutterings   and   austerities   (there   may  be),  above  all  is 
the  name. 

Who  mutters  Hari,  Hari  (with)  his  tongue,  his  works  are  accomplished. 

(4).  All  fear  is  extinct,  infatuation  is  gone,  no  other  (besides  Hari)  is  seen. 

0  Nanak,  (who)  are  preserved  by  the  Supreme  Brahm,  (them)  no  pain  again  befalls. 


ASA  ;    GHAR  IX. ;    MAHALA  V. 
Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.  CXXI.     CLXXXVIII. 

(1).  (If)  I  continually  keep  (him)  in  mind,  I  obtain  all  comforts;  shall  I  please  (him)  further  on 
or  shall  I  not  please  (him)  ? 

The  One  is  bountiful  to  all,  shall  I  as  a  beggar  go  to  another  one  ? 

Pause. 

(If)  I  beg  (from)  another,  I  put  (him)  to  shame. 
The  One  Lord  is  king  of  kings,  whom  shall  I  compare  (with  him)  ? 
(2).  (Though)  I  rise  and  sit  down,  yet  I  cannot  remain,  I  seek  continually  (his)  sight. 
Brahma  and  the  others,  Sanaka  and  the  others  (viz.)  :  Sanaka,  Sanandana,  Sanatana  and  Sanatku- 
mara,  to  them  the  palace  (of  the  Supreme)  is  hard  to  reach. 

(3).  The  unattainable  one,  of  unfathomable  wisdom,  (who  is)  beyond  calculation,  I  cannot  reach. 
I  aim  at  the  asylum  of  the  true  divine  male,  on  the  true  Guru,  the  divine  male,  I  meditate. 
(4).  The  Lord  became  kind  (and)  merciful  (to  me),  (my)  bond  (and)  neck-halter  were  cut  (by  him). 
Nlnak  says:  when  the  society  of  the  pious  is  obtained  (by  me),  I  am  no  more  subject  to  birth. 

II.  CXXII.     CLXXXIX. 

(1).  Inside  I  sing,  outside  I  sing,  waking  early  I  sing. 

A  viaticum  to  go  with  (to  the  other  world)  is  given  to  him,  who  is  occupied  with  the  name  of  Govind. 

Pause. 

Other  (things)  I  forget,  I  forget. 

The  gift  of  the  name  is  given  (to  me)  by  the  perfect  Guru,  this  (name)  is  my  support. 

(2).  In  pain  I  sing,  in  pleasure  also  I  sing,  on  the  way  and  road  I  remember  (it). 

The  name  was  firmly  fixed  by  the  Guru  in  (my)  mind,  my  thirst  was  quenched. 

(3).  By  day  I  sing,  by  night  also  I  sing,  at  every  breath  I  sing  (with  my)  tongue. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  faith  springs  up,  whilst  living  and  dying  Hari  is  with  (me). 

(4).  Give  this  gift  to  humble  Nanak,  0  Lord,  that  I  may  get  the  dust  of  the  saints  and  keep  it  in 
(my)  breast ! 

(That  with  my)  ears  (I  may  hear)  the  story  (about  thee),  (with  my)  eyes  behold  (thy)  sight,  (that 
I  may  put  my)  forehead  (to)  the  feet  of  the  Guru  ! 
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ASA;    GHAR  X.;  MAHALA  V. 
Om !    by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     CXXIIL     CXC. 

(1).  Whom,  thou  considerest  abiding,  he  is  a  guest  of  twenty  (days). 
Son,  wife,  house,  all  furniture,  all  friends  are  false. 


0  my  mind !  why  criest  thou  :  alas  !  alas ! 

Look  upon  (all  these)  as  on  the  city  of  Haricandauri ! l  take  up  the  worshipping  of  Earn  alone,  (this  is) 
advantage. 

(2).  As  clothes  put  on  the  body  go  to  pieces  (after)  two,  four  days. 

How  much  soever  it  may  be  run  upon  a  wall,  at  last  its  end  comes. 

(3).  As  a  layer  of  rock-salt,  (which  is)  put  (into)  a  pot  of  water,  melts  : 

(So),  when  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Brahm  will  come,  they  wiE  rise  and  go  in  forty-eight  minutes 
(or)  in  a  second. 

(4).  0  mind,  by  destiny  thou  goest,  by  destiny  thou  sittest  down,  by  destiny  thou  art  taking  breath. 

Praising  always  Hari,  (says)  Nanak,  thou  art  saved  in  the  protection  of  the  feet  of  the  true  Guru. 

II.  CXXIV.     CXCI. 

(1).  The  incomplete  thing  became  complete,  the  wicked  enemies  (became)  friends. 
In  darkness  the  gem  became  manifest,  the  sullied  intelligence  (became)  clean. 

Pause. 

When  the  mercy  of  Govind  was  bestowed  : 

Happiness  and  prosperity,  the  fruits  of  the  name  of  Hari,  were  obtained,  (by  me)  the  true  Guru  is 
met  with. 

(2).  I,  the  poor  one,  whom  nobody  was  knowing,  am  (now)  manifest  in  the  whole  world. 

I,  who  was  not  allowed  to  sit  with  any  one,  (my)  feet  now  all  worship. 

(3).  I,  who  was  going  about  and  seeking  for  cowries,"  the  whole  thirst  of  (my)  mind  was  quenched. 

I,  who  was  not  hearing  one  word,  got  coolness  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

(4).  Who  will  with  one  tongue  describe  (his)  qualities  ?  (they  are)  unattainable,  unattainable, 
unattainable. 

Make  (me)  the  lowest  of  (thy)  slaves  !  humble  Nanak  is  in  the  asylum  of  Hari. 

III.  CXXV.     CXCII. 

(1).  0  fool,  for  (thy)  profit  thou  art  very  slow,  to  (thy)  loss  thou  runnest  with  haste. 
The  cheap  goods  thou  dost  not  take,  being  bound  by  demerits  (thou  becomest)  dust. 


0  true  Guru,  my  longing  is  after  thee  ! 

Thy  name  is :  purifier  of  the  sinners ;  0  Supreme  Brahm,  this  is  my  refuge. 

i  ^-3<pjr  the  son  of  Trisanku,  said  to  be  elevated  to  Svarga  with  bis  subjects  for  Ms  unbounded  liberality. 
Being  seduced  by  Narada  to  boast  of  his  merits,  he  was  precipitated  again  from  heaven.  His  repentance  of 
his  pride  arrested  his  downward  descent,  and  he  and  his  train  paused  in  mid-air.  The  city  of  Hariscandra  is 
believed  to  be  at  times  still  visible  in  the  skies,  and  the  word  (Gurmukhi  utd\3^.Gd\)  has  thence  received 
the  signification  of  "  a  mirage."     See  Wilson,  Vish.  Purana,  p.  382,  note  9. 

2  n{TZ  >  properly  =  the  eighth  part  of  a  pice. 
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(2).  Thou  nearest  foul  talk  and  stickest  to  it,  in  taking  the  name  thou  art  lazy. 
Thou  art  very  fond  of  censure,  the  contrary  (thing)  is  understood  (by  thee). 

(3).  Another's  property,  another's  body,  another's  wife,  censure — what  is  uneatable  thou  eatest 
(like)  a  mad  (dog).  * 

For  true  virtue  thou  hast  no  liking,  hearing  the  truth  thou  art  made  angry. 

(4).  The  Lord  is  kind  to  the  poor  and  merciful,  the  asylum  of  the  devotees  is  the  name  of  Hari. 

Nanak  has  come  to  (thy)  asylum,  0  Lord,  preserve  thy  own  honour ! 

IV.     CXXVI.     CXCIII. 

(1).  They  cling  to  falsehood,1  entertaining  affection  for  the  Maya  they  are  bound. 

Whose  (their)  life  is,  he  does  not  come  into  their  thought,  by  egotism  they  have  become  blind. 


0  mind,  why  dost  thou  not,  (becoming)  indifferent  (to  the  world),  adore  (him)  ? 

Thou  art  dwelling  in  an  unsolid  chamber,  with  all  is  the  disease  of  poison. 

(2).  Saying  :   "  mine,  mine  "  day  and  night  is  passed,  every  moment  life a  passes  away. 

They  are  attached  to  (this)  false,  stinking  business  (of  the  world)  as  to  a  sweet  flavour. 

(3).  Lust,  wrath,  covetousness  and  infatuation — to  this  enjoyment  the  senses  cling. 

By  the  divine  male,  the  arranger  (of  all),  they  are  again  and  again  made  to  wander  about  in  births.3 

(4).  "When  he,  who  is  breaking  the  pain  of  the  poor,  has  become  merciful,  then  having  met  with  the 
Guru  all  comforts  are  obtained. 

Nanak  says :  (if)  I  meditate  (on  him)  day  and  night,  every  difficulty  is  overcome  and  removed. 

Pause. 

(By  whom)  this  divine  male,  the  arranger  (of  all)  is  muttered,  0  brother ! 

(To  him)  the  destroyer  of  the  pain  of  the  poor  (becomes)  merciful,  the  pain  of  birth  and  death  is 
done  away. 

V.     CXXVII.     CXCIV. 

(1).  On  account  of  the  lust  and  pleasure  of  a  moment  one  incurs  the  pain  of  a  crore  of  days. 

(If  one)  enjoys  pleasures  for  twenty-four  (or)  forty-eight  minutes,  he  repents  (of  it)  again  and  again. 

Pause. 

0  blind  one,  remember  Hari,  Hari,  the  king ! 

That  thy  day  has  come  near. 

(2).  If  by  mistake  thou  lookest  for  one  moment  at  the  Akk  and  Nim  tree,  thou  wilt  die. 

As  companionship  is  with  a  venomous  snake,  even  so  is  this  wife  of  another. 

(3).  On  account  of  an  enemy  (thou  art)  committing  sins,  (but)  the  thing  (=the  Supreme)  remains 
disregarded  (by  thee). 

(Thou  art)  a  companion  with  them,  (who)  leave  (thee),  (thou  art)  a  friend  with  (that  which)  goes 
to  ruin. 

(4).  The  whole  world  is  subject  to  this  law,  he  is  saved,  who  has  the  perfect  Guru. 

Nanak  says  :  the  ocean  of  existence  is  crossed  (by  them),  whose  bodies  have  been  purified. 

1  The  Lahore  lithographed  copy  and  MS.  No.  2484  read :  fjrfgilfT  Tff^T  *H3f  35VTn£>  but  MS. 
No.  2483  reads :  t^Tf^KT  ^f^T  *lf3T>  the  literal  translation  of  which  is :  delighting  in  falsehood  they 
cling  to  it. 

2  Itldijiq;  q  is  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

3  In  tTSTR  the  q  is  again  a  meaningless  alliteration. 
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VI.     CXXVIIL     CXCV. 

Dupade. 

(1).  "What  is  done  secretly,  that  is  seen  by  thee,  the  silly,  foolish  people  deny  it. 

lleceiving  (the  fruit  of)  their  (own)  doings  they  are  bound,  afterwards  they  repent  again  (of  it). 


By  my  Lord  every  procedure  is  known  before. 

From  him  who  is  carried  away  by  doubt,  thou  concealest  thyself,  afterwards  the  creature  is  listened  to.  * 

(2).  To  whatever  they  are  applied  (by  thee),  to  that  they  stick,  what  can  any  man  do  ? 

Pardon  me,  0  Supreme  Brahm,  0  Lord,  Nanak  is  always  a  sacrifice  to  thee. 

VII.     CXXIX.     CXCVI. 

(1).  The  honour  of  thy  own  servant  thou  thyself  keepest,  thou  thyself  makest  (him)  mutter  (thy)  name. 
Wherever  the  work  of  (thy)  servant  is,  there  he  runs,  having  risen. 

Pause. 
To  (his)  servant  he  shows,  (that)  he  is  near  (him). 
"Whatever  the  servant  says  to  the  Lord,  that  comes  to  pass  instantly. 
(2).  I  am  a  sacrifice  to  that  servant,  who  pleases  his  Lord. 
Having  heard  the  report  about  him  (my)  mind  became  happy,  Nanak  comes  to  worship  him. 


ASA  ;    GHAB,  XI. ;   MAHALA  V. 
Om  !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     CXXX.     CXCVII. 

(1).  The  rope-dancer  exhibits  disguises  in  many  ways;  as  he  is,  such  (am  I),  0  dear. 
(I)  wandered  about  in  many  wombs  in  error  and  never  have  entered  happiness,  0  dear  ! 

Pause. 
The  virtuous  saints  are  my  friends,  without  Hari  (I  am)  continually  overcome,  0  dear ! 
Having  fallen  in  with  the  society  of  the  pious  the  excellences  of  Hari  are  sung  (by  me),  regeneration, 
the  (great)  thing,  is  overcome,  0  dear ! 

(2).  Say,  in  which  wise  shall  the  Maya  with  the  three  qualities,  which  was  made  by  Brahm,  be  crossed? 

The  bottomless,  hard  whirlpool  is  crossed  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  Searching  and  searching  I  reflected,  this  truth  was  known  by  Nanak,  0  dear  ! 

By  remembering  the  name,  the  invaluable  treasure,  (my)  mind,  the  ruby,  believed  (in  it). 

II.     CXXXI.     CXCVIII. 

Dupade. 

(1).  By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  (Hari)  dwells  in  my  mind,  what  I  ask,  I  obtain,  0  dear ! 
By  delighting  in  the  name  this  (my)  mind  is  satiated,  I  do  not  run  again  anywhere,  0  dear ! 

Pause. 
My  Lord  is  higher  than  all,  day  and  night  I  praise  him. 
In  a  moment  he  establishes  and  disestablishes,  of  him  I  make  thee  afraid,  0  dear ! 

1   lft*W  5ft  1fTK\  i-e.  Tfft*H  Sft  "ETT3  *H?ft»  the  word  of  the  creature  is  minded  (by  thee). 
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(2).  When  I  behold  my  own  Lord  and  master,  I  do  not  think  in  my  mind  of  other  friends. 
Nanak,  the  slave,  is  dressed  by  the  Lord  himself  (with  a  dress  of  honour),  having  effaced  error  and 
fear  in  a  moment.1 

III.     CXXXIL     CXCIX. 

(1).  The  four  castes  and  those  who  are  pommelling  the  public,  on  the  palm  of  whose  hands  the  six 
philosophical  systems  are  : 

The  beautiful,  the  clever,  the  handsome,  the  intelligent  are  deluded  and  deceived  by  the  five,'  0  dear  ! 


Is  there  such  a  strong  man  as  to  meet  and  beat  the  five  heroes  and  champions  ? 

By  whom  the  five  are  beaten  and  cut  to  pieces,  he  is  a  perfect  man  in  this  Kali-yuga,  0  dear  ! 

(2).  A  very  great  tribe,  that  does  not  flee,  a  strong  and  obstinate  army 

Is  destroyed  by  that  man,  says  Nanak,  (who  is)  in  the  shelter "  of  the  society  of  the  pious. 

IV.  CXXXIII.     CC. 

The  highest  good  of  the  soul  is  the  story  about  Hari,  all  other  enjoyments  are  insipid,  0  dear ! 

(1).  The  Munis,  acquainted  with  the  six  (philosophical  systems)  calculate  much  (in  their)  thought, 
and  nothing  is  fixed  (by  them).4 

(2).  The  pure,  infinite,  comfortable  antidote5  against  poison  is  matured  in  the  society  of  the  pious, 
(says)  Nanak. 

V.  CXXXIV.     CCI. 

Pause. 

My  beloved  is  the  nectar-holding  (word). 

By  the  Guru  it  is  not  removed  one  moment  from  (my)  mind,  0  dear ! 

(1).  (His)  sight  and  touch  are  rendering  (me)  happy  (and)  joyful,  I  delight  continually  in  the  creator, 
0  dear! 

(2).  By  uttering  one  moment  Hari,  knowable  by  the  Guru,  there  is  no  punishment  of  Tama;  Hari 
is  in  the  bosom  of  Nanak,  Hari  is  in  (his)  breast. 

vi.   cxxxv.   ecu. 


In  the  society  of  the  pious  there  is  goodness. 

(1).  (Every)  watch,  forty-eight  minutes  and  moment  they  are  continually  singing  Govind,  Govind 
they  praise. 

(2).  In  going,  sitting,  sleeping  the  praise  of  Hari  (is)  in  (their)  mind  and  body,  they  hang  (on 
his)  feet. 

(3).  I  am  light,  thou  art  heavy,  0  Lord !  Mnak  knows  (thy)  asylum. 

1  fWtll^Q  =  ftytf  s.f.  (SindhI  f%*l)  moment,  avau  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

2  The  five  are:  3"[*f  etc.  Jg&\.=  g^T,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

3  HWld  =  "*£$>  <h   3**61  s-m.  shelter,  support  (SindhI  fr^ft). 

4  In  46 1  Ji) 41%  'he  last  two  syllables  ofl^  are  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

5  f^Wnft  *•/■  A  thorny  plant,  used  as  an  antidote  against  poison  (Sansk.  f^ntT>  hut  in  Hindi  fem.). 
The  Sikh  Granthls  explain  f^Ttf!^  as  an  adjective,  signifying :  uncontaminated  !  A  groundless  conjecture, 
as  in  so  many  other  cases. 


568  RAG  ASA;    MAH,  V.,  SABD  CXXXVI.— CXXXVIII.  (CCIII.— CCV.) 

ASA ;    GHAE  XII. ;    MAHALA  V. 
Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     CXXXVI.     CCIII. 

(1).  Giving  up  all  cunning  -worship  the  formless  Supreme  Brahm  ! 
Without  the  One  true  name  all  appears  as  dust. 

Pause. 
That  Lord  is  known  (as  being)  always  with  (every  one). 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  One  is  comprehended  by  love  to  Hari. 
(2).  The  protection  of  the  One  is  powerful,  there  is  no  other  place  (for  protection). 
The  water  of  the  great  world  is  crossed  by  singing  always  the  excellences  of  Hari. 
(3).  Birth  and  death  are  removed,  no  pain  is  incurred  in  the  city  of  Tama. 
The  treasure  of  the  name  he  obtains,  on  whom  that  Lord  bestows  mercy. 
(4).  The  One  is  stay  and  support,  the  One  only  is  of  use  to  the  weak. 
Nanak  (says) :  joining  the  society  of  the  pious  he  should  be  muttered,  without  Hari  there  is  none  other. 

II.  CXXXVII.     CCIV. 

(1).  Soul,  mind,  body,  life,  all  pleasures  and  enjoyments  are  given  by  the  Lord. 
He  is  the  friend  of  the  poor,  bountiful  to  the  creatures,  an  asylum  for  protection.1 

Pause. 
0  my  mind,  meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari ! 

In  this  and  that  world  he  is  a  companion  with  (thee),  apply  thy  devotion  to  the  One ! 
(2).  The  people  meditate  on  the  Veda  and  the  Shastras  for  the  sake  of  crossing  the  world  (of  existence). 
Above  many  works  and  religious  ceremonies  is  the  practice  of  the  name. 
(3).  Lust,  wrath,  egotism  are  destroyed,  (if  one)  meet  with  the  true  Gurdev. 
(In  whom)  he  makes  firm  the  name  and  attachment  to  Hari,  (his)  service  of  the  Lord  is  good. 
(4).  0  merciful  one,  (I  flee)  to  the  asylum  of  thy  feet,  thou  art  the  hope  of  the  poor. 
Thou  art  the  support  of  (my)  life,  thou,  0  Lord,  art  the  protection  of  Nanak ! 

III.  CXXXVIII.     CCV. 

(1).  Boiling  about  great  pain  is  incurred  without  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Acquire  the  gain  of  Govind,  the  juice  of  Hari !  the  Supreme  Brahm  is  unchangeable. 

Pause. 
The  name  of  Hari  should  continually  be  muttered  ! 
At  every  breath  meditate  on  that  Lord,  give  up  other  love ! 
(2).  That  Lord  is  the  powerful  cause  of  causes,  he  himself  is  the  giver  of  life. 
Giving  up  all  cunning  mutter  the  Lord  the  eight  watches ! 

(3).  He  is  friend,  companion,  assistant  and  associate  (to  thee),  he  is  high,  unattainable,  boundless. 
Make  (his)  lotus-foot  dwell  in  (thy)  heart !   (he  is)  the  support  of  (thy)  life. 

(4).  Bestow  mercy  (on  me),  0  Supreme  Brahm,  (that)  I  may  sing  (thy)  excellences  (and  thy)  praise ! 
Nanak  lives  by  muttering  (thy)  name,  (in  which)  are  all  comforts  (and)  great  dignity. 

1  %3J  is  postposition  =  5"@. 
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IV.     CXXXIX.     CCVI. 

(1).  Seeing  the  society  of  the  pious  I  make  efforts,  (if)  the  Lord  causes  (me)  to  make  (them). 
He  applies  (to  me)  the  colour  of  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  the  Lord  himself  colours  (me). 

Pause. 
In  my  mind  I  mutter '  the  name  of  Earn. 

Mercifully  dwell  in  my  heart,  become  thou  thyself  (my)  companion  ! 
(2).  Having  heard  thy  name,  0  beloved  Lord,  I  desire  to  see  (thee). 
Bestow  mercy  on  thy  -worm,  even  this  is  (my)  wish  and  desire. 
(3).  (My)  body  and  property  are  thine,  thou  art  my  Lord,  nothing  is  in  my  power. 
As  thou  keepest  me,  so  I  remain,  what  thou  givest,  I  eat. 

(4).  Thou  cuttest  off  the  sins  of  (my)  several  births,  (I  am)  bathing  in  the  dust  of  the  people 
of  Hari. 

By  love  and  devotion  error  and  fear  are  annihilated,  Hari  is  always  in  the  presence  of  Nanak. 

V.     CXL.     CCVII. 

(1).  Unattainable,  incomprehensible  is  thy  form,  he  attains  to  it,  on  whose  forehead  (this)  lot 
(is  written). 

(On  whom)  by  the  kind  Lord  himself  mercy  is  bestowed,  (to  him)  by  the  true  Guru  the  name  of 
Hari  is  given. 

Pause. 

The  Kali-yug  is  saved  by  the  Gurdev. 

"Who  were  perplexed  and  confounded  by  discharging  behind  and  before  (through  terror),  they  all 
applied  themselves  to  thy  service. 

(2).  Thou  thyself  art  the  creator,  the  upholder  of  the  whole  creation,  in  all  thou  art  contained. 

Dharm-raja  became  astonished,  the  whole  (creation)  came  and  fell  down  at  (thy)  feet. 

(3).  (There  is)  the  Satya,  Treta  and  Dvapar  Tuga,  (but)  the  highest  among  the  Vugas  the  Kali- 
yuga  is  called. 

"Who  assents  2  (to  the  words  of  the  Guru),  he  is  assented  to,  no  one  is  seized  in  any  place. 

(4).  0  Hari,  thou  dost,  what  thy  devotees  ask  for,  this  is  thy  glory. 

Joining  his  hands  Nanak  asks  for  (this)  gift :  0  Hari,  give  (me)  the  sight  of  thy  Baints ! 

ASA;  GHAK  XIII.;  MAHALA  V. 

Om !    by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     CXLI.     CCVIII. 


0  true  Guru,  by  thy  words  the  vicious  are  saved ! 

(1).  The  very  dejected,  wicked  and  censorious  (become)  purified  in  (thy)  society. 
(2).  ("Who  were)  wandering  about  in  (several)  births,  (who  were)  falling  into  hell,  their  families 
are  saved  (by  them). 

(3).  ("Whom)  nobody  knows,  (whom)  nobody  minds,  they  are  manifest  at  the  gate  of  Hari. 

(4).   What  glory,  what  greatness  shall  I  give  (to  thee)  ?    Nanak  is  every  moment  a  sacrifice  to  thee. 

1  WrfV  instead  of  7l"pft>  f°r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
1  *HfvJ^c).  assent,  consent ;  SindhI  ^jf^iTT  (&»»»•)• 
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II.     CXLII.     CCIX. 

Pause. 

(Those)  remain  fools : 

(1).  (Who)  are  intoxicated  with  love  to  (their)  family  (and)  enjoyment  of  sensual  gifts;  laying  hold 
of  falsehood  they  are  tied  down  (by  it). 

(2).  Plans,  designs,  the  joy  and  delight  of  a  dream  are  called  true  by  the  self-willed. 

(3).  The  secret  of  the  nectar-name,  the  boon,  (that  is)  with  (him),  he  does  not  find  out  a  bit. 

(4).  Bestowing  (his)  mercy  (we)  were  put  (by  him)  into  the  society  of  the  pious;  Nanak  is  (in 
their)  asylum. 

III.     CXLIII.     CCX. 

Tipade. 


That  is  the  love  to  the  beloved. 

(1).  Gold,  rubies,  elephants,  pearls,  rubies,  not,  not,  not. 

(2).  Not  dominion,  not  fortune,  not  command,  not  enjoyment: 

Nothing,  nothing  I  desire. 

(3).  By  worshipping  the  asylums  of  the  feet  of  the  saints  l 

I  obtain  the  highest  comfort. 

Nanak  (says) :  (my)  burning  is  removed,  the  friend  of  (my)  affection  is  met  with. 

IV.  CXLIV.     CCXI. 

Pause. 
By  the  Guru  (thou  wast)  shown  (to  my)  eyes. 

(1).  In  this  and  that  world,  in  everybody  art  thou,  thou,  0  fascinating  one ! 
(2).  (Thou)  alone,  0  beautiful  one,  (art)  the  cause  of  causes,  the  upholder  of  the  earth  ! 
(3).  (I  am)  a  sacrifice  to  the  adoring  touch  and  sight  of  the  saints. 
Nanak  is  sleeping  in  comfort. 

V.  CXLV.     CCXII. 


The  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  priceless. 

He  is  naturally  happy. 

(1).  He  is  a  companion  with  (me),  he  does  not  give  (me)  up,  he  is  unfathomable  and  inestimable. 

(2).  The  beloved  is  (my)  brother,  (my)  father  and  mother,  the  refuge  of  (his)  devotees. 

(3).  The  invisible  one  is  shown,  he  is  obtained  from  the  Guru,  this  one  is  the  embodiment  of  Hari. 

VI.     CXLVI.     CCXIII. 


He  accomplishes  his  devotion, 

(To  whom)  the  Lord  has  come. 

(1).  ("Whose)  aim  the  blessing  of  the  name  is,  he  makes  the  feet  (of  Hari)  dwell  in  (his)  heart. 

(2).  This  one  is  emancipated,  this  one  is  devoted,  (who)  holds  fast  the  society  of  the  saints. 

(3).  (If)  I  meditate  on  the  name,  I  become  easily  absorbed. 

Nanak  sing3  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

1  The  whole  line  is  one  aggregate  of  words  without  any  grammatical  relation  ;  the  translation  can  there- 
fore be  only  a  guess. 
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VII.  CXLVII.     CCXIV. 

Pause. 
The  feet  of  the  Lord  are  beautifu*. 
By  the  saints  of  Hari  they  are  obtained. 

(1).  Their  own  self  is  parted  -with,  worship  is  performed  (by  them),  the  excellences  (of  Hari)  are 
sung  (by  them)  with  delight. 

(2).  They  long  after  the  One,  they  are  thirsting  after  (his)  sight,  no  other  pleases  (them). 
(3).  (Bestow)  thy  mercy  (on  me) !  what  is  the  helpless  creature 
Nanak  is  a  sacrifice  (to  thee). 

VIII.  CXLVIII.     CCXV. 


Eemember  the  One  in  (thy)  mind ! 

(1).  Meditate  on  the  name,  fix  it  in  (thy)  heart,  without  him  there  is  none  other ! 

(2).  Come  to  the  asylum  of  the  Lord,  all  fruits  are  obtained  (there),  all  pain  departs. 

(3).  The  divine  male,  the  arranger  (of  all),  is  bountiful  to  the  creatures,  in  every  creature  he  is. 

IX.     CXLIX.     CCXVI. 

Pause. 
Who  is  forgetting  Hari,  he  dies. 

(1).  "Who  meditates  on  the  name,  obtains  all  fruits,  that  man  becomes  happy. 

(2).  (If  one)  practise  works  of  egotism,  (though)  he  be  called  a  king,  he  is  bound  (by  them)  (like) 
a  parrot  by  error  (is  caught)  by  a  twig  smeared  with  quick-lime. 

(3).  Nanak  says :  with  whom  the  true  Guru  has  met,  that  man  becomes  immovable. 

ASA ;    GHAK  XIV. ;    MAHALA  V. 

Om !    By   the   favour   of   the   true   Guru ! 

I.     CL.     CCXVII. 

Pause. 

That  love  is  (always)  new. 

It  clings  continually  to  (its)  own  beloved. 

(1).  Who  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord,  is  not  born  again. 

He  is  absorbed  in  devotion  and  love  to  Hari,  in  affection  to  Hari. 

(2).  May  this  mind  be  given  (to  me),  (that)  union  with  the  Lord  may  be  brought  about ! 

Bestow  thy  own  mercy  (on  me),  that  Nanak  may  obtain  the  name ! 

II.     CLI.     CCXVIII. 


Join  (me),  0  beloved  Earn,  without  thee  nobody  remains  sedate. 
(1).  (Though)  one  do  many  works  (according  to)  the  Smriti  and  the  Shastras : 
Yet  without  thy  sight,  0  Lord,  there  is  no  happiness. 

(2).  Practising  vows,  religious  observances  and  control  of  the  senses  they  have  become  tired;  Nanak 
(is  in)  the  asylum  of  the  pious,  with  (whom)  the  Lord  dwells. 
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ASA ;    GHAR  XV. ;    PARTAL ; '    MAHALA  V. 
By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.    CLII.    CCXIX. 

(1).  (Who)  is  sunk  in  vice  and  asleep  in  intoxication  gets  no  understanding. 
"When  he  is  seized  by  the  hair  by  Tama  and  marched  off,  then  he  is  ruined.2 


(Who)  are  given  to  covetousness  of  sensual  objects,  the  poison,  they,  being  deprived  (of  their)  wealth, 
distress  (their)  mind. 

Being  intoxicated  with  arrogance  and  pride,  the  godless  do  not  know  (that  there  will  come  upon 
them)  destruction  in  a  moment. 

(2).  The  Vedas,  Shastras  and  (holy)  men  cry,  but  the  deaf  man  does  not  hear. 

Having  utterly  lost  the  play  he  becomes  bankrupt  (and  then)  the  fool  repents  in  his  mind. 

(3).  All  fines  are  paid  (by  him)  in  the  wrong  way  and  are  not  taken  account  of  in  the  court. 

The  work,  by  means  of  which  he  remains  under  protection,  he  does  not  do. 

(4).  When  the  world  was  shown  to  me  as  such  by  the  Guru,  I  sang  the  praise  of  the  One. 

Having  given  up  (all  other)  hope  and  cunning  Nanak  came  to  (his)  asylum. 

II.  CLIII.     CCXX. 

Pause. 

By  the  occupation  with  the  name  of  Govind 

The  pious  and  saints  are  conciliated,  the  Beloved  one  is  obtained,  (his)  excellences  are  sung  and  the 
five  sounds  and  musical  instruments  played. 

(1).  He  (i.e.  the  Guru)  bestows  mercy  (on  me),  he  goes  and  shows  (me)  the  bridegroom,  now  I  am 
in  love  with  Govind. 

Serving  the  saint  with  love  he  applies  (to  me)  the  colour  of  (my)  beloved  Lord. 

(2).  The  Guru  makes  fast  divine  knowledge  in  (my)  mind,  he  makes  (me)  rejoice,  (that)  the  bride- 
groom neither  comes  nor  goes,  he  puts  (this)  treasure  into  (my)  mind. 

I  have  given  up  all  the  desire  of  (my)  mind. 

It  has  been  a  long,  long  time,  much  desire  has  affected  (my)  mind. 

Show  me  the  sight  of  Hari,  show  it  to  me  ! 

Poor  Nanak  has  come  to  (thy)  asylum,  take  (me)  to  (thy)  neck ! 

III.  CLIV.     CCXXI. 

Pause. 

0  that  some  one  would  demolish  the  troublesome  pit ! 

That  he  would  keep  (me)  away  from  hope,  desire,  deception,  illusion  and  error  ! 

(1).  May  lust,  wrath,  covetousness  and  pride,  may  (all)  these  diseases  leave  (me) ! 

(2).  In  the  society  of  the  saints  I  will  delight  in  the  name  and  sing  the  excellences  of  Govind. 

Day  by  day  I  will  meditate  on  the  Lord. 

Error  and  fear  I  will  overcome  and  efface. 

Nanak  recovers  the  treasure  of  the  name. 

1  "MrfdlW  (s.f.),  a  certain  mode  in  music. 

2  urfcT  TllcM,  to  be  ruined.     MS.  No.  2483  reads  "Hlp3T%>  ne  repents. 
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IV.     CLV.     CCXXII. 


Abandon  lust,  wrath  and  cove^ousness  ! 
0  (my)  mind,  remember  the  name  of  Govind  ! 
The  adoration  of  Hari  is  a  fruitful  work. 

(1).  Give  up  pride,  illusion,  vice,  (they  are)  false,  mutter:  Ram,  Earn,  Earn! 
0  my  mind,  stick  to  the  feet  of  the  saints  ! 

(2).  "Wake  and  remember  the  feet  of  the  Lord  Gopal,  (who  is)  merciful  to  the  poor,  purifying  the 
sinners,  of  the  Supreme  Brahm,  Hari ! 

Adore  him,  0  Nanak,  (and  thy)  lot  (is)  perfect. 

V.     CLVI.     CCXXIII. 
Pause. 

Joy  (and)  grief,  weeping  and  gladness  are  shown  as  a  play. 

(1).  One  moment  there  is  fear,  one  moment  (one  is)  fearless,  in  another  moment  one  rises  and  runs  away. 

One  moment  there  is  relish,  one  moment  there  is  enjoyment,  in  another  moment  (one)  gives  it  up. 

(2).  One  moment  there  is  abstract  devotion,  austerities  and  much  worship,  in  another  moment  there 
is  doubt. 

(On  whom)  one  moment  there  is  mercy  in  the  society  of  the  pious,  0  Nanak,  (to  him)  is  applied  the 
colour  of  Hari. 

ASA  ;    MAHALA  V. ;    GHAR  XYII. ;    ASAVARI. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
I.     CLVII.    CCXXIV. 


I  say :  0  G5vind,  Govind  ! 

Hari,  Hari  is  dear  to  (my)  mind. 

What  the  Guru  says,  I  keep  in  (my)  mind. 

I  break  it  away  from  others  and  make  it  return  (to  Hari). 

Thus  the  darling  I  have  obtained,  0  (female)  friend  ! 

(1).  There  is  fascination  by  the  lotus  in  the  pond.1 

(But)  the  foot  does  not  go  there,  I  am  worn  out. 

I  do  not  remain  bewildered  and  confused. 

I  make  efforts  being  intent  on  one  object. 

(Being)  in  the  asylum  of  (his)  feet  I  get  out,  0  friend ! 

(2).  I  am  firm,  firm  in  (my)  mind. 

Forest  and  house  are  the  same  (to  me). 

"Within  (me)  is  (my)  One  beloved. 

Outside  I  view  (him)  as  many.2 

I  practise  the  Raja-yoga. 

In  the  world  I  am  not  of  the  world,  0  friend,  says  Nanak. 

1  The  sense  is :  I  am  fascinated  by  the  lotus  in  the  pond.    There  is  an  allusion  to,  or  rather  a  paraphrase 
ofAsa,Sabd.  29(1). 

3  The  sense  is :  the  Supreme  has  many  outward  forms. 
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II.  CLVIII.     CCXXV. 

Pause. 
One  desire  I  entertain. 

(My)  meditation  is  continually  (directed)  on  the  Guru. 
Firm  is  the  mantra  and  knowledge  of  the  saints  (in  me). 
I  worship  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

Then  union  is  brought  about,  (if)  the  Guru  incline  (to  thee)  in  mercy,  0  my  mind. 
(1).  The  support  of  another  breaks  down.1 
He  is  contained  in  every  place. 
The  fear  of  Tama  subsides. 
The  tree  is  planted  in  (its)  place. 
Then  all  obsequiousness  (to  others)  ceases. 
(2).  On  whose  forehead  (this)  (is  written)  as  his  due  : 
He  crosses  the  fire  of  existence.2 
In  his  own  house  he  gets  a  (firm)  place. 
He  delights  in  Hari  (and)  enjoys  (him). 
His  hunger  has  ceased. 
Nanak  (says) :  he  is  naturally  absorbed  (in  Hari),  0  (my)  mind  ! 

III.  CLIX.     CCXXVI. 

Pause. 
On  Hari,  Hari,  Hari  I  reflect. 
"With  natural  contemplation  he  is  muttered. 
The  tongue  of  the  pious  utters  (him). 
The  way  of  emancipation  is  heard. 
By  the  very  pure  it  is  obtained,  0  my  mind ! 
(1).  The  (holy)  men  (and)  Munis  seek  (him), 
(Who  is)  the  Lord  and  owner  of  all. 
In  the  Kali-yuga,  in  the  world  it  is  difficult  to  find  him, 
"Who  is  destroying  pain. 

The  Lord  is  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  low,  0  (my)  mind  ! 
(2).  0  mind,  he  should  be  adored, 
( Who  is)  invisible  and  impenetrable  ! 
Make  friendship  with  him, 
(Who)  does  not  perish,  nor  go  nor  die  ! 
Prom  the  Guru  he  is  known, 
(Says)  Nanak,  who  is  my  heart's  content,  0  my  mind  ! 

IV.  CLX.     CCXXVII. 


Lay  hold  of  the  refuge  of  the  One  ! 

Utter  the  word  of  the  Guru  ! 

Perform  the  order  of  the  True  one  ! 

Seek  the  treasure  in  thy  mind  ! 

And  thou  wilt  enter  into  happiness,  0  my  mind  ! 

1  W31  m-  support,  prop.     Niha  is  a  meaningless  alliteration,  as  in  many  other  rhymes  of  these  lines. 
1  f  ishere  =  3@(HW)- 
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(1).  "Who  dies  whilst  living: 

He  crosses  (the  ocean  of  existence),  which  is  hard  to  cross. 

"Who  becomes  the  dust  of  al^ 

Him  I  call  fearless. 

(His)  anxieties  are  effaced 

By  the  instruction  of  the  saints,  0  my  mind  ! 

(2).  "Whose  happiness  the  name  is  : 

That  man  pain  never  approaches. 

"Who  hears  the  praise  of  Hari,  Hari : 

Everybody  minds  him. 

He  has  become  fruitful, 

(Says)  Nanak,  who  has  become  acceptable  to  the  Lord,  0  my  mind ! 

V.  CLXI.     CCXXVIII. 

Pause. 
If  meeting  together  the  praise  of  Hari  be  sung, 
The  highest  step  ( =  emancipation)  is  obtained. 
"Who  is  pierced  with  love  to  him  : 
He  has  all  perfections. 
Day  by  day  he  wakes. 

Nanak  (says)  :  he  is  very  fortunate,  0  my  mind  ! 
(1).  (If)  the  feet  of  the  saints  be  washed, 
Folly  is  removed. 
Become  the  dust  of  the  saints.! 
No  pain  whatever  will  afflict  (thee) ! 
Fall  on  the  asylum  of  the  saints  ! 
Thou  wilt  never  be  born  (any  more)  nor  die. 
Those  become  immovable, 
By  whom  Hari,  Hari  is  muttered,  0  my  mind  ! 
(2).  (My)  sweetheart  and  friend  art  thou. 
Strengthen  to  me  the  name  ! 
"Without  him  there  is  none  other. 
Adore  him  in  (thy)  mind  ! 
May  he  not  be  forgotten  a  moment ! 
"Without  him  how  shall  (one)  get  on  ? 
I  am  a  sacrifice  to  the  Guru. 
Nanak  mutters  the  name,  0  my  mind ! 

VI.  CLXII.     CCXXIX. 

Pause. 
Thou  art  the  cause  of  causes. 
None  other  is  known  by  me. 
"What  thou  dost,  that  takes  place. 
In  ease  and  comfort  they  sleep. 
Composure  is  given  to  the  mind  (of  them), 
"Who  have  fallen  down  at  the  gate  of  the  Lord,  0  my  mind ! 
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(1).  By  associating  with  the  pious 

Control  of  the  senses  (becomes)  perfect. 

"When  one's  own  self  is  given  up  : 

Then  (all)  afflictions  are  effaced. 

Mercy  is  bestowed  (on  them). 

The  Banvari  is  preserving  (their)  honour,  0  my  mind  ! 

(2).  This  should  be  considered  as  happiness. 

What  Hari  does,  should  be  minded. 

No  one  is  unhappy, 

Who  becomes  the  dust  of  the  saints. 

Whom  he  himself  protects  : 

He  tastes  the  nectar  of  Hari,  0  my  mind ! 

(3).  Who  has  got  no  one  : 

His  is  that  Lord. 

Who  comprehends  (his)  inner  mind  : 

To  him  everything  is  known. 

Save  the  sinner ! 

This  is  the  prayer  of  Nanak,  0  my  mind  ! 

VII.     CLXIII.     CCXXX. 

Ik  tuha. 

Pause. 
Those  strangers 

Are  hearing  the  message. 

(1).  To  whom  they  are  attached  : 

All  (those)  they  leave  behind. 

Those  become  like  a  dream, 

By  whom  the  name  of  Hari  is  taken. 

(2).  Who  forsaking  Hari  cling  to  another : 

They  are  born  (again)  and,  having  died,  are  ruined. 

By  whom  Hari,  Hari  is  obtained : 

They  remain  alive. 

To  whom  he  (Hari)  becomes  merciful : 

He  is  a  devotee,  (says)  Nanak. 

EAGU  ASA;    MAHALA  IX. 
Om  !    by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     CCXXXI. 

Pause. 

To  whom  shall  I  tell  the  pain  of  (my)  mind  ? 

(I  am)  devoured  by  greediness,  I  am  running  about  in  the  ten  directions  (of  the  earth),  I  long 
for  wealth. 

(1).  For  the  sake  of  pleasure  I  undergo  much  pain,  I  am  serving  every  man. 

At  every  door  I  am  strolling  about  like  a  dog,  I  have  no  concern  about  the  worship  of  Bam. 

(2).  The  human  birth  (I  have  got),  (I  am)  wasting  to  no  purpose,  I  am  not  ashamed  at  the  laughter 
of  the  people. 

Why  is  Nanak  not  singing  the  praise  of  Hari  ?  it  destroys  the  had  thoughts  of  the  body. 
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()•  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I. 

(1).  Descending  he  bathes  in  a*  pond  hard  of  access. 

He  neither  speaks  nor  talks,  he  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(Like)  water  in  the  atmosphere  he  is  absorbed  in  the  Insentient  (Supreme). 

Stirring  the  juice  of  truth  he  gets  the  great  juice  (of  nectar). 


Hear  such,  divine  knowledge,  0  my  mind  ! 

Being  omnipresent  he  upholds  all  places. 

(2).  Vows  of  truth  and  religious  observances  do  not  afflict  death.1 

By  means  of  the  word  of  the  true  Guru  (one)  consumes  his  wrath. 

By  dwelling  in  the  tenth  gate  he  applies  profound  meditation. 

By  the  touch  of  the  philosopher's  stone  he  obtains  the  highest  step. 

(3).  For  the  sake  of  the  happiness "  of  (his)  mind  he  churns  truth. 

In  a  brimful  pond  he  does  not  wash  off  his  dirt. 

As  he  is,  to  whom  he  is  attached,  such  he  becomes. , 

What  the  creator  himself  does,  that  takes  place. 

(4).  The  cool  snow  of  the  Guru  extinguishes  the  fire  (of  passions). 

(His)  service  increases  intelligence  and  (superhuman)  power. 

Bestowing 3  (his)  sight  he  comes  easily  to  (one's)  house, 

(And)  makes  (one)  utter  the  pure  word  (and)  sound. 

(5).  "Within  (the  heart)  is  divine  knowledge  (and)  the  essence  of  the  great  juice  (=  nectar). 

Reflecting  on  the  Guru  (is  equal  to)  bathing  at  a  Tirtha. 

"Within  is  the  place  of  worship  of  the  enemy  of  Mura. 

The  Luminous  one  is  mingling  light  (with  himself). 

(6).  (Their)  mind  is  delighted  in  the  love  of  the  One. 

The  pious  are  absorbed  in  the  king. 

They  act  (according  to)  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord. 

The  eternal  Lord  cannot  be  apprehended. 

(7).  It  is  produced  in  water  and  is  far  from  the  water.4 

In  water  the  light  remains  brimful. 

Near  to  whom,  far  from  whom  shall  I  call  (him)  ? 

I  sing  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences,  seeing  (him)  in  (my)  presence. 

(8).  Inside  and  outside  there  is  none  other. 

What  pleases  him,  that  takes  also  place. 

Hear,  0  Bharthari,6  Nanak  expresses  (this)  thought : 

The  pure  name  is  my  support. 

1  i.e.  are  not  able  to  remove  death. 

2  *T^  >s  here  very  likely  =  Jffcf ,  happiness. 

3  *JfTfM"  is  here  part,  past  conj.  from  IWTVcST  =  Sansk.  '3PJUI',  to  bestow. 
*  i.e.  the  reflection  of  light. 

5  ddMfd,  name  of  a  JSgi,  with  whom  Nanak  is  said  to  have  had  different  discussions. 
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ir. 

(1).  All  mutterings,  all  austerities,  all  cleverness  (are  of  no  use). 
(He)  wanders  about  in  the  desert,  no  way  is  found. 
"Without  comprehending  (the  truth)  no  one  is  accepted. 
On  a  head  destitute  of  the  name  (there  are)  dark  spots. 

Pause. 
True  is  the  Lord,  the  world  is  subject  to  destruction. 
(That)  man  is  emancipated,  (who  is)  a  disciple  (and)  slave  (of  the  Guru). 
(2).  The  world  is  bound  by  spiritual  illusion  and  by  much  longing. 
By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  some  (become)  indifferent  (to  the  world). 
In  (whose)  heart  the  lotus  of  the  name  is  opened  : 
They  have  no  fear  of  Tama. 

(3).  The  world  is  overcome  by  women,  by  the  love  of  fascinating  women. 
Clinging  to  son  and  wife  it  forgets  the  name. 
Life  is  wasted  to  no  purpose,  the  play  is  lost. 
Ey  serving  the  true  Guru  (one's)  work  is  accomplished. 
(4).  Outside  he  utters  egotism  and  makes  (others)  enter  it. 
Inside  he  is  emancipated  and  never  implicates  himself. 

The  infatuation  (caused  by)  the  Maya,  he  consumes  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
He  always  meditates  in  his  heart  on  the  pure  name. 
(5).  (Who)  keeps  and  checks  (his)  running  (mind): 

(Him)  he  (i.e.  the  Guru)  unites  with  the  society  of  the  disciples  (according  to  his)  destiny. 
"Without  the  Guru  he  is  led  astray,  he  comes  and  goes. 

(On  whom)  he  (the  Guru)  bestows  a  favourable  look,  (him)  he  unites  to  close  connexion  (with  himself). 
(6).  (If)  I  speak  of  the  beautiful  (Supreme),  he  cannot  be  described. 
If  I  relate  the  Inexpressible,  I  cannot  get  any  estimate  of  him. 
All  pain  is  thine,  (all)  happiness  (is  allotted  according  to  thy)  will. 
All  pain  is  effaced  by  the  true  name. 

(7).  A  musical  instrument  without  a  hand,  beating  time  in  music  without  a  foot.1 
If  he  comprehend  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  then  he  is  truly  exalted. 
In  (whose)  heart  is  the  True  one,  he  has  all  happiness. 
(On  whom)  he  casts  a  favourable  look,  (him)  the  preserver  preserves. 
(8).  The  three  worlds  are  known  (to  him),  (who)  clears  away  his  own  self. 
(Who)  comprehends  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 
("Who)  with  one  continual  devotion  reflects  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru) : 
Blessed  is  (that)  mindful  man,  (says)  Nanak. 

III. 

(1).  The  destinies  are  innumerable;  write  (them  severally  and)  mind  (them) ! 

Praise  the  heart-pleasing  True  one  with  attention ! 

Beading  continually  the  stories  (about  him)  keep  (them)  in  mind  ! 2 

The  destinies  are  innumerable,  he  who  is  free  from  destiny,3  is  boundless. 

1  No  grammatical  relation  of  any  kind  is  pointed  out. 

2  aid  here  =  3T35,  to  keep  in  mind. 

3  IKwMi  exempt  from  destiny  =  the  Supreme. 


RAG  ASA;  MAH.  I,,  ASTPAD.  IV.  579 


Pause. 


Such  True  one  consider  thou  as  the  only  One ! 

Eecognize  birth  and  death  (as  his)  order ! 

(2).  By  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  (and)  by  death  the  world  is  bound. 

"Who  is  bound  is  emancipated  by  remembering  the  name. 

The  Guru  is  the  giver  of  happiness,  do  not  seek  another  one  ! 

Here  and  there  he  goes  on  with  thee. 

(3).  (If  one)  die  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  then  he  applies  his  devout  meditation  to  the  One. 

(If)  he  remains  immovable,  he  puts  a  stop  to  his  wandering. 

He  (becomes)  emancipated  whilst  living,  (if)  he  make  the  name  dwell  in  his  mind. 

(If)  he  becomes  a  disciple,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(4).  By  whom  the  earth,  the  firmament  and  the  sky  are  made ; 

By  whom  all  is  established  and  again  disestablished : 

He  himself  is  unintermittingly  in  all. 

He  does  not  ask  any  one,  he  himself  bestows. 

(5).  Thou  art  the  full  ocean,  the  ruby,  the  diamond. 

Thou  art  pure,  true,  profound  in  qualities. 

He  enjoys  happiness,  (who)  meets  with  the  Guru,  the  Pir. 

One  is  the  Lord,  one  his  Vazlr. 

(6).  The  world  is  led  captive  ;  (those  are)  free,  (by  whom)  egotism  is  destroyed. 

In  the  world  the  wise  and  well-conducted  one  is  rare. 

In  the  world  the  reflecting  Pandit  is  rare. 

Without  having  fallen  in  with  the  true  Guru  every  one  wanders  about  in  egotism. 

(7).  The  world  is  afflicted,  some  few  people  are  happy. 

The  world  is  diseased  (by  its)  inclination  for  sensual  pleasures  (and)  weeps.1 

The  world  is  produced  and  destroyed  having  lost  (its)  honour. 

Who  becomes  a  disciple,  he  comprehends  the  truth. 

(8).  The  dear  in  price,  immense  in  weight, 

The  unflinching,  guileless  instruction  of  the  Guru  hold  thou  fast  ! 

By  love  he  is  met  with,  the  work  of  fear  pleases  (him). 

Humble  Nanak  expresses  (his)  thought. 

IV. 

(1).  One  dies  and  five  weep  together. 

(His)  egotism  departs,  (who)  washes  away  his  dirt  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

By  understanding  and  knowledge  tranquillity  is  produced  in  the  house. 

Without  comprehending  (the  truth)  he  loses  all  his  honour. 


Who  dies,  who  are  those,  that  weep  ? 
The  cause  of  causes  is  pleased  with  all.2 
(2).  Does  any  one  weep  in  pain  for  the  dead  ? 
He  weeps,  who  suffers  pain. 

1  This  line  is  rather  obscure ;  33ft  3TS  we  translate  by :  the  inherent  quality  or  disposition  for  pleasure. 
No  grammatical  relation,  as  usual,  the  sense  must  therefore  be  guessed  at. 

2  ^ft=  «ftlft  (in  Sindhi  already  <ftlf  =  <ffa). 
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"Whom  it  has  befallen,  he  knows  the  Lord. 

"What  the  creator  himself  does,  that  takes  place. 

(3).  (Who  is)  dying  whilst  living,  saves  (others  and  is  himself)  saved. 

Victory  (to  thee),  0  Lord  of  the  world,  in  (thy)  asylum  is  emancipation  ! 

I  am  a  sacrifice  to  the  feet  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

The  Guru  is  the  boat,  by  (means  of  his)  word  I  am  crossing  the  world  of  existence.1 

(4).  He  himself  is  fearless  and  an  unintermitting  light. 

"Without  the  name  there  is  impurity  and  defilement  in  the  world. 

(If)  folly  be  extinguished,  what  for  are  they  weeping  ? 

"Without  attention  to  devotion  they  are  born  and  die. 

(5).  A  true  friend  weeps  for  a  dead  (friend). 

The  three  qualities  weep  continually. 

Having  removed  pain  and  pleasure  (I  am)  naturally  of  a  sedate  mind. 

Body  and  soul  I  entrust  to  the  beloved  Krishna. 

(6).  In  (whose)  mind  is  the  One,  many  innumerable, 

Many  countless  works  (he  does).2 

Without  fear  and  devotion  (one's)  life  is  useless. 

(Who)  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari,  falls  in  with  the  highest  object  (of  human  life  =  emancipation). 

(7).  He  himself  dies,  he  himself  also  kills. 

He  himself  produces  and  having  established  disestablishes  (again). 

Creation  is  produced  (by  thee),  thou  art  by  nature  luminous. 

By  reflection  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  there  is  union  (with  thee),  no  doubt. 

(8).  There  is  impurity  (in)  fire,  in  the  food,  (which)  the  world  eats. 

There  is  impurity  in  water,  (and)  even  in  all  places. 

Nanak  (says) :  there  is  impurity,  (when  one)  is  born  and  dies. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  juice  of  Hari  is  drunk. 


V. 


(1).  Who  reflects  on  his  own  self,  he  assays  the  diamond. 
By  one  favourable  glance  the  perfect  Guru  ferries  across. 
"Who  minds  the  Guru  in  his  mind,  his  mind  becomes  tranquil. 


Such  a  wholesale  merchant  carries  on  banking  business. 

(On  whom  his)  true  glance  is,  he  crosses  by  devotion  to  the  One. 

(2).  The  name  of  the  Supreme  is  the  best  capital  stock. 

"Who  is  attached  to  the  pure  and  true  one,  he  is  a  pedlar. 

(By)  the  praise  of  the  Guru,  the  creator,  tranquillity  (is  produced  in)  the  house. 

(3).  (Who)  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  consumes  (his)  hope  and  desire  ; 

(Who)  utters  Bam  Narayan  and  causes  (him)  to  be  uttered  : 

He  obtains  from  the  Guru  the  road  to  (Hari's)  palace  and  house. 

1  ^  is  here  =  ?fcf  (=  bha-a  =  bha-y-a  =  bhai). 

2  These  two  lines  contain  no  verb  nor  any  grammatical  relation  ;  they  are  little  more  than  a  jingling  of 
words,  the  final  rhyme  being  twice  wftf  ■  The  sense  seems  to  be :  "  If  the  One  is  in  the  mind,  this  is  equal 
to  many  innumerable  works." 
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(4).  (His)  body  is  of  gold,  of  incomparable  light. 
All  is  the  form  of  the  God  of  the  three  worlds. 
That  true  and  inexhaustible  wealth  is  in  my  lap. 

(5).  In  the  five  (elements),  in  th»  three  (qualities),  in  the  nine  (regions),  in  the  four  (ages  or  Vedas  ?) 
he  is  contained. 

Earth  and  heaven  he  upholds  by  (his)  skill. 

He  is  going  out  and  quickly  returning. 

(6).  (Who)  is  a  fool,  (to  his)  eyes  he  does  not  appear. 

(Whose)  tongue  is  given  to  relishes,  he  does  not  comprehend  what  is  said. 

Being  intoxicated  with  poison  he  struggles  with  the  world. 

(7).  In  the  highest  society  he  becomes  the  highest, 

Who  runs  after  virtue  and  washes  away  vices. 

Without  serving  the  Guru  tranquillity  is  not  found. 

(8).  The  name  is  a  diamond,  a  jewel,  a  ruby. 

(Whose)  mind  is  a  pearl,  his  property  it  is. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  essays  (it),  he  is  happy  (by  its)  sight. 

VI. 

(1).  The  disciple's  heart's  desire  is  divine  knowledge  and  meditation. 
The  disciple  belongs  to  the  palace  and  is  acquainted  with  the  palace. 
The  attention  of  the  disciple  (is  directed  to)  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (as  his)  banner.  . 

Pause. 

Such,  (who  are)  reflecting  with  love  and  devotion, 

Are  disciples,  (to  them)  the  name  of  Murari  (is)  true. 

(2).  Day  and  night  he  is  pure  and  happy  in  (his)  place. 

He  alone  has  the  knowledge  of  the  three  worlds. 

From  the  true  Guru  he  knows  the  order  (of  Hari). 

(3).  True  is  his  gladness,  he  has  no  grief. 

The  nectar  of  the  very  sweet  divine  knowledge  he  enjoys. 

The  five l  are  absorbed,  the  whole  world  (becomes)  happy. 

(4).  In  all  is  (thy)  light,  every  one  is  thine. 

That  one  himself  joins  and  separates. 

What  the  creator  himself  does,  that  takes  place. 

(5).  Having  pulled  down  he  raises  up,  by  (his)  order  it  is  absorbed. 

By  (his)  order  that  exists,  which  pleases  him. 

Without  the  Guru  no  one  obtains  the  Perfect  one. 

(6).  In  young  and  old — there  is  no  mindfulness  in  man. 

In  full  youth  he  is  immersed  in  conceit. 

Without  the  name  what  will  he  get  at  the  end  ? 

(7).  From  whom  food  and  wealth  come,  he  is  not  easily  known. 

He  (  =  man)  is  led  astray  by  error  and  repents  afterwards. 

On  his  neck  is  a  noose,  he  is  completely  mad. 

(8).  When  I  saw  the  world  drowning,  I  fled  in  terror. 

Who  are  preserved  by  the  true  Guru,  they  are  very  fortunate. 

Nanak  clings  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

1  The  five,  i.e.  S?TH>  etc- 
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VII. 

(1).  They  sing  (sacred)  songs,  (but)  in  (their)  mind  is  iniquity. 

They  recite  Rags  and  are  called  learned.1 

"Without  the  name  there  is  falsehood  and  iniquity  in  (their)  mind. 

Pause. 
"Whither  dost  thou  go,  0  mind  ?  remain  in  (thy)  house  ! 

The  disciple  is  satiated  by  the  name  of  Ram ;  seeking  about  thou  wilt  easily  find  Hari. 
(2).  Lust,  wrath  and  spiritual  delusion  are  in  the  mind  (and)  body. 
Greediness  and  egotism  is  pain. 

How  shall  the  mind  become  tranquil  without  the  name  of  Ram  ? 
(3).  "Who  is  bathing  in  the  heart,  he  knows  the  True  one. 
The  disciple  knows  the  state  of  his  heart. 

"Without  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  does  not  become  acquainted  with  the  palace  (of  Hari). 
(4).  Into  the  Formless  one  the  forms  are  re-absorbed. 
Who  abides  in  him,  who  is  free  from  parts  and  perfectly  true : 
That  man  is  not  subject  (any  more)  to  regeneration. 
(5).  Where  the  name  is  found,  thither  I  go. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  do  works. 
I  am  fond  of  the  name  and  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 
(6).  By  the  service  of  the  Guru  I  know  my  own  self. 
The  comfort-giving  nectar-name  dwells  (in  me). 
Daily  (I  am)  attached  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  and  the  name. 
(7).  (If)  my  Lord  applies  one  (to  himself),  then  he  is  applied. 
He  destroys  (his)  egotism  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  and  wakes. 
Here  and  there  (he  enjoys)  always  happiness. 
(8).  The  fickle  mind  does  not  know  Brahma. 

The  filthy  self-willed  man  does  not  recognize  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 
The.  disciple  is  pure  and  praises  the  name. 
(9).  0  Hari,  before  (thee)  I  offer  my  prayer : 
May  (my)  dwelling  be  in  the  society  of  the  pious  ! 
Sins  and  troubles  are  cut  off  (by)  the  light  of  the  name  of  Hari. 
(10).  By  reflection  and  religious  conduct  he  (Hari)  is  obtained.2 
From  the  word  of  the  true  Guru  the  One  is  known. 
The  mind  of  Nanak  is  attached  to  the  name  of  Ram. 

VIII. 

(1).  The  mind  is  (like)  an  elephant,  the  Sakats  are  mad. 

Breaking  down  the  forest  they  are  confounded  hy  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya. 

They  go  here  and  there  being  pressed  down  hy  death. 

The  disciple  seeking  about  finds  the  house  (of  Hari)  (in)  himself. 

Pause. 

"Without  the  word  of  the  Guru  the  mind  (gets)  no  place  (of  rest). 

Remember  the  very  pure  name  of  Ram,  give  up  other  (things),  egotism  is  bitter. 

1  'jft^,  on  account  of  the  rhyme  =  ?|^.  2  V3T3T  =  Sansk.  HTH>  obtained. 
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(2).  This  mind  is  foolish,  say,  how  will  it  (firmly)  remain? 

Without  understanding  (the  truth)  it  will  bear  the  pain  of  Yama. 

(If)  he  himself  pardons,  he  procures  the  true  Guru. 

He  destroys  death,  the  plague,  Une  True  one  upholds  (him). 

(3).  This  mind  is  doing  works,  this  mind  is  performing  religious  duties. 

This  mind  is  produced  from  the  five  elements. 

This  foolish  mind  is  a  greedy  Sakat. 

The  disciple  mutters  the  name,  (his)  mind  is  beautiful. 

(4).  The  mind  of  the  disciple  has  information  of  the  places.1 

The  disciple  has  accurate  knowledge  2  of  the  three  worlds. 

This  mind  is  given  to  contemplation  and  enjoyments,  it  performs  austerities. 

The  Lord  Hari  himself  knows  the  disciple. 

(5).  The  mind  (of  the  disciple)  is  indifferent  to  the  world  and  abandoning  egotism. 

To  everybody  desire  and  duality  stick. 

The  disciple  (however)  tastes  the  elixir  of  Ram. 

In  (his)  house  (and)  hall  Hari  protects  (his)  honour. 

(6).  This  mind  (of  the  disciple)  is  a  king,  a  hero  in  battle. 

This  mind  (of  the  disciple)  is  fearless  by  the  name. 

The  five  (vices)  are  subdued  and  brought  into  (his)  power. 

Having  consumed  egotism  they  are  put  (by  him)  in  one  place. 

(7).  By  the  disciple  other  affections  and  tastes  are  abandoned. 

This  mind  of  the  disciple  is  intent  on  devotion. 

Having  heard  the  sound  not  produced  by  beating  he  reflects  (on  it)  and  minds  it. 

Having  known  himself  he  becomes  formless. 

(8).  Spotless  is  the  report  about  this  mind  at  (every)  gate  and  house. 

The  devotion  (and)  love  of  the  disciple  are  noised  about. 

Day  and  night  (he  performs)  the  praise  of  Hari  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 

In  everybody  is  that  Lord,  who  is  at  the  beginning,  before  (all)  ages. 

(9).  This  mind  is  intoxicated  with  the  elixir  of  Earn. 

All  the  elixir  is  known  by  the  disciple. 

The  cause  of  devotion  is  the  dwelling  at  the  feet  of  the  Guru. 

Nanak  is  the  slave  of  slaves  of  the  people  of  Hari. 

IX. 

(1).  The  body  is  destroyed,  whose  (property)  is  wealth  called? 
Without  the  Guru  by  whom  is  the  name  of  Earn  obtained  ? 
The  wealth  of  the  name  of  Earn  is  a  companion  with  (him), 
(Who)  day  and  night  applies  deep  devotion  to  the  pure  Hari. 

Pause. 
What  is  ours  without  the  name  of  Earn  ? 

Considering  pleasure  and  pain  alike  I  do  not  give  up  the  name,  he  himself  bestows  and  procures  (it). 
(2).  Gold  and  women  are  the  aim  of  the  fool. 
He  clings  to  duality  and  the  name  is  forgotten  (by  him). 
On  whom  thou  bestowest  the  name,  causing  (him)  to  mutter  it : 
(Him)  the  angel  (of  death)  oannot  touch  singing  (thy)  excellences. 

1  JTCJ^=*tf$r,  intelligence.  z  *p£^,  accurate  knowledge  (Sindhi  *lYsf^)- 
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(3).  Hari  is  the  bountiful  Guru,  Ram  Gopal. 

As  it  pleases  (thee),  so  keep  me,  0  merciful  one  ! 

(I  am)  a  disciple,  Ram  is  pleasing  to  my  mind. 

(My)  diseases  are  effaced,  (my)  pain  is  stopped. 

(4).  There  is  no  other  medicine,  no  charm  nor  spell. 

The  remembrance  of  Hari,  Hari,  is  destroying  sins. 

Thou  thyself  leadest  astray  by  making  forget  the  name. 

Thou  thyself  keepest  by  bestowing  mercy. 

(5).  Disease,  error,  difference  and  duality  are  in  the  mind. 

"Without  the  Guru  (one)  goes  astray  and  mutters  another  muttering. 

By  the  interview  with  the  Guru  he  sees  the  primeval  divine  male. 

Without  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  afflicts  his  life. 

(6).  Having  seen  the  wonderful  one  they  remain  amazed. 

In  everybody,  in  gods  and  men  there  is  naturally  (his)  deep  meditation. 

(His)  stream  remains  brimful  in  the  mind. 

There  is  none  other  equal  to  thee. 

(7).  Who  (entertain)  devotion  (and)  a  desire  (for  Hari),  (in  whose)  mouth  the  name  is : 

In  the  society  of  (those)  saints  and  devotees  is  Ram. 

(Their)  fetters  are  broken,  easily  meditation  (is  performed  by  them). 

The  disciples  are  emancipated  by  the  knowledge  of  Hari,  the  Guru. 

(8).  The  affliction  of  the  angel  of  Tama  does  not  touch  him, 

Who  wakes  in  devout  meditation  on  the  name  of  Ram. 

He  is  kind  to  (his)  devotees,  Hari  is  with  his  devotees. 

Nanak  (says) :  they  are  emancipated  by  love  to  Hari. 

X. 

Tktuhl. 

(1).  Who  serves  the  Guru,  he  knows  the  Lord. 

(His)  pain  is  effaced,  who  recognizes  the  True  one  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 


Mutter  Ram,  0  my  beloved  friend ! 

By  serving  the  true  Guru  thou  wilt  see  the  Lord  with  (thy)  eyes. 

(2).  A  fetter  is  mother  and  father  in  the  world. 

A  fetter  is  son,  daughter  and  woman. 

(3).  A  fetter  are  works  and  egotism. 

A  fetter  is  son  and  wife  (and)  duality  in  the  mind. 

(4).  A  fetter  is  husbandry,  which  the  cultivator  carries  on. 

He  bears  the  fire  of  egotism  (and)  the  Raja  asks  gifts. 

(5).  A  fetter  is  thoughtless  traffic. 

(One)  does  not  become  satiated,  the  love  of  the  Maya  is  (rather)  increasing. 

(6).  It  is  a  fetter,  that  the  wholesale  merchant  collect  perishable  wealth. 

Without  devotion  to  Hari  he  is  not  accepted. 

(7).  A  fetter  is  the  Veda,  dispute  and  pride. 

By  a  fetter  (one)  is  destroyed,  spiritual  blindness  (is)  a  disease. 

(8).  Nanak  is  in  the  asylum  of  the  name. 

Those,  who  are  preserved  by  the  true  Guru,  are  not  fettered. 
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On^!  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

XI. 

(1).  On  which  the  hair-plaits '  are  beautifully  arranged,  putting  red  lead  on  the  dividing  lines  : 

Those  heads  are  sheared  by  scissors,  dust  comes  on  (their)  neck. 

(Who)  were  within  palaces,  they  do  not  now  meet  to  sit  in  the  presence  (of  their  husbands).2 

Pause. 

Salutation,  0  father,  salutation  ! 

0  primeval  divine  male,  thy  end  is  not  obtained,  thou  goest  on  making  disguises  and  seest  them. 

(2).  Since  they  have  been  married,  they  Bhine  at  the  side  of  their  bridegrooms. 

They  were  raised  on  swings,  broken  teeth  were  repaired. 

From  above  water  is  sprinkled,  fans  glitter  at  (their)  side. 

(3).  One  Lakh  they  obtain  when  seated,  one  Lakh  they  obtain  when  standing. 

The  kernels  of  cocoa-nuts  and  dates  they  are  eating,  they  enjoy  their  bed. 

On  their  neck  fetters  are  (now)  placed,  (their)  pearl-strings 3  are  broken. 

(4).  (Their)  wealth  and   youth,  both  became  (their)  enemies,  by  whom  they  were  entertained 
with  love. 

To  the  messengers  (of  Tama)  the  order  was  given ;    they  marched  (them)  off,  destroying  (their) 
honour. 

If  it  pleases  him,  then  he  gives  honour ;  if  it  pleases  him,  then  he  inflicts  punishment. 

(5).  If  forethought  would  be  made,  why  would  punishment  be  met  with  ? 

(But)  the  great  merchants  had  discarded  the  remembrance  (of  God)  in  merriment,  shows  and  pleasure. 

The  word  of  Babar  went  round  :  no  boy 4  shall  eat  bread ! 

(6).  The  time  of  some  is  lost,  the  worship  of  others  is  useless. 

-m->  V 

Without  a  Cauka  how  shall  the  Hindu  women  make  their  Tilak  after  having  bathed  ? 
Bam  was  never  remembered  by  them,  now  on  their  calling  God  is  not  found. 
(7).  Some  come  to  their  house,  others  having  met  together  ask  for  comfort. 
The  fate  of  some  is  this,  that  they  sit  down  and  weep  in  pain. 
What  is  pleasing  to  him,  that  is  done,  Nanak  (says) :  what  is  man  ? 

XII. 

(1).  Where  is  that  sport  (and)  stable  of  horses,  where  (are)  the  large  drums  (and)  clarions  ? 
Where  are  those  sword-belts  (and)  chariots,  where  those  red  cloaks  ? 
Where  (are)  those  mirror-rings  (and)  fair  faces  ?  here  they  are  not  seen. 

Pause. 
This  world  is  thine,  thou  art  the  Lord. 
In  twenty-four  minutes  thou  dost  establish  and  disestablish,  thou  dividest  gold  (as)  thou  pleasest. 

VST  (patti),  a  woman's  hair  combed  smoothly  towards  the  two  sides  and  divided  by  a  line  in  the 
middle.    This  line  is  called  *lf3T  (f-)- 

These  verses  are  an  allusion  to  the  sack  of  Eminabad  by  Babar,  the  luxury  of  the  women  of  that  city 
being  censured  therein. 

"  *l3*1dl  *■/■  A  wire  of  gold  or  silver,  on  which  pearls  are  strung,  worn  round  the  neck  of  women. 
<gfkd  (=  «fiTTT)  a  b°y>  a  youngster  (unmarried). 
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(2).  "Where  are  those  houses,  gates,  open  halls  and  palaces,  where  those  beautiful  mansions  ? 

Where  that  comfortable  bed  of  the  fascinating  woman,  seeing  whom  no  sleep  comes  on. 

"Where  are  those  betel-leaf  selling  women  ?  they  have  become  ashes,  0  mother  ! 

(3).  On  account  of  this  gold  many  people  are  destroyed,  many  are  lost  by  this  gold. 

"Without  sin  it  is  not  acquired  and  it  does  not  go  with  those,  who  have  died. 

"Whom  the  creator  himself  feeds,  he  is  happy  (and)  obtains  prosperity. 

(4).  Crores  of  Plrs  tried  to  Btop  (him),  when  the  Mir  (Babar)  was  heard  rushing  on. 

The  palaces  and  glittering  mansions  were  burnt  (by  him),  the  young  men  were  cut  to  pieces  and 
thrown  about. 

No  Mugal  became  blind,  by  no  one  a  miracle  '  was  wrought. 

(5).  A  battle  took  place  between  the  Mugals  and  Pathans,  the  sword  was  swung  in  the  fight. 

Those  discharged  the  matchlocks,  these  provoked  the  elephants  (to  a  charge). 

"Whose  scrip  is  torn  at  the  threshold  (of  God),  they  must  die,  0  brother  ! 

(6).  Some  (were)  Hindu  women  and  (some)  Turk  women,  (some)  the  women  of  Bhats  and  of 
Thakurs. 

The  robes  of  some  were  torn  from  head  to  foot,  the  dwelling  of  some  was  the  burning  place. 

"Whose  well-dressed  husbands  did  not  come  home,  how  was  the  night  passed  by  them  ? 

(7).  The  creator  himself  does  and  causes  to  be  done  (everything),  to  whom  shall  (anything)  be  said? 

Pain  and  pleasure  come  by  thy  decree,  to  whom  shall  one  go  and  weep  ? 

He  who  is  giving  orders,  delights  in  his  order  being  executed ;  Nanak  (says) :  what  is  written,  that 
is  obtained. 

ASA  KAFI;    MAHALA  I.;    GEAR  VIII. ;    ASTPADIA. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

XIII.2 

(1).  Like  a  cowherd  in  a  cattle-shed,  in  such  a  state  is  the  world. 
Men  practise  vanity,  they  found  households. 

Pause. 

"Wake,  wake,  ye  sleepers,  the  trafficker  is  gone ! 

(2).  Continually  houses  would  be  built,  if  they  could  remain  (in  the  world). 

The  body  falls  down,  the  soul  will  depart;  if  one  knows  this,  (it  is  well). 

(3).  Why  do  you  cry  :  alas  !  alas !  that  one3  is  and  will  be. 

Tou  will  weep  for  that  one,  who  may  weep  for  you  ? 

(4).  Te  do  a  perplexing  affair,  0  brethren,  ye  practise  vanity. 

That  one  does  not  hear  in  any  way,  you  let  hear  the  people  (only). 

(5).  By  whom  he  was  put  to  sleep,  0  Nanak,  he  awakens  him. 

If  he  comprehends  his  own  house,  no  sleep  befalls  him. 

(6).  Who,  on  departing,  has  taken  with  (him)  some  wealth : 

Having  seen  his  wealth  collect  it,  reflecting  comprehend  you  (too  the  truth) ! 

1  "Mdtil  is  here  explained  traditionally  by  miracle.     Its  etymology  is  not  known  (provided  it  have  this 
meaning,  which  would  very  well  suit  the  context).    The  Plrs  promised  to  blind  the  Mugals,  but  failed  signally. 
1  This  Astpadi  is  sung  by  the  Sikhs  after  the  death  of  a  man. 
3  That  one  (*<yl),  *■'•  the  dead  one. 


RAG  ASA;   MAH.  I.,  ASTPAD.  XIV.  XV.  587 

(7).  Carry  on  traffic,  that  you  gain  your  object,  lest  you  repent ! 
Abandon  vices  and  practise  virtues,  in  this  way  you  will  acquire  truth. 
(8).  Make  such  farming,  that  you  sow  the  seed  of  truth  on  the  soil  of  duty. 
Then  you  are  known  as  traffickers,  (if)  you  carry  off  gain. 

(9).  If  it  be  (one's)  destiny,  the  true  Guru  is  met  with  (and)  he  understands  the  instruction  (of 
the  Guru). 

He  praises  the  name,  he  hears  the  name,  with  the  name  is  his  occupation. 
(10).  As  gain,  so  is  loss ;  (thus)  the  way  (of  the  world)  is  going  on. 
What  is  pleasing  to  him,  0  Nanak,  that  is  greatness. 

XIV. 

(1).  The  four  corners  (of  the  earth)  were  searched  (by  me),  no  one  is  mine. 
If  it  pleases  thee,  0  Lord,  thou  art  mine  and  I  am  thine. 


No  gate  also  pleases  (me),  to  whom  '  shall  I  make  salam  ? 

Thou,  0  Lord,  art  alone  mine,  (thy)  true  name  is  in  (my)  mouth. 

(2).  The  Siddhs  have  in  view  supernatural  powers,  the  Plrs  ask  for  increase  and  perfection. 

May  by  me  the  one  name  not  be  forgotten,  the  instruction  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

(3).  The  JogI  and  the  sensual  Kapan  what  for  do  they  wander  about  in  other  countries  ? 

The  word  of  the  Guru  they  do  not  know,  the  essence  of  truth  is  in  every  place. 

(4).  The  Pandits  and  astrologers  read  continually  the  Puranas. 

They  do  not  know,  that  the  thing  is  within,  that  in  the  heart  Brahm  is  hidden. 

(5).  Some  ascetics  practise  austerities  in  the  forest,  they  dwell  continually  at  a  holy  watering  place. 

Affected  by  the  principle  of  darkness  they  do  not  know  their  own  self,  why  do  they  wander  about 
in  retirement  from  the  world  ? 

(6).  Some  with  great  effort  check  their  virile  powers  and  are  called  chaste. 

Without  the  word  of  the  Guru  they  are  not  emancipated,  in  error  they  come  and  go. 

(7).  Some  are  householders  and  servants  of  the  ascetics  and  attached  to  the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

(Who  are  given  to)  the  name,  alms-giving  and  bathing  (and  whose)  attachment  to  Hari  is  firm, 
they  wake. 

(8).  (By  whom)  from  the  Guru  the  gate  and  house  (of  Hari)  are  learned,  he,  having  gone  (to  the 
other  world)  recognizes  it. 

Nanak  (says) :  (by  whom)  the  name  is  not  forgotten,  he  is  pleasing  to  the  mind  of  the  True  one. 

XV. 

(1).  Consuming  the  desire  of  the  mind  (I)  cross  the  water  of  existence  easily.2 
Thou  art  the  first  before  all  ages  and  merciful,  0  Lord,  (I  am)  in  thy  asylum. 


Thou  art  munificent,  I  am  a  beggar,  may  the  sight  of  Hari  be  given  (to  me)  ! 
(If)  by  the  disciple  the  name  be  meditated  upon,  the  mansion  of  the  mind  flourishes. 
(2).  (If)  false  greediness  be  given  up,  he  gets  acquainted  with  the  True  one. 
(If)  he  enter  into  the  word  of  the  Guru,  he  knows  the  highest  object. 

1  §  is  the  Formative  of  oJ«^A  =  ^  3"@>  to  whom  ? 

2  *?fe  is  here  =  Tffftf- 
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(3).  This  (human)  mind  is  a  greedy  Kaja  and  is  becoming  more  greedy. 

By  the  disciple  greediness  is  removed,  there  is  intimacy  with  Hari. 

(4).  (If)  seed  he  sewn  on  a  sterile  field,  how  shall  one  get  a  gain  (from  it)  ? 

The  self-willed  man  does  not  delight  in  the  True  one,  he  buries  one  falsehood  in  another. 

(5).  Give  up  greediness,  0  ye  blind  ones,  in  greediness  there  is  great  pain. 

(If)  the  true  Lord  dwells  in  the  mind,  the  poison  of  egotism  is  destroyed. 

(6).  Give  up  duality,  it  is  a  bad  road,  (on  which)  thou  wilt  be  robbed. 

Day  and  night  the  name  should  be  praised  in  the  asylum  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

(7).  The  self-willed  man  is  a  stone  and  rock,  woe  to  his  life,  it  is  insipid! 

Though  it  may  be  kept  long  in  the  water,  it  is  dry  within. 

(8).  The  name  of  Hari  is  a  treasure,  it  is  given  by  the  perfect  Guru. 

Nanak  (says) :  (by  whom)  the  name  is  not  forgotten,  he  churns  and  drinks  nectar. 

XVI. 

(1).  Going  on  the  travellers  have  departed. 

The  world  is  pushing  on  (its)  business,  the  True  one  is  not  pleasing  (to  it). 

Pause. 

"What  do  they  wander  about,  what  is  sought  ?  it  is  shown  by  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(By  whom)  selfishness  and  illusion  are  abandoned,  he  comes  to  his  own  house. 

(2).  The  truthful  man  is  united  with  the  True  one,  by  falsehood  he  is  not  obtained. 

By  fixing  one's  thoughts  on  the  True  one,  one  does  not  come  again. 

(3).  Why  do  you  weep  for  the  dead  ones  ?  you  do  not  know  how  to  weep. 

Weep  by  praising  the  True  one  and  you  will  recognize  (his)  order. 

(4).  By  the  (supreme)  ruler  the  wages  are  set  down,  this  should  be  known. 

"Who  receives  the  gain  in  the  hem  of  his  garment,  he  recognizes  (his)  order. 

(5).  By  the  decree  of  the  (supreme)  ruler  (one)  goes  dressed  (with  a  dress  of  honour)  to  the  threshold. 

By  the  order  of  the  Lord  (there  is  likewise)  beating  on  the  head  and  imprisonment.1 

(6).  (This  is)  gain,  (that)  true  equity  be  fixed  in  the  mind. 

Who  has  received  what  is  written  (for  him),  removes  pride. 

(7).  The  self-willed  (woman)  is  beaten  on  the  head,  by  disputing  she  is  ruined. 

By  deceit  the  false  one  is  robbed,  she  is  bound  and  marched  off. 

(8).  "Who  makes  the  Lord  dwell  in  the  heart,  will  not  repent  afterwards. 

He  is  pardoning  the  sins  (of  her),  who  does  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(9).  Nanak  asks  for  the  service  of  a  true  disciple. 

Without  thee  none  other  is  seen  with  my  eyes. 

XVII. 
(1).  "What  shall  I  go  and  search  in  the  jungle,  in  my  house  is  a  green  forest. 
By  means  of  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  (Hari)  comes  quickly  to  (my)  house  and  dwells  (therein). 

Pause.  , 

"Wherever  I  see,  there  is  he,  no  other  is  known. 

By  doing  the  work  of  the  Guru  (his)  palace  is  recognized. 

1  dl<AVft  =  3T§;  constr.  TT3^ft  7  3T%-  I"  the  second  line  dUlcftw  (=  dMI/H)  must  be  joined 
with  UajijJl,  by  the  order  of  the  Lord.  The  words  are  much  misplaced  and  corrupted  for  the  sake  of 
making  up  a  rhyme. 
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(2).  (If)  the  True  one  himself  unites  (one  with  himself),  then  he  is  pleasing  to  the  mind. 

Who  walks  always  according  to  (his)  pleasure,  he  is  absorbed  in  (his)  bosom. 

(3).  In  (whose)  mind  the  true  Lord  dwells,  he  is  happy  in  his  mind. 

He  himself  gives  greatness,  thefl  is  no  lack  in  his  giving. 

(4).  By  a  service  (consisting  in  saying) :  0  thou !  how  should  one  get  the  threshold  (of  Hari)  ? 

Who  ascends  a  boat  of  stone,  him  it  drowns  with  the  loaded  state. 

(5).  One's  own  mind  should  be  sold,  the  head  should  be  given  with  it. 

By  the  disciple  the  thing '  is  recognized,  having  searched  his  own  house. 

(6).  Birth  and  death  are  said  to  be  made  by  that  creator. 

Who,  having  removed  their  own  self,  are  dying,  they  do  not  die  again. 

(7).  That  work  must  be  done,  which  is  ordered  by  himself. 

Some  (rare)  one,  who  gives  his  mind  to  the  true  Guru  and  meets  (with  him),  gets  (his  =  Hari's)  estimate. 

(8).  That  Lord  is  examining  the  gems,  he  gets  (their  true)  estimate. 

Nanak  (says) :  (in  whose)  mind  the  Lord  dwells,  (he  has)  true  greatness. 

XVIII. 

(1).  By  whom  the  name  is  forgotten,  they  are  led  astray  by  the  error  of  duality. 
Who,  giving  up  the  root,  cling  to  the  branches,  what  do  they  obtain  (but)  ashes  ? 

Pause. 

How  should  one  be  emancipated  without  the  name  ?  would  that  some  one  would  know  this  ! 

If  one  become  a  disciple,  then  he  is  emancipated,  the  self-willed  one  loses  his  honour. 

(2).  By  whom  the  One  is  served,  their  intelligence  is  perfect,  0  brother  ! 

The  pious  are  in  the  asylum  of  Hari,  who  is  first  and  before  (all)  ages. 

(3).  My  Lord  is  One,  there  is  no  other,  0  brother  ! 

From  (his)  mercy  happiness  is  obtained  by  discussion  on  the  True  one. 

(4).  Without  the  Guru  he  is  obtained  by  no  one,  how  much  soever  one  may  talk  (about  it). 

He  himself  shows  the  way,  he  (himself)  confirms  true  devotion. 

(5).  Though  the  self-willed  man  be  admonished,  yet  he  goes  astray. 

Without  the  name  of  Hari  he  will  not  be  emancipated,  having  died  he  enters  hell. 

(6).  (Who)  does  not  take  the  name  of  Hari,  is  born  (again)  and  dies  and  is  made  to  wander  about 
(in  transmigration). 

Without  serving  the  Guru  he  does  not  get  his  (  =  Hari's)  estimate. 

(7).  As  one  is  caused  (by  Hari)  to  render  service  (to  the  Guru),  so  also  (he  is  caused  to  do)  works. 

He  himself  does  it  (in  reality),  to  whom  shall  (anything)  be  said  ?  (if  one)  see  (this),  (he  gets) 
greatness.2 

(8).  He  renders  service  to  the  Guru,  whom  he  himself  causes  to  render  (it). 

Nanak  (says)  :  by  giving  the  head  (to  the  Guru)  one  gets  emancipation,  at  the  threshold  he  receives 
honour. 

XIX. 

(1).  Well  known  is  the  Lord  and  master,  well  known  is  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
By  reason  of  a  great  destiny  the  true  Guru  is  met  with,  and  the  step  of  final  emancipation  obtained 
(in  consequence). 

1  ^m  the  thing  =  the  absolute  substance,  the  Supreme. 

2  The  literal  meaning  of  %tf  ^fsJJlfTB^  is :  ne  sees  greatness.  But  there  is  hardly  any  sense  in  such 
a  translation  ;  we  have  translated  therefore  according  to  conjecture,  following  the  hint  thrown  out  in  the 
following  verse. 
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I  am.  thy  slave  of  slaves,1  I  am  thy  orphan. 

As  thou  keepest  me,  so  I  remain,  in  my  mouth  is  the  name. 

(2).  (I  have)  a  great  longing  after  (his)  sight,  (his)  decree  I  like  in  (my)  mind. 

In  the  hand  of  my  Lord  is  greatness,  hy  his  decree  honour  is  obtained. 

(3).  The  True  one  should  not  be  considered  (as  being)  far  away,  he  is  within. 

Wherever  I  see,  there  he  is  contained ;  who  can  get  an  estimate  (of  him)  ? 

(4).  He  himself  does  (everything),  he  himself  takes  away ;  who  sees  (this),  (to  him  accrues) 
greatness. 

By  becoming  a  disciple  it  is  seen,  thus  an  estimate  (of  him)  is  obtained. 

(5).  He  obtains  gain  whilst  living,  who  does  the  work  of  the  Guru. 

(If)  it  be  written  (for  him)  before,  then  he  gets  the  true  Guru. 

(6).  The  self-willed  man  continually  (suffers)  loss,  he  is  wandering  abput. 

The  self-willed  one  is  blind  and  does  not  think  (of  Hari),  how  shall  he  obtain  (his)  sight  ? 

(7).  Then  (one)  is  known  as  being  aroused  from  sleep,  (if)  he  meditate  on  the  True  one. 

Those  who  meet  with  the  Guru,  become  philosophers'  stones,  the  Luminous  one  is  blending  (with 
himself)  light. 

(8).  Day  and  night  he  remains  aloof  (from  the  world),  the  work  fixed  from  the  beginning  must 
be  done. 

Nanak  (says) :  those,  who  are  happy  in  the  name,  are  attached  to  the  feet  of  Hari. 

XX. 

(1).  How  much  talk  is  made  !  I  do  not  know  its  end. 

Thou  alone  art  the  support  of  me,  the  helpless  one,  (thou  art)  my  strong  protection  ! 

Pause. 

'     It  is  the  petition2  of  Nanak :  by  the  true  name  (I  am)  happy. 

(My)  own  self  is  gone,  right  knowledge  is  obtained,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  (I  am)  united 
(with  Hari). 

(2).  (If)  the  pride  of  egotism  be  removed,  (true)  reflection  is  obtained. 

The  mind  becomes  pleased  with  the  Lord,  the  True  one  gives  support  (to  it). 

(3).  (If  one  be)  day  and  night  happy  in  the  name,  that  is  true  service. 

Him  no  calamity  befalls,  (who)  walks  according  to  (his)  order  and  will. 

(4).  Who  walks  according  to  (his)  order  and  will,  he  is  received  into  the  treasury  (of  Hari). 

The  spurious  ones  find  no  place,  they  are  mixed  with  the  false  ones. 

(5).  Continually  the  genuine  (metal)  should  be  taken  care  of,  true  traffic  should  be  carried  on. 

The  spurious  ones  do  not  come  into  his  sight,  they  are  taken  and  burnt  with  fire. 

(6).  By  whom  his  (own)  spirit  is  known,  he  is  the  supreme  spirit. 

(If)  there  is  one  tree  of  nectar,  (its)  fruit  (also)  becomes  nectar. 

(7).  Who  taste  the  nectar  fruit,  they  are  satiated  by  the  True  one. 

They  have  no  error  nor  difference  (from  the  Supreme),  they  make  (their)  tongue  utter  Hari. 

(8).  According  to  his  order  (thou  hast)  come  (into  the  world),  walk  always  after  (his)  pleasure  ! 

The  vicious  one  (gets)  virtue,  (and)  Eanak  obtains  true  greatness. 

1  G&jfl  (written  in  another  MS.  Gm4"I>  olragi)  is  traditionally  explained  by  the  Sikhs :  '  a  slave.' 
But  this  meaning  is  very  doubtful.  The  word  occurs  here  and  Asa  Ravidas  II.  (2)  (there  GwJ|),  and  no 
etymology  can  be  assigned  for  it.     It  may  be  the  Turkish  (JMj  1  ulaq,  a  runner,  courier. 

2  i.e.  Nanak  says. 
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XXI. 


(1).  (My)  mind  is  attached  to  the  name  of  Hari,  the  True  one  is  praised  (by  me). 
"What  can  people  do  (to  me),  when  I  please  thee  ? 


As  long  as  there  is  life  (and)  breath  (in  me),  the  True  one  is  meditated  upon. 

By  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari  profit  is  obtained,  happiness  is  received. 

(2).  True  is  thy  work,  give  it  (to  me),  0  merciful  one  ! 

I  live  by  praising  thee,  thou  art  my  prop  and  support. 

(3).  (I  am)  a  servant  at  (thy)  gate,  (I  am  thy)  doorkeeper,  (my)  pain  thou  knowest. 

By  thy  worship  (I  am)  perplexed,  thou  removest  (my)  pain. 

(4).  The  disciple  will  consider  the  threshold  and  name  (of  Hari)  (as  being)  in  (his)  presence. 

The  true  and  approved  (disciple)  will  know  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  in  (proper)  time. 

(5).  Practise  truth,  contentment  and  love,  use  the  name  of  Hari  as  viaticum ! 

Drop  from  (thy)  mind  vice  and  he  gives  (thee)  true  happiness. 

(6).  True  is  the  love  to  the  True  one,  (that)  is  fixed  on  the  True  one. 

He  himself  administers  justice  (to  him),  who  pleases  him. 

(7).  True  is  the  gift  of  the  True  one,  he  is  merciful  (and)  gives. 

Him  I  serve  day  and  night,  (whose)  name  is  priceless. 

(8).  Thou  art  the  highest,  I  am  called  thy  low  servant. 

Mnak  (says)  :  (if)  he  bestow  a  favourable  look,  the  True  one  is  found  (even)  by  strangers. 

XXII. 

(1).  How  are  coming  and  going  stopped,  how  will  union  (with  Hari)  be  brought  about? 
Great  is  the  pain  of  birth  and  death,  there  is  always  doubt  (and)  duality. 


What  is  life  without  the  name  ?  away  with  cunning ! 

Who  does  not  serve  the  true,  pious  Guru,  (to  him)  the  worship  of  Hari  is  not  pleasing. 

(2).  Coming  and  going  are  then  stopped,  when  the  perfect  Guru  is  obtained. 

(To  whom)  he  gives  the  wealth  (and)  capital  of  the  name  of  Kam,  (his)  false  error  is  destroyed. 

(3).  To  the  saints  (the  name)  accrues  ;  blessed,  blessed  is  he,  who  sings  the  glory  (of  Hari) ! 

The  primeval  divine  male,  the  boundless  Hari,  the  disciple  obtains. 

(4).  By  the  juggler  a  sham  and  play  is  made  in  the  world. 

Every  moment  a  play  is  seen,  it  passes  (again)  away  without  delay. 

(5).  In  false  pride  (the  world)  is  playing  the  Caupar-play  of  egotism. 

The  whole  world  is  overcome,  he  wins,  who  reflects  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(6).  As  a  staff  in  the  hand  of  the  blind  one,  so  is  the  name  of  Hari  to  me. 

The  name  of  Hari,  Earn,  is  a  support,  day  and  night  it  upholds  (me). 

(7).  As  thou  keepest  me,  so  I  remain,  the  name  of  Hari  is  my  support. 

At  the  end  (thou  art)  obtained  as  companion,  (thy)  people  (are)  emancipated  at  (thy)  gate. 

(8).  The  pain  of  birth  and  death  is  effaced  by  muttering  the  name  of  Murari. 

Nanak  (says) :  (by  whom)  the  name  is  not  forgotten,  (him)  the  perfect  Guru  brings  across. 
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Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     XXIII. 

(1).  Thine  is  the  ocean  of  the  Shastras,  the  Vedas  and  the  Smriti,  the  Ganga  is  contained  in  (thy)  foot. 
(Thy)  wisdom  holds  fast  the  root  of  the  three  branches,  thou  art  assuming  all  forms. 


His  feet  humble  Nanak  mutters,  he  utters  a  nectar  speech. 

(2).  Thirty-three  crores  (of  gods)  are  thy  servants,  affluence  (and)  life  (thou  art)  upholding. 

His  forms  cannot  be  conceived,  what  can  I  say  and  reflect  ? 

(3).  The  three  qualities  are  thine,  in  the  four  ages  are  thy  mines. 

(If)  it  be  one's  destiny,  then  the  highest  step  (of  emancipation)  is  obtained,  one  tells  the  inexpressible 
story  (of  Hari). 

(4).  Thou  art  the  creator,  every  creature  is  thine,  what  can  any  living  being  do  ? 

On  whom  thou  bestowest  thy  own  favourable  look,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(5).  Every  one  is  taking  thy  name,  as  many  as  are  coming  and  going. 

If  (one)  be  pleasing  to  thee,  then,  (becoming)  a  disciple,  he  comprehends  (the  truth),  the  other, 
(being)  self-willed,  wanders  about  as  a  silly  man. 

(6).  The  four  Vedas  were  given  to  Brahma ;  going  on  reading  (the  Pandit)  reflects  (on  them). 

The  helpless  man  does  not  comprehend  (his)  order,  he  is  (consequently)  frequenting  hell  and  heaven. 

(7).  Rajas  of  the  several  (succeeding)  ages  were  made,  they  sing  (to  him),  having  made  their 
descent  (on  earth). 

These  also  have  not  reached  his  end,  what  can  I  say  and  reflect  ? 

(8).  Thou  art  true,  all  thy  work  is  true,  (if)  thou  give  (it  me),  I  praise  the  True  one. 

Whom  thou  makest  comprehend  thy  own  true  (name),  he  is  easily  absorbed  in  (thy)  name. 

II.     XXIV. 

(1).  By  the  true  Guru  my  doubt  is  removed. 

The  pure  name  of  Hari  is  made  to  dwell  in  (my)  mind. 

Knowing  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  happiness  is  always  obtained. 

Pause. 
Hear,  0  my  mind,  the  knowledge  of  the  Supreme  Being ! 

The  donor  knows  every  affair,  by  the  disciple  the  treasure  of  the  name  is  obtained. 
(2).  Who  meets  with  the  true  Guru,  obtains  greatness. 
By  whom  the  fire  of  egotism  and  (worldly)  desire  is  quenched : 
He  is  easily  intoxicated  by  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 
(3).  Without  the  perfect  Guru  no  one  is  knowing  (the  truth). 
By  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya,  and  by  duality  he  is  affected  with  greediness. 
The  disciple  gets  the  name  (and)  the  word  of  Hari. 
(4).  The  service  of  the  Guru  is  the  highest  of  all  austerities. 
(If)  Hari  dwells  in  the  mind,  he  makes  forget  all  pain. 
At  the  true  gate  the  truthful  one  is  seen  (with  honour). 

(5).  From  the  service  of  the  Guru  the  right  knowledge  of  the  three  worlds  is  obtained. 
"Who  knows  his  own  self,  he  obtains  Hari. 
By  means  of  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  the  palace  (of  Hari)  is  reached. 
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(6).  By  the  service  of  the  Guru  he  {i.e.  the  disciple)  saves  his  whole  family. 

The  pure  name  he  keeps  in  his  hreast. 

True  is  (his)  glory  at  the  true  gate. 

(7).  They  have  a  great  lot,  whff  are  applied  by  the  Guru  (to  his  own)  service. 

Day  by  day  they  hold  firm  worship  and  the  true  name. 

By  the  name  are  saved  all  (their)  families. 

(8).  Nanak  delivers  true  instruction  : 

Keep  the  name  of  Hari  in  (thy)  breast ! 

Who  is  attached  to  the  worship  of  Hari,  (gets)  the  gate  of  salvation. 

III.     XXV. 

(1).  Every  one  entertains  hope  upon  hope. 

"Who  understands  the  order  (of  Hari),  becomes  free  from  hope. 

In  hope  many  people  have  fallen  asleep. 

He  wakes,  whom  he  awakens. 

Pause. 

By  the  true  Guru  the  name  is  given  to  understand,  without  the  name  hunger  does  not  go. 

By  the  name  the  fire  of  thirst  is  quenched,  the  name  is  given  to  him,  (on  whom  his)  pleasure  is. 

(2).  In  the  Kali-yug  (fame  accrues  to  him  who)  knows  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

By  this  worship  (is  effected)  and  egotism  ceases. 

By  serving  the  true  Guru  one  becomes  approved. 

By  whom  hope  is  entertained,  he  suffers  loss. 

(3).  What  shall  be  given  to  him,  who  lets  hear  the  word  ? 

Who  mercifully  makes  the  name  dwell  in  the  mind. 

This  head  should  be  given  after  having  removed  one's  own  self. 

Who  comprehends  the  order  (of  Hari),  obtains  always  happiness. 

(4).  He  himself  does  and  causes  to  be  done  (everything). 

He  himself  makes  the  name  dwell  (in)  the  disciple. 

He  himself  leads  astray,  he  himself  puts  into  the  (right)  way. 

By  the  true  word  he  reabsorbs  into  the  True  one. 

(5).  The  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  the  true  speech. 

By  the  disciple  it  is  continually  uttered  and  praised. 

The  self-willed  one  is  led  astray  by  infatuation  and  error. 

Without  the  name  all  wander  about  mad. 

(6).  In  the  three  worlds  the  One  is  contained. 

The  fool  reading  on  entertains  another  love. 

He  performs  many  (religious)  works,  (which  are)  all  pain. 

By  serving  the  true  Guru  happiness  is  always  obtained. 

(7).  Beflecting  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  sweet  nectar. 

He  enjoys  it  day  by  day  having  subdued  (his)  egotism. 

He  is  naturally  in  joy,  (on  whom)  he  bestows  grace. 

Who  are  attached  to  the  name,  are  always  in  true  love. 

(8).  Hari  should  be  muttered  and  read  by  reflecting  on  the  word  of  the  Guru ! 

Hari  should  be  muttered  and  read  having  subdued  one's  egotism ! 

Hari  should  be  muttered  with  affection  and  true  love  ! 

Nanak  (says)  :  keep  the  name  in  (thy)  breast  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru ! 

75 
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BAG  ASA;   MAHALA  III.;   ASTPADll;    GHAB,  VIII.;    BAFT. 
Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

IV.    XXVI. 

(1).  By  the  Guru  tranquillity  is  produced,  by  whom  the  fire  of  thirst  is  quenched. 
From  the  Guru  the  name  is  obtained,  great  (is  his)  greatness. 


Think  of  the  One  name,  0  my  brother ! 

Seeing  the  world  burning  we  have  fled  and  fallen  on  the  asylum  (of  Hari). 

(2).  From  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  springs  and  the  reflection  on  the  great  truth. 

From  the  Guru  goods  and  chattels  are  obtained,  with  worship  (his)  store-rooms  are  filled. 

(3).  By  the  disciple  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  he  comprehends  the  instruction. 

The  disciple  (is  given)  to  worship  and  praise,  in  his  heart  is  the  boundless  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(4).  Happiness  springs  up  (in)  the  disciple,  he  never  (incurs)  pain. 

By  the  disciple  egotism  is  destroyed,  (his)  mind  becomes  pure. 

(5).  By  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  self  departs,  the  knowledge  of  the  three  worlds  is  obtained. 

A  pure  light  is  spread  out,  by  the  Luminous  one  light  is  blended  (with  himself). 

(6).  (Who)  is  instructed  by  the  perfect  Guru,  his  understanding  becomes  very  high. 

(His)  heart  becomes  cool  and  tranquil,  by  the  name  happiness  is  produced. 

(7).  The  perfect,  true  Guru  is  then  met  with,  when  he  (Hari)  bestows  a  favourable  look. 

All  blemishes  and  sins  are  cut  off,  no  pain  nor  calamity  arises  again. 

(8).  In  his  own  hand  is  greatness,  he  gives  (it  to  him,  whom)  he  applies  to  the  name. 

Nanak  (says) :  in  whose  mind  dwells  the  treasure  of  the  name,  he  obtains  greatness. 

V.     XXVII. 

(1).  Having  heard  make  (him)  dwell  in  (thy)  mind,  he  himself  comes  and  joins  (thee),  0  my  brother ! 
Day  by  day  perform  true  worship,  direct  thy  thoughts  on  the  True  one ! 

Pause. 
Meditate  thou  on  the  One  name,  thou  wilt  obtain  happiness,  0  my  brother ! 
Egotism  and  duality  remove,  (thy)  greatness  (will  be)  great. 

(2).  This  worship  the  excellent  men  and  Munis  are  desiring,  (but)  without  the  true  Guru  it  cannot 
be  obtained. 

The  Pandits  and  astrologers  are  reading,  (but)  they  get  no  understanding. 

(3).  By  himself  everything  is  preserved,  nothing  can  be  said. 

"What  he  himself  gives,  that  is  obtained,  by  the  Guru  comprehension  (of  the  truth)  is  communicated. 

(4).  All  living  creatures  are  his  and  he  belongs  to  all  of  them. 

Who  shall  be  called  bad?  if  there  would  be  another.1 

(5).  Only  one  order  is  current,  there  is  only  one  government. 

He  himself  makes  (them)  wander  about,  in  (whose)  heart  is  the  vice  of  covetousness. 

(6).  Some  are  made  by  himself  disciples,  they  comprehend  the  instruction  (of  the  Guru). 

Devotion  is  also  bestowed  on  them  by  him,  (which)  is  in  (his)  store-rooms. 

(7).  The  wise  ones  have  all  the  truth,  they  have  true  knowledge. 

Though  led  astray  by  some  one  they  do  not  go  astray,  they  know  the  True  one, 

1  The  sense  is:    if  there  would  be  another  (besides  the  One  Supreme),  then  one  could  be  called  bad. 
But  as  the  Supreme  is  in  all,  all  are  his  creatures,  they  are  all  the  same. 
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(8).  In  the  house  (=the  body)  the  five  (senses)  are  dwelling  and  reflecting. 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  true  Guru  they  are  not  brought  into  subjection,  by  the  name  egotism  is 
destroyed. 

VI.  XXYIII. 

(1).  In  the  house  is  the  whole  thing,  outside  (of  it)  is  nothing. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  it  is  obtained,  he  draws  out  the  falsity,  (that  is)  within. 

Pause. 
From  the  true  Guru  Hari  is  obtained,  0  brother ! 

(That)  the  treasure  of  the  name  is  within  (the  heart),  this  is  shown  by  the  perfect  true  Guru. 
(2).  Who  is  duly  appreciating  Hari,  he  takes  and  obtains  the  gem  of  reflection. 
(Who)  opens  (his)  heart,  he  sees  by  a  supernatural  sight,  (that)  the  store-rooms  (of  Hari)  are  opened. 
(3).  Within  are  many  apartments,  (where)  the  soul  dwells. 

The  fruit  desired  by  (his)  mind  he  will  obtain,  there  will  no  more  be  wandering  about  (in  transmigration ) . 
(4).  By  the  assayer  the  thing  is  taken  care  of,  from  the  Guru  information  is  obtained. 
The  boon  of  the  name  is  priceless,  some  (rare)  disciple  obtains  it. 

(5).  Who  searches  the  outside,  what  does  he  get  ?  the  thing  is  in  the  house,  0  brother  ! 
Being  led  astray  by  error  the  whole  world  wanders  about,  by  the  self-willed  one  his  honour  is  lost. 
(6).  Giving  up  his  own  house  the  false  one  goes  to  another's  house. 
Like  a  thief  he  is  seized,  without  the  name  he  is  beaten. 
(7).  Who  know  their  own  house,  they  are  happy,  0  brother ! 
Within  it  Brahm  is  recognized  (owing  to)  the  greatness  of  the  Guru. 

(8).  He  himself  bestows  gifts,  to  whom  shall  (anything)  be  said  ?  he  himself  makes  understand 
(the  truth). 

0  Nanak,  meditate  thou  on  the  name,  at  the  true  gate  thou  wilt  obtain  glory. 

VII.  XXIX. 

(1).  The  knowing  one's  own  self  is  a  sweet  taste,  0  brother! 

By  tasting  the  j  uice  of  Hari  they  become  emancipated,  to  whom  the  True  one  is  pleasing. 


Hari  is  pure  ;  (his)  pure  dwelling  is  in  a  pure  mind. 

(By  whom)  he  is  praised  (by  means  of)  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  he  is  indifferent  to  the  word  in 
the  midst  of  the  world. 

(2).  Without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  one's  own  self  is  not  known,  the  whole  (world)  is  blind,  0  brother  ! 

By  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  light  (is  made)  in  the  heart,  the  name  is  a  companion  at  the  end. 

(3).  In  the  name  they  live,  in  the  name  they  abide. 

In  (their)  heart  is  the  name,  in  (their)  mouth  is  the  name,  (their)  reflection  is  on  the  name  (and) 
the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(4).  By  hearing  the  name,  by  minding  the  name  greatness  (accrues)  by  the  name. 

(Who)  praises  the  name  continually,  he  reaches  the  palace  (of  Hari)  by  means  of  the  name. 

(5).  By  means  of  the  name  light  (is  produced)  in  the  heart,  by  the  name  splendour  is  obtained. 

By  the  name  happiness  is  produced,  in  the  name  (is)  a  refuge. 

(6).  Without  the  name  no  one  is  accepted,  by  the  self-willed  (their)  honour  is  lost. 

They  are  bound  and  beaten  in  the  city  of  Yama,  their  life  is  wasted  to  no  purpose. 

(7).  All  render  service  to  the  name,  (but)  the  disciple  he  makes  to  comprehend  the  name. 

Even  the  name,  the  name  should  be  minded,  in  the  name  is  greatness ! 


596  RAG  ASA;  MAH.  III.,  ASTPAD.  VIII.  IX.  (XXX.  XXXI.) 

(8).  To  whom  he  gives  it,  he  gets  it,  hy  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  he  (Hari)  makes  comprehend 
the  name. 

Nanak  (says) :  everything  is  in  the  power  of  the  name,  by  reason  of  a  perfect  lot  some  one  gets  it. 

VIII.  XXX. 

(1).  The  ill-favoured  women  do  not  reach  the  palace,  they  do  not  know  the  relish  of  the  beloved  one. 
They  speak  insipid  things,  they  do  not  bow  down,  another  love  is  (their)  pleasure. 

Pause. 

How  shall  this  mind  be  brought  into  subjection  ? 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  it  is  stopped,  by  attention  to  divine  knowledge  it  returns  home. 

(2).  The  favoured  woman  is  adorned  by  himself,  bestowing  (his)  love  and  affection  (on  her). 

"Walking  according  to  the  will  of  the  true  Guru  she  is  easily  decorated  by  the  name. 

(3).  She  always  enjoys  her  own  beloved,  true  is  (her)  bed  by  love. 

She  is  charmed  by  the  love  of  her  beloved,  meeting  with  her  beloved  she  gets  happiness. 

(4).  Boundless  knowledge  is  (her)  ornament,  the  woman  is  decorated  (thereby). 

She  is  stout  and  beautiful  by  love  and  affection  to  her  beloved. 

(5).  On  the  favoured  women  love  is  bestowed  by  the  true,  invisible  and  boundless  (Supreme). 

They  serve  their  own  Guru  with  true  love  and  affection. 

(6).  By  the  favoured  woman  decoration  is  made,  a  necklace  of  virtues  is  on  her  neck. 

The  exquisite  scent 1  of  love  she  is  rubbing  on  her  body,  within  (her)  is  the  gem  of  reflection. 

(7).  Who  are  attached  to  the  worship  (of  Hari),  they  are  the  highest,  caste  and  fellowship  come 
from  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Without  the  name  every  one  is  of  low  caste,  he  becomes  a  worm  of  ordure. 

(8).  Saying :  "  I,  I,"  the  whole  (world)  wanders  about,  without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  egotism  does 
not  depart. 

Nanak  (says) :  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  their  egotism  departs,  they  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

IX.  XXXI. 

(1).  Who  are  attached  to  the  True  one,  they  are  pure,  (their)  report  is  always  true. 
Here  they  are  known  in  every  house,  further  on  they  become  manifest  in  every  age. 

Pause. 
0  silly,  gay  mind,  apply  thou  true  colour ! 

If  the  well-known  word  (of  the  Guru)  enter  deeply,  this  colour  does  not  go  off  nor  disappear. 
(2).  We  are  low,  dirty  and  excessively  conceited,  by  another  love  (we  are)  useless. 
By  meeting  with  the  Guru,  the  philosopher's  stone,  we  became  gold,  pure,  infinite  light. 
(3).  Without  the  Guru  no  one  is  coloured,  by  meeting  with  the  Guru  colour  is  applied. 
Who  are  steeped  in  the  fear  and  love  of  the  Guru,  they  by  means  of  praising  (Hari)  are  absorbed  in 
the  True  one. 

(4).  Without  fear  love  does  not  spring  up  nor  does  the  mind  become  pure. 

Those  who  are  doing  works  without  fear,  are  false,  they  get  no  place  (of  rest). 

(5).  "Whom  he  himself  colours,  he  will  receive  the  die,  he  joins  (him)  to  the  society  of  the  pious. 

From  the  perfect  Guru  the  society  of  the  pious  springs  up  in  an  easy  and  true  manner. 

(6).  Without  the  society  (of  the  pious)  all  remain  such  as  cattle  and  oxen  (are). 

By  whom  they  were  made,  him  they  do  not  know,  without  the  name  all  are  thieves. 

1  fVcTH^  =  Mf<,*M  >  exquisite  scent,  loosely  taken  for  sandal-wood. 
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(7).  Some  buy  virtues  and  sell  (their)  vices  by  the  natural  good  disposition  of  the  Guru. 
From  the  service  of  the  Guru  the  name  is  obtained,  it  comes  and  dwells  in  (their)  heart. 
(8).  The  donor  of  all  is  the  One,  having  created  (them)  he  puts  (them)  into  (their)  work. 
Nanak  (says) :  they  are  applie&*by  him  to  the  name,  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  they  are 
united  (with  him). 

X.      XXXII. 

(1).  The  whole  (world)  is  desiring  the  name  ;  on  whom  he  bestows  mercy,  he  gets  it. 
"Without  the  name  all  is  pain,  he  (gets)  happiness,  in  whose  mind  he  makes  dwell  (the  name). 


Thou  art  boundless  (and)  gracious,  (I  am  in)  thy  asylum. 

From  the  perfect  Guru  the  greatness  of  the  name  is  obtained. 

(2).  Inside  and  outside  is  the  One,  (by  whom)  a  manifold  creation  is  produced. 

(According  to  his)  order  he  makes  (them)  do  works,  who  may  be  called  (his)  second,  0  brother  ? 

(3).  Understanding  and  not  understanding  is  made  by  thee,  this  is  thy  sovereignty. 

Some  thou  pardonest  and  unitest  (with  thyself),  some,  who  are  false,  thou  beatest  at  (thy)  threshold 
and  kickest  them  out. 

(4).  Some  are  thoroughly  pure  and  clean,  they  are  applied  by  thee  to  the  name. 

From  the  service  of  the  Guru  happiness  springs  up,  by  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  they  are  made 
to  comprehend  (the  truth). 

(5).  Some  are  of  bad  conduct,  filthy,  infected  with  poison,  he  himself  makes  (them)  stray  away  from 
the  name. 

They  have  neither  perfection  nor  understanding  nor  control  of  the  passions,  they  wander  about  being 
puffed  up. 

(6).  On  whom  he  bestows  his  own  merciful  look,  him  he  applies  to  faith  (in  himself). 

Who  is  coercing  (his)  mind  by  truth  and  contentment,  (him)  he  lets  hear  the  pure  word  (of  the  Guru). 

(7).  By  reading  an  estimation  one  does  not  arrive  (at  a  true  estimate),  by  telling  and  reciting  (stories) 
one  does  not  get  the  end  (of  him). 

From  the  Guru  the  (true)  estimate  (of  him)  is  obtained,  by  means  of  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru) 
true  knowledge  (of  him)  is  acquired. 

(8).  Examine  thou  this  mind  (and)  body  by  reflecting  on  the  word  of  the  Guru  ! 

Nanak  (says)  :  in  this  body  is  the  treasure  of  the  name,  it  is  obtained  by  infinite  love  to  the  Guru. 

XI.     XXXIII. 

(1).  Those  favoured  women  are  attached  to  the  True  one,  whom  he  adorns  with  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
Even  in  the  house  that  beloved  one  is  obtained,  by  reflecting  on  the  true  word. 


By  (her)  virtues  pardon  is  procured  for  the  vices  (of  her),  (by  whom)  devout  meditation  is  bestowed 
on  Hari. 

Hari  is  obtained  (by  her)  as  husband,  the  woman  is  united  (with  him)  by  the  Guru. 

(2).  Some  do  not  know,  that  their  beloved  one  is  in  (their)  presence,  he  leads  them  astray  by  the 
error  of  duality. 

How  should  the  ill-favoured  women  obtain  (him)  ?  in  pain  the  night  is  passed  (by  them). 

(3).  In  whose  mind  the  True  one  dwells,  they  practise  true  work. 

Daily  they  serve  (him)  with  ease,  they  are  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

(4).  The  ill-favoured  women  are  led  astray  by  error,  they  speak  falsehood  (and)  eat  poison. 

They  do  not  know  their  own  beloved,  their  bed  is  empty  (and)  they  incur  pain. 
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(5).  The  true  Lord  is  one,  may  not  (any  one)  lead  his  mind  astray  by  error ! 

Who  serves  him  after  having  asked  the  Guru,  she  makes  the  True  and  Pure  one  dwell  in  (her)  mind. 
(6).  By  the  favoured  woman  is  (her)  beloved  one  always  obtained  after  having  removed  egotism 
and  her  own  self. 

She  is  day  by  day  occupied  with  her  beloved,  true  is  (her)  bed,  she  obtains  happiness. 

(7).  Saying:  "mine,  mine,"  they  are  gone  without  having  put  anything  into  (their)  lap. 

The  ill-favoured  woman  (does)  not  (reach)  the  palace  (of  Hari),  at  the  end  she  departs  with  regret. 

(8).  That  my  beloved  is  One  ;  direct  thy  devout  meditation  on  the  One  ! 

Nanak  (says) :  if  the  woman  desires  happiness,  let  her  make  the  name  of  Hari  dwell  in  (her)  mind ! 

XII.  XXXIV. 

(1).  Whom  he  makes  taste  nectar,  they  naturally  get  the  relish  of  it. 
The  True  one  is  without  concern,  he  has  not  a  bit  of  covetousness. 

Pause. 

True  nectar  is  raining,  it  falls  into  the  mouth  of  the  disciples. 

The  mind  is  (thereby)  always  nourishing,  it  sings  naturally  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

(2).  The  self-willed  are  always  ill-favoured  women ;  standing  at  the  gate  they  lament, 

Who  have  not  got  the  enjoyment  of  (their)  beloved;  they  do  what  is  written  at  the  beginning. 

(3).  The  disciple  sows  (truth)  and  truth  springs  up,  the  true  name  is  (her)  occupation. 

Whom  he  has  here  put  into  gain,  (to  her)  he  gives  (his)  store-rooms  of  devotion. 

(4).  The  disciple  is  always  a  favoured  woman  by  being  ornamented  with  fear  and  devotion.    , 

Daily  she  enjoys  her  own  beloved,  the  True  one  she  keeps  in  her  breast. 

(5).  By  whom  their  own  beloved  is  enjoyed,  for  them  I  sacrifice  myself. 

They  always  remain  with  their  beloved,  they  remove  from  within  their  own  self. 

(6).  (Their)  mind  and  body  are  cool,  (their)  faces  bright  by  the  love  and  affection  to  their  beloved. 

Their  bed  is  comfortable,  they  enjoy  their  beloved  having  extinguished  the  thirst  of  egotism. 

(7).  Out  of  mercy  he  has  come  to  the  house  (by  reason  of  their)  infinite  love  to  the  Guru. 

The  favoured  women  obtained  for  their  only  husband  the  enemy  of  Mura. 

(8).  For  all  sins  pardon  is  procured  by  him,  they  are  united  by  him  who  is  uniting  (them). 

Nanak  (says) :  (this)  word  is  told  (to  them),  who,  having  heard  (it),  conceive  love  (to  it). 

XIII.  XXXV. 

(1).  From  the  true  Guru  excellence  is  produced,  when  that  Lord  procures  him  (i.e.  the  Guru). 
Easily  the  name  is  (then)  meditated  upon,  divine  knowledge  becomes  manifest. 

Pause. 

0  mind,  do  not  think,  that  Hari  is  far  off,  behold  (him)  always  in  thy  presence  ! 

He  is  always  hearing,  he  is  always  seeing,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru  he  is  perceived  as  being) 
omnipresent. 

(2).  He  is  meditated  upon  with  one  mind  by  those  disciples,  by  whom  their  own  self  is  known. 

They  always  enjoy  their  own  beloved,  by  the  true  name  happiness  is  obtained. 

(3).  0  mind,  none  is  thine,  see,  having  reflected  on  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  ! 

Flee  to  the  asylum  of  Hari,  thou  wilt  obtain  the  gate  of  salvation ! 

(4).  (If  the  truth)  be  heard  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  if  it  be  comprehended  by  means 
of  the  word,  (one)  bestows  devout  meditation  on  the  True  one. 

By  means  of  the  word  egotism  is  destroyed,  he  (=  the  disciple)  obtains  happiness  in  the  true  palace. 
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(5).  In  this  age  (of  the  world)  is  the  glory  of  the  name  (manifest),  without  the  name  glory  is  not 
to  be  obtained. 

The  glory  of  this  Maya  lasts  for  four  days,  it  passes  away  without  delay. 

(6).  By  whom  the  name  is  forgotten,  they  are  dead  (and)  will  die. 

The  flavour  and  taste  of  Hari  they  do  not  get,  they  are  absorbed  in  ordure. 

(7).  Some  are  pardoned  by  himself  and  united  (with  himself),  day  by  day  he  applies  (them)  to 
the  name. 

The  True  one  they  gain,  in  the  True  one  they  remain,  in  the  perfectly  True  one  they  are  absorbed. 

(8).  Without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  one  neither  hears  nor  sees,  the  world  is  deaf  and  blind  and 
goes  astray. 

Without  the  name  it  will  incur  pain,  the  name  is  obtained  by  his  pleasure. 

(9).  By  whom  their  mind  is  applied  to  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  those  people  (become)  pure  and 
approved  of. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  name  is  never  forgotten  by  them,  they  go  to  the  true  gate. 

XIV.     XXXVI. 

(1).  By  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (those)  devotees  are  taught,  whose  speech  is  true. 
Their  own  self  departed  from  within,  the  name  is  minded  (by  them),  union  with  the  True  one  is 
brought  about. 


The  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  the  honour  of  (his)  people. 

Their  life  is  fruitful,  everybody  pays  regard  to  them. 

(2).  Egotism,  excessive  passion  (and)  conceit  is  the  nature  (of  man). 

(If  one)  die  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  then  (this)  nature  goes,  light  is  blended  with  the 
luminous  Supreme  Lord. 

(3).  The  perfect  true  Guru  has  met  (with  us),  our  life  (has  become)  fruitful. 

The  nine  treasures  of  the  name  are  obtained,  the  store-rooms  (of  which  are)  full  and  inexhaustible. 

(4).  (Those)  retail-dealers  of  this  stock  of  goods  come,  who  have  love  to  the  name. 

Who  become  disciples,  they  get  (this)  property,  in  their  heart  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  is  reflected  upon. 

(5).  The  conceited  self-willed  people  do  not  know  the  excellence  of  devotion. 

Even  by  himself  they  are  ruined,  the  dice-play  is  lost  (by  them). 

(6).  Without  love  (to  Hari)  devotion  does  not  take  place,  nor  is  pleasure  obtained  in  the  body. 

The  boon  of  love  is  obtained  by  attachment  to  the  Guru  and  composure  of  the  mind. 

(7).  Whom  he  makes  perform  devotion,  he  does  it  by  reflecting  on  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

(If)  the  one  name  dwells  in  the  heart,  it  destroys  egotism  (and)  duality. 

(8).  The  caste  and  brotherhood  of  the  devotees  is  the  one  name,  he  himself  adorns  (them). 

They  are  always  in  his  asylum,  as  it  pleases  (him),  so  they  do  works. 

(9).  Pure  devotion  to  Allah  is  learnt  from  the  instruction  of  the  Guru. 

Nanak  (says) :  in  (his)  heart  the  name  dwells,  (who)  adorns  (it)  with  fear  and  attachment  to 
the  name. 

XV.     XXXVII. 

(1).  Who  is  led  astray  into  a  false  taste,  he  incurs  pain  without  the  name. 

The  true  Guru,  the  divine  male,  does  not  meet  (with  him),  who  imparts  true  understanding. 


0  my  silly  mind,  taste  the  juice  of  Hari  and  thou  wilt  get  (its)  flavour ! 

Thou  art  wandering  about  clinging  to  a  false  taste,  thou  wastest  thy  life  to  no  purpose. 
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(2).  In  this  age  the  disciples  (are)  pure,  who  devoutly  meditate  on  the  true  name. 

"Without  destiny  nothing  is  obtained,  what  can  be  said  ? 

(3).  (Who)  knows  his  own  self,  (who)  dies  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  (who)  drops  change  from 
(his)  mind ; 

("Who)  flees  to  the  asylum  of  the  Guru,  (him)  the  pardoner  pardons. 

(4).  Without  the  name  happiness  is  not  obtained  nor  does  pain  depart  from  within. 

This  world  is  imbued  with  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya,  by  the  error  of  duality  it  is  led  astray. 

(5).  The  ill-favoured  woman  has  no  knowledge  of  (her)  beloved,  how  will  she  adorn  herself? 

Always,  day  by  day  she  goes  about  burning,  on  (her)  bed  (her)  husband  does  not  dally  (with  her). 

(6).  The  favoured  woman  reaches  (his)  palace  having  removed  from  within  her  own  self. 

Being  adorned  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  she  is  joined  by  her  own  bridegroom. 

(7).  Death  is  forgotten  from  his  mind,  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya  (and)  darkness  (are  in  him). 

The  self-willed  one  having  died  repeatedly  is  born  again  and  dies,  at  the  gate  of  Tama  he  becomes 
wretched. 

(8).  Who  are  united  by  himself  (with  himself),  they  are  united  having  reflected  on  the  word  of 
the  Guru. 

Xanak  (says) :  they  are  absorbed  in  the  name,  their  faces  are  bright  at  that  true  court. 

ASA  ;    MAHALA  V. ;    ASTPADll ;    GHAB,  II. 
Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     XXXVIII. 

(1).  The  five1  are  appeased,  the  five*  are  irritated. 

The  five  are  made  to  dwell  (in  the  mind),  the  five  are  despatched. 

Pause. 
In  this  wise  the  town  is  peopled,  0  my  brother  ! 

(His)  sin  is  gone,  (who)  holds  firmly  the  divine  knowledge  of  the  Guru. 
(2).  A  fence  of  true  piety  is  made  and  given  (by  the  Guru). 

The  planks  (of  his  fence)  are  strong,  (who)  reflects  on  the  divine  knowledge  of  the  Guru. 
(3).  Sow  the  name  in  (thy)  field,  0  brother  and  friend  ! 
Carry  on  traffic,  serve  continually  the  Guru  ! 
(4).  All  (their)  shops  are  shops  of  tranquillity,  ease  and  comfort. 
The  retail-dealers  of  the  wholesale  merchant  (live  in)  splendour. 
(5).  Xone  of  the  poll-tax  gatherers  *  takes  a  fine  or  tax  (from  them), 
(On  whom)  the  true  Guru  has  set  his  own  seal. 
(6).  Having  laden  the  name  as  (thy)  goods  go  on  trafficking ! 
Having  obtained  profit  (thereby)  return  to  (thy)  house,  0  disciple  ! 
(7).  The  true  Guru  is  the  wholesale  merchant,  the  disciples  are  (his)  retail-dealers. 
The  name  is  (their)  capital-stock,  the  True  one  takes  account  (from  them). 
(8).  He  dwells  in  this  house,  who  (performs)  service  to  the  perfect  Guru. 
Eternal  is  the  city  of  God,  (says)  Nanak. 

The  five  virtues  are  very  differently  enumerated ;  e.g.  f^3  (truth  =  55^=0  jf^lf  (contentment),  jfcpn 
(control  of  the  passions),  fy+iAIA  (ablution),  ~^J7i  (alms). 

2  These  five  are  =  7TT.  3TJ,  etc. 

3  TltfllfT  *.«•  the  collector  of  the  poll-tax  (Arab.  <U  >-). 
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ASAVARl;    MAHA.LA  V.;    GHAR  III. 

Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     II.     XXXIX. 


My  mind  has  conceived  love  to  Hari. 

Muttering  Hari,  Hari  in  the  society  of  the  pious  (it  becomes)  pure,  true  (its)  practice. 
(I).  (I  am)  much  longing  after  (thy)  sight,  I  think  (of  thee)  in  many  ways. 
Bestow  a  favour  (on  me),  0  Supreme  Brahm,  0  Hari,  0  Murari,  be  gracious  (to  me) ! 
(2).  (My)  mind  has  come  from  a  foreign  country  and  joined  the  society  of  the  pious. 
Who  is  desiring  goods,  he  gets  them  by  love  to  the  name. 
(3).  All  the  pleasures  and  relishes  of  the  Maya  pass  away  in  a  moment. 
The  devotees  are  attached  to  thy  name,  they  enjoy  happiness  in  every  place. 
(4).  The  whole  world  is  seen  as  passing  away,  immovable  is  the  name  of  Hari. 
Having  made  friendship  with  the  pious  thou  wilt  obtain  an  immovable  spot. 
(5).  Friends,  sweethearts,  sons  and  relatives,  no  one  is  remaining  with  (thee). 
The  one  name  of  Earn  is  accompanying  (thee),  the  Lord  is  the  friend  of  the  poor. 
(6).  The  lotus-feet  (of  Hari)  are  the  boat,  by  clinging  to  that  the  ocean  is  crossed. 
The  perfect,  true  Guru  meets  with  (him,  who)  has  true  love  to  the  Lord. 

(7).  (This  is)  the  solicitation  of  thy  saints:    may  he  (=God)  not  be  forgotten  at   any  breath 
and  morsel ! 

"Who  is  pleasing  to  thee,  he  is  good,  by  thy  decree  his  affair  (is  put)  right. 

(8).  The  beloved  one,  the  ocean  of  happiness,  is  met  with,  great  joy  has  sprung  up. 

Mnak  says :  all  pains  are  effaced,  the  Lord,  the  highest  bliss,  has  met  (with  me). 


ASA;    MAHALA  V.;    BIRAHARE ; 1    GHAR  IV. 

A  kind  of  Chants. 

Om !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     III.     XL. 

(1).  The  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  is  remembered  (by  me),  I  sacrifice  myself  for  the  sight  of  the 
beloved  one. 

(2).  By  the  remembrance  of  whom  pain  is  forgotten,  how  can  that  beloved  one  be  abandoned  ? 

(3).  I  sell  this  (my)  body  to  the  saint  (=  the  Guru),  that  he  may  make  meet  (with  me)  my  dearly 
beloved  one. 

(-4).  The  pleasures  and  ornaments  of  the  world  are  insipid,  they  are  given  up  (by  me),  0  my  mother ! 

(5).  Lust,  wrath  and  covetousness  are  abandoned  (by  me)  having  fallen  down  at  the  feet  of  the 
beloved  true  Guru. 

(6).  Those,  who  are  attached  to  the  beloved  Ram,  they  do  not  go  anywhere  else. 

(7).  "Who  have  tasted  the  juice  of  the  beloved  Hari,  they  are  fully  satiated. 

(8).  By  whom  the  hem  of  the  pious  (Guru)  is  seized,  (him)  he  ferries  across  the  ocean  of  existence, 
(says)  Nanak. 

1  fildvQ,  literally :  pangs  of  love  caused  by  separation  from  the  beloved  (dim.  of  fsT3vT)- 
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II.     IV.     XLI. 

(1).  The  pain  of  birth  and  death  is  cut  off,  0  beloved,  when  Hari  the  king  meets  (with  any  one). 

(2).  Beautiful,  clever  and  very  wise  is  the  Lord,  my  life,  show  (me  thy)  sight ! 

(3).  The  creatures,  which  are  separated  from  thee,  0  beloved,  they  are  born  (again)  and  die  having 
eaten  poison. 

(4).  Whom  thou  unitest  (with  thee),  he  is  united,  0  beloved,  to  his  foot  I  cling. 

(5).  The  happiness,  (that  is  gained)  from  seeing  thy  sight,  0  beloved,  cannot  be  told  with  the  mouth. 

(6).  True  love  does  not  break,  0  beloved,  it  remains  for  all  ages. 

(7).  What  pleases  thee,  that  is  good,  0  beloved,  thy  pleasure  is  command. 

(8).  Nanak  (says)  :  those  who  are  imbued  with  love  to  Narayan,  0  beloved,  are  naturally  intoxicated. 

III.     V.     XLII. 

(1).  Every  affair  thou  art  knowing,  0  beloved,  to  whom  shall  I  say  (anything)  ? 
(2).  Thou  art  the  donor  of  all  creatures,  what  thou  givest,  they  put  on  and  eat. 
(3).  Pleasure  and  pain  (come)  by  thy  order,  0  beloved,  there  is  no  other  place. 
(4).  "What  thou  makest  me  do,  that  I  do,  0  beloved,  nothing  else  can  be  done. 
(5).  All  the  days  and  nights  are  pleasant,  0  beloved,  when  the  name  of  Hari  is  muttered. 
(6).  That  work  must  be  done,  0  beloved,  (which)  destiny  causes  to  be  written  on  (one's)  forehead 
from  the  beginning. 

(7).  He  himself  alone  is  existing,  0  beloved,  in  everybody  he  is  contained. 

(8).  He  draws  out  from  the  well  of  the  world,  0  beloved,  Nanak  is  in  the  asylum  of  Hari. 

KlGU  ASA;    MAHALA  I. 

THE  TABLET  (PATI). 

Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

(1).  By  Sasa  («)  (he  is  meant),  by  whom  creation  was  made,  the  Lord  of  all  is  the  One. 

They  continually  serve  (him),  who  have  applied  their  mind  (to  him),  their  coming  (into  the  world) 
has  become  fruitful. 

Pause. 

0  mind,  0  foolish  mind,  why  art  thou  going  astray  ? 

When  thou  givest  account,  0  brother,  then  (thou  art)  helpless. 

(2).  By  Ivari  (the  letter  i ).     Eirst  is  the  divine  male,  he  himself  is  munificent  and  true. 

The  disciple,  who  comprehends  these  letters,  has  no  writing  on  his  head.1 

(3).  By  Ura  (the  letter  u) :  his  magnifying  should  be  made,  whose  end  cannot  be  reached. 

Who  serve  (him),  they  obtain  rewards,  (those)  who  acquire  the  True  one. 

(4).  By  Nana  (the  letter  A) :  if  any  one  comprehend  divine  knowledge,  he  is  a  learned  Pandit. 

(If  one)  know,  that  in  all  creatures  is  the  One,  then  no  one  will  say :   "  I,  I."  2 

(5).  By  Kalcka  (the  letter  1c) :  when  the  hair  has  become  white  and  bright  without  soap  : 

The  spies  of  Tama  have  come  (to  him,  who  is)  bound  with  the  chain  of  the  Maya. 

(6).  By  KhalkM  (Jch).     Purchase  thou  the  independent  king  of  the  world,  by  whom  the  means  of 
subsistence  are  given ; 

By  whose  fetter  the  whole  world  is  bound ;  by  others  no  order  (can  be)  given. 

1  The  sense  is  :  he  is  not  subject  to  the  decrees  of  destiny. 

2  The  sense  is  :  he  will  discard  duality. 
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(7).  By  Gagga  (g).  Sing  the  word  (of  him),  by  whom  the  earth  is  emitted  and  dissolved,  (when)  the 
drop  (of  semen)  has  become  proud. 

By  whom,  having  shaped  vessels,  a  kiln  is  made  (and  by  whom)  he  is  made  who  is  putting  (them 
into  the  kiln).1 

(8).  By  Ghaggha  (gh).    If  he  puts  the  servant  into  (his)  service,  he  sticks  to  the  word  of  the  Guru. 

If  he  considers  bad  and  good  as  the  same,  the  Lord  is  sporting  (in  him)  in  this  manner. 

(9).  By  Caeca  (c).  By  whom  the  four  Vedas  were  made,  the  four  places  of  production,  the  four 
ages  (of  the  world) : 

He  is  through  all  ages  a  Jogi  and  enjoying  the  sources  of  production,2  he  himself  has  become  a  learned 
Pandit. 

'  V 

(10).  By  Chaccha  (ch).     Darkness  exists  within  all,  error  is  made  by  thee. 

Having  brought  forth  error  (the  creatures)  are  led  astray  by  thyself;  on  whom  thy  mercy  is  bestowed, 
with  them  the  Guru  meets. 

(11).  By  Jajj a  (}).  Know,  the  beggar  asks,  in  the  eighty-four  Lakhs  (of  forms  of  existence)  he 
has  wandered  about  in  begging. 

The  One  takes  and  the  One  gives,  no  other  one  has  been  heard  of. 

(12).  By  Jhajjha  (jh).     Why  dost  thou  die  in  grief,  0  man?  what  is  to  be  given,  that  he  is  giving. 

Giving  he  looks  on,  he  executes  his  order,  as  the  daily  bread  of  the  creatures  is  allotted. 

(13).  By  Nana  (»).     "When  I  look  about  with  my  eyes,  there  is  no  other  (to  be  seen). 

Only  One  is  contained  in  all  places,  One  dwells  in  the  mind. 

(14).  By  Tatta  (t).  Why  art  thou  carrying  on  works,  0  man?  in  twenty-four  or  in  forty-eight 
minutes  thou  must  rise  and  go. 

Do  not  lose  thy  life  in  gambling,  flee  and  fall  on  the  asylum  of  Hari ! 

(15).  By  Tattha  (th).     Coolness  is  abiding  in  the  heart  of  those,  whose  mind  is  directed  to  the  feet 
of  Hari. 
.    Whose  mind  is  applied  (to  thee),  they  are  saved,  by  thy  favour  happiness  is  obtained  (by  them). 

(16).  By  I)adda  (d).     Why  makest  thou  ostentation,  0  man  ? 

Whatever  is  created,  that  is  all  passing  away. 

Besort  to  his  asylum  and  thou  wilt  get  happiness,  he  is  contained  in  all  continually. 

(17).  By  Maddha  (dh).  Having  pulled  down  he  builds  up  (again)  himself,  as  it  pleases  him,  so 
he  does. 

Working  on  he  beholds  (it),  he  sets  agoing  his  order,  him  he  saves,  on  whom  he  bestows  a  favourable  look. 

(18).  By  Nana  {%).     In  whose  heart  he  is  abiding,  he  sings  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

The  creator  himself  is  uniting  (him  with  himself),  regeneration  will  no  more  take  place. 

(19).  By  Tatta  (t).    Who  has  become  the  ferryman  across  the  water  of  existence,  his  end  is  not  reached. 

There  is  no  boat  nor  buoy,  we  shall  be  drowned,  bring  us  across,  0  saving  king ! 

(20).  By  Thattha  (th).     In  every  place  is  he,  by  whom  all  is  created. 

What  is  called  error,  what  delusion  ?  what  pleases  him,  that  is  good. 

(21).  By  Dadda  (d).     I  do  not  blame  any  one,  the  blame  (is  owing  to)  my  own  works. 

What  I  have  done  (in  a  former  birth),  that  I  receive,  no  blame  should  be  given  to  other  people. 

(22).  By  Maddha  (dh).     By  whom  by  means  of  his  skill  all  things  are  made,  by  whom  colour 

is  made : 

His  gifts  all  take,  according  to  their  several  (former)  works  (his)  order  is  given. 
(23).  By  Nanna  (rt).     The  Lord  always  enjoys  himself,  he  is  not  seen  nor  recollected. 
By  words  (only)  I  am  a  favoured  woman,  0  sister,  the  beloved  one  has  never  met  with  me. 

1  These  two  lines  are  so  intricate,  that  the  translation  can  only  be  made  by  conjecture. 

2  MTSV  ^ft  literally :  enjoying  the  sources  of  production  =  all  creatures. 
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(24).  By  Poppa  (p).   The  king,  the  Supreme  Lord,  has  made  the  world  for  the  sake  of  beholding  (it) . 

He  sees,  comprehends  and  knows  everything,  inside  and  outside  he  is  contained. 

(25).  By  Phappha  (ph).     The  whole  world  is  caught  in  a  noose,  it  is  bound  by  the  chain  of  Tama. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  those  men  are  rescued,  who  have  fled  to  the  asylum  of  Hari. 

(26).  By  Balba  (b).     He  commenced  to  make  a  game,  the  four  ages  (of  the  world)  were  made  (by 
him)  a  Caupar '  play. 

All  the  creatures  were  made  the  chessmen,  he  himself  commenced  to  throw  the  dice. 

(27).  By  Bhabbhd  (bh).     Who  seek,  they  get  rewards,  to  whom  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  fear  is 
imparted. 

The  self-willed  wander  about,  the  fools  do  not  reflect,  the  turn  of  the  eighty-four  Lakhs  (of  forms 
of  existence)  is  allotted  to  them. 

(28).  By  Mamma  (m).     Spiritual  blindness  is  death;  when  death  has  come,  then  the  subduer  of 
Madhu  is  thought  of. 

(When)  another  is  read  within  the  body,  then  the  letter  Mamma  (egotism)  is  forgotten. 

(29).  By  Yayya  (y).     Regeneration  never  takes  place,  if  one  learn  to  know  the  True  one. 

The  disciple  praises  (him),  the  disciple  comprehends  (him),  the  disciple  knows  the  One. 

(30).  By  Para  (r).     He  is  sporting  in  all,  as  many  creatures  as  were  made  by  him. 

Having  produced  the  creatures  he  applied  them  all  to  (their  respective)  work ;  on  whom  his  kind- 
ness is  bestowed,  by  them  the  name  is  taken. 

(31).  By  Lalla  (I).     By  whom  (the  creature)  is  applied  to  (its)  work  (and)  the  infatuation  of  the 
Maya  made  sweet : 

According  to  his  pleasure  the  order  is  given,  (that)  eating  and  drinking  are  to  be  borne  as  the  same. 

(32).  By  Vavva  (v).    VasudSv,  the  Supreme  Lord,  by  whom  for  the  sake  of  beholding  (it)  a  disguise 
was  made : 

He  sees,  tastes  and  knows  everything,  outside  and  inside  he  is  contained. 

(33).  By  Para  (r).     "Why  art  thou  quarrelling,  0  man  ?  meditate  on  him,  who  is  immortal! 

Meditate  on  him,  be  absorbed  in  the  True  one !  for  him  (I  am)  made  a  sacrifice. 

(34).  By  Haha  (h).    There  is  no  other  donor  (besides  him),  by  whom  the  creatures  are  produced  and 
their  daily  bread  is  given. 

Meditate  on  the  name  of  Hari,  be  absorbed  in  the  name  of  Hari !  day  by  day  the  name  of  Hari  is 
taken  as  gain. 

(35).  By  Aira  (a).     Who  himself  has  produced  (the  creation),  he  does  whatever  is  to  be  done. 

He  does  and  causes tobe  done  everything,  he  knows  everything;  Nanak,  the  poet,2has  spoken  in  thisway. 

EAGU  ASA;    MAHALA  III. ;    PATI.3 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

(1).  0 !  by  Ana  (a  is  meant) :  the  whole  world  has  come  ;  by  Kahhu  (k,  Ich),  Ghana  (gh,  n),  death 
has  taken  place. 

By  Plri  and  Lall  (r,  I) :  sins  are  committed,  by  reading  vices  virtues  are  forgotten. 

Pause. 

0  mind,  why  is  such  an  account  read  by  thee  ? 
It  rests  with  thee  to  give  account. 

1  The  ^€vfW  is  »  klnd  of  chess.  2  Jnfj73  =  'A\£  (Arab.) 

3  In  this  pati  (patti)  no  proper  order  of  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  can  be  detected,  they  are  thrown 
together  in  confusion.     The  whole  is  a  poor  imitation  of  the  preceding  patti. 
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(2).  JThe  perfect-bodied  one  *  thou  dost  not  remember ;  by  Wanna  (n) :  neither  is  the  name  taken  by  thee. 
By  Chaooha  (ch) :  thou  art  wasting  away  day  and  night,  0  fool,  how  wilt  thou  escape  being  seized 
by  Tama  ? 

(3).  By  Babba  (b).     Thou  dost  not  understand,  0  fool,  thou  art  led  astray  by  error,  thy  life  is  lost. 
Thou  makest  (them)  apply  a  non-existent  name,  the  burden  of  others  is  taken  by  thee. 
(4).  By  Jajja  (j).     Thy  light  is  taken  away,  0  fool,  when  going  at  the  end  thou  wilt  repent. 
The  one  word  thou  dost  not  know,  again  and  again  thou  wilt  fall  into  the  womb. 
(5).  What  is  written  on  thy  head,  that  read,  0  Pandit,  do  not  teach  others  worldly  things  ! 
First  ,the  noose  is  placed  on  the  instructor,  afterwards  (also)  on  the  neck  of  (his)  disciples. 
(6).  By  Sassa  (s).    Control  of  the  senses  is  gone,  0  fool,  the  one  gift  thou  hast  taken  to  a  bad  place. 
That  is  the  effigy 2  of  (thy)  customer,  that  is  thine,  by  eating  this  corn  thy  life  is  gone. 
(7).  By  Mamma.     Thy  understanding  is  taken  away,  0  fool,  the  great  disease  of  egotism  has 
befallen  thee. 

"Within  thy  soul  Brahm  is  not  known,  thou  hast  become  needy  of  the  Maya. 

(8).  By  Ealhha  (kh).     By  lust  and  passion  thou  art  led  astray,  0  fool,  clinging  to  egotism  thou 
hast  forgotten  Hari. 

Thou  readest  and  reflectest,  thou  criest  much,   (but)  without  understanding  thou  art  drowned 
and  diest. 

(9).  By  Tatta  (t).     Thou  burnest  in  anger,  0  fool!.  By  Thattha  (th)  :  (thy)  place  became  filthy. 
By  Ghaggha  (gh) :  to  every  house  thou  wanderest  about,  0.  fool !    By  Daddd  (d) :  no  gift  is  obtained 
by  thee. 

(10).  By  Poppa  (p).     Thou  dost  not  come  across,  0  fool,  thou  clingest  to  the  world. 
By  the  True  one  himself  thou  art  ruined,  this  destiny  has  fallen  on  thy  head. 

(11).  By  BhabbM  (bh).     In  the  water  of  existence  thou  wast  drowned,  0  fool,  in  the  Maya  thou 
becamest  immersed. 

Who  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  knows  the  One,  he  is  brought  across  in  twenty-four  minutes. 
(12).  By  Vavvd  (v).     Thy  turn  (of  dying)  has  come,  0  fool,  VasudSv  is  forgotten  by  thee. 
This  opportunity  thou  wilt  not  get  again,  0  fool,  (when)  thou  hast  fallen  into  the  power  of  Yama. 
(13).  By  Jhajjha  (jh).     Thou  dost  never  grieve,  0  fool,  hear  the  instruction  of  the  true  Guru,  O 
noseless  one ! 

Without  the  true  Guru  there  is  no  other  Guru ;  the  name  of  him,  who  has  no  Guru,  is  bad. 
(14).  By  Bhaddha  (dh).     Keep  back  thy  running  (mind),  0  fool,  within  thee  the  treasure  is  laid. 
When  thou  becomest  a  disciple,  then  thou  wilt  drink  the  juice  of  Hari,  through  all  ages  thou  wilt 
go  on  eating  (it). 

(15).  By  Gagga  (g).  Put  Govind  into  thy  mind,  0  fool,  by  (mere)  words  no  one  has  obtained  him. 
Make  the  feet  of  the  Guru  dwell  in  thy  heart,  0  fool,  thy  former  sins  are  all  pardoned  (thereby). 
(16).  By  BTaha.  (h).  Understand  the  story  about  Hari,  0  fool,  then  there  will  be  always  happiness. 
As  much  as  the  self-willed  one  reads,  so  much  pain  befalls  (him),  without  the  true  Guru  no  emancipa- 
tion is  obtained. 

(17).  By  Rara  (r).  Put  Earn  into  thy  mind,  0  fool !  in  the  heart  of  whom  he  is  contained ; 
By  whom  through  the  favour  of  the  Guru  Earn  is  known,  by  them  Earn,  who  is  without  qualities, 
is  comprehended. 

(18).  Thy  end  cannot  be  perceived,  0  Hari!  the  inexpressible  one  cannot  be  described. 
Nanak  (says) :  with  whom  the  true  Guru  has  met,  their  account  is  settled. 

1  f*mVr  =  f%HTlp>  the  perfect-bodied,  a  name  of  Krishna. 

2  \r5^=  V3^5^>  the  meaning  "  daughter ''  will  hardly  suit  the  context.     But  the  whole  verse,  though 
the  single  words  are  plain  enough,  is  obscure. 
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EA3IT  ASA;    MAHALA  I.;    CHANT;    GHAE  I. 
Om !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I. 

(1).  0  woman  in  the  prime  of  youth,  my  beloved  is  the  delightful  Earn  ! 

(To)  the  woman  (who  has)  great  love  (and)  affection  to  her  beloved,  Earn  is  merciful.1 

The  woman  meets  with  her  beloved,  if  the  Lord  himself  bestow  mercy  (on  her). 

(Her)  bed  is  delightful  in  the  society  of  (her)  beloved,  the  seven  ponds  are  filled  with  nectar.2 

Bestow  mercy  and  kindness  (on  me),  0  merciful  one,  that  falling  in  with  the  true  word  (of  the 
Guru)  I  may  sing  (thy)  excellences ! 

Nanak  (says)  :  having  seen  Hari,  her  bridegroom,  the  woman  is  happy,  in  (her)  mind  is  joy. 

(2).  0  young  and  naturally  beautiful  woman !  the  one  love  of  Earn  (is  my)  prayer. 

To  my  mind  and  body  Hari  is  pleasing,  I  am  fond  of  meeting  with  the  Lord  Earn  ! 

(Who)  is  imbued  with  love  to  the  Lord,  (whose)  supplication  (is)  Hari,  she  dwells  comfortably  in 
the  name  of  Hari. 

Then  she  gets  acquainted  with  virtues,  then  she  knows  the  Lord,  her  faults  are  subdued,  (her)  vices 
destroyed. 

Without  thee  I  cannot  remain  a  moment,  by  telling  and  hearing  patience  is  not  brought  about. 

0  Nanak :  (who)  cries  :  0  beloved,  0  beloved !  (her)  mind,  having  tasted  (bim)  with  (her)  tongue, 
becomes  happy. 

(3).  0  friend,  0  companion,  my  beloved  is  the  trader  Earn. 

The  name  of  Hari  is  taken  up  for  sale,  of  infinite  taste  and  value  is  Earn. 

If  the  inestimable,  true,  beloved  Lord  be  approved  of  in  the  house,  then  the  young  woman  is  well  doing. 

Some  enjoy  pleasures  in  the  society  of  Hari,  I  cry  standing  at  the  door. 

The  powerful  cause  of  causes,  the  bearer  of  prosperity  ( =  Vishnu)  himself  accomplishes  (my)  affair. 

Nanak  (says)  :  (on  whom  his)  favourable  look  is,  (she  is)  blessed  and  a  favoured  woman,  she  keeps 
the  word  (of  the  Guru)  (in  her)  heart. 

(4).  In  my  house  is  true  rejoicing,  the  Lord,  the  friend  Earn,  has  come. 

Imbued  with  love  he  enjoys  (me),  (my)  mind  is  taken  away  and  given  (to)  Earn. 

(My)  own  mind  is  given  (to  him),  Hari,  the  bridegroom,  is  obtained,  as  he  pleases,  so  he  enjoys  (me). 

(Whose)  body  and  mind  (are  put)  before  the  beloved,  she  obtains  by  means  of  the  auspicious  word 
(of  the  Guru)  the  nectar-fruit  in  her  house. 

By  intelligence  and  reading  and  much  cleverness  he  is  not  obtained,  by  reason  of  love  he  meets  (with 
them  who)  are  pleasing  to  his  mind. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  Lord  is  our  friend,  we  are  not  of  the  world. 

II. 

(1).  Unbeaten,  unbeaten  sounds  the  jingling  sound  (in  my  head),  0  Earn  ! 
My  mind,  my  mind  is  attached  (to  thee),  0  dearly  beloved  Earn  ! 

Day  by  day  (my)  mind  is  attached  (to  thee)  and  in  love  (with  thee),  in  the  void  orbit  (my)  house 
is  placed.3 

1  There  are  eight  words  in  this  line  without  any  grammatical  connexion  whatever.  The  translation  can 
therefore  only  be  made  by  conjecture. 

2  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  is  meant  by  the  seven  ponds.  The  Granthis  explain  them  by :  two  eyes,  two 
ears,  two  nostrils,  the  mouth.    But  this  apparently  is  only  a  conjecture. 

3  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  the  meaning  of  this  mystic  allusion  may  be. 
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The  primeval  divine  male,  the  boundless,  the  beloved,  the  inconceivable  one  is  given  to  understand 
by  the  true  Guru. 

Narayan  is  firmly  fixed  on  (his)  seat,  reflecting  (on  him)  (my)  mind  became  attached  (to  him). 

Nanak  (says) :  those,  who  are  attached  to  the  name,  are  Bairagls,  an  unbeaten,  jingling  sound  (is 
in  them). 

(2).  To  that  inapproachable,  to  that  inapproachable  city,  say,  0  brother,  in  what  manner  shall  one  go  ? 

Performing  true  continence  (and)  virtues  the  word  of  the  Guru  should  be  done,  0  brother ! 

(If)  the  true  word  be  done  (and  if)  one  go  to  his  own  house,  the  depository  of  all  excellences 
is  obtained. 

In  him  there  are  no  branches,  root,  leaves  nor  boughs,  he  is  the  first  above  all. 

Practising  muttering,  austerities  and  continence  (the  world)  has  become  tired,  by  obstinacy  and 
tenacity  he  is  not  obtained. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  life  of  the  world  is  easily  met  with,  if  by  the  true  Guru  understanding  be  imparted. 

(3).  The  Guru  is  the  ocean,  the  mine  of  jewels,  in  him  are  many  gems,  0  brother ! 

Make  ablution  in  the  seven  oceans  (and)  thy  mind  (will  become)  pure,  0  my  brother  ! 

Thou  bathest  in  pure  water,  when  thou  art  pleasing  to  the  Lord,  thou  fallest  in  (with)  the  saints 
by  meditation. 

Abandon  lust,  wrath,  falsity  and  the  world  and  put  the  true  name  into  thy  breast ! 

Egotism,  greediness,  emotion  and  covetousness  are  worn  away  (thereby),  he  is  obtained  who  is  kind 
to  the  poor. 

Nanak  (says) :  there  is  no  Tirtha  equal  to  the  Guru,  (to)  the  true  Guru  Gopal. 

(4).  (If)  I  look  on  forest  by  forest,  (if)  I  look  at  (every)  grass,  it  is  prepared  (by  thee),  0  Earn ! 

The  three  worlds  are  made  by  thee,  the  whole  world,  0  Earn,  is  made  (by  thee)  ! 

All  is  made  by  thee,  thou  art  firmly  fixed,  no  one  is  like  thee. 

Thou  art  the  donor,  all  are  thy  beggars,  without  thee  whom  shall  I  praise  ? 

By  thee,  0  donor,  gifts  are  given  without  being  asked  for,  the  store-rooms  are  filled  with  thy  worship. 

Without  the  name  of  Earn  emancipation  is  not  brought  about,  Nanak  pronounces  (this)  thought. 

III. 

(1).  My  mind,  my  mind  is  attached  to  Earn,  0  beloved  brother ! 

The  true  Lord,  the  primeval,  boundless,  divine  male  I  keep  in  my  mind,  0  brother ! 

Unattainable,  incomprehensible,  infinite  is  the  Supreme  Brahm,  first  (of  all). 

He  is  from  the  beginning,  before  (all)  ages,  he  will  also  be  (for  ever),  every  other  ground  of  assurance 
is  false. 

(Who)  has  no  knowledge  of  the  (right)  works  and  duties  (of  man),  how  should  he  get  true  know- 
ledge concerning  emancipation  ? 

Nanak  (says) :  the  disciple  learns  (it)  from  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  (if)  day  and  night  the  name  be 
meditated  upon. 

(2).  My  mind,  my  mind  is  pleased,  the  name  is  (my)  companion,  0  brother  ! 

Egotism,  selfishness  and  the  Maya,  do  not  go  with  (thee),  0  brother  ! 

Mother,  father,  brother,  son,  cleverness,  wealth,  wife  (do)  not  (go)  with  (thee). 

(By  whom)  the  daughter  of  the  ocean  is  abandoned  (and  put)  under  (his)  feet,  he  reflects  (on  the 
Supreme). 

By  the  primeval  divine  male  one  achievement  is  shown,  wherever  I  look,  there  is  he. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  worship  of  Hari  I  do  not  give  up ;  what  naturally  happens,  that  takes  place. 

(3).  My  mind,  my  mind  (becomes)  pure  by  keeping  in  mind  the  True  one,  0  brother! 

Having  effaced  vices  (we)  walk  in  harmony  with  virtue. 
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Having  abandoned  vices  I  perform  (religious)  works,  at  the  true  gate  (I  become  thereby)  true. 

The  coming  and  going  of  that  disciple  is  stopped,  by  whom  truth  (the  Supreme)  is  reflected  upon. 

My  friend  and  all-wise  companion  art  thou,  from  (thee),  the  True  one,  greatness  is  obtained. 

(To)  Nanak  the  gem  of  the  name  was  manifested,  such  instruction  of  the  Guru  was  obtained  (by  me). 

(4).  True  is  the  collyrium;1  having  applied  the  collyrium  (1)  became  attached  to  the  spotless 
one,  0  brother ! 

In  (my)  mind  and  body  is  contained  the  life  of  the  world,  the  donor,  0  brother  ! 

(Who)  in  his  mind  is  attached  to  the  life  of  the  world,  the  donor  Hari,  he  naturally  meets  (with 
him),  being  united  (by  him  with  himself). 

In  the  assembly  of  the  pious,  in  the  society  of  the  saints  happiness  is  obtained  by  the  merciful 
glance  of  the  Lord. 

The  Bairagis  are  filled  with  attachment  to  Hari,  spiritual  darkness  and  worldly  thirst  have  ceased 
(in  them). 

Nanak  (says) :  having  destroyed  egotism  they  believed  (in  him) ;  those  servants  (of  him),  who  are 
of  mortified  passions,  are  rare. 

BA.GU  ASA;    MAHALA  I.;    CHANT;    GHAK  II. 
Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     IV. 

(1).  Thou  art  in  all  places,  where  I  go,  (there  art  thou),  the  True  creator. 

(Thou  art)  the  donor  of  all,  the  disposer  of  (their)  destiny,  bringing  pain  into  oblivion. 

Thou,  0  Lord,  makest  forget  pain,  by  whom  it  is  made. 

Crores  upon  crores  of  sins  thou  dost  away  in  one  Ghari. 

With  geese  (thou  art)  a  goose,  with  cranes  a  crane,  in  everybody  thou  reflectest,  0  Lord ! 

Thou  art  in  all  places,  where  I  go,  (there  art  thou),  the  true  creator. 

(2).  By  whom  he  is  meditated  upon  with  one  mind,  they  obtain  happiness ;  those  are  rare  in  the 
world,  0  dear ! 

Tama  does  not  go  near  them,  who  do  the  word  of  the  Guru,  they  are  never  overcome,  0  dear  ! 

They  are  never  defeated,  who  remember  the  excellences  of  Hari,  Hari,  Tama  does  not  go  near  them. 

Their  regeneration  and  death  have  ceased,  who  cling  to  the  feet  of  Hari. 

By  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  the  juice  of  Hari,  the  fruit  of  Hari,  is  obtained  by  keeping 
the  name  of  Hari  in  (their)  breast,  0  dear ! 

By  whom  he  is  meditated  upon  with  one  mind,  they  obtain  happiness ;  those  are  rare  in  the  world, 
0  dear!- 

(3).  By  whom  the  world  is  produced,  (by  whom)  it  is  applied  to  its  (several)  occupations,  to  him 
(I  am)  a  sacrifice,  0  dear ! 

(If)  his  service  be  performed,  profit  is  obtained,  at  the  threshold  of  Hari  honour  is  obtained,  0  dear ! 

At  the  threshold  of  Hari  that  man  gets  honour,  who  knows  the  One  divine  male. 

He  obtains  the  nine  treasures,  who  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  meditates  on  Hari,  who 
continues  rehearsing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

Day  and  night  his  name  should  be  taken,  Hari  is  the  highest  and  prime  divine  male. 

By  whom  the  world  is  produced  and  applied  to  (its)  work,  to  him  (I  am)  a  sacrifice,  0  dear ! 

1  *HrI^,  collyrium  ;  figuratively  the  instruction  of  the  Guru.  *>ftTJS  and  fjS^rJT^  contain  a  play  upon 
words,  which  cannot  well  be  expressed  in  English. 
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(4).  Who  take  the  name,  they  become  lustrous,  their  reward  is  happiness,  who  mind  (it),  they  go 
having  won  (the  play),  0  dear  ! 

Their  reward  does  not  diminish^when  it  pleases  him,  though  several  ages  pass  on,  0  dear! 

Though  several  ages  pass  on,  0  Lord,  their  reward  does  not  diminish. 

They  are  not  subject  to  old  age  nor  to  death  nor  do  they  fall  into  hell,  who  meditate  on  the  name 
of  Hari. 

Who  say :  Hari,  Hari !  they  do  not  dry  up  nor  do  they  suffer  pain,  0  dear,  (says)  Nanak. 

Who  take  the  name,  they  become  lustrous,  their  reward  is  happiness ;  who  mind  (it),  they  go  having 
won  (the  play),  0  dear ! 


ASA  ;    MAHALA  I. ;    CHANT ;    GHAR  III. 

Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 
I.     V. 

(1).  Hear  thou,  0  black  deer,  why  art  thou  attached  to  the  gardens  ?' 

The  fruit  of  poison  is  sweet  four  days,  then  thou  becomest  again  hot. 

Thou  becomest  again  hot  and  quite  intoxicated,  without  the  name  thou  art  in  pain. 

That 2  gives  waves  like  the  ocean,  it  flashes  like  lightning. 

Without  Hari  there  is  no  protector  and  he  is  forgotten  by  thee. 

Nanak  speaks  truth :  think,  0  mind  !  thou  wilt  die,  0  black  deer  ! 

(2).  0  black  bee  wandering  about  flowers,  very  heavy  is  (thy)  pain. 

I  asked  my  own  Guru,  reflecting  on  truth. 

Eeflecting  I  asked  the  true  Guru,  the  black  bee  is  attached  to  creepers. 

When  the  sun  rises,  (its)  body  falls  (to  the  ground),  like  oil  it  is  heated. 

On  the  way  to  Tama  it  is  bound  and  beaten,  without  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  it  is  a  goblin. 

Nanak  speaks  truth  :  think,  0  mind,  thou  wilt  die,  0  black  bee  ! 

(3).  0  my  soul,  the  stranger,  into  what  trouble  dost  thou  fall ! 

In  (whose)  mind  the  true  Lord  dwells,  is  he  ensnared  by  the  net  of  Tama,  0  brother  ? 

The  fish  separated  (from  the  water)  weeps  in  its  eyes,  the  fisherman  threw  a  net  over  it. 

The  infatuation  of  the  Maya  is  sweet  to  the  world,  at  the  end  it  is  led  astray  by  error. 

Applying  thy  mind  to  Hari  perform  worship,  drop  doubt  from  thy  mind ! 

Nanak  speaks  truth  :  think,  0  my  mind,  my  soul,  the  stranger  ! 

(4).  A  canal  separated  from  the  river  is  (again)  united  with  (it). 

Continually  (the  world)  takes  in  sweet  poison,  some*  (rare)  Jogi  knows  (this). 

Some  one  knows  (it)  naturally  and  gets  acquainted  with  Hari,  he,  by  whom  the  true  Guru  is 
thought  of. 

Without  the  name  of  Hari  they  are  led  astray  by  error,  the  foolish  thoughtless  people  are  consumed. 

Who  are  not  attached  to  the  name  of  Hari  (and  in  whose)  heart  the  True  one  is  not,  they  weep  at 
the  end  in  lamentations. 

Manak  speaks  truth :  he  (Hari)  unites  (with  himself)  by  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru)  those,  who 
were  a  long  time  separated  (from  him). 

1  ^l^"  s.f.  An  enclosed  piece  of  ground,  a  garden.     "3Tf{  is  here  a  meaningless  alliteration. 

2  It  does  not  appear  from  the  context,  to  what  '©7J  "  that "  is  to  be  referred. 
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ASA;    MAHALA  III.;    CHANT;    GHAE  I. 

Om  !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
I.     VI. 

(1).  In  our  house  are  true  rejoicings,  it  is  adorned  by  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru).1 

The  woman  has  met  with  her  beloved,  by  the  Lord  himself  she  was  united  (with  himself). 

By  the  Lord  himself  she  was  united  (with  himself),  the  True  one  was  made  to  dwell  in  (her)  mind, 
the  woman  became  naturally  intoxicated. 

She  is  adorned  by  the  word  of  the  Guru,  by  truth  she  is  decorated,  steeped  in  love  she  always 
enjoys  (her  beloved). 

She  removes  her  own  self  and  obtains  Hari  her  bridegroom,  the  essence  of  Hari  is  made  to  dwell 
in  her  mind. 

Nanak  says :  she  is  adorned  by  the  word  of  the  Guru,  her  whole  life  is  (made)  fruitful  (thereby). 

(2).   (If)  the  woman  is  led  astray  by  the  error  of  duality,  she  does  not  get  Hari  (as  her)  bridegroom. 

(If)  the  woman  has  no  virtues,  she  spends  her  life  to  no  purpose. 

The  foolish  self-willed  (woman)  wastes  her  life  uselessly,  being  vicious  she  grieves. 

By  serving  her  own  true  Guru  happiness  is  always  obtained  by  her,  her  friend  is  met  with  (as  being) 
in  her  presence. 

Seeing  her  friend  she  is  happy,  by  the  true  word  she  is  easily  full  of  love  within. 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  name  the  woman  is  led  astray  by  error,  having  met  with  her  beloved 
she  obtains  happiness. 

(3).  The  woman  knows,  that  her  beloved  is  with  (her),  by  the  Guru  she  is  united  (with  him). 

Being  united  (with  him)  within  by  means  of  the  word,  her  burning  heat  is  quenched. 

By  the  word  (her)  burning  heat  is  quenched,  tranquillity  comes  into  her  heart,  the  juice  of  Hari  is 
easily  tasted  (by  her). 

Being  united  with  her  own  beloved  she  always  enjoys  pleasure,  in  the  true  word  there  is  good  food.2 

Beading  on  the  Pandits  (and)  anchorites  became  tired,  by  assuming  (religious)  garbs  emancipation 
is  not  obtained. 

Nanak  (says)  :  without  devotion  (to  Hari)  the  world  is  mad,  by  the  true  word  he  (=  Hari)  unites 
(with  himself). 

(4).  In  the  heart  of  that  woman  joy  springs  up,  (whom)  thou,  0  Hari,  unitest  with  (her)  beloved  ! 

That  woman  is  steeped  in  the  love  of  Hari  by  the  boundless  word  of  the  Guru. 

By  the  boundless  word  she  meets  with  (her)  beloved,  she  always  remembers  his  excellences  (and) 
he  dwells  in  her  mind. 

Her  bed  is  pleasant,  when  she  is  enjoyed  by  her  beloved,  meeting  with  her  beloved  her  vices  are 
destroyed. 

In  which  house  the  name  of  Hari  is  always  meditated  upon,  (in  that)  are  rejoicings  through  the 
four  ages. 

Kanak  (says) :  who  is  attached  to  the  name,  has  always  joy,  by  meeting  with  Hari  (all)  affairs 
are  adjusted. 

1  7T*T  is  here,  as  in  the  preceding  Chant,  a  mere  alliteration. 

2  *T3Tftf»HT=*p^,  good  food. 
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ASA;    MAHALA  III.;    CHANT;    GEAR  II. 

Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

II.     VII. 

(1).  0  my  beloved  friend,  worship  thou  the  bridegroom  ! 

Serve  always  thy  own  Guru,  (that)  thou  mayst  get  the  boon  of  the  name  ! 

"Worship  thou  the  bridegroom,  (that)  thou  mayst  please  the  beloved  bridegroom  ! 

(If)  thou  do,  what  pleases  thee,  thou  wilt  not  be  pleasing  to  the  bridegroom. 

Worship  and  love,  this  is  the  difficult  road,  by  means  of  the  Guru  some  one  gets  (it). 

Nanak  says :  on  whom  he  bestows  mercy,  he  applies  his  mind  to  the  worship  of  Hari. 

(2).  0  my  recluse  mind,  practising  indifference  to  the  world  to  whom  dost  thou  exhibit  it  ? 

They  always  are  rejoicing  in  Hari,  who  sing  the  excellences  of  Hari. 

Practising  indifference  to  the  world  abandon  hypocrisy,  that  bridegroom  knows  everything. 

In  the  water,  earth  and  on  the  face  of  the  earth  there  is  that  One,  the  disciple  knows  his  order. 

By  whom  the  order  of  Hari  is  known,  he  obtains  all  happiness. 

Thus  says  Nanak  :  he  is  a  Bairagi,  who  day  by  day  devoutly  meditates  on  Hari. 

(3).  "Wherever  thou  art  running  about,  0  mind,  there  is  Hari  with  thee. 

0  mind,  give  up  cunning,  lay  hold  of  the  word  of  the  Guru ! 

That  bridegroom  is  always  with  thee,  (if)  thou  remember  one  moment  the  name  of  Hari. 

The  sins  of  thy  several  births  are  cut  off,  at  the  end  thou  wilt  obtain  the  highest  step  (of  emancipation). 

If  thou  make  a  tie  of  friendship  with  the  True  one,  0  disciple,  he  always  will  keep  (thee)  in  mind. 

Thus  says  Nanak  :  wherever  thou  art  running  about,  0  mind,  there  Hari  is  always  with  thee. 

(4).  By  falling  in  with  the  true  Guru  the  running  (mind)  is  stopped,  it  comes  and  dwells  in  its 
own  house. 

The  name  it  buys,  the  name  it  takes,  in  the  name  it  is  absorbed. 

By  falling  in  with  the  true  Guru  the  running  mind  is  stopped,  the  tenth  gate  is  obtained. 

There  is  the  enjoying  of  nectar,  that  sound  is  naturally  produced,  by  which  sound  the  world  is 
stopped  (from  running  about). 

In  him  are  always  many  musical  instruments  sounding  without  being  beaten,  who  is  absorbed  in 
the  True  one. 

Thus  says  Nanak :  by  falling  in  with  the  true  Guru  the  running  mind  is  stopped,  it  comes  and 
dwells  in  its  own  house. 

(5).  0  mind,  thou  art  of  a  luminous  form,  become  acquainted  with  thy  own  origin  ! 

0  mind,  Hari  is  with  thee,  enjoy  (this)  pleasure  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru ! 

(If)  thou  become  acquainted  with  (thy)  origin,  thou  wilt  know  the  bridegroom,  the  right  knowledge 
of  death  and  life  is  obtained. 

(If)  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  thou  know  the  One,  another  love  will  not  take  place. 

Tranquillity  comes  into  the  mind,  congratulation  is  made,  (thou)  hast  become  approved  of. 

Thus  says  Nanak :  0  mind,  thou  art  of  a  luminous  form,  become  acquainted  with  thy  own  origin  ! 

(6).  0  mind,  thou  art  absorbed  in  pride,  laden  with  pride  thou  goest. 

Thou  art  deluded  by  the  fasoinating  Maya,  again  and  again  she  makes  (thee)  wander  about  in  wombs. 

Clinging  to  pride  thou  departest,  0  foolish  mind,  having  gone  thou  repentest  at  the  end. 

The  disease  of  egotism  and  worldly  thirst  sticks  (to  thee),  thou  wastest  thy  life  to  no  purpose. 

The  foolish  self-willed  (man)  does  not  think,  having  gone  on  (to  the  other  world)  he  repents. 

Thus  says  Nanak  ;  0  mind,  thou  art  absorbed  in  pride,  laden  with  pride  thou  goest. 
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(7).  0  mind,  do  not  be  puffed  up,  that  thou  art  knowing  something,  0  disciple,  be  humble ! 

"Within  (thee)  is  ignorance  (and)  egotism,  clear  away  (thy)  filth  by  the  true  word  (of  the  Guru) ! 

Be  humble  before  the  true  Guru,  he  likely  makes  thee  comprehend  in  some  way  thy  own  self  ! 

The  world  is  burnt  by  its  own  egotism,  would  that  thou  wouldst  remove  thy  own  self! 

Do  works  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  true  Guru,  keep  to  that  which  is  pleasing  to  the  true  Guru  ! 

Thus  says  Nanak  :  having  given  up  thy  own  self  thou  wilt  obtain  happiness,  0  mind,  remain  humble  \ 

(8).  Blessed  is  that  time,  in  which  I  met  with  the  true  Guru,  that  bridegroom  came  into  my  mind ! 

Great  joy  and  tranquillity  were  produced,  in  my  mind  and  body  I  obtained  happiness. 

That  bridegroom  came  into  my  mind,  he  was  made  to  dwell  in  (my)  mind  (by  the  Guru),  all  my 
vices  were  given  to  oblivion. 

When  it  pleased  him,  virtues  became  manifest  (in  me),  the  true  Guru  himself  adorns  (me). 

Those  people  have  become  approved  of,  by  whom  the  One  name  is  kept  fast  and  another  love  is 
stopped. 

Thus  says  Nanak :  blessed  is  that  Time,  in  which  I  have  met  with  the  true  Guru,  that  bridegroom 
has  come  into  my  mind  ! 

(9).  Some  creatures  are  gone  astray  in  error,  (who)  are  led  astray  by  that  bridegroom  himself. 

In  another  love  they  wander  about,  they  do  works  of  egotism. 

By  that  bridegroom  himself  they  are  led  astray,  they  are  put  into  a  bad  road,  nothing  is  in 
their  power.1 

Thou,  by  whom  this  creation  is  made,  knowest  their  quitting  or  non-quitting  (the  material  existence). 

Thy  order  is  quite  weighty,  some  (rare)  disciple  thou  makest  comprehend  it. 

Thus  says  Nanak  :  what  are  the  helpless  creatures,  when  they  are  led  astray  by  thee  in  error  ? 

(10).  0  my  true  Lord,  true  is  thy  greatness! 

Thou  art  the  endless  Supreme  Brahm,  0  Lord,  thy  power  cannot  be  told. 

True  is  thy  greatness,  in  whose  mind  thou  makest  dwell  it,  he  always  sings  thy  excellences. 

He  sings  thy  excellences,  when  he  pleases  thee,  when  he  applies  his  mind  to  the  True  one. 

Whom  thou  thyself  unitest  (with  thee),  that  disciple  is  absorbed  in  thee. 

Thus  says  Nanak  :  0  my  true  Lord,  true  is  thy  greatness ! 

BAGTT  ASA;    CHANT;    MAHALA  IV.;    GHAB  I. 
Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     VIII. 

(1).  Life,  life  I  obtained,  the  disciple  pleases  Bam. 

The  name  of  Hari,  the  name  of  Hari  he  gives,2  he  makes  Bam  dwell  in  my  soul. 

The  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  he  makes  dwell  in  my  soul,  every  doubt  and  pain  is  removed. 

The  unseen,  the  incomprehensible  (Supreme)  is  meditated  upon  by  means  of  the  word  of  the  Guru, 
the  pure  supreme  degree  (of  emancipation)  is  obtained. 

The  musical  instruments  sound  continually  with  a  sound  not  produced  by  beating  (them),  the  word 
of  the  true  Guru  is  sung. 

Nanak  (says) :  by  the  bountiful  Lord  the  gift  is  bestowed,  light  is  absorbed  in  the  Luminous  one. 

(2).  The  self-willed  have  died  self-willed,  saying  :  mine  is  the  Maya,  0  brother  ! 

In  a  moment  he  comes,  in  a  moment  he  goes,  (his)  mind  is  applied  to  the  stench  of  a  corpse.3 

'  The  sense  is  :  they  cannot  help  it.  "  The  subject  is  the  Guru. 

3  *TJTT>  •»•  a  corpse  (Marathi  still  *?%'). 
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(His)  mind  is  applied  to  the  stench  of  a  corpse,  it  sticks  (to  that),  by  which '  the  colour  of  the  safflower 
is  exhibited. 

In  one  moment  it  goes  to  the  east,  in  (another)  moment  to  the  west,  as  the  wheel  is  moved  about  by 
the  potter. 

Pain  it  eats,  pain  it  amasses  (and)  undergoes,  the  growth  of  pain  is  promoted. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  difficult  (ocean  of  existence)  is  easily  crossed,  when  one  comes  to  the  asylum  of 
the  Guru. 

(3).  My  Lord,  Lord,  is  good,  unattainable,  unfathomable,  0  brother ! 

The  capital  of  Hari,  the  capital  of  Hari,  I  desire,  0  my  true  Guru,  0  great  merchant ! 

The  capital  of  Hari  I  desire,  the  name  I  purchase,  (his)  excellences  I  sing,  (his)  excellences 
please  (me). 

Sleep  and  hunger,  all  I  give  up,  (that)  I  may  be  absorbed  in  the  Vacuum,  the  Vacuum. 

The  retail-dealers  attached  to  the  One,  come  and  take  away  the  gain  of  the  name  of  Hari. 

Nanak  (says) :  offer  up  (thy)  mind  and  body  before  the  Guru  !  on  whom  it  is  bestowed,  he  gets  it 
(soil,  the  name). 

(4).  With  jewels  upon  jewels  (and)  many  choice  things  the  ocean  is  filled,  0  brother ! 

"Who  cling  to  the  word,  the  word  of  the  Guru,  upon  their  hand  it  is  placed,  0  brother. 

"Who  cling  to  the  word  of  the  Guru,  upon  their  hand  is  placed  the  priceless,  boundless  jewel. 

The  priceless  name  of  Hari,  Hari  is  obtained  (by  them),  with  thy  worship  (thy)  store-rooms 
are  filled. 

Having  churned  the  ocean,  the  body,  we  have  seen  (it),  the  One  incomparable  thing  was  shown 
(to  us). 

The  Guru  is  Govind,  between  Govind  (and)  the  Guru,  (says)  Nanak,  there  is  no  difference,  0  brother ! 

II.     IX. 

(1).  Softly,  softly,  softly,  softly  a  stream  of  nectar  rains,  0  brother  ! 

On  the  disciple,  the  disciple,  is  the  favourable  glance  of  the  beloved  Ram,  0  brother ! 

The  dear  name  of  Earn  is  saving  the  world,  in  the  name  of  Earn  is  greatness. 

In  the  Kali-yuga  is  the  name  of  Earn  the  boat,  which  ferries  across  the  disciple. 

In  this  and  in  that  world  they  are  happy  by  the  name  of  Earn,  the  work  of  the  disciples  is 
accomplished. 

Nanak  (says) :  bestowing  mercy  he  gives  (this)  gift,  by  the  name  of  Earn  he  brings  (them)  across. 

(2).  The  name  of  Earn,  Earn  is  muttered  (by  me),  pain  and  sin  are  destroyed  (thereby)  and  removed, 
0  brother ! 

By  intimacy  with  the  Guru,  by  intimacy  with  the  Guru,  he  (Earn)  is  meditated  upon,  in  my  heart 
Earn  is  made  to  dwell,  0  brother ! 

Earn  abides  in  the  heart,  the  highest  step  *  is  obtained,  when  (one)  comes  to  the  asylum  of  the  Guru. 

The  boat,  that  was  sinking  in  the  vice  of  covetousness,  has  (safely)  come  out,  when  the  true  Guru 
makes  firm  the  name  (in  one). 

The  gift  of  life  is  bestowed  by  the  perfect  Guru,  he  applies  the  mind  to  the  name  of  Earn. 

The  merciful  one  himself  bestowing  mercy  gives  it  (the  name) ;  Nanak  (is)  in  the  asylum  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  The  word  of  the  name  of  Earn  (was)  heard  (by  me),  all  (my)  affair  became  accomplished  and 
adjusted,  0  brother ! 

In  every  hair,3  in  every  hair  I,  (having  become)  a  disciple,  meditate  on  Earn,  0  brother ! 

1  f^f'©'  is  here  the  Ablative  Sing,  of  %. 

2  i.e.  emancipation  from  material  existence. 

3  {JT  (Tt""0  tne  smaU  hair  of  the  body. 
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(Who)  meditates  on  the  name  of  Ram,  he  becomes  pure,  he  has  no  form  nor  figure  whatever. 

Earn,  Ram  is  contained  in  (his)  heart,  all  thirst  and  hunger  are  removed. 

(His)  mind  and  body  are  cool,  all  is  decorated,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  Ram  is  manifested. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  himself  bestowed  (his)  favour  (on  us) :  we  are  the  slaves  of  the  slaves  of  the  slaves.1 

(4).  By  whom  the  name  of  Ram,  Ram,  is  forgotten,  those  foolish  self-willed  people  are  unfortunate, 
0  brother ! 

In  their  heart  infatuation  dwells,  every  moment  the  Maya,  clings  (to  them),  0  brother ! 

The  filth  of  the  Maya  sticks  (to  them),  those  fools  have  become  unfortunate,  to  whom  the  name  of 
Ram  is  not  pleasing. 

The  conceited  practise  many  works,  (but)  the  name  of  Hari  Ram  is  suppressed. 

Very  difficult  is  the  way  of  Tama,  painful  and  turbid  (is)  the  darkness  of  infatuation.2 

Nanak  (says)  :  (when)  by  the  disciple  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  he  obtains  the  gate  of  salvation. 

(5).  The  name  of  Ram,  Ram,  of  Guru  Ram,  the  disciple  knows,  0  brother  ! 

ThiB  mind,  which  in  a  moment  is  roaming  about  above  and  in  the  nether  regions,  he  brings  to  one 
house,3  0  brother ! 

(If)  he  brings  (his)  mind  to  one  house,  he  has  all  knowledge  and  thorough  understanding,  the 
delightful  name  of  Hari  pleases  (him). 

He  preserves  the  honour  of  his  people,  the  name  of  Ram  saves  and  makes  cross  Prahlad. 

Ram,  Ram  is  delightful  (and)  high,  by  those,  who  utter  his  excellences,  no  end  (of  them)  is  reached. 

Nanak  (says)  :  having  heard  the  name  of  Ram  (we)  became  imbued  with  love  (to  it),  in  the  name 
of  Ram  (we)  were  absorbed. 

(6).  In  whose  heart  the  name  of  Ram  dwells,  their  care  is  all  removed,  0  brother ! 

All  objects,  all  virtues  are  obtained,  the  fruit  desired  by  the  mind  is  obtained,  0  brother ! 

The  fruit  desired  by  the  mind  is  obtained,  the  name  of  Ram  is  meditated  upon,  the  excellences  of 
the  name  of  Ram  are  sung. 

Folly  and  stupidity  are  gone,  soundness  of  mind  is  produced  by  applying  the  mind  to  the  name 
of  Ram. 

All  (his)  life  (and)  body  has  become  fruitful,  to  whom  the  name  of  Ram  has  been  manifested. 

Nanak  (says)  :  worship  always  Hari  day  and  night,  0  disciple,  dwelling  in  thy  own  house  ! 

(7).  Who  have  a  longing  after  the  name  of  Ram,  they  do  not  apply  their  mind  to  another,  0  brother ! 

If  the  whole  world  would  be  made  gold  and  given  (to  them),  nothing  but  the  name  is  pleasing 
(to  them),  0  brother  ! 

The  name  of  Ram  pleases  their  mind,  the  highest  happiness  is  obtained  (by  them),  it  is  a  com- 
panion with  (them)  when  departing  at  the  end. 

The  wealth  and  capital  of  the  name  of  Ram  is  collected  (by  them),  (which)  neither  is  sunk  in  water 
nor  goes  off. 

The  name  of  Ram  is  in  this  period  of  the  world  a  buoy,  Tama,  the  death,  does  not  go  near  (them, 
who  utter  it). 

ISanak  (says)  :  by  the  disciple  Ram  is  known,  he  himself  {i.e.  Ram)  mercifully  unites  (him  with  himself). 

(8).  The  name  of  Ram  is  known  to  be  true  by  the  disciple,  0  brother  ! 

(That)  worshipper  applies  himself  to  the  service  of  the  Guru,  who  offers  up  his  mind  and  body  as 
a  sacrifice  (to  the  Guru),  0  brother ! 

1  i.e.  we  are  his  most  humble  slaves. 

2  oMWfcf3'>  instead    of  375ffcf3'  (the  first  two  syllables  being  anomalously  lengthened)    =  ^jffcTfT , 
muddy,  turbid. 

3  fy°M  *^fd  WTo>  literally :  he  brings  to  one  house,  i.e.  he  makes  steadily  remain  in  one  house,  so 
that  it  no  longer  wanders  about. 
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(His)  mind  and  body  are  offered  up  by  him,  in  his  heart  is  much  longing,  the  Guru  (and  his)  servant 
are  united  by  (mutual)  love. 

The  protector  of  the  poor,  the  liberal  patron  of  the  creatures  he  obtains  from  the  perfect  Guru. 

The  Guru  is  the  disciple,  the  disciple  is  the  Guru,  (that  they  are)  One,  (this)  instruction  the  Guru 
sets  agoing. 

Into  the  heart  he  gives  the  mantra  of  the  name  of  Ram,  (says)  Nanak,  union  (with  Hari)  is  naturally 
(effected  thereby). 

ASA;    CHANT;    MAHALA  IV.;    GHAR  II. 
Om !    by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     III.     X. 

(1).  Hari,  Hari  is  the  creator,  destroying  pain,  the  name  of  Hari  is  purifying  the  sinners,  0  dear  ! 

By  the  service  of  Hari  the  highest  step  is  obtained,  0  brother,  Hari,  Hari  is  the  most  excellent 
desire,  0  dear ! 

Hari  is  the  most  excellent  desire ;  (by  whom)  the  name  of  Hari  is  muttered,  Hari  is  muttered,  he 
becomes  steady. 

The  pain  of  birth  as  well  as  of  death  is  effaced,  he  naturally  sleeps  in  comfort. 

0  Hari,  Hari,  bestow  mercy,  (that)  the  Lord  Hari,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  may  be  muttered  ! 

Hari,  Hari  is  the  creator,  destroying  pain,  the  name  of  Hari  is  purifying  the  sinners,  0  dear  ! 

(2).  The  name  of  Hari  is  the  highest  boon  in  the  Kali-yuga. 

Hari  should  be  muttered  according  to  the  intention  of  the  true  Guru,  0  dear! 

By  the  disciple  Hari  should  be  read,  by  the  disciple  Hari  should  be  heard !  by  muttering  and 
hearing  Hari  pain  departs,  0  dear  ! 

(When)  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  is  muttered,  pain  is  destroyed,  the  name  of  Hari,  the  highest  bliss, 
is  obtained. 

By  the  true  Guru  divine  knowledge  is  kindled,  light  (springs  up)  in  the  heart,  ignorance  and  dark- 
ness are  removed. 

The  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  is  adored  by  them,  on  whose  forehead  it  is  written  at  the  beginning. 

The  name  of  Hari  is  the  highest  boon  in  the  Kali-yuga  ;  Hari  should  be  muttered  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  true  Guru,  0  dear  ! 

(3).  To  (whose)  mind  Hari,  Hari,  is  pleasing,  (by  him)  the  highest  bliss  is  obtained,  the  gain  of 
Hari,  the  step  of  emancipation,  0  dear  ! 

(Who)  entertains  love  to  Hari,  (to  him)  the  name  of  Hari  is  a  companion,  (his)  error  has  ceased  (and) 
his  coming  and  going,  0  dear  ! 

(His)  coming  and  going,  (his)  error  (and)  fear  have  fled,  the  excellences  of  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  are  sung 
(by  him). 

The  blemishes  and  pain  of  (his)  several  births  are  gone  off,  in  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  he  is  absorbed. 

By  whom  Hari  is  meditated  upon  (and)  for  whom  it  is  written  by  destiny  in  the  beginning,  their 
life  is  fruitful  and  approved  of,  0  dear  ! 

To  (whose)  mind  Hari,  Hari  is  pleasing,  (by  him)  the  highest  bliss  is  obtained,  the  gain  of  Hari,  the 
step  of  emancipation,  0  dear ! 

(4).  To  whom  Hari  has  become  sweet,  those  people  are  foremost,  those  people  of  Hari  are  the  most 
excellent,  0  dear ! 

The  name  of  Hari  is  (their)  greatness,  the  name  of  Hari  is  their  companion,  by  the  word  of  the 
Guru  they  enjoy  the  relish  of  Hari,  0  dear ! 
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The  relish  of  Hari  they  enjoy,  they  are  without  restraint,  by  the  very  fortunate  the  relish  of  Hari 
is  obtained. 

They  are  blessed,  great,  virtuous  and  perfect  men,  by  whom  by  means  of  the  instruction  of  the  Guru 
the  name  is  meditated  upon. 

Humble  Nanak  asks  for  the  dust  of  the  feet  of  the  pious,  in  (whose)  heart  grief  and  separation 
(from  Hari)  have  ceased,  0  dear  ! 

To  whom  Hari  has  become  sweet,  those  people  are  foremost,  those  people  are  the  most  excellent, 
0  dear ! 

II.    IV.    XI. 

(1).  In  the  Satya-yuga  truth  (and)  contentment  (were)  in  the  bodies  (of  men),  religion  and  medita- 
tion (had)  four  legs,1  0  dear ! 

In  (their)  mind  and  body  they  sing  Hari,  they  obtain  the  highest  bliss,  Hari  is  in  their  heart,  the 
knowledge  of  the  excellences  of  Hari,  0  dear ! 

The  knowledge  of  the  excellences  (of  Hari)  (was  their)  object,  Hari,  Hari  they  gained,  lustre  accrued 
to  the  disciples. 

Inside  and  outside  (of  them)  was  the  One  Lord  Hari,  there  (was)  no  second. 

Devout  meditation  was  applied  to  Hari,  the  name  of  Hari  (was  their)  companion,  at  the  threshold 
of  Hari  they  obtain  honour,  0  dear  ! 

In  the  Satya-yuga  truth  (and)  contentment  (were)  in  the  bodies  (of  men),  religion  and  meditation 
(had)  four  legs,  0  dear ! 

(2).  The  Treta-yuga  came ;  violence  was  put  into  the  heart  (of  men),  (yet)  they  practise  chastity, 
control  of  the  senses  and  (religious)  works,  0  dear ! 

The  fourth  leg  dropped  off,  it  remained  three-legged,  in  (their)  mind  and  heart  they  kindle  wrath, 
0  dear ! 

In  (their)  mind  and  heart  (there  is)  wrath,  the  great  poison  of  the  L5dh-tree,2  the  kings  rush  on 
(to  the  attack),  pain  is  obtained  (by  them)  in  the  fight. 

In  their  heart  the  disease  of  selfishness  has  taken  root,  egotism  and  conceit  are  increased. 

(If)  by  Hari,  Hari,  my  Lord,  mercy  is  bestowed,  the  poison  goes  off  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru 
(and)  the  name  of  Hari,  0  dear ! 

The  Treta-yuga  came,  violence  was  put  into  the  heart  (of  men),  (yet)  they  practise  chastity,  control 
of  the  senses  (and  religious)  works,  0  dear  ! 

(3).  The  Dvapara-yuga  came,  it  was  led  astray  by  error,  Hari  produces  the  Gopis  and  Krishna, 
0  dear ! 

They  are  eager  in  practising  austerities,  sacrifices  (and)  meritorious  acts  they  commence,  they 
perform  great  religious  ceremonies  and  works,  0  dear ! 

Ceremonies  and  works  were  performed,  a  second  leg  was  dropped,  (religion)  remains  two-legged, 
0  dear ! 

Many  great  battles  and  fights  were  made,  in  their  hearts  egotism  is  lingering,  0  dear ! 

By  him,  who  is  kind  to  the  poor,  the  pious  Guru  was  procured,  by  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  the 
filth  goes  off,  0  dear  ! 

The  Dvapara-yuga  came,  it  was  led  astray  by  error,  Hari  produces  the  Gopis  and  Krishna,  0  dear ! 

(4).  The  Kali-yuga  was  made  by  Hari,  the  third  leg  dropped  off,  (only)  the  fourth  leg  (of  religion) 
is  remaining,  0  dear. ! 

1  The  four  legs  of  religion  in  the  Satya-yuga  are  said  to  have  been:  JT3T.  truth;  jfjVf,  contentment; 
3"lf ,  austerity,  and  ^"3^3  praise  (of  Hari). 

5  ?51J  Sansk.  ijftVI,  name  of  a  tree,  Symplocos  racemosa. 
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The  word  of  the  Guru  was  performed,  the  medicine  of  Hari  was  obtained,  by  the  praise  of  Hari, 
Sari  grants  tranquillity,  0  dear ! 

The  season  of  the  praise  of  Hari  came,  the  greatness  of  the  name  of  Hari,  the  field  of  the  name  of 
Hari,  Hari,  was  caused  to  germinated 

In  the  Kali-yuga  the  seeds  are  sown,  without  the  name  all  profit  and  capital  are  lost. 

Humble  Nanak  obtained  the  perfect  Guru,  (who)  in  mind  and  heart  makes  (me)  comprehend  the 
name,  0  dear ! 

The  Kali-yuga  was  made  by  Hari,  the  third  foot  dropped  off,  (only)  the  fourth  leg  (of  religion)  is 
remaining,  0  dear ! 

III.    V.     XII. 

(1).  To  (whose)  mind  the  praise  of  Hari  is  pleasing,  the  highest  step  (=  emancipation)  is  obtained 
(by  him),  Hari  is  made  sweet  to  (his)  mind  and  body,  0  dear ! 

The  juice  of  Hari,  Hari,  is  obtained,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  meditated  upon  (by  him), 
on  (whose)  forehead  at  the  beginning  (this)  lot  has  been  fixed. 

On  (whose)  forehead  the  lot  is  from  the  beginning,  he  has  good  fortune  by  the  name  of  Hari,  the 
excellences  of  the  name  of  Hari  are  sung  by  him. 

On  (his)  forehead  is  a  jewel,  (by  whom)  much  affection  is  manifested,  by  the  name  of  Hari  he 
is  adorned. 

Light  is  blended  with  the  Luminous  one,  the  Lord  is  obtained,  having  met  with  the  true  Guru  the 
mind  is  satisfied,  0  dear ! 

To  (whose)  mind  the  praise  of  Hari  is  pleasing,  the  highest  step  (=  emancipation)  is  obtained  (by 
him),  Hari  is  made  sweet  to  (his)  mind  and  body,  0  dear ! 

(2).  (By  whom)  the  praise  of  Hari  is  sung,  (by  them)  the  highest  degree  is  obtained,  they  are  the 
most  excellent  and  the  foremost  people,  0  dear  ! 

Their  feet  we  will  embrace,  their  feet  we  will  wash  every  moment,  to  whom  Hari  has  become  sweet, 
0  dear! 

(By  whom)  Hari  is  considered  sweet,  (by  them)  the  highest  bliss  is  obtained,  (their)  lot  is  most 
excellent,  (their)  destiny  pleasant.1 

(According  to)  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  sung,  the  necklace  of  Hari  is  put  on  (their) 
breast,  the  name  of  Hari  they  keep  in  (their)  bosom. 

"With  unassisted  sight  they  look  on  all  (things)  as  the  same,  all  is  recognized  (by  them)  as  the 
Supreme  Spirit,  0  dear ! 

The  praise  of  Hari,  Hari  is  sung,  the  highest  step  is  obtained  (by  them) ;  those  people  are  the  highest 
and  foremost,  0  dear  ! 

(3).  (If)  the  society  of  the  pious  is  pleasing  to  the  mind,  the  tongue  is  made  juicy  by  Hari,  in  the 
society  (of  the  pious)  is  the  juice  of  Hari,  0  dear ! 

Hari,  Hari  is  adored,  by  the  word  of  the  Guru  he  is  manifested,  there  is  no  other,  0  dear  ! 

There  is  no  other ;  by  whom  that  nectar  of  Hari  is  drunk,  he  knows  the  affair. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  he,  (by  whom)  the  perfect  Guru,  the  Lord,  is  obtained !  clinging  to  the  society 
(of  the  pious)  he  becomes  acquainted  with  the  name. 

The  name  he  serves,  the  name  he  adores,  without  the  name  there  is  no  other,  0  dear  ! 

(If)  the  society  of  the  pious  is  pleasing  to  the  mind,  the  tongue  is  made  juicy  by  Hari,  in  the  society 
(of  the  pious)  is  the  juice  of  Hari,  0  dear  ! 

1  rJIJ  =  \i\d,  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 
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(4).  0  Lord  Hari,  bestow  mercy,  bring  us,  the  stones,  across,  draw  us  out  (of  the  water  of  existence) 
by  the  natural  property  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  Sir  ! 

We  stick  in  the  mud  of  spiritual  blindness  and  are  immersed  in  it,  0  Lord  Hari,  cause  our  arm  to 
be  seized ! 

The  Lord  caused  (our)  arm  to  be  seized,  the  highest  wisdom  was  obtained,  (his)  people  clung  to  the 
feet  of  the  Guru. 

The  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  is  muttered  and  adored  (by  him),  on  (whose)  face  and  forehead  a  fortunate 
lot  (is  written). 

Hari  bestowed  mercy  on  humble  Nanak,  (who)  in  (his)  mind  considered  Hari,  Hari,  sweet,  0  dear ! 

0  Lord  Hari,  bestow  mercy,  bring  us,  the  stones,  across,  draw  us  out  by  the  natural  property  of 
the  word  (of  the  Guru),  Sir ! 

IV.     VI.    XIII. 

(1).  In  (their)  mind  the  name  is  caused  to  be  muttered,  to  (whose)  mind  Hari,  Hari  is  pleasing,  in 
the  mind  of  the  devotees  there  is  a  longing  after  Hari,  0  dear  ! 

Those  people  who  having  died  live,  by  them  nectar  is  drunk  in  (their)  mind,  love  has  sprung  up  by 
the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  0  dear ! 

In  (their)  mind  is  love  to  Hari,  Hari,  (on  whom)  the  Guru  bestows  favour,  being  emancipated, 
although  in  the  body,  they  obtain  happiness. 

In  life  and  death  they  are  happy  by  the  name  of  Hari,  in  their  mind  and  heart  is  that  Hari. 

In  their  mind  Hari,  Hari  dwells,  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  Hari  is  tasted,  the  juice  of  Hari, 
Hari,  they  drink  in  gulps,  0  dear ! 

In  (their)  mind  the  name  is  caused  to  be  muttered,  to  (whose)  mind  Hari,  Hari  is  pleasing,  in  the 
mind  of  the  devotees  there  is  a  longing  after  Hari,  0  dear  ! 

(2).  In  the  world  death  is  not  liked,  continually  their  own  self  is  concealed,  lest  Yama  seize  and 
carry  them  off,  0  dear  ! 

Hari  is  inside  and  outside,  Hari  is  the  only  Lord,  this  life  cannot  be  preserved,  0  dear ! 

How  should  the  life  be  preserved,  (if)  the  thing  be  wanted  by  Hari  ?  whose  the  thing  is,  he  takes 
it  away,  0  dear  ! 

The  self-willed  men,  making  pitiful  lamentations,  are  led  astray  (though)  applying  all  medicines, 
0  dear ! 

"Whose  the  thing  is,  (that)  Lord  takes  it,  the  people  of  the  Lord  are  saved  by  doing  the  word  (of  the 
Guru),  0  dear ! 

In  the  world  death  is  not  liked,  continually  their  own  self  is  concealed,  lest  Tama  seize  and  carry 
them  off,  0  dear ! 

(3).  From  the  beginning  death  is  written,  the  disciple  is  approved  of,  the  (pious)  people  are  saved 
by  meditating  on  Hari,  Hari,  0  dear  ! 

From  Hari  splendour  is  obtained,  greatness  from  the  name  of  Hari,  to  the  threshold  of  Hari  they  go 
dressed  in  a  dress  of  honour,  0  dear ! 

At  the  threshold  of  Hari  they  are  dressed  (with  a  dress  of  honour),  by  the  name  of  Hari  they  are 
perfected,  from  the  name  of  Hari  happiness  is  obtained. 

The  pain  of  birth  and  death  is  effaced,  in  the  lovely  name  of  Hari  they  are  absorbed. 

The  people  of  Hari  and  the  Lord  blend  together  and  become  one,  the  people  of  Hari  (and)  the  Lord 
are  identical,  0  dear ! 

From  the  beginning  death  is  written,  the  disciple  is  approved  of,  the  (pious)  people  are  saved  by 
meditating  on  Hari,  Hari,  0  dear ! 

(4).  The  world  is  produced  and  destroyed,  it  goes  on  being  destroyed,  (who)  clings  to  the  face  of  the 
Guru  becomes  immovable,  0  dear ! 
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The  Guru  makes  firm  (his)  mantra  (in  the  heart),  the  juice  of  Hari  he  gives  to  taste,  extracting  the 
nectar  of  Hari  from  the  mouth  of  Hari,  0  dear  ! 

The  nectar-juice  of  Hari  is  obtained  (from  him),  the  dead  one  is  vivified  (thereby),  death  does  not 
again  take  place. 

(By  whom)  the  name  of  Hari,  the  degree  of  immortality,  is  obtained,  he  is  absorbed  in  the  name 
of  Hari.  t 

To  humble  Nanak  the  name  is  support  and  prop,  without  the  name  there  is  none  other,  0  dear ! 

The  world  is  produced  and  destroyed,  it  goes  on  being  destroyed,  (who)  clings  to  the  face  of  the 
Guru  becomes  immovable,  0  dear ! 

V.     VII.     XIV. 

(1).  Great  is  my  Govind,  unattainable,  incomprehensible,  first,  free  from  (all)  spots,  formless, 
0  dear ! 

His  state  cannot  be  told,  immeasurable  is  his  greatness,  my  G5vind  is  invisible,  boundless, 
0  dear! 

Govind  is  invisible,  boundless,  infinite,  he  knows  his  own  self.  « 

"What  may  be  said  by  this  helpless  creature,  that  it  may  describe  thee  ? 

On  whom  thou  bestowest  thy  own  (favourable)  glance,  that  disciple  reflects  (on  thee),  Sir  ! 

Great  is  my  Govind,  unattainable,  incomprehensible,  first,  free  from  (all)  spots,  formless, 
0  dear! 

(2).  Thou  art  the  primeval  male,  the  boundless  creator,  thy  end  cannot  be  reached,  Sir  ! 

Thou  art  in  everybody,  incessantly  in  all,  in  all  thou  art  contained,  Sir ! 

In  the  heart  is  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord,  his  end  is  not  reached. 

He  has  no  form  nor  figure,  he  is  invisible,  incomprehensible,  (but)  to  the  disciple  the  inapprehensible 
one  is  given  to  comprehend. 

He  remains  always  in  joy  day, and  night,  he  is  easily  absorbed  in  the  name,  0  dear ! 

Thou  art  the  primeval  male,  the  boundless  creator,  thy  end  cannot  be  reached,  Sir ! 

(3).  Thou  art  the  true  Lord,  always  imperishable,  thou,  0  Hari,  Hari,  art  the  depository  of  (all) 
excellences,  Sir ! 

0  Hari,  Hari,  thou  only  art  the  Lord,  there  is  no  other,  thou  thyself  art  the  all-wise  (divine) 
male,  Sir ! 

The  all-wise  (divine)  male  art  thou,  the  ground  (of  all),  like  thee  there  is  no  other. 

Thine  is  the  word,  in  all  thou  abidest,  what  thou  thyself  dost,  that  takes  place. 

That  Hari  alone  is  contained  in  all,  by  the  disciple  the  name  of  Hari  is  comprehended,  0  dear ! 

Thou  art  the  true  Lord,  always  imperishable,  thou,  0  Hari,  Hari,  art  the  depository  of  (all)  ex- 
cellences, sir ! 

(4).  Thou  art  the  creator  of  all,  all  is  thy  greatness,  as  it  pleases  thee,  so  thou  settest  it 
agoing,  Sir! 

As  it  is  pleasing  to  thyself,  so  thou  settest  it  agoing,  all  is  absorbed  (again)  by  thy  word,  Sir ! 

All  is  absorbed  by  thy  word,  when  it  pleases  thee,  in  thy  word  is  greatness. 

By  the  disciple  wisdom  is  obtained,  his  own  self  is  removed,  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru)  he  is  absorbed 
(in  Hari). 

Thy  word  is  incomprehensible,  by  the  disciple  it  is  obtained,  by  the  name,  says  Nanak,  he  is 
absorbed,  0  dear ! 

Thou  art  the  creator  of  all,  all  is  thy  greatness,  as  it  pleases  thee,  so  thou  settest  it  agoing,  Sir! 
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Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.    VIII.    XV. 

(1).  (My)  eyes  are  wetted  with  the  nectar  of  Hari,  (my)  mind  is  imbued1  with  love  (to  Hari), 
0  king  Earn ! 

Ram  has  applied  the  touch-stone  to  (my)  mind,  (it  has  become)  beautiful2  gold. 

(Having  become)  a  disciple  (my)  mind  and  body  are  steeped  in  deep  red  colour. 

(On)  humble  Nanak  musk  was  shaken,  (my)  whole  life  is  blessed,  blessed. 

(2).  By  the  love-story  of  Hari  (my)  mind  was  killed,  by  taking  sharp  spears  (and  piercing  it),  0 
king  Ram ! 

On  whom  the  pain  of  love  has  fallen,  he  knows  (my)  burning  heat. 

He  is  called  emancipated  whilst  in  the  body,  who,  having  died,  lives. 

0  Hari,  join  the  true  Guru  to  humble  Nanak,  (that)  I  may  cross  the  world  which  is  hard  to  cross  ! 
(3).  "We  foolish,  doltish  people  have  come  to  thy  asylum,  join  (us),  0  thou  Govind-like  king  Ram  ! 
From  the  perfect  Guru  Hari  is  obtained,  the  worship  of  Hari  alone  I  ask  for. 

My  mind  and  body  are  made  happy  by  the  word  (of  the  Guru),  muttering  the  endless  wave.3 
By  joining  the  pious  people  Hari  is  obtained,  Nanak  is  with  the  pious. 

(4).  0  thou,  who  art  kind  to  the  poor,  hear  (my)  supplication !  Hari,  the  Lord,  Hari  is  sung  (by 
me),  0  king  Ram  ! 

1  ask  for  the  asylum  of  the  name  of  Hari ;  Hari,  Hari  is  put  into  (my)  mouth. 

The  being  compassionate  to  his  devotees,  (this  is)  the  custom  of  Hari,  by  Hari  (their)  honour  is  preserved. 
Humble  Nanak  has  come  to  (his)  asylum,  by  the  name  of  Hari  he  is  brought  across, 

II.     IX.    XVI. 

(1).  By  searching  Hari,  the  sweetheart  is  obtained  by  the  disciple,  0  king  Ram ! 

In  the  fort  of  the  golden  body  Hari,  Hari  is  demonstrated  (as  being  present). 

Hari,  Hari  is  a  diamond  (and)  gem,  (by  which)  my  mind  and  body  are  perforated. 

By  an  original  great  lot  Hari  is  obtained  (by  him),  0  Nanak,  (who)  is  covetous4  of  the  juice  of  (Hari). 

(2).  Standing  always  I  inquire  after  the  road,  (I  am)  a  young  woman,  0  king  Ram  ! 

Fixing  (my)  mind  on  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  I  walk  on  the  road  of  the  Guru  Hari. 

In  my  mind  and  body  the  name  is  (my)  support,  the  poison  of  egotism  I  burn. 

Humble  Nanak,  having  procured  the  true  Guru,  has  met  (with)  Hari,  the  wearer  of  a  garland  of 
wild  flowers. 

(3).  0  beloved,  come  and  join  me,  the  disciple,  the  long  separated  (from  thee),  0  king  Ram ! 

My  mind  and  body  are  very  passionate  (after  thee),  my  eyes  are  wetted  by  love  to  Hari, 

Hari  the  Lord  is  dear  (to)  me,  show  (him  to  me),  0  Guru !  having  met  with  Hari  my  mind  is  comforted. 

May  I,  the  foolish  one,  be  applied  to  the  work,  to  the  work  of  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

(4).  By  the  nectar  of  the  Guru  my  body  is  flourishing,  he  sprinkles  nectar,  0  king  Ham! 

To  whose  mind  the  word  of  the  Guru  is  pleasing,  they  are  intoxicated  by  the  nectar  after  having 
eaten  (it). 

From  the  pleased  Guru  Hari  is  obtained,  pushing  and  pulling  have  come  to  an  end. 

The  people  of  Hari  have  become  Hari,  Hari,  Nanak  (and)  Hari  are  one. 

1  d  JAI  =  tT37 •  '  *{f«^AI  =  +)fy/>l  (=  Sansk.  W^TSJ),  beautiful,  having  a  good  colour. 

3  W7>3  i6&\>  the  endless  wave  =  the  Supreme  Being. 

4  3PJT  =  fj|MI  (Sansk.  3J1T),  covetous,  longing  for. 
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III.     X.     XVII. 

(1).  The  treasury  of  the  nectar  (and)  worship  of  Hari  is  with  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  0  king  Earn  ! 

The  true  Guru,  the  Guru  is  thejrue  wholesale  merchant,  he  gives  to  the  disciple  the  stock  of  Hari. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  retail-dealer  (and  his)  traffic,  praise  be  to  the  Guru,  the  wholesale  merchant ! 

Humble  Nanak  (says)  :  the  Guru  is  obtained  by  them,  on  whose  forehead  it  is  written  from  the 
beginning. 

(2).  Thou,  0  Lord,  art  our  true  wholesale  merchant,  the  whole  world  is  thy  retail-dealer,  0 
king  Earn ! 

All  vessels  are  made  by  thee,  in  them  is  thy  substance,  0  Hari  ! 

What  thing  thou  puttest  into  the  vessel,  that  comes  out,  what  can  any  helpless  man  do  ? 

On  humble  Nanak  was  bestowed  by  Hari  the  treasury  of  the  worship  of  Hari. 

(3).  How  shall  we  spread  out  thy  excellences,  0  Lord,  thou  art  boundless,  0  king  Earn ! 

The  name  of  Hari  we  will  praise  day  and  night,  this  is  our  hope  (and)  support. 

We  foolish  people  do  not  know  anything,  haw  shall  we  reach  (his)  end  ? 

Humble  Nanak  is  the  slave  of  Hari,  the  water-carrier  of  the  slaves  of  Hari. 

(4).  As  it  pleases  thee,  so  keep  (us),  we  have  come  to  thy  asylum,  0  Lord,  0  king  Earn ! 

We,  going  astray,  damage  (it)  day  and  night,  0  Hari,  cause  thou  our  honour  to  be  preserved  ! 

We  are  children,  thou  art  (our)  Guru  (and)  father,  communicate  thou  wisdom  (to  us) ! 

Humble  Nanak  is  called  the  slave  of  Hari,  0  Hari,  cause  thou  (my)  honour  to  be  preserved ! 

IV.    XI.    XVIII. 

(1).  On  whose  forehead  it  is  written  by  Hari  from  the  beginning,  with  them  the  true  Guru  met, 
0  king  Earn ! 

(Their)  ignorance  and  darkness  are  cut  off,  by  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  is  kindled  in  (their)  heart. 

Hari  is  obtained,  the  exquisite  jewel,  he  does  not  go  again. 

By  humble  Nanak  the  name  is  adored,  by  adoring  (it)  Hari  was  met  with. 

(2).  By  whom  this  name  of  Hari  is  not  kept  in  mind,  why  have  those  come  into  the  world, 
0  king  Earn? 

This  human  birth  is  difficult  to  obtain,  without  the  name  it  passes  all  to  no  purpose. 

(By  whom)  now  in  the  time  of  sowing  the  name  of  Hari  is  not  sown,  afterwards  becoming  hungry 
what  will  he  eat  ? 

The  self- willed  are  subject  again  to  birth,  (to)  Nanak  Hari  is  pleasing. 

(3).  0  Hari,  every  one  is  thine,  all  are  produced  by  thee,  0  king  Earn  ! 

Nothing  at  all  is  in  the  -hand  of  any  one,  all  go  off  being  marched  away  (by  thee). 

Whom  thou  unitest  (with  thyself),  0  beloved,  they  are  united  with  thee,  who  please  the  mind  of  Hari. 

Humble  Nanak  has  met  with  the  true  Guru,  (who)  makes  (him)  cross  by  the  name  of  Hari. 

(4).  Some  one  sings  many  kinds  of  Bags,  sounds  and  VSdas,  (but)  does  not  sink  into  Hari,  0  king  Earn ! 

In  whose  heart  is  the  disease  of  hypocrisy,  what  is  done  by  them,  (though)  they  weep  ? 

Hari,  the  creator,  knows  everything,  having  produced l  disease,  assistance  is  given  (by  him  also). 

By  those  disciples,  whose  heart  is  pure,  the  worship  of  Hari  is  seized. 

V.    XII.    XIX. 

(1).  In  whose  heart  there  is  love  to  Hari,  those  people  are  clever  and  intelligent,  0  king  Earn ! 
Though  outwardly  they  make  mistakes  in  their  speech,  yet  they  are  quite  pleasing  to  Hari. 
To  the  saints  of  Hari  there  is  no  other  place,  Hari  is  the  hope  of  the  humble. 
(To)  humble  Nanak  the  name  is  a  tribunal,  Hari  is  (my)  powerful  protection. 

1  f*rf3  here  =  faafrT  PP-  <=onJ-  offad-dcM- 
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(2).  la  which  place  my  true  Guru  sits  down,  that  place  is  pleasant,  0  king  Earn ! 

That  place  is  sought  by  the  disciples  of  the  Guru,  (its)  dust  is  applied  to  (their)  face. 

The  service  of  (those)  disciples  of  the  Guru  is  acceptable,  by  whom  the  name  of  Hari  is  medi- 
tated upon. 

By  whom  the  true  Guru  is  worshipped,  (says)  Nanak,  them  he  causes  to  perform  worship  to  Hari. 

(3).  In  the  mind  of  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  there  is  love  to  Hari,  (love)  to  the  name  of  Hari,  (love) 
to  thee,  0  Hari,  0  king  Earn  ! 

(If)  they  serve  the  perfect  true  Guru,  (their)  hunger  ceases,  (their)  egotism1  goes  off. 

All  the  hunger  of  the  disciples  of  the  Guru  is  gone,  after  them  many  others  eat. 

By  humble  Nanak  the  meritorious  deed  of  Hari  is  sown,  the  meritorious  deed  of  Hari  does  not 
diminish  again. 

(4).  There  is  congratulation  in  the  heart  of  (those)  disciples,  by  whom  my  true  Guru  is  seen,  0 
king  Bam ! 

Any  one,  who  lets  them  hear  the  word  of  the  name  of  Hari,  becomes  acceptable  (sweet)  to  the  mind 
of  the  disciples  of  the  Guru. 

At  the  threshold  of  Hari  those  disciples  of  the  Guru  are  dressed  (with  a  dress  of  honour),  with 
whom  my  true  Guru  has  been  pleased. 

Humble  Nanak  has  become  Hari,  Hari ;  Hari,  Hari  has  settled  in  (his)  heart ! 

VI.    XIII.     XX. 

(1).  With  whom  my  perfect  true  Guru  has  met,  in  them  he  makes  firm  the  name  of  Hari,  0 
king  Bam ! 

All  his  thirst  and  hunger  cease,  who  meditates  on  the  name  of  Hari. 

"Who  are  meditating  on  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  near  them  Tama  does  not  come. 

0  Hari,  bestow  mercy  on  humble  Nanak,  (that)  he  may  continually  mutter  the  name  of  Hari !  Hari 
makes  cross  (the  water)  by  the  name. 

(2).  The  disciples,  by  whom  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  no  calamity  befalls  again,  0  king  Bam  ! 
By  whom  the  true  Guru,  the  (divine)  male,  is  appeased,  them  every  one  worships. 
By  whom  the  true,  beloved  Guru  is  served,  their  happiness  always  remains. 
"With  whom  the  true  Guru  has  met,  (says)  Nanak,  with  them  that  Hari  is  united. 
(3).  In  the  heart  of  which  disciples  there  is  love  (to  Hari),  them  Hari  is  protecting,  0  king  Bam ! 
"What  may  one  censure  them,  to  whom  the  name  of  Hari  is  dear  ? 
"Whose  mind  is  pleased  with  Hari,  (about  them)  every  wicked  man  talks  nonsense. 
By  humble  Nanak  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  Hari  is  his  protector. 

(4).  Hari  has  produced  devotees  through  all  ages,  he  has  been  preserving  their  honour,  0 
king  Bam! 

The  wicked  Haranakhas 2  was  killed  by  Hari,  Prahlad  was  saved. 

Having  turned  his  back  on  the  conceited  calumniators  he  countenanced  Namdev.3 

By  humble  Nanak  that  Hari  is  served,  (who)  at  the  end  releases  (from  bodily  existence). 

1  *r3^  s-f-  egotism. 

2  Haranakhas  =  ftr^W^ffspii  the  father  of  Prahlad.     See  Wilson,  Vishnu  Purana,  p.  126  sqq. 

3  This  refers  to  the  story  related  in  the  Bhakta-mala,  that  Namdev  (who  was  of  low  extraction — he  is 
said  to  have  been  a  calico-printer)  was  kicked  out  of  the  temple  of  Vitthala  at  Pandharpur  (in  the  Dekhan) 
by  the  officiating  priests,  whereupon  he  sang  his  stanzas  outside  the  temple.  On  this  the  gate  of  the  temple, 
which  was  to  the  east,  changed  to  the  west,  and  Vitthala,  taking  Namdev  by  the  hand,  seated  him  at  his  side. 
The  priests,  on  seeing  this,  became  terrified  and  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  Namdev,  soliciting  his  pardon. 
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ASA;    MAHALA  IV.;    CHANT;    GHAE  V. 
Om!  J)j  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru! 

I.     XIV.     XXI. 
(1).  (To)  my  mind,  the  stranger,  0  beloved,  come  to  (my)  house ! 
Join  (to  me)  Hari  the  Guru,  0  my  beloved,  (that)  Hari  may  dwell  in  (my)  house  ! 
Merrily  I  enjoy  pleasures,  0  my  beloved,  (if)  Hari  bestow  mercy. 
Guru  Nanak  is  pleased,  0  my  beloved,  he  joins  Hari  (to  me). 
(2).  I  have  not  tasted  love,  0  my  beloved,  (though)  making  love. 

In  (my)  heart  thirst  is  not  quenched,  0  my  beloved,  (though)  I  continually  hope  (for  it). 
Continually  youth  passes  away,  0  my  beloved,  Tama  takes  away  (my)  breath. 
A  fortunate  happy  wife  is  she,  0  my  beloved,  (who)  keeps  Hari  in  (her)  breast,  (says)  Nanak. 
(3).  My  eyes  are  enamoured  with  my  sweetheart,  0  my  beloved,  (as)  the  Catrik  with  the  rain-drop. 
(My)  mind  has  become  sedate,  0  my  beloved,  (if)  it  drinks  the  drop  of  Hari. 
Love  keeps  (me)  awake  in  the  body,  0  my  beloved,  no  sleep  comes  on  in  any  way. 
.  Hari,  the  sweetheart,  I  obtained,  0  my  beloved,  by  devout  devotion  to  Guru  Nanak. 
(4).  The  month  of  Cet  comes  on,  spring,  the  pleasant  season,  0  my  beloved ! 
(But)  without  (my)  sweetheart,  0  my  beloved,  dust  is  flying  about  in  the  courtyard. 
A  longing  has  arisen  in  (my)  heart,  0  my  beloved,  both  (my)  eyes  are  intent  (on  the  sweetheart). 
Seeing  Guru  Nanak  I  became  happy,  0  my  beloved,  as  a  mother  (rejoices  in  her)  son. 
(5).  The  stories  and  tales  about  Hari,  0  my  beloved,  the  true  Guru  let  (me)  hear ! 
I  am  a  sacrifice  to  the  Guru,  0  my  beloved,  by  whom  (I  am)  united  (with)  Hari. 
Every  hope  (of  mine)  was  fulfilled  by  Hari,  the  fruit,  (my)  mind  desired,  I  obtained. 
Hari  is  pleased,  0  my  beloved,  humble  Nanak  is  absorbed  in  the  name. 
(6).  "Without  the  love  of  the  beloved  Hari  I  shall  not  sport. 
How  shall  I  get  the  Guru,  clinging  to  whom  I  shall  see  the  beloved  ? 

0  bountiful  Hari,  procure  (me)  the  Guru,  with  the  face,  the  face  of  the  Guru  I  will  meet ! 

Guru  Hanak  is  obtained  (by  her),  0  my  beloved,  on  (whose)  forehead  (this)  writ  was  from  the 
beginning. 

EAGTTASA;    MAHALA  V.;    CHANT;    GHAE  I. 
Om !    by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     XXII. 

(1).  There  is  joy,  great  joy,  I  have  seen  that  Lord,  0  brother  ! l 

1  have  tasted,  tasted  the  sweet  juice  of  Hari,  0  brother  ! 

-  The  sweet  juice  of  Hari  has  fallen2  into  my  heart,  the  true  Guru  has  become  pleased,  tranquillity 
has  sprung  up  (in  me). 

(My)  house  has  become  flourishing,  a  song  of  congratulation  is  sung,  those  five  wicked  ones  have 
fled  away. 

(We  are)  filled  with  composure  (by)  the  nectar-speech,  the  virtuous  saint  (=the  Guru)  is  (our) 
intercessor. 

Nanak  says  :  my  mind  is  pleased  with  Hari,  that  Lord  has  been  seen  with  (my)  eyes. 

1  3T*f  may  be  translated  either  by :  brother  or  Ram.     It  is  only  added  here  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 
s  ^3Ti  properly :  has  rained  (from  «s*icm)- 
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(2).  Adorned,  adorned  are  my  beautiful  gates,  0  brother ! 

My  guests,  my  guests  are  the  beloved  saints,  0  brother  ! 

By  the  beloved  saint  (my)  affairs  are  accomplished,  paying  reverence  (we)  stick  to  (his)  service. 

He  himself  is  the  bridegroom's  attendant,  he  himself  is  the  bride's  attendant,  he  himself  is  the 
Lord,  he  himself  is  God. 

His  own  work  he  himself  arranges,  he  himself  upholds  it. 

Nanak  says :  the  bridegroom  is  seated  in  (my)  house,  adorned  are  the  beautiful  gates. 

(3).  The  nine  treasures,  the  nine  treasures  have  come  into  my  house,  0  brother ! 

Everything,  everything  is  obtained,  (if)  I  meditate  on  the  name,  0  brother ! 

(If)  I  meditate  on  the  name,  Govind  is  easily  always  (my)  companion. 

Calculation  is  effaced,  running  about  is  stopped,  anxiety  never  enters  (my)  mind. 

Govind  thunders  (with)  an  unbeaten  musical  instrument,  a  wonderful  glory  is  made. 

Nanak  says :  (when)  my  beloved  is  with  (me),  then  I  obtain  the  nine  treasures. 

(4).  Abundant,  abundant  are  my  brothers,  all  (are)  (my)  friends,  0  brother ! 

Difficult,  difficult  is  the  arena,  by  joining  the  Guru  I  became  victorious,  0  brother ! 

By  joining  the  Guru  I  became  victorious,  I  said:  Hari,  Hari!  the  wall  of  the  fort  of  error  was 
broken  down. 

The  treasure  was  obtained,  a  great  treasure,  he  himself  assisted  me. 

He  is  very  wise,  he  is  foremost,  who  is  made  by  the  Lord  his  own. 

Nanak  says :  when  the  Lord  is  on  (my)  side,  then  many  are  (my)  brothers  and  friends. 

II.     XXIII. 

(1).  Inexpressible,  inexpressible  is  the  story  regarding  Hari,  it  cannot  be  known  at  all,  0  brother! 

By  the  excellent  men  and  Munis  it  is  naturally  praised,  0  brother ! 

The  nectar-speech  is  naturally  praised  (by  them,  by  whom)  love  is  entertained  to  the  lotus-foot 
(of  Hari). 

By  muttering  the  one  incomprehensible  Lord,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  the  fruit,  that  is  desired  by  the 
mind,  is  obtained. 

Abandoning  pride,  infatuation,  vice  (and)  duality,  light  is  absorbed  in  the  Luminous  one. 

Nanak  says  :  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  I  always  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  Hari.1 

(2).  The  saints  of  Hari,  the  saints  of  Hari  are  my  sweethearts,  friends  and  assistants,  0  brother  ! 

By  the  very  fortunate,  by  the  very  fortunate  one  the  society  of  the  saints  is  obtained,  0  brother  ! 

The  very  fortunate  one  obtains  it,  (who)  meditates  on  the  name,  (his)  pain  and  troubles  are  removed 
(thereby). 

Who  cling  to  the  feet  of  the  Guru,  (their)  error  and  fear  are  broken,  by  themselves  (their)  own  self 
is  effaced. 

(Who)  are  mercifully  united  by  their  Lord  (with  himself),  they  are  not  separated  (from  him  nor)  do 
they  go  anywhere  else. 

Nanak  says  :  (I  am)  thy  slave,  (I  am)  always  in  (thy)  asylum,  0  Hari  ! 

(3).  At  the  gate  of  Hari,  at  the  gate  of  Hari  shine  thy  devotees,  0  beloved  Earn  ! 

I  sacrifice  myself  to  them,  I  sacrifice  myself  to  them,  I  am  always  a  sacrifice  to  them,  0  Ram ! 

I  am  always  a  sacrifice  (to  them),  paying  reverence  (to  them),  who  meeting  with  the  Lord  have 
known  him. 

In  everybody  he  is  contained,  the  Lord,  the  Supreme  Spirit,  the  arranger  (of  all)  is  omnipre  sent  in 
all  places. 

1   UfcJ  ifa[  might  also  be  translated  by :  every  pleasure. 
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(By  whom)  the  perfect  Guru  is  obtained  (and)  the  name  is  meditated  upon,  he  does  not  lose  (his) 
lifetime  in  gambling. 

Nanak  says :  keep  (me)  in  thy  asylum  (and)  bestow  mercy  (on  me) ! 

(4).  Endless,  endless  are  thy  qualities,  how  many  shall  I  sing,  0  Earn  ! 

The  dust  of  thy  feet,  of  thy  feet,  I  obtain  by  dint  of  a  great  lot,  0  Earn  ! 

If  ablution  be  made  in  the  dust  of  Hari,  the  filth  is  removed,  the  pain  of  birth  and  death  is 
taken  away. 

Inside  and  outside  Hari  is  always  present,  the  Lord  is  with  (me). 

(My)  pain  is  effaced,  (there  is)  welfare  (and)  praise,  I  do  not  fall  again  into  the  womb. 

Nanak  says :  in  the  asylum  of  the  Guru  crossing  is  made,  (if)  I  please  my  own  Lord. 


ASA;    MAHALA  V.;    CHANT;    GHAE  IV. 
Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

III.     XXIV. 

(1).  By  the  lotus-foot  of  Hari  (my)  mind  is  perforated,  nothing  else  is  sweet  (to  me),  0  king  Earn! 

Having  joined  the  society  of  the  saints,  he  (Hari)  is  adored  (by  me),  Hari  is  seen  in  everybody,  0 
king  Earn ! 

Hari  is  seen  in  everybody,  nectar  has  rained,  the  pain  of  birth  and  death  is  extinguished. 

The  depository  of  (all)  excellences  is  sung,  all  pain  is  effaced,  the  tie  of  egotism  is  destroyed. 

(My)  beloved  I  do  not  give  up  easily,  Majlth  colour l  is  applied  to  (my)  mind. 

Nanak  is  perforated  by  the  lotus-foot  of  Hari,  nothing  else  is  sweet  (to  him). 

(2).  As  the  fish  is  enamoured  with  the  water,  so  (we  are)  intoxicated  with  the  juice  of  Earn,  0 
king  Earn ! 

By  the  perfect  Guru  instruction  is  given,  the  devotees  are  (thereby)  liberated  whilst  in  the  body,2  0 
king  Earn ! 

(Who  are)  liberated  whilst  in  the  body,  they  are  applied  by  the  Lord  himself,  the  inward  governor, 
to  the  hem  of  his  garment. 

Hari,  the  choice  jewel,  is  manifest  (to  them),  they  do  not  give  up  the  omnipresent  one  nor  do  they 
go  anywhere  else. 

The  Lord  is  a  clever,  beautiful,  all-wise  Lord,  his  gift  is  not  effaced. 

As  the  fish  is  enamoured  with  the  water,  so  is  Nanak  intoxicated  with  Hari. 

(3).  As  the  Catrik  asks  for  a  drop  (of  rain),  so  is  Hari  the  support  of  (my)  life,  0  king  Earn ! 

He  is  dearer  (to  me)  than  wealth,  treasure,  son,  brother,  friend,  (yea)  than  all,  0  king  Earn ! 

Dearer  than  all  is  (to  me)  the  Supreme  Spirit,  (who  is)  distinct  (from  all),  his  state  is  not  known. 

(If)  at  every  breath  and  morsel  he  be  never  forgotten,  pleasure  is  enjoyed  by  means  of  the  words  of 
the  Guru. 

The  Lord  is  the  Supreme  Spirit,  the  life  of  the  world,  the  saints  are  drinking  (his)  juice,  the  pain 
of  error  and  spiritual  blindness  is  destroyed  (thereby). 

As  the  Catrik  asks  for  a  drop  (of  rain),  so  Hari  is  dear  (to)  Nanak. 

(4),  (We)  have  met  with  our  Narayan,  our  desire  is  fulfilled,  0  king  Earn  ! 

The  wall  of  error  is  pulled  down  by  (our)  meeting  with  the  Guru,  the  hero,  0  king  Earn ! 

1  i.e.  a  genuine  red  dye  which  does  not  go  off. 

3  -HWAJlfe  =  ,fft^35Hsrf3  (Whppf).  g<"»e.  liberated  whilst  living  (in  the  body). 
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The  all-present  Guru  is  obtained  (by  them,  for  whom)  before  all  treasures  were  written  down  by 
him,  who  is  kind  to  the  poor. 

At  the  beginning,  in  the  midst  and  at  the  end  is  that  Lord,  the  beautiful  Guru  Gopal. 

(There  is)  happiness,  tranquillity  and  many  joys,  the  dust  of  the  pious  is  purifying  the  sinners. 

(We)  have  met  with  Hari  Narayan,  0  Nanak,  (our)  desire  is  fulfilled  ! 

ASA;    MAHALA  V.;    CHANT;    GHAR  VI. 
Om !    By   the   favour   of  the   true  Guru ! 

I.     IV.    XXV. 

Slot 
To  whom  the  Lord  Hari,  Hari,  has  been  merciful,  (them)  he  causes  to  mutter  (Hari). 
Nanak  (says)  :  in  those  love  to  Hari  has  sprung  up,  (who  are)  joining  the  society  of  the  pious. 

Chant. 

(1).  Like  the  manner  of  water  and  milk  is — now  that  there  is  no  flame  (unto)  the  milk — such 
affection  to  Hari,  0  mind,  (have  thou) ! 

Now  the  black  bee  is  immersed  in  the  scent  of  the  lotuses,  not  even  one  moment  it  goes  away. 

(So)  not  one  moment  thelove  to  Hari  turns  away,  all  ornaments  (and)  relishes  are  offered  up  (to  it). 

By  whom  pain  is  heard  and  the  way  of  Yama  is  spoken  of,  he,  being  in  the  society  of  the  pious, 
does  not  tremble. 

By  praising  the  excellences  of  Govind  all  expiations  (and)  pains  are  done  away. 

Nanak  says:  (as  there  is)  in  the  mind  of  Govind  Hari1  voluntarily2  love  to  Hari,  such  an  affection 
to  Hari  entertain  thou,  0  mind ! 

(2).  As  the  fish  (has  love  to)  the  water  and  is  not  quiet  one  moment  (without  it),  such  a  love  (to 
Hari)  entertain  thou,  0  mind ! 

As  the  thirst  of  the  Catrik  is,  which  says  every  moment :  rain  a  drop,  a  drop,  0  beautiful  cloud ! 

(So)  love  to  Hari  should  be  made,  this  mind  should  be  given  (to  him),  the  thoughts  should  be  quite 
applied  to  Murari ! 

Pride  should  not  be  entertained,  one  should  fall  on  (his)  asylum,  for  his  sight  (one  should  become)  a 
sacrifice ! 

The  Guru  is  favourable  (to  me),  join  me,  0  Lord,  (who  art)  separated  (from  me),  the  woman  is  giving 
(thee)  a  true  message  of  love  ! 

Nanak  says  :  0  mind  !  such  a  love  entertain  thou,  as  is  voluntarily  entertained  (in  the  mind)  of  the 
endless  Lord  with  Hari. 

(3).  The  Cakvl  is  in  love  with  the  sun,  she  ponders  with  great  longing :  when  will  the  sun  be  seen  ? 

The  Kokil  is  in  love  with  the  Mango-tree,  it  says :  0  beautiful  (tree)  ! 

0  mind,  (in  this  wise)  love  should  be  entertained  (by  thee)  to  Hari ! 

Love  to  Hari  should  be  made,  conceit  should  not  be  entertained,  (we)  all  (are)  guests  of  (but) 
one  night ! 

Now  what  for  is  pleasure  entertained  (and)  infatuation  made  (thereby)  ?  naked  (we)  come  and  go ! 

The  asylum  of  the  pious  is  firm,  at  (their)  feet  one  should  fall  down,  then  the  trick 3  of  infatuation 
will  break  down ! 

1  Govind  Hari  =  Krishna,  the  incarnate  Hari. 

2  J^3  here  in  the  sense  of:  fondness,  will,  pleasure.  §3  (=  3>«d)  stands  here  adverbially :  by  his  own 
will  (=  &Z  %  =  W^O- 

3  MQdW?  =  iTfoTfe.  Sansk.  ~&fW,  contrivance,  trick. 
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Nanak  says :  (as  there  is)  voluntarily  in  the  mind  of  the  merciful  man  (love  to  Hari),  (so)  make 
thou  love  to  Hari  (saying)  :  when  will  the  sun  be  seen  ? 

(4).  As  a  deer,  hearing  at  night  with  its  ears  a  sound,1  bounds  (towards  it),  so,  0  mind,  love  should 
be  made  (to  Hari) ! 

As  a  young  woman  is  entangled  with  the  corpse  of  her  beloved  husband  (on  the  funeral  pile),  so 
this  mind  should  be  given  to  the  darling  (Hari) ! 3 

(If)  the  mind  be  given  to  the  darling,  enjoyment  is  made,  all  pleasures  and  merriments  are  enjoyed. 

(My)  own  beloved  is  obtained,  red  colour  is  made,  (my)  very  old  friend  is  met  with. 

(When)  the  Guru  has  become  my  friend,  then  he  is  seen  by  me  with  (my)  eyes,  like  my  beloved  no 
other  is  seen. 

Nanak  says :  as  in  the  mind  of  the  kind  and  fascinating  one 3  the  feet  of  Hari  are  seized,  so,  0 
mind,  love  should  be  made  (to  Hari)  ! 

II.     V.     XXVI. 

Slot 

Entering  deeply  and  wandering  from  forest  to  forest  and  searching  about  I  did  not  succeed. 
0  Nanak,  when  the  pious  men  met  (with  me),  Hari  was  obtained  in  my  heart. 

Chant. 

(1).  "Whom  innumerable  Munis  and  many  ascetics  seek. 

(Whom)  crores  of  Brahmas  adore  (and)  wise  men  mutter. 

(Whom)  with  muttering,  austerity,  continence,  religious  ceremonies,  worship  and  many  purifications 
(they  are)  adoring, 

Travelling  over  the  earth  and  bathing  at  the  holy  watering  places  for  the  sake  of  meeting  with  the 
Pare  one. 

Men,  forests,  grass,  cattle,  birds,  all  are  worshipping  thee. 

Kind  is  the  beloved  G5vind ;  Nanak  (says) :  join  the  society  of  the  pious,  salvation  is  brought 
about  (there) ! 

(2).  Crores  of  avatars  of  Vishnu  (and  of)  Shivas,  wearing  matted  hair, 

Desire  thee,  0  merciful  one !  in  their  heart  and  body  is  infinite  desire. 

The  boundless,  unattainable  Govind,  the  Lord  is  filling  all,  (he  is)  the  Lord  and  owner  (of  all). 

The  gods,  the  Siddhas,  the  Ganas,  the  Gandharvas,  the  Takshas,  the  Kinnaras  meditate  (on  him), 
telling  (his)  excellences. 

Crores  of  Indras,  many  gods  are  muttering  the  Lord  with  exultation. 

He  is  the  friend  of  the  friendless  (and)  merciful,  Nanak  (says) :  join  the  society  of  the  pious, 
salvation  (is  there) ! 

(3).  Whom  crores  of  D§vTs  serve  (and)  Lakshmis  of  many  kinds. 

Whom,  being  hidden  and  manifest  adore  the  word,  the  water,  day  and  night. 

(On  whom)  the  stars,  the  moon  and  the  sun  meditate,  (whom)  the  earth  and  the  sky  sing. 

(On  whom)  all  the  places  of  production,  all  stages  of  the  voice  continually  meditate. 

Whom  the  Smriti,  the  Puranas,  the  four  Vedas,  the  six  Shastras  are  muttering : 

The  purifier  of  the  sinners,  he  who  is  kind  to  the  devotees,  is  met  with  in  the  society  of  the  pious, 
(says)  Nanak, 

1  The  hunters  are  said  to  ensnare  the  deer  by  making  a  certain  sound  at  night-time. 

2  The  burning  of  the  Sati  is  here  in  no  way  impugned. 

3  According  to  the  preceding  verses  Krishna  is  here  the  subject. 
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(4).  As  much,  as '  is  made  known  by  the  Lord,  so  much  the  tongue  utters. 

What  one  serves  (him)  without  knowledge,  that  much  cannot  be  counted. 

The  eternal,  indeterminable,  unfathomable  Lord  is  within  all  and  outside  (of  all). 

All  are  beggars,  the  One  is  bountiful,  he  is  not  far  off,  he  is  a  manifest  companion, 

He  is  in  the  power  of  (his)  devotees,  he  joins  the  creatures  ;  by  whom  is  his  greatness  calculated  ? 

May  Nanak  obtain  this  gift  (and)  honour,  (that)  he  may  put  (his)  head  on  the  feet  of  the  pious ! 

III.     VI.     XXVII. 

sm. 

Make  efforts,  0  ye  very  fortunate,  remember  Hari,  Hari  the  king ! 

By  whose  remembrance  all  happiness  accrues  (and)  pain,  affliction  and  error  depart,  (says)  Nanak. 

V 

Chant. 

(1).  In  muttering  the  name  of  Govind  no  sloth  should  be  made  ! 

By  meeting  with  the  pious  one  does  not  go  to  the  city  of  Tama. 

Pain,  affliction  and  fear  do  not  befall  (him),  remembering  the  name  he  is  always  happy. 

Adore  at  every  breath  Hari,  Hari,  meditate  on  that  Lord  with  (thy)  mind  and  mouth ! 

0  merciful,  kind,  delightful  depository  of  (all)  excellences,  bestow  mercy,  (that)  service  may  be 
made  (to  thee) ! 

Nanak  answers  and  utters ''  (this)  stanza  : 3  in  muttering  the  name  of  Govind  may  no  sloth  be  made  ! 

(2).  The  pure  name  of  the  Pure  one  is  purifying  the  sinners. 

The  knowledge  of  the  Guru  is  the  collyrium,  which  destroys  error  and  darkness. 

The  knowledge  of  the  Guru  is  the  (right)  collyrium,  the  pure  Lord  is  present  in  water,  land  and  on 
the  surface  of  the  earth. 

In  whose  heart  he  dwells  one  moment,  his  anxieties  are  effaced. 

The  Lord  is  of  unfathomable  knowledge  and  powerful,  breaking  the  fear  of  all. 

Nanak  answers  and  utters  this  stanza  :  the  pure  name  of  the  Pure  one  is  purifying  the  sinners. 

(3).  The  sanctuary  of  the  kind  and  merciful  Gopal,  the  depository  of  kindness,  is  seized  (by  me). 

Thy  feet  are  my  refuge,  in  thy  asylum  is  perfection.4 

The  feet  of  Hari  are  the  cause  of  causes,  the  Lord  Hari,  Hari  is  saving  the  sinners. 

The  name  brings  across  the  ocean  of  the  world  (and)  existence,  by  (its)  remembrance  many 
have  crossed. 

(Who)  seek  him  who  at  the  beginning  and  end  is  endless,  (let  them  know,  that)  the  way  of  salvation 
is  heard  of  in  the  society  of  the  saints. 

Nanak  answers  and  utters  (this)  line :  the  sanctuary  of  the  kind  and  merciful  Gopal,  the  depository 
of  kindness,  is  seized  (by  me). 

(4).  Hari  himself  has  made  (this)  his  practice,  (that  he  is)  kind  to  (his)  devotees. 

Wherever  the  saints  adore  (him),  there  he  is  manifested. 

By  the  Lord  himself  they  are  reabsorbed,  the  work  of  the  devotees  is  easily  accomplished. 

(There  is)  joy,  every  success,  great  rejoicing  (on  their  part),  every  pain  is  forgotten. 

1  yf3\,  supply  =  T[lf3  (word). 

2  irfjJWfQ  is  derived  from  the  Sansk.  TrfJTW^.  to  answer,  to  rejoin  ;  similarly  t^Q  from  oJW,  the 
Prakrit  form  of  5Rtf  being  ^p^  (cf.  Weber,  Hala,  222).  The  Sikh  Granthls  explain  trfS*tfQ  traditionally 
by :  "  he  says  ; "  but  this  is  a  mere  conjecture,  as  they  have  no  idea  of  the  etymology  of  this  verb ;  t\x[  they 
usually  identify  with  tJ\(  ,  which  gives  no  sense. 

3  ridtA  signifies  here :  a  stanza,  a  line  of  poetry. 

4  MM  (ftrfir))  perfection  (of  existence  =  emancipation). 
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A  wonderful  appearance  is  manifest  in  the  ten  regions  (of  the  earth),  the  One  is  shown  there. 
Nanak  answers  and  utters  (this)  line :  Hari  himself  has  made  (this)  practice,  (that  he  is)  kind  to 
(his)  devotees. 

IV.     VII.     XXVIII. 

(1).  Firm  is  the  (happy)  married  state  of  the  saintly  woman,  he '  neither  dies  nor  goes. 

In  whose  house  Hari  is  the  Lord  (husband),  she  always  enjoys  (him). 

Imperishable,  eternal  is  that  Lord,  always  young  and  spotless. 

He  is  not  far  away,  he  is  present,  the  Lord  is  always  filling  the  ten  regions. 

The  Lord  of  life  is  known  by  dint  of  intelligence  and  understanding,  love  to  the  beloved  is  pleasing 
to  the  beloved. 

Nanak  expounds  (what)  he  knows  from  the  word  of  the  Guru ;  firm  is  the  (happy)  married  state  of 
the  saintly  woman,  he  neither  dies  nor  goes. 

(2).  "Whose  husband  is  Earn,  she  has  great  joy. 

That  woman  is  happy,  she  is  full  of  splendour  (and)  adorned. 

(She  has)  honour,  greatness,  welfare  (and)  every  success,  her  sweetheart,  that  Lord,  (being)  with  (her). 

All  perfections,  the   nine  treasures  (are)  in  her  house,  there  is  no  want  of  anything, 

(By  whom)  the  sweet  speech  of  the  beloved  one  is  heeded,  her  married  state  is  rendered  firm. 

Nanak  expounds,  (what)he  knows  from  the  word  of  the  Guru :  whose  husband  isRam,  she  has  great  joy. 

(3).  Come,  0  friend,  to  the  saint,  apply  thyself  to  (his)  service ! 

Grind  corn  and  wash  his  feet,  give  up  thy  own  self ! 

By  abandoning  thy  own  self  anguish  is  put  out,  thy  own  self  is  not  (again)  subjected  to  regeneration.2 

(His)  asylum  should  be  seized,  he  should  be  obeyed,  doing  that  happiness  is  obtained.3 

Do  the  lowest  service,  give  up  sadness,  day  and  night  joining  thy  hands  (in  prayer)  wake ! 

Nanak  expounds  (what)  he  knows  from  the  word  of  the  Guru :  come,  0  friend,  to  the  saint,  apply 
thyself  to  (his)  service  ! 

(4).  On  whose  forehead  the  lot  (is  written),  he  is  applied  to  the  service  (of  the  Guru). 

His  desire  is  fulfilled,  by  whom  the  society  of  the  pious  is  obtained. 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  is  applied  to  the  love  of  Hari  (and)  the  remembrance  of  Govind. 

Error,  infatuation,  vice,  duality,  all  is  abandoned  by  him. 

In  his  mind  tranquillity  (as)  a  natural  disposition  has  settled,  (with)  joy  and  exultation  the  ex- 
cellences (of  Hari)  are  sung. 

Nanak  expounds  (what)  he  knows  from  the  ward  of  the  Guru;  on  whose  forehead  the  lot  (is 
written),  he  is  applied  to  the  service  (of  the  Guru), 

V.     VIII.     XXIX. 

SM. 
To  those,  who  are  muttering  the  name  of  Hari,  Hari,  Tama,  the  death,  says  nothing. 
Mnak  (says) :  (their)  mind  and  body  become  happy,  at  the  end  Gapal  meets  (with  them). 

Chant. 

(1).  I  will  join  the  society  of  the  saints,  save  me ! 

Joining  my  hands  I  make  supplication :  0  Hari,  Hari,  give  (me)  thy  name  ! 

1  i.e.  her  husband  =  Hari. 

a  -HMTgfr&  =  -HcMylffi" ;  *HV4  tTSTGcM  literally :  to  cause  to  be  born  one's  own  self  =  to  subject 
oneself  to  regeneration. 

8  These  words  could  also  be  translated  :  what  he  (the  Guru)  does,  that  should  be  received  as  happiness. 


630  RAG  ASA;  MAH.  V.,  CHANT  IX.  (XXX.) 

I  ask  for  the  name  of  Hari,  I  cling  to  (thy)  feet,  I  will  give  up  conceit  by  thy  mercy ! 

I  do  not  run  anywhere,  (that)  I  may  obtain  (thy)  asylum,  0  Lord,  full  of  mercy,  bestow  mercy  (on  me) ! 

0  powerful,  unattainable,  boundless  and  spotless  Lord,  hear  this  (my)  supplication ! 

Joining  (his)  hands  Nanak  asks  for  (this)  gift :  remove  (from  me)  regeneration  and  death  ! 

(2).  (I  am)  a  sinner,  without  understanding,  without  virtues,  friendless  and  low. 

Eoguish,  hard,  of  low  extraction,  steeped  in  the  mud  of  spiritual  blindness. 

In  filth,  error  (and)  works  of  selfishness,  death  does  not  come  into  (my)  mind. 

Dalliance  with  (my)  wife,  rejoicing  in  the  Maya,  ignorance  sticks  (to  me). 

Youth  declines,  old  age  is  increasing,  death,  (that  is)  with  (me),  looks  out  for  (its)  day. 

Eanak  says  :  thou  art  my  hope,  keep  (me)  the  low  one  in  the  asylum  of  the  pious ! 

(3).  (We)  have  wandered  about  in  many  births,  in  very  narrow  wombs. 

(I)  cling  to  that,  (in  which  are)  sweet  enjoyments  (and)  sleeping.1 

In  wandering  about  an  incalculable  burden  fell  (on  me),  (I)  ran  about  in  many  foreign  countries. 

Now  I  hold  fast  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord  Murari,  the  name  of  Hari  (gives  me)  all  comforts. 

0  beloved  Lord,  0  protector,  by  me  nothing  is  effected  nor  will  be  effected. 

In  comfort,  composure  and  joy  Nanak  crosses  by  thy  mercy  the  world. 

(4).  Those,  who  hold  fast  the  name,  are  saved,  what  anxiety  is  to  the  devotees  (of  Hari)  ? 

In  any  way  hear  the  glory  of  Hari  with  (your)  ear ! 

The  wise  men  having  heard  (it)  with  (their)  ears  obtain  the  treasure  in  (their)  heart. 

Steeped  in  the  love  of  Hari,  the  all-arranging  Lord,  they  sing  the  excellences  of  Earn. 

If  the  earth  (be)  the  paper,  the  forest  the  pen,  the  wind  the  writer  : 

The  end  of  the  endless  one  cannot  be  obtained ;  by  Nanak  the  asylum  of  (his)  feet  is  seized. 

VI.    IX.     XXX. 

(1).  (By  me)  the  asylum  of  the  Supreme  Being,  the  Lord  of  men,  is  seized. 

("We)  have  become  fearless,  all  care  (about  our)  life  has  vanished. 

He  is  known  as  mother,  father,  friend,  sweetheart,  friend  (and)  relative. 

(I  am)  taken  and  applied  to  (his)  bosom,  by  the  Guru  (I  am)  united  (with  him),  his  pure  glory  is 
expounded  (to  me)  by  the  saint  (  =  the  Guru). 

Many  are  the  excellences  of  the  endless  one,  the  estimate  of  his  greatness  cannot  be  told  at  all. 

The  Lord  is  One,  the  incomprehensible  Lord  is  many,  by  Nanak  (his)  sanctuary  is  seized. 

(2).  The  forest  (and)  the  world  are  nectar  (to  him,  to  whom)  he  himself  has  become  a  companion. 

(On  whose)  breast  is  the  necklace  of  the  name  of  Ram,  (his)  days  of  poison  have  passed. 

Gone  is  error,  infatuation  and  vice  are  destroyed,  all  going  into  the  womb  is  stopped. 

He  walks  cool  in  the  fire  of  the  world,  (who)  seizes  the  hem  of  the  garment  of  the  pious. 

Govind  Gopal  is  merciful  and  powerful ;  say,  0  pious  man :  victory  to  Hari ! 

0  Nanak,  meditate  on  the  name  !  in  the  society  of  the  perfect,  pious  men,  emancipation  is  obtained. 

(3).  Wherever  I  see,  there  the  One  is  present. 

He  himself  is  dwelling  in  everybody,  (but  only)  by  some  rare  one  he  is  obtained. 

In  water,  land  and  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  he  is  fully  present,  in  the  worm  (as  well  as  in)  the 
elephant  he  is  contained. 

He  is  at  the  beginning,  at  the  end  and  in  the  midst,  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  is  known. 

Brahm  is  expanded,  (all  is)  the  sport  of  Brahm,  GSvind  is  called  the  depository  of  (all)  excellences 
by  (his)  people. 

Remember  the  Lord,  the  inward  governor,  the  One  Hari,  0  Nanak,  is  contained  (in  all) ! 

1  U7>  =  *ra  sleeping. 
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(4).  Pleasant  is  the  day  (and)  night,  (in  which)  the  remembrance  of  the  name  of  Hari  (is  made). 

By  love  to  the  lotus-foot  filth  and  sins  are  removed. 

Pain,  hunger  and  poverty  are  destroyed,  the  way  is  shown  evidently. 

By  joining  the  saints  and  by  love  to  the  name  the  desire  of  the  heart  is  obtained. 

By  seeing  the  sight  of  Hari  (one's)  wish  is  fulfilled,  all  (one's)  families  are  saved. 

Day  and  night  (there  is)  joy  by  daily  remembering  Hari,  Hari,  (says)  Nanak. 

ASA;    MAHALA  V.;    CHANT;    GHAE  VII. 
Om !    by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     X.     XXXI. 

Slot 

It  is  a  good  thing  to  reflect  on  Govfhd  and  to  delight  oneself  with  the  spotless  pious  people. 

0  Lord,  bestow  mercy,  (that)  Nanak  may  not  forget  the  name  for  twenty-four  minutes  ! 

(1).  In  a  clear  night  the  stars  glitter. 

The  saints,  who  are  dear  to  my  Bam,  wake. 

Those,  who  are  dear  to  Bam,  wake  always,  day  by  day  they  remember  the  name. 

In  (their)  heart  is  meditation  on  the  lotus-foot  (of  Hari),  the  Lord  is  not  forgotten  one  moment. 

By  giving  up  conceit,  infatuation  and  vice,  the  filth  of  the  mind  and  (its)  pain  are  burnt. 

Nanak  says :  the  servants  of  Hari,  the  beloved  saints  wake  always. 

(2).  The  apparatus  of  my  bed  is  got  ready. 

In  (my)  heart  joy  sprang  up,  I  heard,  that  the  Lord  is  coming. 

The  Lord  joined  (me),  (I  am)  enjoying  happiness,  pleasure,  rejoicings  and  enjoyments  were  supplied. 

He  clung  to  (my)  bosom,  pain  fled,  (my)  life,  mind,  body,  all  flourished. 

The  desire  of  (my)  heart  was  obtained  by  meditating  on  the  Lord,  the  auspicious  day  for  the  union 
was  calculated. 

Nanak  says :  the  bearer  of  prosperity  joined  (me),  all  joys  and  pleasures  were  made. 

(3).  Having  joined  (her)  companion  she  asks :  tell  (me)  the  sign  of  the  beloved  ! 

(I  am)  filled  with  love  and  affection  (to  him),  tell  (me)  something,  I  do  not  know  (his  sign)  ! 

The  qualities  of  the  creator  are  dark,  hidden  and  boundless,  the  Yeda  does  not  reach  (their)  end. 

In  devotion  with  love  meditate  on  the  Lord,  sing  always  the  excellences  of  Hari ! 

She  is  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  all  (his)  qualities,  (who)  is  pleasing  to  her  own  Lord. 

Nanak  says :  she,  who  is  imbued  with  love  and  affection  (to  Hari),  is  easily  absorbed  (in  him). 

(4).  With  pleasure  they  commenced  to  sing  songs  of  joy  about  Hari. 

(Their)  friends  increased,  (their)  pain  (and  their)  enemies  fled. 

(Their)  comfort  (and)  tranquillity  became  abundant,  they  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  Hari,  the  Lord 
himself  bestowed  mercy  (on  them). 

They  clung  to  the  feet  of  Hari,  they  were  always  waking,  they  were  united  with  the  Lord,  the 
wearer  of  the  chaplet  of  wild  flowers. 

Auspicious  days  came,  easily  all  treasures  were  obtained  (by  them),  they  are  blended1  with 
the  Lord. 

Nanak  says :  the  people  of  Hari  are  always  comfortably  settled 2  in  the  asylum  of  the  Lord. 

1  VT31«ST  (=  HJltAI,  Pagg"na)  t0  be  blended,  to  be  mingled  with  (Sansk.  XffS,  root  tf^). 
*  iJNItM  (=  3J1(A|,  taggna),  to  remain,  to  be  settled  comfortably  (Sindhi  *NFI!J,  Marathi  TrT^')-  The 
etymology  is  not  quite  clear. 
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II.     XI.     XXXII. 

(1).  Rise  and  go,  0  traveller,  what  delay  hast  thou  made? 

(Thy)  time  has  arrived,  by  what  falsehood  art  thou  enticed  ? 

By  falsehood  (thou  art)  enticed,  by  the  fraud  of  the  Maya  thou  committest  innumerable  sins. 

(Thy)  body,  the  heap  of  ashes,  is  looked  out  for  by  Tama,  the  death,  0  helpless  one,  (thou  art) 
overcome ! 

Abandoning  wealth  (and)  youth  thou  wilt  go  off,  clothing  and  food  are  stopped. 

Nanak  says  :  (thy)  works  go  with  (thee),  what  is  done,  cannot  be  effaced. 

(2).  Thou  art  ensnared  like  the  deer,  (that)  sees  at  night  the  moonshine. 

From  pleasure  pain  springs  up,  sin  is  always  committed. 

Sins,  that  are  committed  do  not  leave  (thee),  they  carry  (thee)  away  having  thrown  a  neck-halter 
(over  thee). 

Having  seen  the  city  of  Harischandra  (=  mirage)  (thou  art)  carried  away,  falsehood  is  enjoyed 
(on  thy)  bed.  • 

(Thou  art)  intoxicated  with  greediness  and  selfishness,  (thou  art)  absorbed 1  in  pride. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  deer  is  destroyed  by  (its)  ignorance,  coming  and  going  (  =  transmigration)  is  not 
effaced  (in  the  state  of  ignorance). 

(3).  By  a  sweet  (thing)  the  fly  is  killed,  how  shall  it  fly  (being  caught)  ? 

(When)  the  elephant  has  fallen  into  a  pit,  how  shall  swimming  be  made  ? 

Swimming  (across)  has  become  difficult  (to  him),  into  (whose)  mind  the  Lord  never  has  come  for 
a  moment. 

There  is  no  counting  of  (his)  pain  (and)  punishment,  he  earns  his  own  doing. 

(His)  hidden  works  become  manifest,  here  and  there  he  is  wretched. 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  true  Guru  the  conceited  self-willed  man  is  wretched. 

(4).  The  servants  of  Hari  live,  clinging  to  the  feet  of  the  Lord. 

They  are  applied  to  (his)  neck  by  that  Lord,  who  is  affording  (them)  protection. 

Strength,  understanding,  divine  knowledge  (and)  meditation  are  given  by  himself,  his  own  name  he 
himself  causes  (them)  to  mutter. 

He  himself  is  in  the  society  of  the  pious,  he  himself  causes  the  world  to  be  crossed. 

They  are  preserved  by  the  preserver,  (their)  work  is  always  spotless. 

Nanak  (says)  :  they  never  go  to  hell,  the  saints  of  Hari  are  in  the  asylum  of  Hari. 

III.     XII.     XXXIII. 

(1).  Depart,  0  my  slothfulness,  (this  is)  my  prayer  to  Hari ! 

I  will  enjoy  my  own  bridegroom,  in  the  society  of  (my)  Lord  I  am  beautiful ! 

In  the  society  of  my  beloved,  the  Lord,  I  am  beautiful,  day  and  night  he  is  enjoyed  (by  me). 

Thinking  of  him  at  every  breath  I  live,  seeing  the  Lord  the  excellences  of  Hari  are  sung  (by  me). 

Separation  is  put  to  shame,  (his)  sight  is  obtained,  (his)  sight  is  Bprinkling  nectar  (on  me). 

0  Nanak,  my  desire  is  fulfilled,  he  is  found,  (whom  I  was)  seeking. 

(2).  Be  destroyed,  0  my  sins!  the  creator  has  come  to  my  house. 

The  burning  of  the  attackers  has  taken  place,  G5vind  is  manifested. 

Gopal  Govind  is  manifested,  the  darling  is  expounded  in  the  society  of  the  pious. 

A  wonderful  thing  is  seen,  nectar  has  rained,  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  is  known. 

Tranquillity  has  come  into  (my)  mind,  congratulation  is  made,  no  end  (of  him)  can  be  obtained. 

Nanak  says :  happiness  (and)  union  are  easily  made  by  the  Lord  himself. 

1  TWf$J<5  =  *WTST»  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 
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(3).  Hell  is  not  seen  by  remembering  Narayan. 
Dharm-raja  cries  out :  victory !  (his)  messengers  take  to  flight.1 

(By  reason  of)  piety,  patience  (and)  tranquillity  they  are  happy,  in  the  society  of  the  pious  Hari  is 
adored  (by  them). 

By  (his)  favour  they  are  preserved,  infatuation  and  selfishness,  all  is  abandoned  (by  them). 

They  are  applied  to  (his)  neck,  by  the  Guru  they  are  united  (with  him),  muttering  Govind  they 
are  satiated. 

Mnak  says  :  remember  the  Lord,  (who  is)  fulfilling  every  desire  ! 

(4).  (By  whom)  the  feet  (of  Hari),  (containing  all)  the  treasures  and  perfections,  are  seized,  what 
grief  has  he  ? 

Everything  is  in  the  power  (of  him),  whose  that  our  Lord  is. 

(His)  arms  are  seized,  the  name  is  given  (to  him),  the  hand  (of  Hari)  is  put  on  (his)  head. 

He  does  not  enter  the  ocean  of  the  world,  the  nectar-juice  of  Hari  is  tasted  (by  him). 

In  the  society  of  the  pious  he  delights  in  the  name,  in  the  great  battle-field  he  is  victorious. 

Mnak  says  :  (who  (is)  in  the  asylum  of  the  Lord,  he  is  not  again  uprooted  by  Yama. 

IV.     XIII.    XXXIV. 

(1).  What  is  done  by  day  and  night,  that  comes  on  (one's)  head. 

From  whom  he  is  hiding  himself,  he  sees  (him,  being)  with  (him). 

The  creator  (being)  with  (him)  sees  (him),  why  should  sin  be  committed  ? 

(If)  good  works  be  done,  if  the  name  be  taken,  one  will  go  by  no  means  to  hell. 

Eemember  the  eight  watches  the  name  of  Hari,  it  goes  with  (thee) ! 

Adore  (him)  always  in  the  society  of  the  pious !  the  sins,  thou  hast  committed,  are  effaced  (thereby), 
(says)  Nanak. 

(2).  Practising  deceit  thou  fillest  (thy)  belly,  0  ignorant  fool !  Hari,  the  donor,  gives  everything. 

The  Lord  is  always  bountiful  and  kind,  why  is  he  forgotten  from  (thy)  mind  ? 

Join  the  society  of  the  pious,  adore  him  who  is  without  an  associate,  all  (thy)  families  will  be  saved. 

The  Siddhas,  the  ascetics,  the  gods,  the  Munis,  the  devotees  are  relying  on  the  name. 

Nanak  says  :  the  one  Lord,  the  creator,  should  always  be  adored  ! 

(3).  Insincerity  should  not  be  made,  the  Lord  is  examining  (men). 

Those,  who  are  practising  falsehood  (and)  hypocrisy,  are  born  (again)  in  the  world. 

The  ocean  of  the  world  is  crossed  by  them,  by  whom  the  One  is  meditated  upon. 

Abandoning  lust,  wrath  and  the  censure  of  those,  who  are  unblamable,  they  come  to  the  asylum  of 
the  Lord. 

In  water  (and)  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  the  high,  unattainable,  boundless  Lord  is  contained. 

Nanak  says  :  he  is  the  prop  of  his  people,  the  lotus-foot  is  (their)  support. 

(4).  Behold,  (all  is)  a  mirage,  nothing  is  durable. 

As  many  as  the  appearances  of  the  Maya  are,  they  do  not  go  with  (thee). 

Hari  is  always  a  companion  with  (thee),  day  and  night  he  should  be  kept  in  mind  ! 

Without  the  One  Hari  there  is  nothing  else,  other  love  (but  Hari's)  should  be  burnt ! 

Consider  that  One  Lord  in  (thy)  mind  as  friend,  youth,  wealth,  (yea)  as  all ! 

Nanak  says  :  by  a  great  lot  he  is  obtained,  (who  obtains  him)  enters  into  happiness  (and)  tranquillity 
(of  mind). 

1  The  sense  is:  they,  who  remember  Hari,  do  not  see  hell.  Yama  cries  out  to  them  :  victory  (to  you) ! 
his  messengers  flee  from  them. 
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ASA;   MAHALA  V.;    CHANT;   GHAE  VIII. 
Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I.     XIV.    XXXV. 

(1).  (In)  the  error  of  the  Maya  (and)  in  fear,  in  the  error  of  the  Maya  (and)  in  fear,  alas !  in  sharp, 
perverse  intoxication,  alas  !  life  is  passing  uselessly  ! 

(In)  an  impenetrable,  terrible  forest,  (in)  an  impenetrable,  terrible  forest,  alas !  the  thieves  of  the 
heart  are  robbing  the  house,  alas  !  the  sun  is  day  by  day  eating  up  (the  life). 

The  days  are  eating  up  (the  life),  they  are  passing  without  the  Lord,  join  (me),  0  Lord,  0  com- 
passionate husband ! 

Many  births  and  deaths  have  been  gone  through,  without  the  society  of  the  beloved  one  there  is 
no  salvation  at  all. 

I  am  without  family,  beauty,  incense,  divine  knowledge,  without  thee  what  mother  have  I  ? 

Having  joined  (my)  hands,  (says)  Nanak,  I  have  come  to  (thy)  asylum,  0  beloved  Lord,  0  Nar 
Hari,  effect  (my)  salvation ! 1 

(2).  A  fish  destitute  of  water,  a  fish  destitute  of  water,  oh!  being  separated  from  it  {i.e.  the  water) 
is  wretched  in  mind  and  body,  oh !  how  is  life  getting  on  without  the  beloved  ? 

It  faces  the  arrow,  it  faces  the  arrow,  oh  !  the  deer  offers  up  heart,  body  and  life,  oh !  it  is  pierced 
easily  whilst  listening.2 

Love  to  the  beloved  has  sprung  up,  join  the  passionate  lover !  the  body  is  wretched  remaining  one 
moment  without  him. 

The  eyelids  are  not  closed,  the  mind  is  imbued  with  love  to  the  beloved,  thinking  daily  of  the  Lord. 

"Who  are  attached  to  Vishnu  (and)  intoxicated  with  the  name,  they  are  putting  away  fear,  error, 
duality,  (yea)  all. 

Bestow  mercy  and  pity,  0  kind,  all-filling  Hari !  Nanak  is  being  immersed  in  (thy)  love. 

(3).  The  black  bee  is  humming  about,  the  black  bee  is  humming  about,  oh !  it  is  intoxicated  with 
the  scent  of  the  nectar-juice  of  the  flowers,  oh !  it  is  binding  itself  by  (its)  love  to  the  lotus. 

In  the  mind  of  the  Catrik  there  is  thirst,  in  the  mind  of  the  Catrik  there  is  thirst,  oh  !  in  (its)  mind 
there  is  a  longing  for  a  beautiful  drop  of  the  cloud,  oh  !  drinking  a  little  3  its  heat  passes  away. 

0  consumer  of  heat,  0  destroyer  of  pain,  join  (me),  in  (my)  heart  there  is  excessive  love  (to  thee) ! 

Beautiful,  clever  (and)  wise  is  the  Lord,  by  which  tongue  is  (his)  excellency  told  ? 

Seize  (my)  arm,  give  (me)  the  name !  (on  whom  thou  art)  bestowing  a  favourable  look,  (his)  sins 
are  effaced. 

Nanak  says  :  he  who  is  seeing  the  sight  of  Hari,  the  purifier  of  the  sinners,  is  not  in  distress. 

(4).  I  think  in  (my)  mind  of  the  Lord,  I  think  in  (my)  mind  of  the  Lord,  oh!  keep  (me),  the 
friendless  one,  in  thy  asylum,  oh !  join  (me)  cheerfully,  take  (my)  life  ! 

(My)  meditation  is  (on  thy)  beautiful  body,  (my)  meditation  is  (on  thy)  beautiful  body,  oh !  (my) 
mind  is  desirous  of  the  knowledge  of  Gopal,  oh !  (thou  art)  preserving  the  honour  of  (thy)  beggars. 

The  Lord  is  fulfilling  (their)  hope,  he  is  destroying  (their)  pain,  all  (their)  desire  is  granted. 

Who  clings  to  the  neck  of  Hari,  (her)  days  are  happy,  having  met  with  (her)  Lord,  (her)  bed  is 
beautiful. 

By  the  Lord  a  favourable  look  is  bestowed  (on  her),  Murari  is  met  with,  all  (her)  sins  are  annihilated. 

Nanak  says :    my  desire  is  fulfilled,  the  bearer  of  felicity  is  met  with,  the  depository  of  (all) 
excellences. 

'  JII3  =3rf3'>  on  account  of  the  rhyme.         2  The  deer  is  said  to  listen  to  the  melodious  voice  of  the  hunter. 

3  «{*5  =  Sansk^rai. 
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6m !  the  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  (divine)  male  without  fear,  without  enmity,  of  a  timeless 
form,  not  produced  from  the  womb.     By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  ! 

ASA;    MAHALA  I. 

VARS    WITH    SLOKS. 

{The  Slohs  also  are  written  by  the  first  mahala)}    (To  be  sung)  after  the  melody  of  As  Raja,  the  handless  one. 

I. 

Sloh  I.;    mahala  I. 
I  am  a  sacrifice  to  my  own  Guru  daily  a  hundred  times. 
By  whom  out  of  men  gods  are  made  without  any  delay. 

Sloh  II.;    mahala  II. 
If  a  hundred  moons  rise,  if  a  thousand  suns  ascend  : 
In  spite  of  there  being  so  much  light,  there  is  terrible  darkness  without  the  Guru. 

Sloh  III.;    mahala  I. 
0  Nanak,  (who)  in  their  cautious  mind  do  not  reflect  on  the  Guru  : 
They  are  left  like  an  empty  stalk  of  sesam  on  a  cleared  field.8 
Nanak  says :  it  is  left  on  the  field  by  its  owner,3 
(For  though)  it  flourish,  there  are  ashes  in  the  body  of  the  helpless  (stalk). 

Pauri. 
By  himself  his  own  self  was  made,  by  himself  (his)  name  was  contrived. 
Sitting  down  (in  repose)  he  sees  (with)  pleasure,  (what)  is  made  (by)  the  second  power.4 
Thou  thyself  art  the  bountiful  creator,  being  pleased  thou  givest  and  bestowest  favour. 
Thou  art  knowing  all ;  having  given  thou  takest  (again)  away  the  life  (from)  the  body. 
Sitting  down  (quietly)  (thou)  seest  (with)  pleasure. 

II. 

Sloh  I.;    mahala  I. 
True  are  thy  regions,  true  (thy)  universes,  true  are  thy  worlds,  true  (thy)  forms. 
True  are  thy  works  (and)  all  (thy)  thoughts. 
True  is  thy  order,  true  (thy)  tribunal. 
True  is  thy  command,  true  thy  injunction. 
True  is  thy  work,  true  thy  sign. 
0  True  one,  Lakhs  and  Crores  praise  thee. 
All  (are)  by  thy  true  power,  all  by  (thy)  true  might. 
True  is  thy  praise,  true  thy  commendation. 
True  is  thy  power,  0  true  king ! 

1  The  words ;  "  the  Sloks  also  are  written  by  the  first  mahala,"  are  not  found  in  better  and  older  manu- 
scripts, and  are  apparently  a  later  addition,  the  more  so,  as  also  Sloks  of  the  second  Guru  are  mixed  up 
with  these  Vars. 

2  An  empty  stalk  of  the  sesam  plant  is  left  standing,  when  the  field  is  cleared,  as  being  useless. 

8  T@  25TvT  =  25TTT  ff@>  the  postposition  J{%  (from,  by)  being  placed  before  the  noun  on  account  of  the 
rhyme. 

*  The  I^ft  ^dfe  is  the  Maya. 
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Nanak  (says) :  those  who  meditate  on  the  True  one,  are  true. 
Those,  who  having  died  are  born  (again),  are  altogether  unripe. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  I. 
Great  is  the  greatness  (of  him),  whose  name  is  great. 
Great  is  the  greatness  (of  him),  whose  justice  is  true. 
Great  is  the  greatness  (of  him),  whose  place  is  immovable. 
Great  is  the  greatness  (of  him,  who)  knows  the  conversation  (of  men). 
Great  is  the  greatness  (of  him,  who)  comprehends  all  the  conditions  (of  men). 
Great  is  the  greatness  (of  him),  who  gives  without  being  asked. 
Great  is  the  greatness  (of  him),  to  whom  alone  (it  belongs). 
Nanak  (says) :  (his)  work  cannot  be  told. 
What  is  done  and  is  to  be  done,  (that  is)  all  (done)  according  to  his  will. 

Sloh  III.;    mahala  II. 

This  world  is  the  house  of  the  True  one,  in  it  is  the  dwelling  of  the  True  one. 

Some  he  reabsorbs  (into  himself)  by  his  order,  some  he  destroys  by  his  order. 

Some  he  draws  out  by  his  order,  some  abide  in  the  Maya. 

Though  having  said  thus,  it  is  not  known,  if  it  appear  true  to  any  one. 

Nanak  (says)  :  by  (that)  disciple  it  is  known,  to  whom  he  himself  makes  (it)  manifest. 

Paurl. 

Nanak  (says) :  having  produced  the  oreatures  and  written  (their)  names,  (their)  duty  is  assigned 
(to  them  by  him). 

There  (in  the  other  world)  decision  is  made  by  the  perfectly  True  one,  the  intensely  burning  ones 
(in  egotism)  are  picked  out  and  set  apart. 

The  false  ones  get  no  place,  with  a  black  face  they  are  marched  into  hell. 

Those  who  are  attached  to  thy  name  go  off  having  got  the  victory,  those  deceitful  ones  are  overcome. 

Having  written  (their)  names  (their)  duty  is  assigned  (to  them  by  him). 

III. 

SloJc  I.;    mahala  I. 
"Wonderstruck  is  the  sound,  wonderstruck  the  Veda. 
Wonderstruck  the  creature,  wonderstruck  the  difference.1 
"Wonderstruck  the  form,  wonderstruck  the  colour. 
Wonderstruck  the  creatures,  that  wander  about  naked. 
"Wonderstruok  the  wind,  wonderstruck  the  water. 
"Wonderstruck  the  fire,  that  sports  assuming  strange  forms. 
Wonderstruck  is  the  earth,  wonderstruck  the  places  of  production. 
"Wonderstruck  stick  the  creatures  to  a  sweet  taste. 
"Wonderstruck  is  union,  wonderstruok  separation. 
"Wonderstruck  is  hunger,  wonderstruck  enjoyment. 
Wonderstruck  is  praise,  wonderstruck  eulogy. 
"Wonderstruck  the  wilderness,  wonderstruck  the  road. 
Wonderstruck  (those  who  are)  near,  wonderstruck  (those  who  are)  far  away. 

1  g%  very  likely  signifies  here :  the  inanimate. 
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"Wonderstruck  (he  who)  sees  (him)  present  (in  his)  presence. 
Having  seen  (his)  craftiness  he  remains  wonderstruck. 
Nanak  (says) :  hy  a  full  lot  he  is  known. 

Sloh  II.;    mahala,  I. 

(His)  power  is  seen,  (his)  power  is  heard,  the  fear  of  (his)  power  is  the  pith  of  happiness. 

(His)  power  is  in  the  nether  regions  (and)  in  the  skies,  (by  his)  power  all  forms  (are  made). 

(By  his)  power  is  the  Veda,  the  Puranas  and  the  Book  (=  the  Qur'an),  (by  his)  power  he  is  reflect- 
ing on  everything. 

(By  his)  power  eating,  drinking  and  clothing  (are  given),  (by  his)  power  is  all  pleasure. 

(By  his)  power  are  (all)  kinds,  species  (and)  colours,  (by  his)  power  (are)  the  creatures  (and) 
the  world. 

(By  his)  power  is  goodness,  (by  his)  power  badness,  (by)  his  power  pride  and  conceit. 

(By  his)  power  is  the  wind,  water,  fire,  (by  his)  power  the  earth  and  land. 

All  is  (by  thy)  power,  thou  art  the  powerful  creator,  purer  than  a  pure  name.1 

Kanak  sees  (his)  order  within  :  he  is  quite  unique.2 

Paurl. 

Having  gone  through  his  enjoyments  he  becomes  ashes,  the  black  bee  (=  the  Boul)  departs. 

He  was  a  great,  rich  man,  (but)  is  marched  (now)  off,  a  chain  being  thrown  over  his  neck. 

Further  on  (in  the  other  world)  the  memorial  of  (his)  actions  is  read,  the  account  (of  them)  is  made 
up  and  given  (him)  to  understand. 

He  gets  no  place,  the  ace  is  given,3  what  is  he  now  heard  who  is  made  to  weep  ? 

In  (his)  blind  mind  he  has  ruined  (his)  life. 

IV. 

Sloh  I.  ;   mahala  I. 
In  fear  the  wind  (and)  a  hundred  breezes  blow. 
In  fear  flow  on  a  hundred  thousand  rivers. 
In  fear  fire  undergoes  forced  labour. 
In  fear  the  earth  is  pressed  down  by  a  burthen. 
In  fear  the  moon  wanders  about  with  the  head  downwards. 
In  fear  is  Dharm-raja  (at  his)  gate. 
In  fear  is  the  sun,  in  fear  is  the  moon. 
They  go  crores  of  K5s,  there  is  no  end  (of  their  wanderings). 
In  fear  are  the  Siddhas,  the  Buddhas,  the  gods  and  Jogis. 
In  fear  are  the  heavens  propped. 
In  fear  are  the  warriors,  the  very  strong  heroes. 
In  fear  come  and  go  boat-loads.4 
On  all  fear  is  written  (as  their)  destiny. 
Nanak  (says) :  fearless  is  the  Formless,  the  One  True  one. 

1  VTsft  TJT^t  =  VT7  3?T#  §>  2ST^  being  the  Ablative  Sing. 

2  3H&  317,  literally:  more  unique  than  unique  =  quite  unique  (3TO  =  j\lo),  totally  unconnected  with 
anything. 

8  1f@  ?ft£\,  literally :  the  ace  is  given,  i.e.  his  play  is  utterly  lost,  he  is  thoroughly  discomfited. 
*  \T3,  the  party  taken  over  in  a  boat  at  one  time.    It  alludes  to  the  birth  and  death  of  man,  which 
takes  place  in  fear. 
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Slok  II. ;    mahala  I, 
Nanak  (says) :  fearless  is  the  Formless  one,  how  many  other  Earns  (have  become)  dust ! 
How  many  are  the  stories  of  Kanh  (Krishna),  how  many  the  reflections  on  the  Veda  ! 
How  many  beggars  dance  (and)  beat  the  time  (with  their  hands)  in  falling  and  turning  ! 
The  market-people  having  come  to  the  market  draw  out  the  market.1 
The  Rajas  and  Earns  (queens)  sing  and  talk  nonsense.2 
Finger-rings  worth  Lakhs,  necklaces  worth  Lakhs  of  two-pice  pieces  : 
On  which  body  they  are  placed,  that  body  becomes  ashes. 
Divine  knowledge  is  not  sought  by  (mere)  words,  the  story  is  hard  iron. 
(If)  it  accrue  by  destiny,  then  it  is  obtained,  (all)  other  cleverness  and  order  are  (but)  poor. 

Pauri. 
If  he  bestows  his  own  favourable  look,  then  by  his  favourable  look  the  true  Guru  is  obtained. 
"When  this  soul  had  wandered  about  in  many  births,  the  (true)  word  was  told  to  it  by  the  true  Guru. 
Like  the  true  Guru  there  is  no  donor,  hear  (it),  all  you  people,  all ! 

By  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  the  True  one  is  obtained  (by  them),  by  whom  their  own  self  is 
removed  from  within. 

(It  is  the  Guru),  by  whom  the  perfectly  True  one  is  given  to  understand. 

V. 
Slok  I.  ;    mahala  I. 
(For)  a  Ghari  (twenty-four  minutes)  all  are  Gopis,  (for)  a  watch  ( =  three  hours)  (all  are)  Kanh  Gopal.3 
(Whose)  jewels  (are)  wind,  water,  fire,  (whose)  incarnation  the  moon  and  the  sun. 
The  whole  earth,  wealth,  property  (and)  occupation,  all  (is  but)  trouble. 
Nanak  (says) :  (the  world)  devoid  of  divine  knowledge  goes  to  ruin,  Tama,  the  death,  eats  (it)  up. 

Slob  II. 
The  disciples  make  music,  the  Gurus  dance. 
They  move  their  feet  and  turn  round  their  head. 
Dust  flying  up  falls  on  (their)  hair. 
The  people  look,  laugh  and  go  home. 
For  the  sake  of  bread  they  clap  (their)  hands. 
They  throw  themselves  down  along  the  ground. 
The  Gopis  sing,  the  Kanhs  sing. 
Sitas  and  Eamas,  the  kings,  sing. 
Fearless  is  the  Formless  one,  (whose)  name  is  true. 
Whose  work  the  whole  world  is. 

(His)  servants  serve  (him)  by  the  rising  of  (their)  destiny. 

(By  them)  the  night  is  passed  in  pleasure,  in  whose  mind  (there  is)  a  longing  (after  him). 
Instruction  is  learnt  by  reflecting  on  the  Guru. 
By  (his)  favourable  look  (and)  kindness  they  are  brought  across. 
"Wheels  of  oil-presses,  wheels  of  mills, 

1  y  I  "HI  eft)  the  market-people,  i.e.  public  singers  and  dancers.  Mlrlld  5^ST.  to  draw  out  the  market, 
i.e.  assemble  the  people  to  the  spectacle. 

2  The  Rajas  and  Ranis,  as  exhibited  in  the  street  spectacles.  Here  those  singers  and  dancers  are  alluded 
to,  who  publicly  perform  the  Ras  of  Krishna  and  entertain  the  public  by  gross  (and  frequently  indecent)  jests 
and  songs. 

3  The  sense  is  :  they  personate  the  Gopis  and  Kanh  in  dancing  the  Ras  of  Krishna. 
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Whirlwinds  in  the  desert,  there  are  many  endless  ones. 

Spinning-tops  and  churning  staves  in  boundless  number. 

The  birds  in  wandering  about  do  not  take  breath. 

Machines  are  raised  on  a  spindle  %nd  turned  about. 

0  Nanak,  there  is  no  number  of  those  things,  which  turn  about. 

Those  are  turned  about  according  to  the  rule  of  (their)  composition. 

When  (one's)  destiny  has  fallen  (so),  every  one  dances. 

Who  are  dancing  and  laughing,  they  go  weeping. 

They  do  not  fly  up,  they  do  not  become  perfect. 

Dancing  and  jumping  is  the  delight  of  the  mind. 

Nanak  (says) :  in  whose  mind  there  is  fear  (of  God),  in  their  mind  is  love  (of  God). 

Paurl. 
Thy  name  is  "the  Formless  one,"  by  taking  (thy)  name  one  does  not  go  to  hell, 
Soul  and  body,  all  is  his  ;  if  he  gives,  it  is  eaten,  if  he  speaks,  (the  food)  is  destroyed. 
If  (one)  desire  to  make  himself  excellent,  he  is  again  called  low. 
If  he  remove  the  colour  of  old  age,1  old  age,  taking  disguise,  comes  on. 
No  one  remains  (here) ;  (what)  is  filled  in,  (that)  is  received.8 

VI. 

Sloh  I. 

The  praise  of  the  Muhammadans  (is  made  by  means)  of  (their)  law,  continually  reading  (it)  they 
reflect  (on  it). 

Those  are  (his)  servants,  who  fall  into  bondage  for  the  sake  of  seeing  (his)  sight. 

The  Hindus,  who  are  praising,  praise  him  who  is  boundless  in  appearance  (and)  form. 

They  bathe  at  a  holy  watering  place  and  are  offering  up  much  adoration,  worship  and  perfume  of 
aloe- wood. 

As  many  as  are  Jogis,  they  meditate  in  a  state  of  lost  sensation  on  the  incomprehensible  name  of 
the  creator. 

(Whose)  name  is  Niranjan,  the  form  of  his  body  (they  consider  as  being  of)  a  subtile  form. 

In  the  mind  of  the  Satis  contentment  is  produced  by  the  thought  of  giving  (their  lives). 

Haying  given  they  ask  a  thousand-fold  (more),  that  the  world  may  adorn  (honour  them). 

More  wicked  and  useless  than  thieves  and  adulterers  (are)  the  false  ones. 

Some  depart  having  eaten  up  here  (their)  substance,  their  work  also  is  scum. 

In  water  and  on  land  there  are  numerous  forms  of  beings,  cities  and  worlds. 

Those  who  say  and  know,  it  is  Thou,  they  also  have  knowledge  of  thee. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  hunger  of  the  devotees  is  to  praise  (God),  the  true  name  is  (their)  support. 

They  always  remain  in  joy  day  and  night,  following3  the  virtuous. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  I. 
The  earth  is  worked  into  clay  by  the  pestle,4  it  is  made  into  a  potter's  lump. 
Vessels  and  bricks  are  made  (out  of  it),  burning  (in  the  kiln)  it  (i.e.  the  clay)  cries  out. 

1  TfiJ  <£|cM  I  take  =  tTUT  and  t^lcM  (=  ~*IM),  the  colour,  appearance  of  old  age. 

2  The  sense  is :  what  one  does,  that  he  will  earn. 

3  VT^T?»  on  the  back,  following,  instead  of  VTSTW.  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

4  We  divide  the  words:  *t*R5  *TTJ5  sft.  as  the  reading  WT35*JT?S  (musalman)  would  not  give  any 
sense,  m?;  is  still  used  in  the  sense  of  "  clay  "  in  Marathi  (*./.),  though  obsolete  in  Hindi.  This  significa- 
tion will  best  suit  the  context.     From  the  Sikh  Granthis  I  could  get  no  explanation  whatever. 
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Burning  on  the  helpless  (clay)  weeps,  fiery  coals  fall  continually  (on  it). 

Nanak  (says)  :  that  creator  knows  (it),  by  whom  the  elementary  matter  was  made. 

Pawn. 

"Without  the  true  Guru  no  one  has  obtained  him  (i.e.  the  Supreme),  without  the  true  Guru  no  one 
has  obtained  him. 

He  has  put  his  own  self  into  the  true  Guru,  he  has  manifested  and  proclaimed  (this). 

By  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  they  are  always  emancipated,  in  whom  spiritual  blindness  is  put  a 
stop  to. 

This  is  the  highest  reflection,  by  means  of  which  the  mind  is  applied  to  the  True  one. 

The  life  of  the  world,  the  donor,  is  obtained  (thereby). 

VII. 

sm  i. 

In  egotism  (one)  comes,  in  egotism  (one)  goes. 
In  egotism  he  is  born,  in  egotism  he  dies. 
In  egotism  it  is  given,  in  egotism  it  is  taken. 
In  egotism  it  is  gained,  in  egotism  it  is  gone. 
In  egotism  is  the  truthful  and  the  false  one. 

In  egotism  reflection  is  made  (on  doing)  acts  of  demerit  (or)  merit. 
In  egotism  descent  to  hell  (or  ascent)  to  heaven  (is  made). 
In  egotism  (one)  laughs,  in  egotism  (one)  weeps. 
1     In  egotism  (one)  is  defiled,  in  egotism  (one)  washes  (himself). 
In  egotism  (one)  loses  caste  and  kind. 
In  egotism  is  the  fool,  in  egotism  the  clever  one. 
He  has  no  knowledge  of  (the  way  of)  emancipation. 
In  egotism  he  is  immersed,  in  egotism  he  is  overshadowed. 
The  creatures  are  produced  with  egotism. 

If  egotism  be  understood  (as  adhering  to  one),  then  the  gate  (of  salvation)  is  seen. 
He  who  is  devoid  of  divine  knowledge,  wrangles  in  telling  (stories  of  the  gods). 
Nanak  (says)  :  by  the  (supreme)  ruler  the  destiny  is  written. 
As  he  makes  it,1  so  is  the  garb  (of  every  creature). 

Sidle  II. ;    mahala  II. 
In  egotism  is  this  (human)  nature  (immersed),  in  egotism  it  works. 

This  egotism  is  the  fetter,  (by  reason  of  which)  (man)  falls  again  and  again  into  the  womb. 
Whence  does  egotism  spring  ?  by  which  abstinence  is  it  removed  ? 
This  egotism  is  the  order  (of  God),  when  (one's)  lot  has  fallen,  he  removes  (it). 
Egotism  is  a  long  sickness,  yet  there  is  a  medicine  for  it. 
If  he  (God)  bestows  his  own  mercy,  then  (one)  obtains  the  word  of  the  Guru. 
Nanak  says :  hear,  ye  people,  by  means  of  this  abstinence  the  pain  (of  egotism)  departs. 

Pawn. 
By   (those)   contented  ones  service   (to  God)  is  rendered,  by   whom  the  perfectly  True  one  is 
meditated  upon. 

By  them  (their)  foot  is  not  put  on  wickedness,  who  practise  good  works  and  virtue. 

1  %tf5n'  is  here  not  used  in  the  sense  of  "  seeing,"  but  of  "  working,"  "  making "  (Sansk.  'cm'Uf),  to 
correspond  with  ^Tfcf  (^),  dress,  garb. 
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By  them  the  fetters  of  the  world  are  broken,  who  consume  little  grain  (and)  water. 
Thou  art  the  foremost  donor,  thou  givest  continually  and  it  increases  still  more.1 
From  the  great  ones  *  a  great  (thing  or  gift)  is  obtained. 

VIII. 

Slok  I.;    mahala  I. 
Of  men,  of  trees,  of  holy  watering  places,  of  shores,  of  clouds,  of  fields, 
Of  continents,  worlds,  provinces,  regions,  universes. 

Of  the  (four)  places  of  production :  of  the  egg-born,  womb-born,  plant-born,  sweat-born  (creatures) : 
He  knows  (their)  amount,  (as  also)  of  ponds,  mountains 3  and  creatures,  0  Nanak ! 
Wanak  (says)  :  having  produced  the  creatures  he  takes  care  of  all.  » 

The  creator,  by  whom  the  work  is  made,  must  also  care  for  it. 
That  creator  cares  for  it,  by  whom  the  world  is  made. 
Obeisance  to  him,  benediction  to  him  !  his  tribunal  is  unbroken. 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  true  name  what  is  the  (religious)  mark  (on  the  forehead),  what  the 
sacred  cord  ? 

Sidle  II.;    mahala  I. 
Lakhs  of  good  actions,  Lakhs  of  approved  meritorious  deeds. 
Lakhs  of  austerities  at  Tirthas  (and  of)  devout  meditations  in  the  desert. 
Lakhs  of  acts  of  heroism  in  war,  (so  that)  the  life  is  lost  in  battle. 
Lakhs  of  attention,  knowledge  and  meditation,  (with  which)  the  Puranas  are  read.1 — 
The  creator,  by  whom  the  work  is  done,  has  fixed  coming  and  going. 
Nanak  (says) :  the  wisdom  (of  men)  is  false,  the  favour  (of  God)  is  the  true  standard. 

Paurl. 
Thou  alone  art  the  true  Lord,  by  whom  the  perfectly  True"  one  is  manifested. 
To  whom  thou  givest  (it),  he  gets  the  True  one,  by  him  the  True  one  is  acquired. 
By  meeting  with  the  true  Guru  the  True  one  is  obtained  (by  them), 
In  whose  heart  the  True  one  is  caused  to  dwell  (by  the  Guru). 
The  fools  do  not  know  the  True  one,  by  the  self-willed  (their)  life  is  lost. 
What  for  did  they  come  into  the  world  ? 

IX. 

Slok  I. ;    mahala  I. 

(If)  reading  and  reading  a  cart  be  loaded  (with  it),  if  reading  and  reading  a  caravan  be  filled 
(with  it). 

(If)  reading  and  reading  a  boat  be  laden  (with  it),  (if)  reading  and  reading  a  pit  be  covered 
(with  it). 

(If)  it  he  read  as  many  as  there  are  years,  (if)  it  be  read  as  many  as  there  are  months. 

1  i.e. :  thy  bounty. 

2  ^flWTSffr  »s  the  Ablative  Plur.  (with  the  affix  i),  not  the  substantive  ^flJlHTJjY.  greatness. 

3  Literally:  of  Merus;  mountains  like  Meru. 

4  The  sentence  ends  with  an  anakoluthon.  The  logical  connexion  appears  to  be  this :  all  good  acts,  etc. 
are  of  no  avail  to  escape  transmigration,  which  is  fixed  by  the  creator,  all  depends  on  his  favour  (5^»j). 
The  sense,  as  so  frequently,  can  only  be  guessed  at. 

5  *re  might  here  also  be  translated  by  truth. 
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(If)  it  be  read  as  long  as  life  (lasts),  (if)  it  be  read  as  many  as  there  are  breaths. 

Nanak  (says) :  of  account  there  is  (only)  one  word,  the  other  (things)  are  egotism  and  vain  prating. 

SM  II. 

(As  much  as)  is  written  and  read,  so  much  he  is  grieved. 

(As  much  as)  he  has  wandered  about  at  many  Tlrthas,  so  much  (filth)  has  stuck  to  him. 

ITany  garbs  are  put  on,  pain  is  inflicted  on  the  body. 

Bear,  0  creature,  thy  own  doings ! 

Pood  is  not  eaten,  sweet  taste  is  discarded. 

Much  pain  is  incurred,  (as)  duality  pleased  (him). 

He  does  not  put  on  clothes,  day  and  night  he  groans. 

Sunk  in  silence  how  should  he  wake  ?  he  has  fallen  asleep  without  the  Guru. 

He  is  barefooted,  his  own  doing  is  earned  (by  him). 

Dirt  is  eaten  (by  him),  ashes  are  put  on  (his)  head. 

By  the  blind  fool  his  honour  is  lost. 

Without  the  name  nothing  becomes  acceptable  (with  God). 

He  remains  in  deserts,  at  shrines,  in  burning  places. 

(But)  the  blind  one  does  not  know  (the  truth),  afterwards  he  repents.1 

"Who  meets  with  the  true  Guru,  he  obtains  happiness. 

He  (the  Guru)  makes  the  name  of  Hari  dwell  in  the  heart. 

Nanak  (says) :  on  whom  (Hari)  bestows  a  favourable  glance,  he  gets  (it). 

Free  from  hope  and  apprehension  he  burns  his  egotism  by  means  of  the  word  (of  the  Guru). 

Pauri. 
The  devotees  are  pleasing  to  thy  mind,  those  who  are  singing  (thy)  praise,  are  lustrous  at  (thy)  gate. 
Nanak  (says) :  without  works  (of  a  former  birth)  they  get  no  entrance,  they  are  wandering  about. 
Some  do  not  comprehend  their  own  origin,  their  own  non-existent  self  they  bring  into  account. 
I  am  (the  son)  of  a  begging  musician,  of  low  caste,  the  others  are  called  high-caste  people. 
I  ask  for  them,  who  are  meditating  on  thee. 

X. 

Slo/c  I. ;    mahala  I. 
False  is  the  Baja,  false  the  subjects,  false2  is  the  whole  world. 
False  is  the  palace,  false  the  upper-storied  house,  false  he  who  is  living  (therein). 
False  is  gold,  false  silver,  false  he  who  is  putting  (them)  on. 
False  is  the  body,  false  the  clothing,  false  boundless  beauty. 
False  the  master,  false  the  mistress,  they  are  consumed  to  ashes. 
On  falsehood  affection  is  bestowed  and  the  creator  forgotten. 
With  whom  shall  friendship  be  made  ?  the  whole  world  is  passing  away  ! 
Falsehood  is  sweet,  falsehood  is  honey,  falsehood  drowns  the  boat's  load.' 
Nanak  makes  (this)  supplication :  without  thee  (all  is)  but  falsehood. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  I. 
Then  the  True  one  is  thoroughly i  known,  when  the  True  one  is  in  the  heart. 
The  filth  of  falsehood  goes  off,  he  {i.e.  the  disciple)  washes  and  makes  clean  (his)  body. 

1  Venn^  =  "Wlf37^T>  on  account  of  the  rhyme. 

2  53  properly :  falsehood,  used  in  the  sense  of  not  really  existing  or  lasting. 
'  \f3,  all  those,  who  are  together  in  a  boat. 

1  \f3  =  'he  Sansk.  Mi,H>  the  form  vRf  is  used  in  a  similar  sense  (=  ^rfrT). 
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Then  the  True  one  is  thoroughly  known,  -when  he  entertains  love  to  the  True  one. 
Having  heard  the  name  the  mind  becomes  glad,  he  gets  the  gate  of  salvation. 
Then  the  True  one  is  thoroughly  known,  when  he  knows  (his)  soul  as  united  (with  the  Supreme). 
Having  put  right  the  earth  (of  Ms)  body  he  puts  (into  it)  as  seed  the  creator. 

Then  the  True  one  is  thoroughly  known,  when  he  puts  up  his  dwelling  at  the  Tlrtha  of  his  own  soul. 
Asking  the  true  Guru  he  remains  and  dwells  there. 
Then  the  True  one  is  thoroughly  known,  when  he  takes  true  instruction, 

(When)  he  knows  kindness  to  the  creatures  (as  his  duty)  and  performs  some  meritorious  acts  (and 
gives)  alms. 

The  True  one  is  the  medicine  for  all,  it  washes  away  sins. 

Mnak  utters  (this)  supplication  (to  them),  in  whose  possession  the  True  one  is. 

Pauri. 

If  as  my  present  the  dust  of  the  sole  of  the  feet  (of  the  saints)  be  obtained,  then  it  will  be  applied 
to  (my)  forehead. 

False  greediness  is  given  up,  directing  the  mind  on  one  object  the  incomprehensible  one  is 
meditated  upon. 

Such  a  fruit  is  obtained,  as  the  works  are  that  are  practised. 

If  it  be  written  before,  then  their  dust  is  obtained. 

(By  reason  of)  little  understanding  (their)  service  is  discarded. 

XI. 

Slok  I.;    mahala  I. 
Friendship  prevails  in  the  Kali-yug  (between)  death  (and)  falsehood,  (between)  darkness  (and) 
the  goblins.1 

Sowing  the  seed  they  have  taken  (its)  honour,  how  shall  now  the  Dal  spring  up  ? 2 

If  it  be  the  One,  then  it  springs  up,  it  is  (now)  the  season  of  the  seasons. 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  Pah  there  is  no  adhesiveness  of  colour  to  raw  cloth.3 

If  fear  be  put  into  the  kettle,  the  solution  of  modesty  is  put  on  the  body. 

Nanak  (says) :  (if  one)  be  steeped  in  devotion,  there  is  no  adhesiveness  of  falsehood  whatever. 

Slok  II.;    mahala  I. 
Greediness  and  sin,  the  two  are  a  Raja  and  his  collector  of  rent,  falsehood  is  the  Sirdar. 
Lust  is  the  mace-bearer,  who  is  called  and  asked,  sitting  down  he  reflects. 
The  subjects  are  blind  and  devoid  of  (divine)  knowledge,  they  are  corpses  filled  with  fire. 
The  wise  ones  dance  and  play  musical  instruments,  they  adorn  (their)  body. 
They  make  loud  conversations,  they  sing  (their)  thoughts  about  the  heroes. 
Fools  and  learned  men  collect  (thence)  wisdom  and  argument  and  have  a  liking  (for  it). 
The  virtuous  ore  will  practise  virtue,  he  plays  (musical  instruments)  and  asks  forthe  gate  of  salvation. 
He  who  is  called  an  ascetic,  does  not  know  union  (with  his  wife),  he  sits  down  having  forsaken 
his  family. 

Every  one  is  perfect  by  himself,  no  one  calls  himself  deficient. 

1  The  words  of  this  line  are  very  obscure,  I  have  translated  them  according  to  conjecture.     The  Sikh 
Granthis  could  give  no  hint  whatever.    irfxJ)  *■»»•  friendship,  is  found  in  Hindi. 

2  The  meaning  of  these  words  is  quite  obscure. 

3  VTRT  is  a  substance  (alum,  etc.)  dissolved  in  water,  in  which  cloth  is  steeped  preparatory  to  dyeing. 
Also  the  process  itself,    flfff  signifies :  adhesiveness  (33[  SH"  flfff)- 
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The  warrant  of  honour  is  obtained  afterwards,  then,  (says)  Nanak,  being  weighed  it  is  known  (what 
man  is  worth). 

Sidle  III.;    mahala  I. 

What  is  determined  upon  (by  God),  that  becomes  manifest,  0  Nanak,  that  True  one  sees  (it). 
By  all  jumpings  are  made,  (but)  what  the  creator  does,  that  takes  place. 

Further  on  {i.e.  in  the  other  world)  there  is  no  caste  nor  power,  further  on  the  soul  bows  down. 
Whose  honour  falls  into  account  (before  God),  those  few  are  good. 

Pauri. 
To  whom  thou  hast  appointed  (this)  work  from  the  beginning,  by  them  the  Lord  is  meditated  upon. 
In  the  power  of  these  creatures  there  is  nothing,  by  thee  alone  the  world  is  produced. 
Some  thou  unitest  (with  thyself),  others  are  ruined  by  thyself. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  he  knows  (thee),  whom  thou  thyself  instructest. 
He  is  naturally  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

XII. 
Sidle  I. ;    mahala  I. 

Pain  has  become  the  medicine  for  the  disease  of  (worldly)  pleasures. 

When  (there  is  real)  happiness,  there  is  no  desire  (for  worldly  pleasures).1 

Thou  art  the  cause  of  causes,  not  I,  when  I  do  (anything),  it  does  not  take  place. 

Pause. 
I  am  a  sacrifice  to  those  who  are  obedient  to  thy  power. 
Thy  end  cannot  be  conceived. 

Slok  II. 
In  production  there  is  light,  in  the  light  are  the  productions,3  he  who  is  without  parts  is  brimful 
(everywhere). 

Thou  art  the  true  Lord,  thy  praise  is  beautiful,  by  whom  it  is  made,  he  passes  across. 
Nanak  speaks  words  concerning  the  creator :  whatever  is  to  be  done,  that  he  does. 

Sidle  III.;    mahala,  II. 

The  word  of  the  Brahmans  is  about  Toga  (abstract  meditation),  divine  knowledge  and  the  Veda. 
The  word  of  the  Khatrls  is  a  word  about  heroes,  the  word  of  the  Siidras  is  Prakrit  (common 
parlance). 

All  words  are  one  word,  if  one  know  the  secret. 
Nanak  is  his  slave ;  he  is  the  Supreme  God. 

Slolc  IV.;    mahala  II. 
The  One  Krishna  is  in  all  gods,  the  god  of  the  gods  is  the  soul. 
The  soul  is  from  Basudeva  (Krishna),  if  one  understand  the  secret. 
Nanak  is  his  slave ;  he  is  the  Supreme  God. 

Sldh  V. ;    mahala  I. 
The  water  remains  being  bound  up  in  a  pot,  without  water  the  pot  is  not  made. 
The  mind,  bound  by  divine  knowledge,  remains  steady,  (but)  without  the  Guru  divine  knowledge  is 
not  obtained. 

1  The  translation  is  made  according  to  conjecture ;  for  a  literal  translation  would  hardly  give  any  sense. 

2  The  sense  is  :  in  everything,  that  is  produced,  is  the  divine  light  =  the  divine  principle  of  life. 
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Paurl, 
The  learned  man  maybe  a  sinner  and  the  illiterate  man  a  saint,  he  is  not  beaten  (in  the  other  world). 
As  one  passes  his  time,  such  a  name  is  applied  (to  him). 

Such  a  trick  should  not  be  play!  d,  by  which  one  will  be  defeated  having  gone  to  the  threshold. 
On  the  learned  and  unlearned  reflection  is  made  in  the  other  world. 
Who  goes  in  bewilderment,  he  is  beaten  in  the  next  world. 

XIII. 

Slolc  I.;    mahala,  I. 
0  Nanak,  of  Meru,  the  body,  there  is  one  chariot  and  one  charioteer. 
It  is  continually  turned  about,  the  wise  one  comprehends  this. 

In  the  Satya-yuga  the  chariot  was  of  contentment,  piety  was  the  charioteer  before  it. 
In  the  Treta-yuga  the  chariot  was  of  chastity,  force  was  the  charioteer  before  it. 
In  the  Dvapara-yuga  the  chariot  was  of  austerity,  truth  was  the  charioteer  before  it. 
In  the  Kali-yuga  the  chariot  is  of  fire,  falsehood  is  the  charioteer  before  it. 

Slolc  II.;    mahala  I. 

The  Sama-(Veda)  says:  the  white-robed  Lord  (=  Shiva)  exists  in  the  True  one,  he  remains  in  the 
True  one. 

Everybody  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one. 

The  Big-(Veda)  says  :  he  is  (everywhere)  brimful. 

The  name  of  Earn  is  the  hero  among  the  gods. 

By  taking  (his)  name  expiation  is  made. 

Then,  (says)  Nanak,  (one)  gets  the  gate  of  salvation.1 

In  the  Yajur-(Veda  it  is  written):  Candravali2  was  forcibly  deceived  by  Kanh,  Krishna,  the 
Yadava,  wandered  about. 

He  brought  the  Parijata-tree  and  the  Gopis  and  amused  himself  in  Vindravan. 

In  the  Kali-yuga  the  Atharva-Yeda  appeared,  the  name  of  God  became  Allah. 

Blue  clothes  were  put  on  and  worn,  the  Pathans  exercised  dominion  (in  India). 

The  four  Vedas  are  true. 

They  read  and  reflect  on  those  four. 

(If  one)  performing  devotion  with  love  be  called  low : 

Then,  (says)  !Nanak,  he  gets  the  gate  of  salvation. 

Paurl. 
I  am  a  sacrifice  to  the  true  Guru,  by  meeting  with  whom  the  Lord  is  kept  in  mind. 
By  whom,  by  means  of  (his)  instruction,  the  collyrium  of  divine  knowledge  is  given,  (so  that)  by 
these  (my)  eyes  the  world  is  beheld. 

Who,  giving  up  the  Lord,  cling  to  another,  those  traffickers  are  drowned. 
The  true  Guru  is  the  boat,  by  some  rare  one  he  is  reflected  upon. 
By  bestowing  mercy  (on  me  I)  was  brought  across. 

XIV. 
Slolc  I.;    mahala  I. 
The  Simmal-tree  is  straight,3  very  long  and  very  thick. 
Those,  who  come  (to  it)  in  hope,  why  do  they  go  away  (from  it)  hopeless  ? 

1  'faStec!  =  H^T  ■OTfTcT)  ^«BT  signifying  in  Sansk.  also  :  an  opening  or  occasion. 

2  One  of  the  playmates  of  young  Krishna. 

3  TcTTfydl  is  translated  according  to  conjecture ;  the  real  meaning  is  unknown. 
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(Its)  fruits  are  insipid,  (its)  flowers  nauseous,  (its)  leaves  are  of  no  use. 

(Its)  sweetness  is  deep,  0  Nanak,  (whose)  quality  is  goodness  aod  truth.1 

Everybody  bows  to  himself,  no  one  bows  to  another. 

"Who  goes  down,  if  put  on  a  balance  and  weighed,  he  is  heavy. 

That  sinner  sinks  down  twice  as  much,  who  is  a  slayer  of  deer. 

What  is  done  by  bending  down  the  head  (in  worship),  when  one  goes  off  with  an  impure  heart? 

Slok  II.;    mahala  I. 
He  reads  books  (and  is)  rehearsing  the  Sandhya. 
He  worships  a  stone,  (his)  meditation  (is  like  that)  of  a  heron. 
In  (his)  mouth  is  falsehood,  (outwardly)  is  excellent  decoration. 
He  reflects  three  times  (a  day)  on  the  Gayatri.8 
(Round  his)  neck  is  a  rosary,  a  mark  on  his  forehead. 
(He  has)  two  Dhotis,  clothes  of  silk. 
If  he  thinks,  (that  these  are)  the  duties  of  a  Brahman  : 
Certainly  all  (these)  works  (are  but)  dregs. 
Nanak  says  and  he  thinks  right : 
"Without  the  true  Guru  he  does  not  find  the  (right)  way. 

Pawn. 
(His)  dress  and  form  are  pleasing,  having  left  the  world  he  is  going  in.3 
"What  he  has  done  himself,  good  and  bad,  that  he  is  receiving. 

Orders  are  given,  as  they  please  (his,  i.e.  Hari's)  heart,  in  a  narrow  road  he  must  go  onwards. 
Naked  he  goes  into  hell,  there  a  very  terrible  (thing)  is  seen. 
Having  committed  vices  (in  this  world)  he  is  (now)  repenting. 

XV. 
SloJc  I.j    mahala  I. 

(If)  kindness  (be)  the  cotton,  contentment  the  thread,  continence  the  knot,  truth  the  twist : 

(If)  this  be  the  sacred  cord  of  the  creatures,  then,  0  Pandit,  put  it  on ! 

This  does  not  break,  nor  does  filth  stick  to  it,  nor  is  it  burnt  nor  does  it  go  off. 

Blessed  is  that  man,  0  Nanak,  who  departs  having  put  on  (this)  on  his  neck ! 

For  four  Damns  (=  one  Paisa)  it  (  =  the  janeii)  was  bought  and  sitting  in  a  cauka4  it  was  put  on. 

Instruction  was  delivered  into  the  ears  (of  the  receiver  of  the  cord),  a  Brahman  had  become  the  Guru. 

This  one  died  and  that  one  fell  off;  he  went  off  without  a  cord. 

Sidle  II.;  mahala  I. 
Lakhs  of  thefts,  Lakhs  of  fornications,  Lakhs  of  falsehoods,  Lakhs  of  abuses. 
Lakhs  of  deceits  (and)  frauds  are  day  and  night  (current)  with  the  creatures. 
The  (sacred)  thread  is  spun  from  cotton,  the  Brahman  comes  and  twists  it. 
A  goat  is  killed,  cooked  and  eaten,  every  one  says  :  put  it  on  ! 

The  words,  as  they  stand,  are  totally  unconnected,  the  sense  can  therefore  only  be  guessed  at.    <CWl  = 
Sansk.  f«t «4 ,  deep. 

2  §VTS5  is  traditionally  explained  by:  Gayatri. 

3  lfy<,fd  tTT^ST>  literally:    to  go  within  or  into.     Whereto,  is  not  mentioned.     The  sense  is  very 
likely  :  he  goes  into  the  court  of  Yama. 

1  A  place  smeared  with  cow-dung. 
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"When  it  becomes  old,  it  is  thrown  away  and  another  is  put  on  again. 
Nanak  says :  the  thread  does  not  break,  if  there  be  strength  in  the  thread. 

0       Slolc  III. ;   mahala  I. 
By  minding  the  name  honour  springs  up,  praising  (God)  is  the  true  thread. 
The  thread,  that  is  obtained  within  the  threshold  (of  God),  does  not  break,  (it  is)  pure. 

Slolc  IV. ;    mahala  I. 
There  is  no  thread  for  the  senses,  no  thread  for  the  women. 
In  the  early  morning  spittle  falls  always  on  the  beard. 
There  is  no  thread  for  the  feet,  no  thread  for  the  hands. 
No  thread  for  the  tongue,  no  thread  for  the  eyes. 
He  himself  goes  about  without  a  thread. 
He  twists  threads  and  puts  them  on  others. 
Taking  the  wages  for  prostitution  he  marries. 
Drawing  (lines  on  a)  paper  he  shows  the  road. 
Hear  and  see,  0  people,  this  wonder ! 
He  is  blind  in  his  heart,  (but  bears)  the  name  of  "  very  wise." 

Paurl. 
If  the  Lord  become  kind  and  bestow  mercy,  then  he  will  cause  that  work  to  be  done. 
That  servant  performs  service,  whom  he  will  make  mind  (his)  order. 
By  minding  (his)  order  he  becomes  approved  of,  then  he  will  reach  the  palace  of  the  Lord. 
Who  does,  what  pleases  the  Lord,  he  will  obtain  the  fruit  desired  by  his  heart. 
Then  dressed  (with  a  dress  of  honour)  he  will  go  to  the  threshold. 

XVI. 

Slok  I. ;    mahala  I. 

On  the  cow  and  the  Brahman  you  put  a  tax,  for  cow-dung  no  crossing  can  be  made. 

(Thou  hast)  a  Dh5ti,  front-mark  and  rosary,  (but)  eatest  the  corn  of  the  barbarians. 

Puja  within  thou  readest  the  book  (Qur'an),  the  restraint  (or  law)  of  the  Turks,  0  brother! 

Give  up  hypocrisy ! 

By  taking  the  name  thou  wilt  cross  ! ' 

Slok  II.  ;   mahala  I. 
Eating  men  they  make  prayer. 

Those,  who  let  go  the  knife,  wear  a  (sacred)  thread  on  (their)  neck; 
In  their  house  the  Brahmans  blow  the  sound. 
To  them  also  this  very  thing  is  pleasant. 
Palse  is  (their)  stock,  false  (their)  traffic. 
By  speaking  falsehood  they  get  (their)  livelihood. 
The  dwelling  of  shame  and  piety  is  far  away  (from  them). 
Nanak  (says)  :  falsehood  is  (everywhere)  brimful. 

On  (their)  forehead  is  a  mark,  (round)  the  waist  the  tucked- in  end,  of  the  Dh5tt. 
In  (their)  hand  is  a  knife,  the  world  is  a  butcher. 
Putting  on  blue  clothes  (like  the  Husalmans)  they  become  approved  of. 

1  These  words  Nanak  is  said  to  have  spoken  to  a  Hindu,  who  was  the  receiver  of  customs  at  the  bridge 
of  Sultanpur. 
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Taking  the  food  of  the  barbarians  they  worship  the  Puranas. 

A  goat  killed  not  in  the  language  (of  the  Hindus)  is  eaten  (by  them).1 

Nobody  is  allowed  to  enter  their  cauka. 

They  make  a  cauka  and  draw  their  lines  round  it. 

Then  the  false  ones  come  and  sit  upon  it. 

"  Lest  it  be  defiled,  lest  it  be  defiled  this  our  food  !  " 

(Being  of)  a  loose  body  they  clear  (it)  away. 

(Being  of)  an  impure  heart  they  take  a  mouthful  of  water. 

Nanak  says :  if  the  True  one  be  meditated  upon  : 

Purity  is  effected,  then  the  True  one  is  obtained. 

Pawn. 
He  sees  every  one  within  (his)  mind  and  makes  (him)  go  under  (his)  sight. 
He  himself  gives  greatness,  he  himself  causes  (all)  works  to  be  done. 
On  the  immensely  large  earth  he  is  applying  (every  one)  to  his  (particular)  work. 
If  he  makes  a  displeased  glance,  he  turns  a  Sultan  into  a  grass-cutter, 
(Who),  when  begging  at  the  door,  does  not  get  alms. 

XVII. 
Sidk  I. ;    rnahala  I. 
When  a  thief  robs  a  house,  having  robbed  the  house  he  gives  (offerings  out  of  the  plunder)  to  his 
ancestors. 

In  the  other  world  the  thing  is  known,  that  he  makes  (thereby)  his  ancestors  thieves. 
Let  the  hands  of  the  broker  (i.e.  the  Brahman)  be  cut  off,  this  justice ''  (one)  should  do. 
Nanak  (says)  :  in  the  other  world  that  is  obtained,  what  one  acquires,  works  and  gives  (here). 

Slol  II.  ;    rnahala  I. 

As  a  woman  gets  her  period  (menses)  from  time  to  time  : 
(So)  the  impure  live  with  an  impure  face  and  are  continually  wretched. 
Those  are  not  called  pure,  who  sit  down  after  having  washed  (their)  body. 
Pure  are  those,  0  Nanak,  in  whose  heart  that  One  dwells. 

Paurl. 
Horses  are  saddled  swift  like  the  wind,  a  Harem  of  all  colours  is  arranged. 
Having  built  houses,  mansions,  upper-storied  houses,  they  sit  in  them  and  make  displays. 
They  do  things  pleasing  to  their  mind,  (but)  Hari  they  do  not  comprehend  (and  are  therefore)  lost. 
They  give  order  and  eat,  beholding  their  houses  death  is  forgotten  (by  them). 
Decay  has  come  on,  they  are  defeated  in  youth. 

XVIII. 

Slolc  I. ;   rnahala  I. 

If  impurity  be  minded,  impurity  takes  place  in  all  (things). 

In  cow-dung  and  wood  are  worms  produced. 

As  many  as  are  the  grains  of  corn,  no  one  is  without  a  living  being. 

1  WfSTftr'WTi  is  an  idiom,  that  is  not  the  bhaklia  (of  the  Hindus),  i.e.  slaughtering  a  goat  in  the 

i-o     o 

Musalman  way,  by  saying :  hismillah  {i}]\  ****j). 

2  WTS^  =    &&■"  i  justice. 
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First  (in)  the  water  are  living  creatures,  by  which  every  (thing)  becomes  green. 

How  should  impurity  be  kept  off,  impurity  falls  into  the  food ! 

Nanak  (says) :  in  this  wise  impurity  does  not  go  off,  divine  knowledge  (alone)  washes  it  away. 

Sloh,  II.  ;  mahala  I. 

The  impurity  of  the  mind  is  covetousness,  the  impurity  of  the  tongue  is  falsehood. 
The  impurity  of  the  eyes  is  the  looking  at  another's  wife,  at  another's  property  (and)  appearance. 
Impurity  of  the  ears  (it  is),  (if  one)  apply  to  his  ear  the  tale-bearing,  (which  one)  makes. 
The  souls  of  men  being  bound  (by  these  impurities)  go  to  the  city  of  Yama. 

Sloh  III.  ;  mahala  I. 

Every  impurity  is  an  error,  (that)  clings  to  duality. 

Birth  and  death  is  the  order  (of  God),  by  (his)  decree  (man)  comes  and  goes. 
Eating  and  drinking  is  pure,  the  daily  food  is  prepared  and  given  by  him. 

Nanak  (says) :    no  impurity  (sticks)  to  those  disciples,  by  whom  (the  truth  or  the  True  one)  is 
comprehended. 

Pauri. 

The  true  Guru  should  be  magnified  and  praised,  in  whom  there  is  a  vast  greatness. 
(When)  they  are  united  with  (him,  i.e.  the  Guru),  (his,  i.e.  God's)  favourable  look  falls  (upon  them). 
"When  it  pleases  him  {i.e.  the  Guru),  then  he  (God)  is  caused  to  dwell  in  the  heart  (of  the  disciple). 
Having  given  the  order  and  having  put  the  hand  on  the  head,  he  eradicates  wickedness  from  within. 
From  the  pleased  king  (=  Guru)  the  nine  treasures  are  obtained. 

XIX. 

Sloh  I.;    mahala  I. 

First,  (if)  he  himself  be  pure  and  come  and  sit  in  a  pure  (place). 

(And  if)  by  a  pure  one  it  {i.e.  the  food)  be  placed  before,  no  one  goes  having  become  defiled. 

(If)  being  pure  he  eat  and  take  to  read  a  Slok 

(And)  be  called  to  a  dirty  place  (=the  closet),  who  will  find  fault  with  this? 

Corn  is  a  god,  water  is  a  god,  fire  is  a  god  (and)  salt. 

When  the  fifth,  ghee,  is  put  into  it,  then  the  food  becomes  pure. 

The  body  that  is  covered  with  sins,  that  is  spit  upon. 

The  mouth,  that  does  not  utter  the  name  and  eats  juices  without  the  name : 

That  mouth  is  spit  upon,  let  it  thus  be  known,  (says)  Nanak. 

Sloh  II.;    mahala  I. 

In  a  vessel  he  is  coagulated,  from  a  vessel  he  is  born.1 

A  vessel  he  asks  (in  marriage)  and  marries. 

(With)  a  vessel  friendship  is  made,  (with)  a  vessel  he  goes  his  way. 

(When)  the  vessel  dies,  (another)  vessel  is  sought,  with  a  vessel  is  his  engagement. 

How  should  that  be  called  bad,  from  which  a  Eaja  is  born? 

From  a  vessel  a  vessel  is  produced,  without  a  vessel  there  is  nobody. 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  vessel  is  (only)  that  True  one. 

By  whose  mouth  he  is  always  praised,  the  favour  of  his  lot  is  beautiful. 

Nanak  (says) :  they  will  have  a  bright  face  at  that  true  court. 

1  "S3  (TTT^)  a  vessel  =  a  woman  (compare  the  use  of  the  Greek  fftfeOo?). 
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Pawl. 

Every  one  says  :  (it  is  my)  own ;  whose  it  is  not,  he  is  singled  out.1 
It  is  (his)  own  doing,  by  himself  (also)  the  account  is  made  up. 
As  there  is  no  remaining  here,  why  does  the  world  walk  about  in  pride  ? 
No  one  should  be  called  bad,  having  read  this  word  it  is  understood. 
With  a  fool  one  should  not  strive. 

XX. 

Sidle  I.;    mahala  I. 

0  Nanak,  by  insipid  talk  body  and  mind  become  insipid. 

(Such  a  one)  is  called  utterly  insipid,  what  exudes  from  the  insipid  one  is  insipid. 
("When)  the  insipid  one  is  called  to  the  threshold,  the  insipid  is  spit  in  the  face. 
The  insipid  one  is  called  a  fool,  he  is  punished  by  being  beaten  with  a  slipper.2 

Sloh  II. ;    mahala  I. 

Inside  they  are  false,  outside  (they  have)  a  good  name  in  the  world,  inside  (they  are  full  of)  deceit. 

(Though)  they  bathe  at  the  sixty-eight  Tirthas,  (their)  filth  does  not  go  off. 

"Whose  silk  is  within  and  outside  a  patched  quilt,  they  are  excellent  in  the  world. 

They  have  conceived  love  to  the  Lord,  reflecting  on  seeing  (him). 

In  pleasure  they  laugh,  in  pleasure  they  weep,  in  silence  also  they  go. 

They  do  not  care  for  anybody  except  the  true  Lord. 

They  ask  for  provisions  on  the  road  to  the  gate  (of  the  Lord),  when  he  gives,  then  they  eat. 

There  is  One  tribunal,  One  pen,  between  us  and  thee  there  is  union. 

At  the  gate  he  {i.e.  the  Lord)  takes  account,  as  oil  is  pressed  out  by  pressure,  0  Nanak. 

Paurl. 

By  himself  the  instrument  is  made,  by  himself  the  machinery  is  kept  up. 
He  beholds  his  own  work,  he  keeps  and  cares  for  the  unripe  and  the  ripe. 

"What  has  come  (into  the  world),  that  will  go  (again),  every  one,  that  has  come,  is  turned  back 
again  (into  dissolution). 

How  should  that  Lord  be  forgotten  from  the  mind,  whose  the  creatures  and  their  lives  are  ? 
His  own  work  is  arranged  by  himself  with  his  own  hands. 

XXI. 

Sloh  I.;    mahala  II. 

"What  sort  of  love  is  this,  that  clings  to  another  ? 

Nanak  (says) :  he  is  described  as  a  lover,  who  is  always  absorbed  (in  the  beloved). 
(Who)  considers  the  good  (only)  as  good  (and  who)  by  the  evil  becomes  abated  : 
He  is  not  called  a  lover ;  he  is  (a  lover),  who  abides  in  the  divine  decree. 

Sloh  II. ;    mahala  II. 

He  who  makes  both,  salutation  (and  an  impudent)  answer,  is  thoroughly  mistaken. 
Nanak  (says) :  both  (words)  are  false,  not  one  (of  them)  is  accepted. 

1  It  is  difficult  to  say,  to  what  these  words  refer,  as  no  hint  of  the  subject  is  given. 

2  VJ&\  s.m.  a  slipper  (Hindi  Tp^t,   Panj.  ifST).     To  be  beaten  with  a  slipper  is  considered  very 
disgraceful. 
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Pauri. 

That  Lord  should  always  be  praised,  by  whose  service  happiness  is  obtained. 
Why  is  the  time  (of  life)  pasted  in  a  bad  way,  from  which  one  reaps  his  own  doings  ? 
~Eo  wickedness  should  be  done  at  all !  (his)  eyesight  reaches  far  and  sees  (everything). 
Such  a  dice  should  be  thrown,  by  which  one  may  not  be  defeated  with  the  Lord. 

XXII. 

Slok  I.;    mahala  II. 

A  servant,  who  does  service,  (but  who)  is  proud  and  disputatious, 

(And)  makes  many  words,  he  gets  no  taste  of  the  Lord. 

If  he  serve,  removing  his  own  self,  then  he  gets  some  honour. 

Nanak  (says)  :  to  what  he  clings,  with  that  he  meets,  who  clings  (to  the  Lord),  he  is  approved  of. 

Slok  II.;    mahala  II. 

What  is  in  the  soul,  that  springs  up,  the  word  of  the  mouth  (is  but)  wind. 
He  sows  poison  and  asks  for  nectar ;  behold,  (what)  justice  is  this  ? 

Slok  III.;    mahala  II. 

With  an  ignorant  man  friendship  will  never  do. 

As  he  knows,  so  he  lives,  let  one  see  and  ascertain  (this) ! 

The  thing  is  contained  within  the  thing,  it  is  close  to  the  second. 

To  the  Lord  no  order  can  be  given,  a  supplication,  that  is  uttered,  is  agreed  to. 

By  practising  falsehood  one  becomes  false,  (says)  Nanak,  by  praising  (God)  one  becomes  happy. 

Slok  IV.;   mahala  II. 

Friendship  and  great  love  with  an  ignorant  man  comes  to  a  break. 
Like  a  line  in  water  it  has  no  place  nor  spot  (that  lasts). 

Slok  V.;    mahala  II. 

If  an  ignorant  man  do  a  work,  he  cannot  set  it  right. 
If  he  do  one  half  well,  yet  the  other  (will  be)  wrong. 

Pauri, 

If  a  servant  do  service  and  walk  in  the  love  of  (his)  Lord  : 

He  gets  very  great  honour  and  receives  double  wages  also. 

If  he  make  rivalry  with  (his)  Lord  and  entertain  enmity  within : 

He  loses  his  former  wages  and  is  beaten  with  the  slipper  in  his  face. 

Whose  gifts  are  eaten,  to  him  applause  should  be  given. 

Nanak  (says)  :  with  the  Lord  no  order  avails,  supplication  (only)  is  availing. 

XXIII. 

Slok  I. ;   mahala,  II. 

What  gift  is  that,  that  is  obtained  by  itself? 

Nanak  (says) :  what  is  obtained,  (that  is  obtained)  from  the  generosity  of  the  pleased  Lord. 

Slok  II. ;   mahala,  II. 

What  service  is  that,  by  which  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  not  set  agoing  ? 
Nanak  (says) :  he  is  called  a  servant,  who  is  absorbed  in  the  Lord. 
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Paurl. 

Nanak  (says) :  no  end  nor  bound  of  that  Hari  can  be  known. 

He  himself  causes  the  formations  to  be  made,  he  himself  again  causes  them  to  be  destroyed. 

On  the  necks  of  some  are  chains,  many  others  mount  horses. 

He  himself  does  and  causes  to  be  done  (everything),  to  whom  shall  I  cry  out  ? 

Nanak  (Bays) :  by  whom  the  instrument  (=  the  body)  is  made,  he  also  must  take  care  of  it. 

XXIV. 

Sidle  I. ;   mahala  I. 

By  himself  the  vessels  are  formed,  he  himself  also  fills  them. 
Into  some  milk  is  poured,  some  are  put  upon  the  hearth. 
Some  sleep  on  a  quilt,  some  stand  erect  on  (it,  as  servants). 
Them  he  adorns,  0  Nanak,  on  whom  he  bestows  a  glance  of  favour. 

Slok  II. ;    mahala  II. 

He  himself  creates,  he  himself  destroys,  he  himself  also  preserves. 

In  that  (world)  he  produces  the  creatures  and  beholds  (them),  establishing  and  disestablishing  (them). 

To  whom  shall  be  said  (anything),  0  !Nanak  !  he  himself  is  everything, 

Paurr. 

By  the  great  one  greatness  is  made,  nothing  can  be  said. 

That  powerful,  bountiful  creator  prepares  the  daily  bread  for  the  creatures. 

That  work  is  to  be  performed,  which  is  put  down  from  the  beginning  by  him. 

Nanak  (says) :  without  the  One  there  is  no  other  plaee. 

He  does  what  he  pleases. 


Om !  the  true  name  is  the  creator,  the  divine  male  without  fear,  without  enmity,  of  a  timeless 

shape,  not  produced  from  the  womb. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  ! 

EAGU   ASA.     THE    SPEECH   OF   THE   BHAGATS,    OF   KABIE,    NAMDEV 

(AND)  EAVIDAS. 

ASA    OF    SKI    KABIE. 

I. 

(1).  Clinging  to  the  foot  of  the  Guru  I  bow  down  and  ask  :  why  is  the  soul  produced  ? 
To  what  purpose  is  the  world  produced  and  destroyed  ?  let  me  know  this  ! 

Pause. 

0  God,  bestow  mercy  on  me,  put  me  into  that  road,  where  the  bond  of  fear  may  break ! 

Clear  away  the  pain  of  birth  and  death,  the  pleasure  of  works,  (that)  the  soul  may  be  liberated  from 
regeneration ! 

(2).  The  noose  (and)  bond  of  the  Maya  it  does  not  break  and  in  the  Vacuum  (=  Supreme)  (my)  mind 
is  not  hidden. 
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By  (my  mind)  itself  the  step  of  final  absorption  is  not  known,  in  this  wise  the  entrance1  (into  a 
body)  does  not  cease. 

(3).  He  is  not  produced  in  any  way,  what  is  produced,  he  knows  who  is  free  from  existence  (and) 
non-existence.2 

When  the  intelligence  (or  consciousness)  of  rising  and  setting  is  extinguished  in  the  mind,  then  it  is 
always  naturally  absorbed  in  deep  meditation. 

(4).  As  the  reflected  image  will  be  reunited  to  the  body  that  casts  the  reflection,  when  a  water-pot 
is  poured  out : 

So,  (says)  Kabir,  when  the  quality  of  error  is  broken,  is  the  mind  absorbed  in  the  Vacuum. 

II. 

(1).  Who  wear  Dhotis  of  three  yards  and  a  half  and  threefold  cords; 
On  whose  necks  are  rosaries  and  (in  whose)  hands  are  white  Lo^as : 
Those  cheats  of  Benares  are  not  called  the  saints  of  Hari. 

Pause. 
Such  saints  do  not  please  me. 

They  appropriate  to  themselves  fraudulently 3  the  tree  with  its  boughs. 
(2).  Having  scoured  the  vessels  they  put  them  on,  having  washed  the  wood  they  light  it. 
Digging  out  the  earth  they  make  two  fireplaces,  (but)  eat  whole  men. 

(3).  Those  sinners  go  about  continually  in  transgressions,  (yet)  it  is  said,  that  their  face  is  not  to 
be  touched. 

Continually  they  wander  about  in  egotism  and  drown  their  whole  family. 

(4).  To  what  one  is  applied,  to  that  he  sticks,  such  works  he  does. 

Kabir  says :  with  whom  the  true  Guru  meets,  he  is  no  more  regenerated  again. 

III. 

(1).  By  my  father  I  have  been  comforted. 

(My)  bed  is  pleasant,  nectar  is  put  into  my  mouth. 

How  shall  I  forget  that  father  from  (my)  mind  ? 

Having  gone  onwards  (to  the  next  world)  the  play  is  not  lost. 

Pause. 

My  mother  has  died,  I  am  quite  happy. 

(Though)  I  do  not  put  on  a  quilted  garment,  I  feel  no  cold. 

(2).   (I  am)  a  sacrifice  to  that  father,  by  whom  I  was  begotten. 

My  fellowship  with  the  five  is  dissolved. 

The  five  are  beaten  and  put  under  my  feet. 

By  remembering  Hari  my  body  and  mind  have  become  happy. 

(3).  My  father  is  the  great  Lord. 

How  shall  I  go  to  that  father  ? 

When  the  true  Guru  meets  with  (me),  then  the  way  is  shown. 

The  father  of  the  world  is  pleasing  to  my  mind. 

1  W{f3%,  from  the  Sansk.  ^W?T,  coming  on,  entrance  (into  a  body). 

z  The  words  of  this  line  are  somewhat  obscure ;  they  seem  to  refer  to  the  Supreme. 

3  TfirSTI^cAl)  v-a-  to  appropriate  fraudulently;  to  consume. 


654  BAG  ASA  ;   KABIR  IV.—  VI. 

(4).  I  am  thy  son,  thou  art  my  father. 

In  one  place  is  the  dwelling  of  (us)  both. 

Kablr  says  :  by  me  the  One  is  comprehended. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  all  has  become  known  to  me. 

IV. 
(1).  Into  one  vessel  having  filled  in  sweepings,'  into  one  vessel  having  filled  in  water, 
Round  about  sit  the  five  Jogls,  in  the  midst  the  nose-cut  wife  of  the  younger  brother. 

Pause. 

The  nose-cut  (woman)  (makes)  a  great  jingling  and  din. 

By  some  discriminating  man  the  din  is  cut  off. 

(2).  In  all  is  the  dwelling  of  the  nose-cut  woman,'  all  are  killed  by  the  sportswoman. 

I  am  the  sister  and  sister's  daughter  of  all,  by  whom  I  am  married,  his  slave  (I  am). 

(3).  Our  husband  is  a  great  discriminating  man,  he  himself  is  called  a  saint. 

He  is  standing  at  our  head,  no  other  comes  near  us. 

(4).  The  nose-cut  and  ear-cropped  (woman)  is  cut  and  beaten  out. 

Kabir  says :  the  (female)  enemy  of  the  saints  is  dear  to  the  three  worlds. 

V. 

(1).  The  Jogls,  ascetics,  austere  devotees  and  Sanyasis  wander  about  at  many  Tirthas. 
Those  with  plucked-out  hair,  those  with  the  Munj-cord,3  the  silent  ones,  those  who  are  wearing 
matted  hair,  are  dying  at  the  end. 


The  Tantras  are  attended  to  (by  them)  and  not  Bam. 

On  whose  tongue  is  put  the  name  of  Bam,  what  can  Yama 4  do  (to  him)  ? 

(2).  The  Shastras,  Vedas,  astrology  and  many  many  grammars  they  know. 

They  know  the  Tantras,  Mantras  and  all  medicines,  (yet)  at  the  end  they  must  die. 

(3).  (They  have)  enjoyment  of  dominion,  a  (royal)  umbrella,  a  throne  and  many  beautiful  women. 

Betel,  camphor,  perfume  and  sandal,  (yet)  at  the  end  they  must  die. 

(4).  All  the  Vedas,  Buranas  and  Smritis  are  searched  (by  them),  (but)  in  no  wise  are  they  spared. 

Kablr  says :  utter  Bam,  he  extinguishes  birth  and  death  ! 

VI. 

(1).  The  elephant  is  the  Bababi,  the  ox  the  timbrel,  the  crow  beats  the  cymbal. 

Having  put  on  short  breeches  the  donkey  dances,  the  (male)  buffalo  causes  worship  to  be  made. 

Pause. 

The  king  Bam  gets  cucumbers  and  balls  of  Dal  cooked  (in  ghee),  by  some  intelligent  one  they 
are  eaten. 

1  The  meaning  of  Gd<^i  <^d°M  is  somewhat  doubtful ;  the  traditional  explanation  of  the  Sikh  Granthls 
is  sweepings  (cf.  the  Hindi  gigf^). 

2  Apparently  the  Maya. 

3  Wfad  (5Jf^<T)  with  plucked-out  hair  =  the  Jainas.     a^frU  wearing  round  the  loins  a  cord  made  of 
the  fibres  of  munj,  i.e.  Bairagls. 

4  "H^AI  =  tTTi  7!J  being  a  meaningless  alliteration. 
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(2).  The  lion  sitting  in  the  house  prepares  betel-leaves,  the  mammoth-rat  brings  the  folded  up 
betel-leaves. 

In  every  house  the  mouse  sings  songs  of  rejoicing,  the  tortoise  blows  the  coneh. 
(3).  The  son  of  the  sterile  woman  is  gone  to  marry,  with  gold  the  sheds  *  are  decked. 
By  beauty  the  beautiful  girl  is  pierced,  by  the  hare  the  praises  of  the  lion  are  sung. 
(4).  Kablr  says  :  hear,  ye  saints  !  by  insects  a  mountain  is  eaten  up. 
The  tortoise  says :  I  churn  live  coals.     A  dark  word  is  pronounced  (here). 

VII. 

(1).  One  bag  (of)  seventy-two  depositories,  to  which  there  is  one  gate. 

The  earth,  of  the  nine  regions :  (who)  asks  (for  them),  that  Jog!  is  accomplished  in  the  world. 


Such  a  J5gi  obtains  the  nine  treasures. 

Taking  the  Brahm  of  the  bottom  he  makes  it  ascend  to  the  sky  {i.e.  the  head). 
(2).  Making  divine  knowledge  (and)  meditation  (his)  patched  quilt,  the  word  the  needle,  he  puts 
the  thread  into  the  head  (of  the  needle). 

Making  the  five  elements  (his)  deer-skin  he  walks  in  the  way  of  the  Guru. 

(3).  Making  compassion  (his)  crutch,3  the  body  a  smoking  fire,  he  kindles  the  fire  of  sight. 

Conceiving  love  to  him  in  his  heart  he  makes  deep  meditation  in  the  four  ages  (=  continually). 

(4).  The  whole  practice  of  Jog  is  the  name  of  Earn,  whose  the  body  and  soul  is. 

Kablr  says  :  if  he  bestows  mercy,  he  gives  the  true  sign  (of  himself). 

VIII. 

(1).  From  whence  have  Hindus  and  Turks  come  ?  by  whom  have  these  ways  been  started? 
Having  searched  and  reflected  in  (thy)  mind  tell  (me) :  by  whom  have  paradise  and  hell  been  made  ? 

Pause. 

0  Kazi,  what  book  is  expounded  by  thee  ? 

All  such,  as  are  reading  and  pondering  (on  the  book),  are  killed,  not  one  has  got  the  (true) 
knowledge. 

(2).  By  force  (and)  love  circumcision  is  made,  I  shall  not  agree  (to  it),  0  brother ! 

If  God  will  make  me  a  Turk,  I  shall  be  circumcised  by  himself. 

(3).  If  one  will  become  a  Turk  by  being  circumcised,  what  shall  be  done  with  a  woman? 

As  the  woman  does  not  give  up  her  half-bodied  state,  she  must  therefore  remain  a  Hindu. 

(4).  Giving  up  the  book  (  =  Qur'an)  adore  Bam,  0  silly  one,  thou  art  practising  heavy  oppression. 

Kablr  puts  his  trust  on  Bam,  the  Turks  are  consumed  and  defeated. 

IX. 

(1).  As  long  as  there  is  oil  in  the  lamp  and  in  (its)  mouth  a  wick,  so  long  every  (thing)  is  seen. 
("When)  the  oil  is  burnt  (and)  the  wick  is  stopped,  the  mansion  becomes  empty. 

Pause. 

0  silly  one,  nobody  protects  thee  in  (thy)  house. 
Mutter  that  name  of  Bam  ! 


1  MaTW  m-  a  s^e^  erected  for  the  performance  of  a  marriage. 

2  (SlOtH"  (Hindi :  qTR^-)  a  crutch,  on  which  a  Jogl  leans. 
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(2).  Whose  mother  (is  she),  say,  whose  father  (is  he),  the  wife  of  which  hushand  (is  she)  ? 

The  body  breaks  asunder,  no  one  asks  a  word,  "  carry  it  out,  carry  it  out,"  is  (the  word). 

(3).  The  mother  sitting  near  the  body  weeps,  they  have  taken  away  the  bier,  0  brother  ! 

Dishevelling  her  hair  the  wife  weeps,  (but)  the  soul  goes  alone. 

(4).  Kabir  says:  hear,  ye  saints!  on  account  of  the  ocean  of  existence 

Oppression  falls  on  the  head  of  this  servant,  Tama  does  not  recede  (from  me),  0  Lord ! 

ASA   OF   SRl   KABlR. 

Caupail} 

Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

I.     X. 

(1).  Sanak  and  Sanand  have  not  reached  (his)  end. 
Reading  continually  the  Veda  Brahma  has  wasted  his  time. 

Pause. 
Churn  the  churning  of  Hari,  0  my  brother ! 
Churn  naturally  so,  that  the  essence  do  not  go  ! 
(2).  Having  made  the  body  the  jar  churn  in  (thy)  mind  ! 
Into  this  jar  collect  the  word  (of  the  Guru) ! 
(3).  The  churning  of  Hari  is  the  reflection  of  the  mind. 
By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  thou  gettest  a  stream  of  nectar. 
(4).  Kabir  says  :  if  the  Lord  bestow  a  favourable  look  : 
Clinging  to  the  name  of  Ram  thou  passest  over  to  the  shore. 

II.     XL 

(1).  The  wick  is.  dried  up,  the  oil  is  exhausted. 

The  (large)  drum  does  not  sound,  the  actor  has  fallen  asleep. 

Pause. 
The  fire  is  extinguished,  no  smoke  has  issued  (from  it). 
The  One  is  contained  (in  all),  there  is  no  other. 
(2).  The  string  is  broken,  the  rabab  does  not  sound. 
By  error  (one's)  own  work  is  spoiled. 

(3).  There  is  continual  telling  and  relating  (of  stories  of  the  gods). 
When  understanding  has  set  in,  then  the  singing  is  forgotten. 
(4).  Kabir  says :   who  bruise  the  five  : 
From  them  the  highest  step  (of  emancipation)  is  not  far. 

III.     XII. 

(1).  As  many  faults  as  a  son  may  commit : 
The  mother  does  not  bear  them  in  her  mind. 

Pause. 
0  dear,  I  am  thy  son  ! 
Why  dost  thou  not  break  my  vice  ? 

1  Caupada,  consisting  of  four  verses  severally,  the  Italian  never  being  counted  as  a  separate  verse. 
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(2).  Though  (her  son)  run  away  having  caused  (her)  excessive  anger, 

Yet  the  mother  does  not  bear  it  in  mind. 

(3).  My  mind  has  fallen  into  the  house  of  anxiety. 

Without  the  name  how  shall  I  cross  over  ? 

(4).  Give  me  always  a  pure  mind  (and)  body ! 

Easily,  easily  Kablr  (then)  utters  thy  excellences. 

IV.     XIII. 
(1).  My  hajj  (pilgrimage)  is  on  the  bank  of  the  G5mti  (river), 
Where  dwells  (my)  Plr  wearing  a  yellow  robe. 


Vah!  vah!  how  well  is  he  singing! 

The  name  of  Hari  is  pleasing  to  my  mind  ! 

(2).  Narada  (and)  Sarada1  do  service  (to  him). 

At  his  side  sits  the  Lady  Lakshml  (as  his)  slave. 

(3).  On  his  neck  is  a  garland,  on  his  tongue  Earn. 

Taking  his  name  a  thousand  (times)  I  make  salutation  (to  him). 

(4).  Kablr  says  :  I  sing  the  excellences  of  Earn. 

Both,  Hindus  and  Turks,  I  let  know  (them). 


ASA     OF     SRI     KABIR;     PANCPADE. 

Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
I.      XIV. 

(1).  The  female  gardener  breaks  off  leaves,  in  the  leaves,  in  the  leaves  (there  is)  life. 
The  stone,  for  the  sake  of  which  she  breaks  off  the  leaves,  is  lifeless.2 

Pause. 
The  female  gardener  is  mistaken  therein. 
The  true  Guru  is  a  waking  God. 

(2).  Brahma  is  the  leaf,  Vishnu  the  bough,  Sankara  Deva  the  blossom. 
If  she  breaks  off  in  reality  the  three  gods,  whose  service  does  she  (then)  perform  ? 
(3).  A  stone  is  shaped  by  the  hammer  and  formed  into  an  image,  giving  it  a  breast  and  feet. 
If  this  image  be  true,  then  it  will  eat  the  hammerer. 
(4).  Cooked  rice  and  grain,3  pottage  and  hard  sweetmeats 
Are  enjoyed  by  the  enjoying  (priest),  in  the  mouth  of  this  image  are  ashes. 
(5).  The  female  gardener  is  mistaken,  the  world  is  led  astray,  (but)  we  are  not  led  astray. 
Kabir  says  :  we  are  preserved  (from  error)  by  Ram,  Hari,  the  king,  bestowing  mercy  (on  us). 

II.     XV. 
(1).  Twelve  years  of  childhood  have  passed,  twenty  years  no  austerity  has  been  practised. 
Thirty  years  God  has  not  at  all  been  worshipped ;  he  repents  when  he  has  become  old. 

1  +||d^.  =  1JTTTr>  a  name  of  Sarasvati. 

2  This  refers  to  the  stone  images  of  Shiva,  on  which  leaves  or  flowers  are  placed. 

3  t|f»Tf3'>  Sindhi  XfffTf ,  *./.  boiled  grain. 
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Pause. 

Saying  :   "mine,  mine,"  the  lifetime  is  gone. 
Having  dried  up  the  river,  he  has  sown  wheat. 

(2).  In  a  dried-up  pond  he  constructs  a  dyke,  in  a  reaped  field  his  hand  makes  a  fence. 
The  thief  has  come  and  quickly  carried  off  what  is  mine,1  bewildered  goes  the  watchman  about. 
(3).  The  feet,  the  head  and  the  hands  commence  to  tremble,  from  the  eyes  weak  water  flows. 
From  the  tongue  no  right  word  issues ;  should  he  then  entertain  a  longing  for  virtue  ? 
(4).  (If)  Hari  bestows  mercy,  then  he  practises  deep  meditation,  the  gain  of  the  name  of  Hari  is 
obtained. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  the  wealth  of  Hari  is  obtained,  going  off  at  the  end  it  goes  with  (him). 

(5).  Kablr  says  :  hear,  ye  saints  :  of  food  and  wealth  he  has  not  taken  a  bit  with  himself. 

The  summons  of  the  king  Gopal  having  come,  he  has  departed  abandoning  (his)  wealth  and  mansion. 

III.     XVI. 

(1).  To  some  one  silk-clothes  are  given,  to  some  one  a  bedstead  (strung  with)  tapes. 
Some  one  has  no  haystack  (nor)  old  quilt,  some  one  has  a  house  of  rice-straw. 


Envy z  and  dispute  should  not  be  made  (about  this),  0  mind ! 

Good  works  should  continually  be  done,  0  mind ! 

(2).  The  potter  applies  to  the  one  clay,  that  is  kneaded  (by  him),  colours  of  many  kinds. 

To  some  (vessel)  he  gives  a  fine  writing3  (like)  pearls;  to  some  one  he  applies  black  leprosy. 

(3).  To  the  miser  wealth  is  given  for  the  sake  of  keeping  it,  the  fool  says :  the  property  is  mine. 

"When  the  staff  of  Yama  is  struck  on  his  head,  the  matter  is  decided  in  a  moment. 

(4).  The  people  of  Hari  are  the  highest  devotees,  by  obeying  his  order  they  obtain  happiness. 

Who  takes  as  true,  what  pleases  him,  he  makes  his  order  dwell  in  (his)  mind. 

(5).  Kablr  says  :  hear,  ye  saints  !  (the  word) :   "  mine,  mine,"  is  false. 

Having  torn  the  rag 4  he  marches  off  the  dissolute  man,  the  fastened  5  boat  is  loosened. 

IV.     XVII. 

(1).  We  are  thy  poor  servants,  0  God,  thy  praise  pleases  (our)  mind. 

0  Allah,  thou  art  from  the  beginning  the  Lord  of  religion,  thou  dost  not  command  oppression. 

Pause. 

What  the  KazT  says  is  not  agreed  to  (by  God). 

(2).  He  keeps  fasts,  makes  prayers  (and  utters)  the  Kalimah,  (but)  paradise  does  not  accrue  (thereby). 

Seventy  Ka'bas  are  in  the  heart,  if  one  know  (it). 

(3).  That  is  prayer,  if  one  reflect  on  justice,  (that  is)  the  Kalimah,  if  one  know  wisdom. 

If  one  spread  out  (his)  prayer-carpet  having  robbed  the  five  (vices),  then  he  knows  religion. 

(4).  Learn  to  know  the  Lord  with  fear,  consider  egotism  insipid  and  destroy  it  in  (thy)  heart ! 

If,  having  informed  thy  own  self,  thou  knowest  others,  then  thou  wilt  become  a  partner  of  paradise. 

1  ^§\,  i.e.  $fo  ,  the  body  ;  the  7JTfcf3  is  the  soul  here. 

'  J^RldtT  *•/■  envy,  emulation,  Sansk.  $iqT- 

8  *to<3ivJ<»  =  *Jaul*5f  i  fine  writing.    f%T*lffri,  especially  here,  black  leprosy;  black  dots  all  over  as 
black  leprosy. 

4  RidJIi  »•>»•  rag  (Hind.  f^"^efiZ).    The  subject  of:  "he  marches  off,"  is  Yama. 

'  dNI  J\  ls  Part-  Past  °f  ^  Mid  A I  (Mar.  rTTTS'li).  to  fasten  to  a  post. 
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(5).  The  clay  is  one,  the  dress- wearers  are  manifold,  in  that  (circumstance)  Brahm  is  recognized. 
Kabir  says ;  having  given  up  paradise  (my)  mind  has  become  reconciled  with  hell. 

•  V.    XVIII. 

(1).  Not  a  drop  rains  in  the  city  of  the  sky; '  where  is  the  sound,  that  was  contained  therein? 
The  perfect  devotee,2  having  taken  the  Supreme  Brahm,  the  Lord  Madhava,  has  departed. 


0  father,  where  are  those  gone,  who  (were)  speaking  ? 

"Who  were  living  with  men,  dancing  with  intelligence  (and)  telling  stories  ancrtales  ? 
(2).  "Where  is  the  musician  gone  to,  by  whom  the  mansion  was  made? 
Evidence,  sound  (and)  intelligence  are  no  (longer)  produced,  all  vital  energy  is  taken  away. 
(3).  Thou  hast  become  impaired  in  (thy)  ears,  the  strength  of  thy  senses  is  exhausted. 
The  feet  are  stopped,  the  hands  have  sunk  down,  no  word  issues  from  the  mouth. 
(4).  The  five  attackers  are  worn  out,  all  the  thieves  by  their  own  error. 

"Worn  out  is  the  mind,  the  elephant,  the  breast  is  worn  out,  those  who  were  the  string-holders 
(managers)  are  sauntering  about. 

(5).  They  have  become  corpses,  the  ten  bonds  are  loosened,  friends  and  brothers,  all  are  left  behind. 
Kabir  says :  who  meditates  on  Hari,  he  is  living,  his  bonds  are  torn. 

VI.    XIX. 

(1).  No  one  is  stronger  than  the  female  snake  (  =  the  Maya), 
By  whom  Brahma,  Vishnu  and  Mahadev  have  been  deceived. 


Alas !  alas !  the  female  snake  has  entered  the  pure  water  ! 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  she  is  seen,  by  whom  the  three  worlds  are  bitten. 

(2).  "Why  do  you  say,  0  brother:  the  female  snake,  the  female  snake  is  eaten. 

By  whom  the  True  one  is  known,  by  him  the  female  snake  is  eaten. 

(3).  Nothing  is  more  empty  than  the  female  snake. 

(By  whom)  the  female  snake  is  overcome,  what  will  Tama  do  (to  him)  ? 

(4).  This  female  snake  has  been  made  by  him  (i.e.  God). 

What  is  strength  and  weakness?  it  is  from  him. 

(5).  (When)  she  is  indwelling  (in  man),  he  dwells  (in)  a  body.3 

By  the  favour  of  the  Guru  Kabir  crosses  easily  over. 

VII.    XX. 

(1).  "What  for  should  one  let  hear  the  Smriti  a  dog? 

"What  for  should  one  sing  the  praises  of  Hari  before  a  Sakat  ? 


(That)  Ram,  Ram,  Ram  is  contained  (in  all), 

Should  by  mistake  not  be  told  to  a  Sakat. 

(2).  "What  for  should  one  let  feed  a  crow  on  camphor  ? 

"What  for  should  one  give  milk  to  drink  to  a  black  snake  ? 

1  Very  likely  :  the  head  in  which  the  sound  is  said  to  be  produced. 
3  V<Wfa  (^TT|^)>  a  devotee  of  the  highest  order. 

3  The  sense  of  these   obscure  words  seems  to  be:  as  long  as  the  Maya  is  dwelling  in  man,  he  will  be 
subject  to  transmigration  (dwelling  in  a  body). 
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(3).  By  joining  the  society  of  the  pious  discrimination  and  intelligence  spring  up. 

By  the  touch  of  the  philosopher's  stone  the  iron  (becomes)  gold. 

(4).  The  Sakat,  the  dog,  does  (everything),  being  caused  to  do  it. 

What  is  written  from  the  beginning,  that  work  is  done. 

(5).  If  one  take  nectar  and  besprinkle  a  Nlm-tree  : 

Its  nature  does  not  leave  it,  says  Kablr. 

VIII.     XXI. 

(1).  (There  may  be)  a  fort  like  that  of  Lanka,  a  moat  like  the  ocean — 
In  the  house  of  that  Bavan  no  information  was  received. 


What  shall  I  ask  for,  as  I  cannot  make  anything  durable  ? 

Whilst  looking  on  with  (my)  eyes  the  world  has  passed  away. 

(2).  (There  may  be)  a  Lakh  of  sons,  one  and  twenty-five  Lakhs  of  grandsons — 

In  the  house  of  that  Bavan  there  is  no  lamp  nor  lamp-wick. 

(3).  In  whose  (house)  by  the  moon  and  the  sun  the  kitchen  is  heated. 

In  whose  (house)  fire  washes  the  clothes. 

(4).  (Whom)  the  instruction  of  the  Guru  makes  dwell  in  the  name  of  Bam : 

He  remains  firm  and  does  not  go  anywhere. 

(5).  Kabir  says  :  hear,  ye  people  ! 

Without  the  name  of  Bam  final  emancipation  is  not  effected. 

IX.     XXII. 

(1).  First  is  the  son,  afterwards  the  mother. 
The  Guru  clings  to  the  feet  of  his  disciple. 

Pause. 
Hear  one  wonderful  thing,  0  brother  ! 
(I)  see,  that  the  lion  is  pasturing  the  cows. 
(2).  The  fish  of  the  water  is  delivered  of  young  on  a  tree. 
(I)  see,  (that)  the  cat  has  carried  off  the  dog. 
(3).  Below  is  the  Bebaisa,  above  its  root.1 
To  the  stem  of  that  stick  fruits  and  blossoms. 
(4).  Mounting  a  horse  the  buffalo  goes  out  to  pasture  (cattle). 
Without  the  bullock  the  sack  has  come  to  the  house. 
(5).  Kabir  says  :  who  comprehends  this  verso  : 
To  him,  uttering  Bam,  all  is  manifest. 

ASA;    TEIPADE   OF   SRI   KABIR. 

I.     XXIII. 

(1).  By  whom  the  body  is  made  from  a  drop  (of  semen),  (by  him)  he  (i.e.  man)  is  preserved  in  the 
basin  of  fire  (i.e.  the  belly). 

Ten  months  he  is  kept  in  the  belly  of  the  mother,  (then)  the  Maya  again  sticks  to  him. 

1  cft^n  (Pers.  tj*\+)j),  a  plant  of  an  acid  juice,  Rheum  palmatum.    Some  MSS.  read  1{&,  which  gives 
no  sense  ;  the  right  reading,  as  supported  by  the  best  MSS.,  is  *J55,  the  root. 
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Why  do  men  cling  to  covetousness  and  waste  their  lifetime,  the  jewel  ? 

In  a  former  birth  no  seed  has  been  sown  by  them  on  the  field  of  works. 

(2).  From  a  child  (man)  has  become  old,  what  was  to  happen,  that  has  come  to  pass. 

When  Tama  comes  and  seizes  him  by  the  hair,  why  does  he  then  weep  ? 

(3).  He  entertains  hope  of  life,  (whilst)  Yama  watches  his  breath. 

The  world  is  a  play,  0  Kabir !  throw  the  dice  with  care  ! 

II.     XXIV. 

(1).  My  body  and  also  my  mind  I  make  the  kusumbha  dye-stuff,  the  five  elements  the  companions 
in  the  marriage  procession. 

With  king  Earn  I  go  round  (the  wedding-fire),  (my)  soul  is  steeped  in  his  love. 


Sing,  sing,  0  bride,  a  beautiful  song  of  blessing  ! 
Xing  Ham,  (my)  husband,  has  come  to  my  house. 

(2).  In  the  lotus-navel  the  altar  is  erected,  the  knowledge  of  Brahm  is  uttered. 
That  king  Ram  is  obtained  as  bridegroom,  so  great  is  my  lot ! 

(3).  The  gods  and  Munis  nave  come  to  the  spectacle,  by  the  thirty-three  crores  (of  gods)  (this 
matter)  is  known. 

Kabir  says  :  having  married  me  the  (divine)  male,  the  One  Lord,  is  gone. 

III.     XXV. 

(1).  I  am  grieved  by  the  mother-in-law  and  beloved  by  the  father-in-law,  of  the  name  of  the  elder 
brother  I  am  afraid,  -0  dear  ! 

(My)  friend  and  companion  is  (my)  negligent  sister-in-law,  by  separation  from  my  husband's  younger 
brother  I  burn,  0  dear  ! 

Pause. 

My  mind  has  run  mad,  I  have  forgotten  Earn,  in  what  manner  shall  I  get  on,  0  dear ! 

Who  is  dallying  (with  me)  on  the  bed,  him  I  do  not  see  with  my  eyes,  to  whom  shall  I  tell  this 
pain,  0  dear ! 

(2).  The  father  quarrels  with,  the  children,  the  mother  is  always  drunk. 

When  I  am  in  the  society  of  the  elder  brother,  then  I  am  dear  to  (my)  Lord. 

(3).  Kabir  says :  the  five  (vices)  are  quarrelling,  in  quarrelling  the  lifetime  is  wasted. 

By  the  false  Maya  the  whole  world  is  bound,  by  uttering  Ram  I  have  obtained  happiness. 

IV.     XXVI. 

(1).  In  our  house  the  string  of  the  body  is  continually  stretched  out,  on  thy  breast  is  a  sacrificial  thread. 
Thou  readest  the  Veda  and  the  Gayatrl,  in  our  heart  is  Govind. 

Pause. 
On  my  tongue  is  Vishnu,  in  my  eyes  Narayan,  in  my  heart  dwells  Govind. 
When  at  the  gate  of  Yama  he  will  ask  (thee),  0  fool,  what  wilt  thou  say  (to)  Mukand  ? ' 
(2).  We  are  the  cattle,  thou  art  the  cowherd,  0  Lord,  who  art  our  keeper  through  the  several  births. 
Thou  pasturest  (us),  never  bringing  (us)  to  the  other  side,  what  a  Lord  of  ours  art  thou  ! 
(3).  Thou  art  a  Brahman,  I  am  a  weaver  of  KashI  (Benares),  understand  my  (divine)  knowledge! 
Thou  petitionest  kings  and  Rajas,  my  meditation  is  with  Hari. 


:  Wfe  =  Sansk.  *T$^> 


a  name  of  Vishnu. 
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V.     XXVII. 

(1).  The  life  in  the  world  is  like  a  dream,  life  is  similar  to  a  dream. 

Considering  it  as  true  we  made  friendship  (with  it),  abandoning  the  treasure  of  virtue. 


0  father,  friendship  has  been  made  (by  me  with)  the  infatuation  of  the  Maya, 

By  whom  the  jewel  of  divine  knowledge  has  been  snatched  away  (from  me). 

(2).  The  moth  seeing  with  its  eyes  (the  light)  sticks  to  it,  the  brute  does  not  see  the  fire. 

The  foolish  one  does  not  regard  the  noose  of  death,  the  woman  clings  to  gold. 

(3).  Reflect  and  remove  (thy)  disease,  that  One  is  the  saviour  of  those,  who  are  saved. 

Kabir  says  :  such  is  the  life  of  the  world  (  =the  Supreme),  there  is  no  other. 

VI.  XXVIII. 

(1).  Then  (  =  formerly)  I  made  many  forms,1  now  no  form  is  again  made  (by  me). 

The  thread,  string  and  musical  instrument,  all  are  worn  out,  the  name  of  Ram  is  sufficient  (to  me). 

Pause. 
Now  no  dancing  comes  (into  my  mind). 
My  mind  does  not  heat  drums. 

(2).  The  body  of  lust  and  passion  is  taken  and  burnt,  the  jug  of  thirst  has  burst. 
The  breeches  of  lust  have  become  old,  error  is  gone,  all  is  off! 
(3).  All  beings  are  considered  as  one,  dispute  and  contention  are  stopped. 
Kabir  says:  I  have  obtained  the  all-filling  (Supreme),  the  favours  of  Ram  are  bestowed  (on  me). 

VII.  XXIX. 

(1).  He  keeps  fasts,  he  appeases  Allah,  (bub)  for  (his)  relish  he  kills  living  beings. 
He  looks  on  himself,  (but)  not  on  others,  what  for  does  he  prate  ? 

Pause. 

0  KazI,  the  one  Lord  is  in  thee,  (he  is)  thine,  dost  thou  not  see  (him),  having  meditated  and 
reflected  (on  him)  ? 

Thou  dost  not  inform  (thyself),  0  thou  mad  one  in  religion  !  therefore  (thy  human)  birth  is  of 
no  account. 

(2).  Thou  expoundest  the  book  right,  that  Allah  is  no  woman  (nor)  man. 

(But)  by  reading  and  re-perusing  nothing  (is  effected),  0  mad  one,  when  there  is  no  information  in 
the  heart. 

(3).  Allah  is  concealed  within  everybody,  reflect  (on  him)  in  thy  heart! 

In  both,  Hindus  and  Turks,  is  the  One,  thus  says  Kabir  with  a  loud  voice. 

VIII.  XXX. 

(1).  Decoration  is  made  for  the  sake  of  a  meeting. 

(But)  Hari  has  not  met  (me),  the  life  of  the  world,  the  Lord. 


Hari  is  my  beloved,  I  am  the  wife  of  Hari. 

Ram  is  great,  I  am  small  and  tiny. 

(2).  The  living  together  of  the  woman  and  the  beloved, 

The  meeting  on  one  bed  is  difficult. 

'  The  sense  is :  formerly  I  made  many  garbs  or  outward  appearances. 
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(3).  Blessed  is  the  married  woman,  who  is  pleasing  to  her  beloved. 
Kablr  says :  she  is  no  more  subject  to  regeneration. 

ASA;     DTJPADE    OF    SEI    KABfB. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
I.     XXXI. 
(1).  A  diamond  is  piercing  a  diamond,  (thus)  a  pure  '  mind  is  naturally  reabsorbed  (into  the  Supreme). 
Every  light  is  pierced  by  this  diamond,  it  is  obtained  in  the  words  of  the  true  Guru. 

Pause. 
The  story  about  Hari  is  an  unutterable  word. 
Having  become  a  gander  recognize  and  take  the  diamond  ! 2 
(2).  Kablr  says :  such  a  diamond  is  seen,  it  is  contained  in  the  world. 
The  hidden  diamond  becomes  manifest,  when  the  abstruse  things  are  (clearly)  shown. 

II.     XXXII. 

(1).  The  first  (wife  was)  ugly,  of  low  caste,  of  ill-boding  features,  wicked  in  the  house   of  her 
father-in-law  (and)  in  her  father's  house. 

The  present  (wife)  is  beautiful,  intelligent,  of  auspicious  features,  easily  child-bearing. 


It  was  lucky,  that  my  first  wife  died. 

May  she,  whom  I  keep  now,  live  through  all  ages  ! 

(2).  Kablr  says :  when  the  little  one  came,  the  good  fortune  of  the  big  one  ceased. 

Now  that  the  little  one  is  with  me,  another  (husband)  is  taken  by  the  elder  one. 

III.    XXXIII. 
(1).  The  name  of  my  daughter-in-law  (was)  Dhanla  (mistress). 
Now  the  name  of  Ram-jania  3  is  given  (to  her). 


By  these  shaven  heads4  my  house  is  made  gloomy. 
They  have  put  (my)  son  to  the  uttering  of  Bam ! 
(2).  Kablr  says :  hear,  0  my  mother ! 
By  these  shaven  heads  my  (low)  caste  is  done  away. 

I.     XXXIV. 

Pause. . 

Bemain,  remain,  0  my  wife,  do  not  put  a  cloak  (veil  over  thy  face) ! 

At  the  time  of  the  end  thou  wilt  not  obtain  a  screen. 

(1).  Having  put  on  a  veil  thy  (companions  or  friends) 5  are  gone  onwards  (to  the  other  world). 

Do  thou  not  stick  to  their  society  (or  road) ! 

1  1f?75,  here  very  likely  =  t|  |<^A,  which  all  MSS.  exhibit. 

1  The  »JTf  (gander)  is  said  to  know  the  diamonds  and  to  devour  them. 

3  dl*i"HA\WT>  *■*■  maid-servant  of  Ram. 

4  jf^-  s.m.  a  contemptuous  term  for  a  Sanyasi  or  Bairagi,  because  they  shave  their  heads  wholly. 

5  %^\,  thy  (people  or  friends),  no  substantive  being  mentioned. 
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(2).  The  greatness  of  putting  on  a  veil  is  this, 

(That)  the  wife  is  welcome  for  ten  or  five  days. 

(3).  Thy  veil  is  then  quite  true, 

When  singing  the  praises  of  Hari  thou  jumpest  and  dancest. 

(4).  Kabir  says :  the  wife  is  then  winning  (the  game), 

When  singing  the  excellences  of  Hari  she  passes  her  lifetime. 

II.     XXXV. 

(1).  Better  is  a  saw  (put  on  my  neck),  than  that  thou  turn  away  (from  me). 
Cling  to  my  neck,  hear  my  entreaty  ! 

Pause. 
I  am  a  sacrifice  (to  thee),  turn  thy  face  (to  me),  0  beloved ! 
Why  dost  thou  turn  away  from  me,  (why)  dost  thou  beat  me  ? 
(2).  When  thou  splittest  (my)  body  (in  two),  I  do  not  move  back  my  limbs. 
Though  my  body  fall  (to  the  ground),  I  do  not  break  my  love. 
(3).  Between  me  and  thee  there  is  no  other. 
Thou  art  (my)  dear  husband,  I  am  (thy)  wife. 
(4).  Kabir  says :  hear,  0  Loi !  -1 
Now  no  confidence  is  put  in  thee. 

III.  XXXVI. 

Pause. 
By  no  one  is  the  secret  of  the  weaver  known. 
The  whole  world  is  stretched  out  (by  him)  as  a  warp. 
(1).  When  thou  hearest  the  Veda  and  the  Puranas : 
Then  (by  me)  a  warp  of  such  extent  is  spread  out. 
(2).  Of  earth  and  heaven  (my)  workshop 2  is  made. 
Sun  and  moon,  both  I  make  go  with  (me). 

(3).  Joining  the  feet  one  roll  was  made,  then  (my)  mind  was  pleased  by  the  strings. 
The  weaver  knows  his  own  house,  Earn  is  known  (as  being)  in  his  very  heart. 
(4).  Kabir  says :  the  workshop  is  broken  up, 
(When)  the  threads  are  joined  with  the  threads  on  the  border. 

IV.  XXXVII. 

(1).  Within  his  heart  is  filthiness,  though  he  bathe  at  a  Tlrtha;  he  will  not  go  to  paradise. 
By  the  belief  of  the  people  nothing  is  effected,3  Bam  is  not  ignorant. 

Pause. 
Adore  Bam,  the  One  God ! 
The  service  of  the  Guru  is  true  bathing. 

(2).  If  by  immersion  in  the  water  salvation  be  obtained,  (know),  the  frogs  bathe  continually. 
As  the  frogs,  so  are  those  men ;  again  and  again  they  fall  into  the  womb. 

1  35TfV  's  said  t°  have  been  the  name  of  Kablr's  wife. 

2  TJPfa"  =  Persian  sls^li,  workshop. 

3  The  sense  is :  the  opinion  or  belief  of  the  people,  that  they  will  go  to  paradise,  avails  nothing. 
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(3).  If  the  hard-hearted  one  die  at  Benares,  he  is  not  saved  (from)  hell. 

If  the  saint  of  Hari  die  at  Haramba,  he  saves  his  whole  relationship. 

(4).  ("Where  there)  is  no  day  and  night,  no  Veda  and  Shastra,  there  dwells  the  Formless  one. 

Kabir  says :  meditate  on  that  divine  male,  0  foolish  world  ! 


ASA;    THE   WORD  OF   SRI  NAMDEV. 

Om !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 
-I. 
(1).  The  One  is  diffused  in  the  many  (and)  all-filling,  wherever  I  see,  there  is  he. 
By  the  beautiful  mirage  of  the  Maya  (the  world)  is  deluded,  some  rare  one  comprehends  (the  truth). 


All  is  G5vind,  all  is  G5vind,  without  Govind  there  is  no  other. 

As  in  one  string  there  are  seven  thousand  beads,  (so)  is  that  Lord  lengthwise  and  crosswise. 

(2).  A  wave  of  water,  froth  and  bubble  do  not  become  separate  from  the  water. 

This  world  is  the  sport  of  the  Supreme  Brahm,  playing  about  he  does  not  become  another. 

(3).  False  is  error  and  a  dream  is  desire,  the  true  object  is  known  (from  the  Guru). 

The  desire  for  good  works  is  taught  by  the  Guru,  in  being  awake  the  mind  is  reconciled. 

(4).  Namdev  says  :  look  at  the  arrangement  of  Hari  and  reflect  in  thy  heart ! 

In  everybody  and  contiguous  to  all  is  only  that  One  Murari. 

II. 

(1).  A  jar  is  taken  and  filled  with  water,  (that)  I  may  bathe  the  Lord. 

Forty-two  Lakhs  of  living  beings  are  produced  in  the  water,  to  Blthal,1  0  brother,'  what  shall  I  do? 


Wherever  I  go,  there  Blthal  is,  0  brother ! 

He  is  very  joyful  and  always  playful. 

(2).  Flowers  are  brought,  a  garland  is  made  up,  I  perform  worship  to  the  Lord. 

First  the  scent  is  taken  away  by  the  black  bees,  what  shall  I  do  to  Blthal,  0  brother  ? 

(3).  Milk  is  brought  and  Khir 3  cooked,  (that)  I  may  make  an  offering  of  eatables  to  the  Lord. 

First  the  milk  is  defiled  by  the  calf,  what  shall  I  do  to  Blthal,  0  brother  ? 

(4).  Here  is  Blthal,  there  is  Blthal,  without  Blthal  the  world  is  not. 

In  every  place,  says  JSama,  in  all  thou  art  fully  contained. 

III. 

(1).  My  mind  is  a  yard,  my  tongue  a  pair  of  scissors. 
Measuring  and  measuring  I  cut  off  the  noose  of  Yama. 

Pause. 
"What  shall  I  do  with  (my)  caste,  what  shall  I  do  with  my  brotherhood  ? 
Day  and  night  I  mutter  the  name  of  Ram. 
(2).  With  dye-stuff  I  colour,  a  seam  I  sew. 
"Without  the  name  of  Ram  I  do  not  live  twenty-four  minutes. 

1  fcTldSE  =  f%¥*T  >  Vishnu,  apparently  a  Prakrit  dimin.  of  the  p.  part.  fkfE :  he  who  is  contained  (in  all), 
i  my  Sindtii  Gram.  Introd.  p.  xlii. 

2  §35T  =  3TSft35T.  an  old  form  of  the  diminutive  (55  =  3),  from  3T^,  brother. 

3  tftcJ.  rice  boiled  in  milk. 
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(3).  I  perform  worship,  I  sing  tlie  excellences  (of  Hari). 
Through  the  eight  watches  I  meditate  on  my  Lord. 
(4).  The  needle  is  of  gold,  of  silver  the  thread. 
The  mind  of  Kama,  is  applied  to  Hari. 

IV. 

(1).  The  snake  drops  its  skin,  (but)  does  not  give  up  (its)  poison, 
As  the  heron  makes  meditation  in  the  water.1 

Pause. 
"What  for  is  meditation  made  and  recitation  (of  the  name), 
"When  one's  mind  is  not  pure  ? 

(2).  (Like)  a  lion,2  who  knows  man  to  be  (his)  food : 
So  the  cheat  expounds  God. 
(3).  0  Lord  of  Kama,3  give  up  the  contention! 
Drink  the  elixir  of  Ram,  0  deceitful  one ! 

V. 

(1).  Who  will  know  the  Supreme  Brahm,  he  will  please  him. 

By  (which)  devotees  Ram  is  kept  in  mind,  they  will  stop  (keep  firmly)  their  thoughtless  mind. 

Pause. 
0  mind,  how  wilt  thou  cross  over?  the  ocean  of  the  world  is  a  water  of  poison. 
Having  seen  the  false  Maya  thou  art  led  astray,  0  mind  ! 

(2).  In  the  house  of  a  calico-printer  birth  was  given  (to  me);  by  the  instruction  of  the  Guru,  0  brother! 
(And)  by  the  favour  of  the  saints  Kama  has  met  with  Hari. 


ASA;    THE  "WORD   OF   SRI   RAVIDAS. 
Om !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 
I. 
(1).  The  deer,  the  fish,  the  black  bee,  the  moth,  the  elephant  are  (all)  destroyed  by  one  (and  the 
same)  fault. 

In  whom  are  the  five  incurable  faults,  how  much  hope  has  he  ? 


0  Madhava,  affection  is  entertained  for  ignorance. 
The  lamp  of  discrimination  is  dirty. 

(2).  The  thoughtless  one  is  produced  in  the  womb  of  an  animal,  (he  who  is)  indifferent  to  religious 
merit  (or)  demerit. 

The  human  birth  is  hard  to  obtain,  in  that  (human)  society  (also)  he  is  low. 

(3).  As  far  as  living  creatures  are,  they  are  subject  to  destiny. 

At  the  end  they  are  entangled  in  the  noose  of  death,  (against  which)  no  contrivance  avails  anything. 

(4).  Ravidas,  the  slave  of  slaves,  (says):  abandon  error,  the  knowledge  of  the  Guru  is  the  austerity 
of  austerities. 

The  supreme  bliss,  that  is  taking  away  the  fear  of  (his)  devotees,  consider  as  the  primary  cause ! 

1  The  comparison  is  only  hinted  at  and  must  be  supplied  from  the  context.  As  the  snake,  etc.,  so  does 
he  ;  as  the  heron,  etc.,  so  is  his  meditation. 

2  fif^rS  a  l'on»  ~3  being  in  Marathi  an  emphatic  affix.  8  These  words  are  addressed  to  a  Brahman. 
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II. 

(1).  The  saints — with  thee  (their)  body  (and)  soul  is  coherent. 

(By)  the  knowledge  of  the  tr^e  Guru  the  saints  know  (thee),  0  God  of  gods ! 

Pause. 
May  the  society  of  the  saints,  the  flavour  of  the  story  of  the  saints, 
The  love  of  the  saints  be  given  to  me,  0  God  of  gods ! 
(2).  The  deportment  of  the  saints,  the  way  of  the  saints  (I  ask  for). 
(I  am)  the  slave  of  slaves  (to  them). 

(3).  One  thing  more  I  ask,  the  gem  of  devotion,  that  is  granting  all  desires. 
Let  (me)  not  be  written  together  with  the  unholy  and  sinners ! 
(4).  Eavidas  says  :  who  knows  (this),  he  is  wise : 
(That)  between  the  saints  and  the  endless  (Supreme)  there  is  no  difference. 

III. 

(1).  Thou  art  the  sandal- tree,  we  helpless  ones  are  the  castor-oil  tree,  with  thee  there  is  perfume. 
From  a  low  tree  (we)  have  become  a  high  (tree),  (our)  bad  smell  is  banished T  by  (thy)  good  smell. 


0  Madhava,  the  society  of  the  saints  is  in  thy  asylum ! 

We  are  vicious,  thou  art  (our)  benefactor ! 

(2).  Thou  art  twisted  silk,  white  and  yellow,  we  are  helpless  like  worms. 

"We  cling  to  the  society  of  the  pious,  0  Madhava,  like  the  bee  to  honey. 

(3).  My  caste  is  low,  my  brotherhood  is  low,  low  is  my  birth. 

No  worship  of  king  Earn  has  been  made  (by  me),  says  Eavidas,  the  Camar  (tanner). 

IV. 

(1).  "What  is  done,2  when  the  body  is  broken  to  pieces? 
"When  the  love  (to  thee)  goes,  then  thy  people  are  afraid. 


(Their)  mind  is  wandering  about  thy  lotus-foot. 

Drinking  (nectar)  the  wealth  of  Earn  is  obtained  (by  them). 

(2).  A  mass  of  fortune  and  misfortune  is  the  wealth  of  the  Maya. 

Thy  people  are  not  immersed  in  it. 

(3).  By  the  rope  of  love  thy  people  are  bound. 

Eavidas  says  :  how  shall  I  escape  from  it  ? 

V. 
Pause. 
Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  Hari,  Hari ! 

Eemembering  Hari  (his)  people  have  got  safely  through  and  crossed. 
(1).  By  the  name  of  Hari  Kabir  (is)  famous. 
The  papers  (=  accounts)  of  several  births  are  cut  to  pieces. 
(2).  Mmdev  gave  to  the  stooping  (idol  of  Hari)  milk  to  drink. 
He  came  no  (more)  into  the  perplexity  of  regeneration  in  the  world. 
(3).  Humble  Eavidas  is  imbued  with  love  to  Earn. 
Thus  he  is  not  going  to  hell  by  the  favour  of  the  Guru. 

1  fzS^TTT.  from  f?5"<?T*ic*T  =  f^TOT.  to  banish. 

2  The  sense  is  :  it  is  of  no  consequence. 
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VI. 


How  is  the  idol  of  clay 1  dancing ! 

It  sees,  sees,  hears,  speaks,  it  is  running  about  and  returning. 

(1).  When  it  gets  something,  then  it  is  proud. 

When  the  Maya  (worldly  property)  is  gone,  then  it  begins  to  weep. 

(2).  The  mind  is  longing  for  pleasures  in  words  and  deeds. 

When  it  is  extinct,  it-is  absorbed  in  some  place. 

(3).  Eavidas  says  :  the  world  is  a  sport,  0  brother  ! 

I  entertain  love  to  the  exhibitor  of  the  sport. 


ASA.     THE  WOED  OF  THE  BHAGAT  DHANNA.' 
Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 


Wandering  and  turning  about  many  births  have  passed,  body  and  mind  have  not  become  sedate  by  wealth. 

Covetousness  is  poison ;  (man)  is  greedy  for  and  attached  to  lust,  in  (his)  mind  the  Lord,  the  diamond, 
is  forgotten. 

(1).  The  fruit  of  poison  tastes  sweet  to  the  foolish  mind,  light  ways  and  sober  ways  are  not  known  (by  it).3 

Love  to  the  excellences  (of  Hari)  is  cut  off,  birth  and  death  of  other  kinds  is  again  expanded. 

(2).  In  whose  heart  devotion  does  not  dwell,  they  quickly  fall  into  the  net  and  noose  of  Tama. 

Fruits  of  poison  are  collected  and  filled  into  (their)  mind,  thus  the  supreme  divine  male,  the  Lord, 
is  forgotten  from  (their)  mind. 

(3).  The  entrance  into  divine  knowledge  is  given  (by)  the  blessed  Guru,  the  mind  given  to  medita- 
tion (becomes)  of  one  form  (with  the  Supreme). 

By  them,  who  are  given  to  devotion  with  love,  happiness  is  known,  they  become  fully  satiated  and 
emancipated. 

(4).  Into  whose  understanding 4  light  has  entered,  (by  him)  the  imperishable  Lord  is  known, 

Dhanna  has  obtained  the  wealth  of  him,  who  is  upholding  the  earth,  having  met  with  the  saints  he 
is  absorbed  (in  him). 

MAH  ALA  V.     (EPILOGUE  OF  AEJUN.) 

II. 

Pause. 

With  Govind,  Govind,  Govind  the  mind  of  Namdev  was  taken  up. 

The  calico-printer,  who  was  worth  half  a  Dam,  became  worth  a  Lakh  (of  Eupees). 

( 1 ) .  Kabir  was  weaving  and  stretching ;  having  given  it  up  he  became  delighted  with  the  feet  (of  Hari) . 

The  low-caste  weaver  became  profound  in  virtues. 

(2).  Eavidas  was  continually  carrying  cattle,6  he  gave  up  the  Maya. 

He  became  manifest  in  the  society  of  the  pious,  he  obtained  the  sight  of  Hari. 

1  *rra\  7  \!3"3T>  idol  of  clay  =  man. 

2  Dhanna  is  said  to  have  been  a  Jat ;  no  particulars  about  his  life  are  known. 

3  &T3  f<?BT3>  literally:  light  habits  and  sober  reflection,  or  as  we  should  say  :   he  does  not  care  for 
what  is  right  or  wrong. 

4  JWr©1  m-  (Sindhi  ^PTT^O  understanding. 

5  Carrying  cattle,  i.e.  carrying  the  hides  of  cattle,  for  he  was  a  ^HT<J ,  tanner. 
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(3).  Suinu,  the  barber,  was  an  idol-maker,  he  was  heard  in  every  house. 

The  Supreme  Brahm  dwelled  in  his  heart,  he  was  numbered  among  the  devotees. 

(4).  Having  heard  this  proceeding  the  Jat  (Dhanna)  rose  and  gave  himself  to  devotion. 

The  Lord  appeared  (to  him),  Dhanna  was  very  fortunate. 

III.     (BY  DHANNA.) 


0  mind,  why  dost  thou  not  keep  in  mind  the  merciful  Damodar  ?  thou  knowest  there  is  no  other. 
Though  thou  runnest  about  in  the  universe  (and  the  nine)  regions — what  the  creator  does,  that 
takes  place. 

(1).  In  the  water  of  the  belly  of  the  mother  the  body  is  made  (and)  ten  openings  (to  it). 
Giving  food  he  preserves  (the  body  of  the  embryo)  in  the  fire  (of  the  womb) ;  such  is  our  Lord. 
(2).  The  tortoise  is  in  the  water,  its  offspring  is  outside  (the  water),  they  have  no  wing  nor  milk.1 
Know  and  see,  that  the  all-filling,  heart-ravishing  supreme  bliss  is  in  (thy)  heart ! 
(3).  A  worm  remains  concealed  in  a  stone,  it  has  no  way. 
Dhanna  says  :  he  is  (also)  filling  (it)  ;  0  my  soul,  be  not  afraid  ! 


ASA;    THE  WOKD  OF  SHEKH  FAEID. 

Om  !  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

I. 

(1).  Who  have  love  (to  God)  from  (their)  heart,  they  are  true. 

In  whose  mind  is  another  and  in  the  mouth  another,  they  are  called  raw. 


(Who)  are  steeped  in  the  love  of  God  and  who  delight  in  his  sight,  (they  are  true). 

By  whom  the  name  is  forgotten,  they  have  become  a  burden  upon  the  earth. 

(2).  Who  are  applied  by  himself  to  the  hem  of  his  garment,  they  are  (true)  Darveshes  of  his  gate. 

Blessed  is  the  mother,  who  has  given  birth  to  them,  they  are  fruitful. 

(3).  Thou  art  the  preserver,  boundless,  inconceivable,  endless. 

By  whom  the  True  one  has  been  known,  their  feet  I  kiss. 

(4).  (I  flee)  to  thy  asylum,  0  God,  thou  art  the  donor  ! 2 

May  the  happiness  of  (thy)  servioe  be  given  to  Shekh  Farid  ! 

II. 

(1).  Shekh  Farid  says :  0  dear,  for  Allah's  sake  (mind  this) ! 
This  body  will  become  vile  dust  in  the  house  of  the  grave. 


To-day  there  is  meeting,  0  Shekh  Farid,  do  not  look  at  the  cranes,  do  not  mind  (thy)  desires ! 

(2).  If  I  know,  that  I  must  die  and  that  there  is  no  returning  : 

One  should  not  cling  to  the  false  world,  (but)  part  with  one's  own  self. 

(3).  True  piety  should  be  spoken,  falsehood  should  not  be  spoken  ! 

The  way,  which  the  Guru  shows,  that,  0  disciple,  should  be  gone ! 

1  The  sense  is:  though  the  young  ones  of  the  tortoise  are  left  to  themselves,  yet  God  is  preserving  them. 

2  'Enj'feaft  a  barbarous  corruption  of  t[lfjfeT  (for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme). 
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(4).  When  the  fop  passes  over,  the  mind  of  the  woman  is  comforted. 
(But  after)  the  gold-like  sides  are  split  by  the  saw.1 
(5).  0  Shekh :  no  one  remains  firm  in  the  life  (and)  in  the  world. 
On  the  seat,  we  are  seated  upon,  how  many  have  been  sitting  and  gone  off ! 

(6).  In  (the  month  of)  Katik  (come)  the  cranes,  in  Cet  (there  is)  the  burning  (of  the  jungles),  in 
Savan  there  are  lightnings. 

In  the  cold  season  the  small  arms  are  beautiful  (being  laid  round)  the  neck  of  the  beloved. 

(7).  The  passers  on  are  gone  having  reflected  in  (their)  mind  : 

In  joining  together  there  are  six  months,  in  being  broken  there  is  (only)  one  moment. 

(8).  The  earth  asks  the  heaven,  0  Farld:  where  are  the  boatmen  gone  to  ? 

The  women  make  reproaches  to  the  men,  the  soul  bears  up  (with  it). 

1  The  sense  is :  as  a  punishment  in  hell  for  adultery. 


CONCLUSION    OF    THE    BAG    ASA. 
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SLOKS    OF    THE    BHAGAT    KABIR.1 
Om  !  By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

(1).  Kabir  (says)  :  my  rosary  (is,  that)  on  my  tongue  is  Earn. 

(He  is)  at  the  beginning,  before  the  Tugas,  the  comfort  and  repose  of  all  devotees. 

(2).  Kabir  (says)  :  every  one  is  laughing  at  my  caste. 

(I  am)  a  sacrifice  to  this  caste,  by  which  the  creator  is  muttered. 

(3).  0  Kabir !  why  dost  thou  totter,  why  dost  thou  shake  thy  soul? 

Earn  is  the  Lord  of  all  comforts,  drink  the  juice  of  the  name  ! 

(4).  0  Kabir!  (though)  earrings  of  gold  be  made  and  rubies  be  set  upon  them: 

They  look  like  a  burnt  reed,  in  whom  the  name  is  not. 

(5).  Kabir  (says)  :  there  is  hardly  one  or  another,3  who  whilst  living  dies. 

(Such  a  one)  having  become  fearless  utters  the  praises  (of  Earn),  where  he  looks,  there  is  he 
(i.e.  Earn). 

(6).  Kabir  (says) :  on  which  day  I  died,  after  (that)  joy  sprang  up. 

The  Lord  met  with  me,  Goviud  honours  his  own  companion. 

(7).  Kabir  (says)  :  "lam  the  worst  of  all,  every  one  is  good  except  me." 

Who  considers  himself  in  this  light,  he  is  my  friend. 

(8).  Kabir  (says) :  she  (i.e.  the  Maya)  has  come  to  me,  having  made  different  disguises. 

I  have  been  preserved  by  my  own  Guru,  to  him  salutation  has  been  made  (by  me). 

(9).  Kabir  (says) :  he  should  be  killed,  by  whose  death s  comfort  arises. 

Every  one  says :  (I  am)  good,  good,  no  one  considers  (himself)  bad. 

(10).  Kabir  (says)  :  (when)  the  nights  become  black,  black  creatures  (=  thieves)  are  standing  about. 

(Who)  having  taken  nooses  are  running  about,  those  the  Lord  kills. 

(11).  Kabir  (says) :  the  sandal-tree  is  good,  it  is  surrounded  by  the  Dhak  and  Palas-tree.4 

Those  also  become  sandal- wood,  which  dwell  near  the  sandal- tree. 

(12).  The  Bamboo  is  drowned  by  (its)  greatness;  may  not  any  one  be  drowned  thus ! 

(Though)  the  Bamboo  dwell  near  the  sandal-tree,  it  does  not  become  fragrant. 

(13).  Kabir  (says):  religion  is  lost  with  (the  acquisition  of)  the  world,  and  the  world  does  not  go 
with  (any  one). 

The  imprudent  man  has  with  his  own  hands  struck  the  axe  into  his  foot. 

(14).  Kabir  (says)  :  wherever  I  wandered  about,  (there  was)  a  show  in  every  place. 

(There  was)  one  lover  of  Earn,  except  my  love  (there  was)  a  wilderness. 

(15).  Kabir  (says) :  the  huts  of  the  righteous  are  good,  a  furnace  is  the  village  of  the  unrighteous. 

Fire  is  applied  to  that  palace,  in  which  there  is  not  the  name  of  Hari. 

(16).  Kabir  (says):  the  saints  have  died,  why  should  weeping  be  made,  that  they  go  to  their  home? 

May  the  wretched  Sakats  weep,  who  are  sold  at  every  shop.6 

1  These  Sloks  are  added  at  the  end  of  the  Adi  Granth. 

2  %°7  JHT^i  literally:  one  and  a  half  =  one  or  another,  some  few.  The  old  and  correct  way  of  writing 
is  llfPT>  as  here;  in  later  Hindi  (and  especially  in  Urdu)  it  is  also  written  "ad."  It  is  not  derived  from 
Uftft  (adi)  beginning,  as  supposed  by  some. 

3  frTir  ?f§  =  trTU"  %  ?J§>  literally :  by  the  being  dead  of  whom  =  by  whose  death. 

4  OT.  the  Butea  frondosa,  according  to  Shakespear,  but  as  \T55TTI  (Sansk.  WTCJ)  has  the  same 
signification,  it  is  likely,  that  OTT  is  some  different  species  of  it. 

5  i.e.  who  are  turned  about  in  transmigration. 
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(17).  Kabir  (says) :  with  the  Sakats  it  is,  as  with  a  heap  of  garlic. 
Though  one  sit  in  a  corner  and  eat  it,  it  becomes  manifest  at  last. 
(18).  Kabir  (says) :  the  Maya  is  the  churning  jar,  the  wind  is  the  churner. 
By  the  saints  the  butter  is  eaten,  the  world  drinks  the  buttermilk. 
(19).  Kabir  (says) :  the  Maya  is  the  churning  jar,  the  wind  blows  with  a  cold  stream.1 
By  whom  it  is  churned,  by  them  (the  butter)  is  eaten,  (and  they  are)  churning  more. 
(20).  Kabir  (says) :    the  Maya  is  a  thief,   stealing  and  stealing  things  she  lays  (them)   out  in 
(her)  shop. 

One,  0  Kabir,  she  does  not  rob,  by  whom  she  is  utterly  dispersed.2 

(21).  Kabir  (says) :  this  is  not  happiness,  that  one  make  many  friends. 

Who  keeps  his  mind  with  the  One,  he  always  obtains  comfort. 

(22).  Kabir  (says)  :  death,  of  which  the  world  is  afraid,  is  joy  to  my  mind. 

(For)  by  death  the  full,  perfect  joy  is  obtained. 

(23).  Having  obtained  Bam,  the  chief  good,  do  not  open  the  knot,  0  Kabir  ! 

There  is  no  city,  no  examiner,  no  purchaser,  no  price  (for  it). 

(24).  Kabir  (says) :  make  friendship  with  him,  whose  Lord  Bam  is  ! 

Bandits,  Raj as  and  Lords,  of  what  use  are  they  ? 

(25).  Kabir  (says) :  by  making  friendship  with  the  One  other  duality  goes  off, 

If  one  wear  long  hair  or  shave  (the  head)  with  a  rattling  noise. 

(26).  Kabir  (says) :  the  world  is  a  room  of  lampblack,  the  blind  fall  into  it. 

I  shall  be  a  sacrifice  to  them,  who  go  out  of  it. 

(27).  Kabir  (says) :  this  body  will  go,  if  thou  be  able,  bring  it  back ! 

Those  are  gone  with  naked  feet,  who  had  Lakhs  and  Crores. 

(28).  Kabir  (says) :  this  body  will  go,  apply  thyself  to  any  road, 

Either  by  keeping  company  with  the  saints  or  singing  the  praises  of  Hari ! 

(29).  Kabir  (says) :  dying  and  dying  the  world  has  died,  though  no  one  has  known  how  to  die. 

Who  dies  such  a  death,3  he  will  not  have  to  die  again. 

(30).  Kabir  (says) :  the  human  birth  is  hard  to  obtain,  it  does  not  take  place  again  and  again. 

Like  as  ripe  fruits  of  a  tree  fall  to  the  ground  and  do  not  stick  again  to  the  branch. 

(31).  0  Kabir,  thou  art  Kabir,  thy  name  is  Kabir  (=  great). 

The  jewel  of  Bam  is  then  obtained,  when  thou  first  leavest  the  body. 

(32).  Kabir  (says) :  prating  should  not  be  made,  what  thou  sayest,  that  does  not  take  place. 

The  works,  the  merciful  one  is  doing,  nobody  can  efface. 

(33).  Kabir  (says) :  (before)  the  touchstone  of  Bam  no  false  one  can  stand. 

He  bears  the  touchstone  of  Ram,  who,  having  died,  has  become  alive. 

(34).  Kabir  (says) :  they  put  on  glittering  clothes,  they  eat  betel-leaf  and  betel-nut. 

(But)  without  the  name  of  the  One  Hari  they  go  bound  to  the  city  of  Yama. 

(35).  Kabir  (says) :  the  boat  is  shattered,  a  thousand  holes  have  been  opened  in  it. 

The  light  ones,  the  light  ones,  have  crossed  over,  those,  on  whom  was  a  burden,  were  drowned. 

(36).  Kabir  (says) :  bones  are  burnt  like  wood,  hair  is  burnt  like  grass. 

Having  seen  this  world  burning  Kabir  became  indifferent  (to  the  world). 

(37).  Kabir  (says)  :  pride  should  not  be  entertained;  the  bones  are  wrapt  in  a  skin. 

Those,  who  are  on  horseback,  under  an  umbrella,  are  buried  again  in  the  earth. 

1  fvT^  VT3,  a  cold  stream  or  a  stream  of  snow  (ftI^  =  fffIT,  by  transition  of  Tf  into  ^). 

2  fcJIdO  ¥TZ  aT37Z\>  literally:  to  make  twelve  roads  =  to  disperse  widely. 

3  JJfff  *TTO  'JT  *dl.  who  dies  by  such  a  death,  scil.  as  I  point  at. 
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(38).  Kabir  (Bays) :  pride  should  not  be  entertained,  if  one  sees  that  one's  dwelling  is  high. 

To-day  or  to-morrow  one  must  lie  on  the  ground  and  grass  will  spring  up  (upon  him). 

(39).  Kabir  (says)  :  pride  should  not  be  entertained,  a  poor  one  should  not  be  laughed  at ! 

That  boat  is  as  yet  on  the  ocein,  what  do  ye  know,  what  will  take  place  ? 

(40).  Kabir  (says) :  pride  should  not  be  entertained,  having  seen,  that  one's  body  is  beautiful. 

To-day  or  to-morrow  thou  wilt  leave  it,  as  the  snake  its  skin. 

(41).  Kabir  (says) :  if  (something)  is  to  be  plundered,  then  plunder  it,  the  name  of  Earn  is  the 
(true)  booty. 

Afterwards  you  will  again  repent,  (when)  the  breath  will  go  out. 

(42).  Kabir  (says) :  no  such  a  one  has  been  born,  who  applies  fire  to  his  own  house. 

"Who,  having  burnt  all  the  five  boys,  meditates  on  Ram. 

(43).  If  there  be  any  one,  who  sells  his  boy,  any  one,  who  sells  his  girl : 

He  makes  partnership  with  Kabir,  he  makes  traffic  with  Hari. 

(44).  Kabir  (says) :  this  is  to  be  kept  in  mind,  do  not  hurriedly  proceed  on  the  road ! 

"Who  enjoy  themselves,  them  the  molasses  eat  up  afterwards.1 

(45).  Kabir  (says) :  I  know,  that  reading  is  good,  (but)  better  than  reading  is  meditation  (yog). 

The  attachment  to  Ram  I  do  not  give  up,  though  people  revile  me. 

(46).  Kabir  (says)  :  what  do  the  helpless  people  censure  (me),  in  whose  mind  there  is  no  divine 
knowledge  ? 

Kabir  delights  in  Ram,  all  other  concerns  are  given  up  by  me. 

(47).  Kabir  (says) :  fire  is  applied  to  the  coat  of  the  stranger '"  on  four  sides. 

The  patched  quilt  is  burnt  and  has  become  coals,  (but)  the  flame  has  not  reached  the  thread.3 

(48).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  patched  quilt  has  become  coals,  the  skull  is  not  bursting. 

The  helpless  Jogi  has  played,  on  his  sitting  place  ashes  have  remained. 

(49).  Kabir  (says) :  in  little  water,  0  fish,  a  net  is  laid  out  by  the  fisherman.  " 

In  this  small  pond  thou  wilt  not  escape,  think  again  of  the  ocean ! 

(50).  Kabir  (says) :  the  ocean  should  not  be  given  up,  though  it  be  very  saltish. 

Him,  who  is  searching  about  in  every  pool,  nobody  will  call  good. 

(51).  Kabir  (says) :  the  impious  have  passed  away,  there  is  not  a  trace  (of  them  left).4 

The  poor  are  practising  their  humility;  what  happens,  that  happens. 

(52).  Kabir  (says) :  the  bitch  of  a  Vaishnava  is  good,  that  of  a  Sakat  bad,  0  mother ! 

That  one  hears  continually  the  glory  of  the  name  of  Hari,  this  one  goes  to  believe  in  sin. 

(53).  Kabir  (says) :  the  deer  is  weak  (and)  this  yam  is  green. 

There  is  a  Lakh  of  hunters  of  one  creature,  how  long  will  it  be  saved  ? 

(54).  Kabir  (says)  :  who  makes  his  house  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganga,  he  drinks  pure  water. 

"Without  attachment  to  Hari  emancipation  is  not  obtained,  thus  saying  Kabir  wanders  about. 

(55).  The  mind  of  Kabir  has  become  pure  like  the  water  of  the  Ganga. 

Hari  follows  after  him,  saying :  Kabir !  Kabir ! 

(56).  Kabir  (says) :  turmeric  is  yellow,  lime  is  of  a  white  substance. 

Ram  (and  his)  lover  then  unite,  (when)  both  drop  (their)  colour. 

1  That  is  :  their  enjoyments  will  become  to  them  the  cause  of  their  perdition. 

2  The  ira^jft,  the  stranger,  is  the  soul ;  the  UTT^TcTT.  the  coat,  the  body. 

3  The  3TJTT  or  thread  is  the  soul. 

4  fAJ|*M»HT>  adjective  formed  from  jfanift.  a  saint,  a  person  of  restricted  passions,  by  means  of  the 
prefix  nir-  (r  being  assimilated  to  the  following  consonant),  •gtuft,  s.f.  (from  ^turj),  a  small  mark  or 
trace.    The  word  is  no  longer  used  in  Hindi,  but  in  Marathl. 
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(57).  Kabir  takes  away  the  yellowness  of  the  turmeric  without  leaving  a  sign  of  the  lime. 

To  that  love  (I  am)  a  sacrifice,  by  which  caste,  colour  and  family  are  set  aside. 

(58).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  gate  of  emancipation  is  narrow,  of  the  tenth  part  of  a  mustard-seed. 

(My)  mind  however  has  become  an  elephant,  how  shall  it  pass  through  it  ? 

(59).  Kabir  (says) :  if  such  a  true  Guru  be  met  with,  he,  being  gratified,  bestows  favour. 

The  gate  of  emancipation  (he  makes)  wide,  that  (one)  may  easily  come  and  go. 

(60).  Kabir  (says)  :  I  have  neither  a  thatched  roof,  nor  hut,  neither  have  I  a  house  nor  village. 

I  think,  Hari  will  ask  :  who  art  thou  ?  I  have  neither  caste  nor  name. 

(61).  Kabir  (says)  :  I  wish  to  die,  (if)  I  die,  (then  may  it  be)  at  the  gate  of  Hari. 

Perhaps  Hari  may  ask :  who  has  fallen  down  at  my  gate  ? 

(62).  Kabir  (says) :  it  is  not  done  by  us,  nor  shall  we  do  it,  nor  is  (my)  body  able  to  do  it. 

What  do  I  know  anything  ?  being  the  creature  of  Hari  Kabir  has  become  Kabir. 

(63).  Kabir  (says) :  from  whose  mouth,  whilst  talking  in  a  dream,  the  name  of  Ram  comes  out : 

His  foot's  shoe  the  skin  of  my  body  is. 

(64).  Kabir  (says) :  we  are  idols  of  clay,  to  which  the  name  of  man  is  given. 

(We  are)  guests  of  four  days,  in  a  very  great  pit  of  fuel '  (is  our)  place. 

(65).  Kabir  (says) :  I  prepared  Henna  and  applied  it,  having  ground  my  own  self. 

By  thee  no  word  is  asked,  (I  am)  never  applied  to  (thy)  foot.2 

(66).  Kabir  (says) :  at  which  gate  the  comers  and  goers  nobody  stops  : 

How  should  that  gate,  which  is  such  a  gate,  be  given  up  ? 

(67).  Kabir  (says) :  I  had  been  drowned  and  was  again  saved  by  the  dash  of  an  advantageous  wave. 

"When  I  saw  the  boat  shattered,  I  descended  palpitating. 

(68).  Kabir  (says) :  devotion  is  not  pleasing  to  the  sinner,  the  worship  of  Hari  is  not  agreeable 
(to  him). 

The  fly  abandons  the  sandal-wood,  where  a  stench  is,  there  it  goes. 

(69).  Kabir  (says) :  the  physician  has  died,  the  sick  man  has  died,  the  whole  world  has  died. 

One,  0  Kabir,  has  not  died,  for  whom  there  is  no  weeper. 

(70).  By  Kabir  Bam  is  not  meditated  upon,  a  great  evil  propensity3  has  stuck  (to  him). 

The  body  is  a  vessel  of  wood,  it  does  not  come  up  again. 

(71).  Kabir  (says) :  so  it  has  happened,  what  is  pleasing  to  the  mind,  that  is  done. 

What  fear  is  there  of  dying,  when  the  tree  of  perfection4  is  taken  in  hand ? 

(72).  Kabir  (says) :  for  the  sake  of  the  juice  the  sugar-cane  is  sucked,  for  the  sake  of  virtue  one 
should  die  weeping. 

Vicious  men  nobody  will  call  good. 

(73).  Kabir  (says) :   a  jar  filled  with  water  will  to-day  or  to-morrow  burst. 

Who  do  not  keep  in  mind  their  own  Guru,  they  will  in  the  half  (of  life)  be  robbed  and  carried  off. 

(74).  Kabir  is  the  dog  of  Bam,  Mutia 5  is  my  name. 

On  my  neck  is  a  rope ;  where  he  pulls,  thither  I  go. 

(75).  Kabir  (says) :  why  do  the  people  show  a  rosary  of  wood? 

In  their  heart  they  do  not  think  of  Bam,  what  for  is  this  rosary? 

(76).  Kabir  (says) :  separation,  the  snake,  dwells  in  (my)  mind,  it  minds  no  charm  whatever. 

He  who  is  separated  from  Bam,  does  not  live,  and  if  he  lives,  he  becomes  a  fool. 

1  if^TfvT  is  the  Locative  of  'JTITT,  a  pit  of  fuel  =  the  funeral  pile. 

2  Mllil  VTfS;  the  pronoun  "  I "  is  omitted.  ?5Tg^  is  feminine,  as  the  words  are  put  into  the  mouth 
of  a  woman. 

3  qfcT  (=qf^)»  an  evil  propensity  ;  a  vicious  habit.  4  See  p.  479,  note  3. 
S  'J3^*WT  =  'jfZWT  or  JJ37  (*TW)>  released,  emancipated. 
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(77).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  philosopher's  stone  and  sandal-wood  have  one  fragrance. 
By  coming  in  contact  with  it  (people)  have  become  most  excellent,  (like)  the  scentless  iron  (and) 
wood  (is  made  fragrant  by  contact  with  sandal-wood). 

(78).  Kablr  (says) :  the  club  of  Yama  is  bad,  it  cannot  be  endured. 

The  holy  man  alone  (=  the  Guru),  who  met  with  me,  took  me  to  the  hem  (of  his  garment).1 

(79).  Eabir  (says) :  the  physician  says  :  I  am  excellent,  the  medicine  is  in  my  power. 

(But)  this  thing  is  indeed  Gopal's,  when  he  pleases,  he  takes  it  away. 

(80).  Kablr  (says)  :  thy  turn  is  ten  days,  take  and  sound  (the  drum) ! 

Like  meeting  in  a  river-boat  it  will  not  come  on  again. 

(81).  Kabir  (says) :  (if)  I  make  the  seven  oceans  ink,  if  I  make  the  trees  (my)  pen, 

If  I  make  the  earth  the  paper,  the  glory  of  Hari  cannot  be  written. 

(82).  Kablr  is  by  caste  a  weaver,  what  shall  he  do  ?  in  (his)  heart  dwells  Gopal. 

Kablr  is  clinging  to  the  neck  of  the  Sporter,2  all  his  troubles  cease. 

(83).  Kabir  (says) :  there  is  not  such  a  one,  who  burns  down  his  mansion.3 

"Who,  having  slain  all  his  five  children,  continually  meditates  on  Earn. 

(84).  Kablr  (says) :  there  is  not  such  a  one,  who  sets  on  fire  this  body. 

The  blind  people  do  not  know  (the  thing),  they  are  crying  out :  0  Kabir ! 

(85).  Kabir  (says):  theSaticriesoutbeingstigmatized4(bythefire):  hear,  Omen  of  the  burningground! 

All  the  people  went  away ;  "  I  and  thou  "  is  the  business  at  last. 

(86).  Kabir  (says)  :  (my)  mind  has  become  a  bird,  flying  and  flying  it  goes  in  the  ten  directions. 

As  the  society  is,  with  which  (a  man)  falls  in,  such  fruits  he  eats. 

(87).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  place,  (we)  were  seeking,  has  been  obtained. 

That  one  has  again  become  "thou,"  whom  (or  which)  (I)  called  "another."  5 

(88).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  Ber-tree,e  that  is  near  a  plantain,  dies  being  killed  by  bad  society. 

This  one  dangle3  about  and  that  one  is  torn ;  do  not  peep  into  the  society  of  the  Sakats  ! 

(89).  Kabir  (says) :  the  load  of  another  lies  on  his  head '  and  he  wishes  to  go  his  way. 

He  is  not  afraid  of  his  load,  (but)  further  on  the  passage  becomes  impassable. 

(90).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  singed  (and  yet)  standing  wood  of  the  forest  cries  out : 

May  I  not  fall  into  the  power  of  the  blacksmith,  that  he  burn  me  a  second  time ! 

(91).  Kabir  (says) :  in  the  dying  of  one  two  have  died,  in  the  dying  of  two  four. 

In  the  dying  of  four  six  have  died,  four  males  and  two  females.8 

(92).  Kabir  (says) :  looking  about  the  world  was  searched  (by  me),  nowhere  a  place  was  obtained. 

By  whom  the  name  of  Hari  is  not  minded,  they  are  led  astray  anywhere.9 

1  *lfefe  WT0«M'>  to  take  or  apply  one  to  the  hem  =  to  give  one  protection. 

2  tWStofT*  the  sporter  (a  noun  of  agency  from  3WST)>  an  attribute  of  the  Supreme.  Cf.  Gauri, 
Sabd  LXII.  (2),  where  the  words  occur:  U|f=r  urfegvnjfaHT  3*J3  TR>  in  everybody  Ram,  the  sporter, 
sports  (or  is  contained). 

3  The  *tej  or  mansion  is  the  body  ;  the  five  children  are  ^PJ>  SPT>  etc- 

4  RiOtlrfl,  stigmatized ;  literally :  having  a  risen  scar  or  stigma. 

6  The  sense  of  this  line  is  pantheistical ;  the  object  has  become  the  subject  again  by  pantheistical  union 
of  the  finite  with  the  infinite  being,  brought  about  in  the  mind  by  the  negation  of  duality. 

6  ^ff3  >s  'lere  »se(l  as  feminine ;  it  is  usually  masculine. 

7  3T3  fflfcf  ^%>  the  load  ascends  to  the  head,  i.e.  the  load  is  laid  on  his  head. 

8  The  explanation,  as  given  by  natives,  is:  first  died  a  deer  (m.),  then  the  finjjfl'  (the  female  thereof); 
then  the  hunter  and  his  wife ;  the  mirgi  was  with  a  young  one  and  the  wife  of  the  hunter  with  child. 

3  srgr— jjf@g  must  be  joined,  though  separated  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme ;  ^Ut  Hf@3  or  WfGd  °<oi, 
anywhere. 
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(93).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  society  of  the  pious  should  be  joined,  at  the  end  it  brings  (one)  through. 

Company  with  the  Sakats  should  not  be  kept,  from  which  destruction  results. 

(94).  Kabir  (says) :  by  whom  he  {i.e.  Hari)  is  well '  remembered  in  the  world,  he  is  absorbed 
(in  him)  in  the  world. 

By  whom  the  name  of  Hari  is  not  remembered,  they  are  uselessly 2  bom. 

(95).  Kabir  (says)  :  (one's)  hope  should  be  placed  on  Earn,  hope  on  others  is  useless. 

Those  men  fall  into  hell,  who  are  regardless  of  the  name  of  Hari. 

(96).  By  Kabir  many  disciples  and  friends  were  made,  but  no  friend  of  Kesava. 

They  were  gone  to  join  Hari,  (but  their)  mind  stopped  in  the  midst  (of  the  way). 

(97).  Kabir  (says)  :  what  shall  the  helpless  creature  3  do  when  Bam  does  not  give  assistance  ? 

On  whichever  branch  I  put  my  foot,  that  goes  down. 

(98).  Kabir  (says)  :  in  teaching  others  dust  falls  into  the  mouth. 

Whilst  keeping  the  capital  of  others  the  field  of  the  house  is  eaten  up. 

(99).  Kabir  (says)  :  I  remain  in  the  society  of  the  pious  and  eat  the  bran  of  barley. 

May  happen  what  will,  with  the  Sakats  I  shall  not  go. 

(100).  Kabir  (says) :  in  the  society  of  the  pious  there  is  day  by  day  a  twofold  love. 

(Though)  the  Sakat  wash  the  black  blanket,  it  does  not  become  white. 

(101).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  mind  is  not  shaved,  why  do  they  shave  the  hair  ? 

Whatever  is  done,  that  is  done  by  the  mind,  the  head  is  uselessly  4  shaved. 

(102).  Kabir  (says)  :  Bam  is  not  given  up  (by  me) ;  if  body  and  property  go,  they  may  go. 

By  the  Lotus-foot  (my)  mind  is  perforated,  in  the  name  of  Bam  I  am  absorbed. 

(103).  Kabir  (says) :  the  instrument,  which  we  were  playing,  (of  that)  every  string  is  broken. 

What  shall  the  helpless  instrument  do,  (if)  the  player  goes  ? 

(104).  Kabir  (says) :  I  shave  the  mother  of  that  Guru,  who  is  not  able  to  clear  away  error.5 

He  himself  is  drowned  in  the  four  Vedas,  (his)  disciples  are  floated  away. 

(105).  As  many  sins  as  are  committed,  they  are  kept  concealed. 

They  all  become  at  last  manifest,  when  Dharm-rai  questions  (about  them). 

(106).  Kabir  (says) :  having  given  up  the  remembrance  of  the  name  of  Hari,  (his)  family  was  much 
taken  care  of  (by  him). 

Engaged  in  business  he  passed  away,"  no  brother  nor  relative  remained  (to  him).7 

(107).  Kabir  (says) :  having  given  up  the  remembrance  of  Hari  she  goes  to  rouse  the  night.8 

Having  become  a  female  snake  she  is  born  again  (and)  eats  her  own  children. 

(108).  Kabir  (says) :  having  given  up  the  remembrance  of  Hari  the  woman  keeps  the  Ahoi(-fast).9 

Having  become  a  jenny-ass  she  is  born  again  (and)  carries  a  load  of  four  Mans  (maunds). 

1  fjj^used  here  adverbially  (Marathi  fififi),  from  the  Arab.  \aj  pure,  clean  ;  pronounced  in  Hindui  f«Jc(fT. 

2  y  I"if0>  adverb  (with  the  emphatic  tvT)>  uselessly  (Pers.  jit,  wind). 

3  5T3?J;  originally  the  elementary  matter  =  creature. 

4  *H "ri I fy  used  here  adverbially:  uselessly,  to  no  purpose.  Its  origin  is  not  quite  clear;  very  likely  it 
is  the  Arabic  «_jLi  (which  frequently  occurs),  with  a  prosthetic  (euphonic)  a.     In  Sindhi  it  is  HWT^  • 

5  tTT  3  WSW  25  TTTfST>  literally :  by  whose  instrumentality  error  does  not  go  =  who  is  not  able  to  clear 
away  error.     y{  rgTT,  constructed  with  3  (=  Hindust.  ,,-;),  implies  possibility. 

6  ~3ftj  "H  r®  I' ,  v.n.  to  get  off,  to  pass  away. 

7  i.e.  to  accompany  him  to  the  other  world. 

"  <nf?  "r|J|l^c£t  >  to  rouse  the  night,  an  expression  for  practising  witchcraft. 

9  WvJTll'j  the  Hindu  festival  held  in  the  month  of  Katak,  two  days  before  the  Dipmala,  observed  as  a 
fast-day. 
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(109).  Kabir  (says)  :  (it  is)  very  great  cleverness,  (if  one)  mutter  Hari  in  (his)  heart. 
(It  is  like)  playing  on  the  stake ;  (if)  one  falls,  there  is  no  place  (for  him).1 
(110).  Kabir  (says)  :  that  mouth  is  blessed,  by  which  Earn  is  uttered. 
"Whose  (is)  the  body,  the  helpless,  (by  which)  the  village  will  become  pure  ?  • 
(111).  Kabir  (says)  :  that  family  is  good,  (in)  which  there  is  a  servant  of  Hari. 
In  which  family  no  servant  (of  Hari)  is  born,  that  family  is  a  Dhak  (and)  Palas-tree.3 
(112).  Kabir  (says) :  horses,  elephants,  a  dense  cloud  of  vehicles,  a  Lakh  of  banners,  (that)  wave- 
Better  than  this  pleasure  is  begging,  (if)  the  day  pass  in  remembering  Hari. 

(113).  Kabir  (says) :  I  have  wandered  about  in  the  whole  world  having  put  a  tabor  on  (my)  shoulder. 
No  one  is  any  one's,  every  (thing)  I  have  closely  examined. 

(114).  On  the  road  pearls  are  scattered,  the  blind  one  comes  and  goes  out  (of  the  world  without 
seeing  them). 

Without  the  light  of  the  Lord  the  world  passes  (them). 

(115).  The  progeny  of  Kabir  is  drowned;  there  was  born  a  son  Kamal.4 

Having  given  up  the  remembrance  of  Hari  he  has  brought  wealth  to  the  house. 

(116).  Kabir  (says) :  one  should  go  to  meet  with  the  saints,  no  one  (else)  should  be  taken  with ! 

The  foot  should  not  be  drawn  back ;  what  further  on  may  happen,  may  happen. 

(117).  Kabir  (says) :  may  not  Kabir  be  bound  with  the  rope,  with  which  the  world  is  bound. 

Like  powdered  salt  will  the  gold-like  body  go. 

(118).  Kabir  (says) :  the  gander  (=the  soul)  has  flown  away,  the  body  is  buried,  a  sign  is  shown.5 

He  does  not  yet  give  up  life,  there  is  greediness  in  (his)  eyes. 

(119).  Kabir  (says)  :  with  the  eye  I  look  at  thee,  with  the  ear  I  hear  thy  name. 

With  the  speech  I  utter  thy  name,  (thy)  lotus-foot  is  in  (my)  heart. 

(120).  Kabir  (says)  :  from  heaven  and  hell  I  am  freed  by  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru. 

I  remain  in  the  wave  of  the  lotus-foot  at  the  end  and  at  the  beginning. 

(121).  Kabir  (says)  :  say,  how  is  there  a  weighing  of  the  wave  of  the  lotus-foot? 

Por  expressing  (it)  there  is  no  beauty  (in  me),  showing  (it)  is  the  best. 

(122).  Kabir  (says)  :  having  seen  (it),  (to)  whom  shall  I  tell  (it),  nobody  believes  in  (my)  word. 

Hari  is  such  as  he  is,  singing  (his)  qualities  I  remain  joyful. 

(123).  Kabir  (says)  :  as  the  crane  picks  up  and  warns,  as  it  picks  up  again,  and  picking  up  warns 

His  young  ones,  (so)  is  in  (thy)  mind  the  affection  for  the  Maya. 

(124).  Kabir  (says) :  the  sky  is  covered  with  clouds,  rain  having  fallen  the  tanks  and  pools  are  filled.6 

Who  are  longing  (for  rain)  like  the  Catrik,  what  is  their  state  ? 

1  T3^  ■@V3T  tj*6AT>  literally:  (it  is)  playing  on  the  stake.  3f3^=  ip&\,  a  stake,  in  the  shape  of  a 
sharp  nail,  on  which  the  delinquent  was  placed,  so  that  the  stake  went  through  his  body  lengthway.  Jugglers 
also  used  to  play  on  such  stakes ;  to  them  and  their  sport  reference  is  made  here.  Their  life  is  lost  if  they 
fall  when  playing  on  the  stake.  It  is  equally  dangerous  to  fall  away  from  Hari.  This  seems  to  be  the 
meaning  of  this  obscure  verse. 

3  The  sense  is :  if  one  man  in  a  village  turn  to  Ram  and  become  emancipated,  the  whole  village  will  be 
purified  for  his  sake.     Compare  the  following  verse. 

3  The  wood  of  these  trees  is  of  no  value. 

4  We  learn  thence,  that  Kabir's  son  was  Kamal,  who  did  not  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  but 
was  a  worldly  man. 

5  fl7TfiT>  f<>r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  =  ffo,  .?./.  a  sign,  wink. 

6  ItJ  generally  a  walled  tank,  3T35  an  unwalled  pond  or  pool. 
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(125).  Kabir  (says) :  when  the  Cukvl  is  separated  (from  its  mate)  at  night,  it  comes  and  joins  (it) 
at  day-break. 

The  man,  that  is  separated  from  Earn,  joins  him  neither  by  day  nor  night. 

(126).  Kablr  (says)  :  thou  art  separated  (from)  the  ocean,1  remain  in  (it),  0  conch  ! 

(Otherwise)  thou  wilt  make  a  sigh  (at)  every  temple  at  the  rising  of  the_sun. 

(127).  Kabir  (says) :  why  art  thou  given  to  sleep  ?3  wake  in  fear  of  pain  ! 

"Whose  dwelling  is  in  the  grave,  how  can  he  sleep  in  comfort  ? 

(128).  Kablr  (says) :  why  art  thou  given  to  sleep?  rise!  why  art  thou  not  muttering  the  Murari? 

One  day  there  will  be  sleeping,  stretching  out  the  legs  long. 

(129).  Kabir  (says)  :  why  art  thou  given  to  sleep?  remain  seated  and  wake! 

Prom  whom  thou  art  separated,  cling  to  him  ! 

(130).  Kablr  (says)  :  the  road  of  the  saints  should  not  be  left,  sticking  (to  it)  go  on ! 

In  seeing  (them)  thou  becomest  purified,  in  meeting  (with  them)  the  name  is  muttered. 

(131).  Kabir  (says) :  with  the  Sakat  company  should  not  be  kept,  one  should  flee  far  from  him ! 

(If)  a  black  vessel  be  touched,  some  stain  is  received. 

(132).  Kabir  (says) :  Earn  has  not  been  thought  of  and  old  age  has  (now)  arrived. 

It  clings  to  the  gate  of  the  mansion,  what  can  be  taken  out  (of  it),? 

(133).  Kabir  (says) :  that  action  has  taken  place,  which  was  done  by  the  creator. 

Without  him  there  is  no  second,  he  alone  is  the  oreator. 

(134).  Kabir  (says) :  fruits  have  set  on,  the  mangoes  have  begun  to  bear  fruit  and  to  ripen. 

They  reach  their  owner,  when  putridity  3  does  not  eat  their  inside. 

(135).  Kabir  (says):  having  bought  an  idol  he  worships  it,  in  the  obstinacy  of  his  mind  he  goes 
to  a  Tirtha. 

By  emulation  and  imitation  (of  others) 4  he  is  led  astray  and  plunged  into  error. 

(136).  Kabir  (says) :  a  stone  is  made  the  Lord,  the  whole  world  worships  it. 

Who  remains  in  reliance  on  this,  is  drowned  in  the  black  stream. 

(137).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  threshold  5  is  of  paper,  works  of  ink6  the  door. 

By  a  stone7  the  earth  is  drowned,  by  the  Pandit  the  road  is  torn  up. 

(138).  Kabir  (says)  :  what  (thou  art)  doing  to-morrow,  do  now,  what  (thou  art)  doing  now,  (do) 
at  once ! 8 

Afterwards  nothing  will  be  done,  when  death  comes  on  (thy)  head. 

(139).  Kabir  (says) :  I  saw  one  such  being  like  washed  gumlac. 

It  appears  clever  and  endowed  with  many  qualities,  (but)  is  without  understanding  (and)  impure. 

1  dAlfiJd.  »». ocean,  from  the  Sansk.  ^cj  [WK.>  jewel-mine,  Tj%  being  assimilated  to  "^jf,  which  becomes 
again  T^f,  and  ^cfi^  to  W^X^  by  elision  of  ejj  and  change  of  a  to  i. 

2  +4  3  I  t^cJAI,  to  be  given  to  sleep  (frequentative). 

3  ari"ET,  a  disease,  which  befalls  mangoes,  putridity. 

4  TfcfT^tft  *■/-  emulation  (literally:  looking  at  each  other  mutually);  T^tJf  MdcNI,  to  imitate  (TffjJ 
part.  p.  conj.). 

0  The  meaning  of  GiltH'  's  not  quite  sure  ;  the  Sikh  Oranthis  explain  it  by  " house,"  which  is  apparently 
only  a  guess.  In  Hindi  the  word  is  no  more  in  use,  but  in  Marathi  we  have  still  ^^^,  the  lower  cross- 
piece  of  a  door-frame  ;   GydT  would  be  the  feminine  of  this. 

6  JTT?'  W3^{>  works  of  ink  =  letters. 

7  t|  IvJA,  a  stone,  here  apparently  in  the  sense  of  an  idol. 

8  f23T*5  =  f5J3S?T35,  at  this  time,  at  once. 
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(140).  Kabir  (says) :  Yama  does  not  fetter  my  intelligence  by  that  death.1 

By  whom  this  Yama  is  created,  that  preserver  is  muttered  (by  me). 

(141).  Kablr  has  become  musk,  the  black  bees  have  all  become  (his)  servants. 

As  the  devotion  of  Kabir  is,  s^  is  (his)  dwelling  in  Earn. 

(142).  Kabir  (says) :  he  has  closely  fallen  on  the  neck  of  (his)  family,  Ram  has  passed  (out  of  his  mind). 

(The  messengers)  of  Dharm-rai  have  fallen  in,  there  is  inside  (the  house)  a  clamour. 

(143).  Kablr  (says)  :  a  pig  is  better  than  a  Sakat,  it  keeps  the  village  clean. 

(When)  that  helpless  Sakat  has  died,  nobody  will  take  his  name. 

(144).  Kablr  (says) :  adding  kauri  to  kauri  he  brings  together  Lakhs  and  Crores. 

At  the  time  of  departure  he  gets  nothing  at  all,  (even  his)  Langoti  is  plucked  away  (from  him). 

(145).  Kablr  (says) :  (if  one)  has  become  a  Vaishnava,  what  is  done  by  putting  together  four  rosaries  ? 

Outside  gold  is  apparent,  inside  gumlac 2  is  filled  in. 

(146).  Kablr  (says) :  become  a  brickbat  of  the  road,  giving  up  the  conceit  of  the  mind  ! 

If  one  become  such  a  slave,  him  the  Lord  joins. 

(147).  Kablr  (says) :  (if)  one  has  become  a  brickbat,  what  is  the' good  (of  it,  if)  he  cause  pain  to 
the  traveller  ? 

Thy  servant  is  such,  as  dust  on  the  ground. 

(148).  Kablr  (says) :  -what  is  the  good  of  becoming  dust,  that  flies  up  and  sticks  to  the  body? 

The  people  of  Hari  must  be  such  as  all-pervading3  water. 

(149).  Kablr  (says)  :  what  is  the  good  of  becoming  water,  (as)  it  becomes  cold  (or)  hot? 

The  people  of  Hari  must  be  such,  as  Hari  himself  is. 

(150).  (If  there  be)  a  high  house,  gold,  a  fascinating  woman,  (if)  on  the  pinnacle  a  flag  wave. 

Better  than  this  is  coarse  bread,  (if  one)  sing  the  qualities  (of  Hari)  in  the  society  of  the  saints. 

(151).  Kabir  (says) :  better  than  the  town  is  the  wilderness,  where  devotion  to  Hari  (is  made). 

Apart  from  a  lover  of  Bam  the  city  of  Yama  (rather)  pleases  me.4 

(152).  Kablr  (says)  :  between  the  Ganga  and  Yamuna  there  are  landing  places  of  silent  tranquillity. 

There  Kabir  has  made  a  cloister;  the  Munis  are  seeking  the  road  (to  it). 

(153).  Kabir  (says) :  as  thy  tree 6  has  sprung  up,  such  it  remains  to  the  end. 

Of  what  (use)  is  the  wretched  diamond?  crores  of  jewels  do  not  come  up  to  it. 

(154).  Kabir  (says) :  one  wonderful  thing  is  seen  :  they  sell  a  diamond  in  a  shop. 

"Without  a  trafficker  it  goes  for  a  cowrie. 

(155).  Kabir  (says):  where  divine  knowledge  is,  there  is  religious  practice;  where  falsehood  is, 
there  is  wickedness. 

Where  greediness  is,  there  is  death,  where  patience  is,  there  is  he  himself.6 

(156).  Kabir  (says) :  what  is  the  good  of  giving  up  the  Maya,  when  conceit  is  not  given  up  ? 

By  conceit  the  best  Munis  were  melted,  conceit  eats  up  all. 

(157).  Kabir  (says):  the  true,  real  Guru  has  met  with  me,  the  word,  he  lets  flow,  (was)  one  (or  the  One). 

Clinging  to  it  (I)  was  levelled  with  the  ground,  a  hole  broke  into  (my)  liver. 

(158).  Kabir  (says)  :  what  shall  the  true,  real  Guru  do,  when  there  is  error  among  his  disciples  ? 

To  the  blind  one  the  One  does  not  stick,  (it  is)  as  if  one  blows  into  a  bamboo. 

1  SfiJ  stands  here  instead  of  %%  (ofrfAl,  to  fetter).     5TT3'  =  STTC5.  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme. 

z  jjlldl  m-  gumlac ;  also  a  peculiar  kind  of  earth. 

3  4<Jfcij|  =  Sansk.  ^-J^T,  Anusvara  being  a  euphonic  interpolation. 

5  VtJ  ??>  tny  tree !  nere  apparently  =  thy  body. 
0  »HTfM">  himself,  i.e.  the  Supreme. 
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(159).  Kabir  (says) :  a  dense  cloud  of  horses,  elephants  (and)  carriages,  the  wife  of  a  king: 

Her  comparison  '  does  not  come  up  (to)  a  female  water-carrier  of  the  people  of  Hari. 

(160).  Kabir  (says)  :  why  is  the  wife  of  a  king  censured,  why  is  honour  (attributed)  to  a  female 
slave  of  Hari  ? 

That  one  adorns  (her)  mang 2  for  the  sake  of  sensual  pleasure,  this  one  remembers  the  name  of  Hari. 

(161).  Kabir  (says) :  a  post  was  erected,  a  stand  was  made,  by  the  true  Guru  firmness  was  established 
(in  me). 

By  Kabir  a  diamond  was  bought  at  the  shore  of  the  lake  Manasa.3 

(162).  Kabir  (says) :  Hari  is  the  diamond,  the  saints  are  the  jewellers,  having  taken  (the  diamond) 
they  erect  a  shop. 

When  an  examiner4  is  obtained,  then  a  sale6  of  diamonds  (takes  place). 

(163).  Kabir  (says) :  if  business  falls  in,  Hari  is  remembered,  remember  him  thus  always ! 

Make  (thy)  dwelling  in  Amarapur !  Hari  returns  the  gone  wealth. 

(164).  Kabir  (says)  :  two  are  well  fitted  for  service,  one  is  the  saint,  the  other  is  Ram. 

Earn,  who  is  the  giver  of  emancipation,  the  saint,  (who)  makes  mutter  the  name. 

(165).  Kabir  (says)  :  on  which  road  the  Pandits  have  gone,  on  that  the  baggage-people  follow  after. 

There  is  one  difficult  pass  of  Earn,  to  that  Kabir  is  climbing  up. 

(166).  Kabir  has  died  by  the  faults  of  the  world,  walking  in  obsequiousness  to  the  family. 

"Whose  family  will  then  be  ashamed,  when  they  put  (him)  down  in  the  burning  ground  ? 

(167).  Kabir  (says) :  thou  wilt  be  drowned,  0  helpless  one,  by  obsequiousness  to  many  people. 

What  has  happened  in  thy  neighbour's  (house),6  know,  that  (will)  also  (happen)  in  thy  own. 

(168).  Kabir  (says) :  good  is  coarse  bread  and  grain  of  different  kinds.' 

(If  one)  does  not  make  any  claim,  great  is  (his)  country,  great  (his)  dominion. 

(169).  Kabir  (says) :  by  making  claims  burning  arises,  he  who  makes  no  claims  remains  free  from 
all  bonds. 

The  man,  who  does  not  make  claims,  considers  Indra  as  poor. 

(1 70).  Kabir  (says) :  the  pond  is  filled  with  water  up  to8  the  embankment,  (but)  no  one  can  drink  water. 

By  a  great  lot  thou  hast  obtained  it,  fill  (thy  vessel)  and  drink  thou,  0  Kabir  ! 

(171).  Kabir  (says) :  (as)  the  stars  at  dawn  pass  away,  so  the  world  passes  away. 

These  two  letters9  do  not  pass  away,  them  Kabir  has  seized. 

(172).  Kabir  (says) :  the  house  is  of  wood,  on  the  ten  sides  fire  is  applied  to  it. 

The  Pandits,  the  Pandits  are  burnt  and  have  died,  the  fools  have  fled  and  escaped. 

(173).  Kabir  (says) :  remove  doubt,  put  aside  the  paper! 

Having  investigated  the  fifty-two  letters10  apply  (thy)  mind  to  the  feet  of  Hari ! 

(174).  Kabir  (says) :  the  pious  man  does  not  give  up  (his)  piety,  thoughhe  fall  in  with  crores  of  impious. 

(Though)  the  sandal-wood  tree  is  surrounded  by  snakes,  it  is  not  giving  up  its  coolness. 

1  VZ37J>  comparison,  likeness.     In  the  Ramayan  of  Tulsi  Das  the  word  is  written  TJJrf^     Its  deriva- 
tion is  not  clear. 

2  ?TJ3T,  tne  *me'  wn'cn  Parts  the  hair  on  the  head  (German  Scheitel). 
"  ~*\\<Mid<£d  =  WKW  *\6<i*},  one  f{  being  dropped  here. 

4  \JT7tT>  one  wno  examines  diamonds  as  to  their  value  =  an  inquirer. 

6  H[£  —  J{Z  (satt),  exchange,  sale.    The  word  is  still  preserved  in  Sindhi. 

6  VT3*ft  7  scil.  lira  f^t,  UTS'  (or  Loc.  urfg),  being  left  out. 

7  JSTtT  instead  of  ItyAI-H- 

8  *PJ\TT>  adj.  (=  Sansk.  ^fj^f),  facing,  fronting. 

9  i.e.  Ram.  10  The  fifty-two  letters  of  the  Sanskrit  alphabet. 
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(175).  The  mind  of  Kabir  has  become  cool,  the  knowledge  of  Brahm  was  obtained  (by  him). 
The  flame,  by  which  the  world  is  burnt,  is  for l  the  pious  equal  to  water. 
(176).  Kabir  (says) :  no  onejmows  the  chess  figures  of  the  creator. 
Either  the  Lord  himself  knows  them,  or  (his)  servant,  (who)  is  (his)  secretary. 
(177).  Kabir  (says) :  it  was  well  that  fear  subsided,  that  every  side  was  forgotten. 
The  hail,  having  melted,  has  become  water,  being  poured  out  it  has  mingled  with  the  brook. 
(178).  Kabir  (says)  :  having  put  together  dust  a  complete  body  is  formed. 
It  is  the  puppet  of  four  days,  at  the  end  it  is  (again)  dust  of  dust. 
(179).  Kabir  (says)  :  (under)  the  rising  of  the  sun  (and)  moon  all  bodies  are  formed. 
"Without  having  been  united  with  the  Guru  Govind  they  are  all  turned  into  dust. 
(180).  "Where  the  fearless  one  is,  there  is  no  fear,  where  fear  is,  there  Hari  is  not. 
Kabir  (says),  having  reflected  in  (his)  mind :  hear  (this),  0  ye  saints  ! 
(181).  Kabir  (says) :  by  whom  nothing  is  known,  their  (life)  passes  comfortably  in  sleep. 
The  egotism,2  that  is  comprehended,  (its)  extinction 3  is  a  full  calamity. 
(182).  Kabir  being  beaten  cried  much,  in  pain  he  cries  (even)  more. 
(After)  a  blow  had  hit  the  vital  part,  Kabir  remained  (dead)  on  the  spot. 
(183).  Kabir  (says) :  the  blow  of  the  spear  is  easy,  in  being  applied  it  takes  away  the  breath. 
CWho)  undergoes  the  blow  of  the  Sabd,  of  that  Guru  I  am  the  slave. 
(184).  Kabir  (says)  :  0  ITulla,  why  ascendest  thou  the  minaret?  the  Lord  is  not  deaf. 
For  whose  sake  thou  makest  the  call,  ascertain  *  him  even  in  (thy)  heart ! 
(185).  0  Shekh,  without  patience,  why  dost  thou  go  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Ka'bah  ? 
Kabir  (says)  :  whose  heart  is  not  firm,  where  is  to  him  God  ? 
(186).  Kabir  (says) :  serve  Allah,  by  whose  remembrance  pain  goes  ! 
In  the  heart  the  Lord  is  manifest,  the  burning  (fire)  is  extinguished  by  the  name.  , 

(187).  Kabir  (says)  :  with  violence  oppression  is  made,  (though)  he  calls  its  name  "  halal  "  (=  lawful). 
(When)  in  the  office  account  is  asked,  what  will  be  (his)  state  ? 
(188).  Kabir  (says)  :  Khicari 5  is  a  good  food,  in  which  there  is  nectar-like  salt. 
On  account  of  venison6  who  will  have  his  throat  cut? 

(189).  Kabir  (says)  :  that  one,  who  has  clung  to  the  Guru,  is  then  known,  (if)  spiritual  blindness 
and  the  burning  of  the  body  is  effaced. 

"When  he  does  not  burn  (in)  joy  and  grief,  then  he  is  Hari  himself. 

(190).  There  is  a  difference  in  saying  Earn;  in  that  one  7  (there  is)  reflection  on  the  One. 

That  one  says  Earn,  Earn  !  with  fear,  that  one  is  a  show-maker.8 

(191).  Kabir  (says) :  Earn,  Earn  !  in  saying  (so)  (there- is  this)  discrimination  : 

The  One  is  blended  with  the  many,  one  is  contained  in  the  other. 

1  TTTSsh  ^  is  here  used  as  a  Dative  postfix  in  the  sense  of  ?@.    (?=  Sansk.  ff%,  contracted  to  ^, 
Sindhi  %). 

2  vWT>  here  in  the  sense  of  "egotism,"  "individuality." 

3  'Sp?5CT  is  here  taken  in  a  double  sense ;  it  signifies  (trans.) :    to  comprehend,  and  (intrans.) :  to  be 


i  jrVfgSCT  »•<».  to  see,  to  behold,  to  ascertain.     Now  in  Panjabi  -flUcM  joli-na. 

5  tflxJcfl',  *•/•  (Hindust.  l£j«^)»  rice  and  dal  (a  kind  of  pulse)  boiled  togethel'- 

6  Ddl^'i^,  literally :  bread  of  hunting  =  venison. 

1  if  or  VTSt  (here  used  tnree  times)  is  employed  in  the  sense  of:  one,  another,  a  third  < 
°  WGdejOld  =  Wtg^TR;.  making  a  show. 
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(192).  Kabir  (says)  :  in  which  house  the  pious  are  not  served,  (in  that)  is  no  service  of  Hari. 
Those  houses  are  like  a  burning-ground,1  goblins  dwell  in  them. 
(193).  Kabir  has  become  dumb  (and)  mad,  deaf  has  become  (his)  ear. 
In  (his)  feet  he  has  become  crippled,  he  was  struct  by  the  arrow  of  the  true  Guru. 
(194).  Kabir  (says) :  the  true  Guru  is  a  hero,  the  one  arrow,  that  was  shot  by  him  : 
In  sticking  (to  me)  I  fell  on  the  ground,  a  hole  broke  into  (my)  liver. 
(195).  Kabir  (says) :  a  pure  drop  of  the  sky  fell  on  fallow 2  land. 
In  this  way  man,  without  the  society  (of  the  pious),  becomes  (like)  ashes  of  an  oven. 
(196).  Kabir  (says) :  a  pure  drop  of  the  sky  was  mingled  with  the  ground. 
(Though)  many  clever  people  take  pains,  it  cannot  be  taken  out. 

(197).  Kabir   (says) :    I   was   going   on  a  pilgrimage   to   the   Ka'bah,3   onwards   the   Lord   met 
with  me. 

The  Lord  began  to  quarrel  with  me  :  by  whom  has  (this)  ever 4  been  ordered  ? 

(198).  Kabir  (says)  :  how  often,  alas!  alas!  is  Kabir  gone  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Ka'bah! 

0  Lord  !  what  sin  is  in  me  ?  the  Pir  does  not  tell  (me)  with  (his)  mouth. 

(199).  Kabir  (says) :  those  who  violently  kill  animals,  say,  that  this  is  lawful. 

"When  God  will  take  out  his  account-book,  what  will  be  (their)  state  ? 

(200).  Kabir  (says) :  the  practice  of  violence  is  oppression,  God  will  call  for  an  answer. 

In  (his)  office  account  is  taken,  they  will  be  struck  in  their  face. 

(201).  Kabir  (says) :  to  give  account  is  easy,  when  the  heart  is  pure. 

In  that  true  tribunal  no  one  will  seize  the  hem  of  the  garment.5 

(202).  Kabir  (says) :  in  the  earth  and  the  sky  (there  is)  a  distance  (as  between)  two  gourds. 

The  six  philosophical  systems  have  fallen  into  doubt  and  the  eighty-four  Siddhas  (too). 

(203).  Kabir  (says) :  in  me  there  is  nothing  mine,  whatever  there  is,  that  is  thine. 

In  entrusting  what  is  thine  to  thee  what  remains  mine  ? 

(204).  Kabir  in  saying :   "  thou,  thou  "  has  become  "  thou,"  "  I  "  has  not  remained  in  me. 

When  my  own  self,  which  is  another's,6  has  been  effaced,  (then)  where  I  look,  there  (art)  "thou." 

(205).  Kabir  (says)  :  expecting  a  change  the  false  ones  entertain  hope. 

(But)  not  one  object  of  (their)  desire  came  to  hand,  they  rose  and  went  hopeless. 

(206).  Kabir  (says) :  who  remembers  Hari,  he  is  happy  in  the  world. 

Never  here  and  there  he  is  shaken,  whom  the  creator  keeps. 

(207).  Kabir  (says) :  from  the  pain  of  the  oil-press  (we)  were  rescued  by  the  true  Guru. 

Full,  strong  faith  was  (in  consequence)  manifested  (in  us). 

(208).  Kabir  (says) :  in  putting  off7  the  day  has  passed,  the  interest8  goes  on  increasing. 

Neither    Hari    has    been  worshipped   nor  has   the    handwriting  been    torn ;    death   has   (now) 


1  T3TTZ  =  WcPMT  (Sansk.  '4J  <M£),  burning-ground. 

2  ffcjallcf  =  itoTT3  unemployed  =  fallow,  or  useless. 

3  Had  Kabir  not  originally  been  a  Muhammadan,  lie  surely  would  not  have  said  anything  of  this  kind. 
*  d||fy  =  |(i>«  at  any  time ;  ever  (Pers.). 

s  V75T  "M^dAI,  to  seize  the  hem  of  the  garment  =  to  ask  for  pardon  or  protection. 

6  WfTVT  VH?T.  the  self  of  another.    It  is  the  pantheistical  doctrine,  that  the   insentient  Absolute 
becomes  conscious  in  man. 

7  ilWIiWI  m.  evasion;  putting  off;  now  in  Hindi  (and  Hindustani)  Tt^tTret*rT. 

8  f%PWTrT>  interest  paid  on  a  debt;  its  etymology  is  unknown. 
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(209).  Mah.  V.     Kabir  is  a  barking  dog,  he  runs  after  a  carcass. 
By  destiny 1  I  obtained  the  true  Guru,  by  whom  I  was  released.3 
(210).  Mah.  V.     0  Kabir,  tfce  country  of  the  pious  thieves  trample  under  foot. 
They  do  not  spread  over  the  whole  earth,3  excessive  greediness  *  brings  them  down. 
(211).  Mah.  V.     0  Kabir,  for  the  sake  of  the  rice  they  apply  the  pestle  to  the  husk. 
Sitting  together  with  bad  companions  Dharm-rae  afterwards  asks  (them).5 
(212).  0  Mma !  (thou  art)  deluded  by  the  Maya,  says  Trilocan,  the  friend. 
"Why  printest  thou  (clothes)  darkening  (them),6  and  dost  not  apply  (thy)  mind  (to)  Earn  ? ' 
(213).  JSama  says  :  0  Trilocan,  the  name  I  remember  "  with  (my)  mouth. 
Whilst  doing  (my)  work  with  hand  and  foot  all  my  mind  is  with  the  spotless  one. 
(214).  Mah.  Y.     0  Kabir,  no  one  is  ours,  and  we  are  not  any  one's. 
By  whom  this  creation  is  made,  in  him  it  is  absorbed. 

(215).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  flour  is  fallen  into  the  mire,  nothing  has  come  to  hand. 
(What)  in  grinding  along  was  chewed,  that  went  on  with  them. 
(216).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  mind  knows  everything  and  knowingly  commits  vices. 
What  is  the  good  of  it,  if  one,  with  a  lamp  in  the  hand,  falls  into  the  well  ? 

(217).  Kabir  (says)  :  love  to  the  omniscient  one  has  seized  (me),  the  ignorant  people  keep  (me)  back. 
How  shall  a  breach  (of  love)  with  him  be  made,  whose  the  soul  and  life  are  ? 
(218).  Kabir  (says)  :  loving  houses  and  halls  why  do  you  adorn3  and  gild  them  ? 
The  work  is  three  cubits  and  half,  if  much,  three  and  three-quarters. 
(219).  Kabir  (says)  :  what  I  think,  he  does  not,  what  is  effected  by  my  thought? 
Hari  executes  his  own  thought,  which  is  not  in  my  thought. 

(220).  Mah.  III.     He  himself  will  (people)  make  to  entertain  solicitude,  and  he  himself  also  gives 
freedom  from  solicitude. 

Nanak  (says) :  he  should  be  praised,  who  takes  care  of  all. 

(221).  Mah.  V.     0  Kabir,  Earn  has  not  been  thought  of,  he  has  wandered  about  in  greediness. 

Committing  sins  he  has  died,  in  a  moment  the  end  of  life  has  come. 

(222).  Kabir  (says)  :  the  body  is  a  raw  water-jug,10  a  mere  raw  stuff. 

If  thou  wilt  keep  (it)  firm,  worship  Earn,  otherwise  (thy)  affair  is  lost. 

1  °T3^ft>  literally:  by  works  (done  in  a  former  birth). 

2  Arjun,  the  compiler  of  the  Granth,  has  interpolated  here  some  verses,  which  partly  contain  a  sharp 
censure  of  Kabir. 

3  MJJt  3TfcT=  ^B^  3cT-     W3  or  dl'fd»  when  affixed  to  a  noun,  is  used  in  Hindu!  adverbially: 
"up  to,"  "  to  the  full  of,"  "  the  whole  of"  (Sansk.  HT  or  1tfX)- 

4  ?5TvT  n-  excessive  greediness,  insatiableness. 

s  The  sense  is :  as  the  rice  has  to  suffer  for  being  in  the  companionship  of  the  husk,  so  those  have  to 
suffer  at  the  hands  of  Yafna,  who  sit  in  bad  company. 

°  txTrftr  75.  part,  past  conj.  from  ^|fy  (siGcm)  feST- 

7  Though  "  Mah.  V."  is  not  put  before  this  verse,  it  belongs  to  Arjun,  as  well  as  the  following  verse, 
which  is  likewise  not  specially  ascribed  to  him. 

8  T*fTtl5»  here,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  instead  of  JT*fT^  (1st  pers.  sing.). 

9  3T3RT  here  =  *^7ST  (or  *IW25T)'  to  coat  ornamentally  ;  in  the  older  Hindu!  ^  and  ^  r  (or  ^  rh)  is 
frequently  not  distinguished. 

10  °fld<£l  s.f.,  Hindi  ^f^TT,  from  the  Sansk.  efi^e|i;  short  a  is  occasionally  lengthened  before  r.  Instead 
of  Kara-a  (by  elision  of  efi)  we  find  frequently  in  old  Hindui  the  form  Karu-a  (e.g.  *T5»HT  =  H35)»  «  being 
changed  to  u  for  the  sake  of  euphony  and  lengthened  at  the  same  time,  as  being  accented. 
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(223).  Kabir  (says)  :  0  Kesava,  Kesava!  should  be  called  out,  it  should  not  be  slept,  0  foolish  one ! 

At  some  time  he  will  hear  the  cry  of  him,  who  is  calling  out  night  and  day. 

(224).  Kabir  (says) :  the  body  has  become  an  elephant-forest,  the  mind  an  intoxicated  elephant. 

The  goad  is  the  jewel  of  (divine)  knowledge,  the  driver  some  rare  saint. 

(225).  Kabir  (says) :  Earn  is  the  jewel,  the  mouth  the  bag,1  open  it  before  an  examiner. 

If  some  purchaser  will  come  on,  he  will  take  it  for  a  high  price.2 

(226).  Kabir  (says) :    the  name  of  Earn  was  not  known,  the  crowd  of  the  family  was  taken 
care  of. 

Even  in  business  he  died,  no  bamb  ! 3  came  out  (of  his  mouth). 

(227).  Kabir  (says)  :  in  the  twinkling4  of  the  eyes,  in  a  moment,  a  moment  (of  life)  has  passed  away. 

The  mind  does  not  give  up  (its)  cares,  Tama  has  come  and  beaten  the  kettle-drum  (of  departure). 

(228).  Kabir  (says) :  Earn  is  like  a  tree,  the  Bairagi  like  (its)  fruit. 

The  pious  man,  by  whom  debate  and  dispute  has  been  given  up,  like  its  shade. 

(229).  Kabir  (says) :  sow  such  a  seed,  that  is  bearing  fruit  during  the  whole  year ! 

(Whose)  shade  is  cool,  (whose)  fruits  are  full,  (on  which)  the  birds  are  playing. 

(230).  Kabir  (says) :  the  tree  is  liberal,  mercy  is  (its)  fruit,  assisting  the  creatures. 

The  birds  are  gone  to  foreign  countries,  the  tree  is  bearing  good  fruits. 

(231).  Kabir  (says) :  the  society  of  the  pious  is  good  luck,  it  is  written  on  (one's)  forehead. 

(If)  the  boon  of  emancipation  be  obtained,  (there  is)  no  hindrance  nor  impassable  passage. 

(232).  Kabir  (says) :  in  one  Ghari  (=  twenty-four  minutes),  half  a  Ghari,  half  of  a  half  Gharl : 

The  conversations,  which  are  made  with  devotees,  those  are  a  gain. 

(233).  Kabir  (says) :  whichever  men  drink  Bhang,  (eat  fish)  and  (drink)  liquors : 

(Though  they  go)  to  holy  watering  places,  keep  fasts  and  abstinence,  they  go  to  hell. 

(234).  Kabir  (says) :  I  put  (my)  eyes  down,  having  taken  my  sweetheart  into  (my)  heart. 

Every  relish  I  enjoy  with  my  beloved,  I  show  (him)  to  nobody. 

(235).  The  eight  watches,  (every)  hour  (my)  soul  remains  in  thy  contemplation. 

Why  should  I  put  down  my  eyes,  all  bodies  I  look  upon  as  the  beloved. 

(236).  Hear,  0  friend  !  dwells  the  soul  in  the  beloved  or  dwells  the  beloved  in  the  soul  ? 

The  soul  is  the  beloved ;  I  do  not  comprehend,  whether  in  (my)  body  is  the  soul  or  the  beloved  ? 

(237).  Kabir  (says) :  the  Brahman  is  the  Guru  of  the  world,  he  is  not  the  Guru  of  the  devotees. 

Being  entangled  and  toiling  in  the  four  Vedas  he  has  died. 

(238).  Hari  is  sugar0  scattered  in  sand,  it  cannot  be  picked  up  by  the  hands. 

Kabir  says :  the  Guru  taught  me  a  good  (word) :  having  become  an  ant  eat  it ! 

(239).  Kabir  (says) :    if   thou  hast  a  longing   for  the  beloved,   cut  off  thy  head   and  make  a 
ball6  of  it! 

Playing  and  playing  (with  it)  bring  on  ecstacy  !  whatever  happens,  may  it  happen  ! 

1  ^Mdl  *•/•  (fem.  of  ^fc)dl)>  a  small  bag  ;  Sindhi  ^rf^PCt.  Marathi  ejftafdbY. 

2  WT^TT  atU-  dear  ;  Hindi  now  TfTfTT  (Sansk.  TT^T^I)- 

3  TTET,  bamb,  used  here  as  interjection  and  therefore  constructed  as  feminine.  The  word  is  assimilated 
from  ^|J ,  the  full  expression  being :  sT^  7T^|<^c|,  Mahadev  is  the  Brahm  (or  Supreme  Being),  as  mumbled 
by  the  votaries  of  Shiva.  Another  assimilation  of  3^  is  "ET*T,  which  is  also  met  with  iu  the  Granth,  and 
essentially  the  same  as  TTEJ. 

4  *Tli^l  m-  the  twinkling  (of  the  eyes);  cf.  the  Hindi  TTZ^STT- 

6  triU>  coarse  brown  sugar,  is  in  old  Hindu!  (as  still  in  Panjahl  and  Marathi)  feminine,  in  modern 
Hindi  and  Hindustani  it  is  used  as  masculine. 

6  3lfS,  Pers.  i_fjS. 
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(240).  Kablr  (says) :    if  thou  hast  a  longing  after  the  beloved  one,  then  sport  with  a  ripe  one 
{i.e.  the  Guru) ! 

By  pressing  raw  mustard-seed l  neither  an  oil-cake  is  made  nor  oil. 

(241).  Searching  he  wanders  about  like  a  blind  one,  and  is  not  knowing  the  pious. 

Nama  (=  Namdev)  says  : ''  how  shall  the  Lord  be  obtained  without  the  devotees  ? 

(242).  Who,  having  given  up  Hari,  that  diamond,  put  their  hope  on  another  one : 

Those  men  will  go  to  hell,  says  truly  Kavidas. 

(243).  Kablr  (says) :  if  thou  establishest  a  household,  do  good,  otherwise  renounce  the  world  ! 

(Who)  puts  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  Bairagi,3  his  lucklessness  is  great. 


THE     SLOKS    OF     SHEKH    FAEID.1 

Om  !   By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

(1).  On  which  day  the  young  woman0  is  married,   (for  that)  the  auspicious  days"  are  written 
down  (before). 

The  husband,  who  (was)  heard  of  (before  only)  with  the  ears,  comes  and  shows  (his)  face. 

In  making  the  bones  crack  the  poor  soul8  is  extracted  (from  the  body). 

The  appointed  wedding  does  not  recede,  inform  (thy)  soul 9  (of  this)  ! 

0  dear  young  woman,10  death  is  the  husband,  he  will  take  away  (thy)  life. 

Having  joined11  (thy)  hands  to  whose  neck  wilt  thou  run  and  cling? 

Thinner  than  a  hair  is  the  bridge  Salat,13  has  (this  word)  not  been  heard  by  thee  ? 13 

0  Farld,  a  shrill  sound  is  made  to  thee  :  u  stand,  do  not  let  thyself  be  robbed ! 

1  TtJTe'  (from  the  Sansk.  ^T^m,  by  transition  of  p  into  b  =  v  =  u),  is  used  here  as  feminine,  though  it 
is  masculine  in  Sansk.     In  Hindi  and  Hindust.  (^PCJt)  '*  *s  likewise  feminine. 

2  The  verse  is  Kabir's  and  Namdev  is  only  quoted  in  the  second  half,  as  in  the  next  following  verse 
Ravidas,  whose  writings  were  known  to  Kablr,  as  is  proved  thereby. 

3  The  sense  is  apparently:  who  prevents  one  from  becoming  a  Bairagi. 

4  Shekh  Farid  was  a  famous  Pir  and  a  contemporary  of  Nanak.  He  was  a  Sufi  and  according  to  the 
Janam-sakhi  Nanak  had  a  good  deal  of  intercourse  with  him,  as  he  lived  not  far  from  Lahore  at  a  place 
called  IfToTM'Z^  (near  the  modern  Montgomery  station),  where  also  he  is  buried.  Disciples  of  his  are  still 
to  be  found  in  the  Panjab,  called  Shekh  Farldl  faqirs.  The  Sloks  of  Farid  are  also  of  great  interest  in  a 
linguistic  point  of  view,  as  they  represent  the  idiom  of  the  Musalmans  of  those  days. 

°  XR5  or  TjfTS,  in  Panjabi,  a  young  woman  (Sansk.  Vf^f^fiT);  it  is  frequently  used  in  the  Granth. 

6  TTvJT>  »«■  an  auspicious  day  fixed  for  a  wedding.   This  word  is  only  used  in  Panjabi  and  Sindhl  (tj  \ §\). 

7  TSS^CTj  passive  participle  present,  peculiar  to  the  Panjabi. 

8  f^fe  or  frfe,  soul,  used  in  Panjabi  and  Sindhl. 

9  fV}^  ■§■  ^,  as  we  see  from  this  and  other  passages  of  the  Granth,  was  then  the  usual  Dative-postfix, 
not  7»,  as  now-a-days. 

10  ^0  JT»  from  ^T  (^^1),  ZT.  fem-  ^t>  being  a  diminutive  affix  in  Panjabi  and  Sindhl  (see  my  Sindhl 
Gram.  p.  77). 

11  ^«)cM  =  ^375T=^rfAI,tojoin.  

12  VdtiWIJ.  instead  of  "UM+)dl^,  r  and  l  Dein£  constantly  interchanged.  3T3T3  =  Arab.  h\jf ,  name 
of  the  bridge,  suspended  over  the  midst  of  hell. 

13  T9^WfTfS=  *ISfaHT»  fern.  i.e.  T(TS,  word  ;  fjj  is  the  suffix  (=  Sindhl  \)  of  the  second  person  sing. 
"  by  thee."     See  my  Sindhl  Gram.  pp.  225  and  345  sqq. 

14  If^Tffl'*  literally :  it  falls  to  thee,  i  being  here  again  the  pronominal  suffix  of  the  2nd  pers.  sing. 
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(2).  0  Farid,  the  life  of  a  Darvesh  of  the  gate  (of  God)  is  difficult;  I  walk  after  the  manner  of 
the  world. 

I  have  bound  together  and  taken  up  a  bag,  where  shall  I  go  and  throw  it  down  ? 

(3).  It  is  not  perceived,  it  is  not  seen,1  the  world  is  a  hidden  fire.2 

By  my  Lord  I  was  healed,  otherwise  I  would  also  burn. 

(4).  0  Farid,  if  I  know,  that  the  sesam-seeds3  are  few,  I  fill  the  cavity  of  my  joined  two  palms  with  care. 

If  I  know,  that  the  bridegroom  is  young,  I  show  him  little  honour. 

(5).  If  I  know,  that  the  hem  of  my  garment  is  tearing,  I  put  a  firm  patch  (on  it). 

Like  thee  I  have  no  one,  I  have  seen  and  wandered  the  whole  world  through. 

(6).  0  Farld,  if  thou  art  clever  in  understanding,  do  not  write  an  account  of  the  evil  deeds 
(of  others) ! 

Lowering  thy  head  to  thy  own  collar  look  there ! i 

(7).  0  Farld,  who  beat  thee  with  their  fists,  do  not  beat  them  again ! 

Go  to  thy  own  house  having  kissed  their  feet ! 

(8).  0  Farld,  when  there  is  for  thee  the  time  of  earning  (eternal  goods),  thou  art  occupied  with  the  world. 

Death  is  contained5  in  the  love  (of  the  world),  when  (all)  is  full,  it  is  departed. 

(9).  See,  0  Farld,  what  has  happened,  the  beard  has  become  brown  and  white. 

The  future  has  come  near,  the  past  has  remained  far  behind. 

(10).  See,  0  Farld,  what  has  happened,  sugar  has  become  poison. 

Except  my  own  Lord,  to  whom  shall  I  tell  my  pain  ? 

(11).  0  Farid,  the  eyes  by  seeing  have  become  dim-sighted,  by  hearing  and  hearing  the  ears  have 
become  half-deaf. 

The  mango 6  has  been  ripening  and  is  gaining 7  more  colour. 

(12).  0  Farid,  some  one  enjoys  (him)  when  being  with  white  hair,  by  whom  he  was  not  enjoyed, 
when  his  hair  was  black.8 

Having  made  love  with  the  Lord  a  new  pleasure  springs  up. 

(13).  Mah.  III.     0  Farld,  the  Lord  is  always  in  black  and  white  hair,  if  one  remembers  him. 

That  love,  which  one  oneself  applies  (to  him),  does  not  affect  (him),  though  every  one  desire  it. 

This  love  is  the  cup  of  the  Lord,  to  whom  he  pleases,  to  him  he  gives  it. 

(14).  0  Farid,  by  which  eye  the  world  is  fascinated,  that  eye  I  have  seen. 

The  bird,  which  was  not  bearing  a  streak  of  collyrium,  has  sat  down  on  the  needle. 

(15).  0  Farid,  who  is  crying,  screaming  and  giving  instruction  continually, 

Is  moved  about  by  Satan,  where  shall  he  turn  his  mind  ? 

(16).  0  Farid,  become  Kusa-grass  flowing  along  with  the  stream ! 9 

One  breaks  down,  another  is  trodden  under  foot. 

Then  thou  art  introduced  10  to  the  gate  of  the  Lord. 

1  ysjcM.  Sindhi  ^ITO,  to  be  perceived;  +jl£cM,  to  be  seen,  Sindhi  ^fJTTT. 

2  Wiftl,  s.f.  fire,  Sindhi  ^Tf?>  Sansk.  ^f^  (m.). 

3  f375,  sesam-seed.     Here  the  sesam-seeds  are  meant,  which  are  distributed  by  the  bride  at  a  wedding. 
i  The  sense  is  :  look  into  thy  own  heart ! 

5  *TcJ3T  J^TiH'  =  'Wjft'.  «  and  v  constantly  interchanging  in  Panjabi.     1f33[,  death,  is  feminine. 

6  JTTfcf  f-  (Marathi  ^fT^) ,  a  well-filled  mango  bordering  on  ripeness. 

7  Sra^T,  Panjabi,  instead  of  STg^T  (in  Sindhi  cfi^Y^t)  =  SF7CT  • 

8  STR^f  MQwY,  Loc.  plur.  of  o^lWI  and  mOwi.  black  and  white  hair  =  in  youth  and  old  age. 
»  \\c£\S\  adj.  =  Sansk.  JT^Tff  «^,  flowing  or  driving  with  the  current. 

10  ^TW^JKtvT>  the  Panjabi  Present  passive,  as  still  used. 
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•  (17).  0  Farld,  the  dust  should  not  be  censured,  no  one  is  equal  to  the  dust. 

It  is  under  the  feet  of  the  living  and  upon  the  dead  ones. 

(18).  0  Farld,  when  there  is  greediness,  what  is  then  love?  if  there  is  greediness,  love  is  false. 

For  how  long  will  time  be  passed  in  a  hut  broken  by  the  rain  ? 

(19).  0  Farld,  why  dost  thou  wander  about  in  the  jungle,  the  jungle,  why  dost  thou  smash  the 
thorns  in  the  forest  ? 

The  Lord  is  dwelling  in  the  heart,1  what  art  thou  seeking  in  the  jungle  ? 

(20).  0  Farld,  with  these  slender  legs  I  have  wandered  over  low  grounds  and  hills. 

Now,  0  Farld,  a  small  march 2  has  become  to  me  3  (as  being)  of  a  hundred  kos. 

(21).  0  Farld,  the  nights  are  long,  the  sides  begin  to  burn. 

"Woe  to  the  life  of  those,  who  put  their  hope  on  another  ! 

(22).  0  Farid,  if  I  am  turned  back,  when  my  friend  has  come  : 

My  body 4  burns  like  Majith,  upon  (it)  are  coals. 

(23).  0  Farld,  he  desires  Bijaurl  grapes  and  the  Jat  plants  a  Kikkar-tree. 

He  goes  about  spinning  wool  and  wishes  to  put  on  silk-cloth. 

(24).  0  Farld,  in  the  lanes  is  mud,  the  house  is  far  away,  with  the  beloved  (I  entertain  love). 

(If)  I  go,  (my)  blanket5  gets  wet,  (if)  I  remain  (at  home),  love  breaks  asunder. 

(25).  May  get  wet  and  soaked  the  blanket,  0  Allah,  may  rain  fall : 

(Tet)  I  will  go  and  meet  with  those  friends,  lest  love  break  asunder. 

(26).  0  Farid,  I  am  in  error  about  (my)  turban,  lest  it  become  dirty. 

(My)  foolish  mind  does  not  know,  that  my  head  also  will  eat  earth. 

(27).  0  Farid,  sugar,  coarse  sugar,  refined  sugar,6  molasses,  honey,  buffalo-milk : 

All  sweet  things,  0  Lord,  do  not  come  up  to  thee. 

(28).  0  Farld,  my  bread  is  of  wood,  my  condiment  is  hunger. 

By  whom  buttered  bread  is  eaten,  they  will  suffer  much  pain. 

(29).  Eat  bare  dry  bread  and  drink  cold  water ! 

0  Farld,  seeing  the  buttered  bread  of  others  do  not  tantalize  (thy)  soul ! 

(30).  Till  now  she  has  not  slept  with  (her)  husband,  (her)  body  is  turned  back. 

Go  and  ask  the  ill-fated  woman,  how  the  night  is  passed  by  her  ? 

(31).  At  her  father's-in-law  she  gets  no  entrance,  in  her  father's  house  she  finds  no  place. 

Her  husband  does  not  ask  her  a  single  word,  (and  yet)"  she  is  called  a  happy  married  woman.7 

(32).  In  her  father's-in-law  and  in  her  father's  house  she  is  her  beloved's,  (her)  beloved  is  in- 
approachable and  bottomless. 

Kanak  (says)  :  she  is  a  happy  married  woman,  who  is  pleasing  to  him,  who  is  without  concerns.8 

(33).  (Who)  is  bathed,  washed  and  adorned,  who  sleeps  and  has  no  care  : 

0  Farid,  she  is  surrounded9  with  Assafoetida,  the  fragrance  of  musk  is  gone. 

1  tvJtTTSfWr  fern,  dimin.  of  ftfnf ,  heart  (instead  of  fUURft  or  fvTOfift)- 

2  c^-H^|,  s.m.  dim.  usually  written  ^  (^tfffl  >  dim.). 

3  lj|6fyf,  has  become  to  me  (Sindhi  f?T^tf»T),  mi  being  pronominal  suffix  of  the  1st  pers.  sing. 

4  vJ^Tj  m.  properly  =  flesh  ;  here  =  body ;  cf.  verse  40. 

6  5TR5Y  (now  #*JWt),  a  coarse  woollen  blanket,  which  the  Panjabis  wear  in  rainy  weather  and  during 
the  cold  season. 

6  fo<jld>  Pers-  CL>*Cj  refined  sugar. 

7  The  following  verse  gives  the  solution  of  this  paradoxon. 

8  This  verse  is  not  Farid's,  but  of  a  certain  Nanak ;  in  none  of  the  manuscripts,  however,  I  have  compared, 
I  find  the  mahalla  put  down  ;  very  likely  the  verse  is  Guru  Arjun's,  the  compiler  of  the  Granth. 

9  The  words  must  thus  be  divided:  1J  TJ^t;  T*W2*T  =  %^ST>  *"  surround. 
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(34).  Youth  is  passing,  I  am  not  afraid,  if  love  to  the  beloved  does  not  pass. 

0  Farid,  of  what  (use)  is  youth  without  love  ?  it  is  faded  and  gone  ! 

(35).  Care  is  (my)  bedstead,  pain  the  coarse  twine  (of  the  bedstead),  the  pangs  of  separation  (my) 
bedding  (and)  coverlet. 

Behold  this  my  life,  0  true  Lord ! 

(36).  0  pangs  of  separation,  0  pangs  of  separation,  (thus)  it  should  be  said,  0  pangs  of  separation, 
you  are  (my)  king  ! 

0  Farid,  in  which  body  no  pangs  of  separation  spring  up,  that  body  consider  as  a  burning-ground  ! 

(37).  0  Farid,  these  Gandal-stalks '  of  poison  are  put  down  overlaid  with  sugar. 

Some,  in  cooking  them,  are  gone  off,  some  have  thrown  away  the  cooked  one. 

(38).  0  Farid,  four  (watches)  are  passed  in  walking  about,  four  are  passed  in  sleeping. 

The  Lord  will  ask  account :  of  what  use  wert  thou  ? 

(39).  0  Farid,  having  gone  to  the  gate  hast  thou  seen  the  gong? 

This  one  is  innocently  beaten,  what  (will  be)  the  state  of  us,  the  guilty  ones  ? 

(40).  At  every  Ghari  it  is  beaten,  at  every  watch  it  receives  punishment. 

That  (my)  body  passes,  like  the  gong,  in  pain  the  night. 

(41).  Shekh  Farid  has  become  old,  (his)  body  begins  to  shake. 

If  there  should  be  a  life  of  a  hundred  years,  yet  the  body  will  become  ashes. 

(42).  0  Farid,  let  me  not  sit  at  the  gate  of  another,  0  Lord  ! 

If  thou  wilt  put  me  so,  take  my  soul  out  of  my  body  ! 

(43).  On  the  shoulder  an  axe,  on  the  head  a  large  earthen  vessel,  the  blacksmith  is  King2  in' 
the  forest. 

0  Farid,  I  desire  my  own  beloved,  thou  desirest  coals. 

(44).  0  Farid,  some  have  much  flour,  some  have  no  salt  (even). 

Having  gone  on  (to  the  other  world)  they  will  be  known,  who  will  be  beaten  in  the  face. 

(45).  With  (them)  are  kettle-drums,  umbrellas  on  the  head,  pipers 3  and  minstrels.4 

Having  gone  they  are  fallen  asleep  in  the  cemetery,  like  the  poor  °  they  are  buried. 

(46).  0  Farid,  though  they  were  erecting  houses,  halls,  upper-storied  houses,  yet  they  are  gone. 

Having  made  a  false  traffic  they  are  gone  and  sunk  in  the  grave. 

(47).  0  Farid,  in  a  patched  quilt  there  are  many  pins,  in  the  life  there  is  no  one.6 

At  their  several  turns  the  Shekhs  have  departed. 

(48).  0  Farid,  whilst  the  two  lamps  '  were  burning,  the  angel  (of  death)  came  and  sat  down. 

The  fort  (of  the  body)  was  taken,  the  heart  robbed,  he  went  away  having  extinguished  the  lamps. 

(49).  0  Farid,  look,  what  is  done  to  cotton,  what  has  happened  to  the  sesam-seeds  ! 

(What)  to  the  sugar-cane  and  paper  in  a  pit  of  burning  coals  ! 

This  is  the  punishment  for  those,  who  do  bad  works. 

1  A-iib  (s-/.)»  name  of  a  certain  plant,  apparently  poisonous. 

2  «7W3  =  /^J  ,  King,  Emperor,  (Caesar). 

3  %$\>  a  piper.  Sansk.  fff^i. 

4  ^rfdoi.  composed  of  fljj,  call,  cry,  and  ^HJ  (—"3^,  t!W?>T>  to  scream,  to  cry),  literally:  uttering  a 
cry  or  scream,  as  their  singing  amounts  usually  to  a  screaming. 

5  >W5\*T>  corrupted  from  *j3J,  an  orphan,  a  helpless,  poor  person.  J»f3Y*n  (  =  flfjfat)  >s  the  Gen. 
Plur.,  the  postposition  fy{@  being  omitted. 

6  The  sense  is :  life  cannot  be  kept  together  by  means  of  pins  as  a  patched  quilt. 

7  i.e.  the  two  eyes. 
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(50).  0  Farid,  on  the  shoulder  is  the  prayer-carpet,  on  the  neck  a  woollen  shirt,1  in  the  heart  a 
dagger,  molasses  in  the  mouth. 

Outward  light  is  seen,  in  the  heart  there  is  dark  night. 

(51).  0  Farid,  not  a  bit  ofolood  issues,  if  one  out  the  body. 

Those  who  are  in  love  with  the  Lord,  in  their  body  is  no  blood. 

(52).  Mah.  III.  This  body  is  all  blood,  without  blood  there  is  no  body. 

Who  are  enamoured  with  (their)  beloved,  in  that  (their)  body  there  is  no  blood  of  greediness. 

When  fear  has  fallen  (on  it),3  the  body  becomes  emaciated,  the  blood  of  greediness  recedes  from  within. 

As  by  fire  the  metal  becomes  purified,  so  the  fear  of  Hari  removes  the  filth  of  folly. 

Nanak  (says)  :  those  bodies  are  beautiful,  which  are  steeped  in  the  colour  of  Hari. 

(53).  0  Farid,  seek  (that)  pond,  from  which  the  thing  is  obtained  ! 

What  is  the  good  of  seeking  a  pool  ?  the  hand  sinks  into  the  mire. 

(54).  0  Farid,  when  young  I  did  not  enjoy  my  beloved,  having  become  old  I  died.3 

The  woman  is  screaming  in  the  grave  :  I  have  not  met  with  thee,  0  beloved  ! 

(55).  0  Farid,  the  head  has  become  grey,4  the  beard  is  grey,  the  mustachoes  are  grey. 

0  careless,  foolish  mind,  dost  thou  (still)  enjoy  pleasures? 

(56).  0  Farid,  how  much  fluttering  is  there  in  the  house!  0  friend,  put  away  sleep! 

The  days,  that  are  obtained,  are  counted,5  they  are  fast,  fast  gone. 

(57).  0  Farid,  houses,  halls,  upper-storied  houses — do  not  apply  thy  mind  to  this  !■ 

(When)  the  dust,  that  is  not  to  be  weighed,  has  fallen  (upon  thee),  no  one  will  be  thy  friend. 

(58).  0  Farid,  do  not  apply  (thy)  mind  to  mansion  and  property,  apply  it  with  all  efforts6  to  death ! 

Remember  that  place,  whither  thou  hast  to  go  ! 

(59).  0  Farid,  in  which  works  there  is  no  benefit,  those  works  forget ! 

Lest  thou  become  ashamed  in  the  court  of  the  Lord. 

(60).  0  Farid,  render  service  to  the  Lord,  put  a  stop  to  the  wandering7  of  thy  heart ! 

To  Darveshes  the  patience a  of  trees  is  necessary. 

(61).  0  Farid,  black  are  my  clothes,  black  is  my  dress. 

Full  of  sins  I  wander  about,  the  world  calls  me  a  Darvesh. 

(62).  By  hot  water  (a  field)  does  not  sprout,  though  one  immerse  (it)  in  water. 

0  Farid,  the  woman,  who  is  disliked  by  (her)  Lord,  goes  on  grieving. 

(63).  When  she  is  a  girl,  there  is  desire  (for  marriage),  (when)  she  is  married,  there  are  troubles. 

0  Farid,  she  regrets  it,  that  she  does  not  again  become  a  girl. 

(64).  Geese 9  have  come  and  descended  on  a  pond  in  saltpetre  soil. 

They  dip  their  bills  (into  the  water),  buf  do  not  drink,  they  burn10  to  fly  away. 

1  ^  (=  t-»r")> liere  in  the  sense  of  <j^> a  kind  of  shirt' without  s,eeves> worn  by  Fa(llrs- 

2  §  Vfewh  Locative,  fear  having  fallen. 

3  *J2tonT,  as  well  as  fiR^WrH,  is  the  first  person  sing.  fem.  of  the  preterite  (cf.  the  Sindhi 
TT^Tftr) ;  see  my  Sindhi  Gram.  p.  289. 

1  irfoWfT.  Sansk.  irf^cf. 

0  3n2^T  (from  3Me\<M,  to  count),  the  participle  pass,  pies.,  Sindhi  ^nfTSpft;  see  my  Sindhi  Gram.  p.  220. 

6  *T3T3ft  is  the  Ablat.  of  *T37*  (or  *&&  =  W*m,  with  all  efforts,  as  still  used  in  Marathi). 

7  ^rife.  wandering,  straying  about,  Sansk.  ^TT^f  ■ 

8  •iftHtfe  */•  patience,  endurance  ;  the  word  has  become  quite  obsolete. 

9  xpf  =  UJT  &*)>  s  beinS  occasionally  changed  to  jh.     See  my  Sindhi  Gram.  Introd.  p.  xxx. 

10  £*  *./.  burning,   verbal  noun  of  5^ST  to  burn   (Sansk.   ^J,  passive  of  ^f),  Sindhi  (without 

Anusvara)  ^Jlff. 

'  87 
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(65).  Geese  flying  along  have  fallen  on  Kodhra  grain,1  the  people  go  and  drive  them  away. 

The  foolish  people  do  not  know,  that  geese  do  not  eat  Kodhra  grain. 

(66).  Off  are  gone  the  birds,  by  which  the  low  grounds  were  peopled. 

0  Farld,  the  filled  pond  also  will  go,  the  lonely  lotuses  are  knocked  up. 

(67).  0  Farid,  a  brick  for  a  pillow,  sleeping  on  the  ground,  the  worm  fighting  in  the  flesh  : 

How  many  ages  have  passed,  since  he  has  fallen  on  one  side  ?2 

(68).  0  Farid,  the  beautiful  jar  is  gone  to  pieces,  broken  is  the  rope  of  the  plough.3 

In  which  house  is  the  Angel  Ajra.il 4  a  guest  to-day  ? 

(69).  0  Farld,  the  beautiful  jar  is  gone  to  pieces,  broken  is  the  rope  of  the  plough. 

The  friends,  who  were  prostrated  on  the  ground,  how  shall  they  come  to-day  ? 

(70).  0  Farid,  0  prayerless  dog,  this  is  not  a  good  custom. 

Thou  hast  never  gone  the  five  times  to  the  mosque. 

(71).  Eise,  0  Farld,  make  oblation,  say  prayers  in  the  morning  ! 

The  head,  that  does  not  bow  to  the  Lord,  that  head  cut  off ! 

(72).  The  head,  that  does  not  bow  to  the  Lord,  what  should  be  done  to  it  ? 

It  should  be  burnt  under  a  large  jar  instead  of  fuel ! 5 

(73).  0  Farid,  where  is  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  by  whom  thou  wast  begotten  ? 

They  have  departed  from  thee  and  thou  dost  not  yet  believe  (it)  ? 

(74).  0  Farld,  considering  the  mind  as  a  plain  remove  the  holes  and  hillocks  (therein). 

Then  thou  wilt  by  no  means  enter  the  hell-fire  in  the  other  world. 

(75).  Hah.  V.  0  Farld,  the  creator  is  in  the  creature,  the  creature  dwells  in  the  Lord. 

Who  shall  be  called  bad,  when  there  is  no  one  without  him? 

(76).  0  Farid,  on  which  day  (ray)  navel-string  was  cut,  if  (the  midwife)  had  cut  a  little  (my)  throat : 

So  many  troubles  would  not  fall  (on  me),  I  would  not  suffer  so  much  pain. 

(77).  The  grinders  {i.e.  the  teeth),  the  feet,  the  gems  (=eyes)  and  the  ears"  are  gone. 

The  body  emitted  a  sigh,  that  these  dear  friends  are  gone. 

(78).  0  Farid,  do  good  to  a  wicked  man,  do  not  let  anger  roam  in  (thy)  mind! 

Sickness  will  not  stick  to  thy  body,  everything  will  fall  into  (thy)  lap. 

(79).  0  Farid,  0  guest  of  half  a  (lunar)  month,7  the  world  is  a  beautiful  garden. 

(Thy)  turn  has  struck,  prepare  to  go  off  with  the  dawn  ! 

(80).  0  Farid,  musk  is  distributed  in  the  night,  to  the  sleeping  ones  no  portion8  is  allotted. 

"Whose  eyes  are  drowsy,  whence "  (should)  their  meeting  (with  it  come)  ? 

(81).  0  Farid,  I  know,  that  I  am  in  pain  and  that  the  whole  "world  is  in  pain. 

Having  risen  high  up  I  saw,  that  in  every  house  there  is  this  fire. 

5TTT  m-i  an  inferior  kind  of  grain  (Paspalum  frumentaceum),  Sansk.  ^ftjra.    The  d  is  aspirated  by 
the  influence  of  r. 

2  i.e.  in  the  grave.     The  subject  is  not  mentioned. 

3  7ST3T3,  a  plough,  Sansk.  5TT1f5f. 

*  Arabic:   (J-S^jr,  the  angel  of  death. 

6  y  IW<A  ?T7  WlfS-     ifel  is  used  in  the  old  Panjabi  instead  of  the  modern  ^T  (or  cftf),  as  still  in 
Sindhi ;  see  my  SindhI  Gram.  p.  129. 

6  ^TcSfaf^  ear,  literally:  the  hearer.     The  word  is  now  quite  obsolete.     In  its  original  signification 
(a  hearer)  it  occurs  in  the  Rag  Vadhans,  Chant,  Mali.  V.,  Slok  I. 

7  \pdf,  Sansk.  Xf^. 

8  3T@j  portion  =  Sansk.  IfTT- 

9  o71>fT@,  Sindhi  3iW$,  whence? 
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(82).  Mdh.  V.  0  Farid,  the  world  is  delightful,  (but)  in  it  is  a  painful  garden. 

Those  who  are  cherished  by  (their)  Plr,  them  the  flame  does  not  touch. 

(83).  Mah.  Y.  0  Farid,  life  is  pleasant  in  company  with  a  beautiful  body.1 

Some  rare  ones  are  found,  who  are  in  love  with  the  beloved  one. 

(84).  Do  not  pull  down  the  bank  of  a  river,  thou  also  must  give  account ! 

Whither  the  will  of  the  Lord  (points),  thither  the  river  makes  (its)  wandering. 

(85).  0  Farid,  with  pain  the  day  is  gone,  with  gripes  the  night. 

Standing  the  ferryman  cries  out :  the  boat  is  along  the  bank  ! 2 

(86).  Long,  long  the  river  flows  underneath  the  bank. 

What  can  the  high  bank  do  to  the  boat,  if  the  ferryman  remains  cautious  ? 

(87).  0  Farid,  in  words  twenty  are  good  friends,  seeking  the  One  I  (fern.)  do  not  obtain  him. 

I  burn  like  cinders  of  cow-dung  on  account  of  that  my  beloved. 

(88).  0  Farid,  this  body  is  always  barking,  it  is  continually  in  some  pain. 

I  put  stopples  into  (my)  ears,  the  wind  may  (then)  blow  anywhere. 

(89).  0  Farid,  the  dates  of  the  Lord  are  ripe,  rivers  of  honey  flow. 

The  days  of  youth,3  they  are  to  be  accounted  as  (real)  life.4 

(90).  0  Farid,  the  body  is  dried  up,  it  has  become  a  cage,  the  crows  are  pecking  away  (its)  plastering.5 

Till  now  the  Lord  has  not  been  met  with,  behold  the  lot  of  (his)  servant ! 

(91).  0  crow,  (my)  cadaver  is  thoroughly  searched  through,  all  (my)  flesh  is  eaten  (by  thee). 

Do  not  touch  these  two  eyes,  I  hope  to  see  my  beloved  (with  them) ! 

(92).  0  crow,  do  not  gnaw  (my)  cage  (=  body),  it  is  inhabited,  fly  therefore  away  ! 

In  which  cage  my  bridegroom  dwells,  from  that 6  do  not  eat  the  flesh  ! 

(93).  0  Farid,  the  humble  grave  cries  out :  0  houseless  one,  come  to  (my)  house  ! 

At  last  thou  must  come  to  my  place,7  do  not  be  afraid  of  dying ! 

(94)*.  Whilst  these  mine  eyes  were  looking  on  how  many  people  have  departed  ! 

0  Farid,  to  the  people  their  own  (turn),  to  me  mine  is  allotted. 

(95).  (If)  thou  adornestthy  own  self,  thou  wilt  meet  with  me,  in  meeting  with  me  there  will  behappiness.8 

0  Farid,  if  thou  remainest  mine,  the  whole  world  is  thine.9 

(96).  On  a  river-bank  how  long  will  a  tree  remain  firm  ? 

0  Farid,  how  long  will  water  be  kept  in  a  raw  vessel  ? 

(97).  0  Farid,  they  are  gone  to  an  empty  hall,  their  dwelling  is  made  beneath  (the  ground). 

Wrestling  (their)  poor  spirits  dispute  with  the  graves. 

Service  (to  God)  is  ordered,  0  Shekh !  to-day  or  to-morrow  we  must  start. 

(98).  0  Farid,  he  who  is  bound  by  death  appears  like  one,  who  is  thrown  into  the  river  (or  ocean). 

In  the  other  world  the  hell  is  heated,  a  howl  is  heard  and  a  scream  rises. 

1  The  sense  is  apparently ;  in  company  with  a  beautiful  wife. 

2  o[\JT3,  the  (high)  bank  of  a  river  (Sindhl  "flXJ^);  ""1";^=  <cf5  is  postposition:  on  the  side  of,  along 
(cf.  Sindhl  S(fz,  Marathi  efjfY). 

8  We  divide  the  words  thus :  ^[  y\<£8  «jfa""'T;  "rT^e?T.  rather  a  curious  form  for  yfSiTi  youth  ("Jffa«"). 
JWl>  day  (dim.  of  ^fcj,  Sindhl  ^f^,  Prak.  f^-fr,  Sansk.  f^SRQ. 

4  "Qvffl  <T""[  V~cf2~>>  literally :  they  fall  into  the  hand  of  life,  i.e.  are  possessed  as  life. 
6  3?5^  s.f.  in  the  sense  of  plastering,  is  peculiar  to  the  Panjabl. 

6  f3^  =  f^  "JT,  "J"  being  an  Ablative  affix  (Sansk.  rf^,  Prak.  ^f ,  Panjabl  ^). 

7  5^  f^;  ff  is  the  Locative  of  T3(%,  place. 

8  This  is  the  address  of  God  and  the  following  line  the  answer  of  Farid. 

9  The  sense  is :  I  do  not  care  then  for  the  whole  world. 
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Some- have  become  very  prudent,1  some  wander  about  careless. 

The  works,  that  are  done  in  the  world,  are  witness  at  the  court  (of  God). 

(99).  0  Farld,  on  the  bank  of  a  river  sits  a  crane  and  sports. 

Whilst  playing  hawks  have  unawares  fallen  on  the  goose.2 

The  hawks  of  the  Lord  have  fallen  (on)  it,  the  sports  are  forgotten. 

Those  who  in  their  mind  (and)  thought  will  not  remember  (him),  they3  are  destroyed  by  the  Lord. 

(100).  To  three  maunds  and  a  half  the  body  rises  by  means  of  water  and  grain. 

The  servant  has  come  into  the  world  entertaining  again  hope.4 

"When  the  angel  of  death  will  come,  breaking  all  gates  : 

He  is  bound  before  all  those  beloved  brothers. 

Behold,  the  servant  is  gone  on  the  shoulder  of  four  men. 

0  Farld,  the  works,  that  are  done  in  the  world,  they  are  of  use  at  the  threshold  (of  God). 
(101).  0  Farld,  I  am  a  sacrifice  to  those  birds,  whose  dwelling  is  in  the  jungle. 

Gravel  they  pick  up  (with  their  beak),  they  dwell  in  the  desert,  they  do  not  give  up  the  side 
of  the  Lord. 

(102).  0  Farid,  the  season  has  returned,  the  tree  is  shaken,  the  leaves  are  dropping  off. 

In  the  four  corners  I  have  searched,  there  is  nowhere  a  firm  stay. 

(103).  O  Farid,  having  torn  in  pieces  (my)  silk  petticoat  I  made  a  flag  of  it,  a  small  blanket  I  put  on.5 

In  which  dresses  the  Lord  is  met  with,  those  dresses  I  make. 

(104).  Mali.  III.  Why  art  thou  tearing  thy  silk  petticoat  and  puttest  on  a  small  blanket? 

Nanak  (says) :  by  sitting  in  (one's)  house  the  beloved  one  is  met  with,  if  thou  dire&t  thy  intention  right. 

(105).  Mah.  IV.  O  Farid,  those  who  are  proud  of  their  greatness,  being  aware  of  (their)  wealth 
and  youth : 

They  are  gone  devoid  of  the  Lord,  like  hills  (devoid)  of  rain. 

(106).  O  Farld,  their  faces  are  dreadful,  by  whom  the  name  is  forgotten. 

Here  they  have  much  pain,  in  the  other  world  they  have  neither  place  nor  spot.6 

(107).  O  Farid,  thou  hast  not  waked  the  latter  part  of  the  night  (nor)  hast  thou  died  whilst  living. 

Though  thou  hast  forgotten  the  Lord,  the  Lord  has  not  forgotten  thee. 

(108).  Mah.  V.  O  Farid,  the  beloved  is  delightful,  great  and  not  in  need  of  anything. 

To  be  in  love  with  the  Lord,  this  is  true  decoration. 

(109).  Mah.  V.  O  Farid,  considering  pain  and  pleasure  as  the  same  drop  the  change  (between  them) 
from  thy  heart ! 

Who  is  pleasing  to  Allah,  he  is  well  off,  by  him  (his)  court  is  obtained. 

(110).  Mah.  V.  O  Farid,  the  world  sounds  as  it  is  sounded,  thou  also  art  sounding  with  it. 

That  creature  does  not  sound,  of  which  Allah  takes  care. 

(111).  Mah.  V.  O  Farid,  the  heart  is  attached  to  this  world,  the  world  is  of  no  use. 

The  post '  of  the  Faqirs  is  difficult,  it  is  obtained  by  a  full  destiny, 

1  fy^AT  7>  T3  T^T  *WT1JT>  literally:  to  some  all  prudence  has  come. 

2  yJ|WI,  crane,  and  UTJ,  goose,  have  here  been  taken  as  synonyms. 

3  The  subject  is  feminine. 

4  nrw&t  s.f.  hope  =  ikiht- 

6  The  Faqirs  in  India  generally  erect  a  flag  in  front  of  their  dwellings  and  wear  coarse  woollen  clothes. 
To  this  custom  the  verse  alludes. 

6  In  some  good  MSS.  this  verse  is  ascribed  to  Aijun  (Mali.  V.),  whereas  the  Lahore  lithographed  copy 
has  no  such  sign. 

7  f)f7TC7,  s.f.  post,  station,  Arabic  (Ji^i . 
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(112).  la  the  first  watch  (of  the  night)  there  are  blossoms,  fruits  also  in  the  latter  part  of  the  night. 

Those  who  wake  obtain  (them),  they  are  a  gift  from  the  Lord. 

(113).  The  gifts  are  the  Lord's,  what  can  he  be  prevailed  upon? 

Some  who  wake  do  not  obtain  tiiem,  some  who  are  sleeping  he  arouses  and  gives  them  to  them. 

(114).  0  thou,  who  art  seeking  the  love  of  thy  husband,  in  thy  body  is  some  vice. 

Those  who  have  the  name  of  happy  married  women,  they  are  not  given  to  idle  prating  (and)  wrangling. 

(115).  (If)  patience  in  the  heart  (be)  the  bow,  (and  if)  this  be  bent  by  patience  : 1 

The  arrow  of  patience  does  not  miss  the  creator. 

(116).  Patience  is  within  the  patient  ones,  thus  they  burn  (their)  body. 

They  become  near  God,  (but  their)  secret  they  do  not  give  to  any  one. 

(117).  This  is  the  object3  of  patience ;  if  thou,  0  servant  (of  God),  render  it  firm. 

Increasing  thou  becomest  a  sea,  decreasing  thou  dost  not  become  a  canal.3 

(118).  0  Farid,  the  Darvesh-ship  is  difficult;  (with  most)  it  is  the  love  to  buttered  bread. 

By  some  few  (only)  the  (true)  rite  of  the  Darveshes  is  set  agoing. 

(119).  (My)  body  is  heated  like  an  oven,  (my)  bones  burn  like  fuel. 

(If)  I  am  tired  in  my  feet,  I  move  on  on  my  head  in  the  hope,  that  my  beloved  may  be  met  with. 

(120).  Mah.  V.4  Do  not  heat  (thy)  body  like  an  oven,  do  not  burn  (thy)  bones  like  fuel ! 

What  is  the  good  of  injuring  (thy)  head  and  feet  ?  behold  (thy)  beloved  inside  ! 

(121).  I  am  seeking  my  sweetheart  and  my  sweetheart  is  with  me. 

Nanak  (says) :  the  invisible  one  is  not  seen,  (to)  the  disciple  he  {i.e.  the  Guru)  shows  (him). 

(122).  Seeing  the  geese  swimming  the  cranes  (also)  became  desirous  (of  swimming). 

The  helpless  cranes  sank  and  died,  with  the  head  downwards  and  the  feet  upwards. 

(123).  "When  I  know,  that  it  is  a  great  goose,5 1  keep  company  with  it. 

If  I  know,  that  it  is  a  helpless  crane,  I  never  associate 6  with  it  in  (my)  life. 

(124).  "What  is  the  goose,  what  is  the  crane?  on  which  he  looks  favourably: 

If  it  pleases  him,  0  Nanak,  he  makes  from  (that)  crow  a  goose.' 

(125).  The  bird  is  alone  on  the  pond,  the  nooses  (and)  entanglements  are  fifty. 

This  body  is  immersed  in  the  waves;  0  True  one,  (my)  hope  is  in  thee ! 

(126).  "What  is  that  word,  what  that  virtue,  what  that  gem  (and)  mantra? 

"What  that  garb,  that  I  may  make,  by  which  the  beloved  one  may  come  into  my  power  ? 

(127).  Bowing  is  that  word,  patience  the  virtue,  the  tongue  the  gem  and  mantra. 

Make  these  three  thy  garb,  0  sister,  then  the  beloved  one  will  come  into  thy  power  ! 

1  The  Lahore  lithographed  copy  reads:  7>fao.  which  gives  no  sense.  The  manuscript  reading  is 
jffajS  =  fjSTJ^  (n  and  r  frequently  interchanging,  as  in  Sindhi),  part,  past  of  f2STJ^??T>  to  be  bent,  literally : 
this  the  bent  one  of  patience  =  this  being  bent  by  patience. 

2  WMT©'  »■  object,  purpose.  In  this  sense  the  word  frequently  occurs  in  the  Granth.  But  the  other 
meaning :  sweetness,  savour,  (from  ^T<^)  will  also  suit  the  context  here. 

3  ^TvTWT,  a  canal  or  a  side-branch  of  the  river  (Sindhi  ^T5^)- 

4  Some  MSS.  do  not  ascribe  this  verse  to  the  Mah.  V.,  but  as  it  is  a  reply  to  the  preceding  verse,  it  is 
very  likely,  that  those  manuscripts,  which  attribute  this  verse  to  Guru  Arjun,  are  in  the  right.  In  the  same 
way  the  following  verse  too  must  be  ascribed  to  Arjun,  though  none  of  the  MSS.  bears  the  mark  of  Mah.  V. 

5  <J£iJ*L  literally :  a  great  goose,  i.e.  a  great  devotee. 

6  JlfaT  ^3*T>  t0  associate,  to  keep  company  (*&[=  the  Sanskrit  ^,  not  ^ff ),  literally:  to  close  an 
embrace. 

7  This  verse  belongs  likewise  to  Arjun,  who  is  fond  of  criticizing  what  he  reads,  and  of  making 
objections  to  it,  though  in  none  of  the  manuscripts  nor  in  the  Lahore  lithographed  copy  it  is  attributed  to 
the  Mah.  V. 
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(128).  Who,  -when  there  is  wisdom  (in  him),  becomes  foolish ; 

Who,  when  there  is  power  (in  him),  becomes  weak  ; 

Who  his  unreal  self  gives  away : 

Such  a  one  is  called  a  devotee. 

(129).  Do  not  say,  that  one  (thing)  is  distasteful,  in  all  is  the  true  Lord. 

Do  not  grieve  the  heart  of  any  one,  all  are  invaluable  rubies  ! 

(130).  All  hearts  are  rubies,  to  grieve  them  is  by  no  means  good. 

If  thou  art  longing  after  thy  beloved,  do  not  grieve  the  heart  of  any  one  ! 


SAVAIE1  REFERRING   TO   THE   FIRST   MAHALA. 

(PANEGYRIC  OF  NANAK.) 

Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

(BY  THE  BHATT  EALASU.) 

I. 

With  one  mind  meditate  on  the  divine  male,  the  giver  of  blessings ! 

He  is  always  renowned  as  the  support  of  the  saints. 

Taking  his  feet  I  make  them  dwell  in  my  heart. 

Then  I  sing  the  qualities  of  Nanak,  the  most  excellent  Guru. 

II. 

I  sing  the  qualities  of  the  most  excellent  Guru,  the  ocean  of  comfort,  the  remover  of  sin,  the  pond 
of  the  Sabd.2 

The  Jogis  and  Jangams  sing  the  deep  ocean  of  firmness  (and)  wisdom,  reflecting  on  it. 

Indra  and  the  others  sing  (them),  the  Bhagat  Prahlad  and  the  others,  by  whom  the  sweetness  of 
their  own  spirit  was  known. 

I,  the  poet  Kalasu,  sing  the  glory  of  Guru  Hanak,  by  whom  the  Rag-jog a  was  performed. 

III. 

Janak  and  the  others  sing  (them),  the  devoted  chief  Jogis,  who  are  at  all  times 4  full  of  the  love 
of  Hari. 

Sanak  and  the  others  sing  (them),  the  saints,  Siddhas  and  the  others,  the  holy  Munis  sing  (them), 
who  are  without  deceit. 

His  qualities  sings  Dh5m,5  whose  circle  is  immovable,  by  devotion  (and)  love  the  juice  (of  Hari) 
was  known  by  him. 

I,  the  poet  Kalasu,  sing  the  glory  of  Guru  Nanak,  by  whom  the  Rag-jog  was  performed. 

1  *)<ciTly  (Plur.)  or  +|<J 0} ,  verses  of  a  certain  kind  of  Prakrit  metre. 

2  ^H^  >  f°r  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  =  Tf<J. 

3  (Jlrl  ^TT>  doing  secular  business  and  yet  performing  abstract  meditation. 

4  +ldy  5J5T)  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  instead  of  ?T3'3[  STR5. 

5  TTJJ,  Sansk.  ^"RJ1,  name  of  a  Rishi. 
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IV. 

Kapila1  with  the  others  sings  (them),  who  is  at  the  beginning,  the  chief  Jogi,  boundless,  the  best 
of  Avatars.  • 

Jamadagni  sings  (them),  the  Lord  (=  father)  of  Parasram  with  the  axe  in  the  hand,  who  has  sprung 
from  Eaghu. 

Udhau,8  AkrSr,3  Bidr4  sing  (his)  qualities,  by  whom  (Plur.)  the  universal  spirit  was  known. 

I,  the  poet  Kalasu,  sing  the  glory  of  Guru  Mnak,  by  whom  the  Rag-jog  was  performed. 

V. 

(His)  qualities  sing  the  four  castes,  the  six  philosophical  systems, 
Brahma  and  the  others  remember '  (his)  qualities. 

(His)  qualities  sings  Ses  (=  Shesha-naga)  with  the  juice  of  a  thousand  tongues,  at  the  beginning 
and  at  the  end  being  given  to  deep  meditation  and  contemplation.6 

(His)  qualities  sings  Mahadev,  the  BairagI,  by  whom  unintermittingly  deep  reflection  is  comprehended. 
The  poet  Kalasu  sings  the  glory  of  Guru  Nanak,  by  whom  the  Kag-jog  was  performed. 

VI. 

The  Raj-jog  was  performed  (by  him),  the  fearless  one  dwelt  in  (his)  heart. 

The  whole  creation  is  saved,  taking  the  name  (of  Hari)  it  crosses  constantly. 

(His)  qualities  sing  Sanak  and  the  others,  the  first  ones  (of  creation),  Janak  and  the  others,  up  to 
the  ages. 

Blessed,  blessed  is  the  Guru,  blessed  (his)  birth,  profitable 7  (and)  good  to  the  world. 

In  hell  (and)  in  the  (heavenly)  cities  there  is  the  cry  of  "  victory,"  by  (me)  the  humble  poet  it  is 
beautifully  described. 

Guru  Nanak  (was)  delighted  in  the  name  of  Hari,  by  him8  the  Bag-jog  was  performed. 

VII. 

In  the  Satya-yuga  it  was  performed  (by  him),  Bali  was  deceived  (by  him)  by  becoming  a  dwarf.9 
In  the  Treta-yuga  it  was  performed,  (he  was)  called  Bam  of  the  Eaghu  family. 
In  the  Dvapara-yuga  Krisan,  Murari,  Kans  was  saved10  (by  him). 
To  Ugrasen  the  kingdom  was  given,  security  to  the  devotees. 


1  31R5  =  ^if^Tf  a  Muni  (traditionally  the  founder  of  the  Sakhya  philosophical  system),  who  is  identified 
with  Vishnu. 

'  Q*\Q  =  Sansk.  ^If^,  nom.  prop,  of  a  Yadava,  companion  of  Krishna. 
8  *W73  =  Sansk.  ^n?f^>  Krishna's  paternal  uncle. 

4  ffclid  =  Sansk.  f%S^,  a  companion  of  Krishna. 

5  f*T*rafW>  a  curious  form  (a  Sanskrit  imitation,  anti  being  changed,  by  some  mistake  or  other,  to  anthi). 

6  V7H,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  =  'qfe,  which  in  Panjabi  and  Sindhi  signifies  also  "  contemplation." 
'  JRGTW'  Sindhi  ^rqqiqf,  profitable,  advantageous  (Sansk.  'S!^5nsf). 

8  §  is  here  Formative  Sing,  of  3- 

9  Nanak  is  here  described  as  an  Avatar  and  identified  with  Vishnu-Krishna. 

10  Q-JldU  (?fTrHr)>  wl10  nas  accomplished  the  object  of  existence  =  emancipated. 
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In  the  Kali-yuga  is  Guru  Nanak  the  authority,  he  is  (also)  called  Angad  (and)  Amar.1 
The  kingdom  of  the  holy  Guru  is  immovable  (and)  permanent,  by  the  primeval  divine  male  it  is 
ordered. 

VIII. 

(His)  qualities  sings  Eavidas,  the  Bhagat,  Jaidev  (and)  Trilocan. 
Nama,  the  Bhagat  Kabir  sing  (them)  always,  who  looked  on  all  things  as  the  same. 
The  Bhagat  Beni  sings  (his)  qualities,  who  easily  enjoys  the  pleasures  of  his  own  spirit. 
("Who)  without  profound   meditation   on  the  Yoga  and  the   knowledge  of  the  Guru  knows  no 
other  Lord. 

Sukhdev,2  Parikhat3  sing  (his)  qualities,  the  Eishi  Gautama  sings  (his)  glory. 

By  the  poet  Zalasu  the  fame  of  Guru  Nanak  is  continually  afresh  spread  in  the  world. 

IX. 

(His)  qualities  sing  in  the  nether  region  the  Bhagat  Naga  and  the  other  serpents. 
Mahadeva  sings  (his)  qualities  continually,  the  Jogis,  the  ascetics,  the  Jangams. 
(His)  qualities  sings  Vyasa,  the  Muni,  by  whom  the  Veda  (and)  the  Grammar  is  reflected  upon. 
Brahma  utters  (his)  qualities,  by  whom  the  whole  creation  is  arranged  by  (his)  order. 
Brahm,  (who)  is  filling  (all)  the  portions  of  the  Universe,  is  considered  (by  him) 4  as  alike  possessed 
of  (all)  qualities  and  devoid  of  (all)  qualities. 

Kalasa  mutters  the  glory  of  Guru  Nanak,  by  whom  innate  deep  meditation  was  practised. 

X. 

(His)  qualities  sing  the  nine  Naths : 5  blessed  is  the  Guru,  who  is  absorbed  in  the  True  one  ! 

Mandhata 6  sings  (his)  qualities,  who  was  called  a  universal  monarch.' 

(His)  qualities  sings  the  Eaja  Bali,  who  is  dwelling  in  the  seven  nether  regions. 

Bharthari8  utters  (his)  qualities,  (who  was)  always  remaining  with  (his)  Guru  (Gorakh-nath). 

By  Durba,9  Pariirau 10  and  Angara  "  the  glory  of  Guru  Nanak  is  sung. 

The  poet  Xalasu  (says)  :  the  glory  of  Guru  Nanak  is  naturally  contained  in  everybody. 

2  TTfc)3.G>  so  written  in  all  the  manuscripts,  I  have  compared.  But  it  is  apparent,  that  (as  the  context 
shows)  ST^i?^',  the  son  of  Vyasa,  is  meant  here.     See  Prem  Sagar,  p.  4,  1.  2,  below. 

3  V<jVfcf3'  =  TTVf^nTi  the  well-known  King  of  Hastinapur,  grandson  of  Arjun,  to  whom  the  Prem 
Sagar  was  related. 

4  No  subject  is  mentioned,  so  that  it  is  doubtful,  if  the  subject  is  Brahma  or  Nanak. 

5  «JTT>  an  epithet  of  a  Jogi;  nine  chief  teachers  of  the  Jogis  are  enumerated,  beginning  with  Gorakh- 
nath,  the  founder  of  the  sect. 

6  WMI^I  =  Sansk.  ITT'^rnT'^i  an  old  Raja,  the  father  of  the  hero  Muckund  (JTxj=h«d).  See  Prem 
Sagar,  p.  103,  1.  10  sqq. 

7  ^73%  >s  traditionally  explained  as  signifying  ^"^i^frT*^,  a  universal  monarch. 

8  ddMd^  (=  Sansk.  *TrTi[f^),  a  famous  Jogi,  said  to  have  been  a  disciple  of  Gorakh-nath.  He  has 
apparently  become  a  fabulous  person,  as  Kabir  and  Nanak  are  represented  as  having  had  conversations  with 
him.     If  he  lived  so  late  as  that,  he  cannot  be  identified  with  Bhartrihari,  the  brother  of  Vikramaditya. 

9  -id Ml  (  =  Sansk.  §^TO^)>  name  of  a  Brahman,  notorious  for  his  sudden  wrath. 

10  "MddG  (=  Sansk.  m^qyj,  name  of  a  Raja  or  a  being  belonging  to  the  intermediate  regions. 

"  Wldl  (=  Sansk.  ^rf^T^O"  the  sire  of  the  Angiras,  a  kind  of  higher  beings  (called  sons  of  the  gods). 
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SAVAIE  referring  to  the  second  mahala. 

•  (PANEGYRIC   OF   ANGAD.) 
Om !    By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 
(BY  THE  BHATT  KALASAHAR). 
I. 

Blessed  be  that  divine  male,  the  creator,  the  maker  of  the  primary  elements,  who  is  powerful 
to  create ! 

Blessed  be  the  true  Guru  Nanak,  who  has  put  his  hand  on  thy  head  ! 

"When '  naturally  he  put  (his)  hand  on  (thy)  head, 

Nectar  rained  in  streams  ; 2  among  the  body  of  the  gods  and  the  Munis  (thy)  fragrance 3  is  manifest.4 

Death,  the  hateful  fellow,  is  killed,  having  roared. 

The  running  mind  is  checked,  the  five  beings  °  are  kept  in  one  house,  having  been  pacified.6 

The  world  is  overcome  by  the  medium  of  the  Guru,  in  harmony 7  play  the  chess-mates,  the  vehicle  ■ 
sunk  in  deep  contemplation  holds  fast  meditation  on  the  Formless  one. 

Kalasahar  utters  (his)  praise ;  in  the  seven  continents  Lahana  is  the  Guru  of  the  world,  having 
touched  Murari.9 

II. 

Whose  sight  is  a  stream  of  nectar,  (that)  takes  away  the  sins,  darkness  and  ignorance  depart  by 
his  sight. 

Those  who  receive  the  nectar-Sabd,  the  hard,  difficult  work,  those  men  are  brought  across  the  world 
of  individual  existence  without  difficulty.10 

Remembering  (the  name)  in  the  society  of  the  pious  they  are  wakeful,  having  become  humble11 
(they  are)  always  in  the  highest  love. 

Kalasahar  utters  (his)  praise ;  in  the  seven  continents  Lahana,  is  the  Guru  of  the  world,  having 
touched  Murari. 

III. 

By  thee  the  name  has  been  established. 

The  expanse  of  (thy)  renown 12  is  spotless,  (thou  art)  the  support  of  the  ascetics,  the  perfect  (Jogis), 
the  good  men  (and)  of  the  creatures. 

1  3  (shortened  from  37),  at  the  time  when.  z  gfrT  s-f-  (Sindhi  Iffl^.  a  flood),  stream. 

3  TffOH  8-f-  smell,  fragrance  (from  the  Persian  (_sv). 

4  IWIIflcM,  ■«.«»  to  be  sounded,  to  be  noised  about,  to  be  publicly  known  (from  the  Persian  jlil   sound ; 
cf.  the  Marathi :  ^TOT^lf)- 

6  The  ifo  W3  are  5T*T.  etc. 

6  T*1tIcM,  the  same  as  ?OTJJ^T>  to  come  to  an  understanding,  to  be  pacified.     Compare  the  Marathi 

7  *T*T3  =  Sansk.  ^fafff. 

8  TEf  OCT)  >  here  apparently  used  for  the  mind. 

9  i.e.  Guru  Nanak,  who  is  already  represented  by  these  Bhatts  as  an  incarnation  of  Vishnu. 

10  f/>ddT3">  a  new  formation,  without  trouble  or  difficulty. 

11  fTSHtft^?)  taken  as  one  word  =  the  Sansk.  «|^VjTcT.  «  easily  being  interchanged  with  i  in  Hindui. 

12  tTTJT=  ianj,  fame,  renown. 
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Thou  (art)  indeed  the  Avatar  of  Raja  Janak,  (thy)  word  is  nectar  to  the  world,  thou  remainest 
reflecting  (in)  the  world,  (like)  the  lotus  (in)  the  water.1 

(Thou  art)  the  Kalpa-tree "  destroying  sickness,  removing  the  calamity  of  the  world,  to  thyself  there 
is  one  continual  threefold 3  meditation. 

Kalasahar  utters  (thy)  praise,  in  the  seven  continents  Lahana  is  the  Guru  of  the  world,  having 
touched  Murari. 

IV. 

Thou  hast  indeed  received  honour  from  his  Highness,1  (by  thee)  the  authoritative  Guru  was  served, 
by  whom,  having  subdued  the  great  serpent,5  deep  abstract  meditation  was  made. 

(Thy)  sight  is  equal  to  that  of  Hari,  Hari,  (thy)  knowledge  is  comprehensive  of  the  Supreme  Spirit, 
(thou  art)  knowing  the  state  of  him,  who  is  without  parts,  (thou  art)  the  authoritative  Guru. 

Whose  (thy)  sight  is,  (his)  place  is  immovable,  spotless  is  the  place  of  (his)  intellect,  he  puts  on  the 
armour"  of  virtue  (and)  destroys  the  Sakti  (=  Maya). 

Kalasahar  utters  (thy)  praise,  in  the  seven  continents  Lahana  is  the  Guru  of  the  world,  having 
touched  Murari. 

V. 

(Thy)  sight  is  removing  the  darkness  of  the  earth,  burning  sins,  destroying  vice. 

(Thy)  word  is  a  powerful  hero,  annihilating  lust  and  wrath. 

Subduing  greediness  and  infatuation,  preserving  those  who  solicit  (thy)  asylum. 

Accumulating  love  to  the  Supreme  Spirit,  nectar-speaking  in  a  beautiful  way.7 

0  true  Guru,  beautiful  is  the  Tilak  of  the  true  Guru,  who  clings  to  the  true  (Guru),  he  crosses  over. 

The  Guru  is  wandering  about  in  the  world  having  the  limbs  of  a  lion,8  Lahana  performs  the  Rag-jog. 

(BY   THE  BHATT  KALU.) 

VI. 

Thou  remainest  always  in  meditation  on  the  undivided  one,  (thy)  senses  thou  makest  move a  accord- 
ing to  (thy)  wish. 

Like  a  full  tree  thou  bowest  down,  thou  bearest  reproof  (and)  reflectest  on  pure  (things). 

In  this  wise  the  real  substance  was  known  (by  thee),  the  all-pervading,  the  invisible,  the 
wonderful  one. 

By  (thy)  innate  love  was  collected  (by  thee)  the  beautiful  (moon-)beams-nectar-speech. 

1  This  verse  can  only  be  translated  according  to  conjecture,  as  all  case-relations  are  missing.  The  verse 
is  only  a  cumulus  of  words. 

2  The  wishing-tree  of  Indra's  heaven. 

3  felly  l),  threefold,  i.e.  qnfa^i,  TTf^Ri.  TrTf%=fi,  corporeal,  oral  and  mental. 

4  vl-tdiq  (sic !)  =  LU.*2&-,  here  respectfully  applied  to  Baba  Nanak. 

6  *>Crid|d>  Sansk.  ^Jlf^,  devouring  a  goat  =  a  Boa;  here  the  Maya  is  intended  by  it. 

6  TTTTSn',  a  corruption  from     Lo.     The  word  frequently  occurs  in  the  Granth. 

7  <,!«>  s.f.  way,  manner.     >j,|ma  is  the  Formative  Plural. 

s  *ffa  *J?J|dQ.  taken  as  Baliuvrihi,  having  the  limbs  of  a  lion  (lJf3T37  =  *J?3T3T,  dimin.  of  JJf3T).  The 
Sikhs  explain  tyd|dG  by  Wf3T^,  which  is  very  unlikely. 

9  tHdvJ.  second  pers.  sing.  tJIdAV  =  ^T?5ST  (c»«s.  of  g?5ST),  to  make  it  rhyme  with  the  following 
■sfWldO- 
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Thou  didst  receive  (thy)  authority  by  the  medium  of  the  Guru  (Mnak),  goodness  (and)  contentment 
thou  didst  take  (from  him). 

Hari  was  touched,  says  humble  Kalu  impartially,1  (his)  sight  was  given  to  Lahana. 

VII. 
In  (thy)  mind  thou  didst  obtain  faith,  profound  comprehension  was  given  (thee)  by  his  Highness. 
The  poison  was  destroyed  and  annihilated  from  (thy)  body,  nectar  was  drunk  in  (thy)  heart. 
Joy  sprang  up  in  the  heart,  (that)  by  the  invisible  one  (his)  skill  iB  displayed  in  (this)  Tuga. 
The  true  Guru  is  naturally  delighted  in  deep  meditation,  he  is  continually  immersed2  in  it. 
(Thou  art)  generous,  able  to  take  away  poverty,  in  seeing  (thee)  the  sins 3  are  afraid. 
I,  Kalu,  utter  always  with  joy  (and)  comfort  the  glory  of  Lahana  with  (my)  tongue. 

VIII. 

The  name  is  (thy)  medicine,  the  name  (thy)  support,  and  meditation  on  the  name  (is)  always  (thy) 
happiness,  (thy)  flag  of  the  name  is  beautiful. 

Thou  art  steeped  in  love  with  the  name,  in  the  Kali-yug  thou  didst  teach4  the  name  to  gods  and  men. 
Who  has  received  the  touch  of  the  name,  (his)  goodness  is  manifest  (like)  the  sun  -in  the  world. 
By  having  an  interview  with  the  Guru  bathing  at  the  sixty-eight  Tirthas  is  made. 

IX. 

(Thou  art)  the  true  Tlrtha,  the  true  bathing  and  feeding,  (thy)  love  is  always  true,  telling  the  True 
one  thou  art  beautiful. 

The  True  one  is  obtained  from  the  word  of  the  Guru,  thou  teachest  the  true  name  (thy)  companions. 
"Whose  continence  is  true,  (whose)  fasting  is  true,  (him)  the  humble  poet  Kalu  praises. 
By  having  an  interview  with  the  Guru  (one's)  life  is  true  (and)  accepted. 

X. 

(Thy)  nectar-sight  brings  on  good  fortune  and  takes  away  all  the  filth  of  sins  and  vices. 

Lust,  wrath,  greediness  and  infatuation  it  subdues,  all  it  overcomes. 

Happiness  always  dwells  in  the  mind,  it  removes  pain  from  the  world. 

The  Guru  is  the  ocean  of  the  nine  treasures,  he  washes  away  all  the  blackness  of  the  birth. 

That  brave s  Guru  should  be  served  day  and  night  with  natural  ease. 

By  having  an  interview  with  the  Guru  the  pain  of  birth  and  death  goes  off. 

1  *PT,  adj.  impartial,  without  love  or  hatred,  or :  truly  (Sansk.  ^f JJ).    55%  =  '3%- 

3  S735H35  =  Sansk  flfif^f ,  both  i  having  been  changed  to  a. 

4  X^  =  Sansk.  ^,^J«I,  to  teach,  to  instruct  in. 

5  ojvJArt-  •  The  Sikhs  explain  this  word  as  signifying :  " Talu  says."  But  it  is  very  unlikely  that  these 
words  are  to  be  divided  into  5XT  and  ~g&>,  as  the  last  line  of  this  verse  coincides  verbally  with  the  last  line  of 
the  two  preceding  verses,  which  circumstance  points  to  the  same  author.  5TJ355  on  the  other  hand,  if  taken 
as  one  word,  is  obscure.  It  may  be  compared  with  the  Sindhi  ^Z,  o,  young  strong  man,  from  which  a 
diminutive  is  derived  by  adding  the  affix  ^f.  The  vowels  are  easily  transposed  and  would  not  stand  in  the 
way  of  this  derivation. 
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SAVAIE   BEFEBEING    TO   THE   THIED   MAHAL  A. 

(PANEGYRIC    OF   AMAEDAS.) 

Om !   By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru ! 

(BY   THE   BHATT    KALHU    OE    KALU). 

I. 

Eemember  that  true  divine  male,  whose  name  alone  is  real l  in  the  world ! 

By  which  the  devotees  are  brought  over  the  water  of  existence,  that  foremost  name  remember  ! 

Delighting  in  that  name  Nanak  established  Lahana,  in  whom  (are)  all  perfections. 

By  the  poet  Kalh  the  praise  of  the  very  intelligent  Amardas  is  spread. 

His  fame  is  manifest  in  the  world  like  the  rays  of  the  sun,  (like)  a  branch  of  the  Maulsari  shrub.''8 

In  the  north  and  south,  in  the  east  and  west  men  mutter  :   "  victory !  " 

The  disciples  of  the  Guru  taste  the  name  of  Hari,  which  is  bestowing  blessings,  the  Ganga  was 
reverted  (by  it)  and  turned  to  the  west. 

That  name,  (-which)  is  bringing  the  guileless  devotees  over  the  world  of  (individual)  existence, 
became  manifest 3  to  Guru  Amardas. 

II. 

That  name  remember  the  Yakshas  and  Kinnaras,  the  ascetics  and  Siddhas  in  their  deep  meditation 
on  Hara. 

The  Nakshatras  and  the  circle  of  DhrG 4  remember  (it),  Narada  with  the  others  and  the  excellent 
Prahlad. 

The  moon  and  the  sun  delight5  in  the  name,  by  which  people  hard  like  rocks  are  saved. 

That  name,  (which)  is  bringing  the  guileless  devotees  over  the  world  of  (individual)  existence, 
became  manifest  to  Guru  Amardas. 

III. 

Remembering  that  name  the  nine  Naths  of  spotless  emancipation,  Sanak  and  the  others  were  saved. 

To  which  being  attached  the  eighty-four  Siddhas  and  Buddhas  (and)  Ambarik0  crossed  the  water 
of  existence ; 

Udhau,  Akrur,  Trilocan,  Kama,  (and  by  which)  in  the  Kali-yug  the  guilt  of  Kabir  was  taken  away. 

That  name,  (which)  is  bringing  the  guileless  devotees  over  the  world  of  (individual)  existence, 
became  manifest  to  Guru  Amardas. 

IV. 

Clinging  to  that  name  the  thirty-three  (crores  of  gods)  meditate  (on  it),  it  dwells  in  the  mind  of  the 
austere  and  great  ascetics. 

1  ^HeTSS  (from  Jtf  -I-  W&)>  not  counterfeited,  true,  real. 

2  *T^55*T<JT,  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme  instead  of  *RT?5?T<ft  (Hindi  ^fj-^f^f^),  a  fragrant  shrub. 

3  <?32>Ti  v-n-  to  become  manifest,  to  break  forth  (Sansk.  tUi^Tir). 

4  V,  Sansk.  VTW>  the  polar-star. 

6  ^"Wl^cM,  is  intransitive  in  Hindi  (not  causal,  according  to  the  Sansk.  ,3^n^«T),  to  rejoice  in. 
6  *JfEfijW>  Sansk.  ^J^fa,  King  of  Ayodhya  (Oude). 
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Bemembering  that  name  the  Ganga-born  grandfather1  tasted  (in  his)  mind  the  nectar  of  the  feet 
(of  Hari). 

By  that  name  the  society  (o^  the  saints)  is  saved,  taking  as  true  the  weighty  (and)  deep  instruction 
of  the  Guru. 

That  name,  (which)  is  bringing  the  guileless  devotees  over  the  water  of  (individual)  existence, 
became  manifest  to  Guru  Amardas. 

V. 

The  fame 2  of  the  name  in  the  world  is  (like)  the  rays  of  the  sun,  (like)  the  branches  of  the  tree 
of  paradise. 

In  the  north  and  south,  in  the  east  and  west  they  tell  (its)  glory. 

The  birth  of  him  is  indeed  fruitful,  in  whose  heart  the  name  of  Hari  dwells. 

The  divisions  of  the  gods,  the  Gandharvas,  the  six  philosophical  systems  rely  on  it.3 

Very  .well  known  is  the  son  of  Tejo,4  Kalh,  joining  his  hands,  meditates  on  him. 

That  name,  (which)  takes  the  devotees  (out  of)  the  water  of  existence,  thou  hast  obtained,  0  Guru 
Amardas ! 

VI. 

On  the  name  meditate  the  thirty-three  (crores)  of  gods,  the  ascetics  and  the  perfect  (Jogis),  by  the 
name  all  the  portions  of  the  universe  are  upheld. 

By  whom  the  name  is  meditated  upon  he  bears  equally  joy  and  grief. 

The  name  is  the  diadem  in  all,  the  devotees  are  meditating  on  it. 

That  name,  the  exquisite  thing,6  was  given  (to  thee),  0  Guru  Amardas,  by  the  creator,  having  been 
pleased  (with  thee). 

VII. 

(Thou  art)  the  true  hero,  powerful  in  virtue,  in  true  love  to  the  society  (of  the  saints),  of  great, 
weighty  wisdom,  inimical 6  to  no  one. 

Whose  firmness  is  quite  that  of  the  white  bull,'  (whose)  flag  is  white,  woven  in  paradise.8 

The  saints  worship  (thee)  in  love,  whose  connexion  is  with  the  creator. 

By  serving  the  true  Guru  comfort  is  obtained,  by  the  Guru  Amar  (=  Amardas)  union  (with  the 
Supreme)  is  brought  about. 

VIII. 
The  name  is  bathing,  the  name  is  eating  and  enjoying  of  sweet  flavour,  the  name  is  always  sweet 
juice  and  taste,  a  sweet  word  in  the  mouth. 

The  blessed  true  Guru  is  served,  by  whose  favour  the  way  to  the  inapproachable  one  is  known. 

1  afffe,  instead  of  the  Sansk.  3||^4|,  born  from  the  Ganga,  Very  likely  Bhishma  is  meant,  who  is 
mentioned  as  the  son  of  Santanu  and  the  Ganga  and  represented  as  the  sire  (ftnTTT^)  of  the  Bharatas. 

2  f5Tf3=  Sansk.  eftf^f,  usually  sffcjfs  in  Hindi. 

3  WT+I  WcAl  (Sansk.  ^J^TOl)>  "•*•  (not  causal  as  in  Sanskrit),  to  rely  on  j  to  be  comforted. 

4  Tej5  ($y()  was  the  name  of  the  father  of  Amardas. 

6  "M-^-ldM  has  in  Hindi  the  signification  of  an  exquisite  thing,  a  rarity. 
6  f7S%3  is  here  the  abstract  noun  =  Sansk.  f%^,  the  state  of  being  an  enemy  to  no  one. 
1  XJH55,  the  white  bull,  which  is  supposed  to  bear  the  earth.     See  Japu,  p.  5,  note  3. 
8  "jftOT  PP-  of  ■g^tTTT  (or  f^JST).  to  weave  ;  in  Hindi  usually  ^J«HT. 
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All  the  families  are  saved,  the  indwelling  of  the  name  is  obtained. 

Fruitful  is  the  birth,  says  Kalu,1  the  Guru  was  touched,  the  manifestation  of  the  immortal  one. 

IX. 

A  lotus  (is)  in  (his)  hand,  at  (his)  right  side  is  success,  which  looks  straight  at  (his)  face. 

Increase  dwells  at  (his)  left  side,  which  fascinates  the  three  worlds.2 

In  (his)  heart  dwells  the  inexpressible  one,  that  taste  is  known  by  him. 

"With  (his)  mouth  he  utters  devotion,  Guru  Amar  is  steeped  in  this  colour. 

On  (his)  forehead  is  the  sign  (of)  virtuous  actions,  Kal,  joining  his  hands,  meditated  (on  it). 

(By  whom)  the  Tilak  of  the  Guru,  the  true  Guru,  is  touched,  he  obtains  all  his  wishes. 


(BY  THE  BHATT  JALAP.) 


The  foot  is  indeed  very3  fruitful   (=  blessed),    (if)  the  foot   (be)   the  dust4  of  the  shoe5  of 
Guru  Amar. 

The  hand  is  indeed  very  fruitful,  (if)  the  hand  (be)  applied  to  the  foot  of  Guru  Amar. 

The  tongue  is  indeed  very  fruitful,  (if)  by  the  tongue  Guru  Amar  be  uttered.6 

The  eye  is  indeed  very  fruitful,  (if)  by  the  eye  Guru  Amar  be  beheld. 

The  ear  is  indeed  very  fruitful,  (if)  by  the  ear  Guru  Amar  be  heard. 

Fruitful  is  that  mind,  in  which  mind  dwells  Guru  Amardas,  the  world's  own  father. 

Fruitful  is  that  head,  says  Jalap,  which  head  continually  bows  to  Guru  Amar. 

II.     XI. 

That  man  has  no  pain  nor  hunger,  that  man  is  not  called  poor. 

That  man  no  grief  befalls,  from  that  man  no  account 7  is  taken. 

That  man  does  service,  that  man  offers  up"  a  hundred  (or)  thousand  (of  Eupees). 

That  man  sits  on  a  carpet,  that  man  establishes  and  disestablishes.9 

That  man  obtains  comfort  in  the  world,  that  one  has  a  fearless  state  amongst  his  enemies. 

Fruitful  is  that  man,  says  Jalap,  to  whom  Guru  Amardas  is  very  favourable. 

1  Here  the  name  of  the  poet  is  written  5^,  from  which  it  is  evident  that  both,  Kalhu  and  Kal,  are 
identical. 

2  w°Hdd  cannot  here  signify  the  other  world  (Sansk.  ^ffaiT«fT^),  but  ^J«fT^  is  added  pleonastically,  as 
i"  'fttn3H>^Bfl^  emancipation. 

5  3V3  is  to  be  divided  into  3  (indeed  =  37)  and  V?  =  iJlfrT,  very,  exceedingly. 

4  ■gXFf  s.f.  dust  (SindhI  "^^,  Hindi  ^gr,  s.f.  from  the  Sansk.  ^af^). 

5  1(^75,  now  ■Q?5T  m-  shoe. 

0  3(cNt-)  is  a  regular  passive  formation,  as  still  used  in  Sindhi  (see  my  SindhI  Grammar,  p.  258  sqq.). 

7  *H3  can  also  signify:  account,  which  suits  here  the  context  very  well. 

8  THV^T)  t0  °ffer  UP  (as  presents),  from  the  Sansk.  ^fffTJIIJ. 

9  In  ^"^flf  (Sansk.  >3(*<m«T)  and  fJT^fV  (Sansk.  f^TRf)  the  long  a  has  been  shortened,  which  the 
poets  do  ad  libitum. 
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III.     XII. 
By  thee  the  One  is  read,  the  One  is  put  in  thy  mind,  the  One  is  recognized. 
In  (thy)  eye,  word  and  moujh  is  the  One,  the  One  is  known  in  both  places.1 
In  (thy)  dream  is  the  One,  in  (thy)  perception'  is  the  One,  in  the  One  (thou  art)  absorbed. 
(In)  the  thirty  and  the  five  the  One  is  evinced,  (in)  the  thirty-five  he  is  not  consumed.3 
^  The  One,  who  (is  at  the  same  time)  Lakhs,  is  not  perceptible  by  a  mark,  verifying  him  as  the  One 
he  is  described  (by  thee). 

0  Guru  Amardas,  says  Jalap,  thou  desirest  the  One,  the  One  is  minded  by  thee. 

IV.  XIII. 
■Which  view  Jaidev  took,  which  view  was  contained  in  Kama. 

Which  view  (was)  in  the  mind  of  Trilo&m  and  acknowledged  by  the  Bhagat  Kabir. 

(Which  was)  the  practice  of  Eukamangad,*  (according  to  that)  mutter  continually  Earn,  0  brother  ! 

Ammarik,6  Prahlad  obtained  emancipation  (in)  the  asylum  of  Govind. 

Thou  hast  given  up  greediness,  wrath  (and)  worldly  desires,  thy  view  is  known  by  Jalh6  to  be  right. 

Guru  Amardas,  thou  art  (God's)  own  Bhagat,  having  seen  (thy)  sight  I  obtain  final  emancipation. 

V.  XIY. 

(If)  Guru  Amardas  be  touched,  the  sins 7  of  the  earth B  are  destroyed. 
(If)  Guru  Amardas  be  touched,  the  perfect  Jogis  and  ascetics  rejoice  (in  it). 

(If)  Guru  Amardas  be  touched,  profound  meditation  is  obtained,  the  falling3  (into  the  womb)  ceases. 
(If)  Guru  Amardas  be  touched,  fearlessness  is  obtained,  going  is  stopped. 

When  a  man  obtains  (his)  excellent  mantra  (of  initiation),  then  he  remains  united 10  with  the  One 
without  duality.11 

0  Jalap,  so  many  excellent  things  are  obtained  by  seeing  Guru  Amardas. 

(BY  THE  BHATT  KIEATU.) 
I.     XY. 
"  The  true  name  is  the  creator,"  this  was  firmly  established  by  Nanak. 
Then  Angad  Lahana  becoming  manifest  remained  in  meditation  on  his  (!Nanak's)  feet. 

1  ■?![  'SrifyA,  Formative  Plur.,  in  both  places  =  in  both  worlds. 

'  Vd3ftT>  the  Locative  Sing,  of  y33"fcT.  Sansk.  TfSf^  n.  perception  of  the  senses,  clear  cognizance 
(in  contradistinction  to  3TVT25). 

'  This  verse  is  a  puzzle ;  it  is  very  difficult  to  say,  what  is  intended  by  these  numbers. 

4  <J7*MJ|-£  's  said  to  have  been  a  Bhagat  (according  to  the  tradition  of  the  Sikh  Granthis),  though 
nothing  is  known  about  him.     I  never  found  him  mentioned  elsewhere  in  the  Granth. 

5  nfaffc  =  Wfcrefa,  see  p.  700,  note  6. 

8  tT35  Jalh  is  only  a  shortened  pronunciation  of  tTT?5V>  as  his  verses  are  counted  in  a  consecutive 
number. 

7  VTf5S?,  Sansk.  XlTrRi. 

8  V»jf'T>  *■/•  the  earth,  from  H^efY,  r  being  changed  to  u  (on  account  of  the  labial),  ^J  to  h  and  'Sf  to  m, 
according  to  the  usual  laws. 

9  If©1  m.  falling  (scil.  into  the  womb,  in  contradistinction  to  Jf©1,  the  going  away,  i.e.  dying). 

10  y£3&  =  Sansk-  ^R- 

11  tt[&  s.f.  duality  (Sansk.  f  if*®)- 
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In  his  (=  Angad's)  family  is  Guru.  Amardas,  the  ahode  of  hope,  how  shall  I  describe  his  qualities? 
I  know  no  end  of  those  qualities,  which  are  inconceivable  and  unreachable. 

A  ship  is  provided1  by  the  arranger  of  all  things  (=the  Supreme),  the  society  of  the  saints  is 
saving  (their  respective)  families. 

0  Guru  Amardas,  says  Kiratu,  save  (me),  save  (me),  (I  am  in)  the  asylum  of  (thy)  foot ! 2 

II.  XVI. 

Narayan  himself,  using  his  skill,  was  wrapt  up  3  (as  Avatar)  in  the  world. 

The  form  of  the  formless  one  was  made  bright  in  the  orb  of  the  world. 

Everywhere  he  is  brimful,  the  Sabd  (of  the  Guru)  was  lighted  by  (his)  lamp. 

The  disciples,  he  (the  Guru)  collected,  he  united  (them)  with  the  foot  of  Hari. 

Nanak 4  became  an  Avatar  in  a  pure  5  family,  he  was  with  Angad  Lahana. 

0  Guru  Amardas,  saviour  of  the  saved,  in  every  birth  (I  am  in)  the  asylum  of  thy  foot ! 

III.  XVII. 

Seeing  the  sight  of  the  Guru  muttering,  austerity,  goodness,  contentment  (accrue)  to  the  disciples. 
Who  fall  on  (his)  asylum,  they  are  saved,  laying  aside  the  written  document  of  Jampur  (=  Yamapura). 
By  devotion  out  of  love  he  utters  the  creator,  who  is  brimful  in  (his)  heart. 
The  Guru  is  an  ocean  of  jewels,  in  a  moment  he  brings  across  the  drowning  ones. 
Nanak  became  an  Avatar  in  a  pure  family,  he  utters  the  qualities  of  the  creator. 
By  whom  Guru  Amardas  is  served,  them  the  pain  of  poverty  leaves. 

IV.    XVIII. 

In  (my)  mind  I  ponder  (over  it),  I  utter  a  petition,  but  am  not  even  able  to  tell  it. 
All  my  thoughts  are  with  thee,  I  keep  in  view  the  society  of  the  saints. 
(If)  by  thy  order  a  sign  is  given,  I  do  service  to  the  Lord  {i.e.  to  thee). 

When  the  Guru  looks  (at  me)  with  his  auspicious  glance,  the  name  (of)  the  creator  (is  in  my)  mouth 
(like)  a  fruit. 

What  the  unreachable,  inconceivable  ground  (of  all  things),  the  divine  male,  commands,  that  I  do. 
Guru  Amardas  is  the  primary  cause,  as  thou  keepest  me,  so  I  remain.6 

(BY  THE  BHATT  BHIKA). 
I.     XIX. 

The  knowledge  of  the  Guru  and  (his)  meditation  unites  the  substance  with  the  (supreme)  substance. 
From  the  true  one  the  True  one  is  known,  (if)  with  one  thought  (one)  apply  meditation  (on  him). 
Lust  and  wrath  he  subdues,  (so  that)  (the  mind)  does  not  run  about  flying  (like)  the  wind. 
He  dwells  in  the  region  of  the  Formless  one,  having  comprehended  the  order  (of  the  Supreme)  he 
gets  discrimination. 

1  nSd+jM')  fr°m  TAdHJ.  and  this  again  from  the  Sansk.  'fafjfo. 

2  1(7  here  =  \JT@  or  ITT©''.  f°ot- 

"  'Md^fdMQ  =  Sansk.  qf^cj ll\d ,  wrapt  in,  veiled  up. 

4  By  Nanak  Guru  Amardas  is  here  understood,  not  Baba  Nanak. 

*  ffr{&  =  focHW,  pure. 

6  A  gross,  abject  flattery,  identifying  the  Guru  altogether  with  the  Supreme  Being. 
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In  the  Kali-yug  he  knows  the  form  (of)  the  creator,  the  divine  male,  by  whom  something  is  done.1 
That  Guru  was  obtained  (by  me),  says  Bhika,  with  natural  pleasure  his  sight  was  given  (to  me). 
• 

II.     XX. 
I  searched  for  saints,  many  pious  people  were  seen  by  me. 
Sanyasls  were  inquired  after,2  these  Pandits  were  sweet  with  their  mouth. 
One  year  I  wandered  about,  no  one  worked  a  miracle.3 
The  word  of  the  speakers  I  heard,  but  their  conduct  did  not  at  all  please  me. 
Having  given  up  the  name  of  Hari,  they  stuck  to  another,  how  Bhall  I  tell  their  qualities? 
The  Gurdev  was  (at  last)  found,  Bhika  (says) :  as  thou  keepest  me,  so  I  remain. 

(BY  THE  BHATT  SALH.) 

I.     XXI. 

Having  put  on  the  armour  of  profound  meditation  thou  art  mounted  on  the  seat  of  (divine)  knowledge. 

The  bow  of  religion  is  seized  by  (thy)  hand,  thou  hast  fought  with  the  arrow  of  devotion  and  virtue. 

The  fearless  and  immovable  Hari  is  in  (thy)  mind,  in  the  Sabd  the  lance  of  the  Guru  is  buried. 

Lust,  wrath,  covetousness,  infatuation,  egotism,4  the  five  painful  things,  are  broken. 

(Thou  art)  a  good  king,  0  son  of  Tejo,  the  Lord  of  kings,  0  excellent  Nanak.6 

0  Guru  Amardas,  Salh  speaks  truth,  thus  carrying  on  war  thou  hast  overcome  the  (hostile)  army. 

(BY  THE  BHATT  BHALHAU.) 

I.     XXII. 

The  drops  of  a  cloud,  the  verdure  of  the  earth,  the  flowers  of  spring  cannot  be  counted. 

No  one  gets  the  end  of  the  rays  of  the  sun  and  moon,  of  the  belly  of  the  ocean,  of  the  waves  of 
the  Ganga. 

The  profound  meditation  of  Budra  does  not  come  up "  to  the  (divine)  knowledge  of  the  true  Guru, 
(says)  the  poet  Bhalhau. 

0  Amardas,  the  Bhala,'  thy  qualities  and  thy  likeness  agree  (only)  with  thee ! 

1  The  words  by  themselves  are  plain  enough,  but  the  sense  of  them  is  obscure. 
*  3V*ft»Hftr,  passive  of  31ROT  (=  3VTT3T).  to  inquire  after. 

3  "Md*J0  *•»»•  traditionally  explained  by  miracle. 

4  WV3  (properly  pronounced  appattu),  from  the  Sansk.  W(JT^>  =  W??T<T>  egotism.     ^(BT  is  in 
Prakrit  changed  to  appa,  and  tva  to  ttu. 

5  <SI<Soj  T^3,  not  to  be  translated  by :   the  best  of  Ndnaks,  but  simply :  excellent  Nanak,  as  the  Sikhs 
will  have  it. 

6  Wllqb   thus  the  word  is  now  written  in  all  the  manuscripts,  but  it  should  be  divided  into  %3[  and 
*HT%>  as  ^3TT%  g'ves  no  sense  here,  whereas  ^3[  JWT%  well  suits  the  construction  (with  sft. 

7  335T>  a  proper  noun  of  a  tribe  of  Khatris.     Amardas  was  a  Khatri  of  the  Bhala  clan. 
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SLOES   OF   MAHALA   IX.    (TEG  BAHADUE.)1 

By  the  favour  of  the  true  Guru  ! 

(1).  The  praises  of  Govind  are  not  sung,  uselessly  thou  hast  been  bom. 
Nanak  says :  worship  Hari,  0  mind,  as  the  fish  (worships)  the  water. 
(2).  Why  art  thou  occupied  with  worldly  things  and  art  not  a  moment  retired? 
Nanak  says  :  worship  Hari,  0  mind,  (then)  the  noose  of  Tama  will  not  fall  on  thee. 
(3).  Youth  is  thus  gone,  the  body  is  overcome  by  old  age. 
Nanak  says :  worship  Hari,  0  mind,  life  is  passing  away. 
(4).  Thou  hast  become  old  and  dost  not  perceive,  that  death  has  arrived. 
Nanak  says :  0  foolish  man,  why  dost  thou  not  worship  the  Lord  ? 
(5).  Wealth,  wife,  all  riches,  which  thou  hast  considered  as  thy  own  : 
Of  these  nothing  goes  with  (thee),  consider  this  as  true,  (says)  Nanak. 
(6).  The  saviour  of  the  fallen  sinners,  the  remover  of  fear,  Hari,  the  friend  of  the  friendless  : 
He  should  be  known,  says  Nanak,  who  is  always  dwelling  with  thee. 
(7).  By  whom  body  and  wealth  were  given  to  thee,  him  thou  hast  not  loved. 
Nanak  says  :  0  foolish  man,  why  art  thou  now  roaming  about  needy  ? 
(8).  By  whom  body,  wealth,  prosperity,  comfort  and  good  houses  were  given  : 
Nanak  says :  hear,  0  mind,  why  art  thou  not  remembering  that  Earn  ? 
(9).  The  giver  of  all  comfort  is  Earn,  there  is  no  other  one  at  all. 
Nanak  says  :  hear,  0  mind,  by  remembering  him  salvation  is  effected. 
(10).  By  remembering  whom  salvation  is  obtained,  him  worship,  0  thou  friend! 
Nanak  says :  hear,  0  mind,  life  is  continually  decreasing. 

(11).  From  the  five  elements  the  body  is  made,  know  (this),  0  clever  and  wise  one! 
From  what  it  was  produced,  into  that  it  is  absorbed,2  (says)  Nanak. 
(12).  Hari,  who  dwells  in  everybody,  (as)  proclaimed  by  the  saints: 
Nanak  says :  him  worship,  0  mind,  and  thou  wilt  cross  the  ocean  of  existence. 
(13).  Whom  pleasure  and  pain  do  not  touch,  nor  greediness,  infatuation  and  conceit : 
Nanak  says  :  0  mind,  he  is  the  image  of  the  Lord. 

(14).  (For  whom  there  is)  no  praise  nor  blame,  to  whom  gold  and  iron  are  the  same : 
Nanak  says  :  hear,  0  mind,  him  consider  thou  as  emancipated ! 
(15).  Who  has  no  joy  nor  grief,  to  whom  enemy  and  friend  is  the  same  : 
Nanak  says  :  hear,  0  mind,  him  consider  thou  as  emancipated  ! 
(16).  Who  is  not  causing  fear  to  any  one  and  who  is  not  afraid  nor  submissive  : 3 
Nanak  says :  hear,  0  mind,  him  call  thou  wise  ! 

(17).  By  whom  all  worldly  concerns  are  given  up  and  who  has  taken  the  garb  of  retirement  from 
the  world : 

Nanak  says :  hear,  0  mind,  on  his  head  is  (an  auspicious)  lot. 

(18).  By  whom  the  Maya,  and  selfishness  are  given  up  and  who  has  become  indifferent  to  all : 

Nanak  says  :  hear,  0  mind,  in  his  heart  Brahm  is  dwelling. 

1  These  Sloks  are  written  in  pure  Hindi,  having  no  admixture  of  the  Panjabl  dialect. 

J  *fte  3Tftr  ^  *TT?5;  *rrJ?  P-P-  =  the  more  usual  WIT3T;  literally:  in  that  it  is  immersed  (and) 
absorbed. 

3  Wife  s-f-  submissiveness  (Sindhi  ^nfiff);  WfTfj?  TRS^",  to  be  submissive. 
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(19).  By  which  man  the  "  I,"  "  I,"  is  given  up  and  Earn,  the  creator,  is  known  : 

Nanak  says :  that  man  is  emancipated,  know  this,  0  mind,  as  true ! 

(20).  "Destroyer  of  fear,  remover  of  folly,"  is  the  name  of  Hari  in  the  Kali-yug. 

Who  day  and  night  worships  (him),  says  Nanak,  his  work  becomes  fruitful. 

(21).  0  tongue,  adore  the  qualities  of  Govind,  0  ear,  hear  the  name  of  Hari ! 

Nanak  says :  hear,  0  mind,  thou  wilt  not  (then)  fall  into  the  house  of  Tama. 

(22).  "Which  man  gives  up  selfishness,  greediness,  infatuation  and  conceit : 

Nanak  says :  he  himself  crosses  and  saves  others. 

(23).  Like  a  dream  and  play  consider  the  world  ! 

In  these  there  is  no  reality  without  the  Lord,  (says)  Nanak. 

(24).  Day  and  night  man  roams  continually  about  for  the  sake  of  the  Maya. 

Amongst  Crores,  says  Nanak,  there  is  some  (rare)  one,  who  thinks  of  Narayan. 

(25).  As  a  bubble  is  produced  from  the  water  and  disappears  continually  : 

So  is  the  forming  of  the  world  made,  hear,  0  friend,  says  Nanak. 

(26).  Man  does  not  think  of  anything,  he  is  blind  by  the  wine  of  the  Maya. 

Nanak  says :  without  worshipping  Hari  the  noose  of  Yama  falls  on  him. 

(27).  If  thou  desirest  comfort,  take  always  the  asylum  of  Earn  ! 

Nanak  says  :  hear,  0  mind,  the  body  of  man  is  hard  to  get. 

(28).  For  the  sake  of  the  Maya  the  foolish,  ignorant  people  run. 

Nanak  says :  without  worshipping  Hari  life  is  uselessly  passed. 

(29).  "Which  man  worships  (him)  day  and  night,  him  consider  as  the  form  of  Earn ! 

Between  Hari  and  the  people  of  Hari  there  is  no  difference,  Nanak  (says) :  mind  (this)  as  true ! 

(30).  The  mind  is  ensnared  in  the  Maya,  the  name  of  Govind  is  forgotten. 

Nanak  says :  without  worshipping  Hari  of  what  use  is  life  ? 

(31).  Man  does  not  think  of  Earn,  he  is  blind  by  the  intoxicating  liquor  of  the  Maya. 

Nanak  says :  without  worshipping  Hari  the  noose  of  Tama  falls  on  him. 

(32).  In  pleasure  many  have  become  companions,  in  pain  there  is  none. 

Nanak  says  :  worship  Hari,  0  mind,  at  the  end  he  is  thy  help. 

(33).  In  various  births  (I)  have  wandered  about,  the  fear  of  Tama  was  not  effaced. 

Nanak  says :  worship  Hari,  0  mind,  and  thou  wilt  get  a  dwelling  free  from  fear. 

(34).  I  made  many  efforts,  but  the  conceit  of  my  mind  was  not  effaced. 

"With  folly  Nanak  is  ensnared,  save  me,  0  Lord  ! 

(35).  Childhood,  youth  and  old  age  consider  as  three  stations  of  life ! 

Nanak  says :  without  worshipping  Hari  take  all  as  useless ! 

(36).  What  was 1  to  be  done,  that  thou  hast  not  done,  thou  hast  fallen  into  the  snare  of  covetousness. 

Nanak  (says)  :  the  time  is  past,  why  art  thou  now  weeping,  0  blind  one  ? 

(37).  (Thy)  mind  is  wandering  about  in  the  Maya,  it  does  not  go  out  of  her,  0  friend ! 

Like  as  the  paint  of  a  form  does  not  leave  the  wall,  (says)  Nanak. 

(38).  Man  is  desiring  something  else  and  something  quite  different  has  happened. 

He  was  pondering  on  a  roguery  and  the  noose  has  fallen  on  his  neck,  (says)  Nanak. 

(39).  Many  efforts  were  made  for  the  sake  of  pleasure,  for  the  sake  of  pain  not  any  one  was  made. 

Nanak  says :  hear,  0  mind,  what  pleases  Hari,  that  takes  place. 

(40).  The  world  wanders  about  begging,  Earn  is  giving  to  every  one. 

Nanak  says :  0  mind,  remember  him,  thy  business  becomes  (thereby)  completed. 

(41).  "Why  dost  thou  entertain  false  conceit,  know,  the  world  is  like  a  dream. 

Among  these  (things)  nothing  is  thine,  this  asserts  Nanak. 

1  U3  =  3$  ( V>-) 
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(42).  Thou  art  proud  of  (thy)  body,  which  is  destroyed  in  a  moment,  0  friend ! 

By  which  man  the  praise  of  Hari  is  said,  by  him  the  world  is  overcome,  (says)  Nanak. 

(43).  In  whose  heart  there  is  the  remembrance  of  Earn,  know,  that  man  is  emancipated. 

Between  that  man  and  Hari  there  is  no  difference,  mind  this  as  true,  (says)  Nanak. 

(44).  In  which  man's  heart  there  is  not  devotion  to  the  One  Lord  : 

His  body  consider  like  that  of  a  hog  (or)  dog,  (says)  Nanak. 

(45).  As  a  dog  never  forsakes  the  house  of  his  master : 

In  this  wise  worship  Hari,  (says)  Nanak,  with  one  mind  and  thought. 

(46).  Who  (goes  to)  Tlrthas,  (keeps)  fasts  (and)  gives  alms  and  entertains  conceit l  in  (his)  mind  : 

To  him  it  is  fruitless,  (says)  Nanak,  like  the  bathing  of  an  elephant. 

(47).  The  head  shakes,  the  foot  totters,  the  eye  is  without  light : 

Nanak  says :  (though)  this  state  has  set  in,  love  to  Hari  is  not  taken  up. 

(48).  I  have  accurately  beheld  the  world:  no  one  is  any  one's. 

Nanak  (says) :  firm  is  (only)  devotion  to  Hari,  keep  that  in  (thy)  mind  ! 

(49).  The  formation  of  the  world  is  all  falsehood,  know  this,  0  friend  ! 

Nanak  says  :  like  a  wall  of  sand  it  does  not  remain  firm. 

(50).  Earn  is  gone,  Eavan  is  gone,  who  had  a  great  retinue. 

Nanak  says  :  nothing  remains  firm,  the  world  is  like  a  dream. 

(51).  Anxiety  is  entertained  about  that,  which  does  not  take  place. 

This  is  the  way  of  the  world ;  Nanak  (says) :  no  one  remains  firm. 

(52).  What  is  produced,  that  will  be  destroyed  (again),  next  year,  to-day  or  to-morrow. 

Nanak  (says) :  sing  the  praises  of  Hari,  giving  up  all  troubles ! 

Dohra  (Distich J? 

(53).  (My)  strength  is  exhausted,  fetters  have  fallen  (on  me),  there  is  no  expedient  whatever. 
Nanak  says :  now  Hari  is  my  refuge,  like  an  elephant  he  will  become  my  helper. 
(54).  All  my  companions  and  friends  have  forsaken  me,  no  one  has  gone  on  with  me. 
Nanak  (says) :  in  this  calamity  (my)  trust  is  the  One  Bagu-nath.3 
(55).  The  name  has  remained,  the  saint4  has  remained,  Guru  Govind  has  remained. 
Nanak  (says)  :  in  this  world  by  some  (rare  one)  the  mantra  of  the  Guru  is  muttered. 
(56).  The  name  of  Earn  is  laid  hold  of  (by  me)  in  (my)  breast,  to  whom  no  one  is  equal. 
By  remembering  whom  the  distress  is  effaced  and  thy  sight  is  obtained. 

Dohra  ;  mahala  X.6 

Strength  is  afforded,  the  fetters  are  loosened,  everything  becomes  an  expedient. 
Everything  is  in  thy  hand,  even  thou  art  thy  (own)  helper. 

1  3TTTJ5  has  als0  the  sense  of  conceit,  pride  in  Panjabi  (Pers.   ..l*£). 

2  These  Dohras  were  written  by  Teg  Bahadur,  when  in  prison  at  Dilll,  to  his  son  Govind  Singh,  who  was 
then  at  Anandpur.     See  Sikha  de  raj  dl  vithia,  p.  51. 

*  BW  AIM  >  one  of  the  names  of  Rama  (the  same  as  ^^trfrT). 

4  By  the  ?TTtl  very  likely  Baba  Nanak  is  understood. 

5  This  is  the  answer  of  Govind  Singh  to  the  preceding  Dohras,  and  the  only  verse  of  Govind  Singh  that 
was  received  into  the  Adi  Granth. 
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APPENDIX. 

OEIGINAL  TEXT  OF  THE  JAPJL 

{In  the  original  all  words  are  joined,  as  in  Sanskrit  manuscripts,  we  have  separated  them  for  the  sake  of  distinctness.) 

£  itfs  jsth  sresT  V3¥  fodsQ  f?5H%i  wrto  »p%  »npftt?i  ara  ^»nft  n 

nnfa:  its  iprrfa:  *re  11  ^  it  *re  tjttjst  ^nft  -it  »ra  in 

^t  ^fe  35  xt^t  %  *et  wtf  ^ih  ii  ^t  sv  ?>  u^st  %  arrts  ott  fa<?  3re  ii 

ifwr  m  ?>  -&jft  %  -ettst  vhWt  are  ii 

*rm  fwrewr  wbr  ^ftr  3  fH?  ?!  b%  ?JTfe  ii  fa<?  ^jhttt  ThMr  fa?  it  art  \nfsr  y 

^TSrf*r  d-HiyY  xiWtM  7JT7J7  feftRHT  ?5Tfe  II  1 

^ft  ^f?5  WTRTH  nspj  7J  srfUJHT  'rTT^  II  U^jft  U^fe  lftef  qsrf^  fq&  ^fsWfTS*  II 

tfsnft  #3f  jfte  ir^fa  feftr  w  *n*  vnftwftr  11  feresr  TO*ft  mwta  fsfa  gswt  *rcrr 

3TT%  7  3TH  $f  fat  3TS  II  3TT%  7  ^fs  WT3  TJtalS  || 

an%  7  ?ra  ^fawrcWr  ot?  ii  ant  ?  fefawT  f^vrw  ^|^i<j  11 
ant  £  *nfar  ^  375  Sftr  11  arrt  $  Tftw  &  fsfo  ^1 11 

3TT%  £  ^  fa:*  ^f3  II  3TT%  7  %3  TTC3T  U^fd  11 

t^tst  sret  3  nrT%  3ft  11  srfw  srfw  snft  s^t  ?ft  ?fa  11 
%^i  %  §$:  wfa  vrftr  11  iran^teft  vrcn  ¥Tftr  11 
usnft  toh  g*5n>  3Ttf  II  751757  f%31^  tira^ro  11  3 

*tot  *rrftrg  wcb  ?nfs  ¥Tfwr  srf  wvre  ii  wmfa  #rfa  $fa  $fa  Trf3  sra  tbt?  ii 

tfa  fa  *H3t  3#  far?  fat  -I6i\\6  II  WT  fa  ^75S  TTOfrft  f=R3  ?fe  tit  fwt?  II 
Wf5l3  t*5T  *TO  7>T@  ^f^Wfnft  ^HTH  II  S7^ft  WT%  TV^T  ?>^  »fa  3WT2  II 

?rr?j?  h%  iTT5^&  *r?  nmT  Jrtenn?  11  8 

WTfvWT  ?J  yHfZ  sft3T  75  ^fff  II  VC^t  WTfV  fA^-HA  ^fe  II 
ftTf?>  flf^»HT  t3t?»  VTfSWT  ^TTJ  II  7ST7J?  arr^^  SRfl'  tTJ^T?*  II 

ara  ajffcf  ?5"n?  3[ra  'rfV  %^  aprftr  ?fa*HT  »wrst  11  ara  iz\w3  ara  j^j  ■ei^t  ara  VTTO3t 
»m^ii 
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^  ir@  ,m^T  nmn  Tsrcft  stist  mx  ?5  yn&  n  arm  ft*  ?fir  •q^j^i  n 
*ra*T  ifWr  sift?  tttt  ^  ^  ferfo  75  Trr^t  11  << 

3t3fW  75TCT  %  f3W  3T5T  f%S  3T§  fa  ?5Tft  WS\  II  %3*  f*raf3  ^VTfft  %tfT  f%S  33*11 
f?fa%?5t*  II 

*rf3  fefe  3375  -ri^lOd  Wfe?  tfefpsft  f*TV  JJ^t  II  3J3T  ft*  $ftr  TgTTFt  II 
1375T  7ft*HT  SH  ft?  3T3T  £  ^  f^lfH  3  tTT^  II  $ 

%  tT3T  ^  *HT3iTT  tfo  ^T^ft  itft  II  ?5^T  >feT  fefe  tTTC^  75Tf?5  3%  H33ft  II 
33TT  35T@  FfcTTfst  TP?  STVafS  TTfiT  §ft  II  %  f5*  7?*f3  35  WT^tt  3  ^T3  75  "Vft  5ft  II 
sfteT  »»fof3  ?fe  Sfa  $lft  $*  Tf%  II  75T75?  fAdJjfa  TO  SHf  TO£f3*HT  TO  $  II 
5m  3ft  75  TPZZ\  f%  f3*  TO  7ft  5^  II  V 

*fe»W  f*TO  \fta  wfe  75TW  II  *Tfe>ft  TOfe  TT5W  WTTSTm  II 
iffejft  ^Hr  &»W  VTTTC5  II  *Tfejft  \tftf  75  5R§  STTC5  II 
75T757  33T5T  *TCT  f^TT*  II  'jfe'ft  ^  VTV  5T  ?5T*J  II  ^ 

^feiw1  Fftra  tra*n  f&z  n  ^flw  ^jftr  *<*4ioc\  *fe  u 

*rfe»ft  ^3T  TT3lf3  3f75  %?  II  arfeiH  TTW3  faf»jf3  %^  II 
75T755?  33T3T  V&X  f%3TT*[  II  *fe>t  p*  MTV  5fT  7TPT  II  Q. 

wfeifr  to  toi*  f3mn75  ii  *rfejft  »>re*rf3  srr  ft*r?5T75  u 

TTfeift  Vft  Vft  VT^fo  HT75  II  irfsjfr  WTat  TOffT  fWT7J  11 
75T75?  33I3T  TCT  feJUM  II  Tff&ft  ^VT  VTV  3T  75T*  II  <\0 

*jfejft  *\4\i\&\  5  arnj  ii  *rf3»ft  ^r  vfa  vrfew  u 
*rfs»ft  »*re  trrefij  thi  ii  irfeift  tmr  ^%  wmrq  11 

TfTTiST  33I3T  *TCT  f%3TR  II  Wft^T  ^tf  VTTV  7T  75T?  II  1^ 
V?>  sfl"  3Tf5  5^ft  75  iTTft  II  %  ^  S?t  fV%  V^Tft  II 

srnrft  5?^  75  fevrferra  11  *S?5  sn  "Brftr  sraf?*  ^Wra  11 

ifcn  75T»?  P><3-riA  ^ft  II  %  ^  ^f75  ^TT%  *rf?5  ^ft  II  «R 

^75  TOf3  U%  ^Tf75  "Erfa  II  ^75  JT3R5  S^S  sft  ^ft  || 
»?75  ^ttT  ^ZT  75T  MTft  IH?75  iT^  5  *TTf%  75  iTTft  II 
J^TT  75T«  fAd-HA  Uft  U  %  7  flf75  tTT§  »rf75  5ft  II  <H$ 

^75  ?rraf3T  3W  75  inft « ^  vf3  f*r#  vraTre  Tnft « 

^75  WT  75  g^  "ON  IH?75  tra*r  TO>  TTTT^q  II 

fan  3TPJ  (AJ-HA  ^ft  II  %  ^  ^f75  tTI§  *rf75  £ft  II  18 

3^75  VT^ftr  ?Ttf  ^JHTcf  II  ^75  ira^Tt  WJT3  II 
3?75  3t  3T^  3TH  f*W  II  1?75  75T757  ^ftj  75  f3M  II 
»^in  75TH  fAd-riA  ^ft  II  %  7  ^f?5  tIT§  ^f?5  5ft  II  <W 
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i?%  *ufu  ^fo  dHiA  ii  vfer  ?t  ara  i&  fumnx  11 
%  ?  s?u  ?t  <slx*id  ii  sraS  t  sra%  ?rnJT  *tw?.  11 

^S  TOH  ^f^»KT  ?T  ^|3  II  *3W  WTfU  3TWT  ffTfJS  ljf3  II 

%  $  "q%  u%  *rtsnrre  11 tre©  #vrfn  ?3T  3T3  ii 
TO3T  ire  vf  u?  ra  II  T3»?  5  3TO  3%  sre3  ^5  ii 
Tft»K  rTtfe  ?3n  s?  3st^  ii  *<d<sT  foftrnn  ^T  ??5T*T  II 
^  ^mt  fotV  ttt§  ^fsr  ii  fevrr  f&fwr  ^3T  ufs « 

^3T  3T3  WHTf?5TJ  ?U  II  $3T  ^Tf3  tTT§  Sjf^  33  II 

sftrr  v*tt§  ^  w&f  ii  t3*r  3  u§  *5M  *^T»rr#  11 
oKdfo  sras  3ttt  ^tera  ii  ^Tfawn  75  irreT  &?  ^ra  n 

^  3?  3T%  *TBT  3?5T  577  II  3  TCT  *R5T*rf3  f?5&n3  II  <*$ 

»tnfa  'frv  w^tr  mf  ii  nrw  w  »f 3m  3V  3rf  n 
nrihr  srfcr  ftV  %=?;  vra  n  wAv  t&[  *rf?>  Hutu  fm  11 

nrtfM  33T3  TO  t3I»H73  ^THTH  II  Wf^T  *T3T  WW  TT3T3  II 
*K^T  *33  W  3VRT3  II  *H^y  *tf?5  fe^  *5Tfe  3TO  II 
TO3T3  sra^  TUT  ^TSTcT  II  ^Tf3»TT  75  tTT^T  ^T  ^TH  II 
^  3?  3T%  *TOT  3?5T  ?T3  II  3  *TCT  TO5TOT3  (Ad^ld  II  <|^ 

wrfcr  ^¥¥  wh  «fa  ii  nnfa  ^3  trawte  u 

WRtr  *H*ra  srfo  TTrfu  $T3  ii  nrflM  Jiw^ut  ufwr  swrfrr  ii 

iH^tf  mtvt  vtv  zfs  inftr  u  ww  iftr*»rra  ?W  f%7rfu  n 

w^r  *rsr^  hw  3fV  tfrftr  ii 

wr^M"  "fife?  t»rf3  sraftr  are  ii 

75T75ST  ?fte  5U  ^373  II  ^TT3»{T  35  tTT^T  IP?  ^TcT  II 

£  3^  3T%  *mft  33?t  7T3  II  3  »RT  W5TOT3  (Ad^ld  II  ^^ 

wm¥  7ST5  w#fcr  wre  ii  waTH  **nw  w^f  w  11 
»wric  syutu  t?rfH  arra  ufsr  u 

«0*3T  3STH  WTtraT  *<T46M  II  WftraT  fiTWTS  3fT3  3J^  3TTU  II 

JtftCUt  fetfS  ^553  tnfe  II  »f¥3T  f*?t%  ^T^3T  ^MTfe  II 

frrf?J  ^T  f?5M  t3^  t?rfU  25TTU  II  trra  S7HTS  T3^  T3^  MTTU  II 

%3T  S7T3T  §3T  7>Tf  II  t%^  ?5T%  75TUT  ^  ^Tf-  II 

ZRZfS  5^^  ?UT  c^tlld  II  ^Ttwn  75  tTT^T  §?  ^T?  II 

^  3?  3T%  TTCT  3*5T  STR  II  3  TCT  TO5THT3  Q>!i<4[4  II  1^ 

SBTJ^  Ul  ^?  375  ^T  II  VT5T  ^3  Qi6*i  V[U  II 
*J3  V?5T3T  5VW  Uf2  II  ^  *W$  &&ffi  "&U  ^fS  II 
33T»ft  Hf3  VTMT  ?  tffa  II  #U  ^  75T%  t  ^Tll 
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M^  -imft  nmra  75rftr  ti  srfo  sfa  sra^T  foftr  §  itpt  ii 
nmf  ^tf»r  wruKft  w  ii  ?rr?537  to^  wt^t  ,»tt^  ii  10 

3fa?  3V  7fg>HT  33  =CT?5  II  %  ^  VT%  f355  STT  *TT75  II 

Trfenn  ^fiwn  *rf?5  sfteT  3T#  ii  J#3crjrf3  ^tafw  ?tf*5  ?n#  ii 

*f3  3TS  3%  ^  ?5TCft  ^fe  II  f^5  TO  sftt  33Tf3  35  bfs  II 

wrufe  nnftr  'm^t  *ra*rr#  11  *rf3  *rura  *ttjt  *rf?5  OTf  11 

5^  W  %*5T  ^¥3  S^  ?^S  fErf3  3^  ^T3  II  ST^fe  f*T  33>  W  7?cS  fiT3  Wr  WRTH II 

%?5  75  vrcton  ■vfert  fnfr  b%  &m  \rars  11  ^¥3  ts  vTf2"§  srrctorT  frr  f?5¥f?5  &m  73ra  h 

fErfS  ^T3  75  ^  tTT%  if3  W  75  ^  II  iTT  W33J  UttZt  Wf  *TT%  Wm*  tTT%  ^  II 
faqWfd  WTVT  fsr?  JTTWTUt  f7@  ^375>  fsre  iTT3T  II  75T757  »mrf3  *3$  WT§  fS7  ^  fff? 

fwrani 

VTT3TR5T  VTT3TC5  75M  WrRTJiT  *HWR  II  #W7  £?R  3Tf?5  ^  %^  S^jfe  fS7  ^13  II 

*nro  uraw  s^rfT;  ?3^7  nm  w  fs?  tn3  11  %tn  ^ftr  3  twt»&  &$  sfs  f^Trnr  11 
?rr?>?  ^3T  WTtfoft  wnt  in§  wtm  11  vs. 

*il*»lJl  ^IWM  1I3>  ^Bl3  75  wfofT  11  7>€tnn  wt  ^ttt  v^fo  *ra§ft  75  tTT^WRt  II 
H#Z  TTO  W553T7J  firaUT  ^3^  W&  tJ7>  II  sf^ft  3f*5  75  ^75*  %  f3*  H75CT  75  <j)HdRl  II  ^ 

W3  75  f»I^3>  Srfnfe  75  W?3  II  H?3  75  Sra§  $fe  75  W?3  II 
Wf3  75  %Mt75  ^fe  75  »1?3  II  W?3  75  tTT$  fs^HT  ^f?5  ?fe  II 
U?3  75  iTTQ'  sfV  3T  WTSrra  II  »l?3  75  tTTQ-  Vldl^ld  II 

«?3  srrafe^3  fywwifd  11 3T  t  w?3  75  vnj  TTTfir  11 

^q  «?3  75  iTT%  $f2  II  ■5nT3T  srf^  -qr^T  ^fs  ft 

^31 « ltd  y  #37  wrf'  11  ■©%  ,@yf3'  ifeT  75t#  11 

T>?3  f^T^t  ^  II  f3W  f%  ?f  tTT§  ^  II 

%^3  WfTtV  tT#  WTTV  nnfU  II  75T75?  75^ft  STWt  TTf3  II  R8 

tni3T  ?W  fofWT  75T  WTfe  II  ^3T  7T3T  13W  75  3*TTf^  II 

73  ?i3tfir  ?rt  »>rvrra  11 5f3»*n  31^3  75zft  «^\^id  11 

$3  trfv  3Zftl  ^TTH  11 

33  ^  'F?  VTfir  11  53  ^3tr  vrra^  vrrfu  11 

Wmn  ^r  f¥  »r:  *rra  11  §ftr  fa  ^rf3  3^  ^7T3ra  11 

■3ft:  vR?nft  st%  ^rfs  11  ^3  jkt5(  75  ^t  sjfg  11 

^  ^  yrf^  wntrfe  VTfs  11  €7  ttt§  %3Wr  nftr  ifrf^  11 

nrrU  fn§  wn^  ^fff  11  nmcfti  ft  f3  ^t  gfs  11 

fa*  75  TI¥^  'Rref^  «l*4IO  II  75T757  VTf3^?nft  vnf3»TTTI  II  ^q 

jkw5  353  nw!  ^nrre  11  wro  ^rirra^  nrw?  iters  11 
»W5  nfRtti  »kh?5  ^  ^rfrj  11  »h»to  3Tfs  uww  wnt^r  11 
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w*m  tow  nnra  ^*ns  u  nm&  arw  *m&  tra^ra  u 
www  -sw^fta  nm&  jfftrra  n  wnra  sraw  dt^  vsvm « 

wmrfa  %z  vre  wra  ii  wmrfir  ui  srattr  ^ftwra  11 
»Knmr  *ra»t  nntrftr  fg*  h  nmrfir  ahft  t  atf^j  h 
nrwftr  sfrra  wmrfir  Ore  11  nrrvrf^r  $$  ^3  ^  11 
WTtrftr  qra?  umrftr  $<?  11  nmrttr  wfo  xz  Kf*  tt*  in?  11 
^5  Jtmrttr  umrfs  vrftr  11 5t  srftr  srfr  ffe  ffo  fnfa  11 
§3  sftt  Srfe  srcfftr  11  3T  wnfV  3?  *Rltr^  ?ftr  11 

%^§J  3T%  353  tifg  II  35T7S7  tTT%  ^TT^T  $ft  II 

%  7  »HT¥  TJ55  f^TTf  II  3T  twi^  filft  Jll^ldl  3TT^ra  II  R$ 

*r  tt  5ur  ^  «ra  §tjt  frr?  trftr  tott  *wr&  11  ^t%  tsvz  wtsst  nrwr  5§  ^icjaoid  11 

$3  fpt  wl1  f*rf  snftarfo  $5  an^mt  11  arreftr  3tr  &  xr©s  vrcft  M33  ant  otjtt 
TOW  ^»ht3  11 

arrefn-  fs3arvr3  feftr  ^raft  fefV  feftr  tow  ^Q  11  arreftr  ^ra  tow  ^  *rcrfc 
TCT  w^ra  11 

arreftr  fire  fs^nrfe  t%  S^fawT  *fs  3st&  11  arrets  f*ro  jnmn  wtefu  arrefis  *mr 
P^xjQ  11 

Jii<^ft>  wt  w^  *3tft  arrefa  ^fa  tots  11  arngls  i?f33  vwfo  ^d^wr^Tt^T  jtt&ii 

an^fir  wu^tnn  *rs  *fcjf7s  TOan  w^  vfwrw  11  arrets  33*  1Hn%  3%  w&nTs  3rew 
jst^ii 

an^r  ^r  *tut^r5  tot  arrets  t*t5?t  sto  11  arreftr  ^fe  wsw  53337  stosto  3$  ^nff  11 

WST  3T&  3lT^ftr  ^  3*1  3TCf7S  33  3%  5513  3WT©  II  hf3  33  JH^fA  W  W  t%T3  JS  *HT5fc 

27TJ57  fzmn  ^gf^  11 

^st  ^s\  wn  »ra  *<iRjy  iwt  TrT^  t*tS\  11  ^  sV  ^ft  wrfs  3  ttt^  dtiAi  t^fe  d^iiyl  11 

^  ^aft  3T3>  Srf33rf^  t^?5lft  Wf S*HT  ftTfe  fVT^  II  srfH7f?  %^  sfl3T  »HTy^T  fJT^  t3fl 

7t^f%«fnrl'ii 

^  t3^  st%  ^^  sra»ft  tjsw  s  srasrr  fTTs^  11  ^  vrrfeTT^;  *nur  vTt3  ^nftrg  tstw  bto 

d-Hltfl  11  ^o 

ifcn  #3¥  ^m  V3  -^t  ftj»cR5  ^  sraftr  fsif  fe  11  f^T  tiw  whtR  znfznn  ypnfs  33T 

V^3W3ll 

WT^fthft  T3TW  tT^TI^  Hft  iftt  tT3T  ift3  II 

»h$h  f3t  *ht%?  11  nnft  »H??tw  JHTsrft  wsrafe  ^  ^  t^  %^  11  v 

33rf3  fiPHis  ^ftwT  jdidfo  «rt^  «rf3  ^raft  3n^  11  »WTfv  w^  w^  *»s  ttt  sf¥  flrPr 

^Tpl  »W^7T  HVZ  II 

wt€?  f3^  w^  11  tnft  »f7fte  nnrift  wTTrtrfe  w^l^?  11  *<» 
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ffT^  f5*T  31%  f3%  g^Tt  fw?  3%  f3*TTS  II  ^3  ^  -§35T  35*f3  35  WTTt  ■EHJ3T  §3  f%313  II 
*HTZ*  fst  *HT$*  II  WTTft:  «{35fe  »H35Tf7  W35T3f3  tT3T  tOT  T&  %*  II  ?o 

»rrcs  &fs  ^fs  33T3  ii  %  tsff  vnfs>HT  *r  iisrr  ^T3  11 

srf3Srf3  %^  fad-dcWId  II  35T35SF  TO  sft  *TO>  STT3  II 

*HT%*T  fst  »TR^  II  *WTfe  WfjftW  »W35Tft  *H35T3f5  '33T  THT  ^  %*T  II  ^ 

fs?  ^  ^  ?*tr  3f3  **¥  Ttefcj  *5tr  ^*r  n  ot*  ww  5feT  wrtftoffa  tr  35T*r  TTarcto  ii 
fe  Trfcr  -Lrf5  ■w^Wr  ^^  3fg  fefm  11  *rfo  jr*t  wrsrm  sft  srteT  nrrs*  ft*  11 

35T35?  7573>  VTFt»t  ^  ?t  3TO  II  ?R 

»HTtffe  ^T3  ^  353  $3  II  ^33  35  *OTfe  %fe  35  ^3  II 
^3  75  ift^fS  **3fe  353  ^3  II  tT3  35  3Tf7T  *tTf?5  *rf35  ^3  II 
^T3  35  TO3Y  flPHTfS  ^BTfo  II  ^3  35  ypvft  ft  TOT3  II 
fiflW  3fEf  ^3  Srf3%§  *fS  II  35T35S?  #5^  7fte  35  S?f5  II  ^ 

■3T3\  33*  ferft  ^13  II  V^S  VT^  »OT3S>  VT5TW  II 

f5*T  f%fe  ^HTl'  WrfV  3tft  T13TOTC5  II 

f3*T  f?fg  T^tnT  iFrf3  5"  33T  II  f335  7  35TO  Wf?5?  W?53  II 

sra»ft  ?3»?Y  ufs  ^tera  ii  tot  wrtV  tot  ^dmd  « 
fsit  TOfo  -Cfe  V3^rs  ii  75^rt  sraf*r  v%  Tftars  n 

TO  V^TFt  "§t  VTfS  II  35T357  3TTWT  iTT^  fTTfS  II  $8 

tt3»t  >fe  sn  ^  ^raf  11  fWHrx  ^  sn  >hw  sra*j  11 

55  v^3  vrreft  %*33  3$  sn35  to*  ii  $t  -sra^  vmwf5  •or^Hftr  fy  ^  5  %* « 

?rt»HT  5WFt  5fa  5§  ?t  ^  fv$?r  ii  5§  fg^:  ^:  ^3  $3 1§  ^tew  $»r  u 

$3  far*  -qri  ?rr^  5t  ?t  ^t  %»T  II 

5t  $^  ^T35^  Kf35  5t  tt  3335  *W?J  II  ?3^KT  ¥1^  $3^HT  tn^  5§  VT3  35f§^  II 

$3\nn  TT33\  ^7  5f  35T357  wfe  35  Jtfe  II  ^M 

ftmn35  \fe  ?rfj  flrorre  varfe  11  f3t  tstc  fvfrz  ?s  »X7?7  n 

»ra^  ife  t!"  'mc^  ?v  ii  f^t  unwft  ^^rwt^  'qn?  »w?jir  n 

3T  5Wr  3R5T  twWt  35  iTiftr  ii  ^  ^  snJ-  tvt  vf^Tfe  11 

fst  wfrft  *refs  Tft  nf?5  -qft  ii  f3%  w#^  ^3T  f»nn  sft  flfq  11  ?^ 

73^  >fe  7t  "STl^  ^3  II  f5%  ^3  35  ^  33  II 
f3^  ^q  *J3THR5  ^3  II  f335  Vfa  3m  3f3»KT  33V3  II 
f3t  ^fl3  'ffeT  »rftTOT  *nf3  II  3T^  3V  35  SR75  7TTf3  II 
35  -§f3  *T3f3  35  3l5t  TTrfll  II  fH75  §  3T»?  ^t  **35  ^Tf3  II 

f3t  S3T3  ^rf3  7  wnr  ii  srarftr  nr&z  ^^t  ^rf35  ^fs  n 

TO  tffe  ^  f3537T3  II  Srf3Srf3  %^  35^f3  fSUTO  II 
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fet  wnr  ^wr  nnsrra  11  tw^  frre  usm  f3%  fj^  srra  \\ 

%§  t^3I^  5Tft  ^^T3  II  ST757  SR7ST  STO^T  WH  II  ^ 

tt?  •LrrerraT  t^^tt  wfTwrra  11  itrrofe  *rfe  %7  ^nftorra  n 

3#  M^T  »H3rfj5  3V  3Tf  II 

3t3T  3T#  wrfi^T  fj3  ^Tfe  II  «raW  *T*P£  1#  <UWIW  II 

frTs  ?#  TPtfn  sraf  f37s  srra  11  tzitzi  3sr#t  2wfr  fero  11  ?« 

v?s  are  vt^  fM3T  Trar  irafe  *ro3  n  fe^r  Trfe  ;?ft  ^^t  Trfwr  $&  tor*  wis  ii 

HfipWT^Wr  ^ft»KT^»HT  ^T§  V&*  U^fo  II  S^aff  WTl*  WfTM^^  ^t  $  ^3  II 


End  of  the  Japji. 
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